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The following article, reprinted from Christian Life magazine, should be read prayerfully and
carefully by every professing Christian, young or old. It emphasizes the need for training in such an
institution as Toronto Bible College.

In the last issue of the Recorder we carried an article “The Crisis in Education” by Thomas R.
Maxwell, M.A., M.Th. The following article is a good corollary to it. Toronto Bible College specializes
in training men and women for Christian service at home and abroad; in mission fields, pastorates,
professions or so-called “secular” work.

The Bible-centred curriculum, devotional atmosphere, emphasis on the leadership of the Holy
Spirit, scholarship that is spiritual, and high standards for academic and practical work, all combine
to TRAIN AND EQUIP CHRISTIAN WORKERS FOR EVERY FIELD OF ENDEAVOUR.

PRAY ABOUT A 3 OR 4 YEAR COURSE AT T.B.C. WE WOULD BE GLAD TO COUNSEL
AND PRAY WITH YOU.

PHONE OR WRITE
TORONTO BIBLE COLLEGE
16 SPADINA ROAD, TORONTO WA. 2-1582

WANTED: TRAINED CHRISTIAN WORKERS *

By Leslie and Bernice Flynn

Despite urgent calls for trained workers, vacancies still exist in Christian
organizations and skilled professions.

A Missionary on emergency medical leave flew home to a large American city.
Suffering from a nervous breakdown, he wished to consult a Christian psychiatrist.
He learned that in that metropolitan area only one Christian psychiatrist had a
practice. And he was so busy he didn’t have time to give the extended treatment
the missionary needed.

In all the United States today, competent Christian psychiatrists total a
handful. With mental illness on the increase and Christians not exempt from
psychoses, the likelihood is that more and more believers will stand in need of
skilled help. Naturally, no Christian wishes to put his case in the hands of a
psychiatrist whose basic philosophy runs counter to Bible teaching. Yet, where
will believers go unless young people train for this wide-open field?

This is just one of dozens of specialized areas in which trained Christian
personnel are urgently needed. A survey of Christian colleges, radio stations,
Bible institutes, seminaries, publishing houses, missionary societies and evangelical
agencies indicates the desperate plea for skilled Christian workers the country over.

Surveys of Christian high school students and students in Christian colleges
showed that the dire need for trained workers will not be remedied by the next
crop of graduates. Biggest need seemed to be 2 high standard for vocational train-
ing; planning for the future was sadly lacking.

Christian Life readers who were surveyed indicated a desire for more training
and a wish that they had geared their ambitions to further the Gospel.
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glamour of so-called “full-time” work. Young people who do not attend Christian
schools to prepare for pulpit or foreign field are somehow lumped in a lower
category of consecration.

One church had a service flag with stars for every young person training in
Christian schools for “full-time” service, whereas the fellows and girls studying
to be Christian doctors or lawyers or nurses in secular schools received no recogni-
tion. When one fellow after a couple of years in a Bible school informed his
home church he felt no call to the ministry but did have a definite conviction to
major in science, he was looked upon as a backslider. Yet today the same fellow
is happy in his God-chosen profession, has contributed to a harmonious under-
standing between the Bible and science, and teaches part-time in a Christian
college.

In reality, every Christian should serve the Lord “full-time.” He may have
to spend several hours a day earning his bread. But Paul was no less in “full-time”
service because he often spent a few hours a day tent-making to pay for his own
keep.

One editor complains, “People often feel called to be a pastor, but no one
feels called to write Sunday School lessons.”

Sometimes both faculty and students at Christian schools by their attitude
toward office help and maintenance men give the impression their work ranks far
beneath that of teaching. Yet, without all working together, each in his specialized
place, Christian schools could not exist.

Moody Bible Institute puts the matter very pointedly, “Everyone isn’t called
to be a preacher or a missionary. Yet every person in Christian work — whether
stenographer, accountant, engineer, scientist, copywriter, teacher, janitor or in
any one of many other classifications — is truly in full-time service. Each makes a
valuable contribution to the cause of Christ. At Moody we have more than 400
full-time employees — and every one is doing business for God. They make it
possible for others to prepare for the ministry, mission field, Christian education
or a ministry of music.”

The superficiality of Christians in meeting many problems of today has dis-
couraged intensive training in many professions. Glibly quoting, “Christ is the
answer to all of men’s needs,” hasn’t proven incentive for Christian youth to
devote their energies to some particular field like social welfare. One professor in
a well-known Christian college asserts, “The need for Christian social workers
merits a complete article of its own. The field is wide open, for the evangelical
world hardly seems aware this phase of opportunity exists. Two years of profes-
sional training beyond college are required. Such areas as child welfare, adoption
agencies, individual case work, marriage counselling, therapeutic group work and
the courts are in great need of workers. Christians, if properly trained, may secure
positions in secular agencies both private and government, and openings are now
available with Christian agencies. Christians could very well be employed as
probation officers, policewomen and in city welfare department.”
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