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Those who were 
students in the Col­
lege during the early 
days, as well as those 
who have passed 
through its classes 
during the past four 
years,know something 
of the place the Rev. 
Dr. McTavish occu­
pied in its teaching 
ministry. But it was 
not as a teacher alone 
that he served the 
College; he was a 
member of its Advis­
ory Council from the 
beginning and took 
the keenest interest 
in its development. 
His sympathetic fel- 

and wise courtesy of 

counsel were of untold value both to 
the Board and to the Faculty. The 
College suffered a great loss by his

death on March 28th.
Dr. McTavish com­

bined in a remarkable 
way fine scholarship, 
Christlike character, 
and spiritual leader­
ship. He was the gold 
medalist of his year 
at Queen’s University 
and also the first man 
to win the D.Sc. de­
gree. He was the 
leader in a remark­
able evangelistic 
movement which the 
students of those days 
carried on in the city 
of Kingston.

After a short and 
successful pastora t e 
in Lindsay, he was 
called in 1888, while

not yet thirty, to Central Presbyterian 
Church, Toronto. There he carried on 
for a quarter of a century what one 
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well qualified to judge has described 
as the most intensive ministry in the 
city. His church became noted for 
its missionary enthusiasm and the 
spiritual activity of its young people, 
and also for the mission work it car­
ried on in old St. John’s ward, then 
the most needy section of the city. 
The Principal and Secretary of the 
Bible College were students in To­
ronto University in those days and 
they both had the high privilege of 
sharing in the work of that old Eliza­
beth Street Mission. No better train­
ing ground could any young Christian 
workers have than in such a field un­
der the leadership of Dr. McTavish.

In the wider field of interdenomin­
ational activity, Dr. McTavish always 
took a prominent part. Every move­
ment. for reaching the unsaved or 
deepening the spiritual life of the 
churches found in him a sympathetic 
and ardent friend. He was one of 
the first to welcome the China Inland 
Mission to this country and was a 

member of its North American 
Council from the beginning.

The time came when down-town To­
ronto crept up, swept away the old 
mission, and finally invaded the ter­
ritory of the church itself. Its pro­
perty was expropriated by the city 
for the extension of Bay Street. In­
stead of rebuilding on a new site the 
congregation united with a neighbour­
ing one, Dr. McTavish becoming Min­
ister Emeritus.

The years since then have been 
among the most fruitful of all his 
ministry. Besides lecturing in the 
Bible College, he has devoted himself 
to evangelistic work and conferences 
for the deepening of spiritual life 
throughout the country. He especially 
delighted in helping the ministers in 
the needier and more difficult mission 
fields and rural charges. Many a hard­
working Canadian pastor owes much 
to Dr. McTavish. He being dead yet 
speaketh.

QUjtnttas §>. (Hole
On Sunday, May 3rd, Mr. T. S. 

Cole, one of the Honorary Members of 
the Board of Governors and one of 
the warmest friends of the College, 
was suddenly called home.

At the time the Toronto Bible Col­
lege was first established, Mr. Cole 
was the Travelling Secretary of the 
Young Men’s Christian Associations 
for Ontario and Quebec. He was an 
aggressive Christian leader among 
young men, especially in personal 
evangelism and in Bible study. The 
new institution appealed to him as 
something after his own heart. He 
took an active interest in it from the 
beginning and was a member of its 
first General Council.

In 1912, having already retired 
from active Y.M.C.A. work and being 
at that time Canadian Secretary of 
the Gideons, Mr. Cole was chosen as a 
member of the Board of Governors. 

During all the years since then he has 
served the College with an enthusiastic 
devotion which has meant much both 
to the members of the Faculty and to 
his fellow-members of the Board. He 
took great delight in the steady growth 
of the College, and in its spiritual 
welfare. It was a joy to him to re­
alize that year by year increasing 
numbers of young men and women 
were coming to the classes for biblical 
training, and for this reason he took 
an eager interest in the development 
of the plans for the new building. 
Last year both he and Rev. Dr. Hoop­
er, the two oldest remaining members 
of the Board of Governors, were cre­
ated Honorary Members.

