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iBibh (Unllrge $brilH
A year ago we asked our friends to 

take the College on their hearts in 
prayer in \icw of a movement among 
the students, marked by a deepening 
sense of need in their own lives. Dur­
ing the present session the members of 
the Staff and the Board of Governors 
have been meeting for special prayer 
every week, in view of a sense of need 
on their part. The College has reached 
a point in its development where it is 
in danger of losing a most important 
feature of its system of training.

Its very success has created a new 
situation which is embarrassing. The 
classes have become so large and over­
crowded that real teaching is difficult, 
and many students cannot get the per­
sonal attention from their instructors 
which they ought to get. Lecturing 
alone is not training, and it is this 
latter feature of our work that is in 
danger. Many students, too, pass 
through their course without getting 

sufficient opportunity for personal de­
velopment in connection with the 
activities of the College. Splendid as 
our new building is within certain 
limitations, it does not afford the 
accommodation, nor is our staff large 
enough, to give the students who 
come to us all that the College ought 
to give to them.

The supreme peril which besets any 
Christian institution is to fail in the 
purpose for which it was raised up, and 
so miss the will of God. No Christian 
institution can claim the right to con­
tinue in existence unless it fills a place 
in the will of God. The Bible College 
is part of a movement of the Spirit of 
God which has been going on under 
the surface of organized Christianity 
for more than a generation. A famous 
English historian has pointed out that 
in the spiritual progress of mankind, 
“each forward step has been made 
first among the people and the last 
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is a Christianity to experience. We do 
not manufacture our Christian faith; 
we appropriate it.

As a result of our meditation upon 
these things we have concluded that 
God raises up new channels through 
which He can operate from age to 
age. The Bible College movement is 
a new movement of God’s Spirit, 
through which God desires to operate 
and through which He plans to do a 
specific work. We shall not arrogate 
therefore, to ourselves, the task of any 
other Christian institution. We shall 
see that God has brought us to the 
Kingdom for such a time as this, and 
we shall wisely discern the purpose of 
God’s guidance; for if we fail to do 
so, God will raise up another channel 
which will be amenable to the sugges­
tions of His Spirit and serviceable for 
the realization of His will.

The history of the Christian church 
makes clear that God has always 
raised up men through whom, and de­
veloped movements through which, He 
could adequately operate, and the 
supreme task of the Bible College 
movement is to discern the reason for 
God having brought it into being. Our 
business is not to tread upon the 
ground occupied 'by other institutions, 
nor to compete with other organiza­
tions, but to do definitely the work 
which God has committed to us.

Dr. Elmore Harris, the first presi­
dent of Toronto Bible College, said at 
the inception of the work in Toronto, 
that as soon as there was no need for 
the work which the Toronto Bible 
College proposed to do it would im­
mediately disband.

Looking at the movement again, one 
sees obvious dangers in it. There is, 
first of all, the danger of narrowness 
and bigotry. In this day when there 
are so many theories regarding Chris­
tian truth, the Bible colleges have em­
phasized the truth, rather than the 
theories of it, and there is always the 

danger on this ground of assuming that 
we are the chosen people. It is possible 
for us to develop a harsh and a critical 
attitude to those who disagree with us 
in matters of doctrine and practice, 
and in some quarters the movement 
has been identified with a limited con­
ception of the Divine revelation.

Those who were instrumental by 
the grace of God in establishing the 
first schools had no such idea. Moody, 
for example, was a man of very wide 
sympathies, and while he disagreed 
with many7 people of his day, and was 
very loyal to the truth of God as 
he understood it, his disagreements 
were always of a charitable nature. 
God will deprive us of the privilege of 
being a blessing to others if we draw 
about ourselves any separating wall of 
self-confidence or pride, and our min­
istry will be passed on to others.

Again, there is in the movement a 
danger of confounding knowledge with 
learning. The teaching of the colleges 
must avoid falling into the error of 
stressing too much the content aims of 
education. It is quite true that we 
desire our students to get the truth, 
but we also ought to arrange more 
definitely for the discipline of their 
minds and intellects. We should aim 
at making 'bigger men and women in 
our classes, as well as seeing that they' 
are provided with the truth and 
guarded against error. We would not 
undervalue the emphasis placed upon 
the Bible in the curriculum, but we 
would stress more the idea of the 
school; that young people have come 
to have their minds quickened and 
their visions enlarged, and have them­
selves better equipped mentally as well 
as spiritually for their life’s work.

There is also another danger in the 
movement, and it is that which con­
founds allegiance to the Bible with 
allegiance to a creed. In the course of 
the years we all develop our own 
peculiar shibboleths and we imagine 
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that those who can ring the changes 
upon these shibboleths of ours are true 
to the faith, and those who refuse to 
do so are untrue. The Word of God 
is bigger than any creed, and the 
Bible College movement as a whole 
must remain true to God’s Word, re­
main true to the faith of its founders.

