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Synopsis of Dr. McNICOL'S ADDRESS on the Beginnings of the Bible College

I —ITS THREEFOLD CHARACTER
The character of this institution was stamped upon it at the very beginning 

by the men who founded it. There are three features about it today that issue 
from the very way these men proceeded to establish what they called the Toronto 
Bible Training School.

First, it was begun and has been continued in prayer. The first meeting, 
which was held on the 14th of May, 1894, in Dr. Elmore Harris’ home and was 
called at his initiative, began with a season of prayer. Looking over the early 
minutes, 1 found that all along the new steps that were taken, were taken only 
after waiting on God in prayer. I need not dwell upon this feature for we know 
it so well. All the main steps taken since, have arisen out of seasons of waiting 
on God. We waited upon God a long time before we began the movement that 
brought us up here from College St. We did the same before buying the property 
next door which we call the South Block and which the Government took over 
during the war and still holds.

The next feature is this: The significant reason for the starting of this 
institution was stated in the first Prospectus issued, and two points were mentioned. 
Here is the beginning of the paragraph under the heading "Design” in that 
Prospectus: "Several ministers of the Gospel and other Christian workers have 
been led to the conviction that a school of Bible instruction and practical training 
should be established in Toronto.”

Note the emphasis on Bible instruction and practical training. The develop­
ment of the curriculum of the College has always kept in view these two points. 
The main thing is Bible instruction. The Bible itself was the textbook to be 
studied from the very beginning, and along with that went the practical use of 
the Bible. The whole curriculum has been built up on a Bible-centred basis, 
and while building up the curriculum we have also extended the practical 
instruction. The practical department of this College is the best practical course 
in all Canada. We have here the most efficient and extensive training in practical 
Christianity to be found anywhere in the Dominion. All that extension of prac­
tical work has gone on with the building up of the curriculum around the Bible.
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The third is this; The Toronto Bible Training School began as a handmaid 
of the Church. It was started in fellowship with the churches, and had the good 
will of them all. The leaders of the churches gave it their support and encourage­
ment. The men who founded it were all leaders in their own denominations.

Dr. Elmore Harris was the honored pastor of Walmer Road Baptist Church; 
Dr. William Stewart, a retired Baptist minister, had been President of a college 
in the United States. Dr. R. P. MacKay was Foreign Missions Secretary of the 
Presbyterian Church. Here was an institution independent of the churches, which 
was able to help the churches to do a work they were not doing and hadn t 
facilities for doing.

During its first session, Dr. MacKay suggested to his own Board, the Foreign 
Mission Board of the Presbyterian Church, that the new Bible Training School 
might be a good place to have their women candidates trained who had applied 
for service in the foreign fields of the Church. The men were being trained in 
their own colleges. His Board agreed with the proposal and the Board of the 
Bible Training School welcomed these candidates from the Presbyterian Foreign 
Mission Board. This happy arrangement went on for some years. The same 
opportunity was offered to women applying for foreign mission work in the 
Methodist and Anglican Churches, and a number of missionaries, especially in 
the old Methodist Church, got their training in the Toronto Bible Training 
School.

More than that, in former days, quite a number of the secretaries of the 
Y.M.C.A. and Y.W.C.A. got a great part of their training in the old Bible Training 
School. So the School went on serving as the handmaid of the churches, providing 
training for certain groups of Christian workers who could not obtain the train­
ing they needed in the ordinary way. They got it in the Toronto Bible Training 
School with the good will and approval of their own Church Boards and Associa­
tions.

These three features have always been maintained. Prayer has been the very 
atmosphere of the College life. Bible instruction and practical work have been 
developed side by side and equally emphasized. The College has always regarded 
itself as the handmaid of the Church and sought to serve it as such. As a matter 
of fact, we regard the Toronto Bible College as a natural development of historic 
Christianity and so we have maintained our association with the historic church. 
Those three points marked the character of the College from the very beginning.

II —ITS FREEDOM FROM CONTROVERSY
While serving as the handmaid of the churches, the Bible Training School 

was kept separate from the internal affairs of the denominations. We kept apart 
from the things that were going on inside the denominations. So we took no 
share in church controversies. There have been four church controversies in 
Canada since the College was founded.

