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Graduating Testimnnies
Bonald A. Loueday, Boston.

Bonald A. Loveday, Boston.

On entering Toronto Bible College
my life was not aglow with the whole-
hearted love for Christ which should
characterize and identify the true
Christian believer. It was with feeble
faith that my prayers arose to One
Who seemed only remotely associated
with the actualities of life. I read the
Bible intermittently but it possessed
no personal attraction or appeal.
Written across my Christian exper-
ience was defeat.

During the past three years, how-
ever, the whole course of my life has
been re-directed, mainly I believe
through discovering the reality behind
the words which Christ spoke to His
disciples as recorded in John 15:4,
“Abide in me and I in you.” To-night
I have a definite reason for the hope
which is within me. Expressing it in
the words of St. Paul, my life is hid
with Christ in God, and the life which
I now live in the flesh T live by the
faith of the Son of God who loved
me and gave Himself for me.

To abide in Christ it is essential
that we pursue the pathway of prayer.
Our College curriculum necessitates
much activity, and sometimes pressing
duties undermine deep spirituality.

You will readily perceive therefore,
the necessity of much prayer. Before
morning lectures while worshipping in
the prayer and praise room we have
proven repeatedly that “they who
wait upon the Lord shall renew their
strength.” During the devotional hour
on Tuesday mornings, stilled because
of the conscious presence of the Lord,
our hearts have been deeply probed
and we have beheld anew His glory,
the glory as of the only-begotten Son
of God.

I have learned that as we abide in
Christ through prayer a mutual rela-
tionship must also exist—He must
abide in us through His Word. Be-
cause we approach the Bible in a
devotional attitude its message 1s ac-
knowledged and accepted as God’s ful-
lest revelation to man. During this our
last year we have been tracing step by
step the events in the life of our Lord
as He followed and fulfilled the will of
His Father in Heaven. As we have
seen His perfect character exemplified
during the days of preaching and
teaching, the nights of solitude and
prayer, the hours of travel and toil,
our hearts have been stirred to action
but also humbled in surrender and
adoration before Him. Thus drawn
closer to our Master we have begun
to penetrate the depth of meaning im-
plied in T John 2:6, “He that saith he
abideth in Christ ought also so to walk
as He walked”. The attainment of this
experience is only possible as Christ
fully abides in us.

Without Christ to-night we would
still be under the bondage of sin, but
abiding in Him we are seated in
heavenly places enjoying His fellow-
ship moment by moment.

My deepest praises ascend to God
for all the privileges I have enjoyed
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at Bible College—for every person
who has influenced my life and for
every experience which has enabled
me to discern and do the will of my
Father in Heaven.

The prayer of my heart this night
1s, “T'each me, O Lord, to continually
and completely abide in the love of
Christ Whom having not seen I love.”

fazel 3. Reesor, Agincourt

e

Hazel 3. nsur; Aginrourt.
From all the priceless truths dis-
covered in God’s Word during my

study at the Bible College, one in par-
ticular has exercised its influence over
me to the extent that my whole out-
look on life has changed. It is the
fact that death precedes life in the
spiritual realm.

In God’s Word we read that “Jesus
being found in fashion as a man,
humbled Himself, and became obed-
lent unto death, even the death of the
cross,” and also that “Jesus said unto
His disciples, If any man will come
after me, let him deny himself, and
take up his cross, and follow me.”

It is natural for man to defend his
own rights, even if it does cause fric-
tion. But our Lord surrendered His
rights and humbled Himself. He might
have been King at different points in
His ministry. He might have won
fame and honour. It was even possible
for Him to have avoided the Cross,
and to have gone back to the glory
which he shared with the Father from
the beginning, and which was His by

right. Had that been the case, we
would not have been made partakers
of that glory. But, thank God, Jesus
became obedient unto the death of
the Cross! :

I am beginning to understand what
Jesus meant when He said, “Take up
thy cross and follow me.” The cross
1sn’t so much a burden to be borne,
but it IS a means of crucifying self.
My cross speaks of suffering, humility,
and finally death—death to selfish
motives, ambitions and desires. “Dy-
ing with Jesus, by death reckoned
mine,” but, oh, we are then assured of
“living with Jesus a new life divine!”
We are raised to newness of life with
Him. It is no more I, but Christ liv-
ing in me. God is now able to carry
out His purpose for my life through
the indwelling Christ, for “it is God
which worketh in me both to will and
to do of His good pleasure.” For what
purpose?

Our Lord was exalted after His re-
surrection that at the name of Jesus
every knee should bow, and every
tongue confess that He is Lord. And
this same Christ reveals Himself to a
dying world through wus. Through
surrendered lives on the platform to-
night, Jesus the Saviour will be re-
vealing Himself to benighted souls in
the uttermost parts of the earth as
well as in the homeland.

