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2 THE BIBLE COLLEGE RECORDER

@he Principal's Report

Extracts from the Report presented hy the Prinripal at the Aunual Meeting of the Board and
@ounril, April 29th.

The Toronto Bible College has now
completed its 38th session, and the
following review of the year’s work
will show that it is still making steady
progress and still enjoying the Divine
favour.

1. The Enrolment.

The session was marked by the
largest increase in attendance, in both
departments of the College work,
which has taken place in any singla
year. A total of 603 students were
enrolled, an inerease of 111 over last
vear. The Day Class enrolment was
278, an increase of 42, and the Even-
ing Class enrolment 325, an increase
of 69.

1. An analysis of the Day Class en-
rolment of 278 students is as follows:

There were 115 men and 163 women,
distributed over the three years of the
course as follows: First year, 69 men,
80 women, total 149. Second year, 26
men, 52 women, total 78. Third year,
20 men, 31 women, total 51.

Their denominational elassification
is as follows: Anglican 12, Baptist
104, Mennonite 16, Preshyterian 29.
United Church 31, Associated Gospel
Churches 4, Brethren 12, Congregs-
tional 3, Christian and Missionary Al-
liance 3, Advent Christian 2, Disciples
2. Evangelical 3, Friends 2, Lutheran
3, Pentecostal 4, Methodist 2, Salva-
tion Army 2, Undenominational 44.

The homes represented by these stu-
dents are distributed geographieally
as follows:—111 in Toronto, 17 in
Hamilton, 6 in Fort William, 99 in
other parts of Ontario, 9 in Montreal,
3 in other parts of Quebee, 2 in New
Brunswick, 6 in Winnipeg, 2 in Sas-
katchewan, 1 in British Columbia, 3
in the United States, 1 in Cuba, 5 in
the British Isles, 5 in European coun-
tries, and 8 represented missionary
homes in China, Japan and India.

The increased attendance in our
regular course cannot be attributed
to any large extent to the prevailing
unemployment. While that may ac-
count for the presence of some stu-
dents who would not otherwise have
come, it is just as likely to have pre-
vented the attendance of others, for
a large proportion of the students of
the Bible College have to depend on
some kind of employment to work
their way through. As a matter of
fact the increase of the past session
is not much out of proportion to the
steady increase of the past four years.
During that period the attendance of
men has increased by 80 per cent, and
the attendance of women by 65 per
cent. The increase is most noticeable
among the Baptist students. This can
be traced to the spiritual vitality of
the Baptist Young People’s Societies,
and to the increasing number of grad-
uates of the College who occupy Bap-
tist pastorates. But the increase is
also noticeable among all the other
student groups. Young men and
women are coming to the Bible College
now in a steadily increasing stream
from all the major denominations, and
from numerous undenominational cen-
tres. Since we entered our new build-
ing three years ago our regular Dav
(Class enrolment has increased by 104.

2. The Evening Class enrolment of
325 students includes 72 men and 253
women.

Their denominational classification
is as follows:—Anglican 31, Baptist
91, Presbyterian 64, United Church
34, Brethren 19, Christian and Mis-
sionary Alliance 20, Congregational
6. Mennonite 4, Pentecostal 4, Dis-
ciples 3, Free Methodist 2, Lutheran
1, Advent Christian 1, and 45 from
undenominational groups.

These young people came from 111
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different congregations in all parts of
the ecity, including 13 Anglican
Churches, 31 Baptist Churches, 16
Presbyterian Churches, 31 United
Churches, and 30 Churches and Mis-
sions of other Christian groups.

I1. The Teacher Training Course.

An important addition has been
made to the Evening Class curriculum
in the form of a Teacher Training
Course. The Toronto Bible College is
co-operating with several other Train-
ing Schools and Theological Seminar-
ies in North America in the recently
organized Evangelical Teacher Train-
ing Association for the preparation of
thoroughly qualified and Biblically
trained Sunday School Teachers. At
the beginning of the session two spe-
cial Teacher Training Classes were
added to the Evening programme.
This new forward step met with an
immediate response from Sunday
School teachers all over the city. But
these two classes were not enough to
meet the demand which was thus ecre-
ated, and at the New Year two more
classes were added in order to enable
those students who desired to do so
to secure their Teacher Training Cer-
tificates this year.

IIT.—The Student Activities.

The manifold activities of the stu-
dent body—evangelistic and mission-
ary, social and devotional-—were car-
ried on with their usual enthusiasm
and with that helpful co-operation
which the system of student self-gov-
ernment has developed.

