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To me the most impressive moment of the night was when Dr. McNicol laid
the mantle of principalship on Mr. Rhodes. Quietly, humbly and unostentatiously
it was given and received, typical of the two men who were the principals in such
a momentous transaction. To really understand it one should have heard the
address delivered by Mr. Rhodes at the Board of Govenors’ dinner before the
service. It was a heart-warming word, a masterpiece of scholarship, glowing with
words of wit and wisdom and breathing throughout the Spirit of Christ. It
revealed our new principal to me as nothing hitherto had done, and sealed my vows
of allegiance to him. I trust that message is being published. If not, we alumni
should insist on it! It will mean much to our college and family.

Graduation 1946 led a host of loyal hearts to reaffirm their vows of loyalty to
T.B.C. Many, who had all to readily gone over to the camp of the critics and
sceptics, were recaptured. “Eminently satisfying to rediscover our T.B.C.”, was
the testimony of one such.

Our T.B.C. What egoism! Still, it is the word I need to bring this little
impression of my T.B.C. to a close. It is ours. It will be what we make it. Let us
make it truly ours, giving our heartiest support in prayer and all practical aid.

Like our Principal-elect and meritorious, we are reluctant to let our Principal-
emeritus go. So we have to enlarge our hearts to admit them both and all the fine
projects of expansion they have planned with their colleagues for the years that lie
ahead.

“The best yet,” was said of Graduation 1946. That implies a better to come.
It must come. Prophets predict bad times ahead, and the indications are that they
are all too right. The Dominion and the world has need of T.B.C. and its ministry
as never before, and from our college must flow ever increasing streams of life if
it is to fulfil the purpose for which God brought it into being half a century ago.

The Dr. McNicol Lectureship

In presenting the Class gift to the Board of the
College, the 1946 Graduating Class decided to com-
memorate Dr. McNicol's outstanding and unrivalled
service in the Principalship of the College. This year
he retires from his administrative duties, although
continuing his invaluable teaching ministry, and be-
comes the Principal-Emeritus of the Bible College.
The 1946 Class therefore presented to the Board of
Governors the sum of $100 to open a new fund, to be
known as the Dr. McNicol Lectureship Fund. A little
later, at the Grads Day Luncheon, out of the proceeds
of “The Gateway”, a further sum of $100 was added
to the original amount. The Graduating Class has
therefore opened this new fund with the very sub-
stantial sum of $200.

The Board of Governors is placing this money in DR. JOHN McNICOL
a trust account, and in appreciation of the initiative Principal-Emeritus
and devotion of the 1946 Class, Mr. Baker, President
of the Board, announced that the Board would add a like sum of $200 to the Fund.
The Fund therefore stands at the present moment at $400.

It is hoped by the Board and Faculty that a sufficient amount will be raised
by the alumni and friends of the College to bring in an annual income of at least
$100. You can estimate for yourselves the capital sum that will be required to

(Continued on Page Eighr)
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Graduation Testimonies, April 1946

At the early age of eight my father, who is a minister of
the Gospel, led me to personal faith in Jesus Christ as my
Saviour. My native air was the parsonage and the Church,
and I suppose I took most of the things of this environment
for granted.

Having accepted Christ at an early age, I was saved from
many of the temptations that beset the footsteps of young
people today. But while I was saved from many wicked things,
I was not saved to anything that was very definite. 1 was not
satisfied. There was something which I lacked in my Christian
_ life and experience.

PAUL BURNS After High School years, I entered the Toronto Bible

Toronto College, and gradually there came to me the sense of what I

had been seeking through the years. What I lacked was

reality in my Christian life, and in a unique way, I have found it at the Bible
College.

Take for example, the Bible. I have always believed it. I never doubted it.
But it was very little more than an ordinary book to me until a year or two ago.
Then I began to realize that it was my Father’s word of life for my soul. It was
then that I began to see in it the world of spiritual reality. 1 saw that there was
more in it than chapters, verses, dates and facts. Here was a great spiritual world
opening before me day by day into which I was called to enter, and in which I was
challenged to live. The Bible then, for the first time, became a real living message
to me, revealing God’s will for my life and thus shaping my thinking, forming my
character and guiding my conduct.

