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“THE YEAR OF THE GREAT WAR.”
1915 will go down in history as ‘‘the 

year of the great war,” and what the 
end of the present terrible experience will 
be, no one can accurately foretell. It is 
evident that many and great changes will 
take place, both in national and interna­
tional affairs, and much will depend on the 
attitude and experience of the Christian 
Church throughout the world as to the 
permanent gain or loss consequent on this 
baptism of blood and fire.

There is one fact that will continue— 
namely the insistent need of an ever deep­
ening knowledge of the will of God as re­
vealed in His Word.

A knowledge such as the apostle prayed 
might be enjoyed by the believers at 
Colosse. ‘‘In all wisdom and spiritual un­
derstanding.” We feel sure his choice of 
terms here were not accidental, for leaving 
the element of inspiration out of the ques­
tion, he might have prayed that they 
should be both rationalistic and philosophic 
in their approach to the documents claim­
ing Divine authority—for was not the 
apostle trained along these two lines of 
mental discipline, as is indicated in the 
opening chapter of his first letter to the 
Corinthians, and also to the Galatians? 
But he prayed otherwise, for he then knew 
that the ‘‘wisdom of this world did not 
apprehend the wisdom of God” (1 Cor. 1: 
20-21), and that ‘‘spiritual truth must be 
spiritually understood” (1 Cor. 2: 14).

One of the immediate effects of the war 
is the re-appraising of German rationalism 
in connection with the interpretation of 
the Scriptures—a fact which had so largely 
swept over all the schools of higher edu­
cation in this and other lands. We are

now being warned by scholars and editors, 
both in England and on this continent that 
the German scholars were not safe guides 
in these matters—a fact some of us felt 
to be true all the time.

The Canadian Churchman quotes with 
approval a recent utterance of Sir Robert 
Perks, a leading Methodist layman in Eng­
land, who said: ‘‘Is it not time that our 
professors of theology put their German 
standard of ethics on the top shelves of 
their libraries, and took down the ne­
glected Puritan and the Evangelical writ­
ers? For half a century we have heard 
nothing from these good men except wild 
praise of German theological research and 
German higher criticism. They have 
lumbered up their minds, bewildering both 
themselves and their students, with the 
highly speculative theories of these 
pseudo-erudite men. Many a young 
preacher has been driven to doubt and 
ineffectiveness by German theology. If 
the ministers will forget their German 
teaching they will be better preachers,, 
more useful citizens, and will have truer 
conceptions of civil and religious liberty.”

And then adds itself, “what is needed 
beyond all else is that we should deter­
mine to be as thorough in our work as the 
Germans, and at the same time realize that 
we are dealing with the deep things of 
God. The whole tendency of German 
theology is to minimize, and often ignore, 
the supernatural and the spiritual; and it 
is much to be hoped that one result of the 
war will be to bring us back again to the 
great fundamental realities of the Chris­
tian religion, which have been far too 
much overlooked in recent theological 
thought.” To all of which we give our
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hearty approval, for it has always been 
tho contention of the Bible College, that 
any approach to the Word of God that 
ignores the spiritual and supernatural, and 
fails to emphasize the evangelical, is both 
unsafe and dishonoring to the Lord whom 
wo profess to serve.

MR. J. CAMPBELL WHITE AND STU­
DENT VOLUNTEERS.

Mr. J. Campbell White of New York, the 
leader of the Laymen’s Missionary Move­
ment of North America, addressed a meet­
ing of the Student Volunteers of Toronto in 
the Lecture Hall of the Bible College re­
cently, and said in part:—

“I never think about the Volunteer 
Declaration without recalling what Paul 
sa-d: ‘I am debtor both to the Greeks and 
to the Barbarians; both to the wise and to 
the unwise, so as much as in me .is I am 
ready to preach the gospel to you that are 
at Romo also.’

“I am debtor and I will pay—debtor be­
cause Christ had given him everything, 
and what Christ had given him, he felt 
under obligation to pass along. Ever 
since 1890 I have thought very consider­
ably about the following verse: ‘We are 
His workmanship created in Christ Jesus 
unto good works, which Gon hath before 
ordained that we should walk in them. ’ 
Have you ever stopped to realize that 
God has a perfect blue print of your life? 
He has planned it to the last detail of 
perfection accordiug to His own ambition, 
and He will tell you what that plan is if 
you really want to know. It is 25 years 
since I volunteered, and I can sec how 
God put His hand on me in the beginning 
and sent me out to India, and after ten 
years He brought me home again, and 
year after year since then He has been 
showing me the way step by step. We 
must decide in the beginning that we are 
going to follow His plan just as He leads, 
only those who are determined to do so 
can ever discover what His will is.

