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HONOVRABLE, AND 
TRVLY NOBLE, Edward 

Lord Hounta^ue of Boughtons a fruit­
ful! increafeof all heavenly graces? and 

all watclifull preparation for the glory 
that ihall be revealed.

Much Honoured and Noble Lords
i Lthough theeminency of your 

other perfonall worth , great 
Wifedome, and noble parts, a 
fuffident artru&ive. to every 
honeft heart, by reafon of she 
particular intereft it hath its 
the common ftate of good- 

nefle; or your fpeciall bounty to my iclfe, which 
ought to ftirre up an ingenuous mind, to apprehend 
any opportunity of due and deferved acknowledge­
ment; or your publike depurrmenr in the face of 
our country, fo worthy, and honourable, and ma­
naged with fuch true honefty, grave moderation, 
and NobkneHe of fpiric, which cannot but draw
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T^he E^ifile Dedicatory.

from every heart truely found to our great Lord in 
Heaven, and His Royall Deputy our higheftSove- 
raigne upon earth, a great dcale of reverence and 
love5I fay,though any of thefe feverally,might exaft 
from me, a more exad & able demonstration of the 
thankefull devotions of my heart:yet,my Lord,(and 
you may belecve me) there is another thing befides 
al thefe,which was thcftroogeft,and moft predomi­
nant motive to quicken me to this Duty, and Dedi­
cation ; even your fincere and invincible aftedion to 
the Gofpell of lefa Chnfi, His faithfull Minifters, 
and moft precious Wayes. And this,to tell you the 
truth, is farre the faireft, and moft orient flower in 
the Garland of all your goodnefle, and incompara­
bly above all your greatnefle, were you advanced e­
ven to defertjnay,to the higheft top of al earthly fe­
licities,and mortal honor.For howfoever the world 
ever befide it felfe in point of falvation, and ftatke 
blind iu the right apprehenfion of Heavenly things, 
doth dote upon guilded miferies, flinging vanities, 

a Haxjuftorum golden fetters-and wickedly decmes ^purfuit ofp-m- 
dXhc quia ab"' height of folly .«yet I can affure you in the Word

hfe and truth;the richeft, and rareft confluence of 
ds virus, fatuitas all humane happinefles; the moftexquifite excellen- 
capii.Iib cep. Cy , and variety of thegreateft worldly pompe and 
ϊέ· fplendour, that ever the Sun faw, fince the firft mo­

rn et of its creation,or (hall look upon while it (bines 
in Heaven, is but duft in the ballance, to one graine 

&"X of grace, it is butb dung to an humble mind, faving- 
hhghtned with a foretaft, but of the leaft glimpfe 

ca diligenribus of that incomprehenfible, endlefle glory which fhall
*’ fliortly be revealed: It is al! in the true valuati,on,but 

. ‘- as·



The Epi(lteT)edicitorj)<
as a vaine Cfmoake;which doth not onely vanifli, as 
itrifeth.andutterly loofeth it felfeat thehighefhbut Honor hum»m'Si 

alfo drawteares from a mans eyesjnay,atlalr,wrings ρΧΧ’ίί fumilc. 
the very heart firings of every impenitent foule, 
with that extremeft everlafting horror,which would 
burfttenthoufand hearts, fcrioufly, and fenfiblyco 
thinke upon before hand. It is not onely vanity  y but 
dfovexation offririt.Let worldly wifdome fay what 
it will, and hold them mclancholikc, anddmadde, dc,‘,m «pw« 
who by the hclpe of the holy Ghofi hold a confiant re.mundum con- 

countermotiontothecourfeofthe world, and cor- 
ruptionofthe time,that they may keepea good con.
feience, the richeft treafure. and dcareft lewell that ■ SMC falicitatem 

ever the heart or man wasacquainted with,who inh- temncrcomoh, 

nitely defire, rather to bc religious, than rich; to be 
good, than great; co enjoy the favour of God, than 2So"Siei 

the foveraignty,and pleafurcsof all the king-domes Paganis dicitur 

ofche earth : yet afluredly, when all is Cai J,and truly m/gTXkXn 
fummed up; it is onely the true feare of Gods blefled 
Name; a zealous forwardnefle for his glory, good- ^ει '1π'η'Λ 
nefle,and good caufes,atthis day, unhappily, and to auJinnc-.-Di&i 

the ruine of infinite foules, called by the world,prag- 
maricalneife,and too much precifenefic, which can 
truely beaucifie, and adorne, boLh all other perfonall 
fufficiencies; and indeedc fanttifieand blcife all pub-
like imply ments and fervices of Stare. Forthefirft.· «* 
A Profefibrcven iomething Popilh, doth yet truely qinm homo fic 

tcach/hat Hei-oicAllnobilityJs an illttprions eminency ii^ dsXoou'I 
fluting in a minby the heaucnly infuio^s of Caper natural r^ptud spi. 

grace ^hereby hef m ide by adoption the fonne of God. π'ο^ι-Λ'ί

thesp ufe of Chrift^tbc Temple of the b >ly Gboft^witb nf>ii

rob.ch all other Nobilities are nothtivinot worth abut
A 3 toil.



The Epi^eOedicMory.
ton. Suppofeafaireandboodly horfe to the eye, as 
exquifitely feaiured,colourd,paced,as that fained by 
j^r^to be managed by cw-yet if he wanted met­
tle,he were worth nothing to a man of fpiriuGive me 
the moft magnificent glorious Worldling, that ever 
trod upon earthly mouldjrichly crowned with all the 
ornaments, and excellencies of nature, art, policy^ 
preferment,or what heart can wiih befidesjy et with - 
out the life of grace to animate and ennoble them, he 
were to the eye of heavenly Wifedome,but as a rot­
ten catkafle fluckeover with flowers,magniftddung^ 
gilded; ottenni/e.goldcn daw not ion, And that which 
is more dreacfull jwhenthefunneofhisfhort Sum­
mers day is fet, the hot gleameoftranfirory profpe- 
ritie paft, and the bitter tempeftuous Winters nighe 
of death apprcchcth 5 from which all the Gold and 
Pearle of Eaft & Weft can no more deliver him,than 
can an handfuilof duft .· 1 fay, then (hall be powred 
upon his head,that terrible fliowreoffnares.Jire^nd, 

Pfol. 11.λ brimfior.e} and an horrible temp eft, His foule iinkes im-
mediatly in a moment into the depth of remedilefTe 
mifery, and is d efperately plunged for ever into the 
.bottome of the burning Lake. His body defeends in­
to the grave, as intoa dungeon of rottennefle & hor­
ror,arrefted,as it were,by the fecond death,in the de­
vils name, and at length haled and dragged unto the 
terror of this great and laft Day 5 where no creature 
canrefcuehim, nomountaine cover him, from that 
unquenchable wrath,and never- dying worme,which 
ihal 1 everlaftiogly,day and night feed upon h is foule 
and flefho Whereas now,on the other fide,that poore 
aegletfted One, who hath in truth given his name un­

to



T be Epiftle dedicatory.
to Cbrift and bis gainefull fervice, perhaps by the 
World moil difdainefully and contcmptuoufly tram­
pled upon even in the duft, with the feete of cruelty 
and pi ide;at leaft moil ceitainly,c ver made extreme­
ly vile,and contemptible by the villany offtongucs, 
and f cruellmockings^yet isfuch an One as the World a^°COoitnre 

is not worthy of: in the meanetime,in the meaning of prcficcre,ir.ci- 

thc holy Ghoftll4 Crowne of glory in the hands of icho-
•vah, as bcautifulland amiable,as the blood of Chuift Quicunqueiihs 

and his glorious robe can make him; crowned full nondumpvflus 

glorioufly with 1 Gods owne comlineffc which heehath pep™", 'ηώ- 
put upon him, defigned from all eternity in due time, cunq; mas ηυη 
(for fohisfandlification nowaffureshim ) to weare
an everlailing Crowne of bliflc. And when his pil- «κ, 
grimageispaft,deaih istohimtheday breakofeter- p/"'· up· 
nail brighmeffe. Vponhislaft bed, hisblefled foule ybb*II-36’ 
ihall finde that frefh bleeding Fountaine for fin and hi?a. 6.1,3. 
for uncleannefie fet wide open unto it, by the hand of1 ΕγΑ·ι6·Η> 
Faith, ready now at its departure,to raze out the laft 2cc'151 
finfullftaine; it may confidently, in the Name of 
C hrift ca ft it fclfe into the open armes, enlarged bo­
wels, and deareflembraccments of the Fatherofall 
mercies.· Itmay feele the glorious prefence of the 
fweeteft Comfort, prefenting unto it aforetafte of 
Heavenly joyes: It (hall have thelaft fweetneiTe,and 
triumphant truth of allthepromifes of life, able to 
confront and confound the utmoft rage, and very 
powder /dirtofall the powers of darkenes,made good 
unto iua mighty guard of bleffed Angels (hall attend 
upon it; waring with longing and joy to beare it tri­
umphantly into the boiome of Abraham, His body 
ihall goeinto thegrave,as into a chamber ofreft,and

A bed.
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Ί' he Epifl 's dedicatory.
. bed of Downe,tweedy perfumed unto it, by the Q.

cred body ofthe Sonne of God lying in the Grave $ 
locked there full faft with thebarres ofthe earth, and 
fenced with the omnipotent Arme of God,as a rich 
Jewell in a Casket of gold,untill the Refurreftion of 
the juft. And then,after their joyfullcft meeting, and 
glorious re union, they ihall both beforever filled 
with all thofeunmixed pleafures,bleiTed immortali­
ties,and crowned joyes,which rhe dwelling placeof 
God,rhe glory of heaven,and the inexhaufted foun- 
taine of all blifle, lehovab himfelfe bkiled for ever, 
canaffoord.NowIetthefcornfuIleftoppoireto the 
power ofgodlinefi'e, tell me in cold blood whether 
thathonorablewretch, or this honeftmanbe more 
tritely noble and happy i For the fecond :So mtnraH 

g Lit. j. sm i. faith g Hooker,it the union of Religion with j uftce, that 
we may boldly deeme,there is neither,where both are not» 
For how fiouldthey be unfainedlyfist, whom Religion 
doth not caufetobe fich^or they religious,which are not 

found fuebbythe proofe oftheirjujl actions>lfthcy which 
imploy their labour and travell about thepubLcke admi- 
niftration of luftice,follow itonely as a Γrade, with un­
quench able,and tinconfcionablc thirfi ofgaine,being not 
in heart perfwaded that Its lice is Gods owne Worke, and 
them ft Ives bis Agents in the bufmeffe, the fentcnce of 
right,Gods ownverdteftythemfebucs his Priefs to deli­
ver it-.formalittesof itiflice do but fr tie to (mother right, 
andthat which was neceffarily ordained for the common 
good, is through jhamefull abufe,made the caufe of com­
mon mi fery. Full well did this learned man perceive, 
and rightly apprehend,that the purity and power of 
Religion alone,doth truly honour all Eionours, dig-.



The Epifl I e Dedicatory.

dignifie all dignities, adnate with acceptation & life 
all moral vertuesand endowments of art, fweeten all 
government, ftrengthen all States, fettle fail all Im­
perial! Crownes upon Princes heads: That it is no 
humorous conceit s but a matter of found confe- 
quence, that all, either perfonall duties, or imploy- 
mentsof State, arebyfo muchthe betterperfor- 

. med,by how much the men are more religions,from
whofe abilities the fame proceed:ThatwhenH£4W3 
is made too much to ftoope to Earth:Piety to Policy^ 

. Publike good^a private eads^ there authority is imbit-
tered, inferiors plagued, and too often, Law and Its- 
ftice turned into Wormewoodand rapine.He. truly inti­
mates, what a deale of hurt is done, what a world of 
mifehiefeis many times wrought,infenfibly and un- 
obfervedlyjwhen a wicked wit,and wide conference 
weld the fword of authority.For it is eafie,and ordi­
nary for a man fo mounted,by legal fleightssputting 
fotile bafinefles into faire language·.^ by a diflembled 
pretence of deeper reach , to compaife his owne 
ends; either for promotion of iniquity; or opprefli­
on ofinnocency: efpccially,fith he knowes himfelfe 
backt withthac Principle in policy : itisnotfafeto 
queftionor reverfe tranfadionsof State, though 
tainted perhaps with fome impreflions of mifearri- 
age and error; and that it is holden a Sol^cifme in 
State-wifdome, and unieemely, for private innocen- 
cy to conteft toobufily with paflages of publike 
Tribunals.Thefe things I thus difcourfe,and declare 
unco your Lordfliip, to reprefent unto you the vani­
ty of that honor, which is not diredly and fincerely 
iubprdinate co the honour of God :(ac the beft, it is

buc
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but a breath, and yet not able to blow fo much, as 
onecold blaft upon ungodly great Ones, when be­
ing fuddenly carried from their (lately and fumptu- 
eus dwellings, they fhall be eaft into unquenchable 
flames.) To let you fee the excellency:and worth of 
thofe happy wayes, to which it hath pleafcd the 
Lord of Heaven, out of his fpeciail mercy, to bend 
the eye of your Noble minde: and that you may 
know what it is alone hath had power, andc he pre­
rogative, (and (hallfor ever, in whomfoever takes 
Gods part) to make you, both more truely honou­
rable in your Selfe, and more faithfully ferviceable 
to our King and State 5 both to caft a Diviner luftre 
upon your perfonall vercues, and to make your ma­
naging of publike bufinefles ( many times moft un. 
worthily fwayed awry,by that foule fiend,Fadion, 
partiality, and private ends) worthy, confcionable 
and juft. For which, every honeft eye in our coun- 
trey that lookes upon you, blefiethyouj and (hall 
mourn moft bitterly for your abfence from amongft 
us, when you (hall be glorioufly gathered to your 
Fathers. So letall that truely love rhe Lord 
Hisblcfled Gofpel, and Servants, heai the Stmne, 
when hee goeth forth in his might, and at laft full 
fweetly fee in the boundlefie Ocean of immortall 
blifle. Inthefe wayes of Life, my Noble Lord, 
which in the fenfe and cenfure of Truth it felfe, are 

Pxov.3.17. wayes of pleafure}andfathes t/fweeteft fence 5 it is the
infinite defire of my heart, anddriftof thisTreatife 
I now offer into your Honours hands, that you 
would ftill advance forward, and doe more nobly 
ftill. That you would improove to the urmoft, the 

height
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height of your excellent Voderftanding to a further, 
and more full comprehenfion of rhe CMyftery of 
Cbrifts which though it bc a Sealed Booke to the 
fharpeft fight of the mod piercing humane wife- 
domej yet reveales to every truely humble, fpiri- 
tuall eye, the rich and Royall treaCures of all true 
fwcetneflejcontentment and peace. Thar you would 
hold it your greateft honour and happinefle, as it is 
indeed, to grow dill in fruitfttlneffe» in every
Worke: in b fervency of ibirit, inc puritie. in d Hea- *· ιλ-μ- 
venly nindeanefle^U)cprecije walking,&c. with coioC.j.2

lar watch fulnefte, and the more punduall, and fre-eEpWj ,J' 
quent fearch and perufall of your fpiriruall ftate; 
both becaufe the depthsand delufionsof Satan are 
moft intricate and infinite: and becaufe Not many no­
ble,&c. 1 Cor.r.ij. That ye would hold oninthat 
valiantneflefor the Trwt^and all good caufes; which 
ordinarily gathers vigour and puiffance proportio- 
nably to the fwelling fury of all adverfary, either 
mortall or infernall powers: Ever patiently paifing 
by with generous magnanimitie, and brave con­
tempt, all the vile f ray lings and contradictions of f 30 8,P. 

Satans Revellers, and Popiih infolency 5 ( For 
vainelyto affed the acclamations, andapplaule 
worthlefle men: or to be dejeded unmanlily with 
their unjuft accufations and anger 5 are both equal- bus ad Denin 

ly ignoble, and moft unworthy a man of Honour,
nobilitaris amir- 

tit : aut quanms in Chnftuno populo honor Chrifti eft, ubi religio ignobilem facit ? Statim enim ut 
quismel.orcnctcntavcrit, detenoris abjcdione calcatur , acpci hoconmes qundammodo mail efle 
coguncur, nc vilcs habcantur- Ita feculum totum miquitatibus plenum eft.ui aut mail fint,qm lunt in 
illo.aut qui boni funt, midrorum pcdccutione crucicntur. Si honoratiot quilpiam rehcioni feappli- 
cuent, illico ho oratuseiledcfiftic------ Si fuerit rplendidiffimus.fit vihffimus. Sifucrit «rus hono­
ris, fit totus injuria------ Sibo'ius eft qudpiam, quifi malus fpenutur : Si eft mains,quail bonus 
honorauir. Nihil itaquemitum, ft deterinra quotiduJ patimur, qui dcictiotes quoliJic fuinus· Sai- 
vi»nm, De va» Jiuticio /rf.idtntia Dei. Ltb.[128,12?· 

and
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gAnimxfonis& an(j vertllousg refolution.Yours fhalbe the Crowne 
poiFcobluSari his and comfort, when all Popery and prophancneffe 
huutur, 8c nihil Hull lye buried in the duft, and dungeon of Hell.

Ina word, the thirftie longing of my heart, and 
hearticft prayer (hall ever be 5 That you may ihine 

infupitum oiu- every day,more and more gloricufly in all perfonall 
Sum fanditie, plantation of godlinetTe in your owne Fa- 

raityi and where you have any thing to doe, and in 
la^· an holy zeale for letting forward the affaires of God. vclcoavitu; led } , _ D . )

traufirc ut um- when,and wherefoever you have any power or Cal- 
ling. That when the laft period of your inortall a» 
bode in this Vale of teares, which drawes on apace, 

. 6. qtn. fhall prefent it felfe; You may looke death in the 
face without dread; the grave without feare. the 
Lord lefus with comfort j and lehovah blefled fore­
ver, with everlaftiog loy. Thus let all the faving 
blcffings of our moft bountifull Heavenly Father, 
through lefts Chrift, by the Holy Ghoft, be plenti­
fully aud for ever upon your Honourable Selfe,and 
all your fweet and Noble Children.

Tour Honours mofi truly in all 
fervicesfor thefalvation 

- r of your Soule,

Robert B o i t o
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DIRECTIONS FOR A COM3
FORTABLE WALKING

WITH GOD.
Gen. 6. 8,9.

8. But Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord.
9. Theft are the generations of Noah: Noah was & 

juft man and perfe^i in his generations 9 and Noah 
walked with God.

this dreadfull and difmall Story of the 
old Worlds degeneration and deftrufti-. 
on> falling away, andfinall ruine, here &c'^Ln«  ̂

ftands in myText a right orient and illu- cuds fuerit tie jU. 
ftrious Starre, fhining full faire with 
a fingularitie of heavenly light,fpiritual qusmuito impc- 
goodnefle, and Gods fincerer fervice, 
in the darkefl midnight of Satansuni- versa ambulant 

verfall raigne, and amidft the horribleft hell of the ftrangeft 
confufious, idolatrous corruptions, cruelties, b oppreflions Nequeenimaiio- 
and luftjthat ever the earth bore. Noah I meane,a very preci­
ous Man, and Preacher of Righteoufnefle, to whofe Family reddcbatc™r^- 

niorcm ad virtu- 
cis iter : fed jam prius implebat, quod beatus Moics olitn didurus crar : Ne fis cum mulris in malitia. 
Et quod rhagis adinirabile tnultos habebat imd omnes, qui ad malum3 Et ad prava opera inhortabantur» 
St nullus erat,qiuad bonuminducerer· nem. aa. in c 6. Gen. b Fetvcnte impietate contra pti- 
inam tabulam, FecutaeR corruptio, de qua Moics in hoc cap quod feprimum pobuaunt libidimbus, 
dcindeoibcmterrarumreplcverunt tyratuude.rapguine, Bc injuriis. Luth.
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alone, che true worlhipof God was confinde, when all the 
world befides lay drowned in Idolatry and Paganifme,ready 
to be fwallowed up into an univerfall grave of Waters,which 
was already falhioned in the clouds by che angry,unrefiftable 
hand ofthe all-powerfull God, who was now fo implacably, 
but moil juftly provoked by.thofe rebellious and cruell gene­
rations,that He would not fuflfer His Spirit to llrive any more 
with them ; but inexorably refolved to open the windowes 
or flood-gates of heaven,giving extraordinary ftrength of in­
fluence to the Stars, abundance co the.Fountainesof the great 
deepes, commanding them to call out the whole treafure, and 
heape of their waters; anditaking awtay the retentive· power 
from the clouds, that they might powre downe immeafura- 
bly, for the burying of all living creatures which breached 
in the ay re; Noah and his family excepted. From whence by 
the way, before I breake into my. Text, take this Note.

Dottr* The Servants of God are men of Angularities I 
meane imotin refpeftof any fantafticalnefle of opinion, fu- 
rioufnefle of zeale,· or turbulencie of faction,'truely fo called: 
butin refpeft of abftinence from finne, puritie-of heart, and 
holinefle of life.

Reafonsi. Gods holy Word exacts and expe6ts from all 
c ouJim mukos are new’Dorne’ an^ Heires of Heaven, an excellence a- 
Pbiio&phor & bovecordinary, Prov.n.26. ^/^r.y.zo.and^-y. Beingr^e» 
audivimus^ & if forth as the precious from the vile, lerem. C 5. j 9. by the power 

pa- of the Miniftery, they mult not only goe beyond the higheft 
tkntesjmodeftos, icivill perfections of theexa&eft morall Puritane amongft 

the ra°rt honeft Heathens, Heb. 12.14. but alfo exceed the 
& honorcs mundi righteouftiefle, and all the outward religious conformities of 
i^ucmcs , & the devouteft Pharifees, whole fufficiences, Luk^ 18.11,12. 
macores juite , many thoufands in chefe times come ihort of, and yet hope 
facidaT-Quod to he faved; or they can in no cafe enter into the Kingdome of 
fi CtiamCnc Deo homines oftendunt qualcs a Deo faai iunt : vide quid Chrifttanifacere poTunr, quo­
rum in melius per Chriilum narura & vita inftrufiaeft, & qui divinsqaqqucgratia: juvannir auxilio· 
^Suffifl-Epif.tuz. d Qum nontormentapatiemur, quicum jubcamur juftitia fupcrare Pharifros, Gcn- 
tilibusquoqueinferfores jaccamus ? Qucmadmodum igirur, rdpondc quafo , videbimus regnum fura- 
rum? Chryfoft. JSom.ti. in ca··. 5. Mat. .Ai forthofo vertices that belong unto morall righteoufnejfe^and 
honefy of life , we doe not mention them becaufe they ate not proper onto Chrifiian men^u they are fhri- 
fiian, but doe concerne them at men, Hooker lib. 3 · ot Ecdefiaft, Politic,
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comfortable walking with God. 3
Heaven. But left any bee proudly puft up with fence of this 
Angularity, and excellency above his neighbour; let him 
know, that humility is ever one of the fai reft flowers in the 
whole garland of his fupernaturall and divine worth; and 
that feife-conceitednefle would impoylon even Angelicall 
perfection.

2. They muftupon neceifity differ from a world of wic­
ked men; by a fincere Angularity of abftinence from the c 
e courfe of this world; the lufis of men: the * corruptions of/χ a. 
the times; g familiarity with graceleffe companions; the *£ « “ " j; 
h worldlings.language, prophane fports: all wicked Wayes bphcf.j.xx. 
of thriving, riflng, and growing great in the world, &c.

3. They make conference of thofe duties and divine com- ilim ic^uitur, 

mands, whichthe greateftpartof men, even in the noone-«>u£ 
tide oftheGofpell, are fo farre from taking to heart, that^/^X,, 
their hearts rile againft them : As, to bee hot in Religion, ita qui oco pa- 
Revel. 3.16. To be zealous of good workes, Tit. 2. 24. To ^’r. 
walke * precifely, Ephef. 5.1$. To be fervent in fpirit, Rom. uum ncquaquam 

12. 11. To ftrive to enter in at the ftraite gate, Luke 13.24.
To plucke out their right eyes, that is, to abandon their bo?
fome delights, . 29. To make the Sabbath a delight,
^.58.13. To love the Brotherhood, 1 Tet.z. 17. Withan 
holy violence, to lay hold upon the Kingdome of Heaven, 
Matth. 11.1 2.

4. Experience, and examples of all ages,from the creati­
on downeward clearely proove the point. At this time, as 
you fee the Saints of God were all harboured under one 
roofc, and yet not all found there. Survey the ages after­
ward : the time of -Abraham; who was as a brand taken out >
of the fire of the Chaldeans: The time of Elijah, when one 
appeared to that blefledman of God: The time of Efaiah, 
whocryed, chap. 53. I. Who hath beleeved odr report ? The 
time of Manafh, who built altars for all the Hof of Heaven, 
in the two Courts of the Hotfe of the Lord: The time of Antio­
chus, when he commanded the Sanctuary, and holy people to 
bee polluted with Swines-flefh, and uncleanebeafts to bee 
Sacrificed, the abomination of defolation to bee fet up upon'
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the Altar: That darkefome time, when the glorious Day- 
Starre , Chriftlefus himfelfe, came downe from Heaven to 
enlighten the earth : The time of Antichrift,»^» all the world 
wondred after the Beaf : Our times, wherein, of fixe parts 
efthe earth, fcarce one of the leaft is Chriftian. And what a 
deale of Chriftendome is ftill overgrowne with Popery, and 
other exorbitant diftempers in point of Religion ? And 
where the truth of Chrift is purely, and powerfully taught, 
how few give their names unto it? And of theie whopro- 
feffe, how many are falie-hearted or meerely formall ?

5. Me thinkes worldly wifedome ihould rather wonder 
that any oneigwonneunto God;thencry out,andcomplaine; 
Is it poflible, there ihould be fo few ? Sith all the powers of 
darkneflc, and every dwell in hell oppofe might and maine 
the plantation of grace in any foule: fith they are moe fiiares 
upon earth, to keepe us ftill in the invifible chaines of darke- 
nefleand finne, then there are ftarres in heaven : fith every 
inch, every little artery of our bodies, if it could, would 
iwell with helhlh venome to the bignefle of the greateft 
liah, the mightieft Giant, that it might make refiftance to 
tlie fan&ifying worke of the holy Ghoft: fith our foules na­
turally would rather dye, and put off their immortality and 
everlafting being, then put on the Lord lefus : In a word, 
fith the new creation of a man is Iiolden a greater worke of 
wonder, then thecreati’on of the world.

