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Graduation Testimony

It was my privilege to be raised in a Christian home,
and at the early age of seven I first took a definite stand for
the Lord. From that time on, my love for the Saviour, who
had done so much for me, grew, and as I reached my teens,
my desire to serve Him grew too. While my sister was
attending Toronto Bible College Evening Classes, I accom-
panied her to some of the lectures and prayer meetings, and
also to the Christmas Carol Services. Thus I had a small
tasie of the joys of T. B. C., and began to look forward to
the time when I could enroll as a student, for I was becom-
ing more and more eager to have a deeper understanding of
God’s Word so that I might be better equipped to serve Him
Kathleen Jones, E.C. 47 Wherever He may lead e,

Looking forward to three years that lie so mysteriously
ahead, it seems like a long, long time; but as I look back over the last three years,
spent at Toronto Bible College, it is difficult to realize that they could pass so
quickly. They have, indeed, been years filled with joy and pleasures. :

Here we have learned to think through the Bible, and have seen, from
Genesis to Revelation, God’s marvellous plan of Salvation for sinful man through
our sinless Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ. In my first year, I. was thrilled with
the teaching of Christian Doctrine, where we learned of the wonders of God’s
Omnipotence, and His Omnipresence: and with the teaching of Christian
Evidences, where truths were unfolded to us concerning the numerous false cults
of our day. Then, too, Paul’s Epistles, have proved to be a revelation of the
abundant Joy, abundant Love, and abundant Life that can be ours in and through
Christ Jesus. In this, my third year, more wonders have come to light as we have
studied the Work of the Holy Spirit in our lives; and as the Acts of the Apostles
has been unfolded to us, telling not only of the History of the Early Church, but
the thrilling stories of the first Missionaries for Christ. I shall not soon forget the
lectures on the Life of Christ, for they have been a source of wonderful blessing
to me. In these hours, spent in studying God’s Word, the pages of my Bible have
come into a new light, and my Lord and Saviour has become even more real to
me, for I have come to “know” Him.

But not all my gains have come through the hours of study, for the precious
hours of prayer have left me with the “Peace that passeth all understanding,” not
a human peace, attained by self-struggle, which rises and falls with the vicissitudes
of life, but the Peace of Christ, which abides forever. It is an amazing privilege
that we are able to have personal and intimate conversation with God, but it has
not only been our talking to God, but, more especially, God talking to us, for we
have truly felt His presence with us, and have heard His still small voice.

In these, and in the sweet fellowship with Christian young people, I have
experienced a true Joy, that fully satisfies; and the glad memories will not soon
fade. '

It is difficult to tell fully just what these three years have meant to-me, but
through the experience I have found the words of David the' Psalmist to be true:
“Thou wilt show me the path of life; in Thy presence is fullness of -joy; at. Thy

right hand there are pleasures for evermore.”
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Testimonies from
Teacher - Training Classes

It is not surprising that when I first came to the Toronto
Bible College in the fall of 1944, I availed myself of the
opportunity to attend the classes of the Teachers’ Training
Course, when one considers the part the Sunday School has
played in the moulding of my life.

I had parents who insisted upon my attending Sunday
School from my earliest years. I thank God for this. It was
my faithfulness in attending each week which led me to the
place where I accepted Jesus Christ as my own Saviour.

Well do I remember the afternoon when I asked Him
to enter my life. A visiting evangelist had brought a message
to our Sunday School in Kingston, from Matt. 7: 13, 14,

Jim Hills, 47 and at the conclusion of that message I went forward, with
a number of other boys, to another room, and there on my
knees before Him, I asked Him to forgive me my sins and come into my heart.

Nor can I omit the mention of still another spiritual experience through
which I passed on the first day of my College life. As we sang that hymn, "All to
Jesus I Surrender,” 1 was aware of Him taking me to the place of full surrender
to His will for my life. What a blessed peace quieted my thrilled soul in those
few sweet moments, to remain a lifetime!