Mr. Cole was one of the last of the 
old guard of stalwart Christian lay­
men who forty years ago made To­
ronto a noted centre of spiritual and 
evangelistic effort.
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®lje ^rittripal’s Annual iKppnrt
The outstanding impression which 

the past session has left with the mem­
bers of the Staff is that of the solid 
and sure growth of the College. This 
impression will be .-justified by the fol­
lowing review and analysis of the 
year’s work.
1 .—Attendance of Students.

The regular classes had a total reg­
istration of 236, an increase of 24 over 
last year. There were 88 men and 148 
women, distributed over the three 
years of the course as follows:—

First Year, 39 men, 66 women, total 
105; Second Year, 20 men, 33 women, 
total 53; Third Year, 20 men, 45 wo­
men, total 65; Special students, in­
cluding graduates, and missionaries 
home on furlough, 9 men, 4 women, 
total 13.

The denominational classification of 
this body of students is as follows: 
Anglican 10; Baptist 84; Mennonite 
19; Presbyterian 21; United Church 
24; Associated Gospel Churches 8; 
Brethren 5 ; Congregational 5 ; Evan­
gelical 3 ; Pentecostal 3 ; Friends 2 ; 
Lutheran Evangelical 2; one each 
from the British Methodist Episcopal 
Church, the Christian Church, the Ad­
vent Christian Church, the Christian 
and Missionary Alliance, the Disciples 
of Christ, the Salvation Army, and 44 
Undenominational and Independent. 
The list includes 18 denominations.

The homes represented by these stu­
dents are distributed geographically 
as follows: 86 in Toronto; 30 in Ham­
ilton; 95 in other points in Ontario; 
7 in Montreal; 1 in New Brunswick; 
1 in Nova Scotia; 1 in Alberta; 2 in 
Scotland; 2 in the United States; 1 in 
Cuba ; 4 in European countries includ­
ing Germany, Norway, Lithuania and 
Denmark, and 6 are missionary homes 
in China, Formosa, Africa and South 
America.

The Evening Class enrolment was 
256, which happens to be the same 

figure as last year’s. There were 55 
men and 201 women. Their denomin­
ational classification is as follows: 
Anglican 26; Baptist 81; Presbyter­
ian 37; United Church 50; Undenom­
inational 22; Independent 11; Chris­
tian and Missionary Alliance 6; Con­
gregational 5; Pentecostal 5; Mennon­
ite 5; Brethren 4; Christian Church 
2; Evangelical Church 1; Advent 
Christian 1.

This body of Christian young peo­
ple come from 95 separate congrega­
tions in all parts of Toronto, includ­
ing 10 Anglican churches, 23 Baptist 
churches, 14 Presbyterian churches, 
27 United churches, and 21 congrega­
tions belonging to 9 other branches of 
the Christian church. This fact helps 
to visualize the widely representative 
character of our Evening Classes, and 
also indicates something of the con­
tribution the College is making to the 
churches of the city in the realm of 
Christian education.
II .—The Work of Instruction.

The regular class work was-carried 
out along the lines of former years, 
with some new adjustments in the 
time-table. These adjustments had 
two objects in view, viz. the better co­
ordination of the work of the separate 
years and the raising of the standard 
of the course as a whole. The curric­
ulum of the College is already estab­
lished so far as its scope and princi­
ples are concerned, but the complete 
co-ordination of its departments can­
not be fully carried out without a fur­
ther strengthening of the Staff.

We suffered a great loss in the death 
of Dr. McTavish last month. He came 
on the staff three years ago as a spe­
cial lecturer in the New Testament de- 
purtment. He has enriched the life of 
the College by his clear and scholarly 
teaehing and his Christlike character. 
Air. Hyde’s illness last summer made 
it necessary for him to relinquish the 
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Evening' Class work which he had car­
ried on with such acceptance for so 
many years, but lie was able after the 
New Year to take an additional period 
in the Day Classes. Dr. Weston has 
been warned by his physician that he 
must not undertake any Evening lec­
tures after this session, but he hopes 
to be able to continue his full Day 
Class programme.