Then, too, I had accepted Christ and had always believed on Him. But He was
not much more to me than a name, or an ordinary person, until I began to see Him
move across the centuries in promise, in prophecy and in person. I began to see
that the Christ of Galilee and of Calvary is the living Lord Jesus today. Then it
began to dawn upon me how real He is, and I began to acknowledge Him as my
Lord as well as my Saviour.

Another thing that has come to impress me during these years is the reality
of Christian fellowship, which is a greater thing than church fellowship. Every
branch of the Christian church pours its wealth into the student life of Toronto
Bible College, and makes the fellowship of the school a very unique and a very
enriching experience. No one who studies at the Bible College is asked to give up
his denomination ; nothing is ever done to weaken the loyalty of the student to his
home church. Indeed, everything, is done by teaching and by example, to
strengthen that association. I believe I am a more convinced member of my
denomination after spending three years at Bible College. But I am also a more
enlightened member of my denomination, and part of that illumination has come
from other Christian bodies. This wider and deeper fellowship has enabled me
to understand something of the spirit and outlook of New Testament Christianity,
and it has made a contribution to my understanding of the nature of the Christian
Church which I could have received in no other way.

Finally, I have come to be impressed during these years with the reality of the
Christian vocation. Three years ago I was not certain what to do with my life. I
had no definite assurance of any inward, compelling, divine call. But gradually I
have come to recognize and to know God’s will for me. And for me, as for so many
of us who are graduating tonight, the call is related to the world’s need. This world
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is lost. It has lost its sense of the need of God and His salvation, and every remedy
is tried except the remedy of doing God’s will and accepting God’s redemption.
The emphatic note in the annual journal of the graduating class is missionary in
character. The 1946 edition of the Gateway suggests that in addition to our lives
being made ready for fellowship with God, our wills have been made ready for
service for God; 500 students of the College have already gone to the mission fields
of the world; hundreds more are in the ministry at home. Some of us who graduate
tonight have already been accepted for missionary service abroad; others have been
accepted for Christian service at home, and still others are going back into the
business world or the home to witness for Christ there. But all are going out to so
live and labour that Christ may be known and His Gospel proclaimed.

We live not unto ourselves, but rather unto Him who died for us and rose
again, and we have heard the voice of Him who says to His disciples in every age;
“Go ye into all the world and preach the Gospel”, and in obedience to His
command — we go forth.

Were I to choose a text that would best describe my
Christian expericnce, it would be Genesis 1: 3, “And God
said, ‘Let there be light’, and there was light,” or its New
Testament counterpart, the words of Jesus, “I am the Light
of the world.”

Mine was a Christian home, where consecrated parents
taught me the Bible from childhood. Old Testament stories
of heroism and courage, and New Testament stories of Jesus
and His love are among my earliest recollections. But these
stories only became real to me, when the Light of the world,
the Lord Jesus Christ, illumined my heart and mind, revealing
my sin; and I, ceasing from all struggling to live up to God’s RUTH RASK
standards in my own strength, accepted Him as my.own EagleBiver, 08t
personal Saviour. The peace and joy which He gave me then
created a deep longing in my heart to tell others of Him, and it was seeking equip-

nent for this task that I came to the Toronto Bible College.

Here we have been taught to think THROUGH the Bible. Beginning at
Genesis I was thrilled to find that immediately after the fall of man God began to
reveal His plan of Redemption. Continuing through the history of the Children of
Israel, my beloved Bible stories took on a new meaning. They are not merely
examples of Christian life, they are types, and symbols of the Lord Jesus Christ,
always foreshadowing His person and work. I ventured into the study of the
books of prophecy much as an explorer enters a new and undiscovered country. To
my surprise, my chief discovery was that prophecy is not so much a record of
coming events as the foretelling of a coming Redeemer. Another delightful
surprise awaited me as I entered the New Testament, and found Gospel stories
combining with and complementing one another to give a full portrait of the
Redeemer Himself — the Lord Jesus Christ — the King, Messiah, the Son of God,
and the Son of Man. The Acts unfolded to me, not only the history of the early
Church, but more; the story of what the Lord Jesus Christ continues to do through
His Holy Spiritc. The Epistles, instead of being a collection of doctrines pertaining
to Christian life, proved to be a progressive revelation of the abundant life in
Christ Jesus. Finally, the last Book of the Bible came to be studied. What new and
undiscovered truths would be revealed to me here? It is a book of prophecy, and
like those of the Old Testament, it reveals the Lord Jesus Christ, this time at the
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