It must not allow itself to be side­
tracked. It must breathe in the ex­
pansive air of Divine revelation as a 
whole, so shall it continue to serve 
God and the churches, and to educate 
young men and women for Christian 
service at home and abroad.

D.A.B.

A Wedt-rnb tuillj Hip ^rartiral Work 9rpariiiwitt
In order that our readers may share 

with us some of the joys of our student 
ministry, we are describing the next 
week-end of our Practical Work De­
partment. The College is known, not 
only for its training, but for its evan­
gelistic and missionary spirit as well, 
and on the week-end of March 1, the 
students of the Day and Evening 
Classes will be engaged in many ser­
vices in the city and beyond.

Three evangelistic campaigns will be 
in progress: one in the centre of the 
city, at \ ictory Mission; another in 
the west end, at Humber Boulevard 
Mission; and a third in the east end, 
at Dawes Road Mission. These mis­
sion churches have, as their pastors, 
graduates of the Bible College, and 
the present student body is assisting in 
the work of these churches by conduct­
ing intensive evangelistic campaigns in 
the communities.

As a preparation for the meetings, 
many students have engaged in house- 
to-house visitation work, inviting the 
people to the services, and, where op­
portunity affords, have been doing 
definite personal work with a view to 
leading individuals to Christ. In this 
way the ground has been thoroughly 
prepared for the sowing of the seed. 
Hundreds of tracts have been left in 
these homes and personal invitations 
have been extended for the people to 
come to the Gospel services.

One is not surprised to learn, there­
fore, that last Sunday evening, when 

the campaign at Dawes Road com­
menced, the church was packed be­
yond capacity, and a number of souls 
definitely accepted Jesus Christ as 
Saviour.

In these campaigns of evangelism, 
a great variety of talent is used, for in 
a College with an undergraduate body 
of over 700 students, many gifts arc 
discovered. Of course it is to be ex­
pected that at each service the Gospel 
message xvill be proclaimed, and in 
this way many young men are trained 
for their work in the ministry. But, 
in addition, at each service a number 
of students tell what God has done for 
them personally and what they hope 
to do for God as they invest their lives 
in His service.

The Evangelistic Band also has a 
fine choir and in addition to selections 
by the choir, quartettes, duets, and 
solos are rendered at the various meet­
ings in the evangelistic campaigns. 
Then, too, during the past two years, 
a fine orchestra has been developed 
and this provides instrumental music 
for a number of the meetings. Each 
afternoon, in these campaigns, chil­
dren’s services are conducted at four 
o’clock, and usually once or twice a 
week girls of the College meet with the 
women of the district in an afternoon 
gathering for prayer and the study of 
God’s Word. This form of service is 
particularly appreciated by the 
mothers, many of whom cannot attend 
the evening meetings.
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Eleanor Call (’35) is working under 
the Mission Board ol the Anglican 
Church in an Indian school at Wa- 
basea in Northern Alberta, 90 miles 
northeast of Slave Lake.

Ralph Hines (’35) is engaged in 
pioneer work in Western Canada.

The second annual edition of 
“The Gateway”, our student pub­
lication, will be on sale in the office 
of the College on April 1, for 50c.

iHisH Agnee ’35
We record with sorrow the death on 

February 7, of Miss Agnes Michell, 
a graduate of last year’s class, and an 
outstanding Christian leader among 
young women. Miss Michell had been 
for many years secretary to Rev. Dr. 
MacTaggart, of St. Columba United 
Church, as well as a teacher of young 
women in that congregation. Her 
deepest interests were in the teaching 
of the Bible and in the training of the 
young women under her care, and five 

years ago she resigned her position to 
take a course in the Bible College. 
She exerted a marked influence upon 
her fellow-students by her quiet, but 
radiant, Christlike spirit. Her loss will 
be deeply felt wherever she was known, 
and especially among the members of 
her own graduating class in the Col­
lege, of which she had been chosen the 
permanent Secretary, to maintain their 
fellowship through the years.

The Spring Banquet of the 
Alumni Association will be held 
in the dining-room of the College, 
on Thursday evening, April 23, 
at 5.45. The Graduating Classes 
of 1936 will be welcomed, and at 
8 p.m. the President of the 
Alumni Association will address 
the gathering and the annual re­
ports of the student organizations 
will be received. We shall be 
glad to welcome our friends to 
the College on this occasion.

The Annual Banquet of the 
Toronto Branch of the Alumni 
Association will be held in the 
dining-hall of the College on Fri­
day evening, March 20, at 6.30. 
The Principal, Dr. McNicol, is to 
speak, and we invite all otn 
former students who reside in 
Toronto to attend. Tickets are 
now on sale in the office of the 
College.

OFFICERS OF

E. G. Baker, President 
John McNicol, Principal

THE COLLEGE
John Westren, Treasurer 
J. M. Waters, Secretary
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