First of all, the great Fundamentalist controversy which arose in the United 
States more than a generation ago, but soon spread into Canada. We were invited 
to join the Fundamentalist Movement, but we took the position that this school 
was not going into controversy. There was a place for that, but that place was 
not within the walls of the Toronto Bible College. We were fundamental, but 
we were not going to be labelled Fundamentalist. We would not join a move­
ment that was really causing a serious cleavage in the churches. That controversy 
has been going on for a whole generation, and both Modernism and Funda­
mentalism have failed to produce spiritual results. And all this time the College 
has gone on without being identified with anything that has become discredited.
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Some years ago a Christian lady, who had considerable means to give away 
which she used to distribute carefully every year to Christian causes, and who 
was a friend of the leaders of the Fundamentalist Movement, came to Toronto. 
She had been giving contributions to the College from year to year. She came to 
me and asked why I wasn’t personally engaged in the fight for Fundamentalism. 
I pointed out that we were making our contribution to the cause of Funda­
mentalism by our positive and constructive teaching of the Bible, and we did not 
feel called to turn aside from that and engage in controversy. "Well,” she said, 
"I will only give you a hundred dollars.” Next year she came back to me and 
said, "I have found out that you were right. I will now give you a thousand 
dollars."

The second controversy was that of Church Union in the Presbyterian 
Church. Both Dr. MacKay and I belonged to that church. The controversy went 
on for several years with considerable bitterness, but neither of us took any part 
in it. When Church Union was consummated in 1925, Dr. MacKay didn't know 
what I was going to do until it actually took place. We had not allowed the 
controversy to disturb the College or even to be mentioned in it. We kept it 
outside as entirely a denominational matter. He went into the United Church 
while I remained a Presbyterian. The division that took place then in the Presby­
terian Church was not between Modernists and Fundamentalists as some appeared 
to think. Many Conservatives went into the United Church and many Modernists 
stayed in the Presbyterian Church. In the Bible College we went on with our 
fellowship unbroken. We were both members of a little group of ministers of 
different denominations who used to meet from time to time for prayer and 
fellowship on this one basis: "We agree to differ, we resolve to love, and we 
unite to serve."

The other two controversies had to do with McMaster University. On one 
occasion years ago we had one of the McMaster professors give the address at 
our Graduation Exercises. We chose him because he was an outstanding Christian 
leader and prominent in the work of the Bible Society. Shortly after that, one 
of our friends, himself a Baptist, came up and protested against our having this 
professor speak on our platform, and threatened to withdraw his support from 
the College. We had to point out to him that his controversy with McMaster 
was a denominational matter, and we had nothing to do with it. Our speakers 
were chosen for reasons of our own, and we would continue to follow our own 
policy without reference to disputes within the denominations. He did not with­
draw his support, but remained in association with us until the day of his death.

The other controversy with McMaster is still going on. Our Board regards 
it, so far as the Bible College is concerned, as a denominational matter. As an 
interdenominational institution, we maintain our own course, wholly loyal to our 
convictions set forth in our Doctrinal Basis. Our task is to engage in a Bible- 
centred teaching ministry that will send forth young people into Christian 
service and into all the churches established in the faith and rooted and grounded 
in love. We could not fulfil that task were we to turn aside to engage in con­
troversy.

Ill — ITS INTERDENOMINATIONAL BASIS
The next point I want to deal with is our interdenominational basis. From 

the very beginning the founders of the College emphasized its interdenominational 
character. The Executive Committee appointed at their first meeting on May 14, 
1894, happened to be composed of four Baptists and three others. At the next 
meeting the Baptists themselves pointed out that this was not desirable, and so 
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In Christ now meet both East and West, 
In Him meet South and North
All Christly souls are ONE in HIM, 
Throughout the whole wide earth.

Jfounberia’ JBap
Continued Iron page 4 

for the ensuing year, thus relieving Dr. Stewart of some of the work of administra­
tion. One year after that they decided to make my appointment permanent. That 
is the way things happened. For five successive years I was appointed to the 
staff, just for a year at a time, and then I was made permanent Principal. That 
was forty years ago, and I am still here.

