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The Aft of Toleration ought to be kept 
inviolably.
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REASONS,

WHOEVER confiders how of­
ten this Nation has been upon 
the Brink of Ruin fince the Re­
formation of Religion here, will 
be apt to ask; How it comes to 
pafs, that England, which has 
always been efteem’d the Sup­

port of the Proteftant Intereft in the World, ano. 
has often with good Succefs lent her. Affiftance to 
the Foreign Churches, fhould herfelf be expos’d 
to more Dangers than others are ? This is an Er 
quiry of the utmoft Confequence, eipecially at 
a Time, wheh we are juft deliver’d from a Rebel­
lion, begun and carry’d ori by Papifts and theit 
Adherents in favour of a Popiih Tender to the 
Crown ; and. threaten’d with a foreign Invafion 
on the fame Account.

I τ may not be amifs therefore to ihew any of 
the Caufes whence the Danger of Popery has pro­
ceeded, that fo by a prudent Condud, we may 
prevent it for the future.

I Cannot but think that Popery has kept 
its Footing in England, rather through a wrong 
Conduit on our Part, than the Strength or Po-

Λ z licy
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licy of its Votaries; I mean, that we have carry’d 
a ftronger Byafs to its Worfhip and Difcipline, 
and upon that Account, have exprefs’d a greater 
Averfion towards Proteftants, who have not in 
all Refpefts come up to the eftablifh’d Standard, 
than has been confiftent either with our Safety 
or Reputation. To illuftrate this, let us go a lit­
tle back to the Reformation, and confider 
the Reafons on which it was grounded, and if 
it ihould appear, That as our Courts have been 
n >re or lefs Popiihly inclin’d, Proteftant Diflen- 
ters have met with milder or feverer Treatment, 
One may eafily conclude, that Topry has had the 
principal Hand in the Severities they have fuffer’d.

Whoever confiders.the^Bent of Queen Eliza­
beth's Counfels, which were to unite the Nation 
into one Profeffion, her firft Impreffions in her 
Father’s Reign in favour of the Popiih Rites and 
Ceremonies, and her Love of Pomp and Magni­
ficence in Religion, will be tempted to believe, 
that our Reformation was carry’d on rather 
upon political than religious Views in her Reign ; 
who. ieem’d rather inclin’d to fecure herfelf from 
•the. Pope’s Supremacy, than to free the Worfhip 
of G o d from thofe humane Additions; which by 
Vir.tue;of that Supremacy alone were brought into ' ■*

• ΒϊΠιορ Burna's Hiftory of the Reformation. Pel II.

I................  .............. ■' -

From hence, perhaps, it came to pais, that our 
Service-Beck- was fettled Krthe-generaLTafte; fo 
that, the faffis alm oft to a Man conform’d to 
it, till the tenth Year of her Reign,' and the 
Pope himfelf Twice * offer-d to- confirm it, if 
hit, Supremacy might ba acknowledged here j nay, 
the popiih Rites were retain’d, contrary to the 
Opinion and Remonftrances- of moil of the 

reformed 
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reformed Divines' * both at Home and Abroad; 
And the frequent and prefling Inftances of feve- 
ral· fycceflive Parliaments, which were rejected 
by the Queen with uncommon Difdain, and pe­
culiar Marks of her Difpleafure ; as may be feen 

feveral Inftances in Dewes Journals.

* Their Letters in the Appendix to Pol. III.
The Declaration of the Doings of thofe Minifters of 

God’s Word and Sacraments in the City of London, which 
have refus’d to wear the outward Apparel and miniftring 
Garments of the Pope’s Church. Printed in 1566.

t Bp' Hoopers Sermons on Jonss, before the King a^d 
Council.

|| L11· Chief Juftice Kings Speech at Sacheverell's Tryal.
j The Account of Religion in England : Printed with 

Steele's Account of the Koman-Cittholick Religion.p. 188, 189.·

, This Conduct gave Rife to a Party, who from 
their prefling for a further Reformation in Do­
ctrine, Difcipline and Worfhip, or profefling a 
greater Purity of Life, were call’d Turitam f.

These Men, whofe only Crime, was a more than 
ordinary Zeal againftPopery,were look’d upon as E- 
nemies and were accordingly treated as fuch ||.I da 
not fay, thefe Proceedings were entirely owing 
to popifh Counfels, (tho’ the Queen’s Difpleafure 
at the marry’d Clergy, and her refufing at firft to 
be call’d the Head of the Church, gives room for 
Sufpicion on that Head:) However, ’tis certain, 
that in fucceeding Times, the Nonconformifis have 
been treated juft as the Popifh Intereft has rifen or 
fallen in the Kingdom; which can’t be very fur- 
prizing, if it be always true, what was obferv’d 
of the Temper of our Party in King Charles Γ$ 
Time, viz,. I That the Papifts hated the Puritans 
more than they did the Efiahli^rd Church; as an the 
other Hand, the Puritans hated the Papifts more 
than they did the Efiablijhment ; but, which is in*  
deed is a little furprizing, the Churchmen hated 
the Puritans more than they did the Papifts. To that 

the 
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φ Chtirchmetl hid Papifts would eafily joyn in the 
Deftrsiclion of the P\iritans. , ..

* King James I. At the Beginning of his Reign 
declar’d his Refolution to fupprefs the Phritans j 
and- the better to favour fuch Defigns, his 
Judges refolv’d, That the prefenting a Petition 
to him, fign’d by a Thoufand Minifters of the 
Church of England, defiring further Reformation 
in Difcipline and Worihip, was an Offence fine­
able at Difcretion, and very neat to Treafon 
and Felony in the Puniihment ; nay he after­
wards owns in Print, That he had a better Opinion 
of the Papifts than of the Puritans. But if we confi- 
der, that in the fame DifCourfe, f he acknowledges 
the Pope’s fpiritual Supremacy here, and that his Holi- 
nefs has a- ‘Power to excommunicate him ; or if we be­
lieve what his Son fays of him, 4· That his Father

deftrous of an Union with the Catholicks, we fhall not 
wonder at his Averfion towards the Puritans, or 
the Tendernefs he exprefs’d to the Papifts in feve- 
-ral Inftances worth Reading in Ruftiworth; and 
particularly in the Treaties of Marriage, firft be­
tween the Prince and the Infanta, and afterWards 
with the Daughter of France ff.

As for King Charles I. One can’t believe 
that even ide had an ill Opinion of Popery, when 

* One fees him ** promifing the Pope, Thdt he will, 
if Occafion be, facriftce bis Life and Crown, that there 
may bc- butane Religion, and one Faith, and protefting, 

that

* His Ptemnnit-on to all Cliriftian Princes, pai si
t »■ 44'

■! εδΖΕέχχ·**·· h ·»■
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that he bad never been a Partifnn of any Faction 
Againft the Catholick, Apoftolick, Roman Religion ; 
andexpreffing a Satisfaction upon the View of being 
reconciled to Rome upon eafy Terms *. Thefe Things, 
with the Share he had in the two Treaties with 
France and Spain, the cruel and illegal Judgments 
of the Star-Chamber and High-Commijfton, &C. 
againft Nonconformifs, the Almoft-Toleration 
granted to Papifts,· contrary to the Remon- 
ftrances of all his Parliaments, give a Man Rea- 
fon to fufpeft that the Proteftant Caufe was not 
much at his Heart. Therefore if fuch a King, 
influenc’d by a popiih Qeeenand an Archbifhop, 
who f kept up a ftricl Correfpondcnce at Rome, fuf- 
fer’d the Puritans to be opprefs’d, and even ba- 
niih’d in great Numbers to our Plantations in the 
We(l-Indies, ’tis no more than might well be ex- 
peded. ;’.i.

This was the Temper in the Reign of J. I. 
and Ch. I. but I think it fliew’d itielf more appa^ 
rently after the Reiteration.

I τ has been lately faid by a great Prelate, and 
not fince deny’d, that I hear of, That K. Ch. ΙΓ. 
Uvdafecret, anddied a profefsdP^pi^ ||. His Bro­
ther was openly fo ,· and what Fate he met with 
on that Account, no Body is ignorant of. ’Tis 
no Wonder then, that the Diffenters fuffer’d great 
Hardihips while thefe Men were on the Throne. 
Accordingly, at the Beginning of K. Charles's 
Reign, Penal Laws were made againft ’em almoft 
without Number, and vigoroufly put in Exe­
cution Nay, if the Laws were order’d to be put 
;·'.·* · — in

* Account of Religion in England, cited before, p. 1$$.
t Gaff’s Travels, Chap. n.
U The B1” of Ely in his Thankfgiving Sermon on the 

SuppreiTion of the la te Rebellion.
4 Addfefs ofthc Houfe of Commons to the King, Noy. ij. 
l680, ’ ; ■ "
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h execution againfi Papifts, even from thence, they 
gain'd an Advantage to their Party, while the Edge 
~ofthofe Laws was turn el againfi; Proteftant Dinen­
ters, and the Papifts efcap’d in a wanner untouch A z 
The’eAtt of Parliament enjoyning the Tefi to be taken 
by all that come into publick Imployment, and intended 
as a Security againfi Papifts coming into Offices, had 
fp little effeSl, that either by Difpenfations obtain d 
from Rome, they fubmitted to thpfe Tefis and held 
the Offices themfelves, or thofe put into Places were fo 
favourable to their Interefist that the Commons con­
clude Popery it self has rather gain’d than 
lost Ground since that Act.