“One command has come to me very 
frequently through these years, ‘Pray ye 
the Lord of the harvest, that He thrust 
forth laborers into the harvest.’ The 
Lord seemed to' say if you pray everything 
else will come all right. He did not lay 
emphasis on organization, finance, mission 
study, etc., but pray. There is no use try­
ing to persuade anyone to volunteer until 
they are willing to allow God to have His 
sovereign way in their lives.

“Don’t put off being a missionary until 
you reach the field. An ocean voyage does 
not make as much difference as you think. 
There is no magic about a steamer to make 

you a soul winner, if you are not one al­
ready. A strong, steady Christian life is 
a great thing, and this can only be had by 
feeding continually on the Word of God. 
As important as Latin and Greek and 
History and other things are, I do not be­
lieve anything is so important as a know­
ledge of the Word of God and how to 
teach it. I wish I had made a more 
thorough and painstaking study of the 
Bible when taking my course. During my 
ten years working with Mohammedan stu­
dents, I found that the one way of im­
pressing them most powerfully was by 
opening to them the Word of God. I have 
argued with a Hindoo two hours at a 
time and not been an inch further than 
when I began, but by the use of a portion 
of Scripture I have seen them convinced 
in ten minutes.

“Students, whatever else you do, know 
your Bible and how to use it.

“Never go out to the mission field think­
ing that evolution will save the world, un­
less you believe you have a Divine Mes­
sage from God and backed by the Divine 
power, you had better stay at home.

“This war has taken hold of the hearts 
of the people in a way to think about 
God more seriously than they have for a 
generation. If God is calling the Church 
to a higher standard of service and a 
clearer vision of His will through the 
stress and strain of the times, and there 
is not a willingness to follow where Christ 
leads, we will have to get a different 
church in Canada and the United States, 
in order to evangelize the non-Christian 
world. ’ ’

THE NEW POWER OF THE OLD 
GOSPEL.

One of our students was invited to con­
duct some meetings during the Christmas 
holidays in the northern part of the 
Province. He did so using, as he told us. 
the material he has been securing in the 
class room of the College, with the result 
that more than fifty young people were 
led to a public confession of Christ as 
their Saviour, and a number of others who 
for years had been living a nominal Chris­
tian life, were brought into the enjoyment 
of a hie of fellowship with the Lord aud 
a purpose to win others for Him. This 
•was accomplished without any attempt at 
display or elaborate organization, but 
simply by waiting on the Lord in definite 
believing prayer for His power and bless­
ing, and a setting forth of the plan of 
salvation as declared in the Scriptures: 
“The gospel is still the power of God unto 
salvation to every one that believeth.”
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“HELPERS TOGETHER.”
What ean I do to help the Bible College?
You can pray for the nine instructors 

and 300 students, that the truth they teach 
and learn may be translated into living 
service for Christ and His Church.

You can tell some young man or woman, 
that there is such an Institution, where 
they can fit themselves for Christian ser­
vice, without cost, so far as the instruction 
is concerned.

You can come to some of the day or 
evening classes, which are always open to 
visitors, and so be able to speak from per­
sonal experience as to the quality and 
character of the work being done in the 
lecture room.

You can become a sustaining member of 
the College by contributing to its main­
tenance, and so help those in charge of 
the work to continue to carry it on.

You can write for a catalogue that will 
ho sent on application, giving full par­
ticulars as to course of instruction, dates, 
etc.

You can ‘‘pass along” this copy of the 
Recorder to some one who might be in­
terested in its contents.

BE A HELPER.

FINANCES.
lu common with all institutions of this 

kind the Bible College is feeling the effect 
of the present financial stringency, by the 
fact that many of our friends find them­
selves unable to contribute to its mainten­
ance as they have done in other years. On 
the other hand some of our friends have 
been thoughtful enough to increase their 
gifts, feeling there would be need of such 
under the circumstances.

