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Hrophery in War Time
by Prinripal McNical

Ever since the wars of Napoleon,
who was supposed by many to be the
Antichrist, every major war that has
broken out in Europe has been taken
by some groups of Christian people
as a sign of the Lord’s Second Com-
ing, and has been made the occasion
for a special emphasis on prophecy.
In one respect this has served a good
purpose. It has called attention ito
the inspiring hope which filled the hor-
izon of the early Church, the hope
which should be an inspiration to the
Church through all the ages. In other
respects, however, it has produced re-
sults which have not been helpful.

It has often misrepresented and ob-
scured the very truth it was seeking to
promote. It has given rise to programs
of the future and bewildering charts
of “prophetic events”. It has thus oc-

cupied the minds of simple Christians
and enquiring souls with earthly
affairs, instead of directing them to
the heavenly glory of the Saviour
Himself, as the doctrine of the Second
Coming ought to do. It has created °
division among Christians. It has even
caused some to refuse fellowship to
their brethren.

Any teaching which leads to re-
sults of this kind must have something
wrong in it. That is not the work of the
Holy Spirit. There is no subject on
which dogmatism is less becoming
than the interpretation of unfulfilled
prophecy. There is no realm where
humility is more necessary on the part
of those who would be the teachers of
others.

Twenty years ago some were quite
sure that the League of Nations which
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came out of the last war was the be-
ginning of what they professed to find
in prophecy, the revival of the Roman
Empire in Europe. On that ground
they took part in the agitation against
the League in the United States and
publicly supported the candidate who
stood for American isolation in the
Presidential election of 1920. They
were also quite sure that the “Proto-
cols of the Elders of Zion”, which was
published in the same year, was an
authentic document; and they used it
to proclaim the coming of a Jewish
Antichrist, which they also professed
to find in prophecy.

This document purported to reveal
a deep-laid Jewish plot to bring about
world-wide revolution. It startled the
world at the time, and it was one of
the causes which have produced the
present wave of Anti-Semitism. It was
used by the Nazis in Germany at the
beginning of their movement in order
to stir up hatred of the Jews. It was
soon proved to be an infamous and
malicious forgery, which had eman-
ated originally from the enemies of the
Jews in Russia during the Czarist re-
gime. The world has already consign-
ed it to oblivion, but the harm it has
done remains.

Any theory of prophetic interpret-
ation which leads good people astray
like this and unwittingly plays into
the hands of the foes of God, must
have gone off the track somewhere.
It has misread the signals. It must
have misunderstood the Word of God.
It is a serious thing when simple-
minded believers who are looking for
light in a time like this are de-
ceived as to the significance of what
God is doing when His judgments are
in the earth.

It is a sad thing to see the spiritual
energies of Christian people diverted
from the real conflict with Antichrist
in which they ought to be engaged to
a passive and complacent contempla-
tion of a future “tribulation” which

they expect to escape. This is what
happens when the spiritual world of
the Bible is materialized, and when
Divine prophecy is reduced to a pro-
gram of earthly events. The “blessed
hope” of the New Testament, which
is centered in the glory of the Saviour,
becomes a personal hope centered in
self-interest.

The proper way to approach un-
fulfilled prophecy is to begin with the
New Testament point of view, to find
out where the apostles of the Lord
stood and what their outlook was. We
stand now where they stood, and not
where the Jews of the Old Testament
stood. The New Testament point of
view is different from that of the Old
Testament. There is no indication
anywhere that the early Christians
entertained the conception of a chart
of time or a program of events as the
result of the teaching of the Lord and
His apostles about His Second Com-
img. On the only occasion when the
apostles asked Him a question from
the old point of view, He warned them
that times and seasons, dates and pro-
grams, were not for them to know.
Their one business in connection with
His Kingdom was to go out into the
world and witness for Him.