And fo fenfible were they, that the Severity 
towards Nonconformifts proceeded from Popiih 
influence, and tended to the bringing in of Pope­
ry ,· That they refolved, * Nemine concradicente, 
That the <eA£ts of Parliament made in the Reigns of 
Queen Elizabeth and K. James againfi Popifls Recu- 
fants, ought not io be executed againfi Protefiant Dif 
fenters’. And in purfuance of that Vote, and of an 
Opinion that was publickly declared in the Houfe, 
That the only means to fecure our felves from Popery 
was to unite Protefiants, t they order’d a Bill for 
that End: And afterwards in January 1681 
Refolv’d, That the profecution of the Protefiant Dif­
fenters upon the Penal Laws is grievous to the Sub- 
jects, a weakning to the Protefiant Interefi, an incou- 
ragement to Popery, and dangerous to the Peace of the 
Kingdom.

* Sai ati 6. Noy. 1680.
t Debates of the Commons in 16S0. p. 171, iSit soy, 

|| The Votes of that time.

This was the Senfe of the Nation when it 
apprehended itfelf -upon the brink of ruin $ fuch 
Notions had they then of the Diflenters, that the 

Penfioner
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Penfioner Parliament that made all or moft of the 
Penal Laws of that Reign, when they faw the dan­
ger of Popery, order’d a Bill in Febr. 167;. for 
their relief: And what our beft Men have fince 
thought of ’em, and of their Treatment may ap­
pear, from the Lords Proteft on the Schifm Bill, 
in which they fay, In all In fiances of making Laws, 
or of a rigid execution of ’em againfi Difienters, it is 
'very remarkable, that their Defign was to weaken the 
Church, and to drive ’em into one common Intereft with 
the Papifts, to joyn in Meafures tending to the Defra­
clion of it. This was the Method fuggefied by Popifi 
Councilors to prepare’cm for twofucceffive Declarations 
in the Time of King Charles II, and the following 
one ifiued out by K. James II. to rain all our Civil and 
Religious Rights: And we cant think that the Ails 
and Contrivances of Papifts to fubvert our Church, are 
proper Means to preferve it. To the fame Purpofe, 
their Conferences with the Commons on the Oc- 
cafional-Bill in 1702 * That the ‘Penal Laws pro­
ceeded from Popif) Management, who after they had 
fet the Church againfi the Difienters, according to 
their wonted Arts, ftady d to fet the Difienters as much 
againfi the Church : When by fuch Methods we were 
reduc’d to the lafi Extremity, the late King was invi­
ted, &c. Tho’ thefe Things were plain enough, 
yet had the Diftenters no Relief (for the Decla­
rations of Indulgence, were only fcandalous At­
tempts to fet up Arbitrary Power, and f as fuch, 
detefied by all good Men, Diffenters as well asChurcb- 
Menf) till King William came to reicue us all from 

B Popifh

* The Account of the Matter, pubJifli’d by Order of the 
Lords, in 1702, 33, 34.

+ Debates in 1680. 6. Dr. Calamfs Abridgment, 599. 
Alderman Love, a n ted Dijfcntcr, argr.cd in the Hofic for P.;· 
calling that whish ijftud in 167
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Popifli Power and Influence; to undo what the 
Brothers had been Thirty Years attempting by 
all manner of extraordinary Methods, and parti­
cularly by the Penal Laws: At that Time of com­
mon Joy, the cXi? of Toleration pafs’d, by which 
they are protected in their peaceable Diflent from 
thelnfults of the Rabble and the Fury of the Law. 
But as the Averfion toward ’em, was too deeply 
rooted in the Minds of the Populace (for the 
Court and the Clergy had been Blackening 'em' 
for near Thirty Years) their Deliverance was no.t 
compleated in his Reign : The Corporation andTe^ 
^Lits, notwithftanding the King recommended to 
his Parliament the Repeal of ’em, as far as related to 
Trotefant THjfenters, ftood in Force againft ’em 
when Queen Anne came to the Throne. About 
the Beginning of her Reign, there were fome At­
tempts made by the Houfe of Commons, and 
rejected by the Lords, for palling a Bill to prevent 
Occafional Conformity,. With what particular View 
this Affair was agitated at that Time, I will not 
determine; tho’ as the Biihop of Bangor, in a 
Difcourfe then publifh’d, obl'erves, Lt was very 
much to the Satisfaction of the Papifts and Non-ju­
rors, who, ’tis confefs’d, are the ancient Enemies 
of Troteftant Diflenters: However, thefe Things 
ended in the Ruin of that Parliament and Mi- 
niftry.

But when Things were running into Confui 
Aon, when a perfidious Peace was to be made 
with the great Enemy of the Proteftant Name,· 
when the Hannover. Succession was to be fet' 
afide, and a Popifh Tretender impos’d upon us, the 
DifTenters were fo obnoxious to the thenMiniftry, 
that their own Friends thought themfelves under 
a Neceffity of forwarding the OccafionalrBifl. to 
pi event a worfe; or at leaft to take the Game out- 
ot the Treasurers Hands, which they,· fufpedfed
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he defign’d to .play. But God blafted the De" 
figns of our Enemies when they were upon the 
Point of Execution, and by a wonderful Turn of 
Providence, brought his Prefent Majesty to 
the Throne.

Whether the Diflenters will be Gainers by 
this Second Revolution, any otherwife than 
in the common Protection of the Government ; 
or whether that or any other of the Laws under 
which they fuffer will be repeal’d, I know not: 
However, I’ll endeavour to prove, That if wc re­
gard the common Principles of Policy or Juftice, 
ic will be done.

’Twas a noble Saying, which was in the 
Mouths of moft Men at His Majesty’s Accei- 
Bon, Love your Friends, do Jufiice to your Enemies $ 
and fear none but God. Upon this Principle alone, 
the general Change which was made in theAdmi- 
niftration at that Time was juftify’d. There were 
many Objections which Cowardife or Sclf-Intereft 
plight have rais’d againft it, but ’twas very right­
ly confider’d, That no Government can fubfift 
without a due Diftribution of Rewards and Pu- 
hiihments.· And in Confequence of that Principle, 
the Tories, tho’ numerous and popular, are almoft 
univerfally put out of rhe greater Places. Indeed 
one need not infift on this Inftance to fliew the 
Wifdom of Governing by Rewards and Punifti- 
ments, becaufe all Ages and Nations acknow­
ledge it the greateft Incouragement.

Our Buiinefs is, to apply this to the prefent 
Cafe, and ifit (hould appear, That the Proteftant 
Diflenters are as good Subjects as any Body of 
Men among us, it will follow, that they ought- 
in Prudence to be put, as to Civil Concerns, on a 
Level with the reft of the People.

Now if their Principles in Religious and Civil 
Matters,‘dp not only keep ’em from being Ene^

Ba " ’ mies
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mi.es to the Prefent Happy Establishment, but 
tend to make ’em the beft of Friends to it; it mutt 
be acknowledg’d, they will always be fo, unlefs 
it can be fhewn, that their Praftifcs have been, 
and are likely to be, inconfiftent with their Opi­
nions.

I Join Religious and Civil Principles, becauf^ 
they have in all People a very great Influence one 
upon another; for as Topery and Slavery always 
go together; fo ToryiCm in Church, which is 
but English Popery, conftantly on proper Occafions 
ends in Toryifm in the State ; as on the other 
Hand, Whigifm in one (which is general Liberty) 
ends in Whigifm in the other.

The grand Principle upon which Proteftants 
of all Denominations, juftify their Separation 
from the Church of Rome, is, The abfolute Suffi­
ciency of Scripture for the Condud of our Lives 
inorder to Salvation, and the Neceffity of redu­
cing every Thing in Religion. to that Standard. 
Upon this Foundation, we rejeit the Tradition 
of the Church, and deny the Infallibility the Pope 
pretends to. But tho’ this, as I faid, is the leading 
Principle of the Reformation, yet to our Shame 
be it fpoken, it is not receiv'd with all its neceffa- 
ry Confequences, by any Body of Men among 
us, befides the Diffenters. They indeed think the 
natural Confequence of that Rule is, That no 
Body of Men have an authoritative Interpretation 
of Scripture; becaufe that would be to lodge a 
Power in fallible, corrupt Man to make a new 
one; That they are to call none Ma ft er but Cbrift, and 
to look on all Chrifians, of what Degree foever, as 
Brethren only. From hence they argue, That as all 
Ecclefialtical Determinations, on whatever Rea- 
lons they were at firft fettled, are to be reie&ed, 
n not agreeable to G o n’s Word : ' So it is the in- 
dapenfible Duty of Chriftians to read the Scrip?

• *: ·' "true
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ture, and taking the beft Helps for Information 
they can get to form their own Judgments, and 
then to profefs and practice what feems to them 
moft agreeable to it. For this Reafon, as they 
preis for a further Reformation of whatever is 
amifs in the Eftablifhment, and deny all impofing 
Power in Matters of Faith or Worihip on others, 
fo they difclaim all Pretence to it for themfelves ; 
and as a Confequence of thefe Opinions, they 
proteft againft all manner of Force in Matters of 
Religion; fince that not only fuppofes the Per- 
fon that ufes it to have a Right of Judging for 
others what is Truth, but tends to introduce the 
greateft of Herefies, Hypocrify in Worihip, 
and Immorality in Life.