The work of instruction has not been 
allowed to suffer during the past ses­
sion, and with our present staff we 
hope to carry on the regular curricu­
lum throughout the next session. For 
the Evening Classes, however, it may 
be necessary to seek some outside help.

The response which the students 
made to the rather heavy programme 
of class work put before them this ses­
sion was very gratifying. The aver­
age attained by all the classes on the 
term examinations was never higher. 
III.—Student Activities.

The session has been marked by an 
enlargement of the evangelistic work 
carried on by the College Student 
Body, and by a fuller organization of 
the Evening Classes and their closer 
co-operation with the Day Class ac- 
tivities.

The new spheres of activity entered 
by the Evangelistic Society include 
special work among children and 
young people. Evangelistic campaigns 
in two of the city churches were un­
dertaken at the invitation of their 
ministers and office bearers. These 
proved to be of mutual benefit, not 
only bringing help and encouragement 
to the congregations concerned, but 
also giving the students valuable ex­
perience of the inner life and work of 
a congregation. The kind of service 
thus rendered by the College has be­
come so widely and favourably known 
that some of the larger churches have 
invited the Student Band to conduct 
their evening services. More invita­
tions of this kind were received before 
the end of the session than could be 

accepted. Several requests have been 
made already for the services of the 
students next autumn.

It would be impossible to set out 
fully the results of these activities 
throughout the city and the neigh­
bourhood of Toronto in which the stu­
dents have been engaged during the 
session, but the following statistical 
summary may help to give some idea 
of them:—Services conducted by in­
dividual students: Sundays 248; week 
days 84; Total 332.

Services conducted by bands of stu­
dents: Sundays 107; week days 47; 
Total 154.

Gospel services in city missions 34; 
Factory meetings at noon hour per­
iods 52.

Children’s meetings 108; Young 
People's meetings 55; Prayer meet­
ings 28; Missionary meetings 113.

Two special church campaigns in­
cluding 11 Sunday services, 13 Week 
night services, 6 Women’s meetings, 
12 Children’s services and 3 Young 
People’s meetings.

Sunday School Work: 59 Sunday 
Schools in the city were provided with 
teachers, 134 students being distribut­
ed among them, 122 seiwing as regular 
teachers and 12 as occasional teachers.

Visitation: Three groups of students 
visited regularly the wards of the 
General Hospital and other groups en­
gaged in house to house visitation in 
connection with a number of city 
churches and missions.

Open Air Work: On Saturday ev­
enings during the fall term, as long 
as the weather permitted open air 
meetings were conducted.

Gospel Music: On 246 occasions spe­
cial music was furnished in the form 
of solos, duets, quartettes and choir 
selections for meetings of various 
kinds besides those referred to in the 
above summary.

Conversions: The reports of the 
practical and personal evangelism of 
the student body reveal the fact that 
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out of all this work at least 470 de­
cisions for Christ were recorded dur­
ing the seven active months of the 
session.

The various activities outlined in 
these statistics were all carried on out­
side the College. They belong to that 
contribution which the students are 
making every year to the Christian 
work of the churches in Toronto, un­
der the capable supervision of Mr. 
Burns. There are other activities 
which are carried on inside the Col­
lege and which have a good deal to 
do with the efficiency of the training 
provided by the College. They include 
the work of the Missionary Society, 
the devotional services of the School 
and the social and recreational fellow­
ship of the students. These have all 
followed the methods of former years 
and it is unnecessary to make any 
further report regarding them.

Something should be said at this 
point about the care that is given the 
health of the students. The College 
is fortunate in having in Dr. Waters 
one who not only registers the stu­
dents when they enter but keeps a 
watchful eye over them and ministers 
to their health during their course. 
Every year he selects from among the 
young women students a trained nurse, 
of whom there are usually several in 
the School, who as College nurse gives 
needed help from time to time. For 
two years in succession Miss Lulu 
Macintosh has held this position and 
too much cannot he said of the atten­
tive and sympathetic ministry she has 
given to many of the girls.