One wrote our Principal recently, say­
ing:-.
“With pleasure I enclose cheque for the 

Bible College, being an extra $50.00, owing 
to the exceptional times we are passing 
through.
“We rejoice at the manifest tokens of 

God’s blessing on the work, and are sure 
tnat your efforts and those of your earnest 
and able co-adjutors will have Divine bless­
ing and approval. After all the ‘‘Seed” 
is the word, and the better grip and un­
derstanding of the word we have under 
the Spirit’s guidance, the more useful will 
wo bo to the Master.”

It should be remembered, however, 
by all friends interested in sustaining 
this work, that the absence of their 
gift, however small, is necessarily’ felt 
by our Treasurer, for when it is re- 
menibered that the entire expense of 
the year’s work in the instructing of 

over 300 students is covered by $7,000.00, 
there can be no room or place for reducing 
our outlay. The fact is, we should ma­
terially’ increase it. Thus far we have 
been able to meet all our liabilities, but 
will need an increased income before the 
end of our Session in April, so as to pro­
vide for our half-yearly’ obligations.

If you have not contributed to the Col­
lege thus far this year, do so now, even if 
your gift has to be reduced in amount, the 
expression of your co-operation and fel­
lowship is of great value to us.

THE TORONTO BIBLE COLLEGE 
FROM WITHIN.
An Appreciation.

Many’ thousands of people pass the doors 
of the T. B. C. daily’, but comparatively’ 
few have any’ idea of what is taking place 
within its walls. In this sketch we would 
invite the reader to step inside the College 
and make an inspection for himself. Let 
us introduce to you the College from 
within, and show you something of its 
Work, its Aim, and its Spirit.

There is always one point from which a 
great painting must be viewed, if we 
would catch the thought of the painter. 
You cannot understand the fact until you 
get his angle of vision.

We must possess this key, we must use 
this light, if we would see the T. B. C. in 
its right proportions.

The Prayer Life.
A right understanding of the devotional 

spirit of the College will furnish the 
needed key’.

At 8.30 each Monday morning a body' of 
students gather for an hour’s prayer and 
testimony’. It is invariably’ a happy time. 
How encouraging it is to hear different 
ones tell of the Lord’s goodness, and re­
late experiences of His unfailing love. On 
Thursday’ mornings before the regular lec­
tures begin, an hour is spent in interces­
sion for missions, and every’ other morning 
of the week half an hour is devoted to 
waiting upon God, while on two mornings 
of the week, at noon, a further half hour is 
spent in prayer on behalf of special 
branches of our work. It doesn’t grow 
wearisome as some who do not understand 
real prayer might suppose, it rather be­
comes au increasing delight. In these sea­
sons of quiet retirement something takes 
hold of the spirit of the students which 
influences and governs their lives. Inti­
mate contact with the Infinite, enlarges and 
expands the soul, and broadens its vision; 
communion with the High and Holy’ One 
has a purifying and elevating effect upon 
the lives of all.
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The Intellectual Life.
This is the key to our College life and 

activity. Everything is approached from 
this point. This devotional spirit rules in 
the studies in the class room. The aim of 
the course of studies is to make the Bible 
an accessible and usable book to the 
ordinary student—to take the precious ore 
contained therein, and help the students 
to beat it out into a strong sword for de­
fensive and aggressive warfare in the 
Kingdom of God. Every book of the 
Bible is taken in succession and outlined 
and analyzed and paragraphed, and the 
hard passages are explained. Lectures are 
also given on such vital topics as “The 
Person and Work of the Holy Spirit,’’ 
“Christian Doctrine” (embracing all the 
great themes of our faith), “Prayer,” 
“Bible Introduction,” together with such 
valuable auxiliaries to Bible Study as 
“Homiletics,” “History of Christian 
Missions,” “Personal Dealing with Souls,’ 
“New Testament Greek,” “Elocution,” 
and “Vocal Music,” etc. It is a strong 
and practical course, and the diligent stu­
dent graduating from this College has a 
mighty weapon within his grasp.

The Missionary Life.
The devotional life also expresses itself 

in a strong missionary influence, which 
permeates the College. A large percentage 
of every year’s class is preparing for the 
foreign field. Every Wednesday after­
noon there is a meeting of the Missionary 
Society, and on Tuesday mornings at 
8 a.m., before the regular sessions, the 
students meet in groups for the thorough 
and systematic study of missionary condi­
tions and problems.