But tho’ they difl'ent from the Church of Eng*  
land, that they may bear the moft publick Teftf- 
mony they can, not only againft fuch Defects 
which they apprehend to be in her Doftrine, Dis­
cipline and Worihip; but againft the Impofing 
Power which fhe claims*;  yet fince they believe, 
ihe does not in all her Offices imppfe Terms of 
Communion abfolutely and in their own Nature 
finful, fome of them think, that as the Practice 
of all the Primitive Churches, in like Cafes, jufti- 
fies ’em, fo Chriftian Charity obliges ’em to teftir 
fy this their Belief; which they do, when they 
communicate occafionally with her. The Dift’en*  
ters religious Principles, in fhort are thefe :

* See the fitil Chute cf the Twentieth Article of the phurcl·., ...........

Whatever is neceflary to Salvation (ofwhich 
the Scripture alone is the Rule, and every Man the 
Judge}, all Chriftjans muft believe and pradtife; 
but as to indifferent and unefTential Things, eve­
ry One ought to have his Liberty ; they fhould bc 
left as G o d left ’em; tho’ in all Cafes we ought 
to have Charity one for another. Now
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' Now what Principles can more conduce to 
the Advancement of Truth, or of Purity of Heart 
and Life, or to the Honour of Jesus Christ, 
our foie King and Lawgiver, or indeed to the 
Peace of Society, than thefe ? Religion under 
thefe Regulations, is firf pure, then peaceable, gen­
tle and eafy to be entreated. The Crufadoes, Maf- 
facres and Inquifitions of the Romiffi Church, 
and indeed, the wbolefome Severities of others, are 
owing to a Negleft of this great Rule, That 
as Christ has given a Law to his People, and 
therefore no humane Power can add a Tittle to 
it; fo all his Subjects are to regulate themfelves 
in λ-iatters relating to his Kingdom, according 
to the beft Notions they have of the Rule.

A n d as the Religious Principles of the Diffen- 
ters are directly oppofite to Popery, in whatever 
Shape it delights to appear, fo their Civil Tenets 
■will keep ’em firm to the true Intereft of their Coun­
try, which now is the Title of King George.

They were formerly indeed reprefented as Men 
of Republican Principles and Enemies to Monar­
chy ; but let it be remember’d to their Honour, 
that it was at a Time when all People,of what de- 
mination foever, who fhew’d a more than ordi­
nary Zeal for Engliih Liberty, went under the 
fame odious Character: When the Court was ma­
king terrible advances to Popery and Arbitrary 
Power * : ’Tis no wonder Diffenters were black- 
ned, in order to excufe Severities towards them, 
which were to end in the ruin of our Excellent 
Conftitution and the Proteftant Religion : When 
our Affairs were under the Direction of a profefs’d 
^aP‘f i, feafond with the Maxims of France, the 

’· ‘ · Diffenters, 

the ri th\Dc?n s of the Comm°ns in 1680. — and 
the Growth of Popery in E^d. L —* ί

T Duke of nrL
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Ibiflenters, indeed, had the Honour to be diflin- 
guiih’d by the Rage and Malice of the Time. But 
if their Principles be attended to, it will appear, 
that they are Enemies to no Monarchy, but a 
French or aTurkifh one, either of which is as incon- 
fiftent with ours, as Light is contrary to Darknefs.

They believe that all limited Powers muft 
in. the Nature of the Thing be under a Truft ; 
that the Liberties of the People are part of our 
Conftitution, and confequently as Sacred as 
the Prerogative of the Prince; and that Cafes 
may happen in which Subjects have a Right to 
defend their Priviledges againft the Incroach- 
ments of their Princes: They believe the Cafe at 
the Revolution was fuch an one, and therefore 
heartily joyn'd in their feveral Stations in that 
Glorious Work; and have always flood for the 
Government eftabliih’d at that time.

And as they think a King in the wrong Ex- 
ercife of Power may forfeit his Right to the 
Peoples Allegiance ; fo are they fatisfy’d, that 
the Supreme Power of the Kingdom which here 
is King, Lords and Commons, may for proper 
Reafons fettle the Succcflion without Regard to 
Proximity of Blood, upon which Foot they 
were true to the Succeffion as limited to his 
Majesty’s Family before it took Place; and 
fince his Acceffion have flood firm to his Intcreft 
under all the Difcouragements, of legal Incapaci­
ties, and popular Hatred.

’T i s fuflicient juft to have mention’d thefe 
Things, becaufe their worft Enemies never 
charg’d ’em with want of Zeal here. No, Did 
not a Mob raifed to intimidate a Parliament, 
which was bringing a Clergyman to Juftice,for 
oppofing thefe Principles,demolifh their Meeting- 
Houfes ? Did not another, which was to open a 

Rebelior?
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Rebellion againft his M a j e s t y, begin with, the 
fame Work ? fo that it will not admit of the leaft 
Doubt whether rZ^r Leaders thought ’em 
Friends or Foes to their Caufe.

And as they are good Proteftants, as well as 
good Englifhrrien, fo are they zealoufly, con- 
ftantly and univerfally fuch. We have the Ex­
perience of above Fifty Years to confirm us in 
this Opinion of ’em : ’Tis plain that nothing can 
keep a Body of Men in one Way for any confi- 
derableTime, butlntereftor Principle. Let us con- 
fider then, Whether before the Revolution, at 
leaft, their Intereft lay this Way. The Brothers, 
as I faid before, were bothPapifts and fond of Arbi­
trary Power,fo that the only Courfe to have gain’d 
their Favour, was to have run into the Notion 
ihat moil favour’d the Meafures they were taking. 
It would have been eafy for ’em to have cry’d 
up the divine Right and irrefiftible Authority 
of Kings, with the indefeafible Right of Suc- 
ceffion in the next Heir, (as the Bifhops and 
Clergy of the Church generally did) if they 
had believ’d thofe Doctrines, or could have fa- 
crific’d their Confciences to their Intereft. And 
if they had done fo, can we imagine they would 
have fuffer’d the Hardships they did, meerly for 
diffenting from a Proteftant Church, from a 
Church which was to have been deftroy’d too 
in its Torn ? Nay, (b zealous were they for Englifs 
Liberty, fo jealous of Encroachments of Prerogative, 
that they declar'd their Detection of an Indulgence 
granted in 1672 * to themfelves, becauje it tended to 
introduce Arbitrary Power,

* Debates in p. 6.

B u τ if thefe Things are no Evidences of their 
Zeal and Conftancy in the true Intereft of their 
Country and the Proteftant Religion ; yet I hope 

the



the Teftimony of Parliaments and Biihops, no 
way prejudiced in their Favour, are fufficicnc 
Proofs of it. Not to repeat the Rcfolutiuns of 
Parliament I have already mention’d,· The Bi- 
fhops in their Petition to King James II. on 
their Refufal to publiih his Declarations of Indul­
gence, fay, that it does not proceed from any want of 
due Tendernefs to Diflenters, in relation to whom they 
are willing to come to fuch a Temper as fiall be Thought 
fit, when that Matter fttall be conpder d in Parlia­
ment. At the fame Time the Archbiihop of Can­
terbury recommended it to his Biihops and Clergy, 
* That above all things, they have a very tender regard 
to Proteftant Diflenters j perfuading ’em to a full Compli­
ance with our Church, or at leaft, that whereto we 
HAVE ALREADY Attain’d, WE MAY ALL WALK BY 
the same Rule, and mind the same Things. 
And laftly, That they would exhort ’em to join with 
us in daily and fervent Prayer to the God of Peace, for 
an univerfal blefled Union of all Reformed Churches 
both at Home and Abroad, againft our common Enemy ; 
and that they who conf (ft the holy Name of our dear 
Lord, and do agree in the Truth of His Holy 
Word, MAY ALSO MEET IN ONE HOLY COMMUNION 
AND LIVE IN UNITY AND PERFECT LoVE.The Ηθ1ψϊ 
of Lords in their Conference with the Commons on 
the Gccafional-Till, 1702, declares, 3 hat the tuft 
confiderable Perfons among the Diflenters are well affect­
ed to the prefent Confutation, and are hearty Enemies 
to the .Queen and Kingdom's Enemies γ. And, That 
theDiflenters in the la ft and greateft Danger the Church 
was expos’d to, joyn’d with her with all imaginable

C Zeal

* Articles recommended by the Archbiihop of Canitr- 
bury, to all the Biihops within his Mecropolicical Jurifdi&i- 
on, July 16, 168S.

+ pa£. 27.
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Zealand Sincerity, againfi the Papifts, their common 
Enemies; [hewing no Trejudice to the Church, but the 
utmofi Rcfpecl to the Bifiops when fent to the Tower ; 
and ever fince they have continu'd to [hew all the Signs 
of Friendfiup and Submifiion to the Government of Church 
and State *.