In their attitude towards the re-
turn of the Lord the New Testa-
ment saints were not merely looking
into the future; they were looking also
into the unseen. The event lay in the
future, but its springs were not there.
These lay in the world of unseen and
eternal realities into which their Mas-
ter had gone. It is this feature of the
blessed hope that accounts for that
sense of the nearness of the Lord which
pervaded the lives of the early Chris-
tians. Behind the curtain of the un-
seen the Lord was “at hand”. This is
what gave significance to the doctrine
of His Second Coming as part of their
witness to the world. It brought out
the reality of the spiritual world. It
meant that there the Lord reigns,
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there all power lies, and there the
history of this world is decided.

This is the witness we should bear
to-day. It is no time for “prophetic”
pessimism. The Christian who 1s truly
loyal to his Lord will not stand aloof
from the world in its woe and leave it
to Antichrist. That is to turn one’s
back on the foe. Our business is to
bring the powers of the spiritual world
into the field and “turn the battle to
the gate”.

The best tonic for these days is the
Book of Revelation, read in its own
light and rescued from “the tribula-
tion” which has too long obscured its
message. It is truly the Apocalypse, an
“unveiling”. The veil is drawn back
from the unseen world into which the
Lord disappeared on His ascension
day. There we behold the Christ of
the Cross triumphant, “the Lamb in
the midst of the throne”. We are
shown the spiritual conflict that lies be-

hind all world history, the real conflict
with Antichrisc behind the present
war. It is this kind of “prophecy” that
gives true light in an hour like this
and calls us to our supreme duty in
the midst of it.

The war has to be fought with
worldly weapons, but it will not
be won by them alone. As citizens, it
is our duty to give the state all the
material help we can,but as Christians
we have a still further duty. It is ours
to seek to have the spiritual forces
brought into play against the forces
of Antichrist. When the heart of the
nation turns to God in penitence and
humility, in prayer and faith, then we
may expect the powers of that unseen
world where Christ is enthroned to
be released for the final victory. To
20 on with our witness for Him is the
way to hasten His “glorious appear-

ing”.

Graduating Testimony
by Edna Bailey

My three years at the Toronto Bible
College have been very happy ones,
and I have received many spiritual
blessings from my course. The truths
that I have received have indeed be-
come the strengthening bulwarks of a
deeper and fuller faith in God.

Through our daily studies we have
entered a deeper relationship with one
another. This relationship has been
possible by our relationship with
Jesus Christ, our supreme Head, and
through Him we have learned to prac-

tise His teachings not only by having
a tolerance and sympathetic under-
standing for all denominations, but
also a tolerance and a sympathetic
understanding for all races, colours,
and creeds. This is made possible only
by the Holy Spirit dwelling within us.

Tt is the duty of every Christian to
seek to contribute to the whole and
take his place in this world of chaos
and confusion so as to present Christ
the living Saviour to all who know
Him not. This fundamental lesson
has been the rule and practice of our
happy fellowship at the Toronto Bible
College.

Christ as our Redeemer is a very
significant fact which is foreshadowed
all through the Old Testament Scrip-
tures. Man’s sin and utter degenera-
tion, and departure from the holy
will of God, made it necessary for God
to send His only begotten Son to make
atonement for us. The agony He suf-
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fered on Calvary was for the joy that
was on the other side of the Cross,
and with majestic calmness of spirit
Jesus suffered death for us. Chrnst
completely and voluntarily surrendered
to the will of His Father. “I lay down
my life that I may take it again. No
one taketh it away from me but I lay
it down myself.” Thus to redeem the
world Christ had to go to the Cross,
for He alone was the spotless Lamb.
But Christ is not dead. He is my
risen, glorified and exalted Saviour,
and this fact stands out as the crown-
ing glory of my Christian life.

Jesus is all perfection in the sight
of God and man; He is truly human
and truly divine. He is the central

figure in the Scriptures and as we
have diligently applied ourselves to
the study of the Word, Jesus in all
His wisdom and sympathetic under-
standing, still remains the lovely and
altogether holy One, a living reality.