6. Laftly, let us fetafide in any Country, City, Towne,' 
Family: Firft, all Atheifts, Papifts, and diftempered exor­
bitants from the blefled Truth of Doctrine taught in our 
Church: Secondly, all Whoremongers, Drunkards, Swea- 

31 rers,Lyars,' Revellers, Worldlings,Vfurers,and fellowesof 
fuch infamous ranke: Thirdly, all meerely civill men, who 
comeihortof Cato, Fabricius, and other honeft Heathens, 
and wanting holinefle, {hall never fee the Lord, Heb.t 2.14. 
Fourthly, all grofle Hypocrites, whofe outfides are painted 
withfuperficiall flourifhes of holinefleand honefty, buttheir 
inward parts filled with rottennefl'e and luft; who have their 
liands in godly exereifes,when their hearts.are in hell. Fiftly,



all formal! Hypocrites, who arc deluded in pointof Salva­
cion, as were the foolifh Virgins , and· that proud Phafifee, 
.Luke) 8. 11. Sixthly, all final! back-Aiders, of which fome 
turne fenfuali Epicures, and plunge themfelves into worldly 
pleafures, with farre more rage and greedinefle, by reafon of 
former reflraint by a temporary profefiion ;■ others become 
icurrill dcnders of rhe holy way; fome, bloody goads in the 
fides of thofe with whom they have formerly’walked into 
theHoufeofGod, as friends. Seventhly, all unfound Pro- 
feffors for the prefent, of which you would little think?,' 
whata number there is : I fay, let thefe and all other ftran- 
gers to the puritie and power of godlmefle be fet apart-, and 
tellmee how many tiue-hearted Nathaneeh wee are like to 
tfinde. kNonp«m:«

Yfes I. Try then the truth of thy fpirituall Rate by this t^pu!
markeof afoberand fincere fingularitie. If thou Rill hoi- «.«wev 
deft conefpondence with the world, and conformitietotKe 
fafliions thereof; if ΛΪΠ tliou fwimmell downe the current Nam quflquij 
of the times , and fhifteftthy failesto the fitting of every
Winde; if thine heart hanker ftill after the taftelefie fooleries lea fob fit > -<*- 
of goodfellowihip, and follow the multitude to doeill; if 
thou be carried with the fwinge and fway of the place where · 
thou liveft, to uphold by a boifterous combination, lewd- 
nefle and vanity, to prophane the Lords Day , to fcorne Pro- 
feiTion, oppofe the Miniftery, and walke in the broad Way;
In a word, if thoudoeftas the moft1 doe; thou art utterly I si turbam imi- 
undone for ever. But if with a mercifull violence thou bee κγ'ρ'Χ^'^- 
pulledout ofthe world, by the ppyy.erbf the Word, and hap- flam viam ambu- 
pily weaned from the fenfuali, infenfible poifonofall bitter- 
iweet pleafures; and fellowfhip with unfruitful! workes of Jam.6<\‘ 
darkened ; If by ftanding on Gods fide, and hatred of all 
falfewayts, thou art become the Drunkards fMgi as David 
was, andaby-word amongft thefonnesof Belial, as was 
lob; If the world lowre and looke fowre upon thee for thy 
looking towards Heaven, and thy good-fellow companions 
abandon Thee, as too precife; If thy life be not like other mens, 
and thy wayes of another fashion, as tire Epicures of thofe times
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Luket». j. 
Ιώ·ιΐ'6,7·

charged the righteous man, when the bookc of Wifedome 
was written; Ina word,if thou walked: ii the narrow Way, 
andbe one of that little floclie, which lives amongll Wolves, 
and therefore mud needs be little; To that by all the Leopards, 
Lio»}, and Beares about thee, I meane all fortSOf unregene- 
rate men , .thou art hunted for thy holinefle, as a Partridge 
onthe niountain.es, at lealbby the poyfon and perfecution of 
the tongue; Ifay , then thou art certainly in the hie way to 
Heaven.

2. If the Saints of Godbee men of flngularitie, in the 
fence I have faid; then away with thofe bafe and brainelefle 
cavils, againfl thofe who are wife unto falvation : What ?

t« cim undique are you wifer then your fore-fathers r then all the m Towne 2 
then fuch ar>d fuch learned men ? then your owne Parents ? 

ficvivis?Tu foius Are you wifer then your Head , may the Husband lay, &c. 
,^r'e non fodsn Nay further,to Noah it might have bin faid by the wretches 
•quod faciune & ofthofes times, Art thou wifer then all the world ? (He out 
dicis, chriftUnw height his heroAcall refolution, eafily endured and 
•fem, ut repdhs.digefted the affronts and indignities of this kinde from 
iftos ntfc» quos; millions of men.) But take thou thefe fpitefull taunts. and 
id auvcnanu* i . , - *
premit, urgct, binae them in the meane time, as a Crown? unto thee, and 

advance forward in thine holy flngularitie with all fweete 
anomm fuffocat^
Chriflianos. Sudatur, sftuatur , tribuiatur animaCkriftiana , See. Ideo videquid dicat. Rclpondere- 
nim, Quidmihi prodcft, quia modo mihi ftcio remedia, & lucror paucos dies ? Exeohincde iflofx- 
culo, 8c vado ad Qominum meum, & mittec me in ignem, quia prrepofuipaucos dies vita fiitiira:, mirret 
pqin gijlicnnas -■ Et hoc forte non in plateatibi dicit amicus fed in domouxor,aut forte marirus uxori 
fi<leli,lOiw S^ianQa deceptor ipfnis,Si mulier marito, Evaeftilli: Si vit uxori,Diabolus cftrlli. Aur 
4pfi tibi Eva eft,au: tu illi ferpensja yin, in Tfnf. wf· zoi. n Non-igirur dubium cft.quirtgeneratiQ 
prava infcnliflimc Cum odcrit, &varic cxercucrir jnfulrantes ci: Num rufolus lapis? Num folusju Deo 
places ’Num nos rcliqui omnes erramus ? omnes damnabimur? Tu Tolas non erras ? Solus non damn.-;, 
beris ? Hsc magna virtus fuit. Nobis enim lioilie impoffibile eift vidcur, ut onus fcopponat tori orbi 

■ten-arum, reliquos omnes damnet, tanquam malos, qui tamen Ecclcfiam, verbum Bccultum Dcijaaant, 
ft autem Colum ftatuar Dei filium, & Deo ncccptum efic, · Lutberm. Ncquc parvuin eft deipiccrc irri- 
dentes & opprobantes, & fallbus inccUcntcs : at juftus illc non tanium decem & vbinti, & centum ho­
mines, fed & omuem liominum naturam & rot myiiades delpcxir. Veriiimile emtn omnes illos ridete, re- 
prehendcrc, fub&nnare,&dcbacchari: & forte ctiam, ft pofllbilefuiflcr, dilacerate voluifle- Cl>ryfrjl. 
Hom 2J- incase· Gen. Tain domefticaillierat ftrcnuitas,ut viamdiverfam a vii]g.iri,quamomuis mid- 
rinido inambulabat, ircr : & ncque timeret, nequefufpicarctur aliquidralc, quale veriiimile eft, iguaVis 
accidcre: qui fiquando vidcrint, multos Cimul conCpirarc, liocvclamcn.&hauc occafioncmfuiiguavia! 
prxtcxunt, ac dicunt : Quid ego novum, & lingulate poft illos omnes faSiirus cllem adverfatius rantar 
mu'rinidinis, & cum tancopopulo bcllum fufccprunis ? Numquidilljs omnibus ego admirabilior c.Tem? 
Quxutilitasforeetrvicarum inimicitiarum? Quodcommodum witi odn ? Nihil uUiun co 'itabai, ne- 
que in animurc Curacbat, idemIhd,.H·η>. ti~ : . ’■· 1 ·■’· ■ . p -

content 

niountain.es


comfortable walking with God. 7

content and undauntednefle of fpirit, towards that glorious 
immortall Crowne above; and let tliofe miferable men, 
whole eyes are hoo^-winkt by Satan, and fo blinded with 
earthly duft, that they cannot poflibly difeerne theinvifible 
excellencies and true nobleneffe of the negle&ed Saints fol­
low the folly of their worldly wifedome, and fway ofthe 
greater part, to endlefie woe; and then give lofers leave to 
talke.

3. Leteveryonej who in finceritie of heartfeekes tobe 
laved, ever hold it afpeciall happinefle,and his higheft honor, 
® to be Angled out from the Vniverfall peftilent contagion of ® fffffif, 
common prophanenefle,and the finfull courfes of thegreatertn,nc 
part; and to be cenfured as fingular in that reipeft. Neither
is this a lingular thing, that I nowfuggeft; but it Lath beene th»

the portion of the Saints in all ages, to be trod upon with the 
feet of imperious contempt, as anumber of edde delpifed " »' «
underlings, whereas indeed they are Gods Jewels, and the
onely excellent upon earth. Behold faith IJdiah, Chap. 8.18. jj. sibingtonup. 

/ and the Children whom the Lord hath given me, are for fignes °» Gw· «· v-8. 
and wonders in Ifracl. I am at a monfler unto many, i a i th Da· 
vid, Lfal. 71.7. 1 am in deriβon doyly, every one mocketh mee, 
iiizh leremy, Chap. 20.y. Weare made, faith Paul, afieliacle 
unto the world, and to Angels, and to men, I (for. 4. 9. Wee are 
wade as the filth ofthe world, the offifiowring ofaH things, v. I 3.
InP Aufiinstimz, thofe that made conference of their wayes, P,Su« multi nu- 
durft not plunge into the corruptions of the times , and play «UanT^J^o» 

the good fellowes, werefcornefully pointed at,not onely by <lui voiuerit bene 
Pagans, but even by unreformedProfeifors, Profeflbrs at biX'tS6· 

large, as we call them, asfellowes thataffedfedaprecifenefle ea'· & inter for- 

and purity above ordinary and others: They would thus in- 
fult and fcoffingly fly in the face offuch an holy one ; Tote are fakaiorcs Mathe- 

agreat wan ,fure, you are a juft man, you are an Elias, yon finc'cXTc?!^

, 8· niluJ tile rc-
quirerc a. inter TpeSaOres nugacium tbentronim noluerit ire nifi ad ecciefiam , patitur infit/torcs iploj 
Chrdtianos, &pantur veibaafpda,&dicuitt , Tu mngmiSj & jiiQus, tu csHcliiS,tu csPctrus, tilde 
ccrlovenilli : instantquocunque Cevcncrir, audit bine atque ir.de veibum aPpeium. Quodfi tuner, 
recent a via Chrifli Det Quando audit veiba afpem, undefibi lubcrfacere IbUrium, ut non curer 
ye>baaJpera,&c. Dicat , Qualiaverba audio, fervuspeccatot ? Dominus metis audivit, D«motuuni
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α si fimpiec all- are Λ Peter, jo» comefro^ Heaven, &c. In 1 after-times, if a 
^Sjitcaftus^' mm were but meerely civill, ingenwM, chafe, temperate, hee

^aliquo W/W made a by-wordand laughing ftocke tothofeabouthim. They
conventu, l«am prefencly laid; Hee mu frond, fingular, bcftde himfelfe, Hy- 

^θη pocrite, &c. Thus it was, is at this time, and will be to the 
fcacrur,fabuta,& wOrids end, that every iligmaticall Whoremonger, beaftly 

Drunkard, ignorant Lozell, fcoffing Ifmacl, and Selfe-guiltie
quoque, & Gngu- wretch will have a bitter gird, a dry blow, as they fay , a fcur- 
h"5’ critawnti- HU gibe,t0 throw like the M ad-mans fire-brand into the face 
■uoappdiatur. of Gods people, as though they were a company of odde 
vndeJcmuitbqui humorous fellowes, and a contemptible generation. This, I ad bonim tiugcm > . Γ o >
icvcnirentjfic^ fay, ever .was, and ever will be the worlds opinion or the 
niodeftis & boats wayesofGod. The children of darkened ever harbour fuch 
jX’nTibfttaai conceits, and peremptorily paife fuch cenfures upon the chil- 

^ien^g^c-
trahunmr, dum Itisftrange! Men are content to be Angular in any thing,1 
ϊ11ώ ru°S &ve *η ^ecvlce G°d,and falvation of their foules. They
nomna futae defire, and labour too, to be Angularly rich, andtheweal- 
vcrencur. thieftinaTowne; to bee fingularly proud, and in falhion 

by themfelves 5 to be the ftrongeft in the company to powre 
£cd. apud. lean- in ftrongdrinke. They,would with all their hearts be inho- 
A nQUr and adored above others. They would dwell a-

lone, and not fuffer a poore mans houfetobee within fight. 
They affeft Angularity in wit, learning, wifedome, valour, 
worldly reputation, and in all other earthly precedencies; 
but they can by no meanes endure alonenefle, and Angulari­
ty in zeale,and the Lords iervice.In matters of Religion,they 
are refolved.to doe as the moft doe, though in fo doing they 
certainly damhe their ownefoules,y.^.Baieft coward- 
linefle, and fearefulnefie fit for fuch a doome! Revel. 21.8. 
They are afraid of taking Gods part too much; of fighting 
too valiantly under the Colours of Chrift; of being too bu- 
fie about the falvation of their foules; lefi they ihould bee 
accounted too precife , fellowes of an odde humour, and 
engrofiers of more grace then ordinary. It is one of Satans 
dreadfull depths, as wideas hell, and brimine-full with the 
blood of infinite foules: To make men ambitious, and cove­

tous 
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tous of Angularity in all other things : but in godlinefle, and 
Gods fervices 5 not to fuffer it in themfelves, and to perfecute 
it in others.

Now in this Story of Noah, fo highly honoured with An­
gularity of freedome, from the Anfull contagion ofthofe def- 
perate times , and happily exempted from the moft generall, 
and greateft ludgement upon the earth that ever the Sunne 
faw, an Vniverfall drowning; gloriouily mounting up upon 
the wings of falvation andfarety, both of foule and body, 
when a world of Giant-like Rebels funketothe bottoms of 
that new Sea, as a ftone, or lead, I confider,

1. The caufe of fuch a Angular blefled prefervationjwhich 
was the free grace and favour of God: But Noah found graoe 
in the eyes of the Lord, verf, 8.

2. Therenowne, and honour of Noahs name: in chat he rPeramte mun- 

ftands heere as the Father of the r new world, holy feed, 
and progenitors of lelus Chrift: Thefe are the generations of incomipta3utno-

- ..r - “ vi mundi firori-Noan,verf.9 _ go. &n0™
3. The defcription of Noahs: 1. Perfonall goodnefle: hominum femi- 

2. Prefervation: 3. Poftericy. Thefe two latter follow, "ή™'“ i ,: ' 
His perfonall defcription ftands in the end of Verf. 9. Noah 
was ajufi tn an, andperfect in his generations, and N oah walked 
with God. Where we finde him honoured with three noble 
Attributes, which make up the charafter of a compleate 
Chnftian: 1. Honefty. 2, Vprightnefie. 3. Piety. And 
they receive much excellency and luftre from acircumftance
of time; In his generations: Γ which were many and mainely fA'.que Ea virtu- 
corrupt. '“ίί0*0!11 cir'S . - , cnmtUntia tern-

Without any. further unfolding my Text coherence and porum, perfona- 
dependanceupon either precedent or following parts, (for ^',e 
niltoricaHpamges areplamer, and doe not ever exaci the ^i(Te dkiwr, non 
length and labour-of fuch an exaft refolution, as other Scrip- 
turesdoe,) I collect from the firft point, wherein I finde “m 
Gods free grace to be the prime and principall caufe of Noahs ?O,1IS fei1 Cl"” 
prefervation, this Note; - ’

Dofi. The free grace and favour of God is the firft mover 0,10 ^^Ρ"12; 
and fountains of all our good. Confider for this purpoie fuch 

places
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— places as thefe, Fere. 3i.$.HofA^..^.Deut.'J.'jfi. Rom. p.H,
12,13. Joh.3.16. Iof.2^.2,3.Ephefi.^.

And it mutt needs be fo. For it is utterly impoihble that 
any finite caufe, created power, or any thing out of himfelfe, 
ihould primarily moove and incline the eternall, immutable, 
increated, omnipotent will of God. The true originalland’ 

t sicutPa> nihil prime motive of all gracious, bountiful! expreffions and 
poteft e/ie aufa effufions of love upon His Eledijis His·^·*·»·. His merum be· 
in DconU neplacitum : The good pleafare of Hit will. And therefore 
bti poidi cfle to hold, that ele&ion to life is made upon forefight of faith, 
no’jiquid vSi good workes, the right ufe of free-will, or any created 
ficut mhi'i pot»ft motive, is not onelyc falfe, and wicked; but alio an igno- 
^^0^X7* ranc a°d abfurdTenent. To fay no more at this time, it robi 
Tm.} tn.dun. Godof his All-fufficiency, making Him goeoutof Him- 
Χ/ίΧ* tZ , · ^e^e> looking to this or that in the creature, upon which 
Non enim beut His will may bee determined to eleft. The Schoole-men 

though otherwife a rotten generation of Divines, yet are 
adiiiquid agcni right in this.
ΚΕ’λ . *· Tllat diftinftion which Hearne from my * Matter, in 
alio in voiendo his-heavenly Sermons publiihed fince his death, doth leade 

unt0 a“S^c’ and truely inlighten this Head-fpring of all our 
in I· Sent* good. I. Some aHions of Gods love unto its, faith hee, are ft 

^■4°· in Chrift, that they are wholly ffiRiended on Him, and his we- 
JJivins volunta- · . . J > r , r·
tls non iDl u m rits are the onely procuring caufe of them: tor example, For- 

va giuen^ fe offinnes, is an aftion of Cjods love unto us ,■ and yet this 
per modern ob- wholly depends upon Chrift , and his merits; fo that his preci· 

out Blood muft either procure this mercy for us from God, elfe 
6um cieacurx , never bee forgiven·, and this, and the like love of

' ^both inChrift, and for Chrift. 2. There are fame 0· 
aliud, fed Tola fuatKer Elions of Gods love, which arife mecrely andonely out of 
> abfo!utewill of Cod , without any concurrence of Chrifts we·
H· i ^s the eternallpurpofe of God, whereby Hee hath deter·

meft yer.^mined to chufe fame men to falvation; this is an action of Gods 
Miff rlove_ meertlj riftng out of His abftlute will, mthout Chrift

•f Qcd. lobn merits, r or Chrift is a ZAlediatour , and all hu merits are the 
upon Rom^V. ^(f^!ofhis love, not the caufe of it. And yet this love, thou ft 
^4- it be not for Chrift, yet u it in Chrift, Eph. f 11. According to

i the 

1
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the eternall purpofe, which hee wrought in Chrift lefus our 
Lord ; that is, in regard of the execution of it; for even this 
eternall purpofe, and all the a fltons of Gods love, which arife 
from his abfolute Will, are effefled, and brought topafein and 
through Chrift.

3. Wee make an eftimateof the abfolute, and infinite, 
frankehefle of this unconceiveable love of God to his, which 
reacheth from everlaftingto everlafting, by looking upon 
that goodly, faire, fweet, amiable creature defcribed, Eze* 
chid 16. In the beginning of the Chapter, ihee lies moft fil­
thy and foule, tumbling in her owne blood , pittied by no 
eye,abhorred of all; which loathfomnefle ihould rather have 
begot loathing, then love: averfion and hate, then affeftion, 
and liking : yet God Himfelfe doth there profefle, out of 
a melting pang, and overflowing abundance of His free 
grace, that, that time was unto Him the time of love: Hee 
fpred his skirt over her, and covered her nakednefte. In a 
word : after ihee was drefled, and adorned with Gods moft 
skilfull and mercifull hand,ihee became a moft lovely thing : 
Firft, waihed with water, cleanfedfrom blood, anointed 
withoyle; thencloathed with broidered worke, ihodwi.th 
Badgers skinne, girded about with fine linnen, covered with 
filke, decked with ornaments of filver and gold: with brace­
lets upon her hands, a chaine on her necke, a Jewell on her 
forehead, caterings in her eares, and a beaucifull Crowne 
upon her head, fedde with fine flower, honey and oyle; 
fo that ihee became exceeding beautifull, and renowned 
through the whole World, for her perfect comelinefle, even 
mine owne comelinefe, which I put upon her, faith the Lord 
God. ,

Vfes : i. All praife then is due unto lehovah, the Author 
of all our good, the Fountaine of all our blifle , the Well- 
fpring of immortality and life whereby we live, and moove, 
and have our beeing, our naturall being , the beeing of our 
outward ftate; our gracious being, the everlaftingnefle of 
our glorious ftate. Were the holieft heart upon earth enlar­
ged, to the vaft comprehenfion of this great Worlds wide- 

nefle 5 
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nefl'e; nay, made capable of all the glorious and magnificent· 
Hallcbi-jahs, and hearty praifes offered to lehovab , both by 
all the Militant, and Triumphant Church; yet would it 
come infinitely Ihort of fufficiently magnifying, admiring, 
and adoring the inexplicable myfterie, and bottomlefle depth i 
ofthisfree, independant mercy, and loveofGod, the Foun· 
taine, and firft Moover of all our good 1 Wee may and are 
bound, to blefle God for all the meanes, instruments, and fe- 
cond caufes, whereby it pleafeth God toconferre, andcon- 
vey good things unto us: but we muft reft principally, with 
lowlieft thoughts of moft humble and heartieft praifeful- 
nefle, at the Well-head of all our welfare, Ze^w^blefled for 
ever, We receive a great deale of comfort, and refrelhment 
from the Moone and Starres; but we muft chiefly thanke the 
Sunne: from the greater Rivers alfo; but the maine Sea i$ 
the Fountaine. Angels, Minifters, andMenmaypleafure 
us j but lehavah, is the principall. Let us then imitate thofe 
Lights of Heaven, and Rivers of the Earth; doe all the good 
we can with thofe good things God hath given us by his in· 
flruments; and then reflect backe cowards,and returne all the 
glory and praife unto the Sunne of righteouihefle, and Sea 
of our falvation. The beames of the Moone and Starres 
returne as farre backe to glorifie the face of the Sunne, which 
gave them their beautie, as they can poffibly, untill they 
bee reflected, or determine by neceflary expiration, the 
Sunnes ejaculatory power being finite: Let us iemblably 
ever fend backe to Gods owne glorious Selfe , the hononr 
of all His gifts, by a fruitfull improvement of them, in 
fetting forth his glory, and by continuall fervent ejacula­
tions of praife, to the utmoft poflibilitie of our gracious 
hearts.

And here I cannot hold, but muft needs moft juftly com- 
plaine of the hateful 1, intolerable unthankefulneffe of us in 
thisKingdome, the happieft people under the Cope of Hea­
ven, had we hearts enlarged to conceive aright of Gods ex­
traordinary love, and fuch miraculous mercies, as never Na­
tion enjoyed! Walke over the World; Perufc φβ whole .

face
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face of the Earth, fr.om Eaft to Weft, from North to South,....... .  
which is above one and twenty thoufand miles about, both to beget fecurity, 

wayes j and from one fide of Heaven co another 5 chon (halt 
not finde fuch another i 11 ightened G often fit this Hand,where-
in we dwell. Of fixe parts of the Earch, five are not Chrifti- Kf'· f'hrrt'"'.1 
ans, and in Chriftcndome, what other part is fo free from the^£v\ (̂^ 
reigne of Popery , the rage of Schifme, or the deftroying idji™ i^e, 

Sword? Or wherebefides doth the Gofpel Ihine with fuch ‘7 
glory, truth and peace ? Or in what nooke of the World Gid, »im> « 
are there fo many faithfull Soules, who cry unco God day h^uU1̂ - 
and night, againft the abominations of the times; for the fid Majefic J 

prefervation of the Gofptll; that Gods name may bee gio- 
rioufly hallowed, His Kingdomecome, His will be done in bnntifiUy. 

everyplace, and themfelvesierve him with truth of heart?
And yet we are too ready, if we have not the heighth of our 
defires,and our wils to the fill,in ftead of patience,teares,and 
prayers, which beft become the Saints; to embitter all other 
bleflings, and to difcover moft horrible unthankfulnefle of 
them, by repining,grumbling, and difcontent; I am fure, by 
not rejoycing ( as we ought) in every good thing, whichthe Lord 
tur-God hath given unto w; and by not improoving the ex« 
traordinarinefle ofihis mercies, to our more glorious fervice 
of Him, and more humbly and precifely walking before 
Him. Give me leave therefore in fliort, to revive and refreih 
your memories, with reprefentation of fome generall heads, 
onelyof thofe innumerable fpeciall favours, with which 
Gods mercifull hand hath crowned this Kingdome , for the 
fluting up, and enlarging our hearts, cotheentertainement 
and exercife of this moft neceflary, and moft negle&ed du- 
tie of praiiing lehova. And· here, wee of this Nation may a 
gi eat deale more juftly, and rightly lay, chan die French 
Chronicler, in thePreface to his Story, That we have lived in 
a time of Miracles: our Pofteritie will hardly beleeve the 
wonders done in our dayes. Was it not a miraculous mer­
cy, that fuch a glorious noone-tide of theGofpell, as wee 
have e njoyed all our life long, ihould fpring out of the dark- 
eft mid-night of damned Popery, which unhappilyfeized

upon
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upon the face of this Kingdome in the time of Queene Ζ/λ- 
ry; efpeciall watched extraordinarily, and moftftrongly 
guarded by all the policy of hell, and power of the Pope ? 
that the blood of thole blefled Martyrs ihould bring forth 
fmce, iiich a world of Gods fincere worlhip, and io ma­
ny thousands of gracious Soules, who are already crowned 
with everlasting blifle ? That Queene Elizabeth^ thatmatch- 
lefle Princefle, and Pearle ot the World, ihould inthofe· 
fiery times bee preferved in fafety, as a fweet harmelefle 
Lambe, amidft fo many mercilefle Rcmilh Wolves, who 
implacably thirfted for her precious life ? Was it not a won­
der, that the facred hand of that felfe-fame crowned.blefled 
Lady, nextunderGods Almighty One, ihould in dcipight 
of all the Powers of Darknefle, and Popifh rage, raiie our 
true Religion, as it were by miracle from the dead , athing 
which the World fb little hoped to fee; that even they, 
which beheld it done, fcarfly beleeved their owne fenfesat 
the firft beholding ? That afterward, the Silver line of her 
much-honoured life Ihould bee hid in the endlefle maze of 
Gods bottomlefle mercies, from the fierce affaults of fo ma­
ny Popifh Buis, fuch a prodigious variety of murderous com- 

tniexceUwy plotments againft her facred. Perlon; and all thofe defptrate 
efGcdtpnideKce Aflafms of Rome, who all her life long hunted full greedily 
qtfdfJefrL after her Virgin blood 2 * And was not our deliverance in 

Eighty eight a Miracle, when the Sea fought for us, and her 
uje'vfi. proud waves enlarged themfelves to fwallow up quicke their 

tnoj that bicff'd prouder burden J There was a day, as many of us may re­
. member, which the Papifts called, The long-looktforDay^ 

many cnemei, (0 the Day which foculd pay for all: They meant the Day, 
Queene Elizabeth Ihould dye. About which, their

, Phreati falfc prophets were fo confident and hopefull, that they ex- 
Pecftd upon the blood of that Day, to have built their Idola- 

Cuyu.Extemmn. trous Babell againe : For they would needs foretell, that it 
would bee a blood? Day, y By the uncertainty of the next 

of ueii^d poo Heit e (faid one of them in the late Queenesdayes ) our Conn­
Libel trey is in the weft dreadfull, and. deaerate cafe^ in the greatift

rrifrj,andwoftdangercmt(rfKeS)thatt'veritVi'adfncei or be­
. fore 
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fore the Conqucft··, and farre worfe then any Countrey of Chri- 
fiendome,by the certainty of mofi bloody., civill,andforrein warres : 
all our wealth and felicitie whatfoever, depending upon a few 
tsneertaine dayes of Queene Elizabeths life. Clouds of blood 
(faith z another ) hang in the Aire, which at the death of 
Queene Elizabeth will diiTolve, and raine downeupon Eng- ^cafpuncip.s 

land, which then is expe&ed as a prey to the ambition of zjas, cujus feput- 

neighbour-Nations. I am fure,the falfe prophet fpaketothis t?u"^'nl vo"gu 

fenfe. And what comes of all this ? when the Day came, & naufragmm 

God, even wrought a miracle of mercy for the comfort of
this Kingdome,and further confufion ofinch tellers,and fore- -Crtcwm inCu- 

tellers of lyes; * For the Sunrefet, andno night followed: the
fame mercifull hand at the fame time cro wned Queene Eli- Republics mm. 

zabeth with immortall glory, andfetthe earthly Crowne of 
this Kingdome upon King lames his head, without {heading ingento moles 
fo much as one drop of blood. And was it not a miraculous &n_
mercy to have fuch a King, after fuch a Queene ? who hath entorima imbrium 
already, next under that mightie God, by whom Kings
reigne,continued the Goipell unto us, and preferved us, from p^jere ccrvici- 
the deftroying Sword now full twenty yeares: And what doe tus dcipicictis. 

you thinke,were twenty yeares Peace, and the enjoyment of
,the Gofpell, worth,were it to be bought ? Who hath enno-EI,a *n pr®^ 

bled this Kingdome forever, by his excellent Writings, in .
the caufe of Religion againft Antichrift, which would have * triftict hbmtnu 

created a great deale of honour to a private man, minding / 'J £ 

nothing elfe: How iiluftrious then doe they make our King? wi.

