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important to understand because they have taken root in the
Filipino mindset to the point that they can influence our
modern outlook of the spirit world.

Moreover, I will survey the use of the words God, soul, and
death found in the Gospel of Mark. Through a reflective
conclusion, I will then list the similarities and differences
between the Markan usage and Filipino religious concepts
regarding these three areas. The similarities can serve as
conceptual links and the differences as mind-opening truths, in
order to help us interact biblically with the Filipino concepts
of God, soul, and death in culturally relevant ways.

EARLY FILIPINOS’ CONCEPT OF GOD

According to three early Spanish witnesses—Loarca, Morga,
Chirino'—early Filipinos believed in one principal and supreme
God (Alipio 1998, 5). The name of this supreme Creator-God
varied according to the language of the people. In Tagalog, God
is called Barhala or Maykapal (Lotd of All, the Creator, God the
Maker); in Bisayan, Laon or Malaon (Ancient); in Ilocano,
Kabuniarn (God’s Small Majesty).

For the Bicolano, God is called Gugurang; for the Muslim,
Batala; for the Bagobo, Eugpamulak Manobo; for the Negrito in
Panay, Bulalakaw (Demetrio 1978, 36); and for the Mangyan,
Mabhal na Maka-ako (Mercado 1991b, 407). According to
Chirino (1604), Bathala was the chief and superior God of all
other gods.

"The three Spanish witnesses or chroniclers were Miguel Loarca (1580)
and Antonio Morga (1600) for the Visayas and Mindanao, and Pedro
Chirino (1604) for Luzon. The accounts of these chroniclers are found in
E. H. Blairand J. A. Robertson (1903-1909), 5: 34-187 (Loarca); 15:31-387,
16: 27-209 (Morga); 12: 175-321 (Chirino).
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