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An Apology

We hereby offer an apology to the
friends of the Bible College to whom
we sent invitations to attend the
Graduation Exercises of the past ses-
sion and who came to Massey Hall
in good time and were turned away.

On the two previous occasions when
we met there, the hall was crowded
to capacity, but the doors were not
closed till the time at which the ser-
vice began. On this occasion, how-
ever, as soon as the doors were opened
the public surged in, and in less than
fifteen minutes the ground floor and
the upper gallery were completely
filled; and in the first gallery only
those sections were left which had been
reserved for the parents and friends
of the graduating classes and for the
members of the Board and Council.
These sections comprised about four
hundred seats, for admission to which
a special ticket had been provided.
Long before half past seven the officer

at the door refused to let anyone else
pass who was not provided with this
ticket. We are exceedingly sorry that
so many who came after that with our
card of invitation could not get in.
We confess that we were not pre-
pared for the situation that arose that
evening. We knew that there existed
a rising tide of interest in the annual
Graduation Service of the Bible Col-
lege; the increasing attendance from
year to year was an evidence of that.
But we failed to realize the extent to
which that interest has grown when
we prepared for our service this year.
We should like to let our friends know
now that we are already making pre-
parations to meet the situation next
year. For our next Graduation Ser-
vice we have engaged the University
of Toronto Arena, on Bloor Street,
which will accommodate twice as many
as Massey Hall.
J. McN.
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@he @losing Exvrriﬁw

As we passed along Shuter Street
from Yonge in downtown Toronto on
the evening of April 24, about 6.35,
we were amazed to see the queues of
people already standing in line waiting
to gain admission to Massey Hall for
the Graduation Exercises of the 42nd
Session. Several lines of people ran
east from the main door of entrance
into the hall, and then turned south
on Victoria street until people were in
line further south than the side door
cf entrance, at which many people
had congregated clamoring for admis-
sion. Other lines ran west from the
door and south on the lane, while still
others ran out to Yonge street and
south on Toronto’s main thoroughfare,
running north and south.

The doors were open for only twelve
minutes, and during that brief period
about 2,500 people poured into the
hall until the ushers were swamped,
with people in the aisles waiting to be
shown to their seats. Those in charge
of the arrangements did everything
humanly possible to secure accommo-
dation for the hundreds still on the
outside, but all that could be done
with about one hundred seats remain-
ing was to select one hundred people
from out of town to fill them. Among
this last hundred admitted were friends
from Philadelphia, Winnipeg, Mont-
real, Peterborough, Orillia, Barrie,
Brantford, Kitchener, Norwood, Osh-
awa and Hamilton, and we regret that
friends from London, Aurora, Oshawa,
and other points, as well as hundreds
from Toronto could not be accommo-
dated.

Inside the hall we witnessed a char-
acteristic Bible College closing. On
the platform were to be found repre-
sentatives of all Christian communions
and of all branches of Christian work.
In the choir all parts of this continent
were represented, as well as many

other lands. The rendering of the
anthems and hymns by the College
choir was never more appreciatively
received, and the testimonies of the
students who spoke in a simple
straightforward manner exemplified
the spirit and training of the College.

The service commenced with a brief
period of devotions, in which the
audience was led by Rev. R. V.
Bingham, D.D. The Principal, whose
presence is always a benediction, pre-
sided, and in a few remarks empha-
sized certain aspects of the ministry
of the College, especially relating to
its contribution to the entire work of
the Christian church. The Principal
pointed out the important features of
the work of the 42nd session, after
which he presented to the President,
Mr. E. G. Baker, the successful stu-
dents for their diplomas and certifi-
cates. Seventy diplomas were granted
to students of the day classes, ard
seventeen certificates to students of the
evening classes. The prayer of dedica-
tion was offered by Rev. George C.
Pidgeon, D.D., minister of Bloor Street
United Church, and the benediction
was pronounced by the Rev. J. B. M.
Armour, Secretary of the Bible So-
ciety. Many of the friends of the
students remarked upon the order of
the service, and the vast majority of
the congregation remained in their
seats, engaging in the chorus singing
in which they were led by the College
choir. Lingering on toward the mid-
night hour, many of the graduating
students were receiving the congratula-
tions and felicitations of their friends.