Thechilde unborne will blefle King lames .for hispremoniti- * Mi,*cu’0’ 
on to all the Princes, and tree States of Chnftendome; and hfccura· 
that Royall Remonftrance , againft the rotten, and peftileot 
Oration ofthe French Cardinally the utter,and triumphant 
overthrow of-ic; penned in that Hile, that none can poflibly 
reach, buta learned King: his Golden pen hath given fuch 
ablowto thatbeaftof Rome, thathe will never be able to 
ftand upon his foure legs againe: bee hath Riot out of his 
Royall bow fuch keene arrowes, taken out of the quiver of 
GodsBooke., which will hang in the tides of that skarlet 
Whore, and make her lame as long as fhee lives. Did hee not 

feale
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feale as an Iriftrument of his hand,as it were,co teftifie his in­
vincible cleaving to the Truth, which he hath fo excellently, 
and unanfwerably defended with his Pen, the lame day hee 
gave the Noble Princeffe, afecond Elizabeth, totheTWd. 
thei Hath he not moft happily and feafonably flopped the 

- hafty torrent of the Arminian Seft,and the domineering rage 
of bloody Duels,&c ? And was not the difeovery and deli­
verance from the Powder-plot, that great aftonilhment of 
Men and Angels, one of the moftunparalelled and mercifull 
Miracles,that ever the Church of God tailed ? Is it not admi­
rable in the eyes of all Chriftendome, that the onely Daugh­
ter of our King, unworthily hunted up and downe like a 
Partridge in the Mountaines, ihould with iuch Heroicall 
height of Spirit paffe thorow fo many infupportable dangers, 
difficulties,and indignities, impolfible to be forced upon La­
dies by generous ipirits, and as impoffible to be borne and 
overcome, but by an invincible fpirit; and that Sheeand all 
her Royall little Ones ihould be ftiII fafe in the golden Cabi­
net of Gods fweeteft providence ϊ And co crowne all with a 
wonder of greateft aftonilhment, doe not we all,that are the 
Kings faithfulleft Subje&s, almoftfeareftill, left we be in a 
dreame, that Prince Charles, theFlowreof Chriftendome, 
Ihould returne home io 1 To fay no more: Away then with 
all fowre, melancholike, caufelefle, finfull difeontent. And 

>Μ0·»,Μ·5· Praife je the Lordfing unto the Lord a new fang, andhispraift, 
in the congregation of the Saints. Let Ifracl rejoyce in him that 
wade him : let the children of Zion be joy full in their King. For 
the Lord taketh pleafure in his people : Hee -will beautife the 
meek? withfalvation. Let the Saints be joy fill in glory : let them 
fing aloud upon their beds. Ina word, let us of this Hand, as we 
have juft caufe, above all the Nations of the earth,and above 
all Ages of theChurch,from the very firft creation ofr^praife 
lehova moft heartily,infinitely, and for ever.

a, Never hit any in the teeth with deformitie of body, 
dulnefle of conceit, weakenefle ofwit,poorenefle in outward 
ftate,bafenefle of birth,&c. For who makes thee to differ from 

x.Cortf. Another? Either,
( In
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In carnail gifts, as comebneffe of body, beauty, feature, fta- 

ture, wic,ftrength,&c.See lob 10.10,1 i.Pfal.i 39.13,14,16.
In civill endowments,or any artificial! skilljuntil 1 it come 

even unco matters of Husbandry : See Ifaiah 28.26.
In outward things, ktl’fal. 127. More particularly, in 

preferment, and promotion, fee P#Z. 75.6,7. In children, 
I Sam.1.2']. P/alAiy. 3. In a good wife, fee 19.14.

In fpirituall things,fee E^ech. 16.* In any thing thou canft * Μ··43»ί· 
name. We are all framed of che fame mold,hewed out of the 
fameRocke, made, as it were, of the fame cloth, the fheares, Phii.t.w 
as they fay,onely going betweene; it is therefore onely the e£h 2™.’ 
free love and grace of God, which makes all the difference.

Whereupon, it was an excellent fpeech of the laft French 
King,as his Chronicler reports: When I was borne, there were h'‘ 
athoufandother joule snore borne: what have I done unto God, ρ3άι:ί,! 
more then they ? It is his meere grace and mercy, which doth 
often bind me more unto his jufiice ; for the faults of great men 
are never fmall.

Let none then, I fay, over-looke, difdaine, orbrow-beate 
their brethren, byreafonof any extraordinarinefle of gifts, 
eminency of·parts, Angularity of Godslpeciall favour, or 
indulgence towards him in any good thing , which he denies 
toothers. Efpecially, thy felfe being vouchfafed the mercy 
of converfion j never infolently and imperioufly infult over 
thofe poore foules, who are befide themfelves in matter of 
falvation, who like miferable drudges, damne themfelves in 
the Divels flavery, and iiitfer their corrupt nature to carry 
them to any villany, lull, or lewd courfe. Alas I our hearts 
ihould bleed within us, to behold fo many about us, to im- 
brew their cruel! hands in the blood of their owne foules, by 
their ignorance, worfdlinefle, drunkenneile, Juft, lying, fcof- 
fingatprofeiTion, hating to be reformed, &c. What heart, 
except it be hewed out of the hardeft rocke, or hath fuckt 
the breftsof mercilefleTygers, but would yerne, and weepe, 
to fee a man made of the fame mold with himfelfe, wilfully, 
as it were, againft the Miniftery of the Word, a thoufand 
warnings, and Gods many compaffionate invitations, to call

C himfelfe 
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himfelfe body and foule into the endlefle, eafelefle, and reme- 
dilefle miferies of Hell ? And the rather ihould we pitty, and 
pray for fuch an one, whofollowes the fwingeof his owne 
heart, to his owne everlafting perdition, becaufe, as I faid 
before,there went but the iheares between the matter where· 
of we were all made; onely the free mercy, goodnefle and 
grace of God makes the difference, if hee ihould give us o- 
ver to the unbridled current of our corrupt nature, we might 
be as bad,and run riot into a world of wickednefle, as well as 
he; if the fame God vifit him in mercy, he might become e- 
yery way as good or better,then we.

3. If the free love of God, bee the fountaineof all out 
good; away then with that fained fore-fight of faith, right 
ufeof free-will, goodworkes, which ihould move God to 
eleft before all etemitie; and that Luciferian felfe-conceit 
of preient merit, a fit monftrous brood of that beaft of Rome, 

aTheffi a. 4 who oppofeth and exalteth himfelfe above all that if called God. 
Forworkes meritorious fore-feene, are equally oppofite to 
Grace, as workes meritorious really exifting. Here you muft 
call to minde thofe eight confiderations, which I oppofed a- 
gainft that wicked Tenent of Meric, which doth juftly merit 
never to tafte of Gods free mercy.

From the iecond point in thefe words: Thefe are the ge­
nerations of Noah] whereas the fame and memoriallof all the 
Families upon Earth befides, lay buried and rotting in the 
gulfe of everlafting oblivion,as their bodies in the univerfall 
grave of Waters; the family of Noah, a righteous and holy 
man, is not onely preferved in iafety from the generail De- 
lugejbuthis generations regiftred and renowned in the Booke 
of God, and conveyed along towards the Lord lefus, as his 
Progenitors and precedent Royall Line; I obferve this 
point t

Dolt. Perfonall goodnefle is a good meanes to bring fafe- 
ty, honour, and many comfortable bleflings upon poftcricie: 
fee DeM.3.29. Exod.20.6. Pfal. 37.26. Prov. 20.7. and II. 
^i.Pfal.m.i^. Λ&.2.39.

Reafon. x. Parents profefling Religion in truth, make 
conicience: 
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conference of praying for their children, before they have 
them, as did *Ifaac, b Hannah: When they are quiche in aGen.15.t1; 
the wombe, as dide Rebeckah: When they are borne, as did 
& Zachariah: In the whole courfe of their life, asdici'/ci; di.uk. 
At their death , as did f Jfaac, And prayers wee know, are ' 
for the purchafing of all favours at the hands of God, either 
for our felves, or others, the moft undoubted foveraigne 
meanes we can poffibly ufe.

a. Godly Parents doe infinitely more defire to fee the 
true feareof God planted in their childrens hearts, then, if it 
were poflible, the imperiall Diadem of the whole Earth fet 
upon their heads. And therefore their principall care is, and 
the Crowne of their greateil joy ihould bee, by good exam­
ple, religious education, daily inftru&ion, loving admoniti­
ons, feafonable reproofes, reftraint from wicked company, 
the corruptions of the times, &c. by all deareft meanes, and 
utmoft endeavours, to leave them gracious, when they goe 
out of this world. And Godlinefe, faith Pauf hath the promife χγΰη.4. <„ 
of the life that novo is, and of that which is to come. It gives 
right and full i nt ere It to all the true honour, bleflings and 
comforts which areto be had in Heaven, or in Earth.

3. Children are ordinarily apt, outofa kindly inflind of 
natural! lovingnefle, from many and ftrongeft motives, to 
imitate, and follow their Parents, either in bafeneffe, or bet­
ter carriage, to heaven, or hell.

4. A Father that truely feares God, dare not for his heart 
heapeup riches, or purchafe high roomes for his children, by 
wrong-doing, or any wicked wayes of getting; whereupons 
both he and his, fare farre the better, and happily decline the 
flaming edge of thofe many fearefull curfes denounced in 
Gods Booke,againft all unconscionable dealers. Such as that, 
Ecclefaf.'j. 1 3,14. There ύ a fore evill which I have feene un­
der the Sunne, namely, riches kept for the owners thereof to their 
hurt. But thefe richesperi/h by evill travell, and hee begetteth a 
fonne, andthere is nothingin his hand. And Habac. 2. p, 10. 
Woe to him thttt coveteth an evill covetoufiefe to his houfe , 
that hee way fit his nefi on high, that hee way bee delivered

C 2 from
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from the power of evill. Thou haft confiilted ftame to thy houfe, 
by cutting of many people, and haft finned againft thy foule,

Vfcs: I.· Wouldeft chou then have chy little babes thou 
loveit io dearely, blefled upon earth) truely noble, Gods fa­
vourites, meete thee in Heaven ? Be holy thySelfe. Men 
are very carefull and curious to have their feed-corne, and 
breed of cattell choife, and generous; and will they not 
endeavour to nurture, manage, and conduft the immortal! 
foulesof their children with grace, by godlyeducation, to 
the higheft' advancement,of which thofe noble natures are ca­
pable,everlaftingbliffe,fruition of all heavenly jpyes, world 
without end?

2. This may alfo ferve to reproove, and · corredt thofe co­
vetous Bedlams, that labour more to have their children 
great, than good; rich, than religious. It is a madnefle of 
chatkinde, which wanteth termes to exprefle it: That a Man 
ihould goe to Hell himfelfe, and fit his children to follow
him, in feeking to eftablilh his houfe, and raifehis pofferitis, 
by Sacriledge, Simony, Bribery, Vfury, Oppreflion; Depo­
pulation, or any other courfe of cruelty; and wrong. For fo 

g Qnxiiamq; dA- they lay their £ foundation in fire-worke, which is able to 
neceffiS -Xo’ blow up themfelves and their poilerity, body and foule, roote 

- pertas inquis hqc atli] branch.
3· Let this fill the heart of the dying Chriftian with 

fweeteft peace. For whereas the bloody knife of prophan'e 
_____ mens unconfcionable and cruell negligence in training up 

les divine incert:. their children religioufly, doth ftick full deepe in their foules; 
and leaving this life, they bequeath unto them the curfe 'of

qui proprerca noi
debcs rapinam ex
crcere· Nam ta-

fiint: Tu vero ra-l
Ies congregans ~
non aiitcr tiicis iGprd, together with their ill gotten goodshee happi- 
g«iu V ^us confidence, by reafon of his former thirty de* 
nam aidificii, fui
fundaments jaciat, fcTpondeat, Propter (rigoris, acpluviimctum. At ob idipfum non debebat fundz. 
mentum in arenam locari. Namita, ventus, ac oimbimox illuj iubvcrtnnc. Itaque. fi ditefccre voles, 
nemincm circumvcniis· Si liberistuis voles divitias traders , juftas acquire. Illa· quippe manentt, ac 
firmc perfiftunt. Qua verb talcs non funt, confeftim peieunt,ac corriimpuntur· -------- Si verb omninb 
ditelccre cupis,(res enim ifta necedaria non eft) quibus tandem divitiis magis fnii voles'? An vitKlotigi" 
oiis ? At qni ex rapto ditelcunt, modicoplcrumquc tempore durant. Nam fatpcnumcro raping & im- 
polhua: patnas danr, mortem videlicet immaturain, idque itamr poiTeffis , nifi brevi moment fnii non 
licet, & abeuntes Gchennam fortiantur. Fir vero &: hoc fupe,ut ex deUtiis, laboribus Sc cutis agritu- 
dine» filuiplis confcifcwtSpercant, C!iryf^· Serw.a· in 2. adE}h·

fire
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fire and fincere endeavour to doe his children good fpiritual- 
]y, freed from the horrour of fuch blood-guiltinefie, and 
leaves diem co chat comfortable outward eftate, which no in­
jury or ufury hath impoyfoned , and to that never-failing 
providence of our heavenly Father, whjch then is wont to; 
worke moft graciouily, and bountifully for us, when wee 
renouncing the arme of fiefli, the favour of man, riches of 
iniquitie, and all fuch broken ftaves of reede, depend moft 
upon it. If we will needs be our owne carvers for things of 
this life, either by right or wrong, fraud or faire dealing, all 
is one, fothatwe may thrive and grow great in the world g 
then are wc juftly call off from all mercifull care over us, and 
expofedtoruineand curie- But if we reft fincerely for our 
felves and ours upon the all-powerfull providence^ it will 
never faile, nor foriake us, but ever exrrcile, and improove 
its fweetneffe and wifedome, for our true and everlafting 
good.

• In the third Point, adefcription of Noahs fpirituall ftate, 
which is the compleat Character of a trueChriftian ; con- Foa* 
lifting of three Attributes: I. h luftnefle. 2. 1 Sinceritie. Tn^ 
3, Piety. I collect from the firft this note: τί-

Dobl. Every truly religious Man, is alfo a righteous, and ac 
true-dealing man. From the fecond, this: ,Ggni-

! Dott. Sinceritie is the finew, and Touch-ftone of true ft car homincm 

Chriftianitie.
But thefe two, I have fo often prefled in the c-ourfeof my fi^eirum/rmn* 

Miniftery, that I will pafie by them at this time. ¥ ’̂l*u«n i" ^u*
Looke what kinde of honefty to men that is, which is prch^idiw! red 

not accompanied with Religion towards God; the fame is onu,ia 
that Religion towards God, which is not attended with ho- re'co^rXnt'^ 

Heftie to men. Vnhonefi religion, irreligiow honefl], Unfln· Muf»· . 
cerereliqionandhoneflj, are all in one predicament, as they Neca’an 
fay, ana all out of the right path. If thou have reipect one-noftcr ioterpres 

2y to the Commandements of the firft Table, and outward vertlt’ intc· 
’ grum, hnccnitn,

. non fucatu Mere.
m nunc locum, an Semetimet ύ the fame that,°or\ faudulentus conGliiSjUon varius, fed ϊϊηιρίας, a- 
pud'iajn. nonpcrfcaionemabfolurafanftitatis, fcdfinccritatcmcordis ,& piecatis fignificat’

iolam Deus a nobis nunc exigit : ficut dicitur, i Tict-i. 5. Finis mandtti eft,See. Per·

C 3 performance,
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performance of religious fervices; buc neglect duties of the 
fecond, and confcionable carriage co tby brethren; Thou art 
buc aPharife, aridformall Proteflour: If thou dealeft juftly 
with thy neighbour, and yet be a ftranger to the myftery of 
godlinefle, canfl not pray, fanftifie the LordsDay, fubmit to 
aiincere and fearching Miniftery, &c. which the firft Table 
enjoynes; Thou arc but a meere civ ill man: If thou put on 
a flourish; and outward face onely, of obedience and confor- 

■ mipe to both >, and yet be true-hearted in neither, as did the 
Pharifees, AJatth.i^.i^. 23. thouartbuc a grofle Hypocrite. 
Beare thy felfe holily towards God, honeitly towards Man, 
and true-heartedly towards both, or thou art no Body in 
ChriftsKingdome, buc ftili in the gall of bitternefle, and 
bond ofiniquitie. pVLtor\righteonfnefe, and true holinefe in 
this life, or thou foalt never putonaCrowne of glory inthe 
life to come.

In Ηήgeneration J which were many, and mainely cor­
k Non a voifi Chen flood out, and ftucke unto God
miliniditie ' ab- thorow fo many k ages; and againft fo1 wicked a world; we 
hoiret atcatis dix- may learne.
H n^ncro f! qno De fl. That conflancie is ever an infeparable Attendant 
radius «prime-upon true Chriflianitie. But becaufe a double conflancie is 
ux’,mvifius heere implyed: 1. One in refpeft of Continuance of time: 
arhJeta fuerit 2. Another in reipeft of oppoficion to the corruptions of the 
SSlwS times; I may obferve two points.
runt,Celo. inca/d Doti. i. Graceoncetruely rooted in the heart, can never 
1 MkabHc fuiil temOOVed. $ee this puipofe,2?ow.l I.2p.J/^rZ>,24.24, 
conftantix exem4 I Uh. 2. ip.2/· lohn IO. 28. Rom. 8. 35, Luk? 22. 3 2, 
plum, quodundi- 2 C l z, ,2 Ephef . ,θ & 
quclcelerum fa?-’ - 1 . r J ’
wc tiicumdanu^ Realons may be taken, from 
dT'nj^conl ’· The dearenefle, ftrength, conflancie, inviolablenefle of 
traxir3 ibid. God the Fathers love unto His Children. Iris dearer then a

I Mothers,to her fweeteft Babe, I fa. 49.15. It is flronger then 
i! tbemountaines , 54. io. It is as conftant as the couries
! of the S wine, and Moone, and Starres^ ofthe day and ofthe night, 
. 7^.31.35,36,and 33.20, 21. It is as fore, as God Himfelfe,

I' 2. Chrifti
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3. Chrifts triumphant fefliou and interceflion at His Fa­
thers right hand. Which may forever, with fweeteft'peace, 
and freedome from ftaviih trembling,aflure us of our rooted- 
nefle in Chrift, conftancie in grace, and everlafting abode 
with him in the other World. Hee that will rent us from 
Chriftsmyfticall Body, being once implanted into Him by a 
lively fruitfull Faith,and bleikdly knit unto Him by His Spi­
rit, as faft as the finewes of His precious Body are knitunte 
His bones, His flefh to his finewes, and His skin to His flefli; 
muft pull Him out of Heaven , and remoove Him from the 
right hand of His Father. What fo furious or infernall pow­
er can or dare lay a finger on us in this kinde I He hath taken 
the poiioning power out of every thing, that ihould hurt us, 
or hale us backe to hell. He hath conquered, captivated, car­
ried in triumph, and chained up for ever all the enemies of 
our foules, and enviers of our falvation. They may exercife 
usinthemeanetimefor our good; but they ihall never be 
able to execute their malicious wils, or any mortall hurt up­
on us, either heere, or in the next life.

3. The irrevocable obfignation of the blefled Spirit, Eph. 
1.13,14. and 4.30. And who or what, can or dare, reverfe 
the Deed, or breake up the Seale of the holy Ghoft.

Heerethen, as you fee, die blefled Trinitie is the un- 
mooveable ground of our going on in grace.

4. The lading andimmortall power of the Word, once 
rooted in a good and honeft heart, Luke 8. 15, 1 Pfter 
1. 23.

$. The certaintie andfweetnefle of promifes tothispur- 
pofe, Jer. 31. 39,4©. Zech.io. 12. John 8.12. 2 Saw. 7.14, 
15. Tfal. 89.31, &c.

6. The force and might of Faith, 1 2,3,4,y.
7. Theefficacieof Clirifts Prayer, Ltii. John 17. 

I J, 20. Rom. 8. 34.
8. The durable vigour of faving graces. Ich. 4. 14. Row'. 

τι.29.
9· The inabilitie, nay, impoflibilitie of all caufes, or crea­

tures to plucke out of Gods hand, John 10. 29, or to draw
C 4 any
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any of His to a totall ot fiiull falling away.
g, Itisnotthe Divell himlclfe candoeit, i John 

X8.
a, It is not the world, I lob* 5.4. Iohni6.^,
3. It is not the concurrent fury, and united forces of 

all the powers of darkeiiefle, LMatth.i 6.18.
4. Itisnotfinnq, 2 Sam.
5. It is not weakenefle of “Faith, and ocher graces, 

Mattb. 12. 20. 3.
& It is not the impofture of fa Lie prophets, Mttthi 

24.24.
7» It is no creature, or created power, Rom. 8. 3 8, 

3^· . . ,
Vfit: I. This Point thus confirmed, doth confound that 

forlorneTenent of the Popifh Do&ors, which tclsusthata 
juftified and fanftified Man may fall finally and totally from 
grace. In which I have heretofore upon other occafion in 
^our hearing, punctually refuted thofe which I conceived 
BeHarmines beft Arguments. I will not then trouble you now 
with his Sophiftry againe.

3. This Tweet and precious Truth may erowne the hearts 
of all thofe that are truly Chrift%with joy unfpeakeable and 
glorious. Let new Converts and Babes in Chrift, who are 
wont to bee very fearefull and much troubled, left they 
ihouldnot holdout, becaufeupon their firft entrance into 
ahewayesof Chriftianitie, they are cunningly and concur­
rently encountred with fo many oppositions: From' the Di- 
vell, which then rageth extraordinarily: From the World, 
which then tendereth moe and more alluring baites: From 
She Flefh, which naturally is very impatient of any fpirituall 
fnafflc: From earn all Friends, who cannot endure their for- 
wardnefle: From their old Companions, who cry out, They 
are turning Puritanes: From the Times, which lowre and 
looke fowre upon their zealel Sometimes from the Father 
which begat them; from the Mother which gave them iucke; 
from the Wife whieh lies in their bofome; from a world of 
enemies to grace: I fay, in fuch a cafe Let them grafpe in the

armes



armes of their Faith, the proofes and promifes in the prefent 
Point and ride on, becaufe of the Word of Truth. Let them 
fweetly, with full affurance, and unconquerable refolution, 
repofe upon that everlaftjng encouragement,for the finifliing 
ofcheir ipirituall building, which Zerubbabel received from 
the mouth of God Himfelfe,forfuccefle of the material!, and 
Type of this: Not by fright and power, but by my Spirit, faith Zcch.4'67· 

the Lord of Hefts. Who art thou, Ό great mowntaine ? before 
Z erubbabel thou /halt become a plaine, and hee flail bring foorth 
the headftone thereof with floutings, crying, Grace, grace un­
to it.

And that they may more comfortably and con&antly goe 
on, let them caft their eyes betime upon thefe and the like 
cautions, at their very firfl giving their names unto Chrift.

i. Propofe fueh interrogatories as thefe to thine owne 
heart: Art thou content to abandon thy boibmeiinhe; the 
fenfuall froth of former m pleafbres, hereafter to delight in m Delkatus «g 
God, as thy chiefeft joy ? Canft thou take up thy crofle, and m v»lup- 
follow Chrift His Truth and holy tracke, amidft the many cwcm concupiC- 

by-paths that leade to hell, and different opinions of multi- umfl'Xs, π hoc 

tudes of men ϊ Art thou willing to fuffer adverfitie,difgrace, exiftimas voiup- 

anddifcountenance with the righteous, and contemned god­
ly Ones? Canftthou endure to have things laid unto thy ' *
charge,thou never didft, thoughtft, or dream’dfl on ? To be­
come the Drunkards fong$ a By-word to thefi that are viler 
then the earth; cssuftck^ at the feafts of thofe that ft in the gate, 
&c. In a word,for Chrifls fake to deny thy felfe, thy world­
ly wifedome, naturallwit, carnall friends, old companions, 
pleaiiires, profits, preferments, eafe, excellency of learning, 
acceptation with the world, outward ftate, libertie, life, or 
whatelfe thou canft name deareft unto fiefli and blood ? If 
thine heart anfwer not affirmatively, (I meane out of the re­
folution of a well-advifed regenerate judgement: for I 
know, the flefh will grumble and reclaime:) thou wilt cer­
tainly fall away, or end in formalitie,

2. Looke to thy repentance; that it be fincere, univerfall, 
conftant, from the heart-roote, for all knowne Cunes, to thy 

dying.
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dying day. i. If fome worldly crofle be the continued prin­
cipal! motive: 2. Or che humour of melancholy: 3. If it 
be confufedly onely for finne, and in generail: 4. Or for 
lome one fpeciall notorious finne onely : 5. Or for fome lef- 
fer finnes, with negleft of greater,as for tything Mint, &c.
6. If it be onely legal 1: 7. But for fome finnes, of what 
kinde foever; leaving but fo much as one knowne finne not 
taken to heart: 8. Or but for a time: All will come to 
naught. A foundation of godly forrow,leafurely, adviiedly, 
and fincerely laid at firft, will be forever after, a comfortable 
encouragement to Faith, fpirituall joy, well-doing,and wal­
king with God.

3. Take the Touch-ftone of fruitfull,powerfull,and fpeci­
all markes,to difcerne and difference juftifying faving Faith, 
from all falfe and infufficient faiths. For a temporary may 
goe farre.

4. Let knowledge and affeftion, like two individual! 
twins, grow up together in thee; and mutually transfufe ipi- 
rituall vigour into each other. Prefume not upon any know­
ledge , with an humble inflamed affeition; neither build 
too much upon the heat of zeale, without the light of know­
ledge : F ither of thefe may be fingle in fome,and chat in fin- 
gularitie, who after may fall away ihamefully.

y. Above all, looke unto thy heart. If thy change were 
Angelical!, in words, aftions, and all outward carriage, and 
yet thy thoughts ftill the fame and referved: thou art but a 

3X1:1.4.14. guilded Tombe, and cannot bee n faved. Let a man take a 
Woolfe,beate him blacke and blue, breake his bones, knocks 
out his teeth, cut away bis clawes, put upon him a Sheeps 
skinne, yetftill he retaines his Woolviih nature: Let a man 
become never fo harmelcfle outwardly, yet without anew 
heart, all is naught.

6. Incorporate thy felfe into the company of Gods peo· 
- pie, by all engagements and obligations of a profitable, inti­

. mace, and comfortable fellowlhip in the Gofpeli. There isa
fecret tye unto conftancie in the communion of Saints. He if 
notlike to walke long, that walketh alone, eipecially, if hes 

‘ ‘ ‘ ' might 
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might enjoy good company. Shunning fociety with the god­
ly, is too Ihrowde a figne of temporary.

7. Confiderwell, (for the contrary is a notable difcove- 
ry of counterfeits) that thy calling to grace muft fettle thee 
more furely in thine honeft particular calling and make thee 
therein more faithfull, confcionable, and painefull.