The dining room continues to be the 
most active and popular centre of stu­
dent social fellowship, no fewer than 
198 daily meals having been served 
by the dining room committee with an 
average attendance of 58.
IV.—College Life.

The student body passed through 
some experiences this year which put 
to the test the principle of self-govern­

ment upon which the College life pro­
ceeds. This self-government principle 
is carried out in the following way. 
Towards the end of each session the 
student body elects by ballot without 
previous nomination seven of their 
number, four young men and three 
young women, who compose the cab­
inet for the ensuing year. This cab­
inet, under the supervision of the 
faculty, presides over all the student 
activities, both outside and inside the 
College. Under its leadership the 
whole student body is organized in 
such a way that every student can 
find his or her place in the practical 
expression of College life and in the 
field of Christian service.

Rules are not imposed upon the stu­
dents, but the great Christian prin­
ciples of spiritual life and leadership 
are inculcated. Nothing is stereotyped; 
nothing is standardized. Initiative is 
developed, and the gifts of individual 
students are drawn out. They are 
encouraged to express their own per­
sonalities, under the common recog­
nition of the Lordship of Christ and 
the unity of the Spirit. This whole 
system is permeated by the atmos­
phere of prayer for without constant 
prayer and watchfulness it would be 
impossible to maintain it efficiently.

The Cabinet for the past session 
was composed as follows: Janies Hut­
chinson, President and Head Boy; 
Ellen Callander, Vice-President and 
Head Girl; Rose Olsen, Secretary; 
Dixon Gordon, John Hadall and Roy 
Cook. They had a somewhat difficult 
task. The present senior year, to 
which most of them belong, had en­
tered the College in the time when we 
were without a home and when the 
system of self-government with its 
special discipline was to some extent 
in abeyance. The larger numbers of 
students now entering the College 
take longer to become absorbed in the 
stream of College life and it is not so 
easy to incorporate them in the stu-
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the personality of the students or run 
them all into one mold. It has de­
veloped individuality. (3) Their dis­
crimination. In most eases the stu­
dents have come to discover by the 
time they reach their third year that 
the Bible College is attempting to set 
forth the pure Christianity of the New 
Testament in its essential reality, 
transcending all denominational dis­
tinctions and emphasizing no school 
of thought. Hence we find them con­
fessing such discoveries as these: a 
larger conception of God; a broader 
outlook on life; a greater love and 
sympathy for people of all denomina­
tions; the unity of all Christians in 
Christ; the presence and power of the 
Holy Spirit; the living character of 
the Bible; the reality of spiritual 
things; a wider vision of the world’s 
vast need of the Gospel.

One of the most thoughtful students 
of the class, summing up her testi­
mony as to what the Bible College has 
meant in her ease, writes, “The main 
impression left upon my mind is the 
wonder of Christ”.. And then she 
proceeds to elaborate what she means 
by this, under three points: the won­
der of Christ in the Bible, the wonder 
of Christ in the instructors, and the 
wonder of Christ in the students.

One of the men receiving the dip­
loma is a Russian lawyer in middle 
life, a graduate of the former St. 
Petersburg University, who lost his 
fortune when the revolution broke 
out, practised law in China until Rus­
sian extra-territorial rights were 
given up, and finally made his way to 
Toronto. Being a deeply religious 
man, but utterly dissatisfied with the 
only Christianity he had known, that 
of the Orthodox Greek Church of the 
Czarist regime, he soug'ht for light 
by attending Protestant churches in 
Toronto. At last the truth began to 
dawn upon him and then he came to 
the Bible College. With what result, 
he describes in the following para­
graphs:

“In August, 1929, I came to To­
ronto Bible College. Here I was 
graciously received, encouraged, and 
given all the information I desired. 
I joined the College and whole­
heartedly devoted myself to study. 
Here I have approached the solution 
of all mysteries. I found the most 
sublime conception of the religion of 
Christ. It dawned upon me and now 
I stand with wide open eyes, with 
stretched-forth hands ready to face 
my God.

“Here in the College I was gently 
led into truth. Here I have learned 
to read the Bible with understanding. 
Here I have firmly established myself 
in Christ and decided to devote my 
years to the service of the Lord.”