Because of these experiences the desire was kindled within me to prepare
myself as fully as possible for His service.

Those of you who attended the Teachers’ Training Course know how prac-
tical it is. We studied modern methods of teaching the old message. We had
demonstrations of chalk talk and flannelgraph work. We studied the particular
problems of adolescence and adulthood and learned how to help solve these prob-
lems. Not only did we learn how best to lead an individual class, but we studied
the organization and leadership of an entire school. How to tell a Bible story
most effectively also formed part of our course, with many of the students
demonstrating their method of story telling that we might constructively criticize
their efforts. We brought our problems fresh from our young people’s meetings
and Bible clubs and there in the classroom we sought out the solutions.

During my College days, I have been engaged in Bible club and Sunday
School work, being for some time the superintendent of a primary department,
and have organized a junior choir in one of my churches. All my ministry, par-
ticularly my work amongst children, has been enriched through the lessons
learned in this course. Knowing that the age of thirteen is the Eeak age for
conversions has increased my desire to see children come to a saving knowledge of
the Lord Jesus Christ. ' ;

As Samuel came to love God as a young boy, and David as a youth, so there
are thousands of boys and girls and young people waiting to be led to Christ.

* . May He who hath loved us with an everlasting love be pleased to allow His
servant the joy of pointing many such to-the One Whao died for them.. ... @ ..
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Paul in his exhortation to Timothy said, "We must
study to show ourselves approved unto God, workmen that
need not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the Word of truth.”

After entering T. B. C. as a student I was a little hesi-
tant as to whether I should enrol in the Teacher Training
Course. Having taught Sunday School and taken an active
part in children’s work before entering College, 1 thought
this training unnecessary for me, but began attending the
classes anyway.

This arrogant pride of mine was soon replaced by the
realization that my knowledge of teaching, directing or
dealing with children and young people was far from ade-
quate. Instead of arrogance and pride, I feel a sense of awe  Anne Humenuk, "47
at the vast field of knowledge a teacher must have in order
to guide children both intellectually and spiritually.

In the first place, the teacher must know something about the growth and
habits of child life, and so, in the class room, we were taken year by year through
the various departments of the Sunday School and found that the teacher is dealing
with life that requires to be moulded and properly influenced. Every child has a
destiny to be accomplished and we can mould the child life by helping them form
good habits and right character. The importance of the statement in Proverbs
22: 6, “Train up a child in the way he should go and when he is old he will not
depart from it,”, was instilled in our minds. Ways and means of training the
child were discussed and the importance of using the proper methods and having
the right attitude were found to be essential, otherwise, the course of the life
could not be directed into the proper channels. As Sunday School teachers it is
our desire to make the truth so plain that the child will give heed to the guidance
of the Holy Spirit.

Furthermore, young people today are turning their thoughts away from
Christianity and the Church, and unless the Church captures the rising generation
for Christ, it will die out altogether. Thus, the teacher’s responsibility becomes
even greater in view of the tremendous need and challenge.

What are we doing to help develop Christian character in the lives of the
young with whom we come in contact? We need to develop within the Church
sane, consecrated, young men and women who know God and His Word and who
are devoted to the mission of Christ and His Church. This is the great need of
our times. It cannot be realized by cheap programs or worldly methods. Only as
young people are introduced to the abundant life in Christ can they come to realize
God's plan for the world of today.

Into the abundant life of Christian living come many elements which send us
to our knees in grateful thanks to our Heavenly Father for all His kindness. These
three years spent at the Toronto Bible College have been memorable ones in
which Christ has become a reality and an ever-present help as we have had the
Word of God ogened to us; and as we have realized the need of fully equipping
ourselves by studying subjects that will develop our Christian character as well as
help us lead others into the abundant life. For unless we ourselves live the
abundant life we can never expect to introduce it to others. This is perhaps the
greatest lesson I have learned in the Teacher Training Course and woul% challenge
Christjans today to_“study to.show themselves appro,ved untoGod % st ¢
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