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The Beginning

"Prove to me beyond a doubt that there is a God," a friend at 
school once challenged me. We had been talking about why I 
would waste my time going to church. I was answering his 
questions pretty well when he came up with this one.

I was stumped, so to buy time I challenged, "First prove to me 
that there is no God, beyond any doubt."

We were both silent.
We learned a lesson that day. There are a lot of things you can't 

prove beyond any doubt. Does your boyfriend or girlfriend love 
you? Of course they do, but what is the proof beyond any doubt? 
How about the football team last year, where did it place? That's 
easy to prove, you may say; the scores are published. They could 
have been faked. You could say that you were there and saw the 
games. I would say that you are making up the scores because it is 
your school. Isn't it more fun to argue against something? It's the 
easiest thing in the world to shoot holes in people's beliefs. But it is 
hard to prove that something is beyond any doubt even if the thing 
just happened yesterday.

There are no solid 100 % proofs for or against God. God can't 
be placed under a microscope and be studied. Not only would the 
cover slip not fit over Him but also God is made of different stuff 
than the things He made. It is like two animated figures in a 
computer game looking for the programmer. It would be rather 
hard to find God since the programmer is in a different dimension 
and belongs to an altogether different existence.

You may say, "If we can't prove beyond a doubt that there is a 
God, then let's forget it." I would think that too, except this subject 
is really important. If there were a God, knowing about Him would 
be the most important thing in the universe. In fact there might be 
eternal consequences of not knowing God. What should we do 
then?
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Let's look at this in the same way we might look at any other 
thing - we’ll consider the evidence. If you read the newspaper and 
see your football team is in second place (that's how mine was, 
always second and never first) and you see your team standing 
poster in the hallway saying they are in second, you believe it, even 
though there isn't 100% proof. There are enough sources that seem 
to be reliable for most people to believe. Someone who just likes to 
play the doubter could say that both these scores were rigged to 
make you believe that your team is in second place - a person that 
likes the game of doubting, not the game of football. Looking for 
God is a much larger job so let's start to look at the evidence - 
something like a private investigator. Are there fingerprints of God 
in this world? Maybe there have been some eyewitnesses too. 
Maybe God Himself has helped us out!

I see this search like stacking weights on a giant balance. On 
one side there is evidence against the existence of a God. On the 
other side, there is evidence that there is a God and His name is 
Jesus. Perhaps you have your balance tipped, because you reason 
there could not be a personal God who has loved us through Jesus. 
The first half of this book looks at those evidences against God and 
Jesus. We will also look at the weaknesses of these arguments. 
Maybe we can even remove some of your negative reasons from 
the balance. The second half of this book examines the evidence 
for believing in God through Jesus. There may be reasons to 
believe that you have not even heard of yet. Take the adventure and 
read some chapters that interest you; the order is not important. 
Remember to have an open mind. Don't read this book simply to 
play the game of doubting. The game of life is too important to 
lose. Be a private investigator and see if there is enough evidence 
to give you a reason to believe.
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