I am profoundly thankful for the providential leading that kept me here, 
although more than once I was tempted to leave. It has meant more to me than 
anything else in my life. I have had more blessing in the fellowship I have enjoyed 
here among the students and with my fellow-instructors than I ever got even in 
my own Presbyterian Church. I want to bear my testimony to the fact, that 
the Lord will lead any life, if that life is surrendered to Him. God will take 
care of the providential course of our lives, if our lives are placed in His hands. 
I thank Him for giving me the opportunity of sharing in this work all these years, 
and for the blessing He has given and still continues to give to the Toronto Bible 
College.

of tlje Jfamilp
PERSONALS

Rev. George Tester, ’08, draws atten­
tion to the Shantymen’s Luncheon Pray­
er Meeting held every Thursday at the 
Y.M.C.A., Victoria, B.C., at noon. 
T.B.C. graduates would be welcome.

Erna Zimmerman, ’28, has returned 
to Nigeria under the Sudan Interior 
Mission.

Rev., '28, and Mrs. (Helen Gordon, 
’28), Victor Griffin are en route home 
from Paraguay.

Mabel Davis, '28, has returned to her 
work in the Belgian Congo under the 
Women's Missionary Society of the 
Regular Baptists of Canada.

Kathleen McGarrie, '30, is on fur­
lough from Brazil.

Rev. Frank Ward, ’32, to Broderick 
Memorial Baptist Church, St. Thomas.

Ella Millar, '33, received her B.A. 
degree from Queen’s University on 
May 15.

William Tyler, ’36, was ordained into 
the Christian ministry at Oxford Street 
Baptist Church, Woodstock, on May 18.

Joan Howell, ’36, has returned to her 
work in Dominica under the North 
Africa General Mission.

Rev. Edward Dreisinger, ’37, has ac­
cepted a call to Indian Road Baptist 
Church, Toronto.

Rev. John Heal, '37, has been granted 
his M.A. degree at the University of 
Toronto.

Rev. Ronald Harmer, ’37, has been 
appointed minister of McPhail Memo­
rial Baptist Church, Ottawa, Ontario. 
New ministry began June 6, 1948.
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Mr., '38-’39, and Mrs., ’23, Arthur 
Barros, have returned to their work in 
Brazil under the Evangelical Union of 
South America.

Zaida England, ’39, has returned to 
her field in India under the Scandina­
vian Alliance Mission.

Rev. Harold Lambshead, '39, has ac­
cepted a call to Grace Church, Ville La 
Salle, Montreal.

Gregers Gregerson, '40, was ordained 
into the Christian ministry in June at 
Kipling Baptist Church, of which he is 
pastor.

On June 1, Clifford McLaughlin, '41, 
was ordained into the Christian ministry 
at Dundas Baptist Church to which he 
was recently called, and he received his 
B.D. degree at the Convocation of 
McMaster University this Spring.

Rev. William Glenn, ’42, has accepted 
a call to the United Baptist Church, 
Westport, Nova Scotia.

Grace Matheson, '44, received her 
R.N. at Hamilton General Hospital in 
June.

Mr., '44, and Mrs. Charles Einwechter 
are serving with the Rural Life Mission 
in Northern Ontario.

Bertha Zimmerman, ’44, has been 
accepted by the Sudan Interior Mission 
for work in Ethiopia.

Isobel Smith R.N., ’47-’48, is serving 
the Church of England in St. Luke’s 
Hospital, Pangnirtung, Baffin Land.

Ethel Chernik, ’47-’48, has been 
accepted by the Sudan Interior Mission 
Board.

Lura Tyler, '45, received her R.N. at 
Woodstock General Hospital in June.

Addie Aylestock, '45, has been ap­
pointed Deaconess of the British Metho­
dist Episcopal Church, of Halifax, Nova 
Scotia.

Miss Addie Aylstock, '45, has been 
appointed deaconess to the coloured 
Baptist Church at Halifax, Nova Scotia.

Margaret Sams, '47, and Ella Bone, 
’46, are serving under the Island Sun­
day School Mission on Vancouver Is­
land.

Robert Bourke, '47, has accepted a 
call to the Baptist Church in Shau- 
navon, Saskatchewan.

Mildred Smith, '48, has been ap­
pointed to the permanent staff of the 
Toronto Jewish Mission.

Bill Crump, '49, is serving a summer 
field under the Associated Gospel 
Churches at Haliburton.

