3377 Bayview Avenue TEL:
Toronto, ON 416.226.6620

M2M 3S4 www.tyndale.ca
UNIVERSITY

Note: This Work has been made available by the authority of the copyright owner solely
for the purpose of private study and research and may not be copied or reproduced
except as permitted by the copyright laws of Canada without the written authority from

the copyright owner.

News (London College of Bible and Missions). (May 1963)









by Dr. J. C. Macauvlay, President

V — “Christ Died For Qur Sins”

“We believe that the lord Jesus
Christ died for our sins according to
the Scriptures as o representative and
substitutionary sacrifice; and that all
who believe in Him are justified on
the ground of His shed blood.”

God is not content to have His crea-
ture man, who was made in His own
image, left in his fallen, lost condi-
tion. He is “not willing that any should
perish.”” How, then, can man be
saved?

Salvation must deal with guilt, de-
pravity, alienation, judgment—every-
thing that sin has brought upon our
hapless race.

Salvation must be on a basis that
will preserve and honour the right-
ecusness, justice, truth, holiness, and
sovereignty of God, as well as expres-
sing His love, His mercy, and His
kindness.

Salvation must preserve the moral
responsibility of the creature, his right
of choice. He must not be a “saved
automaton.” That would be no salva-
fion.

What is God’s answer? A greaot
provision, fully answering His own
holiness and man’s need, and offered
to all freely. It is all implicit in the
statement, “Christ died for our sins.”
It was a work of atonement.

There is no complete theory of the
atonement, and when we get away
from Scriptural terms we are apt to
lose sight of important facets of the
doctrine. We say that the death of
Christ was vicarious, substitutionary,
representative, which is all true, but
| am certain that not till we behold
the Lamb in the midst of the Throne
shall we fully know the significance
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of that supreme sacrifice, that offer-
ing for sin, that crimson tide of re-
deeming blood.

This we can say, that “He himself
bore our sins in his own body on the
tree’” (I Peter 2:24), that He “put away
sin by the sacrifice of himself” (Heb.
9:26), that He “made peace through
the blood of his cross” (Col. 1:20),
that He “loosed us from our sins by
his blood” (Rev. 1:5, RY), that in His
death He “drew the wages of our sin
that we might have God’s gift of
eternal life” (Rom. 6:23). This and
much more we can say with confi-
dence because the Scriptures affirm it
categorically and deliberately. For the
believer there is no argument.

The Cross of Christ answers our
guilt with the offer of pardon, an-
swers our depravity with a blessed
cleansing and emancipation, answers
our alienation with complete recon-
ciliation, answers the judgment of
death with life everlasting.

The moral responsibility of the crea-
ture is recognized and secured in the
call to faith. “He that believeth on the
Son hath everlasting life” (John 3:36).
The fact that God “hath chosen us in
Him before the foundation of the
world” (Eph. 1:4) does not affect this
moral freedom of the act of faith by
which we lay hold of God’s full pro-
visien in the death of His Son.

Thus the tragedy of man’s blackest
crime becomes the triumph of God's
quenchless love.





