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THE BIBLE COLLEGE RECORDER 5

Among the Indians of the Northland
By Earl Higaton, "I5

(The following was written from the
Anglican Mission at Trout Lake in the
Hudson Bay district where Mr. Sig-
ston is assisting Rev. Leslie Garrett
in the work among the Indians.)

My first im-
pression of
the Indians is
quite different
from that con-
tained instory
books or in-
deed in history
books. The In-
dian of the
coppery skin,
embroidered
buckskin garments, wonderful feather
head-dress and dignified bearing is
sadly out of keeping with these hap-
less humans of the north. In three
ways, however, the old Indian can
still be recognized in his present-day
descendants: his native love for colou 5,
his maintenance of a silent reserve,
and his desire to be at large.

The Indians live in tepees which are
rough and crudely fashioned; poles
are erected in tripod form and covered
with old canvas, moose hide, birch
bark and any old clothing available.
The entrance is rather obscure and is
eventually discovered by feeling for a
loose flap. Great care must be exer-
cised in stepping inside so as not to
stand upright right away, as fish is
usually decorating the rafters. It is
quite uncomfortable to feel it strike
your face or become entangled in your
hair. The floor is just loose jack-pine
branches. This also serves as the bed.
The kitchen is in the centre of the
tepee. Dogs are quite numerous and
ravenous; so are the mosquitoes and
the bull flies.

My work is chiefly teaching the
children. It is quite discouraging at
times, as their command of English

is quite limited and my knowledge of
Cree is less. But “our God is able”
and I believe God has ministered to
both children and teacher alike.

We have from six to eight mission
services a week, three on Sunday and
the others practically every night of
the week. The mission is packed to
the doors; every available floor space
1s occupied. The men sit on one side
of the mission and the women on the
other. When the bell is sounded the
people crowd in. An old Indian, seated
at the somewhat over-used organ,
holds down one of the keys while the
hymn number is announced. The sing-
ing begins, but they know nothing of
time, tune or voice control—the only
time they know is “slow time”. T'm
sure Mr. Shildrick’s lectures would be
of no avail up here. The many babies
endeavour to help in the singing, but
are usually late in starting, They
sometimes begin just after Mr. Garret
commences his discourse.

My trip in to Trout Lake and to
these interesting people was most ex-
citing. We left Sioux Lookout at 8.40
a.m., June 26, in a large Fairchild sea-
plane carrying approximately 1,600
pounds, including a canoe which was
tied to the floats. We flew at an alti-
tude of four to five thousand feet, and
a speed of a hundred to a hundred and
ten miles an hour. We reached our
destination at 12 a.m., taking about
three and a half hours for a three-to-
four-week canoe trip. The scenery was
marvellous, miles and miles of lakes,
rivers and forest, seemingly unin-
habited; but Indians are scattered
here and there throughout the land.
Ever so often we would pass over a
trading post with its two or three
shacks surrounded by tepees. The
whole trip was nothing less than a
picture.
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