* Ibid. peg, zy.
t See the Pioteft,

The Protefting Lords againft the Schifm-Bill, 
fay, f That ’tis the Interefi of the main Body of Dif­
fenters to fupport the Eftablifii'd Church againfi any 
other Seii that fiiall attempt to defiroy it: And ipeak-

• ing of the Danger with which the Nation was 
then threaten’d, Againfi which, they add, theFro- 
tefiant Difienters have join'd, and are fill ready to join 
with us in our Defence. And a little further, It is 
not pretended, the Bill is defign d as a Punishment of 
any Crime of which the Difienters have been guilty 
againft tae Civil Government, or that they are difaffe- 
ited to the Froteftant Sttcceffion, as by Law efiablifred \ 
For in This their Zeal is very conspicuous.

, Now, if the Difienters walk by the fame Rule, 
mind the fame Things, and agree in the Truths of 
God’s Word with the Church,· if they have been 
always ready to join with her in the Day of her 
Diftrefs; if their Zeal for the Hanover Succefion 
when it was moft in Danger, was confpicuous; 
it muft be own’d, that they are good Pro- 
teftants, and good Subjeds, and that they have 
been conftantly fo.

And as they have always purfu’d the Interefi 
of their Country, ib have they univerfally done 
it; which indeed can’t be faid of any other Party 
among us. Look among the Affertors of indefea- ‘ 
fible, hereditary Right, Are there any Diflenters 
of that Clafs ? Was there one of that Denomina­

tion
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lion in the laft Rebellion ? Nay, did they not all 
ail in their feveral Stations againft it? Have they 
one Malecontent at this Time ? Indeed we know 
fome Gentlemen who had their Education among 
’em, who would have betray’d their Country to 
Popery and Slavery; but they firft left their old 
Friends, and then to ihew the Truth oftheir Con- 
verfion, went to the greateft Diftance from ’em : 
Nor could the Diffenters be brought by Threats or 
Promifes to join with ’em in their pernicious De- 
figns, or fo much as to prefent one Addrefs during 
their Adminiftration ; as too many did out of a 
pretended Concern for the Church, which I dare 
fay never gave their Leaders one uneafy Mo­
ment.

And how I have mention’d the Church, let 
me add, That as the Diffenters have no Principles 
or Interefi: to divert ’em from the Service of their 
Country; fo we may be fure that what has once 
or twice put the reft of the People under a wrong 
Byaft, will never affecb them, which is, The 
Cry of the Church’s Danger. We remember 
about the Time the late Queen firft employ’d the 
Whigs, there was a great Out-cry for the Church : 
The Mcmorialip, and all the Party improv’d the 
Notion of her Danger, in order to Blacken the 
New Miniftry ; and tho’ the Queen, Lords and 
Commons, declar’d fhe was then in a fafe Con­
dition ,· yet the Parfons happening to have rhe 
greater Authority with the People, they would 
not think her fo, till Sacheverell’s Mobs had gutr 
ted half a Dozen Meeting Houfes, and frighten’d 
the Houfe of Commons to make Way for a Tory 
Miniftry and Parliament. And then all was well, 
and would have continu’d fo, if Elis Majesty had 
not come to the Throne.

But upon the Revolution, the Fit return’d, 
and promis’d Tapifis (fo tender are they grown

P 3 pf 
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of the Church? join’d with ftaunch Churchmen 
in the Cry, till the Mob were prepar’d for the 
late Rebellion. Now, tho’ we found to our Colt, 
that there is this Witchcraft in the very Name 
of the Church ; yet we may fatisfy ourfelves it 
will never afledt the Diflenters. They are in­
deed Friends to the Church of England, as the is a 
great Branch of the Reformation, and has had 
ibme of the brighteft Ornaments of that Caufe in 
her Communion, and therefore have been always 
ready to affifther when ihe has been in real Dan­
ger * 5 but they know when fome Men pre­
tend to a more than ordinary Concern for her, 
they mean Nothing but an Adminiftration at 
Court to their own Minds, or the Power of the 
Clergy ; and therefore will never be milled by 
any Noife they fliall make about her. So that 
they muft be as well difpos’d to ferve their King 
and Country as thofe who live in conftant Com­
munion with the Church ; and therefore may one 
Time or other, (whatever Humour they are in at 
prefent) think her in Danger, when Meafures are 
only raking either to vindicate the King’s Honour, 
or otherwife to provide for the Publick Safety.

I D o n’t know but it may be faid, by iome,' 
that indeed the Diflenters are hearty Friends to 
the prefent Government, and have always adted 
liandfomely with Regard to the Intercfl of the 
Kingdom, but yet there is no great Neceflity of 
doing any Thing in their Favour, feeing they are 
an inconfiderable Body of Men and can do us no 
great Service; nor can they, if they would, any 
ways hurt us·

To thefe Men I would fay, Is the Govern- 
nient fo Strong that it may Negledt the good 
inclinations of any Body of Men, be they never 

fo
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fo inconfiderable ? Have we not made our Par­
liaments Septennial in Order to Strenghthcn our 
felves ? Are we under a Neceffity of keeping up 
a {landing Army [for nothing but that willjuftify 
it) and fliall we deprive our felves of any man­
ner of Afliftance ? I dare fay there is not a Man 
in England who had not rather be Govern’d by 
the Civil then the Militrary Power; and if fo, per­
haps, when the Numbers of Dillenters are confide- 
red, their Influence in Eleftions of Parliament- 
Men, the Figure they make in the Body of good 
Subjects, or laftly, if the Number of good Subjefts 
in Proportion to the difaffefted be regarded, they 
will not appear fo inconfiderable as they have 
been reprefented.

I Will not take upon me to give an Account of 
their Numbers, but I think one may fay that ex­
cluding the loweft and worft Part of the People, 
who are of nomanner ofConfequence to any Par­
ty, they are a very confiderable Body of Men.But as 
the Importance of no Party is to be meafur’d from 
its Numbers barely, but from the Influence it has 
on the Publick ; And as the Choice of Members 
of Parliament, with a due Adminiftration of Ju- 
flice, are of the utmoft Confequence to us; 
let us fee how the Diflenters are concern’d here. .

A s for Eleftions, tho’ they have but a fmaller 
Part of the Gentry among ’em, yet a very great 
Number of ’em have Freeholds, which give ’em 
a Right of Voting for the Knights of the feveral 
Shires v/here their Freeholds lie; upon this Foot 
they are a Body of A4en not to be defpifed. Bur 
I think their greatell Strength, ponfidering ’em 
with Regard to the Body of the People (for we’ll, 
confider ’em with Refpeft to the Whigs prefcntly) 
lyes in thofe Cities and Towns where the Electi­
ons are in a popular Way ; the greateft Part of 
the Trade of the Kingdom is carry’d on in thefe

Places,
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Places, fo that any Body of Men muft have an 
Influence here in Proportion to the ihare they 
have of Trade; and then, tho’ it fhould be 
granted that the Diflenters have not the Majority 
of the Inhabitants, yet if they have the greateft 
Share of the Trade, as ’tis generally Thought 
they have, it muft be own’d that their Intereft, 
if properly exerted, is greater than that of any 
other Body of Men amongft us. Now tho’ this 
relates jn a more particular manner to popular 
Citys and Boroughs, yet it deferves fome Con- 
fideration with Regard to thofe Places where the 
Eleftions are in a Corporate Way; for tho’ I as 
a Diftenter cannot Vore in my own Perfon, yet 
if in the Way of my Trade or otherwife, I In­
fluence any Number of Men that do, I have 
to all Intents and Purpofes that Number of 
Votes.

But let us confider how the Diflenters ftand 
with Refpeft to the Body of the Whigs, and 
how the Party rifes in Proportion to the Tories. 
This I thjnk is the true Way of judging of their 
Importance, for the Queftion between us is not, 
who are Churchmen and who Diffenters, but 
who is for irrefiftible Power in our Princes, and 
the indefeafible Right of Succeflion in the next 
of Blood, or in other Words, who is for his Ma- 
3Esty and the Succeflion fettl’d by Law on the 
Proteftant Branches of his Houfe, or for the 
line of popifh Princes in the hereditary Defcent. f 
For thofe that are for irrefiftible Power of Kings 
and indefeafible hereditary Right, if they aft up­
on Principle, muft be falfe to the King, and if 
they do not, one can’t eafily truft ’em in other 
Reipefts. But we fee their Principle fticks by 
cm, this ledjem to oppofe the Settlement of the 
Crown on King William, and to Clog the Wheels 
of the Government during his Reign. ’Twas this 

faypurjte
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favourite Principle that govern’d ’em when they 
oppofed the entail of the Crown on the Houfe 
of Hanowr, fo that the previous Queftion was 
carry’d in the Houfe of Commons by a fingle 
Vote: And with a View to the Right Line as 
they call’d it, they went into all the deftruttive 
M'eafures of the late Mmiftry, threw Contempt 
on his Majesty in the Queen’s Time, and 
upon her Death, fill’d the World with fenfelefs 
Calumny’s of him and the Royal family ; and at 
laft either appear’d in open Rebellion againft him, 
or in the midft of it ihew’d a moft furprizing cold- 
nefs and indifference about the Event. Thefe 
Things, with the prefent Difaffedlion that Reigns 
fo generally among ’em, muft convince any Man 
they are not fit to be trufted with Power: And 
confequently that our only Strength lyes among 
the Whigs, in which Body I here include the 
Diflenters, becaufe in Civil concerns they have 
always aAed together.

