3377 Bayview Avenue TEL:
Toronto, ON 416.226.6620

M2M 354 www.tyndale.ca
UNIVERSITY

Note: This Work has been made available by the authority of the copyright owner solely
for the purpose of private study and research and may not be copied or reproduced
except as permitted by the copyright laws of Canada without the written authority from

the copyright owner.

Recorder (Toronto Bible College), 53, no. 2 (June 1947)












4 THE BIBLE COLLEGE RECORDER

Graduation Testimony

It was not until I had reached my late teens that I rea-
lized that Christ had died for my sins, and that I needed to
personally accept the Sacrifice which He made on my behalf.
The moment I did this, my heart was cleansed from sin; I
had peace with God and He made me a new creature by His
transforming power.

Less than one year after conversion, I enrolled in the
Evening Classes of Toronto Bible College where God made
very real to me the blessings of this new life in Christ. We
studied the Gospels and, as it were, walked with Christ
through the scenes of His earthly ministry. We saw His
skilful tenderness in dealing with the ills of mankind; we
heard His stern words of rebuke; His kind words of comfort
and encouragement. Finally, we saw Him accomplishing our
redemption on the Cross, being delivered for our offences, but, praise God,
raised again for our justification and making available to us a life of victory in this
present world. All of this drew me to Him and resulted in a gradual yielding of
my life to Christ. %

This surrender later led me to enrol in the Day Classes. While my responsi-
bility to the unsaved had already been impressed upon me, it has been greatly
deepened during these three years. This was accomplished in various ways. It has
been brought about somewhat indirectly by our regular class-room studies. We
have discussed common problems pertaining not only to the personal but to the
social and national spheres and in each case, without exception we were driven
back to one answer — that answer lies within the person of the Lord Jesus Christ.
As we studied the subjects of sin and the complete salvation provided for the
sinner, I yearned to spread abroad the riches of this Gospel message.

In 2 more direct way, missionary zeal has been aroused by the formation of
weekly missionary study groups and daily prayer meetings. Each day of the week,
the needs and workers of one specific field have been the subjects of earnest prayer.
In the study groups we discussed the conditions, religions and people of other
lands. In the Africa group, for example, we found there were yet sixty ‘million
natives still waiting for the Gospel. As we studied their evil customs and their
fearful spirit worship, we saw it all in striking contrast to the purity ‘and peace
and hope so characteristic of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

Further contribution to active missionary interest has been given as Christ’s
ambassadors from foreign lands have portrayed the hopeless condition of a world
without Christ. This past year we have heard thirty-eight missionaries representing
nineteen different countries. There was China with her teeming multitudes who in
this late day, still bow down to wood and stone; and India, with numerous religions
centred about the dead gods of past ages; even Europe, now poverty stricken and
hopeless has become a very needy mission field; South America steeped in a strange
mixture of religious vice, still awaits the Message of deliverance. And what of our
own dear land? Missionaries tell us that two-thirds of the boys and girls in Canada
never attend Sunday School; some of these have never seen a Bible nor heard of
the Saviour’s love — this is the world which Jesus came to save!

Professing to trust a Saviour who loved me and gave Himself for me, and
professing to be His surrendered follower, can I in view of such information
ignore the issue before me? Can I look upon the helpless plight of the unsaved
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and then turn away selfishly, mercilessly, without stretching forth a hand to help
my fellow-creatures whom Jesus died to save?

Jesus Christ points His nail-pierced Hand to the fields white unto harvest and
says, "Go ye into all the world and preach the Gospel.” . . . And we must go, with
one weapon — the Word of God, and with one message — Jesus Christ and Him
crucified; for there is none other Name under heaven given among men whereby
we must be saved. -

As tonight I stand at the threshold of post-graduate life
and look back over the past, I cannot help but thank the Lord
for the mercy and the grace which He has shown me. It was
in Norway when I was 12 years old, and after I had sinned
in thought, word, and deed, that the Lord saved me. As He
gave me grace to confess Him before my friends He filled
my heart with the quiet assurance that I did belong to Him.
My life was filled with joy and peace, and I knew that I had
been truly born again — really converted.

