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STRAIGHT TO HEAVEN

“Mother,” said a dying girl, “it is hard to die
and leave this life.”

“Yes, my dear, but you have coniessed and
received absolution, so you need not fear.”

*“Tis true,” said the dying girl, “I confessed all
the sins I could think of, and the priest gave me
absolution. But with all that, I shall soon be
in purgatory, and you know, dear mother, that
you are so very, very poor that you cannot have
masses said for my soul.”

“Yes, my dear child, I know that, but I'l
work day and night to get you out of purgatory.”

“Dear mother, I so often think of my cousin
Mary. She was so happy before she died, and
she never confessed to a priest nor received abso-
lution.”

“My child, don’t think about her. Leave all
to the priest. Try and rest now.”

“I will try, dear mother, but I can't help
thinking how much better it would be if we
could go straight to Heaven when we die, and
not go to purgatory at all.”

“Hush, my child. Here comes your brother;
he wili comfort vou while I go and finish my
work."”

“Dear Sister,” said her brother, as he sat down
beside her bed, “what were mother and you say-
ing about Cousin Mary?”

“l was saying how glad 1 would be if 1 were
a< happy as she was. She had no fear of death.”











