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GRADUATION TESTIMONIES

As Given At The Graduation Service
Varsity Arena, April 26, 1957

R

Ruth Almas, 57

HAVE you ever stopped and asked yourself the question, “What is the purpose
of my life here?” Some would say, “I am here to have a good time!”—others, “I
am here to get married and have a home,” and some more noble ones would say,
“I am here to help those who are less fortunate.” These answers may be good,
but I would like to suggest that the primary reason for our existence is something
greater and far above any of these answers. Our existence can only be completely
understood as we see an eternal God who includes us finite, human beings in His
Divine plan of the ages.

Many people question the existence of a God; others know Him only as
some vague impersonal force. God, to me, has never been either of these. He
has always been a real person to Whom I could talk, and One Whom I knew heard
me because He answered me

I was fortunate to have parents who knew, loved and served our Lord and
Saviour, Jesus Christ, and from my earliest recollection, they have sought to teach
me about Him and to train me to walk in His ways.

As I grew older, God became more of a real person to me. He seemed to
be impressing upon me the necessity of trusting my whole life to Him. But, I
was only a teen-ager, with my whole life before me, and I thought I knew better
what I wanted and how I wanted it. God had other plans for me, and gradually
He showed me that the only sensible thing to do was to trust Him with my whole
life.
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As high school days drew to a close, it seemed as if God wanted me to go on
to Teachers’ College, but unless He provided in a miraculous way, this would be
absolutely out of the question. It was strange how He worked. It was almost
as if I were standing still on the sidelines watching a Master Workman, and in
September, 1951 He opened the way to Hamilton Normal School.

I thoroughly enjoyed the year I spent there and the two years that followed.
Teaching is a great responsibility. Teaching has an unparalleled influence in the
moulding of young lives. I liked teaching. I had been in a Primary Grade and I
wanted to go on and specialize in Kindergarten. The idea of giving it up was not
appealing, but God made it very clear—two years was the limit now, and Bible
School was next!

I was pleased that God led me to Toronto Bible College. My parents and
sister are graduates of the College, and often I had heard of the happy times
T.B.C. students have

In September, 1954, I began the three most profitable years of my life. God
again answered my prayer in a practical way. In order to pay my way through,
He provided me with a unique opportunity, right here in Toronto with the Board
of Education, of teaching afternoon kindergarten

Here at College we study many interesting and helpful subjects. One of my
favourites has been Church History. This subject, as its name implies, is the study
of the Christian Church from the time of Christ right down to our modern times.
In my first year I thought it was going to be a dull, uninteresting subject, as history
often is, but God showed me that here was something very relevant and valuable
for my training and life.

We studied the heroic martyrs of the early days — martyrs like Polycarp of
Smyrna, who said before his persecutors, “Forty long years have I served Him.
He has not failed me once, and I cannot fail Him now!” With these words on his
lips he went to meet the One he served. We studied the heroes of the Reformation,
and what God was able to do because Luther, and others like him, could say with
holy boldness, “I cannot and will not recant anything . . . on this I take my stand.
I can do no other.” We studied the humble life and fervent preaching of John
Wesley. The revival he was used to begin is credited with saving England from
an upheaval similar to the French Revolution. These men had something. It
seemed at first glance that they had no problems with which to contend, yet on
closer study I found that they worked against tremendous odds. I came to realize
for the first time what the Apostle Paul meant when he said, “We are more than
conquerors.” These men practised the victorious Christian life and did exploits
for God. Through them I have begun to learn that the same God who did a work
through them is able to use me also

I have tried to show that God has proven Himself to me to be a real Friend
and constant Companion. He can cleanse my evil ways and He can help me to
be like His Son, Jesus Christ. Our life here in this interval of time is preparatory
for that greater life in eternity. Its chief purpose is best expressed with the words
written in my childhood autograph book by my mother:

Only one life, and twill soon be past,
Only what’s done for Christ will last!
and by my father taken from Matthew 6:33:
“Seek ye first the kingdom of God and His righteousness
and all these things will be added unto you.”
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Edward Cook, 57

tonicat I wish to give praise and glory to God for His amazing leading and
provision in my life.

By the grace of God I was born into a family that was not only Christian but
also Missionary. Just twenty years ago this evening, while on furlough, my
father, on completion of his course, graduated from Toronto Bible College and
my parents soon returned to the field of God’s choice for them. One year later
God saw fit to take my father home to be with Himself.

From the time I could first understand, my mother taught me of God’s love
for me and of what He had done in her life. While home here in Toronto one
evening, the Lord showed me, when reading His Word, that I could not rely on
the good lives of my parents for salvation; there must be a personal commitment
to Jesus Christ as my own Saviour. At my mother’s bedside that night God gave
me the faith to believe in Him.

Through years of schooling, while living in a home for missionaries” children,
God has moulded my life with disciplinary care, for which I thank Him. After
high school I knew I should attend Bible College to prepare myself for God’s
service wherever He should lead, but at the time I was opposed to coming to
Toronto Bible College, just for the illogical reason that my parents had been there.
God here won a battle over my own will, but even then my plan was for only one
year at T.B.C.

The warmth of Christian friendship and fellowship at the College, however,
was rich and arresting and after prayerful consideration, I knew beyond any
doubt that here was the place the Lord intended I should stay for these three
years.

During this stay there have been two types of lesson 1 have learned. These
are first, the truths acquired through lectures and study, and second, their appli-
cation in dailv living. Although studies have been fascinating — and sometimes
not so fascinating — it is the practical outworking of them that has produced such
an impact and impression upon my life. Christ has provided the enabling grace
and strength to appropriate and use these lessons for his glory.