The College is open each
Tuesday evening during the
Summer for prayer.

The meeting commences at 8.
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Keports of the Session

@he Regular Course RKegistration

The total registration in the four
years of the regular course was 342
(145 men and 197 women) which is
a further increase over last year. They
were classified as follows:

Men Women Total

Preparatory Year = 7 28 35
First Year ... 61 64 125
Second Year ~ 38 46 84
Third Year ... 34 55 89
Special Students _ . 5 4 9
Totals . . 145 197 342

The graduating class, composed of
those who received the College dip-
loma, numbers 70, which is 7 more
than the largest previous graduating

class (1934).

Of the 342 regular students, 120
came from Toronto, and 178 from
other points in Ontario, including 18

@he Evening @lass Enrnlment

The enrolment in the various Even-
ing Classes totalled 379 (103 men and
276 women). This makes the com-
plete enrolment in all classes of the
College for the session to be 721, com-
prising 248 men and 473 women.

The 379 students in the FEvening
Classes came from 133 congregations
in all parts of Toronto including 45
Baptist Churches, 23 United Churches,
15 Presbyterian Churches, 10 Anglican
Churches, 16 Independent or unde-
nominational Churches, and 24
Churches of other Christian groups.

 Employment of the Shudents

Many of our students find it neces-
sary to supplement their finances by
working during their spare time. Some
of them find positions themselves, but
the College staff is constantly on the
lookout for part-time remunerative
employment for our students.

from Hamilton, 7 from Woodstock, 4 Women  Men
from London, and 6 from Sault Ste. In homes
Marie. 15 came from Eastern Canada Pastors of churches 10
including 9 from Montreal, and 8 Restaurants . 7 9
from Western Canada. 7 came from Nursing 4
the United States and 7 from the School Teachers 4 1
British Isles and Europe, and 7 from Stores 8 15
Missionary families in Africa, India, Agency work 6
China and South America. Miscellaneous . 10 27
Regular Course Registration

1929] 1930] 1931 1932] 1933 1934] 1935] 1936
Nien e 55 87| 88| 113| i11] 130] 136| 145
Women 19| 125 148 163| 178" " 191 . 199" 197
Total 174| 212| 236| 278 289| 321| 335 342
Graduates 28| 35| 49| 39| 44| 63} 62 70

Evenming Class Enrolment

Students
Enrolled 232| 256 256] 325| 414| 403] 365 379
Churches \ | | |
Represented 88| 99| 95| 111 121] 138] 126] 133