Now viewing the Diftenters in this Light, I 
will be bold to fay, that their Intereft is of as 
great Weight, as that of the Members of the 
Church. I believe indeed that the Low Church­
men may in fome Places have the Majority ; but 
what I aim at is, they have not fuch a Majority, 
as would carry their Point, without the Aififtance 
of the Diflenters: Let any Whig Gentleman who 
met with Oppofition, look over his own Poll, and 
fay, whether he carry’d his Eledion by a Ma- 
jority comparable to the Number of Diffenting 
Votes he had; and if not, as I believe, few, if 
any, will find they did, he muft acknowledge 
that without thofe Diflenting Votes, he muft have 
fail’d. This I fancy will hold in County-Electi­
ons, but much more ftrongly in Cities and Tra­
ding Towns, in fome of which I know they are 
a great Majority of die Whigs, and I am apt to be­

lieve
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Heve in few Places lefs than one half. And are 
they then of no Confequence to us ? Are they 
our (landing Force againft Topery and Slavery ? 
Have they been fo under all Difcouragements, 
and againft all Temptations ? And (hall They only 
have reaion to Complain in a Time of common 
Joy? . :

But perhaps it may be faid, Towhat purpole 
are we put in mind of the Zeal or Strength of 
the Diffenters ? We grant it, but at the fame time 
don’t doubt but we (hall always have their Votes ; 
Their Intereft is too firmly link’d with ours for 
’em to defert us.

Will you therefore ufe ’em ill, becaufe they 
are your Brethren, and engag’d in the fame Cauie 
with you? Is nothing due to Juftice orGratitude? 
But to come direftly to the Objeftion: I hope 
they will never defert you, and while they fee 
the Intereft of your Country is involv’d with 
yours; I dare promife for’em they will not: But 
if they (hould ever be tempted to believe, that the 
Fate of their Country is not concern’d in the 
Quarrels between the Men in Power, and thofe 
that are out, the Confequnce is too plain to be 
now infilled on: For tho’ the whole Body of 
’em (hould not defert the Whiggifh Intereft, as the 
wifeft of ’em will not, yet if they fhould ever 
come to be divided about it, fuch a Divifion may 
prove as fatal as a total Defertion. Efpecially 
confidering, that thofe who do not defert, can’t 
be fuppofed to aft with their ufual Spirit and Vi­
gour, if they apprehend themfelves ill-treated.

Thus far we have confider’d the Influence the 
Diffenters have, even in the low Eftate they are, 
upon our publick Affairs, particularly onElefti- 

as.an Argument for the eafing them of the 
Hard (nips they fuffer. Let us now fee what they 
will have, if admitted to publick Offices,

If
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, If any One confiders the Power the Lav/ has 
lodg’d in Sheriffs, Juftices of the Peace, the head 
Officers of Cities and Corporations, and in the 
Officers of the Militia, he muft acknowledge ’tis 
of the utmoft Confequence to have thefe Trufts in 
good Hands. The Law has given them an Oppor­
tunity of Suppreffing all private Cabals, as well 
as publick Intuits on the Government. But unhap­
py for England, either thro’ want of Courage or 
Zeal for the publick Service, too many of ’em 
have fat ftill, while our Enemies have been attem­
pting our Ruin. His Majesty was affronted in 
many of the moft confiderablc Towns in the King­
dom on the very Day of his Coronation by hir’d 
Mobs j his Name has been treated with Contempt 
by the Dregs of the People ; his peaceable Sub­
jects have been infulted in their Perfons and Ha­
bitations : Nay, it has been dangerous to exprefs 
the leaft Degree of Zeal for Him ; while many of 
thefe Officers, whofe Bufinefs it was, (and who 
certainly knew their own Power) to have put a' 
Stop to fuch Proceedings, with it furpri'zing Indif­
ference, not to fay worfe, look’d on, and feem’d 
rather to abet, than difeourage our Enemies, till 
at length they appear’d in open Rebellion. To 
give one Inftanceof many that might be produc’d;' 
The firft confiderable Riot, which led the Way to 
thofe in the Northern Counties, and ufner’d in 
the Rebellion, was committed at Oxford: Nov/ 
One would think it impoflible, but that all, or 
moft of the Perfons concern’d in a Tumult, in fo 
fmall a Town, and which lafted for Three Days, 
fhould have been difeover’d and brought to Juftice;· 
and yet not one,that I hear of, fufter’d on that Ac­
count: Nay, the Convocation after a Week’s De­
liberation,and indeed after a Lift of the Rioters had 
been'laid before the Vicechancellor, declares,That

D divers'
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* divers Verfons to them unknown, had been guilty 
of great Difturbances; and. in order to deter 
others from Pradifes of the like Nature, (which, 
by the way, were in that Cafe High-Treafon) 
and to teftify their own Abhorrence of ’em, tell 
the World, That whoever fliall offend in like Na­
ture, ihall be puniih’d with the utmoft Severity, 
and even cxpell’d the University I-----  They had bet­
ter have faid, They fliall ftand two Hours in the 
Pig-Market in a frofty Morning.

This, with the Conduct of other Peace Offi­
cers, (hews the Neceffity of putting the Power in 
the Hands of Perfons better affected ; which T 
believe can’t be done without qualifying the Dif­
fenters. I do not take upon me to fay, That they 
are the only Friends the King has; but what I all 
along aim at is, That the Low-Churchmen are fo 
Few in Comparifon of the Diflaffeded, that that 
Intereft alone can’t ferve Him.

A s for the Corporations, the late Miniftry left 
Nothing unattempted to bring ’em into their 
Intereft : Scire facias’s iffu’d againft Charters, 
Informations in Nature of ^uo JVarranto’s, and 
Mandamus's went againft particular Members; in 
many of thefe they fucceeded, and as to molt of 
’em, by bringing the Church into the Quarrel, 
they rais’d a Spirit among the Common People, 
which generally ended in Toryiim. But Nothing 
did their Work fo effedually as the Occafimal-^s· 
by which Diffenters (who always Voted with the 
Whigs) were excluded, and Tories generally came 
into their Places. This, 1 fay, was the Cafe 
of many Corporations in the Kingdom ,· but of 
none fo vifibly as of the City of London, by the

Exclufion

See their Pro^mviwo, publiih’d about that Time in the' 
N ews-Faptrs.
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Exclufion of Diffenters from the Magiftracy ; fo 
that I’m inform’d,’tis impoffible to get a good Com­
mon-Council, as the Law now {lands; If 1 am un­
der a Miftake here,thofe Gentlemen who have fol- 
licited the Elections thefe two Years paft, can eafi- 
ly fet me right. And one may eafily judge, how 
the Court of Aidermen would have been affe&ed 
by that Law, if Sir Thomas dbmy and Sir John 
Fryer had not, out of an honeft Zeal to ferve 
their Country (for they could have no Intereft 
of their own to ferve by it) kept their Places, 
tho’ with no fmall Uneafinefs to their Minds 
Since it has, notwlthftandlng, been a meafuring 
Cait between the two Parties for thefe feveral 
Years. Now if we confider that the Bulk of the 
People live in Cities and Towns, and that moil 
of ’em are govern’d by Head-Officers and Ju- 
flices of the Peace of their own j and what a 
Share the Court of Aidermen and Common- 
Council have, in the Government of the City of 
London, (which of itfelf gives a great Turn to the 
Affairs of the Nation) and efpecially that many 
Places, fend Members to Parliament in a Cor­
porate Way ; it muft be acknowledg’d that the 
Management of the Corporations alone is fuffici- 
ent to turn the Scale ' in Favour of that Side 
which has it.

And of what Confequence the Corporations 
are, will farther appear from the Conduit of the 
Leading Men at the Reftoration ; when tho’ the 
the King came in with the Appearance, at leaft, 
of an univerfal Confent, yet he was-not thought 
fafe on the Throne till the Corporations were 
garbl’d to the Humour of the Court ,· and fo fen- 
fible were they that the bare Exclufion of Diflen- 
ters would fet thofe Places right, as the Phraie 
was, that tho’ an Objection, like what we may 
perhaps hear at this Time, might have been then

Λ D z made.
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made, namely, That it tended to create a Cla­
mour, and to revive the old Uneafinefs; yet I fay, 
the King was not thought lecure without the 

and accordingly it was pafs’d in 
about a Twelvemonth, with little Oppofition.

-------Fas eft wcl ab bofte doceri.