BIRTHS
To Mr. and Mrs. (Elizabeth Johnston, 

’36) Walter Ismay, in South America 
on August 25, 1947, a daughter, Lor­
raine Adela.

To Mr. and Mrs. (Joan MacDonald, 
’37), Herbert Casler, on August 24. a 
son, Douglas Keith.

To Mr., ’49, and Mrs. Jim Westman 
(Marjorie Matheson, ’42-’44), on May 
11, a son, Richard.

To Rev. ’35, and Mrs Leonard Warr, 
on May 26, a son, Hudson Robert.

To Mr., ’39- 42, and Mrs. (Tina Hu- 
menuk, ’41), Bob Wade, on July 15, a 
daughter, Kathleen Jo-Anne.

To Mr., '40, and Mrs. William 
Graham, on June 15, twin daughters, 
Brenda Joy and Carol Anne.

To Mr., ’49, and Mrs. Clarence 
Cameron; on July 3, a daughter Ruth 
Irene.

To Rev., '32, and Mrs. (Lola Walker, 
’33) Donald Timpany, on July 9, a 
daughter, Esther Marie.

To Mr., '42-’44, and Mrs., ’42-’44 
James Eversfield, on July 9, a daughter, 
Amelia Mary.

. To Mr., ’49, and Mrs. James Pimentel 
on July 22, a daughter, Gladys Maudie.

To Mr., '42, and Mrs. (Marjorie Lee, 
R.N., ’43-’45) Albert Kime, on July 24, 
1948, a daughter, Linda Jean.



12 THE BIBLE COLLEGE RECORDER

To Rev., '37, and Mrs. Ronald Har­
mer on March 7, a son, Ronald Neil.

To Mr., '50, and Mrs. Harold Scotr 
on July 14, a son, Randall Malcolm.

MARRIAGES
Dorothy Pridham, '39, to Lewis Spady 

on May 1, at Wetaskiwin, Alberta.
Margaret Gcgeny, ’45, to Martin 

Holly on July 12, at Toronto Bible 
College, Rev. D. A. Burns, ’16, offi­
ciated.

Dulcie Bell, ’46, to Dr. Frederick 
Swartzendrubcr on July 16, at Goshen, 
Indiana, Feme Blair, '47, Alice Gleason, 
’46, and Elvic Engstrom, ’45, sang.

Cecile Clevenger to Rev. Henry 
Hawkins, '40, on July 24, in Natal, 
South Africa.

Dora Howe, ’35, to Leo Fisher on 
July 27, at Camrose, Alberta.

Mary Augusta Reece to Dennis 
Walter Hockaday, '45, on August 12, 
at Yadkinville, North Carolina.

Violet Gibson, ’45-’48, to James 
Mullin, ’46-’48, on August 5, at Fort 
William.

Ida Schneider to Charles Einwechter, 
'44, on August 14, at Hanna, Alberta.

Naomi Hammond to Robert Bourke, 
’47, at Shaunovan, Saskatchewan, on 
June 1.

Sybil Franklin, '42, to Hugh Coilver, 
’42-'43, in First Baptist Church, Sault 
Ste. Marie, on June 19-

Almeiney Fitzpatrick, '46, to Paul 
Lamour, on July 20th, at Blind River, 
Ontario. Margaret Seabloom, '45, was 
bridesmaid.

Annicia Zhelka, ’41, to Samuel 
Rogers, on August 21, at Covenant 
House, Toronto.

Evelyn Filyer, '40, to Lloyd Wide­
man, on August 21, in Ringwood 
Christian Church, Ringwood, Ontario.

Mary Box, '47, to Charlie Cowell, ’40, 
on August 28th.

DEATHS
Mrs. James Longley, '08, in Toronto 

on June 17.
Mrs. A. K. Little (Violet Warming­

ton, ’33) at Brantford Sanitarium in 
June.

Mrs. W. A. Kettyls (May Holmes, 
’04) at Toronto on July I.

Clara Lfmbach, '24, at Kitchener in 
April.

The 55 th Session of the College 
will open with a devotional service 

Tuesday, September 21st, at 10 a.m.

Entered at Ottawa aa Second Claae Matter. Published quarterly.




