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By DR. J. C. MACAULAY

That is a revolutionary statement
which Paul makes - “all things are
lawful for me.” And lest we think it
is something which he has carelessly
dropped, he says it four times, twice

in 1 Corinthians 6:12, and twice in
chapter 10, verse 23 of the same
epistle.

What does the apostle mean by
such an extreme statement? Does he
mean that when a man becomes a
Christian, suddenly the law of God
is en toto abrogated for him, so
that, being no longer “under the
law,” he is free to kill and steal and
commit adultery and still bear no
blame or guilt? Paul would be the
first to repudiate such an interpreta-
tion of this affirmation. Has he not
just given a list of sins which mark
men as barred from the kingdom of
God (1 Cor. 6:9, 10)?

When Paul says, “all things are
lawful for me,” he does not signify
that what was prohibited by the law
suddenly becomes right. He is rather
referring to the fact that for the
believer in Christ conduct is regulated
and determined on other principles
than legal codes. These principles
are summed up in Romans 8:14,
especially in the phrase, “who walk
not after the flesh, but aofter the
Spirit.”

Now the man who is walking ac-
cording to the Spirit of God, who has
been emancipated from the bondage
and curse of the law, for whom there-
fore “all things are lawful,” will apply
tests to all proposed conduct, as did
the apostle Paul. Here are some of
these tests.

1. Lawful - but is it expedient? Let
us suppose that an election is in the
offing, and a piece of legislation is
due to come before the house which
the government knows very well will
be unpopular and will adversely affect
the vote. What will the politicians do?
Most likely they will table that piece
of legislation till after the election.
That is expediency, perhaps on «

lower plane. The apostle Paul be-
lieved that there is a holy expediency
in regard to a Christian’s behaviour.
The legality of an action or a practice
is not a sufficient test. We must also
ask, Is it profitable for Christian ends,
as holding over that legislation was
profitable for political ends? Will this
conduct advance the cause of the
Gospel or hinder it? Will it strengthen
my witness or weaken it?  Will it
convey a true picture of Christ, or a
false one?

2. tawful - but does it tend to
bondage? We all know about habit-
forming drugs, narcotics, alcohol, and
the like. Some of them are terribly
destructive of the body, of the mind,
of the moral sense, so that our govern-
ments fry to clamp strict controls on
them. We are learning that the
cigarette is not the innocuous habit
that it used to be considered, but a
killer. But for the Christian, it is not
enough to avoid habits for their bane-
ful effects on health. Whatever wields
a power over the child of God, to
bring him into bondage, must be re-
nounced, whether it be a drug, a TV
show, or a questionable type of liter-
ature. "l will not be brought under
the power of any.”

3. Lawful - but does it edify? It is
the building up of others that is here
in mind. Let us take an example. To
one Christian the dance is a normal,
social expression, and, being careful
of the functions he attends, he seems
to derive no harm. Another Christian,
young in the faith and still weak, as-
sociates the dance with his “old” life;
but seeing the older Christian attend,
he summons up courage, against his
conscience, to go. He is soon caught
up with the gaiety of the affair, and
he goes again. His guards are down.
He is drawn into compromising situa-
tions. His first love for Christ wanes,
his glowing testimony is silenced, and
the church has another casualty. Law-
ful?  “But take heed lest by any
means this liberty of yours becomes a
stumblingblock to them that are
weak.”