One of our special students, a Men­
nonite pastor, himself at one time a 
professor in a European institution, 
who spent a few months of the session 
with us, sent a letter to the faculty 
expressing his appreciation in the fol­
lowing terms:

“I have not been a regular student, 
nevertheless I think that the faculty 
■will not be inattentive to the words 
of gratitude I wish.to utter for hav­
ing opened unto me the doors of the 
T.B.C. in such a friendly way, so that 
I have been able to attend a series 
of very good lectures on the most vital 
questions in Christian life. This has 
meant very much to me. The spirit 
that prevails in the College, and that 
rules the faculty as well as the stu­
dents, in persona and in corpore, has 
kindled in me an affection for the 
T.B.C. that is going to remain with 
me in the years to come. It is Chri- 
tianity of the best type that is lived 
and taught in the institution.”

With these testimonies we may fit­
tingly close the 37th annual report, 
simply adding on behalf of the faculty 
a note of profound gratitude for the 
sense of divine favour we enjoy and 
for the happy fellowship we share in 
carrying on this blessed work.
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On the morning of Sunday, April 
19th, two hundred students, friends 
and members of the Staff and Board 
gathered in the Assembly Hall to ob­
serve the ordinance of the Lord’s Sup­
per. The service, conducted by the 
Principal, commenced at 11 o’clock. 

The late Bev. Dr. McTavish had con­
sented to address the gathering on 
this occasion, but, instead, the mes­
sage was brought by Rev. T. B. Hyde.

This annual event has become one 
of the much appreciated features as­
sociated with the close of the session.

(graiJuatinn icxerrtscs
Wahner Road Baptist Church was 

packed to the doors ten minutes be­
fore the time announced for the open­
ing of the graduation exercises 
on Friday, April 24 th. About eight 
o’clock it was found necessary to 
close the doors and thus a consider­
able number of interested friends 
failed to gain admission. The College 
exceedingly regrets this unfortunate 
circumstance and hopes that those 
who were on the outside will recog­
nize that every effort was made to 
accommodate as large a crowd as 
possible.

The programme of the evening was 
of a very high order throughout. 
The choral selections were well ren­
dered and the choir of one hundred 
voices, under the direction of Mr. 
Shildrick, made a worthy contribu­

tion to the exercises of the evening. 
The addresses of Mr. Roy C. Cook 
on “The Value of the Supernatural”, 
Miss Ethel G. Dawson on “God’s Re­
sponse to Man’s Cry”, and Mr. Geo. 
Darby on “The Working of God’s 
Power” were uniformly good and 
called attention to three phrases of 
Christian experience and witness.

The President, Mr. E. G. Baker, 
presented the diplomas and certifi­
cates to some sixty students, after 
which Rev. Canon Osborne Troop led 
in the prayer of dedication.

Rev. Dr. H. H. Bingham, pastor of 
Walmer Road Church, led in the de­
votional exercises. The College is 
grateful to the officials of this church 
for the use of their splendid audi­
torium.

A KuBBian Bjawger’s uJrsttmnny
Hi,! £Hr. Srrgc (ffnimtaiilfunff. nnt> nf tljv (Sraiiitatiitij ©lutiritta

To begin with, in my early youth I 
was a religiously minded boy. I be­
lieved in God. I used sincerely to 
confess my sins to the priest. My re­
lation to God and my responsibility 
before him for all my deeds were real 
to me.

Later on, at the age of between six­
teen and nineteen, when I got inter­
ested in science, especially in the then 
vague materialistic conception of the 
universe, a struggle came into my soul 
between what I held to be the latest 
findings of science and my religion.

I was reared in the Greek Orthodox 

creed—the state religion of Czarist 
Russia. My God was a Greek Ortho­
dox God, the arbitrary God of com­
plex spiritual and material worlds, 
God of angels, of saints, of images, of 
sacred rituals, and of a vast host of 
priests of all ranks—God identified 
with a certain political and econom­
ical system of my country and with 
that regime of oppression which was 
characteristic of Czarist Russia, to 
which the church always lent its sup­
port.

