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2 THE BIBLE COLLEGE RECORDER

“The man who now leads T.B.C. into the Diamond Jubilee was carefully
chosen and once again a T.B.C. pattern can be seen.

“Mr. Rhodes was born in China, son of C.I.M. missionaries. His early educa-
tion was at the famed Chefoo School that has done such a remarkable job in
educating the children of missionaries.

“From China, he came to Toronto, studying at the University of Toronto,
where he graduated with honors in Philosophy in 1925, and received his M.A.
degree the following year.

“He went to Princeton Seminary for a year, studying under those outstanding
Biblical scholars Prof. Robert Dick Wilson and Prof. J. Gresham Machen. He
completed his B.D. course at Knox College in Toronto, graduating at the head
of his class.

“Not content with this, he combined post-graduate studies with his arduous
work as Principal, and in 1949 he won the degree of Doctor of Theology, the
highest degree obtainable in the field of Theology.

“In 1939 Dr. Rhodes came on the T.B.C. staff full-time, in 1943 wa;svappointed
vice-Principal, and in 1946 Principal.

“Dr. Rhodes has been eminently fitted for his task as Principal, having gifts
of mind and heart that are necessary for such an institution. His work is too
close to the present to permit proper evaluation in the “historical” sense, but his
own approach to and estimate of T.B.C. were recorded in his own words in 1947:

“The Toronto Bible College is now well launched upon the second half-
century of its history. As I have been thinking these past few weeks of the re-
markable growth and consolidation of the College during the long and distin-
guished period of Dr. John McNicol’s Principalship, I have been impressed with
the singular work that he has wrought, under God, these forty years. I use the
adjective ‘singular’ advisedly, for I am increasingly inclined to believe —and I
wonder if you do not agree with me — that there is something here at T.B.C.
that is unique. And that is my theme this evening, The Unique Character of our
T.B.C. Heritage.

“Of course, there is a good deal that we share in common with all evangelical
Bible Institutes. Our belief, for instance, in Holy Scriptures as the veritable Word
of God, the only infallible rule of faith and practice, the product of plenary inspir-
ation, ‘for no prophecy ever came by the will of man, but men spake from God,
being moved by the Holy Spirit’.

“We share with them, too, our faith in the Deity as well as the Humanity of
our blessed Lord and Saviour — ‘God of God, Light of Light, Very God of Very
God, Begotten not Made, being of One Substance with the Father, by Whom all
things were made.” Those few phrases from an ancient creed of the Church
universal express more effectively and comprehensively our Christian conviction
than you or I could state it in as many paragraphs.





















THE BIBLE COLLEGE RECORDER 9

THREE SCORE YEARS

TORONTO Bible College is not just a building or group of buildings. It is
not merely comprised of cold, lifeless brick and mortar.

Nor is it primarily the faculty, the men, who, with all their training and
ability, all their deep devotion and spiritual insight work or worked here for God.

Nor is T.B.C. just an alumni scattered in far-flung foreign battlefields of 56
countries in the world. It is not the faithful pastor-shepherds ministering in
Canada, U.S.A., Great Britain and Europe.

It is not even that prince in Israel, the man loved and revered by thousands
of faithful saints of God: John McNicol.

One can point with pride at the building at 16 Spadina Road. But it is prone
to decay, and some day will fall. The majority of men who meant much to the
early days of the school have passed on, though their works do follow them.
And graduates are prone to follow the same way, for “change and decay in all
around I see”.

What is Toronto Bible College? Historically it is the first and oldest Bible
College in Canada. This is but a note of praise to God. To appropriately explain
T.B.C, this only can be said: “It is one of those rare places where the eternally
fresh presence of the Spirit of God hallows the buildings, equips the faculty, and
moulds the lives of those who graduate to go, ‘Holding Forth the Word of Life’.”

Since 1894, this process has gone on, until now, at the Diamond Jubilee, one
feels a sense of awe, and sounds a note of praise to the One who is loved and
served, the Lord Jesus Christ.

Sixty years is not a ripe old age — but it is the age of maturity, of experience,
of stability. Toronto Bible College is mature, experienced and stable. Toronto
Bible College is sixty years of age — the Diamond Jubilee.
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3. It emphasizes the presence and leadership of the Holy Spirit as the true
principle of Christian unity. The students who have attended the Bible College
during these years represent many denominations. Yet denominational distinc-
tions sink out of sight in the sacred atmosphere of this place. The students of
the Bible College know that they can be truly loyal to their own particular denom-
inations, and at the same time recognize and honor the presence and work of
the Holy Spirit in all other parts of the Christian Church, and in all other
members of the body of Christ.

4. 1t illustrates and emphasizes the place of prayer and personal testimony
as the essential elements of effective Christian service. The young men and women
who come to the Bible College enter an atmosphere of prayer at once. They learn
to understand what the ministry of prayer means in the work of Christ in the
world by seeing what it does in their own lives while in College. They are also
being brought to see the value of personal effort for individuals, and are being
trained in its practice.

5. The Bible College has been raising up from the rank and file of the
Churches, numbers of young men and women who were not being reached in
any other way. It has been training them within these walls in the knowledge
of the Bible, in the practice of prayer and personal work, and it has been sending
them out into the working forces of the Church in the world. The students who
have gone out from the Bible College are to be found in all departments of
Christian service. The great majority of these men and women would not be
occupying these places today if it had not been for the opportunities afforded
them by such an institution as this.

The Toronto Bible College occupies an honorable place among several other
similar institutions in North America. These Bible Institutes have sprung up
as the result of certain spiritual movements going on under the surface of organ-
ized Christianity. They have been making important contributions to the life
and work of the churches. They are called to fill a much larger place and do a
still greater work in the future. At a Conference on World Evangelism and
Vital Christianity, held in Chicago in February, 1919, it was decided that the
time had come for an advance movement on the part of the Bible Institutes. If
the Church was to fulfil its great task of making Christ known to the world,
larger numbers of trained workers must be enlisted, both to carry the Gospel
abroad and to supply the need at home. There are large numbers of young people
who would be responsive to leadership in this direction, who are out of the
reach of any other church agency, but who can be reached by the Bible Institutes.
Battles are not won by officers alone; the real fighting force is in the rank and
file. It is the rank and file of the Christian Church that the Bible Schools aim to
reach and equip. It is surely wise and right in the true interests of the cause of
Christ and in the best interests of the churches themselves, that this constituency
should be thoroughly cultivated. It is this work the Toronto Bible College is
endeavouring to do. That it may do it more thoroughly and efficiently, it makes
its appeal to those who have the vision to see the need and the faith and courage
to obey the call of the present hour in the great world conflict of Christianity.

A salute then to T.B.C. — sixty years of age. Then forward to the contin-
uing battle, “until He comes”.
































