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Introducing New Staff Members
(Adapted from the Principal’s Annual Report.)

Changes will be taking place in our College Staff this summer. It is obviously
with mixed feelings that this announcement is made, for relationships that have
existed through the years, and that have been very fruitful and happy, cannot be
severed without a sense of inevitable loss.

A very gracious and kindly Christian gentleman has
served as College Treasurer for fifteen years. He has
looked after our financial interests with meticulous care
and unfailing devotion. Though seldom seen by the
students, he has been a constant visitor to the College
in fulfilment of the Treasurer’s responsibilities. While
he is laying down the reins of office, we are most happy
that he will remain as a valued member of the Board of
Governors. I refer to Mr. John Westren who, as a
leading member of Walmer Road Baptist Church,
maintains the link between the College and the Church
in which it had its inception.

A member of the Faculty, who has endeared himself
to successive generations of students, serving them un-
selfishly and untiringly, both as College Physician and Registrar, for some twenty-
three years, is retiring this summer from the full-time Teaching Staff and from
the post of Registrar, an office that he has eminently graced. We rejoice that Dr.
Waters will continue to serve, however, as the beloved Physician of T.B.C,, still
available for consultation by students and graduates,
and he will also deliver his valuable medical lectures.

Still another change will take place in the office of
the Secretary of the Board. Mr. Vesey has given eight
years unremitting service in this important capacity;
showing at all times assiduous attention to his duties,
and unfailing courtesy to all with whom he has to do.
He has not spared himself in fulfilling the requirements
of his position with us. As he lays down his office this
summer, he leaves the College with all good wishes,
and our prayers for God’s continued blessing on his life
and ministry.

Since in the natural order of things changes must
come, we are very glad to announce that these positions
are to be filled from within our own Bible College fellowship. OUR NEW
TREASURER needs no introduction to any of you, I am quite sure. Mr. G. G.
Richardson, a prominent Chartered Accountant, is well known in this city for his
Christian life and service. He is an elder of Knox Presbyterian Church, and is
closely related to our T.B.C. constituency. His sister, Mrs. John Trewin, is a
member of the S.I.M. staff in Nigeria, and both she and her husband are graduates
of the Bible College.

OUR NEW REGISTRAR is also not unknown to you. For the past two
years Rev. C. Alvin Armstrong has been serving us in a part-time capacity. He
was introduced to the Board and Council at our last annual meeting. For the sake
of our record may I add that he was graduated from the Bible College in 1935;
graduated thereafter from McMaster University in 1940; obtained his M.A. degree
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from McMaster in 1946, and is at present engaged in graduate studies in the
University of Toronto leading to his Doctor’s degree in Philosophy. He served
as pastor of the Baptist Church in Blenheim 1939-41, and of the Baptist Church
in Sudbury from 1942-46. During his two years with us he has made a very fine
contribution to the work of the College, and has won the confidence and ad-
miration of the whole student body.

OUR NEW SECRETARY is also one of our own
graduates. Rev. Denzill E. Raymer graduated from
T.B.C. in 1940. Before coming to us, however, he had
studied Civil Engineering at the University of To-
ronto, obtaining the degree of B.A.Sc. in 1936. It
had been his desire on leaving the Bible College to
enter missionary service in Africa together with Mrs.
Raymer, also one of our graduates. But as the war
had broken out he was requisitioned to serve in D.I.LL,,
(Defence Industries Limited) from May 1940 to July
1945. He began with D.LL. as a Head Office Engineer,
was transferred to the Verdun Works to enter the
Engineering Training Department, and eventually be-
came Supervisor of Head Office and Plant Training.
When D.IL.s activities ended, Mr. Raymer was taken
into C.LLL. (Canadian Industries Limited). He re-
mained with C.I.L. from September 1945 to May 1947.
He had, however, in 1941, become the lay pastor of Grace Church, Ville la Salle,
the only Protestant Church in that suburb of Montreal. He was ordained as a
minister in 1945 within the Associated Gospel Churches. As the work of the
congregation grew, Mr. Raymer was anxious to give more of his time to Christian
service. Consequently he made an arrangement with
C.IL. to give only three days a week to them, re-
serving the other four for his duties as a Christian
pastor. After a year of that arrangement, Mr. Raymer
felt he was still not able to devote as much time as
he would like to Christian service. He therefore en-
tered into a new arrangement with C.I.L. to give them
two days a week of his time, reserving the balance of
the week for his Christian work. In addition he en-
tered upon studies, which he is still prosecuting, lead-
ing to the B.D. degree of London University in the
Old Land. He is therefore well prepared for the work
he will be called to do with us as Secretary of the