HERT=SERT ‘BANMIY MA@ Ju juampmiag aijy yo jaodagy

o s =) o|»
%’ ? ] ~E © <:Z e (g
< £t 28 2= e < |5 |[Week
' o * |Ending
L o|ro| = o= Do = < [ pof = o= SIS (53
I B T G e e A e = S D S A R (= llo|®a|o|w| oo
lh: =4 [t B = B = Persons
| to| | alw|e|ala|n|c|w|olo|a|w|x o a|e|w|o|=|p|a|o| ool Dealt with
»—-qu-nqphoc’:wbm&omH»—‘Amwomwmowwwwmq
& S I BYCO | ) ] e e A B
Professed
o Py
1) —{pofoe ||| ofnof o e (<) - | eo| =] eo| 0| = | | = Go Decisions
Church Services
© Sun Conducted by
0 ol rofoo|co| b ot i oo|oo| e N @%N%W%,#@WNW - Id..d 1
= :nmg»s&smmw»gﬁoo‘q‘»mwu»cwmmwmm»o ndividuals
Church Services
ol |Sun. Conducted by
o wo|pofcofoo|po|| oo = | co|po| | == | cofw|eo | Groups
Mission
= Wk. Day|Meetings
-~ A N S S S S S S S S S e e R RS L I R RS B Conducted
&l | i, SRl
-~ [ = = = = —ofor|==|e| [ m»—a‘s Children’s
S Meetings
=
© l | [ e e e ol e o el Wk. Day Conducted
-4
Evangel == Bethel Evangel Parkdale
Hall ZE Mennonite Hall Presby. Campaizn
e 2 — | Services
& %) - - =, —-
Al qm’-‘»if_mftjqw mmm:c\,mmr_@ r
Young
o) People’s
[ = = A
= || alalw|o|e|  [o|efw|a|= wo| o || co|rof | | or| 3] | & | ool 2o Meetings
Cottage
i 3
o ol e Meetings
Factory
10| 0o |fol bofo| o] po| b0 | o ro| o | o ol b0 | Do | ro| o f-ro| | 00 SESHSIES) Meetings
Missionary
- Meetings
© | S == | o
|Jail
- - Meetings
S = [ == (= B - - - — . |
i e - [
Women’s
Meetings
< EE RS S ) el el e A et Lt et L el Y >
Other
Services
2 o |o|es|ro| [ro]co|rofesleo|oe| |=im | =
Choir
© - L L Rl Rl R Ll
o Sun.
) == ro| 0| | = [y ro| = I IS Quartettes
ro Wk. Day
|| ro|ro|po| || == = | o
-
S Orchestra
;_4;}-‘)—‘ - b—l;;)—‘ Ll el el 5 ':4-___
o
ot M L Ll ol el e el | = v‘r-‘_gi_g__sun' Duets
- ==
o e B S 7'—‘!—‘)—'[\5[\'3[\3
= o
= e i o 1S ) HsHWNEHﬂHNH Solos
'S
5 o ||| === e e o
o -
=2 I S e Rt 1 _HNHHN::E: Piano
©
Q| e || w|w|d|H = e ol ||| ||| Wk. Day
-
o =] |- = | o - SIS . \Sun. ngtl'l?mental
P Bl umbers
-
= N S S T T T S L o s S ) LS X ) ) ___'Wk.Day
-3 - =
o = oot = w|o| o e b o fpofoof e House
0 wio|alo|=|R|lo|a||o || D |t |w| oo ©lw @ Visitation
w_mw»—}h»—lqummwm»—}mqwooom»—-mmgg_cogwwi
- .
e Hospital
- ciloo AR alaln | w|o|o|n|© w | |=1|o|w|c|Cto i |=3|m|ED Visitation
w wirlimklglalsnlolaslelalalolalm wlolp el wnlmlol=ictalo -




THE BIBLE COLLEGE RECORDER 5

Maledirtory Address

Belivered ut the Graduation Exerrises in Massey Hall, on April 24, by Emma Sullivan

Three years
ago the young
people who
graduate to-
night met for
the first time
in  Toronto
Bible College.
We came, with
our widely dif-
fering experiences and personalities,
from every walk of life. We had one
thing in common—Ilove forour Saviour,
Jesus Christ, and an earnest desire to
know Him and serve Him better. A
new world opened to us. Every day for
three brief years we studied, prayed,
worked and played together. We met
as strangers; we part tonight as life-
long friends.

It is with overflowing hearts we
thank God for our beloved Faculty,
for all they have done for us and
meant to us—for their devoted lives,
faithful instruction, never-failing un-
derstanding, sound advice and en-
couragement.

And all the joys and fellowships
that have been ours would not have
been possible except for the faithful-
ness of the Board of Governors and
the friends of the College. We do
appreciate their work on our behalf,
and know that they, too, will be en-
riched by this service.