LetChriftiansalfoof longer Handing, and more ftrEngth, 
in their affaults about perfeverance, have recourfe unto this 
Tower of Truth, and labour to prevent that which they» 
feare:

1. Byconftancie, in a careful luie of all the meanes; the 
Word, Prayer, Conference, Meditation, Sacraments, 
To which, let thempreferve appetite: and praftife that they 
heare, without omiflion or delay. Hee that gives way to a 
heartlefle negleft, or cuftomary hardnefle of heart in the uie 
of the Ordinances, may juftly fufpefthisneerenefletoiome 
fearefull fmne, or fierce temptation; to fome heavy judge­
ment, or dangerous Apoftacie.

2. Afloone as they dilcover any fpirituall weakenefle, os 
decay; aflault, or temptation; let them complaine betime 
Unto the Throne of Grace, and mightily oppole with the fer- 
yenteft prayers of extraordinary private humiliation.

3. Let them keepe perfection ftill in their eye, and aime j 
and towards the attainment thereof, acquire and acquaint 
themfelves with Rules of holy life, daily directions, courfes 
of moft mortified men, &c.

4. Let them watchfully decline all occafions of falling 
backe: Spirituall pride, knowne Hypocrifie, defire to be rich, 
undervaluing and declining the moft fearching meanes, 
forme, and perfunftorinefle m religious duties, difcontinu- 
ance of intimatenefl'e with the godly, negleft of diftra0ti— 
ons upon the Lords Day, &c.

5· Let them confider that all is loft vyhich is paft, if thev 
fall off,2 fohn 8.
^%This former Point of conftancie in grace, did arife from 
confideration of blefled Noahs continuance in goodnefle 
through fo many ages: Now in that he did not conforme to 

the
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ths iniquities of the times, but did ftand unftained,amidft the 
wickedit generations that ever dwelt upon earth: I colleft 
the necefiitie of another conftancie, and that is in refpeit of 
oppofition to the corruptions of times.

Doti. The fervant of God mull not ferve the times. Or 
thus: The true Chriitian ought to ftand at ftaves end with 
the corruptionsof the time.

Reafon. Hee is bound unto it by his Ba'ptifme. Of fuch as 
prophaned themfelves, being Chriftians, with’irreligious de­
light in the Enfignesof Idolatry, heatheniih fpcctacles, 

° Ltt- * 6'8*· {Bowes and ftage- playes, °TertHUian, to ftrike them the more 
deepe, claimeththe promife which they made in Baptiime. 
He is not of the world, lob.i^A^. Hu life is hid with Chrift in 
Ged, Colof. 3.3. There is a fecret heavenly vigour intufed 
into every gracious Soule, by the Sanftifying Spirit, which 
deads itto the world, and makes it delight in God. Hee 
ought to ftdne in the world, at a light in the tnidft of a croo^ei 
Andperverft nation, Phil. 2. y y, Light and darkenefle cannot 
endure one another; neither the power of Grace, thofe 
workesof darkenefle in which the world lyes drowned. Hee 
is by no meanesto he conformed to this world, Rom. 12. 2. nor 
to runne with the wicked to the fame excefe of riot, I Pet. 4.4. 
Hee is now new-borne, and become a Child of Eternity; 
whereby his heart is faloe in love with new and everlafting 
delights; and the eye of hisioule turned from the dung of 
this world, towards the glory of the fecond Life. As the 
worldling cannot relifli thefweet joyesof gracious exercifes: 
fo neither can the Chriftian, the frothy pleafures of good-feh 
lowihip. You can as hardly draw the found Profeflbr to 1 
Conventicle of fwaggering companions· as a good fellow 
£0 a day of humiliation.

Vfes: I. Howfoever then, thou mayeft feeme to ftand on 
Gods ftde, by an artificialbafting of fome aftefted formes in 
Religion, by countenancing the Miniftery, if thou beefl J 
great Man, andoutwardly conforming co the Ordinances1 
yet, if in thy praftife thou beeft plunged into the corruption* 
of the prefer^, and thine heart hanker ftill, and huntin fecre* 

after
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after youthfull delights the lulls of men, moft applauded fa­
shions of the greater part, thou art not a Chriftian in truth, 
but a true counterfeit. Allure thy felfe, if thou fwim downe 
the current, and faile with the tide of the time; thou may eft 
juftly looke every moment, to fall upon the fudden, perhaps 
in the height of thy temporall happinefle, andhotteftgleame 
of thy worldly glory, into the irrecoverable and everlafting 
Lake of brimftone and fire, &c. ■
1 2. Let every one,-Wlio hath given' his name unto Ghrift, 
ever hold it his Crowneand comfort, to hold a ftrong and 
unconquerable counter-motion to the courfes of the world. 
Let him ftill difcover the true noblenefle-of his Chriftian ipi- 
rit, and of a minde fpiritpally generous bygathering vigour, 
growing invincible, from the very oppositions Of the wic­
ked, and villanies of the time.SeeTyh/.l 19,126,127.1 King.
19.14. iThef. 2. 2. ‘ ................. 1

It was the laying of a morall Heathen: Thai to doe Voell, 
where was no danger, was a common thing; but to doe well; where 
was both perifl and oppofition, was the peculiar office of amffii of 
vertue: much more, fay I, of a man of God.' ‘ 11 ' «> Qji. NOahi«

And Noah » walked with God. ] Walking with God;· is the y^)v(!x‘c’ 
topand flower of all Noahs excellencies, and ipirituallfelici- pnrfencan" 
ties upon earth. Whence note}; J i... πί·7 .o 1 ■ v. pn oculis habe-

^DoG. That walking with God, isitlje Orowne'of the
Ghriftians Character. ’ opcrc cauriffimus,

It is the duty and property of every true Chriftian, to
walke with his God; · per inccdcbat, e.

By walking with God, Imeane,a‘fincere-ertdeavour, pun-
dually and precifely to manage, ■ Conduct,1 and difpofe all our omnia confenri- 
aftaires ,othoughts, words and deeds;1 all our behaviours, ?“» «
courles, carnage, and whole coriverfacion; in reverence and neamico.vel Do- 

feare, with humility and finglenefle-of heart, as in the fight
of aninvifibleGod, under the perpetuall 1 prefence of his ambXejni^ 

All-feeirtg} glbrious, pure eye: and by ^comfortable confe- omn':i
J.. 1U1 in omnibus ie

/ r · ~ confornur.
Opus ett crgOj lit hie timor mentes obiicleat, opus eft, .utifte, ouipeccare non vuk, prxfcnrcm fibi 

cogitet, non in publico Colum, fed «iam in domo 5 non in domo i'oKim , fed & in cubiculo, in nofle, 
in kaulO; in corde (ho, Λ»:*#· Tom. io. Hom. 27.

quent,
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quent, co enjoy by the affiftance and exercife of Faith, an un. 
utterable fweet communion, and humble familiarity with 
his holy Majefty : In a word, to live in Heaven upon earth.

Proofes. Gods Covenant and Commandement to tAbra- 
ham, and in him, to all the faithfull unto the Worlds end,re­
quires it, Gen. 17. 1.

The pra&ile and protections of the Saints and iervanu 
of God, feale unto it. Enoch walking with God , Chap. 5, 
was an happy preparative to his extraordinary tranflating to 
glory.

The Lord before whom 1 walke, faith Abraham, Chap. 2$ 
40. will doe thus and thus.

I will walk? before the Lord in the Land of the living, faith 
TJavid^fal. 116.9.

O Lord God of IJrael, faith Salomon, 2 Chron. 6.1$. Thert 
is 90 Godlike thee in the Heaven, nor in the earthy which keeptfi 
covenant, and f eweft mercy unto thy fervants, that walks be­
fore thee with all their hearts.

α fht life of Ga- 
ItAtiw,chap. 28.

Heb· 1

I have walked beforth thee in truth, and with a perfeEl heart, 
faith Hezechiah, 2 King. 20. 3.

And herein doe I exercifi my felfe , to have alwayes a confci- 
ence vayd of offence toward God, and toward men, faith Tani, 
Afis 14.16. which founds the fame way.

Let their money perifh with them, who efteeme all the gold 
in the World, worth one dayesfeciety with lefts Chrift, and kk 
holy Spirit, c faid that noble Marquefle of Vico, well skilled 
and experienced in an heavenly converfing with his God.

Reafon.i .And it muft needs be fo: For howfoever naturall 
men and worldlings, out of their obnoxioufnefle, andfectet 
terrors, flavifhly retire, doe not willingly, neither dare they 
draw neere to that God, which to them is a confining frr} 
yet all thofe, who have truely tailed how gracious and glo­
rious hee is, ihallfindetheirhearts, out of afecrec fenfe oi 
Gods love unto them firft, kindlily inHamed with infinite 
defire to live under the comfortable influence of his plea* 
fed countenance, to enjoy his holy Majefty with conflant 
peace, and an tumble fpirituall accefle and acquaintance 

continually)
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continually. His fpiric of Pray er, infinite love,exercife of re­
pentance , temptations and troubles from Satan; preflures 
and oppreflions from the world, lofle of inward peace, faint- 
nefle of Faith, want of fpirituali ftrength, aflaulc of fome 
fpeciall finne, fweetnefl’e of meditation, daily favours ihoW' 
red downe upon him without number, and above meaiure: 
fore-thought of the great and laft Account, motions of the 
blefled Spirit,fpirituali defertion, &c. but above all, the inex­
plicable bleflednefle,goodnefle, and excellency of that higheft 
Majefty it felfe, drives him to his God many times a day.

2. All Gods loves unto us; His loving kindnefles,prote- 
itions, prefervations, bounty, patience, divine illuminations, 
fpirituali Wellings: Ina word, every linkeof that golden 
chaine of Mercy, Grace and Glory, farre thicker fet with 
fweeteft bleflings in all kinds, then the Heaven with Starres, 

which our.happy Soules have, doe, or Ihall enjoy from the 
firft fpringing of it up (if everlafting could haveany begin­
ning) out of the adored Fountaine of his free grace , to che 
laft moment of eternity in higheft heavenly blifle (if eterni­
ty could poflibly ever determine ) ihould bee fo many keene 
fpurres, deepeft obligations, ftrongeft chaines, to draw our 
hearts moft greedily to this infinite delight in him, and thus 
with an humble familiarity co edverfe with his holy Majefty. 
• 3. Confcioufnefle of our former walking comfortably
with God, fanftifiedby che life of Faith, will mightily and 
incredibly fupport our fpirits and courage in the times of 
confufions andfeare. The d hearts of fenfuali worldlings, 
for want of reconcilement, and acquaintance with God in nt,hacvitafita- 

calme and comfortable times, finke and tremble in the Day 
ofdiftrefle, and Gods dreadfull vifitations, as the heart of a & mem vd ante 

woman in her pangs; and fall afunder in their brefts like r°^j
drops of water. But that happy c One, who in his profperity fi furn ram argritu- 
hath made God his portion, and walked humbly in bis pre- I"10"1 fuiPlce,ur;

J 1 11 conturr.eliam, ii
1· jin.· » 1· · . ■ . pauperratem, feu

aliud tftuumoni quippiam ex infpirato affnturum przvideric, peritilltco 8cconfumitur , C^yM- Γ’η·· 
contraGulam, & etterm corperu volitptotes. c Contra veto qui Spiriru vixerit, BulJa eric fimili ca'anu- 

-CMcobiltiiftus , fed fine cimore, maiftitia , diferimiuc eric, S: quavis tecum mobilirarelupecior : neque 
co viftor evade:, quod nil fit adverfi perpefius; (ed,quod maim utiuue ciLadveribs otnucs Fortuna ca us-· 
concemnere. Chryftfl. Hid. ’

fence,



fence, {hall in the time of trouble (land like a ftrong unmove, 
able mountaine, impregnable againft the rage of wind and 
weather, againft the cruell incurfions of all adverfary pow­
er; when the wicked (hall tire the Mountaines with boote. 
lefle cryes to coverthem; he {hall be able to fay with Davi^ 
The Lord iemy refuge and mjftrength, &c. Therefore will} 
not feare, though the earth be mooved, and the tyiLotcntaines 
into the widft of the Sea. He (hall by the mercies of God, and 
humble dependance upon his omnipotent Arme, encounter, 
and entertaine the terrours even of the evill day, of the hoare 
of temptation,of the King of feare,and laft Judgement, with 
confidence, and peace.

4. Thy walking with God, will make thee extraordina. · 
rily powerfull, and mightily prevaile in prayer; one of the 
greateft bleflings, and fweeteft comforts, which can bee na. 
med, or enjoyed in this life. As the Kings Favourite, who 
ftands ftill in his prefence, and under the immediate,and gra. 
cious influence of his Royall eye,doth farr6 fooner,and much 
more eafily obtaine both his owne and friends fuites , then 
thofe who are more eftranged from the Court: So it is in 
this cafe.

J. But above all, that which fhould moft quicken, and 
keene us te this duty, is that particular intereft wee have by 
lefus Chrift, in lehovah himfelfe, bleffed for ever. A myfle· 
ry, which if Γ fhould offer to open and enlarge, I fhould be 
endleffe, and yet comeinfinitely fhort.

Oh then,let us infinitely love, and learne exaftly the moll 
-fweet and heavenly Art of walking with God! Foramen 
comfortable enlightning, and guiding us wherein, before I 
come to give fome generall inftruftions, give mee leave to 
premife thefe quickningpreparatives<

I. Looke that thou lyeftnpt in; .any one knoWne finne 1· 
gainft thy conference,hating to be reformed : doe not cherifti 
allow,or goe on in any luft,corruption,or lewd way in thine 
heart, life, or calling : fuffer not any worke of darkenefle, ot 
fervice of Satan to raigne, and domineere in thee. For if fo( 
thou art fo farre from ability, orpoffibillty of walking with

God
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'Ged, or delighting in him, that thou weareft the Divek 
brand, and art yet moft certainely one of his. See and fearch 
the true meaning of fuch places,as thefe; ■ I lohn 3.3.6,8,9. a W'V

Ivch.tZ.21.
Evch.tZ. 30. Matth.!*.^. « Cor.J.i. ani^Cdfhariflj,^^

Sutable hereunto is the concurrent judgement,and do&rine
of our heft Divines, and worthieft Writers, gracioufly inftru- ttttmei drtmei 
■Sled unto the Kingdome of Heaven. Thefe are their feverall fa^M 
aflertions to the fame fenfe, in their owne words: Fhe/παβκαΙΙ , and

r. A man can have no peace in his conference, that favoureth 
and retaineth any one finne in himfelfe againfl his confcience.

2 „ ezf mar it in a damnable (late, what foever good deeds Q“‘ ambulant in 
feme to be in him, if hee yeeld not to the worke of the holy Ghoft, 
for the leaving but of any one kuowne finne , which fight et h again fl rumj& umen nan 
peace of confcience. * “

j. So long at the power of mortification dejlrojeththy fnfuU ^on^wc^.6, ' 
affections, and Jb long as thou art unfaixedly diff leafed with all 
finne, and doefl mart fie the deeds of the body by the Spirit, thy pecato iepug- 
cafc isthecafe of falvation. n*^0’ P11™3^

4. ezigood confidence flands not with a purpof· of finning · no, U
Hot with irrefolution againfl finne.

5. The rich and precious boxe of a good confidence is polluted, 
and made impure, if but one dead Plie bee fufferedintt. (Hee 
meanes, any one knowne finne, lyen and delighted in ini- 
penitently.)

6. ★ Where there, ΰ but any one finne nourifloed and foftered, * Dike ο/' the ώ- 
all other our graces are not onely blcmifhed, but abolifhedt they “"fit»" ·/ ««< 
sire no graces. ‘ Μ·". d>ay. 16.*,,

7. Μοβ true is that faying of Aquinas ; That all fluxes are 
coupled together, though not in regard of converfion to tcmporall 
good’, for fame look? to the good of gaine, fame of glory, feme 
ofpleafure, &C. yet in regard of averfton from eternaU (food, 
thatisGod· So that hee that lookes buttowardone finne, is as 
much averted, and turned backe from God, as if hee looked to ad. 
In which reff (ii Saint lames fayes, Hee that offendeth in one. is 
guiltie of all.

3. Evfry\Chriflian flould carry in his heart, a corflant and 
D refolute
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rejolttto pterpofe not to finne in any thing : for faith, and the pn£ 
pofe of finning can never fl and together.

gin wind in cpl . Thou feelt then, if Satan keepe pofieflion, but by onereig* 
pecatum rcg«a-ning finne, it 5 will be thine everlafling mine. Thoufhak 
Dri^nwcRc^ bee 10 favre trom ever enj°ying an7 humble holy ac- 
uum. qux cnim q uaintance with our God, that thou art gone body and foule 
’ϊί s^iquitatT?ior ever'. θηε breach in the walks of a Citie, expofeth it to 
Qua: communica- the furprize of the enemy; one leake in a fhip neglected,will 
bras^Qujcotifenl· Unite it at length into the bottome of the Sea : the flab of a 
fo chnko,& Bc- pen-knife to the heart, will as well fpeed a man, as all the 

Ctfar in the Senate-houfe : if thou hedge 
confequi, fi a for- thy Clofe as high as the middle Region of the Aire in all o- 
mcatioM, Mo- ther places, and leave but one gap,all thy grafie will begone: 
cis'hi'muncsfimus If the Fowler catch the bird , either by the head, or the foot, 
Kcce iniiuiciri®, or the wing,flie is fure his ownc. It is fo in the preient cafe: If 
ίΐΧ din^mo/c’- C11OU ^ve > an^ lye with allowance and delight, in any one 
briras t^uoquc & knowne finne, without particular remorfe, or refolution to 

part with it 5 thou as yet carried the Divels brand, hee hath 
dnnt nos a Regno thereby markt thee out for his owne. As obedience is univer- 
ΰηό qu^Vbe2^1landCat:l^ fincere; fo repentance, if true, isalfo 
titudinc exciuda- generall. It firips us fiarke naked, as a worthy Divine faies 
cum omnia find well, of all the garments of the old. Adam, and leases not fi 
liter much as the fllirt behind: in this rotten building, it leaves not a
in'a'°mlida^>iatfiow HP™ a -^sthe flood drowned Noahs owne friends ard
ad vciba ilia, fervantstfbmufl the flood ofrepenting teares drowne onrfweetefl, 
[Mamfcfta fuut moa- profitablefinnes.
opera carnis. Ί —, r J · · . r τ , · , - „ , .
Auftin hating ηλ- The premonition therefore I tender m the nrft place, is
nwehe"faifiwir ’ Thou canft never poflibly be fitly qualified, eitherfor 
neQe^beAThiithefhraiiiWi I ^ovetoufr.ej/f^n^ery drun^ennffa, quibuTcunque, qui in feu-
num habere cognofcit, &pamicenti2ni non cgerit,finc remedio in gehennxigne aidcbit>Tcw 
(Thorowrhe whole Tr/atife,! fall quote Auftin tn o^avo^rinted 575-) Sicut ad corporis ianitatenb
non ert facis, uc pcRc qiiis,vcl pleuritide carcat,fed ab omnibus in univerfum morbisimmuncm efle opor- 
tec : fic ad anima: lanicaccm rcqiiirirur/ordium ac viciorum omnium in univerium abdicatio,<SpN de }ufi'. 
Chftft. Vbi regnat in cordc propoihum peccandi,· ibi fidticia mifericordi* exulat. Sicut miles3fi toto 
corporefucrit atm is verticils, & unam partem babucric nudam j nihil ci prodeft, quod totus fu eric Ferro 
veftituSj fi per ilium unam partem eum fagitra pcrcurtcrfc, fed fic cadit quemndmodum fi toius fuiflec nu- 
dus; Sic & Chriftiauus, quwvis omnem juftitiam fcccrit^ in uno pcccavcrit, fimiliterpcccacorftatui- 
iur,qucmadmodum fiTemper peccafTcc. Sicut arc lacobus, Si omnem legem adimplcas, & in uno cranf- 
grcdiaris, fimilirer prevaricator es Lcgis , 2 f4?· Tam uno morbo
aliqiiis moritur, qurunalius mulcts, Zwich in cap. 3. ad Ccio(f. *

the 
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the right underftanding, or faving practice of this facred and 
fweeccftArt, of walking with God; except thou refolve, to 
ftand for ever fincerely at the fwords point againft all finne. 
Even thy bofome-finne mull be abandoned, if thou looke for 
any blefling in this kind: Thou muft put off the Ihirt from 
thy finfull ibule; for as the ihirt is to the body,fo is the belo­
ved finne co the loulejit ftickes clofeft and neercft,and is dene 
off with moft adoe.

And becaufe this darling-pleafure, minion-delight, Pecca- 
tum in deliciis, as the Fathers call it, is Satans ftrongeft Hold, 
liis Tower of greateft confidence and fecuritie, when lies 
is driven out elfe-where, and fo by confequent moft power­
full and peremptory to keepe a mans heart eftranged with 
largeft diftance, and incompatible averfion from all hply ac­
quaintance with God; I will in fliort labour to enlighten,1 
and dif-intangle any one, who unfainedly defires an utter di­
vorce from this bofome-divell; by telling him, firft, what it 
is: feeondly, what his is: thirdly, how he may be deceived h Quenuintodum 
about it. ncm0 «m perdt-

i. As in every man , there is one element, one humour, 
and ordinarily one pafiion predominant; fo alio one h worke qIiqu°vitiomagis 

of darkenefle, and way of death. Audit is that which his &reM”c“'2 
corrupt, and originall crookednefle, upon the firft elective mo unci ianaiu- 
furvey,and profpeft over the fooles Paradife of worldly olea- 5u,n ad «- 
lures, nelhly lulls and vanities of this life, by a fecret fen-“twn, quimad 
fuallinclination, and bewitching infufionof Satan, AnglesCfa™p™penKot 
out, and makes fpeciall choice of, to follow and feed upon, "z-*1^ f"V’ 
with greateft delight, and predominant fweetnefle; vitet-m°re then 
ward, by cuftome and continuance, growes fo powerful], Ζΐ pfZ 
and attractive, chat it extraordinarily endeares, and drawes heth 
unto it the heats of all his defires, and ftrongeft workings 
his hear,c,with much affectionate impatiencie, and headlong- 
neffe: and at the height,by any unreliable tyranny,it makes S ez“ ", £ 
alloccafions and occurrences, friends and followers, the dee-cf flcdwe, 
peft reach of policie, and utmoft projefts of wit, Religion^ ΓΛ*" & 
conlcience, credit,with the world , the univerfall poffibilitie 
9^.9^? fwle, outwardftate, Serviceable, and contribu-
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tary unco it, as ths Captaine, and commanding finne; as to 
theDivels vice-rpy, domineering, in the walled conscience. 
In fp.ppe, it js worldlinefle, wantonneile, ambition, oppolici- 
ontogodlmcfle,ufury, pride,revenge, or die like : Inochers, 
it maybedrupkennes,the Swaggering vanity of good fellow* 
foip,gluttony,pleaiiires of Playrhoufe-hancing,gaming, fcur- 
rill jelling, &c. obftinateinfatiablenefle in allowed recreati­
ons, idleneffe, or fuch like.

2. Thou may eft diicover it by fuch markes as thefe:
I. It is that, which thy trueft friends, thine owne con· 

Science and the finger of God in the Miniftery , many times 
finds out, meets with, and chiefly checks thee for.

2. It is that, which if it breake out into aft, and be 
vifible to the eye of the world,thine enemies moft eagerly ob­
serve, and ob jeft, as matter of their moft inSulration, and thy 
greateftdifgrace.

3. That which thou art lotheft to leave, art ofteneft:' 
tempted unto, haft leaft power to refill, and which moft hin­
ders the refignation and fubmifiion of foule and body, of all 
thy courfes and carriages·, heartily and unrefervedly to the 
Wordandwill of God.

4. ItisthatwhichGod ofteneft correfts in thee, even 
in the interpretation, and guilty acknowledgement of thy 
ielfe-accufing heart. It may be , at leverall times thou haft; 
beene afflifted with fome heavy crofle in thine outward ftate, 
lofieof a child, fome fits and pangs of bodily paine, terrourS' 
and troubles of minde, or fome fuch proportionable vifitati- 
ons : now in all thefe,and like affliftions,upon the firft finar- 
ting apprehenfion, thy confcience, if any whit awaked, qp its 
owne accord,Seizes upon that finne we now feeke for, as the 
principall yicZ»»and author of all thy mifery.

5. If ever thou waft fo ficke,as out of extremitie to re- 
seivefentence of death againft thy Selfe, and diipaireof reco­
very ; if thy confcience was ftirring, this finne affrighted 
theeiuoft, and gave the deadlieft blow to drive thee co fi- 
nail defpaire. And if thou Ihouldeft die in ie without repen­
tance, which God forbid, it would infufe moft hellilh vigour- 

and 
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andvcnome, into the never-dying worme, which would 
thereby more mightily gnaw upon thy confcienee, thorow 
all eternity. If ever the fword of the Spirit ihall cleave it 
from thy bofome, which is infinitely to bee defired, and 
flrike thorow thy fenfuali heart with true remoHe, it 
will coft thee the bittereft teares, moft fighes, and dcepefl
groanes.

6. It is that, which thou art lotheft, and wouldeft lead be 
acknowneof. If it were poflible, thou couldeft be well con­
tent , that no John BAptifi {hould ever heare of thy Herodiw. 
And therefore thou beateft thybraines , and improoveft thy 
wit,to devife (if it bc capable of dawbing) diflineftions, eva- 
fions, excufes, extenuations, whole cart-loadesof fig-leaves, 
to colour and cloke this foule Fiend, chough favorite co thy 
bewitched foule.

7. That, which thou art in a bodily feare,the M inifter will 
meddle and meete with, when thou art going towards a con- 
fcionable,and Searching Sermon; For thou thinkeft with thy 
ielfe, If this day he difclofe my bofome, I ihall both be dii- 
graced among my neighbours that know it, and caft alio in­
to dumps, and melancholy by his denouncing of terrour a- 
gainftit.

8. Thoughts, plots, and projefts about it, athoufand to' 
one, ordinarily feize upon thine heart, with firft and moft ac­
ceptable entertainement at thy very firft wakings if they 
have not broken off thy fleepe, and troubled thee in thy 
.dreames.

9. The cares, pleafures, aud appurtenances of it are wont 
to thruft, and throng upon thee on the Lords Day, with ex­
traordinary eagernefle,importunity,and unrefiftablenefle. For 
the Divell that defires to have thy mind moft diftradbed upon 
that Day, makes choife of thefitteft, and pleafingeft baiteg, 
to draw away and detaine thy heart, and the moft alluring 
obje&s, for diverfion.

Io, Inthedarkneffe, and difeomforts of the night, if thou 
beeft fuddenly awakened with feme dreadfull thunder,light- 
ning,or terrible tempeft, the guilt and ^egufations of thy be­
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loved finne is wone to come into thy minde in the firft place, 
«nd with greateft terrour. .

Thirdly, a man may be deceived, in conceiving, that he is 
utterly divorced, and quite delivered from his bofome finne, 
and yet it bee but a meere exchange, or fome other miftake. 
Thisgrofle, afie&edfelfe-impofture, may beefeenein fuch 
cafes as thefe:

I. Hee may change onely the outward and vifible forme 
of it. Forinftance; whereas the fame finne of covetouiheffe 
doth utter and exprefle it felfe by ufury, fimony, facriledge, 
bribery, grinding poore mens faces, crufliing, and unmerci­
fully ke ping under che poorer of the fame trade, ftealing, o­
ver-reaching by tricks ot wit, all manner of wrong doing, 
all kinds of oppreflion, detaining ill-gotten goods without 
reftitution, &c. He may infenfibly glide out of one gulph of 
griping cruelty,into another; he may fall from one of thefe, 
being a more notorious,and cuifed trade of hoarding,to fome 
other of them lefle obferved, and not ib odious in the world, · 

• and yet ftill abide in the chambers of death, and under the ty­
ranny of a reigning fin.The foule fin ofuncleannes doth a&u- 
ate itfelf by fornication,adultery,felfe-pollution,brutiih,and 
immoderate abufe of marriage, and fuch other abhorred im* 
purities. Now, hee may pafle from one of thefe pollutions 
more crying and abominable, to fome other of them, not af­
frighting the confcience with fuch grieflinefl'e and horror,and 
yet ftill lye in the impenitent and damnable fnares of Iqft.