College, looking after the business details that will

’ fall to his lot, and developing the Extension work

3 of the College, making it more widely known and

Rev. D. E. Raymer eliciting prayer for it and interest in it. He will also
be able to assist us in the practical training of young people.

Rev. C. A. Armstrong

We commend these new Staff members, and all the Staff and work of the
College, to your prayers. We covet God’s seal of approval upon these changes,
and His continued blessing on the life and witness of the College.
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Graduation Testimonies
I.

It was in a Dutch home in Russia, behind the Iron
Curtain, where we were constantly in fear of the Com-
munists because of our faith in God and His Word, that
I grew up. In my early ’teens I came to realize that all
have sinned and come short of the glory of God, but that
since Christ died on the Cross for the sin of the world, all
I required to do was to receive Him in simple faith. As I
did so His peace filled my heart. I knew then that I could
go anywhere and bear anything for Christ’s sake.

When I was a child my family moved to Canada and
I learned the English language, and almost at once the
English Bible appealed to me and I wanted to learn more
about it and how to use it. With this purpose in mind I

Hattic Hothneg entered Toronto Bible College in 1944. Since I did not
have my Matriculation, I entered the Preparatory Class where I was taught care-
ful habits of thought and methods of study as a preparation for the regular course.
My purpose in coming to the College has been fully realized because the first
hour of each College day is spent in the study of the Word of God. From Genesis
to Revelation we are taught to think our way through the Scriptures, not only to
become familiar with their contents, but to let them make their own impact upon
our lives. In this way God’s Word meets our needs, enlightens our minds and
strengthens our wills.

Around this central study the other disciplines are arranged—some of them
are Biblical, some academic. Their purpose is to equip us mentally, spiritually and
practically to become effective witnesses of God’s grace: to wield the sword of
the Spirit: to be ready to give to every one that asketh us both in the places where
we earn our daily bread and in the rooming houses where we live, a reason
for the hope that is in us.

In its system of training the Bible College never loses sight of the necessity
for self-discipline. It has been said that the best part of any education is not that
which others give to us but that which we secure for ourselves. Therefore the
effort we put into our course is what we get out of it. We are not kept on leading
strings nor are we turned out in a mould, for each one of us is expected to cul-
tivate self-discipline. To this end the activities of the student body including
the various appointments in Churches and Mission Halls are all under the direction
of the students themselves.

This student self-government has always been an essential part of Toronto
Bible College training. How different it all is from the methods followed in
lands that are Communist-dominated, where personal freedom is discouraged if
not denied, and a rigid, rigorous, repressive regime is enforced.

True freedom is a legacy of Christian faith and Christian life, and can be
maintained only where the spiritual freedom is allowed. How urgent then is the
challenge facing the Christian Church to give the Gospel through which alone
freedom from sin and oppression can be assured to the peoples that still sit in dark-
ness and in the shadow of a Gospelless Communism.
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1I.

My experience in life was very limited when, three years
ago, I enrolled as a student in the Toronto Bible College.
I came from a home in the province of New Brunswick
where my God-fearing mother influenced me to live a
Christian life. I was led to a personal faith in Christ when
a child of eleven and that decision was final. I took God’s
promises in His Word as personally addressed to me, and

thus was laid the foundation upon which my life today is
built.

In high school I realized God’s strengthening grace and
His guiding hand upon my life. T proved that His grace
was sufficient to meet every need, even the need of a high -
school student.

Where my next step was to take me, 1 did not know.

But knowing Him I trusted, and saw other doors closed as He opened the way for
me to come to T.B.C.

J. W. McLellan

While I knew Christ savingly, yet 1 realized that a useful Christian life must
add to faith, virtue and to virtue, knowledge. My initial experience must be fol-

lowed by growth in the understanding and gradual acceptance of His will for my
life.