And was that King made eafy by the Ex- 
cluiion of Diftenters' Confider then, what 
Pefigns were carrying on thro’ that Reign, 
which the Diffenters were likely to oppofe, 
and it will follow , That whatever Reafons 
were given then for Difabling them, are now 
is as itrong for the taking off thofe Difa- 
bilities. This Difference arifes from the diffe­
rent Views that Court had from the Prefent: ’Tis 
His Majesty’s Glory, and our Happinefs, That i 
as He is the Head of the Proteftant Intereft in the 
World, and not difpos’d to invade our Civil or 
Religious Rights ; fo He will protect us from the 
Infults of any Foreign Power, and effectually 
hold the Balance of Europe. But as thefe Mea- 
fures cannot be plirfu’d with Succefs, without the 
ready Concurrence of his Peoplej it is as much 
for His Intereft to ftrengthen the Proteftant 
Caufe among His Subjefis, by uniting them all in 
Intereft and Affedion, as it was for the Brothers 
to weaken ’em by Divifions : The Diftenters will 
be ferviceable to Him in promoting the Caufe of 
Religion and Liberty, as much, and in the ve­
ry fame Proportion, as They would'have obftrud- 
ed Them in the Ruin of both.·

As to the Officers of the Peace and Lieutenan­
cy's and the Sheriffs of the Counties j I think ’tis 
plain, That without Diftenters, even their Places 
cannot be well fill’d,
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Fir/I, Because feveral known Diftenters have 

been lately nam’d for Sheriffs : which certainly 
would not have been; if Churchmen as well qua­
lified could have been found ; becaufe it was for­
cing an Office upon ’em, under an high Fine, 
which they could not execute, without either 
leaving that Way of Worfhip, they think moil 
agreeable to the Will of God, or incurring the 
Penalty of the Te(l-AcK

Secondly, Because Abundance of Tories are 
Bill in the Commiffions of Peace and Lieutenan­
cy, which can arife from no other but One of 
thefe Two Reafons, either, That the Miniftry [ 
are willing to leave the Power in their Hands; I 
which no Body that fees with what Zeal they { 
have afted for His Majesty’s Intereft, will fay.; 
Or, That they can’t fill up the Commiffions with- | 
out ’em.

I Have inftanc’d in thefe Officers, becaufe, 
as I faid, the Publick Peace, cannot be wejl 
maintain’d without ’em; and generally what­
ever can be done in the legal, ordinary Way to 
make his Majesty’s Government eafy to himfelf, 
or happy to his People is their Bufinefs: But every 
Body muft acknowledge, that thefe Men, befidCs 
the Authority their Commiffions give ’em, have 
a very great Influence on.the reft of Mankind : 
This is indeed ;an Advantage, which all, who 
enjoy Places of Power or Profit have, in Com­
mon with ’em, and therefore may deferve a little 
to be confider’d· with Regard to the Difpofal of 
other Preferments; fince the meaneft Servant the 
King has, is by Means of his Office alone, the 
better enabled to ferve of injure the Government, 
according as his Inclinations prompt him. 
Take but a common Excife-Man in a Country 
Town, ’tis Ten to One bur heis-the Top of his 

any for Learning, and muft bc familial' at
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-11 the Publick Houfes in his Divifion; and is it, 
' think you, a difficult Matter for this Man to fet a 
necefl cry Lye a going, to infinuate Jealoufies into 
ignorant People,or upon Occafion charge his Ma- 
jefty Home with want of Title or Mal-admini- 
iiration ? The laft Miniftry thought it worth their 
while to Plant a brisk Fellow or two in every 
Town in the Kingdom,who ihpuld be ready upon 
all Occasions to juftify their Conduit or Harangue 
againft their Adversaries: Nor were they Miita- 
ken in their Choice, for I believe one may ven­
ture to fay, that excepting the Parfons, no Body 
of Men have contributed fo mtich to thefpreading 
the prefent Difaffe&ion over the Kingdom, efpe- 
cially among the Mob, as the Under Officers of 
the Revenue.

There is another Argument may be us’d to 
my purpofe, which I think, very nearly concerns 
the Whigs, that if they neglect any Opportunity 
of giving eaieto the Diffenters, they forfeit their 
Character as Afferrors of Publick Liberty; and 
if fo, they will do well to confi Jer whether’cis 
poffible for any Body of Men to preferve their Re­
putation with the more confiderate Part of the 
World, if their Adions are incorififtent with their 

• avow’d Principles.
I Think a great Diftimftion between our Par­

ties has been, that as One in Queftions of a Civil 
Nature have been for refolving all into the Will of 
the Prince, and in fpiritual Matters into the Judg­
ment of the Church, or ar leaft of rhe Magiftrate ; 
the Other have aflerted the Liberty of the Subject 
in both Refpeds, and Confequently have op- 
pps d any Laws that fo much as tend to opprels 
him in either. If I have given a wrong Account of 
the Whiggifh Principles, they will readily pardon 
me; becaule all Men are fond enough of being 
■-bought the greaceft Friends to Mankind. Bur 
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how can any Man claim that Charafter, who is, 
content to fee any of his Fellow Subjects depriv’d 
of their Birthrights ? The Whigs, I’m fure, will 
not confefs, that it was not a Benevolence to 
others, or a Concern for the Rights of Mankind,· 
which engag’d ’em in that Caufe, but only a Com- 
petionfor Preferments, or that they have declaim­
ed half an Age on the Topick of Liberty, with the 
View of getting into warm Places only; for if they 
fhould, they cannot Hope to maintain their Cre­
dit with thofe Men, who join’d ’em upon thofe 
Principles alone, which in fuch Cafe, they will 
be thought to defert. There never was a Party 
who have acfted againft their Character, which 
has not fooner or later come to ruin j becauie it 
not only in fome Meafure juftifies the oppofite 
Party, but neceflarily alarms their Friends. Arch- 
biihop Tillotfon fomewhere fays, that the Doftrine 
of Tranfubftantiation, being a plain Contradic­
tion to the common Senfe of Mankind, is a Mill- 
ftone about the neck of Popery, which will fome 
Time or other fink it 5 and it is as true, chat a 
Tory Conduit under a Whiggifli Character,which 
is as great an Abfurdity, will infallibly ruin thofe 
who are fo weak as to fall into it: For if People 
ever come to find that you are not the Patriots 
they took you for, they will as readily leave you, 
and indeed by the very fame Principles, upon 
which they at firft join’d you.

The Whigs have always been fenfible of this, 
Which appears not only from the Votes and Re- 
iblutions pafs’d from Time co Time in both Houles' 
of Parliament, which I have mention’d before,· 
but from feveral Attempts they made for the relief 
of Diffenters, and their oppofing the Occafional- 
Bill in 1702, and .the lace Sclaifm ΑΛ j fo that the 
prefent Generation may fee, that if they will 
Act confident with the Chara&er on which they 
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fubiift or agreeable to the Conduit of their An- 
ceftori it upon ’em to eafe the Diffenters 
whenever ’tis in their Power. .

I Have now done with my firit Point, that 
in Policy the Diffenters ought to be eas’d, which 
in fhort is this, That fince they are heartily in 
his Majefty’s Intereft, and a very confiderable 
Part of his Strength, they ought to be put into a 
Capacity to ferve him, if his Intereft be regarded ; 
and if the Whiggifh Intereft be confider’d, they 
ought, becaufeotherwife they maybe tempted to 
defert it, in which Cafe itmuft fall; or tho’ they 
fhould ftand firm, yet it will not be poffible to fup- 
port it, if the Whigs aft fo inconfiftently with 
their Charafter and the Conduft of their An- 
ceftors, as the Neglefting this Opportunity wilt 
prove.

IC ο μ e now to my Second Point, That in 
common Juftice it ought to be done.

And here after what has been faid of the Prin­
ciples and Behaviour of the Diffenters, and par­
ticularly of their Attachment to his Majefty’s In­
tereft ; One would hope it fhould be thought no 
great Prefumption to conclude, that in civil Re- 
fpefts they ought to be put upon a Level with the 
reft of his good Subjefts: But becaufe I know this1 
Point has been difputed, I will as briefly as poffi- 
Ble, fet down a few of the many Reafons for it, 
which may be drawn from the Principles of com­
mon Juftrce.

I Believe it will be acknowledg’d on alt 
Hands, that the difabilitres the Diffenters at prefent 
lie under are founded on a Religious Difpute, -uizsi; 
■whether they ought at all Times, and in all Re- 

fpetts, to comply with the Eftablilh’d Church. 
A-et it then be confider’d, whether the Prerogative 
or God and His Empire over Confcience, are not 
hereby infring’d, We are told in Scripture, That

Goo
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God is -a Spirit, and that thofe who Worfdp hit» 
muft do it in Spirit and Truth: In other places, 
we are forbid to call any .one Mafler but Cbrif, and 
caption’d not.to Judge our Brethren, pace to their own 
Mapertkey fiand or.fall. This Gantion is inforc’d 
upon us from the Confideration of that unerring 
Judgment which the great Searcher of Hearts will 
exercife , in the laft Day : For wefiallall ftand be­
fore th^ Judgment Seat of Chrift, and there receive ac­
cording to the things done in the Body. It follows, 
that whoever puniihes another for Matters pure­
ly of a Religious Nature, as our Cafe is, either 
does it for that which God requires of all that 
come to him, Namely, for Worihipping in Spi­
rit and Truth, or in other Words, in that way 
which he thinks moft agreeable to his Maker’s 
Will, or elfe takes upon him to Judge of- the 
Sincerity of his Heart, and anticipate the Judg­
ment of the laft Day : In both which. Cafes he. 
ufurp’s u.pon the Prerogative of God,; and does 
difhonour to him ; In the firft, by mif-ufing his 
peculiar Favorites, and beft Subjects; in the fe- 
cond, by claiming a Power which God has re- 
ferv’d to himfelf j for he alone is the Searcher of the 
Heart, and the Tryer of the Reins of the Children of 
Men.
e Be si des, ’tis Self-evident, that th? God, of. 