The Evangelistic Life.
Again, the spirit which is born and fos­

tered in the prayer life manifests itself in 
the ringing note of evangelism which 
characterises the College.

The students are organized as an Evan­
gelistic Band, and conduct services every 
Sunday night in various Churches and 
Missions of the city.

A weekly meeting is held at Yonge St. 
Mission and at Christie’s factory. Hospi­
tal visitation is conducted, cottage prayer 
meetings held, and S. S. teachers supplied 
to various Churches and Missions of the 
city, including the Central Prison.

These are some of the outward expres­
sions of the inward life.

There is nothing in the conduct of this 
College that savors of the crank or the 
narrow' zealot. Neither is there anything 
soft or flaeid about it. It is a living or­
ganism, full of strong, vigorous, healthy 
life.

MEMBERS OF CORPORATION.

Rov. R. P. Mackay, DA., | Vice-President.

E. Hooper, M.D., 2nd Vice-Pres., Bronte.
Job. N. Shenstone, Treasurer, Toronto.
Bev. John McNicol, B.D., Principal, Toronto.
Rev. T. Bradley Hyde, Secretary, Toronto.
C. S. Gzowski, Toronto.
R. Kilgour, Toronto.
Martin Love, Toronto.
Elias Rogers, Toronto.
Thos. S. Cole, Toronto.

STATE OF INSTRUCTORS.
Rev. John McNicol, B.A., B.D.
Rev. W. H. Griffith Thomas, M.A., D.D.
Rev. F. S. Weston, M.A.
Rov. T. Bradley Hyde.
Rev. Andrew Imrie, B.A.
W. H. Howitt, M.D.
Oswald C. J. Withrow, M.D.
Rev. C. E. Luce, B.A.
Mr. S. N. Kanagy.
Miss E. McNaught, A.T.C.M.

Miss Margaret Armstrong, Asst. See. and 
Librarian.

RECEIPTS FOR GENERAL FUND.
Donations received since Dec. 1st to March 

1st, 1915.
No. 92.... . $ 5 00 No. 129... . . $50 00
“ 93.... . . 10 00 ‘ 4 130.... 2 00
“ 94.... . . 10 00 • ‘ 131. ... . . 10 00
“ 95.... . . 31 00 4 4 132.... . . 5 00
“ 96.... . . 10 00 4 4 133... . . 5 00
“ 97.... 1 00 • 4 134... ■ . D 00
“ 98.. . . . . 100 00 • 4 135. . . . . 10 00
“ 99. . . . s 00 • 4 136. . . 5 00
“ 100.... 1 00 1 t 137... 5 00
“ 101.... 3 00 41 138... . . 10 00
“ 102.... 00 I 4 139... . . 5 00
“ 103.... . . 10 00 • • 140... 25 00
“ 104.... . . 20 00 • • 141... . . 10 00
“ 105.... 1 00 * • 142... 5 00
“ 106.... . . 20 00 • • 143... 2 50
“ 107... . . 10 00 » 4 144... .. 100 00
“ 108... . . 10 00 < 1 145... . . 5 00
“ 109... QK 00 4 1 146... . . 10 00
“ 110... . . 10 00 4 » 147... .. 15 00
“ 111... 1 00 • 4 148... . . 5 00
“ 112... . . 10 00 4 4 149... 00
“ 113. . . r 00 4 » 150... . . 100 00
“ 114... . . 50 00 • 4 151. . . 3 00
“ 115... . . 600 00 4 ‘ 152... 00
“ 116... . . 20 00 • 4 153... 2 00
“ 117... . . 10 00 1 1 154. . . 5 00
“ 118... . . 10 00 11 155... . . 25 00
“ 119... 00 11 156... . . 150 00
“ 120... . . 50 00 i I 157... . . 100 00
“ 121... 4 00 « • 158... . . 5 00
“ 122... 3 00 4 < 159... 00
“ 123... . . 10 00 « 1 160..• .. . 5 00
“ 124...
“ 125.

1 00
00
00

4 4
4 4

161...
162...

. . 50 00
00

“ 126... 4 4 163... . . . 5 00
“ 127...
“ 128...

00
00

4 4 164... 1 00
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