What took place in my life then has remained ever
since. It was not just a reformation — or even a revolution
— that took place. The very basic principle of my life had
been changed. While previously I found self-satisfaction the Edvard Torjesen, *47
greatest passion of my life, now instinctively I wanted to Brooklyn, N.Y.
please the Lord. While previously I struggled under the yoke of self-interest,
always looking for new ways of securing more pleasure and more happiness for
myself, I now enjoyed the glorious liberty of spiritual freedom. In my life there
was now a source of power which could more than satisfy my deepest longings.
With Peter I could say about God that “His divine power has granted us all things
that pertain to life and godliness,” and it was through this Divine power which had
become operative in my life through faith in Jesus Christ that I finally won the
victory over sin in my own life. More than that — this same Gospel promises to
all who will believe it and accept it, “escape from the corruption that is in the
world.” It has worked in my own life, and I know that it can be your experience
too. ~

Since I took that stand for Christ 11 years ago, God has been very real to me
— not as a judge or taskmaker, — but as a friend and as a Father who has always
cared for me. Through childhood separation from my parents, through years of
war in China, through the death of my father in Japanese air attack, and through
years of loneliness when all the others of our family were interned by the
Japanese, the Lord has kept and blessed me. Furthermore He has called me into
His Service, He has given me special training through wartime experiences with
the Norwegian Government, He has led me into the Scandinavian Alliance
Mission, He has given me a lovely wife and son, and now has led me through
Toronto Bible College; and through all this He has been preparing me to preach
“Christ Our Message” wherever I go — but especially in Mongolia.

While tonight I graduate from Toronto Bible College, I shall never cease to
thank the Lord for the time spent there. As we in reverence and faith have
approached the Bible in a systematic and comprehensive study of the entire Book,
its messages have gripped me; and I do firmly believe that the secret of Toronto
Bible College is due first to the central and dominant position given to the Bible
in all our studies, and secondly, to the constant recognition of the Holy Spirit’s
work in all our corporate college life.
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Instead of an imposing curriculum of academic subjects, the whole course is
centred in the Bible. Instead of strict rules controlling the college life and close
supervision of the academic progress, student self-government and individual self-
discipline under the Holy Spirit is inculcated. As a result we have during our
course here not only gathered a great amount of worthwhile knowledge, but at
the same time our all around experience in the Christian life has been greatly
enlarged. ’

In this way Toronto Bible College attains what other institutions are only now
beginning to recognize as the highest ideal of education. That is that their
curricula should provide not only for the development of intellect alone, but also
for the development of all the personality factors. This is accomplished at Toronto
Bible College as each student without the restriction of rules or constant human
interference is given freedom under the Holy Spirit to let his own personality
develop naturally as it responds to the teaching of the Word of God.

Personally 1 want to thank Toronto Bible College for what it has done for
me in this respect, but above all I want to thank the Lord for what His Word has
come to mean to me while here. As now I get ready to carry the Message into
Mongolia, it is with Paul’s exhortation to Timothy in my heart: “But as for you,
continue in what you have learned and firmly believed, knowing from whom you
learned it and how from childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred
writings which are able to instruct you for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.
All scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for
correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete,
equipped for every good work.”

In the environment of a home where I was brought up
in the nurture and admonition of the Lord by Christian-
parents I was led under the convicting power of the Holy
Spirit to the acceptance of Jesus Christ as my own personal
Saviour at the age of fifteen. I praise Him continually for
His unbounded love in choosing me an heir to the riches of
His grace, and also for leading me to Toronto Bible College
in the Fall of 1944, at the commencement of the fifty-first
year of its ministry, when I entered Evening Classes to learn
more of His Word which has proved to be “a lamp unto my
feet, and a light unto my path.”

My first impression of Toronto Bible College was that it
was a home away from home” for at this time I was not Ines Watson, E. C. '47
living at home. From the very first, every evening has been Lakefield, Ont.
filled with that atmosphere of home life which we all cherish. Here we are one
big happy family, “all one in Christ.” Within these walls we have a close fellow-
ship with the children of God from many walks of life, representing the Christian
church both at home and abroad. This fellowship is made richer as we meet
around the Throne of Grace secking the Father’s will for our lives and for those
members of this great family who are serving the Master in every corner of the
world, as together we labour to lead souls to a knowledge of their Saviour. Then,
too, our individual lives are moulded as the instructors and counsellors in the
members of our beloved Faculty unfold the fundamental truths to us as they “hold
forth the Word of life” night by night under the guidance of the Holy Spirit.
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