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friend. Without her support and love, this work could never have 
been completed.

William J. Webb
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Chapter 1

INTRODUCTION

This initial Chapter provides a brief and uncomplicated orientation to 
the book. Without getting bogged down in too many details, I wish to 
introduce the problem which this book seeks to address, its corre
sponding hypothesis, and the contribution each Chapter makes towards 
that hypothesis. This introductory ‘roadmap’ should make the journey 
through the rest of the book a more enjoyable experience.

1. The Problem

The text of 2 Cor. 6.14-7.1, commonly called ‘the fragment’, has 
been the focus of much debate. Due in particular to its contextual 
problem, 2 Cor. 6.14-7.1 has been referred to as ‘the enigmatic para
graph’,1 ‘the notoriously difficult text’,2 or ‘an enigma within 
2 Corinthians, neither its origin nor its place in the context being 
entirely clear’.3 The words of W.G. Kümmel are indicative of many 
New Testament scholars: ‘2 Cor. 6.14-7.1 forms a difficulty probably 
not to be solved, for this section is without thematic connection to its 
context and interrupts the good connection between 6.13 and 7.2.’4

1. Barrett, ‘Things Sacrificed to Idols’, p. 140.
2. Hafemann, Suffering and the Spirit, p. 85.
3. Furnish, II Corinthians, p. 383.
4. Kümmel, Introduction to the New Testament, p. 214. Cf. Young and Ford 

(2 Corinthians, p. 32) who comment on the fragment: ‘It is generally agreed that a 
satisfactory explanation of their position here [6.147.1] in 2 Corinthians has not been 
so far advanced. They are usually treated as an insertion.’ Likewise, Collange 
(Énigmes, p. 319) writes, ‘Au chapitre 6, enfin, la difficulté réside dans 
l’explication de la présence à cet endroit précis de l’épître du fragment 6.14-7.1’. 
Moffat (Introduction, p. 225) refers to 6.14-7.1 as ‘an erratic boulder’ standing out 
of place from its context. Fee (‘Food Offered to Idols’, p. 142) similarly states, 
‘What strikes one as he reads the vast array of literature on this passage is the general 
unwillingness ... to deal with the contextual question.’ A list of similar comments
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Even the casual reader of 2 Corinthians would acknowledge that the 
removal 6.14-7.1 smooths the contextual flow, while its presence adds 
a certain abruptness and its subject matter is not easily explainable 
within the context.

2. Statement of the Hypothesis

It is the problem of contextual integration, then, which this book seeks 
to address. My hypothesis is that the fragment is related to its present 
context through the use of new covenant and exilic return traditions, 
particularly in light of Paul’s identification with the ,ebed Yahweh (an 
identification which allows him to formulate his proclamation-message 
in second exodus language, ‘Come out. . . ’). The book’s short-form 
title, Returning Home, represents a convenient reduction of the longer 
title, Coming Out of Babylon and Returning Home. Along with the 
return motif, this reflects the imperative: ‘Come out of Babylon!’ I 
have chosen this title in view of its crucial role in the contextual 
theory, echoing the cry for a new exodus. Its wording derives from a 
piece of the fragment’s tradition (‘Come out from among them’) 
which has been heavily redacted in order to reiterate the opening 
exhortation in 6.14a. In this respect, the book’s title epitomizes the 
call of the fragment from a traditions perspective: ‘Come out of 
Babylon and return home’.

3. Contribution of Chapters towards the Hypothesis

Each Chapter contributes towards the hypothesis. Chapter 2 traces the 
history of the interpretation of 2 Cor. 6.14-7.1 from the Reformation 
to the present day. This historical survey not only provides the 
‘broader picture’ of how larger trends in New Testament studies have 
influenced different interpretations of the passage, but grants the 
interpreter the all-too-rare opportunity of seeing one’s own position 
in light of the ebb and flow of these historical trends. In the process, 
this Chapter introduces the reader to the legacy of scholarship upon 
which my own book builds and articulates how this study represents a 
new direction in research on the fragment.

on the fragment’s lack of contextual continuity could be reproduced to fill several 
pages. These should be a sufficient sample.
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The third, fourth and fifth Chapters develop the core of my pro
posed traditions hypothesis. Chapter 3 examines the fragment itself as 
an isolated unit apart from its present context in an attempt to under
stand its traditions—their sources, redactional modifications, and 
theological contributions. Chapters 4 and 5 study the fragment’s 
remote (2.14-5.10) and immediate (5.11-7.4) context for traces of 
Old Testament traditions similar to those found in the fragment. A 
detailed correlation between the fragment and its context is then 
proposed on the basis of this investigation.

The sixth Chapter offers a critique of alternative contextual theories 
both on their own merits and in light of the traditions investigation 
just completed. A critical evaluation is made of alternative attempts to 
explain the relationship between the fragment and its present context. 
The seventh Chapter concludes with a brief summary of the book’s 
contextual hypothesis and a review of areas where this study 
contributes to existing research on the fragment.

The two essays in Appendixes A and B apply the contextual findings 
to the crux interpretive issue in 6.14a. Beyond offering a solution to 
the contextual problem, the traditions hypothesis contributes towards 
the understanding of who the ‘unbelievers’ are and what the ‘unequal 
yoke’ refers to.