Truth mufl hate every falfe way, and that an Hypo­
crite is an tydbamination to him. Now, whataByais 
dp we lay upon Men’s minds in their Search after 
Truth5by this tacking ofTemporal Advantages tp 
the Profeffion of a Set of favourite Notions in 
Religion^ or to theufe of. fuch Qr fuch Modes of. 
Worihip ? Is it likely that People wilf examine, 
impartially, at leaftthat they willeafily be Brought 
to profefs and praclife agreeable to the Evidence 
they have, to the certain lofs of their Temporal, 
Intereft? How few are there, thatwill think as 
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all when perhaps they muft either think themfelves 
out of good Places,or do Violence to their Conici- 
ences in order to keep ’em ? Upon which Account 
all Reftraints of the Nature of thofe we are con­
sidering, tend either to introduce Ignorance or Im­
morality. . . .

A n d as the Honour of God is concern d in this 
Matter, fo are the Rights of the Diifenters as fel­
low Subjects. The firft Principle of Juftice,1 and 
what we are told comprehends the whole Law, is, 
that We βιοΜ do to otherj, as we would have them do 
to us. I chufe to put the Argument this way, be­
caufe, I think the moft natural eafy Rule of Ex­
amining the Equity of any Proceeding towards o- 
thers, is to put our felves in the Circumftance we 
fee them in ,· And whoever upon an impartial Ex­
amination of his own Heart, finds he fliould be 
tempted to refent any Sort of Treatment from o- 
thers, is felf condemn’d, if he gives it to them 

| when it is in his power : Now fince ’tis Evident, 
| that all Parties have exclaim’d againft ufing Force 

in Religion, when it has been their turn to Suffer 
under it; it follows, that fuch Conduft ought 
to be abhor’d on all Sides, and under all Circum- 
ftances.

Besides, the laying any manner of Civil In­
capacity on others upon a Religious Account, is 
unjuftifiable from thisReafon, That it is a Matter 
quite out of the Compafs of Civil Power ; which 
arifes from the Confent of the People devolving 
the right of felf Defence, which every one in the 
State of Nature had, upon the Magiftrate, and is 
to be exercis'd only to the general Good : fo that 
the Magiftrate cannot exercife any Power which 
private Perfons in a State of Nature could not. 
And fince no Man in that State had any fort of 

™ rL-Ce t0 f°rce h’s Motions of God, or Way of 
■ orfhip on others, the Magiftrate having no more । 

than |
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than the Collective Force of the Individuals,cannot 
ufe Force to Eftabliih his own Religion., or that of 
the Majority of the Society.

This willbe further Evident, if we confider that, 
no Man, when he enter’d into Society, can be 
fuppos’d to doit on any other View than to fecure 
himfelf in the PoiTeflion of fome valuable Privi- 
ledges or other; from whence it unavoidably fol­
lows, that he never parted with that of providing 
in the beft manner he could for the Salvation of 
his Soul, or, which is the fame thing, of Worftiip- 
ing God in that way he thinks moft likely to pleafe 
him; becaufe thatisthe moft important Right any 
Man has, and in comparifon of which, all others 
are meet trifles, as the concerns of 40 or 50 
Years (even fuppoiing thofe could be fecur’d with- 
out the Favour of God) are inferiour to thofe of 
Eternity.

I A m fenfible there are abundance of Reafons 
againft ufing Force in Religion,befides thofe I have 
mention’d,but I purpofely pafs ’em over ; not only 
becaufe the Argument has been manag’d by others, 
with|(f) greater advantage ; but becaufeit may 
be pretended that thefe things make nothing to 
my Purpofe, the Incapacity I am fpeaking of not 
being in the nature of Punifhment; but only pru­
dent Caution, which all States will exercife, that 
Perfons who by their Principles are dangerous to 
the Publick, fhould not be trufted with Power. J 
will endeavour therefore to ihew that thofe Re­
ftraints are in the nature of Punifhments, and that 
the publick Safety does not require’em.

(f) Leet’s Letters of Toleration : The Layman’s Letter 
to the Bifliop of----- ---- on the Scbifm-BiH : The Power 
of the Mag ftrate in Religion ;----- - Rights of the Pro- 
teftant Diffenters: Part I.
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Τ Η Ε Notion I have of Puniihment is, the de­

priving a Man of fome Advantage, to · which by 
the nature of Society he would be otherwife in­
titled. Now the Advantages the Diffenters would 
have in Common with the reft of his Majesty s 
Subjeds, if the Laws under confideration had not 
been made, are a Capacity for thofe Preferments 
in the State which their good Services may polii» 
bly merit; and their good Name. 1 own that 
no Man has by the Laws of Society a Right to this 
or that particular Office, or indeed a certain Claim 
to any at all; but ftill I argue that every Man has a 
Right to a Capacity for’em, as much as everyone 
who has pot forfeited it,has a Right tobe believ’d 
in Evidence, or to a Capacity of being Execute^ 
Adminiftrator or Guardian to a Child : And it 
may be as well argu’d, that no Man has a Right to 
be an Executor, Adminiftrator or Guardian to 
a Child, when he is' legally appointed to thefe 
Trufts, becaufe no Man has a Right to ’em with^ 
put fuch Appointment; as it may be faid that no 
Man has a’Right to an Office, when he fhall be 
Nominated to it, becaufe he has none without 
fuch Nomination : And that our Laws efteeni 
fuch fort of Difabilitysas Punifhments, is evident 
from feveral Ads of Parliament which inflid ’em 
for Crimes that are either in their own Nature 
infamous or of dangerous Confequence to the 
Publick. He that fhborns to Perjury, or forfwears 
himfelf in a Court of Record, fhall never be re­
ceiv’d fora Witnefsagain; a Popifh Recufant con- 
vid fhall . pot be Executor, Adminiftrator, oc 
Guardian to a Child, or enjoy any Place or Prefer­
ment Civil or Military'. Hethat is Inftrumental ifi 
fending Perfons to foreign Prifonsin breach of the 
Habeas Corpus Ad, is ifabled to bear any publitk Office 
in the Kingdom ; Now it would have been ridiculous 
to have laid People for thefe or other, Offences 
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under fuch Difabilities, if thofe Difabilities were 
hot in the Nature of Puniihments.
' But what more nearly affects the Difienters in 
this Cafe^ and what all Men are fenfible enough of, 
when ’tis their own Cafe,is,The Lofs of their good 
Name. —They have learnt indeed to account it a 
[mail Thing to be judged of Mans Judgment, when 
they think’ the'keeping their Reputation is incon> 
fiftent With the Duty they owe to God; but at 
the fame Time, they cannot but look upon it as 
a great Hardfhip to be reduced to the unhappy 
Dilemma, either to forfeit the Favour of God, 
or the good Opinion of their Neighbours, and 
thereby their Ufefuinefs in the World; one of 
which muft be their Cafe, as the Law ftands 
at prefent, if their Confciences will not fuffer 
’em to comply with the Eftabliihment : For the 
generality of Mankind take their Notions of 
Right and Wrong from the Laws, and can hard­
ly be brought to treat Men with common Decen­
cy, whom thofe have declar’d infamous. And do 
not the Statutes we are now confidering fpeak of 
the whole Body of Diffenters, as of Men not fit 
to be trufted ? Are they not in thefe Refpefts put 
upon the very fame Foot with the worft of out 
Enemies, the Papifts and Non-jurors ? And why has 
the Law fet this Mark of Difgrace upon ’em ? 
Why is the Mob taught to treat ’em with Con­
tempt? Is it becaufe they are really Enemies to 
their Country, or dangerous to the Proteftant In­
terefi: here L No; but becaufe they happen to 
differ from the Eftablifh’d Church, in fome Points 
which ihe allows to be indifferent; that is, in 
which wife and good Men may difagree, and by 
which Difference likewife they come the nearer 
to all other Reformed Churches.

I Know it has been pretended, That theDifi· 
. ·· \ . ........... fenters
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fenters arb a dangerous Body of Men, and there­
fore ought to be reftrain’d upon the Principle of 
Self-Defence. But'I can hardly think the Men 
who make this Excufe are really in earneft, or do 
believe themfelves when they talk at this Rate ; 
becaufe they fpeak of’em in a quite different Lan­
guage upon all other Occafions. Nothing is fo 
common as to hear thefe very Men treat the Dif­
fenters with the utmoft Contempt, diverting 
themfelves in a Strain of low Wit, with the defpi- 
cable Figure they make, either for their Numbers 
or Abilities ·. I believe I may appeal to every Man 
who has convers’d in the World, for the Truth of 
this; tho’ I do not deny, but that, once or twice 
in an Age the Tone has been alter’d. But furely, 
One can’t with any Sort of Modefty fay, that 
thefe defpicable Creatures are any way dangerous; 
efpecially that they are dangerous to a Churchy 
which has, not only in the Opinion of fome of her 
loudeft Champions all the good Senfe in the King­
dom, but the Kin g and Lords, and moft of the 
Gentry, and what is better than all, the Prefer­
ments of the Church, and the Revenues of twQ 
Univerfities on its Side.