It is not only that we have increased
in knowledge and collected a number
of well-filled notebooks. That would
not explain the growth that has taken
place, nor the reluctance with which
we leave College. Deep impressions
have been made that will result in
transformed lives: ideas, prejudices,
ambitions have been revolutionized, as
day by day we have been faced with
the real issues of life—the practical
application of our Christianity to the

every day business of living. We have
lived as well as learned, as the Holy
Spirit has carried home to our hearts
the truths we have been taught and
burned them into our experience.

We leave the College tonight with
an unshakeable confidence in the wis-
dom of God’s purpose, the firm assur-
ance that He is working out that pur-
pose today, and the conviction that
His power will bring it to fulfilment.
This is the ground of our faith and
the inspiration of our service.

But how did we arrive at this con-
viction? On what is our confidence
based? God Himself is the answer.
“Behold your God” has been the theme
of our three years of study, the chal-
lenge of every lecture, as day by day
we went through the whole Bible.

In our very first lecture we had to
face the fact of God. He is presented
to us as “The high and lofty One that
inhabiteth eternity” (Isa. 57:15).
the panorama of Creation unfolded
before us in the first book we studied,
we had to acknowledge that “The Lord
is the true God, He is the living God.
He hath made the earth by His power,
He hath established the world by His
wisdom and hath stretched out the
heavens by His discretion” (Jer.
10-12).

Creation is the expression of God’s
infinite personality, and we see His
image in the mental, moral and spm-
tual nature of man, the crown of
creation.

It was only by exerting his free will
for the right that man could be mor-
ally righteous, and not merely inno-
cent. When the test came, in the midst
of the most favorable circumstances,
man deliberately chose the evil and
not the good. He knew God’s will, but
set it aside for self-will. He listened
to the Evil One’s suggestion to doubt
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and distrust God’s goodness and wis-
dom. So the head of the race fell, and
passed on to human nature a perman-
ent tendency to go its own way, in
disregard for God’s will. This is the
essence of sin, expressing itself in pride,
greed, war, crime. Not one of us is
innocent. As we search thesecretplacss
of our hearts tonight, we realize we
have turned everyone to his own way.

The immediate result of that choice
was banishment from the fellowship
of God. Men and women everywhere
are still conscious of a lack, of some-
thing gone wrong. They are pathetic-
ally searching for satisfaction. Only
the Bible shows us what that need is
and how it may be met. In the per-
tinent words of St. Augustine, “O God,
Thou hast made us for Thyself and
our hearts are restless till they rest
in Thee.”

The story of God’s dealings with
the people of Israel and the ancient
nations—which follows the record of
the pronouncement of judgment and
the promise of redemption—illustrates
the conflict between God’s will and
man’s will which has continued down
through the ages since that first re-
bellion.

On the one hand we see the true
nature of man. In spite of God’s
patient, loving revelation of Himself,
men turn away from His will and
assert their own independence, think-
ing they can work out their own sal-
vation. When men and nations per-
sist in this policy, God takes His hands
off and allows them to go their own
way. He forces His will on no one.
He wants our voluntary love and alleg-
iance. As a result, again and again
we see individuals and nations plunged
into ruin and defeat, the inevitable
outcome of following self-will. They
feel God’s wrath because they spurn
His mercy.

On the other hand we see the ma-
jestic sovereignty of God. He is still

on the throne of the universe. Despite
the opposition of men and the mani-
pulations of Satan, His purpose runs
on like a silver cord through the dark-
ness of man’s rebellion, unbroken, to
final triumph. We see nations rise to
great heights of power and wealth,
and crash in a day to the depths of
shame and ignominy. God used the
ancient nations to chastise His people
and bring them back to Himself; but
in their pride and self-interest they
transgressed His bounds and were in
turn brought low. Here is the divine
philosophy of history. The nations
think they are working out their own
policies; in reality they are accom-
plishing God’s purpose. That is true
today. He causes even the wrath of
men to praise Him. Surely, “The will
of God is the way of life, but self-will
is folly.”

