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@he Fellowship of the Evening Classes

Each Tuesday and Thursday even-
ing during the session between 300
and 400 young people from the
churches of greater Toronto gather at
the College for fellowship and in-
struction. These young people come
from over 100 congregations and re-
present all branches of the Christian
Church.

The first thing that impresses a
newcomer to the evening classes is the
fellowship. Coming from offices, fac-
tories, schools and homes, this great
group of young men and women is
quickly blended into a common fel-
lowship. This fellowship is based on
common interests. All own common
allegiance to our Lord Jesus Christ
Who is the bond of the {fellowship.
All are interested in the extension of
Christ’s kingdom amongst men. All
are anxious to know God’s Word and
to learn better methods of doing God’s
work. And so there come year after
year these groups from all the churches
who go back to their local church as
lay workers to make their own con-
tribution to its work.

This fellowship is enriched by what
each student contributes. Each branch
of the Christian church has something
distinct to contribute to the church as
a whole: in these evening classes we
have a cross-section of church life as
represented in a great modern city
like Toronto. The diversities of oper-
ation are remarkable but it is the
same spirit that operates through all.
An outstanding quality of life is its
adaptability, and the Christian fellow-
ship is a life: as such it adjusts itself
to new conditions and new challenges.

This fellowship is a student fellow-
ship presided over by the students
themselves. As in the regular course,
so in the evening classes, the students
under the guidance of the faculty are
responsible for the self-government.

They elect their own cabinet whose
members give leadership to the var-
ious aspects of student life within the
College and to the practical Christian
work of the student groups which
takes them into many churches and
missions in Toronto and beyond. The
evening classes have their own Evan-
gelistic Band whose work this year
has been greatly strengthened by the
hour given by Mr. Shildrick each
Tuesday evening to the study of Gos-
pel Music.

This fellowship is also a fellowship
of prayer. Each evening of school life
begins with a prayer service at 7
conducted by the students. These
prayer services are among the best
gatherings in the school, and one in-
teresting feature of them is the quick-
ening of the spiritual life which results
from the discovery that so many
young people of all the communions
have so many things in common in
their prayer interests. Out of this
grows the missionary interest which is
enlarged by the presence of mission-
aries on furlough at the prayer ser-
vices. A healthy outlook upon God’s
work in the world is thus developed
and maintained. Here, too, we ob-
serve a splendid measure of co-oper-
ation between students of the day and
evening classes, for all unite in their
missionary efforts to support those
former students who are proceeding
to the foreign field.

Perhaps the greatest single aspect
of this fellowship is the fellowship
around God’s Word. As the students
sit together in the classroom and re-
ceive teaching from the instructors,
the common deposit of our Christian
faith which we are responsible to hand
on to others, gives us a sense of our
oneness in Christ. We do not assem-
ble to find texts by which to support
our own ideas or opinions. We gather
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