2. Hee may furceafe,and refraine from the outward grofle 
a&s of fuch hatefull villanies; and yet his inward parts bee 
ftill defiled with infatiable fenfual hankerings after them,de­
lightfull revolving them in his mind,and contemplative com·? 
million of them. For inftance : He may hold his hand both 

.from the crying violence of oppreflions and wrong, .and the 
clofer conveiancesof cunning and fraud; and yet covetouir 
neflemay ftillreignein him, by the earthly exercife of the 
heart. Hee may forbeare the externalla&s of uncleannefle, 
and yet lye and languilh abominably in fpeculative wanton- 
nefle, and adulteries of the thought 5 the vifible executions

1
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of revenge, and yet nourilh in his diftempered affedions, the 
belli lb Vipers of heart-burning hatred, and fpite; all indireft 
ambitious climing into high roomes, and yet bee pallingly 
proud, and over-greedy of precedency.

a. Nay, he may change the kinde of his bofome finne, in 
refpeft of matter, forme, objeft, every way; and yet upon 
the matter, it is but the exchange of one foule fiend for ano- 
ther. For inftance : wantonnefte may bee his fweet finne 
in youthjand worldlineflein old age : revelling in his yonger 
yeares;downe right drunkennefle in his declining time: pro­
digality may fway in fome part of his life; pinching in iome 
other: Hypocrifie may raigne at one time; Apoftafie at ano­
ther: furious zeal e for one while; prophane irreligioufnelle 
for another.

4. When theblafting ftofts and feeblenefle of old age^ 
have with a ibttiih deadnefie and liftlefnefle emasculated and 
wafted the ambitious vigour of his minde, and the boifterous 
heat of his affeftions, havedryed anddrunkeup the milke in 
hisbrefts, and marrow in his bones; his darling finne may 
then at length bid him adieu, without any penitent difcharge 
and hee may fay unto it, I have no more pleafure in thee. 
Whereupon he may falfely conclude a mortification, andfi- 
nall conqueftoverit; a fecure deliverance from the guilt and 
curfe of it.

5. He may unfoundly pleafe himfelfewithanunvolunta- 
ry,and enforced ceflation from it; when there is no want of 
good will, as they fay; but onely,of matter, meanes, oppor­
tunity, enticement, company, provocation, or fometlung for 
the full and free afting and enjoyment of it. So want of mo­
ney may reftraine a man, but full fore againft his will, from 
ftrange apparell, gaming, Ale-houfe haunting,buying of Be­
nefices, Offices, high roomes, &c.

6. Hee may for a time pull his necke out of this ftrongeft: 
yoke of Satan, onely out of meJancbohcke pang of llavilh 
terrour, ferious fore-thought of death , and lying everlaft- 
inglyinHeli, true apprehenfion of the impoffibility of be­
ing faved without abandoning it; upon fome defperate hor-
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rour of bringing againe his beloved finne in his bofome to 
the Communion, after fo many caufefull provocations of 
Divine luftice; obfervation of fome remarkeable vengeance, 
feized upon his fellow-delinquent; or fenfible fmart of fome 
terrible blow frpm Gods vifiting hand in one kinde or other: 
Ifay, upon fomefuch occafion, hee may fora time forbeare 
his bloody oathes, ufury, drunkennefle, gaming, Play-houfe 
haunting, felfe-polluting, walking in the biackeanddarke

·■* night after the ftrange Woman, or what other finne foever 
doth reigne in him, and retaine him ftronglieft in the Divels 
flavery. But becaufe it is not the worke of the Word, hum­
bling him foundly under Gods mighty hand, planting faith, 
and infufing mortifying power, hee is not able to hold out . 
long ; but the uncleane (pirit returnes,and rules in him againe 
farre more imperioufly, and fenfually, out of indignation 
©f its diicontinuance, andproportionably to the parties new- 
iolleiied ftrength, and eagernefle, to recommit it, after 
his extraordinary and impatient forbearance. I know, it is 
notimpoflible, butthat a man, after hi$ converfion, by the 
fudden furprizall of fome violent temptation, and cunning 
traineof Satan, may be hailed backe to commit his fweet 
finne againe; efpecially if it be of fome nature, (though it 
be a very heavy cafe, and to be lamented, if it were poflible, 
with teares of blood;) yet he never doth, nor ean returne 
to wallow in it againe,or allow it. After fuch a dreadfull re- 
lapfe, his heart bleeds afrelh with extraordinary birternefle 
of penitent remorfe, he abhorres himfelfe in dud and allies, 
as exceedingly vile,cries more mightily unto God in a day of 
humiliation , for the returne of his pleafed countenance, re- 
paires and fortifies the breach with ftronger refolution , and' 
more invincible watchfulnefle, againft future afiaults, and all 
aflayes of re-entry. But now the temporary I talke of, after 
his formall enforced forbearance, engulphs himfelfe againe, 
with more greedinefle, into the pleasures and fenfualityof 
his bofome finne, lyes, and delights in it againe, as the very 
life of his life, and hardens- himfelfe more obftinately in ir, 
as a thing impofUble to leave , and live with any comfort.

Vppa1
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Vpon his returne, the uncleane ^irit rages more then bc*,, 4Γ· 
fore.

Thus to lend thee fome light, for a more full difcovery, 
and chorow difintanglement out of its pleafing fuares; I have 
intimated briefely what a beloved finne is; what thine may 
bee; and how thou mayeft bee deceived about it. For if 
thou wouldeft truely tafte how gracious, and glorious the 
Lord is in a fweet communion with His blefled Majefty; 
if thou wouldeft be intimately acquainted with the myftery 
efChrift, wherein are hid infinite heavenly treafures, and 
fuch pleafures, as neither eye hath feene, r.ereare heard, net- 1 cor.a.p. 
ther hath entred into the heart of man; if thou wouldeft ever 
bee fitly qualified to walk? hftmbly with thy God in the way 
which is called Holy; as thou muft fallout for ever with ail 
finne, fo muft thou principally and impartially improo ve all 
thy fpirituall forces, and ayd from heaven, utterlytodemo- 
lifhandbeateto che ground the Divels Caftle; to dethrone 
and depofe from its hellilh tyranny over thee, that grand im- 
poifoner of thy foule, and ftrongeft barre to keepe out grace, 
all acquaintance, and fweeteft entercourfe with God; thy 
bofome finne.

Take notice by the way, thatfith wee concurrently, and 
conftantly teach, that juftifying Faith dothpurifiethe heart 
from the raigne and allowance of any luft, or lewd courfe, 
and plants by the power of the holy Ghoft, afincere univer­
fall new obedience, and regular refpeft to all Gods comman- 
dements, co all good workesof luftice, Mercy, and Truth; 
and that we neither doe nor dare give any comfort to any 
man of his being juflified and allured of Gods love, that goes 
on impenitently in any one knowne finne againft his confid­
ence, hating to be reformed; I fay, fith it is(thus, take notice 
how unworthily,and wronfully, the Antichriftian Doftors, 
having received foreheads from the whore of Babylon, deale 
with us in this point. Heare them fpeake:

So that their juftification, ( meaning ours) faith 3 Fitzher* a p. 1. p. 5 j/· 
bert, may according to their opinion, Hand with all wic- 
kednefle.

Thefe
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bsrtf.js. Thefe words, faith Arnoux, (meaning of the Trench 
Confefiion ) are fet downe to allure the wickedft man chat is, 
of the righteoufnefle of the Sonne of God.

hu tmfuita. By the application of Chrifts fatisfa&ion by faith, faith 
Lefitu, he(meaning the Proteftant) is reputed juft before 

inn Enshjh bj w. God, though he find no change of will at all within.
a d Hi^efthtCtun- The skarlet Fathers in the Trentift Conventicle,d fay,that 

nil efTrtntAio’i. Luther from juftifisation by faith alone, colle&ed, not onely 
cvidmmr omni- that good workes are not neceflary, but aifo that a difloluce 
ni>cdiUmarePo(-liberty in obferving the Law of God, and of the Church,

bona opera faciar, Bellarmine e alio comes in, with his waentfir. They 
fceme ’ faith hee , altogether to thinke, that a man may bc 

»</>/■ Mi.«p.i.faved, although hee doe no good workes, nor obierve 
fFUcsitiafixcia- Gods Commandements. Which hee there onely feemes and 
lisj quim ad"vcr&-aflayes to proove, but indeed playes the calumniating So· 

philter.
tcm, coilit c me- The juftifying faith of the Adverfaries, faithf hee in ano- 
dioorationemja- tber place , takes clearely away Prayer, Sacraments, Good 
bona^&quicq^d workes, and whatfoever God hath inftituted for our falva· 
aliud ad ralucem tion.

TheProteftants, faith 5 Stapleton, will have certainty of 
hb. t.cap. 10. grace to be in a man, not onely without any refpedt, necefli- 
ncm^adene voiunt ty, confequence, prefence, or conveniency of good workes, 
non foium fine ui- but alfo whatfoever finnes being prefent.
firaw^TonfcqJet The h Rhemifts alfo moft flanderoufly affirme, that wee 
tii,prifcncia,.nutcondemne Good workes, as uncleane, finfull, hypocriti· 
eonvenientia bo- _  11 Cl 11nnmm. operunij . “ , . ,
federiam prsfen. i Arnold alfo fwels with malicious Popim poifon, ano 
que peccaM^J the rancour of a flanderous fpirit, when hee fathers upon us 

fuch falihoods as thefe: as chough we fliould teach, that all 
men are bound tobeleeve, that they are elefted to eternal!

i^rwldm nobis
afingitnosdoccre; omneshomines teneri crcdcrc fc ad vitam ztemam efle dcSos ; nos iubcic omns 
fceleraros efle iccuros , ut qiu nullis flagitiis poffint cxcidcrc a Calutc* Apage ram abominandam doflri' 
nam, puudjinmam calutnniam , mendacium Iciqulpcdalc- Heare what w bold: Imino vero docent 
cum qui ucn vuk in ChriAum credcre, nec rcfipifccre > reneii crederefalutemChrifti mortepaitam, ■ · 
fc non pertinetc· Dicimus ,diccrc ; Sumdeduj , ergomihi licet efle impiobo , Cermo Cft rcpiobi, 
idco vukm^lus efle, quia D eus bonus ςβ, Molln· MnAt·

life; 
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life: that we bid all wicked men be fecure, as thofe who can 
fall from falvation by no villanies.

Now the Lord rebuke thee, Satan, who fitteft with fuch 
extreme malice and fallhood in the foule mouthes of thePo- 
pifli Proftours, and Rabfoakehs of Rome , that they Ihould 
with fuch prodigious lyes and villanous (landers, revile the 
Lords Champions,and traduce the glorious heavenly truth of 
pur moft holy and righteous Religion.

But to my purpofe, and to conclude the point; Thou muft 
either with a refolute and everlafting divorce abandon, and 
abominate thy bofome finne, thy darling delight, to the pic 
of hell, whence it hath formerly received much enraged fien- 
fuall poifon,to the woefull Wafting of thy confidence,and the 
ftronger and longer barring thee from grace; or elfe thou 
muft continue an everlafting ftranger from all communion 
and converfing with God; thou (halt never be able to meet 
him in his Ordinances with true reverence and delight, or 
looke him in the face with comfort at the laft day.

II. Scorne with an infinite, and triumphant difilaine, to wemayiufliytni 

ferve the mighty Lord of heaven and earth, fervilely,flavifh- 
ly, or formally; for by-refpefts, private ends, or any thing, tired from finne Ja 

fave his owne fweet, gracious, glorious Selfe. Hate hypocri- 
fie from the very heart-roote: Which foule fiend painting non of Mip™, & 
her felfe more unobfervedly,in the warme Sunne and Ihining 
profperity of the Gofpels flouriihing eftate, with an outward by i^nonr a„d 

gilt, and fuperficiall tinfture, doth with greater varietie,and"" 
ftronger impofture, deceive both mens owne foules, and ύ- 

others, in the glorious noone-tide thereof: Nay this great •"n- 
Agent for the Prince of darkenefle, is fo politicke and prag- 
niaticall, that hee prevailes too much many times, even in he 
the declination of that glorious Sunne, in the difacceptation f^ersCe 

and dampe of profeifion, and forwardnefie. For though at μλπ.upon chap, 
this day, Profefiburs of the gracious Way bee in greateft 
difgrace with the moft; and a drunkard, a fwaggeiing "‘kim τ·ιι«η- 
Good-fellow, an Vfurer, a fonne .or daughter of Belial, 
1 nail finde more favour, applaufe, and approbation with the 
world, then a man which,makes confidence of his wayes; fo 

that
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that it may feeme the greateft madnefle that may be, to make 
profeflton of Religion hypocritically; yet even in thefe tinKs 
there are fome caufes, in which the Divell takes occafion tj 
caufe fome to play the Hypocrites notorioully.

simon Magus ha. i. Some there may be, who being weake and worthleflfe,' 
•"j yet vaine glorious, and over-greedy of reputation, finding,

that they finde no fuch acceptation and applaufe with world.
r.ijbn£ befcrr thc iingS> by reafon of their worthlefnefle, and that naturall 
fru, ‘tnfmt’n menentertaine them not with that eftimationand account 
th, onward wrr- proportionable to their proud expectation; and conceiving 
"M^btS^ra. a^° j chat by their aflociation, and fidiag with the Saints 
mm»> w;«f. (who in precioufnefle of regard, and dearenefle of love

‘^0. ever infinitely preferre the pooreft Chriftian before the prou. 
/kt^them^ht deil Nimrod) for one Larke is worth a thouiand Kites ) they 

andodmi ihall bee prized above vulgar efteeme, and ordinary valua- 
tMimof bimfeife.tum, purpofely put on a vizour of outward conformitie to 

che courfesof Chriftianity, that thereby they may procure 
ten b] th, mho- and purchafe fome fpeciall credit, andremarkeable reipeft, 
cuicKi^fti ihe anj fome at [ead bee accounted fome body in the 
holy Ghofa which , 7 J
he wickedly offers WOFIG.

buy for money. 2. Others there are, who feeing they cannot fo eafily and 
r. exceflively fatisfie and glut their greedy Humours, by their 

twfment of mo- commerce, dealings, and mutuall negotiations with naturall 
nien 5 f°r fuch are well able with equall cunning,to counter- 

did byfecretfur- mine againft their crafty and coozening underminings; their 
feeTii ’clZnw conferences willferve them to encounter and retalliate their 
humor, and that unconfcionablenefle, with like over-reaching retributions 
^fd'mobfervediy, °f circumvention and wrong; they can well enough found 
inrbe company if and fathome with the crooked line of their owne deceit­

full hearts, the invifible depths of their Machivellian pro- 
rhe colour of a re. je&s andplots of knavery; I fay, others there are, who 
iobT??Ϊ uPon occafi°n> chat they may thrive in the World, and 
J3.2?. grow in wealth more eafily, and unobfervedly, put on a 

cloke of outward profeifion, and in policy onely and hypo- 
crifie draw toward the better fide; mixe and joyne them- 
felves with Gods children, hang upon, and adhere unto true 
Chnftians -.becaufe they pitch upop them, make fpeciall 

choice
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choice of, and Angle out fuch upon purpofe, as thofe, from 
whom, by reafonof the finglencfle and fimplicity of their 
hearts, qnfufpicioufnefle of their charity, the equitie, and 
confcionablenefle of their dealings, in thefc coozening, fup- 
planting, and undermining dayes, they may moft fairely and 
cafily fucke out the greateft advantage, and prey upon moft 
plentifully, with the devouring teeth of covetoufnefle and 
craft,guilded over onely with avails of £eeming,and vernifli 
of hypocrifie.

3. Some there may be, whom onely. the very terrors, and 
fling of flaviih feare, and fore-thought of the wrath and ter- 
menttocomc, may drive, and reftraine from the execution 
of grofler villanies, excite and enchaine to the outward exer- 
ciies of holy duties,and many a&uall religious conformities. 
Torinftance, fome may repaire to the Houfeof God upon 
the Lords Day, not for any fuch great love unto Gods Truth 
orconfcionable Miniftery ;· but for feare, that being then 
alone, or walking idlcly abroad, their guilty conferences 
ihould worke more fearefully and fiercely upon them ; and 
that thoughts of their finnes, death, hell, damnation, and 
other fuch terrible confiderations would come into their 
minds, with affrighting griefly former,· and apparitions of 
horror. Some it may be, for feare they Ihould bee juftly 
cenfured, and marked out by men acquainted and experien­
ced in the myftery of grace, and wayes of God , with the 
odious deferved brand of Prayerlefle , and Atheifticall 
’ wretches; or left they ihould be feized upon with fome aPW.u-4. 
remarkeable judgement, in their owne perfons, families, or 
goods by fire, robbery, tempeft, ill fuccefle, death, horroar, 
defpaire, or other fearefull accident, dare not for their livesfr 
but continue acourfe and formalltaskeof Prayer,-Evening 
arid Morning in their houies; Some alio, in times of trouble 
and terrourefpecially, as of extraordinary thunders, impe- 
tuQUS tempefts, dreadfull apparitions in the ayre, &c. flie in­
to the company and communion of Chriftians, driven thi­
ther by the. fearefulriefl'e of their fpirits, and hope to re-

pjQtection of their guikmcile, and prefervation from 
wrath-
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wrath, by the prayers, prefence, and acceptation of fuch holy 
Ones. We fee in mens carriages to humane lawes, that even 
feare of them reftraines many from many lawlefle outrages, 
and conilraines to many civill conformities, againft which 
their fenfuall hearts and humours doe infinitely rife and re- 
elaime,with much diftafte and averfion. Doe you not thinke, 
that many drunkards would as Well live in murther, and up­
on thefpoyle, asin their prefent abominable fwiBiihnefle; did 
they not hold it a more horrible thing to be hanged, then to 
pay five {hillings, or fit in the ftockes ? Would not many at 
Sermon-time, rather be in the Ale-houfe, than in the Houfe 
of God, were not the conftitutions of . men-a curbe unto 
their corruptions ? Would not fome defperate wretches as 
well ftrike thorow at once, and quite difpatch thofethey 
hate,as kill them all the yeere long, with their cruell thoughts 
and bloody malice^ were not thoughts free,and aftuall mur­
ther death by the lawes of men? Would not many malicious 
Papifts, thinke you, as well fpeake traiteraufly of the King, 
as teare Gods glorious name with their oathes, and blaiphe- 
mous tongues; were they not terrified with feare ofTyburne? 
Itmaybeib proportionably in mens behavious towards di­
vine Law.es, .theholy. Statutes of Heaveir, and thathigheft 
Tribunall. But as in the former we Ought to befubjeft, not 

λ™ 155 ■ oneljfor wrath,but.alfo far confciencefake, fo itf the latter much
more, notonely. for terrour of Gods lodgement; but alfo 
for love of his Truth. . ■

A worthy .-.Divine fummes up allliwould fay in this 
point,thus : Sometimes, faith he, the feare of Gods lodgements, 
as of the rack?, of an aecufing confcience, of the torments of heU- 
f re, &c. holdeth men in a favifh obedience. ( .

I feare meexthere are too many abroad in the world, efpe- 
cially great Ones, wlio.by forbearance of. other grbfle finneS, 
.to which their fenfuall affe&ions are not fo indeared, out­
ward performance of fome holy duties, formall prefence at 
religious exercifes, countenancing, and patronage of godly 
JMinifters and good men, hope to make amends, asit-were, 
,^rjd to purchafe prote&ion and difpenfaciqji, for the ven-

■ geance
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eiance due unco the finfull pleafures of fome bofome and be­
loved luft wherein they fecretly lie. And therefore their 
outfide-conformitie in other things, iscaufed by feare of be- : 
ing horribly and remarkeably plagued for that cloie darling 
delight.

q. Others there are, who by reafon of awfulnefie unto, Davids 
correfpondence with, dependance upon, gainefull expedfati- Γο-
on from fome gracious great One, Chriftian friend, reverend aflb&c wetem. 

Paftour, Patron, Land-lord, orGovernour, religious rich 
kindred, &c. or other fuch by-refpe&s, conforme to the out- ^nawefiiH rcue- 

ward formes of Religion, and live, refervedly under the Ca- 
nopie of a counterfeit profeflion. The falfe and hollow hearts a. was the ground 
of men, harbour.many.times, many private.ends hntheir··.^®4^^ 
outward fervices of God,and howfoever they openly pretend evnfcience· He did 

Religion, yet they fecretly intend, and plot the fatisfaCHon ™
of their humour, and ferving of their owneturnes, by an· ar- [ftheLrd, ft a 

tificiall·, enforced, temporary taking,part with the Letter w,"le‘ ‘•miyerbif 
part. Such fervile Piofeflors as thefe,ordinarily in the meane^"^.. 1 
timeftandata ftayin an external! conformitie to Chriftian ichoiada wrt< dcnd 

courfes; for no fpirituall life warmes their affections, no 
roqteofgracegrowesmtheirhearts,:Formalitiein this kind, 
is ever voideof all ,vitall vigour ^.vegetation, andaClivitiej 
conftant onely in an heartlefte plddding courfe and coldnefle, 
and many times, at length, when the motive oftheir religi­
ous reprefentacions and {hewes is remooved,and the end com- 
pifled, for which they counterfeited, they put off their vi- 
zours, and appeare; againe plaine carnal!men, anddowne- 
rightgood-fellowes, as they were before. The Play being 
done, they are Rogues againe.

5, Some there may be, who out of a greedy purfuit of a 
generail applaufe from all forts of men; .and ambitious hun­
ting after a promifeuous reputation, and equal!, acceptance, 
both with Profcflours of Religion, and men of this world, 
put on a ihow of religious deportment, at leaft in the compa­
ny of fuch as are ready and forward to commend their con- 
formine and forwardneffe that way, and by relation abroad, 
tqenroic then names amongft the number of thofe who are 

noted
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noted tobe on the beft fide. In & word,fuch fello wes as theie^ 
out of a bafeand unblefled ambition to bee well fpoken of 
by all,though a woe waites upon fuch, Luke 6.26. furnifli 
themfelves, both with a forme of profeflion to content Chri- 
ftians, and flour^hes of good fellowship to pleafe the pro- 
phane. .

6. Others there are, who may gloriouily pretend, and 
.proteft with great bravery and confidence, their aflent and 
aflillance to the be A and holieft couries; put on a temporary 
counterfeit profefTion, and faihionable conformity to the 
communion of Saints'} that thereby they may pafie more 
fairely andplaufibly, out of one calling into another: from 
abafer, lower, more negle&ed, andtoilefomeTrade, into 
fomeother of more liberty, acceptation and eafe: or elfe 
breakeout of all Callings; and fo,by the unhallowed myfte- 
ry of afacredcoozening, if I may focallit, live upon their 
profefiion; and byabufing the tender confciences of weake 
Chrirtians, with the controuling and countermanding tyran­
nies,as it were, of an affefted furious zeale, fucke out of them 
no fmall advantage, and prey too plentifully upon the peo­
ple of God. Suchastheie, are ready to pretend, and inti­
mate, thatfuch bate, earthly, and worldly imploytftent, and 
(pending of their time, is difgracefull, and derogatory, to the 
providence of God, and their Chriflian liberty; that with 
unworthy detainments, and avocations, it attempts them 
in the purfuie of their generall Calling; difables and hinders 
them in the difeharge of holy duties. But letthem know,that 
Chriftianity,if found and true, doth not nullifie,but fanftifie 
our particular Callings.Thou oughteft to continue with con- 
(cionablenefle and conllancy in thatperfonallCalling,where- 

• m< in *n falling to grace did finde thee, if it bee warrantable 
Hoceft.nonfifti-^^d lawfull. See * 1 Cor. η. io. No comfortable changeof 
lu: coudi^ontm.a Calling, but in cafe of 1. private neceflity, or 2. common 

Good: and that truly fo, not hypocritically pretended, and 
non «mere Λ u~. for by-refpedts.

uin· If any man then, upon giving his name to Religion, ihall 
• grow into negleft, diihlle, or dereliction of his honeft par­

ticular
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ticukr Callingtwe may ever ftrongly fufpeft him of hollo w- 
neile and hypocriGe. It is the confident conclufion of a very 
learned and holy Divine:

Though a wan bee indued with excellent gifts, and bee able to pcAin« >fC^- 
fcake well, conceive Prayer, and with fome reverence to hears b’S’AWW' 
the tVord, and receive the Sacraments, yet if bee prablife not the 
duties of godlinefe withinhis owne Callingall is but hypocrifie.

I. What ionne or daughter of Adam can challenge and 
plead exemption from that common charge laid upon them 
by the Lord of Heaven : In the fweat of thy face {halt thou Gen·) >9* 
eate bread, till thou returns unto the ground·, Either by travell 
of body, or toy le of minde, or both ?

2. Diligence in a eivill Calling, isneceflary for a comfor­
table provifion of earthly neceflaries.

3. Hee is a curled Droane, a child of idlenefle and flotb,1 
the very Tennis-ball of temptation, moft unworthy the bleG 
fings and benefits of humane fociety; who doth not one way 
or other cooperate, as it were 5 and contribute to the common 
Good , with his beft endeavours in fome honeft particular 
Calling.

4. A feafonable imployment in a eivill Calling, isa So- 
veraigne prefervative, a curbe for prevention of infinite 
fwarmesof idle, melancholike, and exorbitant thoughts^ 
and for reftraint of many wicked and unwarrantable med- 
lings and mifearriages.

5. An honeft Calling, is a Schoole of Chriftianitie. In 
which a man performing duties for the Lords fake, may daily 
profit in the practice and encreafe of many heavenly graces; 
Faith, Obedience, Patience, Meekeneffe, Conftancy, Truth, 
Fidelitie, Invocation, Thankefgiving, experience of Gods 
providence, &c.

A true Convert therefore is fo farre from calling off his 
perfonall Calling; that after his calling to Chriftianitie,he is 
wont to dilchargethe duties thereof with farre more care 
and confcience, though with abetter mind, more moderate 
affections, and for a bleffeder end.

7. Some there may bee, who feeing the iniquitie of
E thefe
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thefe lift, andworft times, laying in waite for the furprize 
andfupprenionofforwardnefte andzeale; and chat they may 
gaine , or grow into credite with the world by fome 

S:“'J fpeciJlferviceagainft the forwarder fort, fcruethemfelves, 
mthe meanetime fplauGblenefle of profeffion taking a- 

fai^c way the fenfe of their intrufion) into the company and 
icor.ii.i«. communion of the molt noted religious people; that at 

length they may doe them the more mifehiefe, and drive 
to the head the birternefle of their lurking malice, with a 

fiiuurunt-Quiper more delperate and deadly fling. Thefe are men of great 
ttVmdntioncm', impofture and cunning in their carriage.They informe them-’ 
in album fiddium felvesthovowly, andexa&ly, in the waies and zealous be- 
irrepfeanc,tB»^. havjour of Profeflours; and fo with great fatisfa&ion and 

contentment , apply and accommodate themfelves for a 
time to their defires and devotions. But if once they pry into 
a point of feeming advantage, which by their wrelhng and 
out-facing, may create matter of moleftation, and fpy their 
iuppofed feafon, to winne by betraying; they turne Turkes 
and Traitors to thofe which are true of heart, to ferve their 
owne turnes.