1. The Ewvangelistic Work.— Two
campaigns were conducted in Toronto
Churches during the course of the
sessions, a two weeks’ campaign in
the west end of the city in the fall
term, and a week’s campaign in the
north end in the spring term. The
latter campaign was the largest which
the students of the College have as yet
undertaken.

Tke following statistical summary
will give some idea of the contribu-

tion the students have made to Chris-
tian effort in and around Toronto,
during the seven months of the ses-
sion.

Services conducted by individual
students: Sundays 498; week days
165; total 663.

Services conducted by bands of stu-
dents: Sundays 50; week days 24;
total 74.

Children’s meetings 268; Young
People’s meetings 170; Prayer Meet-
ings 104; Missionary meetings 47;
Factory meetings 70; Cottage meet-
ings 18; Gospel Mission meetings 56.

Sunday School Work: 134 students
were engaged in 70 churches and mis-
sions teaching 71 girls’ classes and 56
boys’ classes.

Hospital visits 613 ; House to house
visity, 4,534.

Gospel music: On 401 occasions the
students responded to requests com-
ing from all over the city to provide
special musiec of various kinds from
solos to Choir selections.

Open Air Work: This was carried
on during the fall term every Satur-
day evening as long as the weather
permitted.

Personal Evangelism: The individ-
ual work reports show that the claims
of Christ were brought personally be-
fore 2.280 individuals and that 346
decisions for Christ were recorded.

2.—The Missionary Interest— In
addition to its regular weekly work

the Missionary Society planned and

carried out a successful and helpful
missionary conference in the middle
of the spring term. Omne of the most
important features of this Society’s
work is to maintain a vital connection
between the student body at home and
that great body of former students
now scattered in all the mission fields
of the world. This is done by means
of prayer and correspondence and
occasional gifts. Every day at moon
some group of students in the College
meets for a few minutes to remember
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@he Besting of Man

Abddress by Hiola M. Good at the Graduation Exerrises on April 24tk

The study of what the human race
was created for leads us to one of the
highest and most helpful conceptions
of the Christian life. As ‘‘the heavens
declare the glory of God and the fir-
mament showeth His handiwork,”’ so
man also was destined to be a witness
for God. As nature reflects the glory
of created light soc man was to reflect
the glory of uncreated light.

God created man with a capacity
for fellowship with Himself. He was
endowed with free-will with which he
might choose God and depend on Him,
and so become partaker of His good-
ness and glory. This was God’s pur-
pose for man.

In the light of this fact, how shall
we account for the ruin and degra-
dation of humanity as we see it to-day,
not only in the world around us but
in our inward nature? The answer is
that this nature of ours made a wrong
choice at the beginning. When Adam,
our representative head, chose to fol-
low self-will instead of the will of
God, he gave a wrong bent to human
nature and a wrong course to human
history. 2

The subsequent history of the world
reveals the fact that self-will is the
motive which has animated and per-
meated the whole human race. The
outworkings of self-will record a dark
picture indeed. But God is still deal-
ing with man, warning him of the
ultimate end of the course he has
chosen and introducing a remedy,
slowly but surely, whereby the true
destiny of man may be attained. All
the dispensations of God since the
fall have had one purpose in view,
the restoration of that life of God
which was forfeited in the wrong
choice of our representative head.

But before man can be restored to
his original state and attain his true
destiny he must be convinced of the

utter darkness into which self-will
has plunged him. He must see self-
interest as an essentially wrong atti-
tude and as an enemy of all good.

Even the righteous Job had to learn
this lesson. God brought the patri-
arch to see the real nature of self by
drawing him out of himself and by
turning his mind away from his own
suffering to behold in nature the won-
drous manifestation of the sympathy
and the power and glory of the Cre-
ator in the universe around him.
Through this revelation Job was
brought to an attitude of self-surren-
der and complete dependence on God.
God won his heart and could now
abundantly bless him.

The dispensation of the law was
designed to bring the people of Israel
to a sense of their need as they meas-
ured themselves with God’s holy
standard. The sense of need thus
aroused was intended to lead them
from trust in themselves to absolute
dependence on the Lord their God.
Thus the law was to serve its purpose
as a school-master to lead men to
Christ.

God further dealt with His people
through His prophets, those holy men
of God whose messages came not by
the will of man but by the will of
God. God’s purpose in prophecy was
first of all realized in the propheg
himself. Isaiah was qualified to serve
in this capacity only after his vision
in the temple. The overwhelming
sense of the glory of the Lord which
he received then brought him to
realize his great need as he saw him-
self ‘undone’ before God. The truth
thus realized by the prophet himself
was then conveyed to the people in
the message of his ministry.

The afflicted condition of the nation,
which was the result of their self-
willed course, called forth messages of




