Besides, wereDiffentersneverfo confidera- 
ble, I have ihewn before, that they are Friends to 
Church and State, and that they difclaim all 
manner of Force in Religious Matters, which 
effe&ually anfwers all the Pretence of Danger to 
the Church : TSe Weapons of their Warfare are not 
carnal; they have no Arms to encounter the 
Church but Reafon and Argument, which feldom, 
make Conquefts, or Power, or Riches.

And as the prefent Reftraints are in the Na­
ture of Puniihments, andfuch as are not iuftify’d 
, y any manner of Neceffity; fo the continuing of 
cm will appear ftill the more Unreafonable,. if 
’.e confider the Obligations the Whigs are under

to
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to take’em off; which are Gratitude, Promifes 
and the Defign and Occafion of making the Con­
formity Law.

The Whigs muft be fenfible that the Diffenters 
have been always engag’d in the fame Caufe with 
’em ; that they have fav’d ’em many times at the 
hazard of their own Liberties, and particularly 
that they made fuch a Stand againft the Earl of 
Oxford, that it was queftion’d, Whether he would 
attempt the Things he did. Nay, fo careful were 
they to preferve an Union with the Whigs, which 
they always thought neceffary to the publick Safe­
ty, and fo cautious of giving the leaft Sufpicion of 
a Breach with ’em, that they refus’d a confidera- 
ble Sum of Money at his Hands, tho’ as he pro- 
tefted, offer’d without any manner of Condi­
tion, exprefs’d or imply’d ; and upon the fame 
Confideration, they could not be drawn to Ad- 
drefs the Queen, fo much as once, during his Ad- 
miniftration. They muft know likewife, that they 
would have made but a poor Figure in Parlia­
ment or elfewhere, without the Afliftance of the 
Diffenters: And now, what do thefe Men ex­
pect,but to be put into a Capacity to be more fer- 
viceable ? Or (if they may be allow’d to have any 
Eye to their own Intereft? to fhare the Profits and 
Power with that Party, with which they have had 
Nothing yer, but an unequal Share of the Toil' 
and Hazard. Thefe Things too, they have the 
more Reafon to expert, from the frequent Pro­
mifes which have from Time to Time been made 
’em, as well before, as fince His Majesty’s Ac- 
Ceffion, That in proper Time their Cafe fwuld he con-, 
fidered, and the Occafional- Aft, in particular, fliould 
he taken off. I need not be more particular here, 
becaufe there are thofe who are confcious of the 
Truth of what I fay, as there are among the Dif­
fenters, who, upon proper Occafion, are. able to 
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mftify me on tHis Head; as well as in the follow’ 
ing Account of the Defign and Occafion of ma­
king the Conformity-Ait· _ , '

We may remember that upon the DilmiHion 
of My Lord Sunderland, and afterwards of My 
U.Godohhin and the reft of the Whig Mimftry, 
the Honefter Part of the Nation was mightily a- 
larm’d at the Scituation of our Affairs: To prevent 
if poflible the ill Confequences of that Change,· 
or to gratify a Noble Peer, and to confirm him in 
an Intereft he had lately efpoufed; or elfe to be 
before-hand with the New MinifterS, and to Stop 
a feverer Law againft Diffenters, which was faid 
to be upon the Anvil; the Conformity Bill was. 
brought into, and carry’d thro’ the Houfe of 
Lords,by thofe who were never efteem’d Enemies 
to the Diffenters: Nay, moft of thofe very Lords^ 
who had been look’d upon in fome Degree as the 
Patrons of their Caufe, and oppofed the Bill in 
1702 either voted for. this, or at leaft. did not op- 
pofe it. One muft imagine that this Proceeding 
alarm’d the whole Body of the Diffenters,· but 
when they were told that it did not arife from 
any Want of Tendernefs for them,, but mecdy 
from the Pofture of our Affairs. . that the noble 
Peer I juft now hinted at would not be fatisfy’d 
without it, but that Things fhould certainly be 
fet Right whenever our Affairs, wopld permit it; 
they quietly fubmitted, and depending on. the Ho­
nour of their Friends, patiently waited for the 
promis’d Redrefs. The Tories' in the ihean Time 
Were well enough; pleafed to fee their Work 
taken out of their Hands; and I dare fay did not 
in the leaft envy the other Side the Honour of 
facnficing their Friends to any of the Views I 
have mention d. . But now fince we have feen 
that the Event did not in any fort anfwer Expe~ 
Nation; and fince the Diflenters were then taught;
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to believe it was only an Expedient for thatTime, 
and a Force upon their Friends, but to be laid 
afide at a proper Opportunity ,· One may rea- 
fonably expert, it will bc repeal’d now that Op­
portunity offers it felf.

To what I have been preffing, perhaps it may 
be objected, That the fhewing Favour to the Dif­
fenters will make a Clamour, which may be at­
tended with ill Confequences. I anfwer that I 
am very willing to acknowledge it will make a 
Clamour. But by whom will that Clamour be 
raifed ? By his Majesty’s Friends or Enemies ? 
I dare fay, none of the firft Sort will oppofe any 
Meafures which are likely to be attended with fo 
good Confequences as thofe I am arguing for 
will: And if the Latter fhould Clamour, as we 
know they did at the Septennial Bill, and certain­
ly will at this or any other Propofal that tends to 
his Majesty’s Service; all theNoife and Oppo- 
fition they make to it, fhould be fo far from dif- 
couraging us, that it ought to be one of the 
ftrongeft Arguments for it: They know that the 
putting Proteftant Diflenters into a Capacity to 
fejve their King and Country, will be the great- 
eft Blow to their Intereft that can be given; they 
know that the uniting the Church and the Diflent- 
ing Whigs will be the greateft Security to that 
Caufe, and therefore will moft certainly oppole 
it: But ihall.we be ftun’d or terrify’d by the Noife 
the, make ? Let us but once think ’em, what 
they really are, Enemies, and then whatever Out- 
Crys they raife will make no Impreffions upon us, 
unlefs it be to quicken our Zeal in fuch Meafures 
as may effectually defeat their Hopes.

But fay fome, The People will be influenc’d 
by what they fay, efpecially if the Church bc 
brought into the Queftion. Yes, their own Crea^ 
tures will, 'but no Body elfe. Don’t we know

F 7 they
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they pretended a Zeal for the Church when 
they Mob’d the late Queen and Parliament ? 
Have we forgot chat they open’d the laft Rebelli­
on with the fame Cry ? And MH any one that is 
not deep in Superfticion and Bigottry, beyond 
the reach of Argument, be cheated again with 
it ? No, Parfon Paul and Mr. Howell have let us 
into the Secret, and honeilly told what Church 
we are to underftand, when Tories make Outcrys 
for it.

But fay others, it will Exafperate the Dil- 
affetted and prevent their coming in.

I Heartily with it may, for I can’t but 
think, as my Lord of 'Bangor fpeaks with Regard 
to Church Communion, that they will do us 
more Service by keeping at a Diftance than by 
coming in. Indeed if any of ’em will renounce 
the Independency of the Church, the irrefiftible 
Authority of Kings, and the indefeafible Right of 
Lineal Succeffion, which are their diftinguifhing 
Principles, and reconcile themfelves in Truth and 
upon Principle to the prefent Eftabliihment, I 
can’t fear the employing thofe in the State who 
have equal Zeal for his Majefty with them­
felves, will put ’em out of Humour; but if they 
are to bring thofe Opinions, fubveriive as they 
are of all Society,and particularly of hisMajefty’s 
Title, along with ’em, I think they had much 
better ftay away ; I’m fure for his Majefty’s Sake 
one could wifh they would. However I think 
one need not be under a very great Concern 
about ’em in this Reiped: Their Condmft has 
ihewn that they are fo far from deiigning to 
come in, that they don’t fo much as wjih for 
Quarter: And depend upon it they’ll never 
come in upon the Foot we now ftand ,· they’ll 
have, I mean, the whole Management all in their 
?wn Hands, or none at all. Their Leaders know
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that while the prefent Miniftry have the Power, 
they muft have no Share of it, or at leaft, play 
but an Under-game and therefore prefs at no­
thing lefs than a Total Change of Hands.

These Objedions might have been anfwer’d 
more fully; but as I think they might all of ’em 
have been made with as much Juftice againft the 
total Change of Hands which was feen at the 
King’s Acceffion to the Throne j I thiuk that 
Change, is a full Anfwer in the prefent Cafe.

I’l l conclude what I have to fay at prefent, 
with obferving, That the enlarging the Tolera­
tion of Proteftant Diflenters, will be for the Ho­
nour of the King, as He is the Head of the Pro­
teftant Intereft in the World, and of two Efta- 
bliih’d Churches in this Kingdom : That it will 
ftrengthen the Proteftant Intereft here, by uni­
ting Proteftants of all Denominations in one com­
mon Defence againft Popery and High-Churcb, or 
if you will Romish and EngUfi Popery ; And Lafily', 
That it will be for the Honour of the Church of 
England j fince ’twill bean Evidence of her dit 
claiming all Degrees of Perfecution, which brings 
a Difgrace on any Church, as being contrary to 
the Spirit of the Gofpel, and betraying a very 
great Diftruft of our Caufe.

Feb. the 20th.
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