8· Many there are, who out of a fond and groundless 
Maith- 35. rinfc, conceit, that onely an cutward conformitie to the Word, 
M3nh.7 iuk.1j. Sacraments', and other religious exerciies, will ferve their 
pud, at tin, da), turneror laivation, give their names to prorelbon, and lo 
wi«> taving^a walke on plodding in thecomfortleile unztalous formes of a 
nciTc' den^the frozen outfide Chriftianitie, many times even unto their dy- 
pnwer thereof. ing Jay, Thefe men niarre, and unfandiifie.themfelves, by 
Tctafi'fit, ‘aid making moderation in Religion a Saint:and undo their fouls,, 
ftampt it, but Λ-tby ador i ng diferetion as an Idol I. Moderation and diferetion 
m^'c called, and rightly defined by the Rules of God,are
a.d tre^d ■>:«>> Iblefled and beautifying ornaments to the bell and moft zea- 
^iatc 't fn^i ^ lous Ghriftians; but being tempered with their coldnefte, 

and edged with their eagernefle againft forwardnefle, and 
fcrvtncie in /pin t, which the Apoftles enjoynes, ^Rom.i 2.11.

Fervid, fpi-
zku, fretting bat. Zi»,veibuM faSum i fonolitcri ζ. Ση/Μ>. Vultutnos, qni Tub lege Spirims vi- 
vimus,nihil rcmilTum, nijul tepidum babeaiW in Pobb; M turn fttvoie Sptntus, & calorc fidci cunSa 
JCragitUUS,

become



comfortable walking with Goel. 5 X

become the very deiperate cut-throates to the power of 
go i/inefe, and peftilent confumption of the fpirits, heart, 
and lite of true zeale. Thefe Fellowes are moft iniolent, anil 
confident in their Pharafaicall brags, fpirituall iecuritie, and

. hopes for Heaven. They admire, and applaud with much 
felfe-eftimation of their lingular skill, and rare ftlicitie, in 
pitching juft upon the golden meane, as they conceive, be· 
twcene prophanenefle and preciieneffe; infamous notori' 
oufnefle, and perfecuted ftn&nefle. But that Proverbe, in 
the means time falls pat upon their pates : There is age- 
aeration that are pare in their owne eyes: and yet is not waty- 
edfroni their flthinefe e And at length moft certainely, the 
juft execution of that terrible commination , Revel.^.tS. 
will cruih their hearts with ever-lafting horrour, cOnfufion 
and woe.

Butlfhould bee endlefle in the difcovery of this hidden "
and hellifii gulph of hypocrifie, wherein thouiands are 
fwallowed up, even in this glorious Mid-day of the Gof· 
pel. For a man may affoone finde out the way ofanBagle 
i»thezyiiret the way of a Serpent upon a Rocke, the way of a 
Ship in the midfi of the Sea, and the way of a man with a maid, 
as to tracke the cunning and crooked footefteps of this 
foule fiend in the falfe hearts of Satans followers. Onely 
take notice, that thou canft never poftibly delight in God, or 
ever comfortably come neere him, if thou give any enter- 
cainement unco it, in what forme foever it reprefent it 
felfe, or whatfoever vizor it offers unto thee, though ne­
ver fofairely varnilhed, and guilded over with the Divels 
angelicall glory.

III. Build, and ere&all thy refblutions and conclufions 
for Heaven and Gods fervice, upon that ftrong and pureft 
Pillar,that maine, and moft precious b Principle of Chriftia-/WA Luk. 14.1*, 

&c· at a fimda. 
tnentall rule ef C'iri[lwne. AdvcrTus parentes, advetfus Kberos, adverfu? uaiuralem tognarionun,con­
tra iiniverfum Orbemcctrarum, conira ipfam ctiam animam pugnam indicit, atoneacicm efle inilnien- 
dam eftendit. C^ryf. ineay-to. M:\t.Homi6 Pr\u\ calls >t,The very jyrlt of owferAcC of Goi: with, 
out which ail our other Religion, be re ne: er Co gloriom and goodly, is no more lively, ray, « vtry " w- 
cafe, a· the body of a man, definite of that foule, which ma^etb it reaCimable, and differing from al! other 
hodm. It war figured by rhe Holccauft ofihe Law, whichfgmfiedthe facrifcc of the deff,the aucifying of 
the oldKom-ii-i.Secalfo CololTj J-Mat.J.

E a nitiej



5» Generali directions for a

nitie, Selfe-deniall. No walking with God, no fweet com­
munion, and found peace at his Mercy-Seate, except for his 
fake, and ke< ping a good confcience , thou bee content to 
denie thy felfe, thy worldly wifedome, natural! wit, carnal! 
reafon, acceptation with the world, excellence of learning, 
favour of great Ones, credit and applaufe with the moil; thy 
pailions, profit, pleafures, preferments, neerellfriends, cafe, 
libertie, life, any thing, everything. And feare no lofle; for 
all things elfe are nothing, to the leail comfortable glimpfe 
of Gods pleafed face.

From this principle fprung all thofe noble refolutions,
and replies of Gods worthleft Saints and Souldiers: That 
of Hefer forthe prefervation of the people of God : Well, 
faith ihee, I mil gee unto the King, which is not accor­
ding to the law, and if I perijb, I perifh. That of Adicaiah, 
folicited ftrongly by the meflengerto temporize, in mana­
ging his Miniftery with fLitablenefle, and conformitie to the 

lKin„. Kings pleafure, and plaufiblenefie of the falfe prophets:
6 ' * -As the Lord liveth, what the Lord faith unto mee, that will I 

Nchciai. ffieake. That of Nehemiah·, Should fuch a man as 1 fleeF 
As ifhee ihould have faid ; Tell not mee of Heeing, myre- 
folution waspitcht longagoe, ifneed require, to lay downe 
my life, andloofemy bloudinthe Lords battels. That of 

"ft.ai.ij. .PWjwhen his friends were weeping, and wailing about 
him:^hat meaneyou to weeps,faith he,and to break? mine heart? 
For I am ready not to be bound onely , but alfo to die at 
•Hierufalsm, for the Name of the Lord Lfru. That of Jerome; 
If my father flood weeping on his knees before mee, and my mo­
ther hanging on my necke behind mee, and all my brethren, 
ffl ers, children, kinsfolk.es, howling on every fide, to retains 
mee in finnefnll life with them, I would fling my mother to the 
ground, defpife all my kindred, runne over my father, and tread 
him under my feete, thereby to runne to Chrifi when hee 
calleth mee. That of Luther, dealt with earneftly, and eager- 

a number of perfidious 
Mania Ludicr. and bloud-tlfirftie Papifts: As touching mee (faith hee) fines

I am /ent for, I am refolded, and tert finely determined to enter
Worgsbcs

kinsfolk.es
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Worrnbes in the Name of our Lord lefus Chrift yea, although 
I knew there were fo many Divels to ref ft mee, as there are 
tile's to cover the houfcs inWormbes. That of a moil re­
nowned Italian Marquefle., Galeaciw Carracciolus, tempted 
by alefuitewithagreatfummeof money, to returne from 
Gods bleiTmg at Geneva, to the warme Sunne in Italy: 
Let their money perifh with them·, who efleeme all the Gold ^e tfe hay 
in the world, worth one dayes focietywith Jefes Chrift, 
his holy Spirit. That of George Carpenter, Martyr: L3Zy f°^w884. 
wife and my children are fo dearely beloved unto mee, that 
they cannot bee bought from mee, for all the riches andpaffef- 
fions ofthe Duke of Bavaria: but for the love of my Lord 
God, J wiUwillingly forfake them. That of Kilian, a Dutch 
Schoole-mailer, co fuch as asked him, if heelovednot his 
wife and children; Tes, faid he, Jf the world were Qold, and 
were mine to di ft of of, 1 wouldgive it to live with them, though 
it were but in prifon^ yet my foule and Chrift are dearer to mee 
then all.

IV. Exerciie thy felfe continually, and be excellent in 
that onely Heaven upon Earth, and fweeteft Sanftuary to 
an hunted foule , the Life of faith. Which to live in fome Hat. j. 4. 
good meafure, is the duty and property of every living 
memberof Chrift lefus. Love therefore, andlabourto live η&’ι”;?. 
by the power of Faith, the life of falvation, fanftification, GaI· *· 30‘ 
prefervation. I. Of falvation,thus: Let thy truely-humbled 
loule, grieved and groaning under the burden of finne, 
throw it felfe into the meritorious, and mercifull Armes 
of lefus Chrift, wounded, broken, and bleeding upon the 
Crofle; and there let it hold, and hide it felfe for ever in 
full afliirance of eternall life, by vertue of that promife, 
John %. 36. Hee that beleeveth on the Sonne, hath everlafting 
life. For having thus laid hold upon him, He by his Spirit 
doth communicate firft himfelfe unto thee^ then both the 
merit of his death for remiflion of thy finnes; and of his 
afftive obedience for thy right to falvation and happinefle; 
and withall, the power of his Spirit, to quicken thee to the 
life of Grace in this World, and to raifeup thy body to

E 3 the
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the life of glory at the lift day. 2. Offan&ification : if thou 
keepethy faith, the Fountaine, roote and heart, as it were, 
from which all thine other graces fpring, in life and vi­
gour, thou ihalc pray more comfortably, bee more cou- 
ragioullypatient, heare the Word more fruitfully, receive 
the Sacraments more joyfully, pafle the Sabbaths more 
delightfully, conferre more cheerefully, meditate more hea­
venly, walkeinallthewayesof new obedience with more 
ftrength,and conqueft over corruptions. For ordinarily, eve­
ry Chriftian fliali finde the exercife of other graces co bee 
comfortable, or cold,according to the livelinefle, or languifh- 
ing of his faith. 3. Of prefervation, both temporall and 
fpirituall.

In erodes, affli&ions, and all Gods outward angry vifita- 
tions, by the power offuch promifes, as thofe, Pfal. 89. 3 3. 
andyo.15. Η^.ιζ.7,8. II, iThefi.^. Afis 14,21. Luke 
9, 33. Ifai.63.9.

Inthecourfe and carriage of thy particular Calling: the 
duties and workes whereof, if thou difeharge with confci· 
ence, diligence, and prayer, thou mayeftgoeon with com­
fort , contentment, and freedome from that torturing and 
racking thoughtfulnefle; from thofe reftleffe and curfed 
carkings ofcarnall worldlings,wherein they bafely languifh, 
and loie their foules; and leave the fucceile, iflue, and event 
of all thy labours and undertakings unto the Lord, whatfo- 
everitmaybe, refting fweetly, and ever relying upon that 
gracious pronnfes Heb. 13.5. I will never failethee, nor for* 
fake thee.

In ordering and guiding the affaires of thy family, de­
pend by faith upon Gods bleding, theftrength andfinew 
of all found comfort, and true concentation that way. See 
Pfal. 12 7.

In the lofleofoutward things for thy love, and fervice un­
to God, by beleeving that Man of God , 3 Chron. 25. 9. 
2 he Lordis able to give thee much more then this.

Nay, in the lofleofall earthly things inevery kinde: See 
Hab. 3,17,18, ^Although the fig-tree fhad not blofibme, neither ■ 

βηΙΙ 
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■ ■Jhallfruit be in the Vines: the labour of the Olive Jhall faile, anti 
the fields Jhallyeeldnomeate, the flock? {hall ba cutoff from the 
fold, and there Jhall be no herd in the ftalles; yet I will re- 
joyceinthe Lord: 1 will joy in the God of my falvation. Con­
sider alfo for this purpofe, lobs patient blefling of God up­
on the furprize and concurrence of an univerfall mifery, 
lob I. 21.

In pangs of the Ne w-birth, fpirituali infancy, weaknefles 
of faith, prayer, godly forrow, and other graces; by thofe 
cordiall refreihingpromifes, Rev. il.6.Matth. 5 .^.Ifai. 42. 
3. and 40. ii. and 5 7.15.

In oppofitions againft the raifing or reftauration of Spin- 
tuall buildings by the Miniftery of the Word: or in temp­
tations againft a mans perfonall progrefle, and holding out 
againft Gods wayes unto the end; by renouncing our owne 
ftrength, difclaimingthearme of fielh, and crying in every 
encounter : Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, { 
faith the Lord of Hefts, What art thou, 0 great mountains, 
&c.

In languiihings and tremblings after relapfe into fome old, 
or fall into fomenew finne; by fuchprecious places asthefe: 
1 lohnt.t. Luk. 17.4. I Samuel 12.20. 1 lohm.g. From 
this laft place a reverend Divine colle&s this comfort: If 
we fee our unwort hineffe, and with broken hearts acknowledge it, 
Gadis faithfull and juft toforgive it, bee it never fo great. But 
this is ajewell fit onely for the care of a fincere Chriftian, 
when out of the fearefulneffe of his diflruftfuli fpirit, he puts 
off all comfort, though truely humbled, after enfnarement 
in fome more fpeciall affrighting finne. Let nofwine tram­
ple upon it.

In all kinds of temptations, by the power of that promife, 
I Cor. 10.13. Nay, even amidft variety of them by obeying 
that precept, lam. 1.2. My brethren, count it all joy when you 
fall into divers temptations.

In fpirituali defeition, by refreihing, and refting thy 
finking foule, in the meane time untill the Lord returne, 
upon that fureft Rocke, Ifaiab 30.18. Bleffedare all they that 

E 4 waite
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waite for him. Molt bleilid , deare, and fwcetell Sanctu­
ary I If the Chrillian dye in that waiting Slate, he Shall be 
certainely fayed. For the holy Gholi pronounceth him 
h/cffed.

In the deepe, and almoil defpairing apprehensions of chine 
extreme vilencfle, and, as it were, nothingnefle in grace, by 
apprehending that moil mercifull promife from Gods owne 
mouth, Ifai. 4?. 25. · ,

In thy perplexed and troubled thoughts about returne af­
ter, baektliding; by thofe comfortable encouragements, lore. 
3.11,12,13,14,22. Ho/: 14.1,2,4.

In doubts of lofing the love of God, and life of Grace; 
by consideration of thofe paflages in Gods Booke, where it 
appeares, that the love of God unto his child, inrefpedof 
tendernefle, and conltancy, is infinitely dearer then that of a 
moll loving mother to her little one, Ifaiah^y. I j. Stronger 1 
then rhe Rony Mountaines, and Rockes of Hint, ίβιί. 54.10. 
asconftant as rhe courfes ofthe Sunne, and of theMoone, 
and of the Starres, and of the day, and ofthe night, lere* 
31.36.and 33.20. nay,asfure,as God himfelfe, Pfil.3^.^3,. 
34, 35- ,

In the Haile-flormes of Slanderous arrowes, and empoy- 
foned darts of difgrace, by cleaving to molt glorious pro- 
mifes, 1 Pet.4,14. Afdtrh.^.U. '

In the valley.of the fhaddow of death; by an aflurance of 
Gods mercifull omnipotent prefence, Pfnl. 23.4.

In the extremity and depth of fuch defperate diftrefles, 
and perplexities; wherein, in thy prefent feeling, thoucanit 
fee, andfindeno poiTibility of helpe from Heaven or Earth, 
God or Man; but art both helpelefle andhopelefl ’e, as the 
Church complaines, Lam. 3. 18. by fuch like places as thofe, 

io. 2 Chron.20,12. Gen. 22.14. Exod, 14. ϊ 3.
Pfil. 73.6^. "

In every thing, or any thing that fhall, or can poffibly, 
befall thee; prosperity, or povertie; crofle, or comforts 
calmnefleot confcience, ortempefts of terrour; life or death, 
Ac, By extracting abundance of unconquerable patience^d 

peace.
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peace of foule, from thofe three heavenly golden conduits 
of fweeteft comfort, Rom. 8.18,2 8,32.

Thus in any trouble of foule, body, good name, out­
ward ftate, prefent, or to come; thou may eft by the fo- 
veraigne power of faith working upon the Word, notone- 
ly draw outthe fting , andexpell thepoyfonof it; but alio 
create a" great deale of comfort co thy truely-humbled 
foule, and maintains it in defpire of all mortall orinfernall 
oppofrtion, in a conftant fpirituall gladnefle. For all thofe 
promifes, whereupon thy heavy heart in fuch cafes may re- 
pofe, andrefrcfh itfelfe, have their being from the blefled 
name lehovah: See Exod. 6. 3. and therefore areas fare, 
as God himfelfe : they are feakd with the bloody fufferings 
of his onely Sonne and therefore as true, as truth it felfe : 
and, if thoubein Chrift, are all as certainely thine, asthe 
heart in thy body, or blood that runnes in thy veinesr Nay··, 
and a little more for thy comfort, the glory of Gods truth is 
mightily advanced, and himfelfe extraordinarily pleafed, by 
thy more refolute, ftedfaft, and triumphant cleaving unto 
them. What ablefled, fweet, and heavenly life then is the 
life of faith ? ( .

V, Apprehend in thy minde, andfettje in thine heart, a . 
true eftimate, and right conceit of thefabftance and power, 
marrow, and materials of Chriftianity. Which doth not 
confift, as too many fappofe.

In outward fhewes, profeffion, talking: in holding 
flrift points, defending precife opinions, contefting againft 
the corruptions of the.times: In the worke wrought, ex* 
ternall formes of religious exercifes, fet-taskes of hearing, 
reading, conference, and the like : in fome folemne out- 

'ward extraordinary abftinences and forbearances, cenfa- 
ring others, &c. But, * in righteoufaefli, peace, joy in ‘ Hun>iliras in 
biliris in fide, verecundiam verbis, in FaUis juftitia, in operibns mifcricordi^in moribus^faoh^ 

jiitnm face:c non nolle, ΛΓιά-ΐη, rolcrare porte,cum Fracibusp.icem centre, Deum toio corde dilmere 
imarc m illoquud Pater eft, time, e quod Deus eft , Chrillo nihil omnino prxponcre, quianecnobis 
rile quicquam przpoluit, charicaci eji»s infcparabiliccr adlirrcrc----- Quando deejus nomine, &lionor« 
«tumen eft, exhibcrcin lermoncconftanrum, qua confitemur: in qaatftionefiduciun, qu.-i com>redi- 
muti inmonopacicntiam, qua coronamur. Hoc eft cohan cdcm Chrifti vcllccflc, hoc eft prscepntm

Wiic,hoc eft Voliinutera Pattis athmplce, Carina <lc Mt· Dimin.
the
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die hotyGhoft: in meekenefle, tender-heartednefie, love? 
in patience, humilide, contentednefle: in mortification 
of finne, moderation of paflion, holy guidance of die 
tongue: inworkesof mercy, juftice, and truth: in fideli- 
de, painefulnefle in our Callings , confcionable converging 
with men: in reverence unto fuperiours, love of our ene­
mies, an open-hearted reall fruitfull affe&ionatenxfle, and 
bounty to Gods people: in heavenly-mindednefie, felfe- 
deniall, the life of faith: in dif-efteeme of earthly things, 
contempt of the World, refolute hatred of finne : in ap- 
prooving our hearts in Gods prefence, a fweet communion 
with him, comfortable longing for the commingof the Lord 
Jeius, See.

Yet miilake me not; thou muft make a {hew, profefieand 
talke, if thou wouldeft have Chrift lefus toowne thee at 
diat laft and dreadfull Day, Mark^ 838.

It is therefore aii idle and brainelefle cavillof fome lewd 
ignorant Lozels, to fay; We can by no meanes endure thefe 
ihewes; Cannot a man be religious to himfelfe, except he 
hang out his flag, and letall the world know it ? For where 
die power of Religion is, there will bedieihewalfo. .Pain- 
jeed fire ftnnesnot, afeends not, heatesnot: buttrue fire is 
everinfeparablyattendtd with thefe properties. We cannot 
put a Candle in a Lanthorne, but the light will ihew it felfe 
diorow the homes; if true grace be planted in the heart, it 
will ihine forth in our words, geftures, a^liohs, all carriages, 
and our whole converfation. Hethat will take ihewes from 
the fubftance of Religion, let him take brightnefie from the 
Sunne, gliftering from Gold, breathing from a live-body. 
Shew and profefiion of Chrift before men, is commanded, 
as well as the fubftance and foundnefle of heart. Ramans 10. 
9,10.

Thou muft be a patrone, and in fome good meafure, a 
prattifer of precife points, if ever thou wilt have true peace 
and aflurance of walking in die narrow path , that leads un­
to life; 33yofivalki»gf>redfiljy Ephef.’i.i'). Being fervent in 
Jpirit, Rom. 12, II. Striving to enter in at the βraite gate,
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Luke 13· 24· Selfe-deniall, 14· 2^· $ Mrfaffing the righteortf 
wtfeof the Scribesand Tharifecs, Mattb.$.2O. Laying violent 
hands and hold upon the Kingdome of Heaven, C^Matth. 11, 
12. Ina word : of the way which is calledHoly , and yet fo 
fpoken againft every where, Λί?. 28.22. For I meane onely 
that precifenefle which is commended unto us, and comman­
ded by the blefled Spirit in Gods pure and holy Word. I 
know, all paflages of fan&ification are too precife; and para­
doxes, intolerable and burdenfome to flelh and blood, and in 
the interpretation of worldly wifedome, which notwithftan- 
ding are eafie and fweet to mortified men.

Thou muft ftand at the ftaves end, againft the finnes ofthe 
times, and like the Eagle,prune up thy felfe againft a ftorme, 
or elfe thou art a temporizer.

Outward exercifes of Religion, are as it were the body, 
without which,the foule of Chriftianity hath no exiftence.

Thou muft be content to abridge, and confutethy Chri- 
ftian liberty at any time, according to opportunities,and exi­
gents, for the enlargements of Gods glory, the building up 
of thy brother, and fnaffling thine owne rebellious nature.

Thou mayeft, and muft judge by the fruits. It is Chrifts 
Rule, .Matth. 7. \6, If therefore thou feeft the abominable 
and unfavoury fruits of lying, fwearing, drunkennefle, Sab­
bath-breaking, uiury, fcoffing at Religion, &c. hanging out 
in the fight of the Sunne; thou mayeft juHly cenfurethe tree 
to be rotten, and for the prefent, fewell for the fire of Hell. 
Thou mayeft judge no man raihly, nor of his final! eftate: 
(If we fee a malefaftour caft, and condemned for fome grie­
vous crime, yet reprieved unto the next Aflize; no man can 
fay, he {hall be certainly hanged , becaufe a pardon maybe 
procured, and come from the King in'th’e meane time: it js 
fo in the prefent cafe.) But thou mayeft call a fpade, a fpadej 
a drunkard, a drunkard, an ufurer, an ufurer. Ocherwile, if 
thou dawbe and diflemble, how (halt thou ever bee able to 
eicapeliablenefleto that^bomination, Prov. 17. 15. Hee 
that juftifieth the wicked, and he that condeneneth the jtijf · e- 
vtn they both Are abomination to the Lord. And to_jhe fting 

of-
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of that woe, Ifni, 5. 20. f^cennto them that call evi/l, good · 
and good eviH that put darhenefefor light; and light for dark- 
nejjef that put litter for fweet, and fweet for bitter. Yet 
know, that ipeaking the evill thou certainly knoweftby an­
other, muft be feafonable, charitable and dilcreet: nor out of 
humour,fpleene,imperioufnefle,atthy pleafure; butfor Gods 
honour, the.goodof the party, thine owne difeharge, upon a 
a warrantable calling, &c. according to thofe Rules I Ihall 
hereafter deliver for guiding the tongue.

My meaningtheninthispointis; that thole greater mat­
ters be dearlieft prized, and principally plyed proportionably 

Matb. 13.13. to their worth and waight; and yet thefe lefler things not 
neglected. It is too true, that thofe who are more fierce, and 
forward about the ceremonials, and circumftantials, then 
truely hoc and zealous in the efientials, and fubftantials of 
Chriftianity, proove too often vaine-glorioufly, and proudly 
mounted upon that foule helliih fiend, Hypocrifie, and po­
lling apace towards fome fearefull Apoftacy, or Anabaptifti- 
call phrenfie.

V I. Let thy fpi rit,be mindfull of its owne heavenly birth, 
immortall'nature, and everlafting home,ever generoully for- 
tifieitlelfe with viftorious refolution againft worldlmefle, 
the canker and cut-throat of all heavenly-mindednefie, and 
hearty converfation above. Of all the foule-fiends,thac haunt 
the hearts of carnall men, there is none that holds a ftronger 
oppofition, and counter-motion to walking with God, then 
covetoufnefle. Ambition, lenfuality, and other wayes of 
death, cut off their Haves with accurfed difacquaintance, 
and eflrangemenefarre enough from all comfortable accefle 
unto the Throne of Grace: but affedions nailed and glued 
to the Earth, have this peftilent precedency, that they hold 
the remoteft point of declination, from the warmth and in­
fluence of any fweet communion with the Sunne of righte- 
oulnefle,and Gods glorious face. All earthly minded men 
ordinarily, howfoever they may bee outwardly reftrained 
andreferved, are fecret deriders of the power of godlinefle, 
ho]y ftridnefle of the Saints,and myftenes of Grace. And the

Pharifeet
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Pharifcs a Ifo, faith Lt-ke, chap. 16.14. ^0 weye covetow 
beard all theft things , and they derided hitn : even mockt, 
and made themfelves merry with the fearching, and heart­
piercing Sermons of the Sonne of God. Their hearts, and 
hopes are wholly anchored upon the Earth, and loekt up in 
theirchefts I and therefore they dreame of 110 other heaven, 
then their golden hoards, heapes of wealth, and preient 
cemporall happinefle. Whereas notwithstanding, one re- 
treihing glimpfe finning, and Ihedde into our hearts from 
Gods pleafed face, and well-grounded aflurance of being 
His, is infinitely more worth then all the gold that ever the 
Sunne made, or ihal 1 make while it Hands in Heaven,

VII. Let thy holy affeftions bee ever thorowly war­
med , and ravifht a extraordinarily with the love of God. a si 
To which, there are infinite inflaming motives and Obliga- 
tlons. llifq; GiTpiriis /p-

r 1. Hee being abfolutely confidered, is immeafurably
lovely. The moft attraftive objedis of infatiable love, and mhn,quo’jucun- 
all amiable excellencies, are eminently and tranfcendently ^us ‘.' /ι'317 
triumphant in him eternally. Beatittie,Glory,Worth,Wife- quu i st jus, epo 

dome, Greatnefle, Goodnefle, Holinefle, Puritie, anything, 
every thing that is any waies admirable and love-wor- lum a terra, «

thy. omnia qux in cis

a. Or confider him in relation to himfelfe; andfhouldeft X dicere*, vt 
thon every moment thorow an interminable time,lay downe aTem ^amoum 
ten thouiand lives for His fake, thou couldeft never come Tto.p.Mj.iooj. 
neerethe requitall of the leaft inch of His infinite love to- ’ 
wards thee, which reachethfrom everlafting, to everlafting.
I. Hee bore thee in the bofome of this His free love from all 
eternitie, and that fodearely, that from the fame eternitie, 
Hee decreed that his owi’e deare Sonne ihould die for thee.
2. Hee brought thee out of the abhorred ftate of being no­
thing, into the ranke of his reafonable and nobleft creatures.
3. Hee bought thee againe, when thou hadft wilfully loft 
thy felfe, with the heart bloud of His onely Sonne. 4. Hee 
preferves thee everyday from a thoufand dangers , athou­
iand deaths, which might feize upon thee, both from with­

in
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in, and from without, y. He will ihortly crowne thee with 
e v er 1 ailing life, fulnefle of joy,and pleaiures at his right hand 
forevermore.