And so, as we go out to-night, hold-
ing forth the Word of Life, we would
solicit your prayers, that in the day
of Christ we may all rejoice together
that we have not run in vain, neither
laboured in vain.
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N. Frank Swarkhanuner, Iugersoll

N. Frank Swackhammer: Ingersoll,

The greatest blessing I have re-
ceived from my Bible College course
has been a change in attitude. I came
to Toronto with a wrong conception
of Christian service and a wrong atti-
tude towards that service. I rejoiced
in my redemption, I found joy in every
opportunity of service that presented
itself, and out of these experiences
came my call to the ministry. God
opened doors for advancement and I
followed His guidance until at last I
found Toronto Bible College opened
for me. I entered with the mistaken
idea that / was to learn how to preach
with authority AT people. T thought
I was to do something FOR God.

The first realization that I was in
the wrong frame of mind came to me
in a remark from one of our instruc-
tors, who, in speaking of the purpose
of studying God’s Word, said that we
would come to know ourselves. Know
myself? Did I not know myself? As
a result of daily fellowship with Christ
and through the reading of His Word
I began to realize, “He must increase,
I must decrease.” My seeking must
not be, how can I get more of Christ?
but, how can Christ get more of me?
I must grow less and less; Christ my
Master must become more and more
in me. Realizing this, my attitude was

changed. By coming into the revealing
light of His Word one’s defects are
clearly revealed and “they who fain
would serve Him best are conscious
most of wrongs within.”

John tells us that the risen Lord
appeared in the midst of His disciples
with the words “Peace be unto you:
as my Father hath sent me, even so
send I you”. Christ calls His followers
to serve Him as He served His Father.
Christ’s methods are to be our meth-
ods; Christ’s ways, our ways; His atti-
tude, our attitude. How can we serve
thus? By a study of Christ’s life and
methods.

He came to reveal the very heart
of God to man. The Word became
sinless flesh, and dwelt among men to
declare God unto men. “God hath in
these last days spoken unto us by His
Son.” So we, as one has said, must
become “gospels in shoe-leather” to
reveal Christ to the world.

Christ came not to do His own will
but the will of Him that sent Him;
not to be ministered unto but to min-
ister. “Even so send I you.” When
we, as apostles of Jesus Christ, are
seeking to do His Will, then and only
then are we serving as He served.
Crucified with Him, reckoning our-
selves to be dead indeed unto sin and
self but alive unto God, we follow in
His way, the way of the Cross.

But let us return to John’s account.
After Christ’s words, “Even so send
I you”, we read “He breathed upon
them and saith unto them, “Receive
ye the Holy Ghost.” He came not to
serve in His own strength, but by the
power of the Holy Spirit. The Spirit
rested upon Him in all His fulness;
and even as God breathed the breath
of life into His first creation, so Christ
breathes the power of life and service
into His new creation. We receive
from Him the same power which en-
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abled Him to live His perfect life and
to do His Father’s will. That power,
that Spirit, is ours to enable us to serve
as He served.

So I go forth from this blessed in-

stitution into the service that He has
opened for me, praying that His Spirit
may find in me an instrument that
He can use to the glory of my Saviour
and my Lord.

Alumni @onferenres

The Alumni Asso-
ciation is an ex-
panding organiza-
tion. Each vyear
nearly one hundred
graduates are added
to its roll. As a
composite body, it
faces the world on
all frontiers, and on
its labours the sun never sets.

The maintenance of this fellowship
is a matter of genuine importance, for
any institution which has a chain of
praver circling the globe must see that
each link in the chain is kept strona
and true.

All who have regularly attended
Toronto Bible College are familiar with
the fact that the Board of Governors,
the Faculty and the Student Body
secure their guidance from the Holy
Spirit, through prayer. This is just
another way of saying that the Holy
Spirit guides all the affairs of the Col-
lege life. We believe, moreover, that
that is not merely an ideal: it is some-
thing for all to experience. It is some-
thing to live out in our every-day
lives after we leave the College, and
something, too, which will yet be the
salvation of the corporate life of the
local church.

The kind of fellowship, then, which
is enjoyed at Bible College is one
which lives in the atmosphere of prayer
and recognizes the leadership of the
Spirit of God.

And Bible College students love to
get together for this fellowship—in

Reu. T. A. HMc@uiston

India, in Africa, in China, in South
America as well as in our own land.
When a recent recruit to the mission
field, fresh from graduation, reaches
China, he must needs sit down with the
graduates of former years and bring
them up to date on the progress of
their Alma Mater.

And here, at home, this spirit of
fellowship is growing. Our friends in
Hamilton have their monthly Alumni
meeting for prayer, and in Kitchener
a fine fellowship has been maintained
for years. Toronto, too, has its own
organization and Interest is astir in
other centres.

Growing out of this, plans have been
completed for a series of Alumni con-
ferences to be held during the week
of the College opening, as follows:—
Monday, September 20—Kitchener.
Tuesday, September 21—Toronto:

(See programme on last page)
Wednesday, September 22—Hamilton.
Thursday, September 23—Monrtreal.

We are happy to announce that
Rev. T. A. McQuiston, of Glasgow,
Scotland, whose ministry of two years
ago was so acceptable, is to be the
guest speaker at all these gatherings.
He will be accompanied to each con-
ference by a member of the faculty
and the College Male Quartet.

Announcements are going out to all
friends of the College in these centres,
whom we now invite to rally to the
support of these gatherings, and thus
help to spread the 1nﬂuence of Toronto
Bible College throughout the world.

D.A.B.
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