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focusing on the weight of collective Christian experience and testimony, as objective as well as
subjective bases for affirming the ongoing reality of visions and dreams. Webster closes the
book with a chapter tracing the gradual eclipse of supernatural emphasis in the Methodist
traditions in the nineteenth century. While some of the more revivalistic strands of Methodism,
such as the Primitive Methodists, maintained a strong focus on supernatural experiences,
eventually even they would shift their emphasis and spiritualize the supernatural categories of
their forbears.

Webster’s book is excellently written and thoroughly researched. Both Wesleyan and
Pentecostal / Charismatic historians and theologians will want to make note of this book, in view
of the strong historical and theological connections between our two traditions, not to mention
the specific focus of this book on extraordinary charismatic gifts. Webster does a fine job of
demonstrating how Wesley was able to give serious credence to dramatic experiences of the
Spirit from within a coherent, rational epistemology which was grounded in Scripture,
experience, and the tradition of the primitive church. I highly recommend this book; in my view,
it furthers discussions between Wesleyans and Pentecostal / Charismatic theologians regarding
the nature of the Spirit’s work in the Christian community.
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