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iBark tn tlje Sibir
One of the greatest needs among us 

to-day is a return to the reading of 
the Bible. The Bible is not being read 
even by Christian people as it used to 
be read in former generations. A noted 
English historian described the people 
of England in the days after the Re­
formation as “the people of a book, 
and that book was the Bible”. A 
famous Frenchman, writing a hundred 
years ago, attributed the greatness of 
the American people to the universal 
reading and preaching of the Bible 
among them. No one would venture 
to say that these statements are true 
to-day in either case. In Canada, too, 
the reading of the Bible as a book has 
gone out of fashion among many who 
call themselves Christians, and their 
ignorance of the Bible is profound.

This is the chief reason for the low­
ering of the moral atmosphere every­
where. The moral atmosphere of any 
communitv always depends upon the 
Word of God. Moral sanction cannot 
be maintained in any place where the 
Bible is not known. Even Thomas 

Huxley had to confess this. “I have 
been seriously perplexed”, he declared, 
“to know by what means the religious 
feeling of mankind, which is the essen­
tial basis of conduct, is to be kept up 
without the use of the Bible.”

The Bible should be studied in parts, 
of course, and its most important 
parts, like the Psalms and the Gos­
pels, should receive most attention. 
But the Bible should also be read as 
a whole. Something is missed if this 
is not done. Christianity itself cannot 
be truly understood without the back­
ground of the Old Testament, out of 
which it came. Old Testament history 
cannot be discarded without loss. It 
is not ordinary history. It reveals the 
mind of God moving down through 
the ages in the majestic march of His 
redeeming purpose as He prepared 
for the final revelation in His Son.

Not the least important contribu­
tion which the Bible College is. mak­
ing to the churches is the training of 
young people in the reading of the 
Bible as a whole. The central feature
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(16 miles) in order to learn more about 
the One Who has saved them from 
sin. Even little tots not more than 
nine or ten years of age have also 
walked this distance. We know what 
kind of answer this group would 
give if asked “Lovest thou Me?”

What’s that we hear? Snoring? Yes. 
Downstairs the large dining room 
floor is used for the men to sleep on, 
and the sound is sufficient to assure 
you that they are comfortable and 
contented.

6 a.m. Ding-a-ling! Now there is 
a great scuffle—everyone getting up 
and hurrying into chapel for morning 
prayer.

7 a.m. Come along, you really must 
see this sight. Boys and girls, young 
men and women, older men anil wo­
men, standing around the different 
tables. On the tables we see the rice 
bowls filled to overflowing and in the 
centre three or four bowls of vege­
tables and meats. Soon there is the 
clitter-clattei of the chop-sticks and 
the sound of happy fellowship as they 
chat one with another.

There are morning, afternoon and 
evening sessions carried on by the 
Chinese evangelists from the different 
stations, as well as by the mission­
aries. These sessions take in Bible 
instruction, object talks, special sing­
ing and Gospel messages.

EnattgeliHttr ffiantpaigtis
Nov. 28, 1935 

Rev. D. A. Burns,
16 Spadina Road, Toronto.

Dear Mr. Burns:—
From November 10 to 24, students of the Toronto Bible College conducted 

a vigorous and fruitful Evangelistic Campaign in Evangel Hall, which is situated 
on Queen Street, near Bathurst, in a densely populated and decidedly cosmo­
politan neighborhood. There was no effort to use spectacular means; they 
depended upon the preaching of the Gospel, prayer, and individual contacts. 
The house-to-house visitation, carried on before and during the campaign, 
convinced those visited that they were welcome at the Hall and resulted in 
the appearance of some who will become permanently associated with us. 
More than one gave as his reason for coming, “Someone came to my door 
and invited me.” A young Roman Catholic woman, who first came as a 
result of personal invitation, attended nearly every meeting and received great 
blessing. One evening a group of four young people said they too had come 
in response to the personal invitations given them. This phase of the work 
was very valuable to the students also, because of the experience gained 
thereby.

Any meetings that might have interrupted these gatherings were set aside 
and every effort was put forth towards the success of the campaign. Many 
of our own faithful ones were in constant attendance and brought others who 
had hitherto shown little interest. The students were in charge of all meet­
ings with the exception of the Bible School on Sunday—children’s meetings, 
women’s meetings, the Junior church and the Sunday evening services.

The music throughout the campaign, both instrumental and vocal, was 
of a high order and attracted many who might otherwise have been onlv 
casually interested.

The preaching of the young men was greatly blessed and brought to light 
real possibilities for the future. The sincerity and the informality of the 
services appealed strongly to all who attended.
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The testimonies of the students stirred many hearts to definite decision 
and surrender, and contributed greatly to the value of the services. Some of 
the fathers and mothers who were present found themselves longing that their 
own sons and daughters might share in the blessing experienced by these 
young men and women, and the close contact of the young people at the Hall 
with this group will mean much for the future.

Meetings for the children were conducted nearly every afternoon, at which 
the average attendance was forty-five. From this group were recruited the 
members of the Junior Choir, who assisted in two of the Friday evening 
meetings, greatly to the delight of the congregation. Some of the leaders of 
the children’s services gave indications of real adaptability and an apprecia­
tion of what boys and girls need, and knew how to present the truth. The 
boys and girls of Evangel Hall will hail the students’ reappearance with 
great delight.

The men who attended the Men’s Prayer Meeting are unanimous in their 
desire that the work be renewed at some future time. One, who had been 
wandering in misery and fear, found, the first evening he attended, a message 
in one of the testimonies that gave him comfort and encouragement, and now 
he gives thanks that the Campaign has been used to bring him back to old 
paths of blessing and usefulness. Some of the older boys and girls, as well 
as many younger ones, date the beginning of a new experience from these 
services. The hearts of men and women were stirred and deep impressions 
made by the sincere words of these young people from the Bible College and 
by the evidences of reality which they gave. A number were convinced that 
the joy of life does not go out when the Lord appears, but that life truly begins 
only when He is received.

The attendance was very gratifying throughout, in spite of some rainy 
days and nights. The congregations for the last two Sunday evenings taxed 
the capacity of the Hall beyond al! comfort and assured the students that 
their work was appreciated.

Repetition of the effort will be hailed with delight at Evangel Hall.
R. J. Koffend.

November 6, 1935.
Rev. Principal John McNicol, D.D.,

Toronto Bible College,
16 Spadina Road.

Dear Principal McNicol,
The Kirk Session of this Church desire to express its deepest appreciation 

and gratitude for the special Evangelistic Services and efforts put forth by 
the students of your College. Their faithful labours and zealous messages in 
word and song, by testimony and instrumental music, have brought to this 
Church and district, a distinctly spiritual atmosphere and influence, which 
will last through many months.

For your own and Professor Hyde’s gracious contribution to the services 
of the Churdh, for the'presence and help of Dr. Waters and Rev. Mr. Burns, 
we cannot speak appreciatively enough.

We feel that to Mr. Burns, a. special tribute of thanks should be rendered, 
for through his leadership and organization, the efforts and arrangements for 
the two weeks of evangelism were perfected.
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