- 2. Thirdly, confider the unquenchable impatience of
Chrifts inflamed love unto thee, now wafhed with His 
Bioud, and beautified with His grace, Canticles, 4. 9. Thou 
haft ravished my heart, faith Hee to the Church,and by confe- 
quent to every true Chriihan, my Sifter, my Spotife, thou baft 
ratified mine heart with one of thine eies^ with one chaine of thy 
tiecke. Nowloveisofchacalluringnature,thacmany itmesit 
will draw love from a man, when there is no lovely pare in 
the partie loving. What a deale of love then doth the Sove- 
raigneLordofall goodnefle, the well-fpringof allbeautie, 
excellency, and fwtetnefle exaft at our hands ? efpecially 
fith wee are his meere creatures, in refpeftboth of our nacu- 
rall being,outward ftate,gracious ftate,and the ftate of glory? 
See how His fpirituall amiableneflc is ihadowed by outward 
beauties, Cant-ζΛθ.

VIII. Prize the fruition of Gods pleafed face, aneerer 
communion and acquaintance with his blefled Majeftie, the 
Jove and light of His countenance; and thereupon a free and 
frequent acceiTe,with anhumble boldnefle, unto the throne of 
Grace, at afar higher and more unvaluable race, than heaven 
and earth; as a very rail fruitfull fore-taile of eternall joyes. 
For to fay no more at this time; If thou hold an holy famili- 
aritie with thy God, and He looke plealedly upon thee, thon 
{halt grafpe lefus Chrift more fweetly and feelingly in the 
armesof thy Faith; partake more plentifully of the joyfull 
freedome, prefence, and communication of His comforting 
Spirit; bee guarded more ftrongly and narrowly by His glo­
rious Angels, fucke more fweetnefle and heavenly Manna 
out cf the Miniftery, and ocher His blefled Ordinances; 
walke infafetieamongft the creatures,like an unconquerable 
I-yon: Thotiftalt bee in a league with the fiones ofthe field, and 
the beafts of the field fhall bee at peace with thee t when thott 
goeffthygate foall not bee fir nite and when thou runnefi, thott 
fialt vet fall; when thou ficepeft, thy flcepe [bull bee Jweetc; thou 
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fla.lt dwell fit fly, and none fall make thee afraid: Thon fait 
never Wore bee afraid ofany evil I tidings, orofdcflrtddionwhea 
it cowmeth: when thou pa ftfl thoro-tv the waters, thy Godflail 
bee with thee· andthorow rivers , they fljaH not overflow thee ί 
when thou walkefi thorow the fire, thou /halt not bee burnt \ nei­
ther Jhall the flame kindle upon thee, efle. And if at any time 
thou beefeized upon by any erode or calamitie from any 
of die creatures; any trouble or temptation, from man or 
Divell; any lowring or crueltie from the iniquitie of the 
times, or perfecuters of the truth; yetthe refrelhing beames 
of Gods pleafed face ihining upon his heart, through the 
darkenefle of iuch difeomforts , will fweetely mitigate, re· 
vive, and infinitely make amends for all, Thepoyfon and 
cutie of them ihall never come neere thy foule. The 
Lord in the meane time, like an Eagle fluttering about 
herneft, will moft tenderly defend and protect thee, Efiaiah 
31.5. and at length moft certamely come like a young Lyon 
roaring on his prey for thy relcue and glorious enlargement, 
Jfaiah 31.4.

1 X. Labour by aconftant watch to keepe thy heart in a 
fpirituali temper ftill,and ftill fweetly content,and fruitfully 
converfant in the My fterie of Chrift,and Secrets of His King- 
dome,which thou (halt more eafily doe; If thou firft rejoyce 
in God, his Word,and Graces, as thy chiefeft joy, and great­
eft advantage. 2. By all earthly things,be drawne to the love 
of heavenly. E or though God hath appointed but one Sab­
bath infeven daies for his more folemnepublike worihip,yec 
to a Chriftian, every dayis fanfbfied to beeareft from all 
the deeds of the fleih, wherein hee is to walke with his God, , 
and fhew forth the religious keeping of his heart and good 
confidence, in every action of his whole life; fo making e­
very paflage of his particular Calling, a part of Chriftian 
obedience, and dutie unto God. 9. Let the noblenefle of 
thine inlarged Spirit, as infinitely difdaine to bee any waies, 
upon any tearmes, in bondage to the corruption of the timesg 
fofinde a farre Iweeter relifh, and take incomparably more 
contentment hi the fervices of eby Lord, and his holy Ordi­

nances?
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nances, then in all his outward benefits, and favours of this 
life. For as the beft of thefe abufed, will moft certainely at 
the Barre of God, turne fcourgesand Scorpions to the world- 

Quidvcfper ve- COn/cience; and in che meane time, there is no man fo 
tintcrtum, a0-urtij of honour, of bis riches, health, or life ; but .

that hee may bee deprived of either, or all, the very next 
houre, or day to come ; fo che other will proove unto the 
Chriftian, having beene confcionably and conftautly exer- 
cifed in them, as a rich ftocke, to bring in comforc, patience, 
and inward peace, in his moft need and greateft extremitie. 
4. As foone as tbou difcovereft any fpirituall weakened or 
decay, any extraordinary affault, temptation, deadnefte,&c. 
complaine betime, cry mightily unto God, give him no reft 5 
neither give over feeking, untill he returne unto thy foule, 
with power, and.lifeagaine. If ordinary meanes willnoC 
prevaile,preffe upon him with extraordinary: if then hee doe 
noc revive thee with wonted quickning vigour, waite with 
.apatienc wakefull longing of all the powers of thy foule; 
and.then all this while thy foule is ftill in its true fpirituall 
temper, and a moft blefled ftate. Szelfa. 30.18. 5.Decline 
watchfully all occafions of falling fro m thy firft love,ferven' 
cie, and heavenly-mindednefle: as fpirituall pride, knowne 
bypocrific, defire toberich,difcontinuanceoftliine intimate- 
nefte with the godly, neglect of thy particular Calling , or 
daily watch over thy heart; ungodly company, forme in re­
ligious duties, coldnefle and cuftomarinefle in the ufe of the

i meanes, &c. 6. Suffer not thine affections to bee chained 
downe, andfet too much upon thole things which che com­
mon fort and greaceft part of men fecke after iniatiably, 
and flavilhly finke under ; praife, profit, credit, accepta­
tion with the world, favour of great Ones; mirth, plea- 
fures, eafe, feare, forrow, earthly contentment, prefer­
ment, wealth, longlife, or any worldly thing: buc debafe, 
anddifefteemeall ocher delights inrefpeclof doing Gods 
will; which Ihould ever tee unto thee meate anddrinke, chy 
£hiefeft and choifeft recreation, and onely paradife upon 
earch.

X. Lee
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X, Let thy foule full’often foare aloft upon the wings
• of faith, unto the glory ef che Empyrean Heaven , where cu'me 

Goddwelleth, and bathe it felfe before hand-with many a farmimitcr rer 
fweet meditation in that everlafting blifte above. Oh thinkc {}y,^ 
with thy felfe, (though it farre pafie the reach of any mor- w«iu Pathar- 
tall thought) what an infinite inexplicable fweeteuefle it
will bee, to looke for ever upon the glorious Body of lefus pofto’os,.n!miran. 
Chrift fliining with incomprehenlible b'-auciejand co con-^2 
hder,that even every veine ofthat bleifed Body bled co bring fciforum, &c· 
thee to Heaven : and that it being with fuch excefle of ,όο^. ‘ 
glory hypoftatically united unto the Second perfon in the 
Trinitie , hath honored and advanced thy nature, in that re- 
fpect, farre above the brighteft Cherub ! To fay nothing of 
the beautie and brightnefte of that tver-blefled Place, that 
unapprochable Light, which befets Gods dreadtull Throne, 
the walking arme in armewith che Angels of God, that e- 
vcrlafting joy full communion, and converfing wich thedea- 
seft Chriftianfriends, and all che crowned Saints, and in­
numerable felicities moe, which infinitely furpafte in ex­
cellence and fweetnefle, che comprehenfion of the largeft 
heart, and expreflion of any Angels tongue : contemplate 
principally the fountaine of all thy blifte; how the migh- 
tie It hova H, God blefied for ever, will powre out 
ofhimfelfe, by the influence of Beatificall Vifion, as they 
call it, perpetual! rivers of unutterable joyes, and pleafures 
upon thy glorified Body and Soule, thorow all eternitie 5 
even as the Sunne powres out his beames and ihining 
every day afrelh upon the world, without emptinefle or 
end: and with fuch virictie, (forhee is infinite) chat they

. ihall bee unto thee, as frefh, as new, as fweete, as ra- 
viihing , millions of yeares after thou haft dwelt in thofe 
Manfionsofreft, as they were, the very firft moment thou 
enteredft that blifiefull Place. Such fixed confidcrations 
as thefe, of things above, will ferve as notable helps to 
draw and keepe thy heart Heaven-ward, and may migh- 
£ ly moove thee to delight in God, and to hold it the 
fweeteft life upon earth, so walke vyith him in the waies of

F Puricie
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Puritic and Peace. Me-thinkes, if a man doe but once a day 
fericully and folemnly thus caft up the eye of his Faith, upon 
that never-fading. Crowne of Lite, which after an inch of 
time, (hall eternally reft upon his head the goodly fplendour 
thereof,and beames of that incomparable joy, ihould bee able 
to difpell thofe miftes of fading vanities, and hurtfull fumes 
of honours, riches, and earthly pleafures, which this great 
dung-hill of the World, heated by the fire of inordinate luft, 
doth evaporate, and enterpofe betweene the fight of the foule 
and celeftiall Blifle : So that heemight with more affeftio· 
nate freedome,and contempt of earth, have his converfation 
above 5 and tume the current of all his delights, love, and 
longings, with more refolution and conftancie towards his 
heavenly home.

Mui 15·

Thefe Preparatives thus premifed, I proceed to iome ge- 
neralldireftionsforamore comfortable walking in the way 
that is called Holy.

i. Firft,.and before all other things, have a ipeciall 
eye and attendance to a fincere, conftant, and fruitfull 
performance of holy duties, Gods lervices. And to fay 

“ ncc Γοΐηπ> vo nQC^’n2 Pun&uaUy and particularly at this time, of private 
bis * reading the Scriptures,publike hearing the Word,perfonall
in Bcclcfia din- Prayer, and with thy yoke fellow, if thou live in that eftate, 

nbmio fingingof Pfalmes, Meditation, Conference, dayes of hu- 
domibus vcftris, miliation, &c. of which thou muft proportionably make 
X^cglres ri confcience in their due place, obferving alfo in them the 
quirite,ctiibenter enfuing Cautions: for a knowne grofle, cuftomary neglect 

de any holy dutie, religious exercife , divine Ordinance, 
54 in its feafon, may bring a dampe upon the reft, and a 

confumption upon the whole body of Chriftianitie; I fay, 
to leave thefe and the like, in their couries and turnes to
bee performed alfo with all good confcience and following 
Cautions, lonely at this time purpofely advife, for the 
better fanflifying thy felfe and all about thee to a more 
comfortable and fucceflefull mannaging of all affaires, bu- 
finefles, and under-takings, either fpirituall or civill 5 that 
clioubeingMafterofaFamily, (pr I Angle out fuch an one 

for
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forinftance, be everfuretoglorifieGod, amidft thy people, rt An[£ om„w 
bya Morning and b Evening facrifice of Prayers and praifes a&usfcculijdabc- 

to his heavenly Highnefle. n"'s ailus bab'^
In the difcharge of which friaine dutie of Chriftia- quicfcftcs,8e dor- 

nitie, utterly negle&ed by the moft, and empoyfoned to 
many, by their refting onely in theworke wrought, take ^’im mfi Deus” 

heede of growing into forme, cuftomarinefle, c perfunfto-^Ofimicn:cra tu- 
rinefle, which will moft certainely draw the very life-bloud ■„ 
and breathing out of thofe holy bufinefles; being everinfomnum,&ob- 

the canker and cut-throate of all true godlinefle, and gra­
cious acceptation with God. Labour therefore by a re-niiseffintiir,urnC 
verent recollecting of all the powers of thy foule, and freih'^"'^0^^ 
renewing and ftrengthening thy watch at every ieverall tur, addle fibi 

time, topreferve heart and fpirit in thofe daily devotions, 
and family-duties. Which thou flialt the better doe, if igirurDem adeft 

thou looke to, 2. A right difpofttion before: 2. Α
addle non pof- 

iuntj&a neSurnis inGdiis genus hominum ipfe enftodiatj quia id tempons ad cuftodiendum alter 
nemo pcrvigilat. Debeo ergo illi gratiam, quia ot ego (ccurus dormiam , illc pervigilat- Jpic enim 
nos Deus miros cubitum quodam gremioquietis fufeipit; & Hidauro pacis recondite (crvat;&ca- 
liginum quad™ tuitione in hicem deFendk, &c. ^mbr.Ltb Serr» Scrr».^. b Sed & ciim vefpcra di­
em daudit, ipfl debcmus per.pfalrerium laudem docere, & gloriam ejus modular» fuavitate concincr& 

----------Hoc aurem ut faccamus, fiacres, non folum docemurrationc; fed ctiam admoncmur excnaplis. 
Nonne enim videmus minutifiimas aves, cum illuccfccntcm diem aurora producir, etquibufdam ni- 
dorxm cubiculis varia duleedine perfonate, et id ftudiofd agerc priulquam procedant, iitCteatorcm 
Glum, quia loquela non poflunt, fuavirate demulceant ? Et quemadmodutn uUaquxque carum, quoniam 
confeffionenequit, moduli» probat obiequium ; ita ne vidcatur fibi devotin’ gratias agere, qua: dul- 

’ ciiis perfonavic 5 lioc ctiam paSo dici eurlii fimilitcr facere ? Qujd ergo fibi vulc ifta certis temporibus 
difpofica cantilena, et jugis iutentio 5 nifi gratiarum quatdam fit immodcrata confeifio ? PafloriCBiin 
Gio avis innoxia, qui iermone non poteft, fuavirateblanditur. Habcnt cnim& aves Paftorcm fuum ; 
ficutait Dominus, Refpicitc volatilia , quoniam non nent, neque metunt 5 et Pater vefter qui eft in 
call's palcir ilia. At quibus tandem cibis pafcunmr aves ? viliHimis feilicee et terrenis. Aves ergo prop­
ter viles elcas gratias agunt j tu pretiofilfimis epulis pafecris, et ingratus es ? Quis igitur non eru- 
befcat Tenfum hominis habens , fine Pialmorum cclcbritate diem claudcrcj cum ipfrc avesadgraa- 
ficandum Pfalterii fuavitatem pafultcnt; cr cjns glotiam, non vcrfuum duleedine perfonarc ; cujuslau- 
demvolucrcsmodulara cantilena pronunciant ? Imitare ergo, fratcr, minarilfimas aves mane, et vcT- 
pcrc Creato.’i gratias referendo. Et li cs devotior, imitac Lufciniasn, cuiquum addiccndas lauda 
dies Tola non iufneit, noiturna fpacia pervigili cantilena decurtit, &c- Idtm ibid. Aves ciim eunt cu­
bitum, quaG peraSolitimunere anhera canto mulcerc coufuerunr, ut dccurG vel adoriendi nodurni 
juntaac diurni tcmpoiis laudcs fuo reFcrant Creatori. Magnum incentivuni cxcitandi nobis devorio- 
nis : Quis cniin icnliim hominis gerens, non crubcicat fine Pialmorum cdebritatedicm claudere, ciim 
ctiam minutilfimi aves folenni devotions, et dulci carmine ortusdierum ac nodium piofcquantur ? 
Idem ilc am. lib b-raf· ta. Ad omneopus quodtunque inclioavcrisfacere,primum invoca Deum,et 

gratias ei age, et aim confummavens illud, fimilitcr fac, Tcm. 4 /ar a. /Mg. 5^0. c Non
ago dclabiis tanritmmodoma p-ocedat oratio : Animo tarns inicndc, intrain rccciTuinpefloristui to­
ttis ingrcdcrc· Non te pcifundorium vidcat die, suite placcredefideras· Videat quia ex corde or.is,ut tc 
Ct cordcorantem dignetur nudirc. .Ambr. dt Sarm. l;b - C. c<V J· 

F 2 rjtuall

icrv.it


68 Gcntrt'l directions for λ

ritual!behaviour, in the doing : 3. An holy carriage after­
ward.

I. Forchefirft: T. Come not before God with any finne 
lying upon thy confcience unrepented of, or delighted in, 

rtCimomnitem-fee 66.18. 2. Neither with pafiion, wrath, or
quantum heart-burning againft 8 any. 3. Stirre up and quicken the 

' and particular appreheniions of thy “ Faith, 
dimiMutrtm-about the things defifed and deprecated. In a word, in 

the Apollles words, for that is my meaning; Lift up 
w3t\orK-Kczi^iholj hand: without wrath and doubting. Bring, I. Refo- 

iution againil a11 finne» 111 refpeft of God : 2. Peace and 
n.uio>nciriqm-appeafcdpaflions, inrefpeft of men; 3. Aflurance to bee 
d^oi^onem^'^03^» in reipeft of thy felfe. Or thus: Before thou fall 
Magis phcifo upon thy knees, {hake off three empoyfoning and heavie 
Qwdcnbniafce- hmderances , which will clog and clip the wings of thy 
ηΩ scout pec- Prayers, that they will never bee able to afeend up unco 

Heaven : finne, anger, diftruft : and poflefie thy heart ad ora lonem. ut ’ p > ,r 7
tua tibi ddiSa ot three excellent helpes, and inflaming furtherances: 
doncimr, & aim j. right apprehenfion of Gods dreadfulnefle, puritje, 
ksicMU.JVpower, &c. 2. A true fenle of thy owne vilenefle, a- 
Duobm modis bominablenefle, nothtngnefie, &c. 3. A hearty furvey 
ncimpctrawqui?°f cl’e infinitene/Te, and unexpreflablenefl'e of Gods boun- 
quepoiHt,qu^d tie, bltffings, and many companionate forbearances co- 

wards thee.
malacomnucit; 2. For the fecond, T.Repell with an undauntedfpi-
fe c toto'cordc ric > ref°lute contempt , Satans blafphemous d mjetti- 
non dimitrir,srm ons, if hee bee bufie that way (and hee is ordinarily moil .

1 fpigbtfull againft the beft bufinefles,) and the rather, be- 
4 o l,omo/a.icm caufe if they bee heartily abominated and abandoned 

at- w’c^ heart-rifing and loathing , they are put upon the 
ro'lerc ; oqilos
tuos in terram ditigebas; & fubito acetpifti gratiam Chrifti^ omnia tibi pore am dimifta funr.------ - 
—— Idco prjfume, non deopcratione rui, fed deChiifti gratia· Gratia cnim ialvati eftis, ftpofio- 
lusaic· Non ergo hie arrogantia eft , fed fide, ^f.nb. de 5arr lil> Inex cf Orar. Demin. _
ci Tim.2. δ. d Solct LcquiiTimiis Jioftis tam ftxdid.is ronnunquam & impias cogitariones infer-' 
jementi, tit quttentatut, dem fuum illud putat efte qund cogitat, detcriorem ic pet (piritumimmun- 
cum piopoftto fuo arbitretut efTeflum : multoque pnnotem animam htbuifle fecredat, ciim adhuc 
tes tcculi anurer- Vuk cnimiis, quibus invidet, calliddEmus inimicusborrorcm ptopuftti a deC- 
pcririonefjcereranaitatis: uc cos obfidpne wiftitii/ctii a p.opoiito nun icvocat, ctrte retmeat ptc- 

£^Π·ΐ3·^·
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Divelsfcore, and are onely thy croffes, not thy a finnes. "11 110 ■
T.r t I τι r 11 I 11 , · 1 ~ onibtH , qu* <C-

2. Watch over the World With all care and timely oppoii- pugnanti, & invi- 
tion.that if it be poflible, not an earthly ° thought may creepe co animo fllfi8c- 
mco thy heart all the while. 3. Strive to hold thy heart in mcnscnm hororc 

heate, as well in confeflion as deprecation; in deprecation as ^oda(^tn'tiwr 
petition jininterceffion asforperfbnallbkffings; as well forn0n cftpcccatiun 
puritie of heart, as pardon of finne,throughout; though there 
may be difference of heate, and cry ing unto God, according Snerofas cogita- 

to the nece(fide and neereneffe ofthepaflage in the prayer, «κ>«> ·» «ί™ 
to our particular, or the more univerfall good defired. Prayer q^XX^fiftae 

is the creature of the holy Ghoft, every part whereof, wee vuir,& tamtn non 
fliould heartily wiih, and earneftly wraftle , that Hee would S^’iXir',·^’ 

proportionably animate as it were,and thorowly enlive, even eulos menus muC· 
as the foule doth the body. pStia^r-*

3. For the third, withall intention and watchfulnefle,pur- ftrepunt ran.-e in 

fue and prefle after the things prayed for, by a timely appre- ,.
henfion, fruitfuliexercife, and utmoft improvement of all homo plerunquc 
occasions,ordinances, helpes and heavenly offers, which may d‘;
any waies concurre to the ccmpafling ofthem. For inftance: phmtarnuta cor- 
Thou prayeft forknowledge: walke then, when thou haft
done, wich a conftant endeavour, in the ftrength of this pray- y[4 fcntit.qua: vj 
er, thorow all the meanes,reading,hearing,conferring,pradH-in confciGone c- 
fing (for even chat alfo is a meanes to increafe knowledge, X"., ' ^ahorl 

loh.j. 17. efpeciallexperimental!) catechizing, &c. for the J“^c.cquant0di- 
ftoring of thy underftanding with all facred illuminations hibet'mfbraf^ 

and holy fenfes of Gods faving Word. Let no opportunities™ iniquiratis 
peccato , cant» 

ilriftiiis hujulmodi I'pirituqmtitur crpull'atnr· Ciim enim illeinratiabili3homicida,ab<xterioriien(u- 
ahtateicvidctexclufum. interiori collefiis vi ribus aggreditur- Scdfpiritualishomoqui omnia judicat, 
Hlius aftutias non ignorar. Reprimic quod poreft: quod aurcm non poreft reprimcro, rolerat: quia 
er fi latratom cam’sCuilinct, morfum non timet· Lai rat enim cum fiiggcrit: tunc veto mordet, ciim ad 
confmlum perttabit: Ted cum non ingerir, quodfuggelfit , tunc non vulnerat, fed co ion at: qui erfi 
fin ientem cruciat, non obligat non conientientem, Bern. lib. de Conjc- eni.de miiltiP, tanet. cogirtr. 
b Quando eniin orans cogirar de uxore, de filiis, de mancipiis. de domo, de pofleflionibus, do pccq- 
ribus", de militia, de lucro, decapGs, ή aliis, qurlbnt innumcrabilia, qux fiiper cor incaurcorantis 
aicendunt ; nonne tibi videtur hieiynagoga malorum ? Cbryfoft· hem. Mmth· Plcrunquc
negotiator veniens ad orationem; auc avjnrs de petunia cogitat ; alter doiuctoj alter dehqnorejal- 
ter de cupiditate; et putat quod eum Deus poflit audirc ? .timbre, lib. 6. de Stern ctp. j.Cogitatioom- 
nisfecularis et carnalis ablcedat , nccquicquam tunc animus, quam id iblumcogitet , quod precatur· 
-------Qua: autem fegnltiacft alicnari, etcapi ineptis cogiratiombus et propbanis, ciim Dominura de­
pretatis quafi fit a!iud,quodmagis debeas cogitate, quamquodcum Deo loquaris· Quomodo teau- 
diria Deo poftulas; cum te ipie non audios ? Vis cdc Dcum mcmoiemtui,quando tuiplcmcmor ail 
non fis f typnan. de erationc Demintcn.
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Prov.4- »4>’S·

paffe,be violent in catching all occafions,forthe enriching thy 
braine with inch heavenly Ruffe, and hoarding up in thine 
heart fuch hidden treafures. If thou cry eft after knowledge, 
faith Salomon , and lifteft up thy voyce for underftanding, 
Chap. 2. 3. there is the prayer: If thou feekeft her at filler, 
andfearcheftfor her, as for hidden treafures^ verf 4. there is 
the endeavour : Then fhalt thou under ft and the fear e ofthe 
Lord, and find the knowledge of God, verfe J. there is the ble£ 
fingtiee Pfal.-iy.^, Againe, thou prayeft to bee preferved 
out of ill company : chon doert well: but when thou haft 
done,doeft thou make conference of chat counfell of Salomon,
Prov, 14,1 5. and by the power and impreiTion thereof, 
confront and oppofe the cunning incitements, and curfed im­
portunities of chine old companions,& brethren in iniquity ? 
.Enter not, faith Salomon, into the path ofthe wicked; andgoe not 
in the way of wicked men. Avoideit, pafe not byit\ tame from 
it, andpaffe away ,&c. Hee that makes Prayerthe end of Pray­
er, prayes only to pray,and refts in his prayer, thinking when 
that holy duty is done , that there is no more to bee done, 
prayes to nopurpofe. There muft bee good doings, as well 
as good duties. He that doth not earneftly, and in good fad- 
nefle afterwards fet himfelfe againft finnes deprecated, and 
puriiie with zeale and conference the graces and good things 
petitioned, his prayer is noc worth a button.

IL Decline idlenefle, the very ruft and canker of the 
foule, the Divels cuihion, pillow, chieferepofall; his very 
tide-time of temptation, as it were, wherein hee carries with 
much eafe, and without all contradiction, the current of our 
corrupt affeftions, to any curfed finne. And be diligent with 
conscience and faithfulneffe, in fome lawfull, honeft, particu­
lar Calling (a good teftimony, if other faving markes con- 
curre of truth, and true heartednefle, in thy generall Calling 
of Chriftianitie) not fo much to gather gold, and engrofle 
wealth, as for neceflary and moderate provifion for family 
and pofteritie : and in confcience and obedience to that com­
mon charge, laid upon all the fonnes and daughters of Adam 

Genet to the worlds end ; In the fwcat of thy face fall thou eats 
breads
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bread, till thou returne unto the ground. I. But ever goe about 
the affaires of thy Calling with a heavenly mind, feafoned, 
andfan&ified with habituall prayer, ejaculatory elevations, 
willingneffe,if God io pleafe,to be diflolved,andto bee with 
Chrift; pregnant with heavenly matter and medication,pickt 
out of the paffages of thy prefent bufineffe. For inftance; let 
the Husbandman in Seed-time, colleft this facred Soliloquie 
and heavenly thought; If I now take not the feaibn, I fnall 
have no harveft, but ftarve in winter. So proportionally; if 
I gather not Grace in this Sun-ihine of the Gofpel, and day 
of my vifitation, I fliall find nothing but horror upon my bed 
of death, and burne in hell for ever hereafter, &c. 2. In all 
thecivill bufinefles of thy perfonall Calling, let thy eye and 
aimebeupon Gods glory, as the prime and principall end of 
all thy a&ions, I Cor.io.3i. and in them feeke and ferve 
that glorious end of Gods honour, not io much in pro­
curing chine owne, as the good of Church, Common-wealth, 
Neighbours and family,&c. 3. By earthly imployments, do 
not become an earth-worme. In ufing the world, grow not a 
worldling, and fuch an one as findes more fweetnefle and 
pleafure in worldly dealings,and the commingin of thy Pro­
fits, then in thy heavenly trafficke andtreafures through the 
praftice and trade of Chriftianity.