As I go forth to serve Him, I fully
realize that His grace is sufficient for
He goeth before, and as I prepare to
carry this glorious Gospel to those
who know Him not, my earnest and
sincere prayer is that I may prove
worthy of that calling. My strength
is in His Word, for in it there is no
weakness; for “I am not ashamed of
the gospel of Christ for it is the power
of God unto salvation” to all who
believe.

The Bihle @ollege nn the Frontiers

(An pxrerpt from a personal letter from Lexie Webster “34 who i6 working in Alberta 300 miles
north of Edmonton.)

I have been transferred twice since
I last heard from you. Am now in a
Lomestead settlement 25 miles from
the nearest village. There are five
families in the settlement and then
other families scattered through the
country. I am the preacher, lawyer,
doctor,nurse and all round handy man.
You will see how my training is being
used here. The people are all British
descent but three families that are
Indians. They are very poor but coura-
geous. This year crops have been real
good if they had a market for them.

Services are being held in the school
house which is the only public build-
ing here. T have Sunday School and
church, but hope to have week night
services as soon as the fall work is
done. Late fall and winter are the best
times for work along this line out here.
My only mode of travel is walk and
that takes a lot out of a person. Often
walk 8 miles a day. This year had to
travel around with the threshing gang
as there were so many accidents. Some

were quite serious but all are doing
fine now.

The Lord is surely blessing me inmy
service for Him. I do enjoy it so much
and I feel T am in the place the Lord
would have me be. The Christian work
here has had a setback and what was
an organized church is now no more,
so it has meant me winning the con-
fidence of the people first of all. T feel
this has been done and now they are
coming to service so am encouraged
to press on for victory is sure with
Christ the Captain. I have been read-
ing a book by Dr. Morrison called
“Achieving Faith” and it has blessed
and encouraged me on to greater
things.

I have been living alone since May
and hope to get a helper soon. It is
very lonesome especially in the winter
so trust the Lord will send someone
out. You surely would laugh to see
my house, just a shack with only a
table, stove and half a couch. Chairs
are boxes and trunks, all furniture is
boxes fixed up. I like it anyway.
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TWO EVENINGS OF CHRISTMAS MUSIC

Monday, December 16—by the students of the day classes.

Thursday, December 19—by the students of the evening classes.
8 p.m. in the Assembly Hall of the College.

We invite our readers and their friends to attend these services.

Olive Coggins 40 and Ruth Troyer,
E. C. ’40, sailed for India on the Em-
press of Asia in October. Miss Cog-
gins will serve under the India Mis-
sion and Miss Troyer under the
Canadian Baptist Mission.

Ernest Harrison 40 has been ac-
cepted by the Sudan Interior Mission
for service in Nigeria.

Rev. and Mrs. 40 Joseph Muchan
left early in the fall for Jhansi,
India, where they will work with the
Canadian Presbyterian Mission.

The following have entered Mc-
Master University this fall: Malcolm
Morden ’39, Emerson Stafford ’39,
Frank Anthony ’40, Laurie Chubb
’40, Greg Gregersen 40 and James
Taylor ’40.

Five boys in training in the Non-
permanent Active Militia took the
entire evening service on November 3
in the Newmarket Christian Congre-
gational Church, of which Rev. Arthur
Greer ’37 is pastor. Ernest Grainger,
E.C., was leader and Norman Brooks
’41 preached the sermon.

Friends desiring to make bequests are kindly

asked to use the sample forms printed below.

FORM OF SPECIFIC BEQUEST
| give to the Toronto Bible College, 16 Spadina Road, Toronto,

Ontario, the sum of

($ Y

within Ontario.

FORM

all
I give or

to be expended by the College for its purposes

OF GIFT OF RESIDUE

the residue of my Estate to the Toronto Bible College,

half
16 Spadina Road, Toronto, Ontario, to be expended by the College for

its purposes within Ontario.

N.B.—Property given for religious, charitable or educational purposes, not
exceeding 50% of the total value of the Estate, is free of all duty.
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