So through the confusion of history,
those whose trust was in the Lord
could rest confidently in His promise,
“I will watch over My word to per-
form it.”

In the course of time the hour of
God’s clock struck; God Himself
stepped into the world’s history and
accomplished His purpose, God Him-
self rent the heavens and came down
to save His people.

God, clothing Himself in human
nature, stepped out of eternity into
time, in the person of His Son, Jesus
Christ. The purpose of the progressive
series of divine acts and divine werds,
of all the types and symbols of the
past, God supremely achieved and
completed in Jesus Christ. He came
into the world that was made by Him,
but the world did not recognize its
Creator; He came to that nation that
had been specially prepare.i for this
purpose, but they scornfully rejected
Him. But to those who believed on
Him, He gave the right to become the
sons of God—Jew and Gentile, bond
and free could enjoy His redemption






THE BIBLE COLLEGE RECORDER 7

by individual faith in Him and per-
sonal experience of His power.

So God, who commanded the iight
to shine out of darkness at Creation,
has now shined in our hearts, to give
us the light of the knowledge of the
glory of God in the face of Jesus
Christ. B

The cry of human hearts through
the ages has been for God—“Oh, that
I knew where I might find Him, that
I might come before His presence”.
Jesus Christ is the answer t. that cry
—God fully, completely, perfectly re-
vealed in terms we can understand—-
human personality. What condescen-
sion is this? “No man hath seen God
at any time; the only begotten Son,
which is in the bosom of the Father,
He hath declared Him.”

Throughout His earthly life, Jesus
proved Himself one with the Father—
in will, in love, in act, in honour. We
follow Him as He moves up and down
the narrow limits of Palestine, on the
lake, among the hills, in personal con-
tacts, handling crowds, alone at prayer.
and with growing wonder the convic-
tion comes, here Ged is at work. In
every word we hear the authority of
the voice of God, in every touch we
feel His power, in every act we see
His love.

Climaxing that perfect life came the
tragedy of the Cross. But in reality
it was a triumph. For that is the very
point at which God’s eternal purpose
of redemption is accomplished. In that
act, “God Himself met the heaped up
sin of all humanity, the concentrated
evil of all the ages”. It was Ccd in
Christ, reconciling the world to Him-
self.

As we stand before that Cross, awed
by the sight of suffering, holy love,
we are made vividly conscious of our
own absolute wrongness of life and
will, and of our powerlessness to right
ourselves; as we cast ourselves repent-

_they

antly before the Saviour, the message
of the Cross comes to us: Here is the
irrevocable assurance that God will
velcome despairing, repentant sinners
and reinstate them into right relation-
ship with Himself, not waiting until
have made themselves good
enough. On the ground of forgiveness
cffered in Christ, He gives them the
inspiration of immediate fellowship
with Himself and the assurance of
power available for the continuous
present.

Beyond the Cross we see the empty
tomb and the mount of ascension,
Christ was not defeated by the forces
of evil when He bore the penalty of
sin in our place. He was the con-
queror. It is a living Christ whose
victory we share today.

This is the glorious, impelling mes-
sage with which we leave the College
tonight—that the eternal God has done
this, and of set purpose. In infinite
love He has taken the initiative.

Look back now at the sublime, ma-
jectic march of God’s purpose down
through the ages, stretching back into
eternity before the foundation of the
world. Look forward into the farthest
reaches of eternity, when His victory
will be consummated and His glory
manifest to all.

It is because we have seen His
triumph in the past that we can trust
Him unquestioningly for the future.
We are weak, unworthy, insufficient
for the great task of proclaiming such
a Gospel—whether we go back to our
homes and stores and factories and
offices, or out into the highways and
byways of the world. But the living
God, whose eternal purpose rides vic-
toriously over all folly, confusion and
Satanic opposition, is OUR GOD. He
is able to perfect His purpose in each
one of us also. This alone is our con-
fidence as we co forth tonight—QOUR
GOD IS ABLE.
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