One truth, growing out of academic study into the reality of personal experi-
ence is embodied in the two words, “Keep close!” so often heard during our
morning Bible lectures. This is the constant, daily meeting with the Lord Jesus
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Christ through His Word, eclipsing even the fellowship with other Christian
young people. I thank God tonight that He has shown me just a beginning (with
greater things ahead, I trust) of what it means to walk daily in newness of life in
and through Jesus Christ.

Another lesson the Lord has enabled me to learn is the overwhelming power
of private and corporate prayer. These three years, and more especially this final
one, have proven to me that prayer can change any circumstance and overcome
any difficulty, and I thank God for letting me see something of this mighty working
of His purpose in my own experience and in the lives of my fellow students.

Our daily morning prayer meetings before classes, along with Saturday
evening fellowships, have warmed my heart with love for others, making impos-
sible the harbouring of personal grudges. Through our monthly days of prayer, the
power of Christ has been poured out in such blessing that I have been shown a
realm of certain assurance where no doubts or fears can abide.

The present reality of the person, Jesus Christ, means more to me than
anything else. He is able to meet and to be victorious over every problem of my
life. He has supplanted my unbelief with implicit trust and faith.

How then can I do anything but live unconditionally for such a Saviour, and
seek by God’s grace daily to interpret Him to others!
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Shirley Dawson, Reg. N., ’57

“wno 15 like unto the Lord our God, Who dwelleth on high, Who humbleth
Himself to behold the things that are in heaven, and in the earth!” Could this
Lord behold and care about me? It seemed improbable to me, as an eager high
school student with a decided scientific bent, that the great God of the universe
could ever care about an individual like me

Little did I know then how much God does care and had been caring for me!
“We do pray,” wrote my grandfather to my parents a few days after I was born,
“that her life may be preserved to become a real blessing in the world, a light to
shine in dark places, an added helper in the Lord’s work.”
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This prayer was fulfilled as the Lord began preparing me, an earthen vessel,
to hold the treasure of Himself! It was at the age of nine that a very serious
illness all but took me from my earthly home. The urgency of the hour prompted
Mother and Dad to turn to God together and to promise to have no ambition for
me outside of His will for my life.

That promise to God and dedication of my parents was honoured by the
Lord, for at sixteen years of age the deep love of Jesus won its way, through
leaders at Pioneer Camp in Manitoba, into the door of my prepared heart.
“Rejoice with me,” said the Lord Jesus, “for I have found my sheep which was
lost!” Now I belong to Him and He is my Lord and Saviour.

As Lord of my life He began showing me His plan. I had been interested
in science at school and as a result, fitted into nurses’ training very naturally.
No one could have been happier in her vocation than I was, but after nursing in
several parts of the world, I found that people had real spiritual needs as well as
physical ones. The necessity for further training arose.

As I began this training at Toronto Bible College to meet these spiritual
needs, I discovered spiritual needs of my own. I had rebelled and often disobeyed
the Lord Jesus, and both inside the College and in my practical work outside,
He has been teaching and moulding me. As an example, I bitterly fought against
accepting the position of Publications Leader on our Student Cabinet this year.
It was only because the Faculty had prayerfully decided on me for that task that
I submitted and accepted it. Tonight I can do nothing but humbly thank God for
the valuable lessons He has taught me through that very position.

Another way the Lord has been teaching me is through an adult Bible class
that I have been leading as part of my practical work for T.B.C. As a class, we
felt a desire to love and please the Lord Jesus more in our lives. We prayed
together, and agreed truly to abide in Him so that He might fill our need to know
and love Him more deeply. During the last few months the Lord has responded
to our prayers of faith, and we are each learning to walk more closely with Him.

The way this closer walk has come about in my own life seems most directly
connected with the Beatitudes, which were studied this year in our Bible lectures
at College and were also given as a series of sermons in the church I attend. The
Beatitudes began to be real in my own experience just at the time of our school
Missionary Conference. Gradually, through them the Spirit of God has been
revealing my own poverty of spirit — my worthlessness without Him. The Holy
Spirit has also been revealing God’s limitless resources as mine in Christ Jesus.
His resources, I've found, are sufficient for even my practical everyday needs.
I thank God that in Christ He can always cause me to triumph.

All these experiences in my life confirm that the Lord does behold and does
care about the individual. So this scripture is wonderfully true: “Who is like unto
the Lord our God, Who dwelleth on high, Who humbleth Himself to behold the
things that are in heaven, and in the earth!”
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SEVENTH ANNUAL

TORONTO BIBLE COLLEGE ALUMNI

SUMMER CONFERENCE

GLEN ROCKS, LAKE ROSSEAU

Principal, MUSKOKA

E. L. Simmonds, M.A., B.D.

E

August 24 - September 2, 1957

Prayer Fellowship, Bible Study,
Inspirational Messages, Missionaries, Films,
Recreation, Rest, Sports,

Special Supervised Programme for Children

TRANSPORTATION:

Bus direct to Conference Grounds, C.N.R. and

Reverend C.P.R. and Boat. Private car transportation can-
T.R. Maxwell, .o, MTH. 6t be guaranteed by the Alumni Association, but
the office will assist passengers to contact drivers.
Private car via Highway No. 11 to Bracebridge,
continue north four miles, turn left at Lone Pine
Cabins on Rosseau-Parry Sound Highway, then
drive to Glen Rocks.

Rates $22.00 to $45.00 per week.
PLEASE REGISTER AT ONCE

(Fee $2.00)
Write for Complete Folder.

Write: The Alumni Secretary,
14 Spadina Road, Toronto 4, Ontario.
Telephone: WA. 1-8391

Reverend
D. E. Raymer, B.A.SC., B.D.
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