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EVANGELICALS, BEWARE !

(Resumé of an address given to the
Hamilton chapter of the Alumni As-
sociation of LCBM).

The apostle Paul sought to fortify
the Colossian believers against the
specious reasonings which endanger-
ed them, “lest any man should beguile
you with enticing words” (Col. 2:4).
There are various avenues of danger
which men of enticing words invite
us to follow today. | should like to
mention four.

First, the subtle softening. Many,
shaken by the dicta of modern dis-
covery, are weakening their position
on the inerrancy and the authority of
Scripture. They believe that religious
truth and historical and scientific error
coexist in the same volume, and it is
our task to separate them. This cuts
at the root of any valid doctrine of
divine inspiration. It is true that we
must not equate our interpretation of
Scripture with the inerrant Scriptures
themselves. Science may help us to
correct some of our interpretations,
but science does not know enough to
challenge the Word of God. We may
wait a long time for reconciliation in
some areas, but at the last the truth
of God will stand vindicated.

This softening is not only in the
area of doctrine, but in matters of
conduct. It is strange how the stan-
dards of the world gradually creep
into the church, till even evangelicals
are accepting what a few years ago
would have been utterly repudiated
among true believers. The disturbing
increase in the divorce rate ought not
to weaken the church’s attitude to this
evil, but it does. The old lines of
separation are being obliterated, and
not for the better.

Second, the ungodly union. There
is a great deal of sentimental rubbish
being written and spoken on the text,
“That they all may be one”. While
some ecumenists deny the goal of the
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movement is one universal church,
other leaders are frank enough to
admit it. Considering all the factors
in the case, such a world-church would
certainly be hierarchical, sacerdotal,
sacremental, fortifical and authoritar-
ian. Many evangelicals are very com-
placent about all this, thinking that
the idea of a world church is the
dream of o few visionaries, failing to
sense the ferment of activity in this
direction. We had better stand on
guard, or we may find the fruit of
the Reformation and of all our strug-
gles for freedom swept away.

On the other hand, there is a third
danger to avoid - the deadly disunity.
We evangelicals have something to
stand for, and we do well to stand
for it. But we are in danger of giving
the dignity of conviction to matters
which correctly belong in the area of
opinion, interpretation, and the like.
So we draw battle with fellow-evan-
gelicals when we ought to be closing
ranks against the common enemy and
for the common cause. If we reject
the spurious union, let us all the more
earnestly cultivate the true unity im-
plicit in the phrase, “All one in Christ
Jesus”.

Lastly, we must beware of spurious
spirituality.  Vocabulary does not
make a man spiritual. Dogma does
not make a man spiritual. It is so
easy to pin the tag of unspirituality
on a brother who does not hold our
particular view of prophecy, or of the
church, or of the ordinances, when by
all true tests he may be much ahead
of us in sanctification. Judging others
does not make us holy, but being holy
will give us great care in judgment.
True spirituality is likeness to Christ.
Let us who claim to hold the true
doctrine covet such likeness to Him
that wherever we go, even men who
hold different views from us will con-
fess that we left behind us "a sweet
savour of Christ”.