During these years of training my earlier convictions have been deepened and
confirmed, and I have been encouraged to press on to know the love of Christ
not only intellectually, but experientially.

By daily confronting God's Will revealed in His Word, as we have been
taught to think through the Bible under the teaching of Dr. McNicol, the reality
of the spiritual world has opened up to me. Many of these things were known
to me before but they made little demand upon my allegiance and consequently
did not receive the assent of my will. But when I began to respond to the spiritual
order which opened up for me from the study of God’s Word, I gradually came
to recognize that the things which were only names to me formerly were great
spiritual realities which challenged my thought and to which T yielded myself in
glad obedience.

In this way the Bible has become a new book. It is not merely a record of
past events, but is a living Word which speaks to me today. A book like Leviticus
with its codes and offerings, a book like Isaiah with its prophecies and predictions,
and a book like Psalms with its songs and devotions, enables me to see the un-
folding of God’s plan of salvation in His people throughout the centuries; to fol-
low the footprints of God in the affairs of men and to know that the world of
spiritual reality has always been open to men and women who have responded to
God’s call and yielded to His will.

In this way, too, prayer has become a joyful experience as well as a vital
necessity. By it we are enabled to enter now into the unseen world and to draw
support for the maintenance of Christian life every day. Prayer is not, for me,
merely a religious exercise. It is fellowship with my Heavenly Father. It is the
acknowledgement of His will for my life; it is the significant act of the corporate
life of the Christian Church in response to its belief in the reality of the spiritual
order, for every time the Christian Church prays, it acknowledges and proclaims
that there is an order, other than this present world order, to which it belongs and
with which it is united. i skl
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With this conviction of the unseen world of reality, which is everywhere
about us, which rises up from God’s Word and which we enter in the experience
of prayer, I return to the Maritimes to work under the Baptist Home Mission
Board—my only ambition, to serve Him who loved me and gave Himself for me.

1II.

For more years than I care to remember the Lordship of
Jesus Christ was little more than a rather high sounding
phrase to me. And yet there was always something about
it that found an echo in my soul. There was the un-
comfortable feeling that if ever I stopped to examine the
phrase something would be required from me in the way
of response to its significance. So perhaps there was actually
more understanding than I was prepared to admit.

As a schoolboy in England I was thoroughly imbued
with a self-glorifying belief in the supreme importance of
the individual. This in spite of the fact of my conversion
which, by the Grace of God, occurred when I was fifteen
years old.

DoniVilkinsor On leaving school, and after a three year trip to Canada,
my wandering way led me into the British Army. Yet the influence of seven years
of a system that severely discouraged all forms of individualism failed to shake
my belief.

This was the more remarkable in that six out of those seven years were spent
in India, Burma and Palestine. The individual is but of minor importance in
the thinking ot the East.

It was the late world war that finally aroused me from my self sufficiency.
Six years in the Canadian Army, with all that they entailed, first shook and then
shattered the illusion. To my great surprise and chagrin it was borne in upon
me that as an individual I was quite unimportant in the general scheme of things.
But what was worse was the realization that of myself 1 was quite incapable of
measuring up to the challenge of the hour. Reluctantly I was forced to acknowl-
edge that as a creed to live by the cult of the individual was empty, and powerless
to meet the needs of either the mind or the soul.

This discovery led me to turn back to Him who long before had put His
hand on me, but whose hand I had ungratefully tried to shake off, and failing that
to ignore. Bit by bit I was led to see that there can be only one Lord if life is
to be harmoniously integrated.

My three years at Toronto Bible College have served to deepen the effect
of this lesson. The unfolding of the Revelation of God in Christ Jesus enshrined
in the Bible has brought home to me more and more the necessity of giving to
Christ the Lordship over my life which is rightfully His.

Thus as the wecks have lengthened into months and the months into years,
the Lord has graciously taught me that while I must decrease, He must increase.
That to please Him and so allow Him to work out His loving plan for my life,
I must surrender my sovereignty as an individual and give Him complete control
who is Lord of all.

And because God does now control my life, the future, which is for me the
Christian ministry, is bright with the promise of His presence, and I can say:

GO THOU, I FOLLOW,
FOR NO MAN GOES ASTRAY IN FOLLOWING THEE.
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