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DR. OSWALD ]. SMITH (Class of 1912)
(Pastor, The Peoples Church, Toronto)

In the realm of foreign missions perhaps no
name is more familiar to the Christian public than
that of Oswald J. Smith, D.D., LL.D., Litt.D., pastor
of the Peoples Church, Toronto.

This year, Dr. Smith completed 25 years as pastor
of the Peoples Church, which he founded in 1930.
In the years between graduation and the beginning of
this great work, the Lord had been fashioning His
instrument.

While still a student at T.B.C., Oswald Smith
held a summer pastorate on an Indian Reserve near
Alaska. Here he got his first real taste of “Missions.”

Later he endeavoured to go to India, but was
turned down by the Mission Board. He took further training at Manitoba College,
McCormick Theological Seminary, and post-graduate work at Knox College,
Toronto.

After holding pastorates at Dale Presbyterian Church, Parkdale Alliance
Tabernacle, and later building the Alliance Tabernacle on Christie Street, he
moved to the States where he preached for a brief period.

The call to return to Toronto could not be ignored, and he returned to
establish The Peoples Church, first on Gerrard Street, then at the present splendid
site at 100 Bloor Street East.

Dr. Smith has one constant, recurrent theme: Missions. To this end he
had dedicated his life and his not inconsiderable ability as a preacher, author
and administrator.

The annual Missionary Conference at the Peoples Church is an event that
creates world-wide interest and enthusiasm. During the past 25 years $2,754,000.00
has been channeled through the Peoples Church to the mission fields of the world.

At the Annual Missionary Convention in 1955 (four weeks of intense mis-
sionary emphasis) over $282,000.00 was pledged to support 400 missionaries.

For all that God has done through His servant, we thank Him. We pray
also many more years of service, should the Lord tarry, for Dr. Smith and the
Peoples Church.

When we asked Dr. Smith for a word regarding his training at T.B.C.,
he wrote:
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“It was at the Toronto Bible College that I got my first missionary vision.
Each week someone from the foreign field addressed our meeting, and as a
result a great burden came upon me for the unevangelized tribes of the earth.

During all the years that have followed I have n

ever lost that first missionary

vision, for it has resulted in an entire life being given over to world evangelization.

Even though I have not been able to go myself, for the Board turned down
my application, yet I have been able by the grace of God to do something toward
sending others. God has graciously permitted me to raise a little, at least, in the
missionary conventions I have held for the support of a number of workers in

foreign fields.

For much of this I am indebted to the vision I received while a student
in the Toronto Bible College. It was at the Bible College I learned that the
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supreme task of the church
is the evangelization of the
world, and that the mission
of the church is missions.
That is why I have taken as
my motto the slogan: "Why
should anyone hear the Gos-
pel twice before everyone
has heard it once?’ ”

When a student heeds the
words that hang in the
T.B.C. auditorium in letters
of gold: “LET THE WORD
OF CHRIST DWELL IN
YOU RICHLY IN ALL
WISDOM,” he is compelled
to fulfil the School motto,
and go out “HOLDING
FORTH THE WORD OF
LIFE.” This is the T.B.C.
ministry.

D.C.P.
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THE FIFTH ANNUAL
SUMMER CONFERENCE of
TORONTO BIBLE COLLEGE ALUMNI ASSOCIATION

August 27th - September 3rd, plus Labour Day Week-end

at GLEN ROCKS on LAKE
ROSSEAU, MUSKOKA

The Principal, Rev. E. L. Sim
monds, M.A., B.D., will be speak
ing each morning. {

Dr. J. H. Hunter,

a Board member

and friend

of our Alumni,

who has been

. in Glasgow during the
~ All-Scotland Crusade,
will bring

evening messages.

P ipal
E. L. Simmonds, M.A., B.D.

Dr. J. H. Hunter,
T.B.C. Board Member,
Editor “Evangelical
Christian”

Rev. Thomas R. Maxwell, M.A.,
M.Th., Teacher of Theology, will
share the evening messages with

Dr. Hunter.

Rev. T. R. Maxwell,
M.A., M.Th.

Rates $20.00 to $45.00 per week Write: The Alumni Secretary,

PLEASE REGISTER AT ONCE ;6 Spadir;a goad,,
(Fee $2.00) oronto 4, Ontario.

Telephone: WA. 2-1582

TRANSPORTATION:
Bus direct to Conference Grounds, C.N.R. and C.P.R. and Boat.

Private car transportation cannot be guaranteed by the Alumni Asso-
ciation, but the office will assist passengers to contact drivers.

Private car via Highway No. 11 to Bracebridge, continue north four
miles, turn left at Lone Pine Cabins on Rosseau-Parry Sound Highway,
then drive to Glen Rocks.


