Well, in that struggle of my soul, 
that kind of religion could not stand.
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Africa under Sudan United Mission.
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Schulte 

(Velma Turner ’29) are living at 
Waterloo, Ont., where Mr. Schulte is 
taking a course in Waterloo College.

Miss Gertrude Gibb (’30) has been 
accepted by the Inland South Am­
erica Missionary Union and will be 
sailing soon for the field.

Miss Lily Poley ’30, has completed 
a course of training at the Nursing 
at Home Mission and is under ap­
pointment to French _ Equatorial 
Africa under Sudan United Mission.

John Trewin, ’31, has been appoint­
ed sailors’ missionary at the port of 
Toronto, under the Sailors’ Mission 
of The Upper Canada Tract Society.

Roy C. Cook, ’31, has been appoint­
ed pastor of the Baptist Church at 
Sandwich, Ont.

Minnie Hoogstad, ’31, is in charge 
of the Rest Home, Toronto, of the 
Sudan Interior Mission.

Dixon H. Gordon, ’32, has been ap- 
pointed student pastor of the Baptist 
church at Dunkin, Que.

James N. Hepburn (’31) is at 
Westfield, N.B., under the Home Mis­
sion Board of the Presbyterian 
Church. He is going on into the Pres­
byterian ministry.

Gordon Chambers (’31) and Edna 
Trout (’31) have been accepted 
by the Women’s Missionary Board 
of the Regular Baptiste of Can­
ada for foreign service in Belgian 
Equatorial Africa. In the meantime 
Mr. Chambers has been appointed for 
a few months to a Home Mission pas­
torate in Saskatoon, and Miss Trout 
will take further training in the Nurs- 
ing-at-Home Mission in Toronto.

Orville Thamer (’31) and Ethel 
Neale (’30) have been accepted by 
the Sudan Interior Mission for work 
in Northern Nigeria.

Ronald Bonner, ’32, Clifford Van- 
Duzen, ’31, and George Darby, ’31, 
are serving the Baptist Convention of 
Ontario and Quebec this summer as 

student pastors at Widdifield, Bel- 
fountain and Capreol respectively.

Mr Moir A. J. Waters, B.A., the 
son of our Secretary, graduated with 
honours from Emmanuel College, 
Toronto, in April. He has received 
the distinction of being appointed 
Assistant to Dr. Trevor Davis in 
Timothy Eaton Memorial Church, 
his duties to begin in September.

James Ferguson and Frank W. 
Dean are on summer fields in Nor­
thern Ontario under the Presbyterian 
Board. Mr. Ferguson is at Thessalon, 
Ont., and Mr. Dean at Echo Bay.

Rose Olsen ’31, has been appointed 
a visiting missionary in connection 
with the Toronto Jewish Mission.

Victor Freeman, ’33, is in charge of 
the work at Lappin Avenue Mission, 
Toronto.

Earl Phillips, Bertha Belch, Flor­
ence Shepherd, Ada Smith and Eliza­
beth Ferguson have been appointed to 
work in the Bronte Camp under the 
Toronto City Mission.

Mrs. Beth McKay, Minnie Hubbel, 
and Florence Glover are spending 
July and August in work at Bowman- 
ville, in the eamp conducted by Mem­
orial Institute, Toronto.

Frank Ward, ’32, has been appoint­
ed for the summer to work in connec­
tion with the Toronto Jewish Mission.

Audrey Evoy, Lola Walker and 
Nellie Horne are to be at Ferndale, 
Muskoka, during the Canadian Kes­
wick Convention.

Mr. and Mrs. Ross Almas (’30) 
graduated on May 24th in the Chris­
tian Service Medical Course at the 
National Bible Institute, New York.

The Cabinet chosen to preside over 
the student activities for the session 
1931-32 is composed of the following 
members: John McLeod, president 
and head boy; Grace Weir, vice-pre­
sident and head girl; Ella Miller, 
secretary; Viola M. Good, assistant 
head girl; Robert Simpson, Victor 
Freeman, and Dixon Gordon.