III. In thy folitary feafons: 1. Single out fome fpeciall 
profitable choyie matter to meditate on all the while; there­
by both to prevent the ordidary intrufion of many vaine, 
foolifli, noy fome thoughts, impertinent wandrings,and wo- 
full trifling out thy precious time; and alfo to keepe thy fpi- 
rits, and the powers of thy foule aworke, left asmilftones 
wanting grift, grate and grinde one another, they wafte 
themfelves in a fruitleffe barren melancholy. When canft 
thou bee alone, and not have juft cauie, either to bufie thy 
mind about fome lawfull affaires of thy Calling; or wreftle 
withfome corruption, which troubles the peace of thy con­
fcience, or breake outinchepraifes of God, or fome other 
holy paffage of heavenly meditation, whereof there is fo 
great varietie and ftore ? 2. Watch and withftand, with all

F 4 godly
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iNccotprwcri- nodly iealoufie and care, two dangerous evils: I. Thoughts 
cxprxCcuti ddc- or plealures S from thy youthfuil hnnes > and unregenerate 
aari detenus. time, which at fuch times are ready to make re-entry, and 
AHlote, r^.’ very eager, being aided by the Devils cunning & hearts-cor- 
6.11. Q^nyrgo ruption, core-infeft and pollute thy foule againe with fenfu- 
vowtTrccordan- ali fiM» and renewed guiltinefle. And in this point take heed 
dis cum ddcaa- left the Divell delude thee in the glory of an Angel; or by the

cum^uadam Aa^s of his counterfeit light, caft into thy heart his iecret 
cuncupifccatia wilde-fire, and iparkes of lull. For in thy folitary muling, 
mw^orddn Ac- cb°u ITiaye^ refume into thy memory, the 11 abominations of 

tn thy former life, efpecially of chat finne, which was thy mini- 
bRecordari voJo θη-delight, and darling pleafure, uponpurpofe to bewaile 
cran(ials feedita- and deteft them; and yet without a very vigilant eye,the De- 
iu"corru “ones iniinuating fome fecret ticklings of wonted finnefull 
aninix mcz, non fweetenefte; that which was intended for an exercife and in- 

creafe of repentance, may curfedly end in the itteration and 
Deus nicus\idcm. re-injoyment of old filthy pleafures. 2.Take heed alfo at fuch 
• Abisjur/fc iu2 ^mes °£a&ing any new finnes,upon fenfual fuppofitions,and 
uria iiibdit, aique imaginary plots: asofworldlinefle, lull, ipeculative wan- 
toichcXa ΐίΓ £Οηηε^’ arn^^oni revenge> diihonouring Gods providence 
pium perpctmil by an unneceifary diftruftfull forecafiingof feareful accidents 
enum fingin et HpOn thy felfe, family, goods, pofterity, the State, &c. Some 
tribuitur opens, lonnes ot Beltal there are, who make no bones, as they lay, 
hoc crebriusagi- of afting all manner of uncleannefle fhorrible impuricie in 
gitation1'stI°nAiius the inward parts 1) by the meere worke of imagination, 
irz fe Domino When they cannot compafle and attaine the reall accom- 
coX" id?juigia pldhment of their furious and filthy projefts in out-ward 
etiim qux detmt afts, an^uponobjefts abroad, their abhominable defires re­

bounding as it were, with an impetuous and fatisfied rage 
mebas proferr, er upon their heated and envenomed paffions, aft and execute 
□utemC jurius^ auy k>ud of villanie,upon the invifible forge of a curfed1 con- 
fponjer;« cum templation. Itisftrange toconfider, how many, who carry 
qui obviet nullus
afli:, magnisclamoiibusiixas in corde componit· ------ Alius fe cyrannidi iiipcrbix fubjicit, --------Ho- 
norum iublimium iniula, appetir, cxaltari fucccflibus exquirit, locumquc quod die defiderar, fibiapud 
icmeiipium in cogitationibus depingx; jam qujfi tribunal! pr^iidej jam fibi parerc obfequia lubje- 
fiorum videt; jam citeris emiocr, pmaiiis mala irrogar,illis, qut'irrogavcrint,rccompenCar. lam apud 
icmcciplum ftiparus cuucis ad publicum proccdjr, jamquibus obiequiis fulciarur, confpicir; qui ramen 
hzc cogitans iolns repent, jam alia conculcar,alia fiiblevar, jam de conculcaris farisfacit odus, jam de 
fublcvaris rccipir favorcs, Gre^· Moral.Uh

a coun- 
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a counterfeit heaven in their outward behaviour, fhould 
harbour fuch execrable hells in their hearts ί J. Let not pafle 
fuch a golden opportunitie for thy fpirituall good, with­
out fome fweet comfortable conference with thy God in fe- 
cret. Call and cry out towards Heaven for fome fpeciali 
Graces, by which thou mayeft bee moft enabled toglorifie 
God moft, and to keep in thy breaft a cheerefull and hea­
venly fpirit’, as for precious and incomparable jewels to 
beepurchafed with thelofle of tenne thouiand Worlds, but 
notto be parted with for many Worlds as thou haft haires 
upon thy head. Begge with greateft earneftnefle, and ex- 
traordinarie intention of fpirit, mortifying grace, and fpi- 
rituall ftrength, for the cruihing and conquering of thofe 
fpeciali lufts, and unruly paflions that moft haunt thee, and 
hurt the peace of thy conlcience. Let a forrowfull furvay 
of all thy finnes drawe from thee fome hearty groane, and 
fervent ejaculations for mercy and pardon : or a fummary 
view of Gods bleilings and favours towards thee, fill thy 
heart with many joyfull,lowly,and moft thankfull thoughts, 
&c.Thus, or in the like manner, let fome part of thy foli- 
tary time be fure to be feafoned with holy mufings, and talke 
with God.

I. That thou never caftthy felfe into wicked companie, 
orprefle amongft the prophane, efpecially upon choice, vo­
luntarily and delightfully; and abide no longer with them at 
any time, upon any occafion; then thou haft found warrant, 
and a calling thereunto. It is uncomely, and incompatible 
with a good confcience; It is not for the honour or comfort 
of Gods children, to keepe company, or familiarly converfe . . 
with gracelerte* men. . . . .

In which point to prevent, mif-conceits and miftakings, efle deb«mui « 

confider there js a double fellowfliip:
convcrfan nouJi- 

cer/ednecmale converfantes ngnofccre, Ten. 9. par. 1117. Siew qui niakjutn fcquttur,fan-
fionim collegium affeSu ecopere afpernatur: in qui Deo pertefle adhzient, impiotutn confortiurn 
ncquaqmm admittit, Grtrar. ί» ΡΓλΙ Melius cil habere malorum odium, quara conibicium, Strn. iib. 
Dt wb beni wendi. Serm.60· .

3, Common,'
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j· Common,b cold, and more eenerall. In trading, bar­
fem Λ™/?/w.gaymng, buying, Idling, ialuting, eating and drinking to- 

gether;andinotherpadagesofhumanitie,andentercourfeof 
that: i„ civi 12 lociety; to which charitie,nature, necelhtie, or the exi- 

of our generall, or particular calling doe warrantably 
to benare left ar lead US.
""yppevejoyne a. Speciall,deare, intimate: In confultations and coun- 
"ba/arefrji ? fds ahout matters of fpeciall fecrefie, greateft weight, and 

higheftconfequence. In fpirituall refreihments, religious
Vw/.sT'/wwT conferences, prayer, marriage, all manner of neereft engage- 
ny draiir,£ virb ments. In a free unreferved communication of their foules, 
- m ■ nd eemetZ muruall exchange of the thoughts of their hearts,faithfull re- 
π fete into them .· velations of the fpirituall ftate of their confeiences one unto 

another,and in fuch like bliflefull pangs and paflages of Chri- 
w iveU ήι μ, ftian love, and ardent fan&ifiedaffe&ion.

ffpld. b? The former of thefe the Chriftian muft of neceflitie enter-
the> nmmen in. taiue,and exercife fometimes with the men of this world;

excePl ^εε world, i Cor. 5.10. But the
marriage-iith fecond fellowihip is the Saints peculiar. The Chriftian is 

tdm‘ d ° bound ontby the Booke of God, the Law of heaven, upon
e^mfeb, bis allegeance to his Lord and Soveraigne, and by the com-
*& itendfri''™ moncba.rter of Gods children, from converting with delight- 
tbub diawfid full intimatenefle, and from the exchange and exercife of 
tjiu u here for bid. thofe fpeciall paflages of deareft acquaintance with prophane 
Medi^upon p?o.’ racn>children of darkenefle,and enemies of Godi for thefe 
14.V.7· Nay, rhe and the like reafons.
inhmdd^inhii ’· thereby incurres a double hazzard : The one of in­
fence. There ύ feft  ion with fin i The other,of fnfliftion.of puniihment.
rJifud hl cede*. 1 > &e tef<cheth Pitch, faith the wife man,^// bee defi­
fing : i. Generali led therewith; And hee that hathfellow^ip with Λ proud man^fhall

^ee ar>t0 ^Ana man tA^e fire 'K t'ofime, and hie clothes
affaire,, the vay‘. not bee burnt? Can a man goe upon hot coales, and hie feete not 
*er'dodaiiyi^ burnt ? Prov. 6. 2η, 2 8. Neither can any familiarly and 
without our choice intimately converfe with a prophane man, but hee (hall bee 

^Inntary con- corruptc^
fortto 2. Specially ‘ .....
in affeffedand defired com]any, whereinTbere if eopfert/jitj tommHnt'eation, {riuitie familiarity· He* 
e?ifan^lethhimfelfe Jfhh acceffattnefic t» their finne3y danger ef infeChent Mlenejfa tofcandaU> pwjh-
merit awl flume.

There
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Thereisaftrange atcraftive, and imperious power in ill 
company,to impoyfon and pervert even die beft difpoficions.

i. By holding familiar correfpondence with lewd compa­
nions, there firft Reales upon a man a iecret and infenfible dil- 
likeof his former fober courfes : He begins within himfelfe 
to cenfure, and renounce his former wares of innocency, and 
harmelefle converfation; as too retraining and diftaftefull 
to the ordi nary 1 ibertie of youth,and common frailtie of flelh 
and bloud; and as too much dif-fweetned, and ftraitned with 
unneceftary Rriftnefie and abridgement.

2. Secondly, there llily infinuates into his heart a pleaiing 
approbation,and de lightfull atentto the fenfual coudes, and 
finfull pleafures of lewd companions.

3. Thirdly, there foilowes a refolved, and habituall 
change of affections and converfation, a transformation into 
the manners and conditions of thofe with whom hee doth fo 
familiarly converfe.

4. Fourthly,hee growes ill-affefted, and difconceited to­
wards good men and goodly exercifes, becaufe in their pro- 
phane, boylterous, and furious conventicles of good-fellow- 
Hiip, he heares them daily railed upon, jelled at, belyed, and 
Hindered; and not a man amongft them to take their parts, 
and to Hand on Gods fide. And therefore by little and little, 
hehimfelfe is alfo transformed into a fcoffing IJhtnael, a brea- 
tliing-Diveil, and fo becomes at laft, as much the child of 
hell, as any of chat grace lefie company and damned crew. 
Thus, and by fuch fteps and degrees as thefe, many, many 
times efpecially in the Vniverfities, and Innes of Court, of 
good nature, honeft difpofition, and perhaps religious edu­
cation,are by little and little caught and fearefully corrupted, 
and at length brought to horrible and utter confufion both of 
reputation and outward ftate, both of foule and body, by 
the infectious villanies of lewd and naughty companions.

But ordinarily Gods children are not in fuch danger from 
notorious finners, and from men of fuch defperate and repro­
bate converfation. For who in his right wits will run upon a 
man which he cleerly fees hath the plague-fore running upon 

him 3
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him ? What Chriftian in his right mind fpiritually, having 
any feare of God in his heart,life in his foule, or tendernefle ia 
his confcience,will delightfully thruft himfelfe into the com­
pany of fwearers, drunkards , fcorners, filthy talkers, pro- 
phane jefters, or any fellowes of fuch infamous ranke ? espe­
cially fiththe foule is a thoufand times more capable of the 
contagion of finne, then the body of any infedtious difeafe.

s Tim. jy· The hurt which the Chriftian doth take in this regard, is
moft from meerely civill men, as fuch as onely profefle in 
forme; who being more tolerable and plaufible compani­
ons, and yet difaquainted with the great Myftery of God- 
lineffe, unfeafoned with the power of inward fan&ification, 
and unpra&ifed in the waies of finceritie, doe fecretly and 
infenfibly infufe, if not a notorious infection with fome fcan- 

_ dalous finne; yet many times a fearefull defection from zeale, 
forwardnefie , and fervencie in the waies and Services of 
God. Throw a blazing fire-brand into the Snow, or raine, 
and itsbrightnefle and heate will bee quickly put out and 
quenched: let a Chriftian but for a while abandon his holy 
conference,and comfortable communion with Gods children, 
and plunge himfelfe into the company of thofe who are but 
cold and carelefle, lazy and luke-warme Profeflbrs; and hee 
fliall in very fhert time find his zeale to bee very much coo­
led, his for warduefle abated, the tendernefle of his confcience 
too much qualified with worldly wifedome; much dulnefle 
of heart, deadnefl'e of fpirit, drowzinefle, and hcartlefnefle in 
his affe&ions to holy things, and an univerfall decay of his 
graces infenfibly to grow upon him.

In this reipeft many Chriftians doe themfelves much 
wrong, and afflict their loules with many unneceflary fpiri- 
tuall miferies. For they doe fometimesunardvifedly, by rea- 
fon of kindred, for old acquaintance-advantage, and carnall 
contentment, becaufeofthe worldly wifedome, immunitie 
from grofle finnes, and other good parts ofthe parties, hold 
a too neere, intimate, and delightfull correfpondence with 
fuchas arebutonely civill men, orPharifesatthebeft, with 
whom fpendingmoft of their time, and they wanting both 

heart



77comfortable walking with God, 

heart and skill to uphold any holy conferences, or to affoord 
any reciprocal! or mutuall hclpe, in the feeling paflages of 
fanftificacion, areoccafions to put Gods children out of ufe 
and ure with the language of Canaan,from the embracement 
of many joyfull confederations, and exercife of thofe comfor­
table Medications, and holy converfation above, which 
Chriftian company would occafionally and feafonably put 
into them, and keepe frelh and working in their minds; and 
by confequent, bereave them thereby of much zeale, comfort, 
feelings of Gods favour, joyfull fpringings of heart,boldnes 
in their waies,cheerefulnefle in the exerciies of Religion,and 
that comfortable fruition of ocher prerogatives of Chriftiani- 
tie; which many other of their brethren doe, and they, by the 
benefit of religious companions and delightfull converting 
with the Saints, might plentifully enjoy.

Apprehend this patiage aright: Hay, a Chriflian may be 
much worfened and weakened in his graces, by companying 
too much, and converting delightfully with the meere civil! 
man, arWhitedTambes: For hee may fpend wich fuch men 
whole weckes, nay, moneths andyeares, and have not one 
word of fanftificd difcourfe, and holy talke miniftred unto 
him. Scarce a word to bee had from them of the Word of 
God, and way to heaven; no conference of the fecrets of 
Sanctification, of perplexities of confidence, of their ever- 
Jafling abode together in the Manfions of heaven. Motions 
that way would bee veryirkefome and tedious untothem: 
fuch talke would quickly beget filence,melancholy,fadnefl’e, 
and a defire to breake off company. Now the Chriflian by 
this meanes,neither having his tongue exerciied,nor his eares 
much acquainted with edifying Chriftian difcourfe, growes 
negle&ive of floring his memory with holy things, unzea- 
lous, and cold in the apprehenfions of heaven, dull and heart- 
lefle to godly duties.

If thus ; what infe&ion then from notorious and lewd 
companions? But above all, in this point the fellowihip of 
the Papill is moft pernicious ; for by him a man is in danger 
bothof having his underftanding and judgement corrupted 

with 
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with herefie · and his life and converfation infefted with im­
piety. There are two fteps and paflages, as it were, out of 
the ftate ofprophanenefle, into the Paradife of Chriftianitie. 
I.Illumination ofthe underftanding with faving knowledge.
2. Sanftification of the heart with fpeciali grace. Now the 
Papift labours to pervert and impoyfon both. For common­
ly you ihall find the Papift to be ftigmatized, and branded 
with a double marke: Hee receives one immediately from 
the Beaft, abrand ofldolatrie : And Satan commonly faften^s 
upon him another fpeciali marke, fome notorious and fcan- 
dalous finne in his converfation; as fwearing,lying,unclean- 
nefie, the vanities of good-fellowlhip , Sabbath-breaking, 
or fuch like. For we muft know,that Antichriftianifme can- 
nbtproduce fanftification; and therefore you {hall common­
ly find every Papift to lie infome raigning finne; howfoe- 
ver formall devotion is thehigheft perfection attainable in 
that Antichriftian ftate. By Popiih company then a man is in 
clanger of corruption, both in hisunderftanding, and conver­
fation : By the lewd, which yet make profeifion of Gods 
Truth, ofinfe&ion with notorioufnefle in conditions: By 
meere eivill honeft men, and formall Profeflbrs, of defe&ion 
from zeale, and forwardnefle at the leaft.

2. As the Chriftian incurres by the company of prophane 
men, evident hazzard, either of infeition with their finnes, if 
they be notorious; or defection from zeale, and forward­
nefle, ifthey be fomething more tolerable and formall: fo 
he is every houre which he is in their company, without a 
warrantable calling, and juftdifpenfation out of the Word, 
and from a good confcience, in great danger of being invol­
ved within the flames of the juft confufions, and inwrapt 
within the compafle of thofe outward curfes and plagues 
which Gods indignation inkindles and inflibts upon wicked 
men. All prophane men, being unreconciled toGod,are eve­
ry moment lyable wall thofe miferies and fearefull judge­
ments, which either man ordivell, any of Gods creatures., or 
his owneimmediate hand can bring upon them." They are 
onely, refpited and referved by Gods mercy, and deferred 

onely 
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onely upon thofe opportunities and feafons,which feeme belt 
and fitted to his holy Wifedome. Now, if when they light 
upon them fas they may juftly at any time) any of Gods 
Children bee found amongft them unwarrantably and de­
lightfully, it is righteous with God, that he receive his por­
tion amongft them at that time, and bee fearefully infolded 
within the fury of the greateft temporall vifitation.lt is righ- sec a ciir.20.57, 
teous with God, that if his owne Childe will needs bee un­
warrantably familiar with his enemie, that hee alfo be par­
taker of any temporal plague,efpecially with his enemy,even 
to the lofle fometimes of his naturall life.Take then I befeech 
youthe holy counfellofthe blefled Apoftle, Ephef.^.’j. Bee 
wot therefore companions voith them: And let this reaibn fright 
you out of their company : Let no man deceive you f faith he)
with vaine * words : for, for fuch things commeth the wrath * Camali men will 
of God upon the children of difobedience. [ For fuch things J to
wit, fornication, uncleannefle, covetoufnefle, filthinefle, foo- frccifencffc T^ith 

lifli talking, jefting and fuch-like. Take heede therefore of
converfing with the pradlifers of thefe uncomely things. ηκίβ. jhmid he 

Secondly,there muft very fhortly bee an everlafting
paration betweenethe Chriftian and prophane men : at the that wee may de 

fartheft, they muft part upon their death-beds, and never fee '{,hf" ite I "11 r T 1 . 11 merry with needone another againe unto the day of Judgement: and then feline,, at they 
they muft fhake hands for world without end. For there is -‘u *
fee betwixt them, by Gods immutable and irrevocable De­
cree , a vaftand immeafurable gulfe, whichftands as faft and1 
unremoveable, as God Almightie in his Throne of Ma jeftie ; f*’ 
fo that they can never poifibly meete. Betweene us and. yon, mkc 
faith Abraham to the rich man in hell, there is a great gulfe ' 
fixed, fo that they which wouldpafe from hence to you, cannot; 
neither can they pafe tout : that would come from thence. If it - 
be fo then, that after an inch cf time, there muft bee betwixt 
them an endlefle divorce, and an unpaflable diftance through 
all eternitie; it is beft for the Chriftian to begin this feparati- 
on and difacquaintance in time, and not to repofe his fpeciall; 
love, the fweeteft and nobleft of all his aftediions, upon an 
objeft where it muft not eternally reft, nor intimately con- 
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verfe with him, whofe company hee (hall not have hereafter 
in heaven everlailing 1 y. Let him ever onely affoord the dea- 
reft pangs of his kindeft affc&ion unto Gods children, and 
convey thefweeteft meltings of his heart, and the moil pafli- 
onat« embrace merits of his foule into their bofomes alone: for 
he (ball bee Cure to meece them in heaven, and there the leihr 
ftreames of their former Chriftian love ihall grow into a 
mightie torrent,and falling into the great and univcrfal con- 
fluence of the united zeales and Seraphicall fervours of all the 
Saints and Angels, run with a fweet and everlafting current, 
into the bottomlefle and boundlefle Sea of all love and lovely 
excellencies, God himfelfe, blefled for ever.

3. Thirdly, a good man converfing with thofe which bee 
gracelefle, doth very fouly difdaine and obfeure, if not quite 
loofe bis Chriftian reputation and credit with good menjfop 
a man is ftill reputed to bee of their humour and conditions, 
with whom he doth ordinarily and intimately converfe. All 
flefb, faith the Wife man, confortcth according to kind, and λ 
man will cleave to hit like. What fellow[hip hath the Wolfe with 
the Lambed fo thefmncr with the godly. Now it is a moft dif- 
gracefull and difcomfortable thing,to be juft 1 y caft out of the 
conceits and good opinions of judicious and underftanding 
Chriftians, I would have a Chriftian never much trouble 
himfelfe, or labour with too muchcuriofitieand intrufion, 
tooanxioully, vexingly, and folicitoully to give the world 
fatisfa£l:ion,for theunjuft cenfures, and difconceitesofwit- 
lefl'e and worthlefleprophanenefle; ( onely hee may thence 
take occafion to examine his heart more narrowly, to walke 
more warily , to live more holily, and pray more heartily.) 
Let prophane men rage, and fwell, and burft, indefpightof 
gall, I would have him fweetly andcalmelyto enjoy thofe 
blefled comforts, which Gods compaflionate hand hath put 

* into his heart. But me thinkes,he ihould much take to heart, 
and bee very forty for the juft dillikeand diiconceit of true 
Chriftians, or for any fcandall taken upon good ground,from 
enadvifednefle and aberration in his carriage and converfati· 
on. As the Chriftian then defires to bee dearely efteemed of 
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the godly, and tenders the prefervation of his good name 
with good men; winch it rather to be chofen then greater riche/, 
Prov.z2.i. then precious Oyntmcnt, Ecclef 7. I, and maketh 
the bones fat, Prov. 15.30. which indeed is the moft inefti- 
mablelewell hee poflefleth in this life, next unto Iris owne 
Crowne of Chriftianitie: J fay, ashee would maintaine and 
uphold a good opinion and conceit of him, in the hearts ar.d 
confcicm.es of CnrilHans, lethnnflye the company of pro­
phane men : for there is no reafon he fhould be reputed Gods 
friend, who convt rfes familiarly with his profeft enemies.

4. No prophane man can heartily , and diredfly love, and 
affedf a Chriftian for his zeale and fpirituall graces; nay, na­
turally and ordinarily he difeonceits and hates all holy im- 
preffions, wrought upon him by Gods fanitifying Spirit: 
I. Partly by reafon of that everlafting unreeoncil cable, and 
implacable enmitie and antipath} betweene the feed of the 
woman, and the feed of the Serpent; betweene light and 
darkenefle; Chrift and Belial; Grace and prophanenefle: 
3. Partly alfo, becaufe every unregenerate man, though fur- 
mftied with the beft perfections and excellencies attaineable 
in that ftate, thinkes, thathis lukewarmenefle, and formali­
ze is ceniured and condemned by the zeale and forwardnefle 
ofthe true Chriftian; and that if thofe gracious endowments 
and holy ftriclnefle beereall, and'neceftarily required, they 
plainely proclaime the damnablenefle of his eftate, which hee 
fecurely repofes upon, as fufficient for falvation. David, a 
man after Gods owne heart, and of a fweete and loving dii- 
poiition, yet was moft heavily preft and purfued with much 
caufelefle fpite, and this hatred even for his goodnefle: They 
that hate me without a caufe, faith hee, are more then the hairer 
of my head: they that would defir oj mee, and are mine enemies 
falfely, are mighty; fo that I yefiored that which I tooke not, 
Pfal, 6 9 A- And in another place faith hee, They that hate mee 4 Omnis majMi. 
wrongfully are many : they alfo that rewardevill for good, are^° pdcquirur 
mine adverfaries, becaufe I follow ^goednefe. But yet Under-flTconftn’it b£ 
ftand this further in the point. The expreiTibn and exerciieofnus 3,1 
this hatred of tl^e frowardnefle and zeale in the Chriftian, 11&. ' “ P^1'
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which naturally and ordinarily lurkes in the heart of every 
piophane man, may beefometimes reftrained for advantage,' 
and in policy; by accident, and for by-reipe&s. Thefting 
and furie of it may be weakened,and lefi'ened by the ingenu, 
oufnefleof the unregenerate man, or by other good natural! 
and morrall parts in the Chriftian. Nay, I doe not fee, but 
chat fometimes it may bee, as it were, quite daiht, and con­
founded by the extraordinary innocency, and heroicall 
height of fpirituall excellencies in a good man: AsMoralifts 
fay ofvertue, that though it bee ordinarily attended by envie, 
as the body with afhadow, yet it may grow fo incompara­
ble and glorious, chat envie is glad to hide its head, and Hie 
away like a weake mift from the Sun fanning in his ftrength, 
Aifoone asvertue, fay they, is growne out of ignorance, ihee 
entrethby and by into envie, till mounting aloft, as the Sun 
being verticall abateth all ihado wes; fo iheein the top, and 
height of perfection,all envie. Why may it not be fo in zeale 
and piety, that though it bee ordinarily perfecuted with ex­
treme hatred; yet iometimes it may attainethat extraordi- 
narinefie, incomparableneife and excellency, that hatred may 
even hate it felfe,for oppofing fuch unreprooveable fandtitie J 
But co my purpoie: Ifit be fo, that aprophane man cannot 
poffiblydove a Chriftian heartily for his Chriftianitie and 
•Grace, buc rather malicioufly and mortally hate him; what 
heart can aChriftian have to converfe intimately and delight­
fully with a prophane man ? Who would ever vouchlafe his 
company, andafford the beft of his time, and deareft of his 
affections, to a fellow, which difdaines and defpifes the moft 
precious lewell he beares about him, Imeane his religious 
zeale; and labours powerfully, though infenfibly, to dimme 
the brightnefte, and diftaine the glory of it; either by the 
contagion of hisnotorioufnefle, oratleaft, by his formalitie, 
coldnefle, and unzealoufnefle ?

5 .Fifthly, no Chriftian ought to enter league,or entercaine 
fellowlhip with the enemies of God. It is abfurd, that a 
member of Chrift fliould exercife familiaritie, and intimate 
paflages of love with a i?mbe of Satan. What earthly Prince 
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could endure wich patience , to hAve one of his neereft fer- 
vants, and of chiefeft truft, to bee eonverfant continually a- 
mongft profeft Rebels, and open Traitors to his Crowne and 
dignityjor to converfe intimately with his deadlieft enemies? 
Would any great Man in the State, retaine any as a fpeciall 
Favorite, who Ihould bee inward with his greateft connter- 
faftionift ? What ingenuous child would delightfully digeft 
that company, wherein hee ihould heare his father in a foule 
and ihamefiall manner difgraced and railed upon ? How then 
ihould Almighty God hold him his friend, who is familiar 
with ftrangers to the life of God, and enemies to his traces 
How can that man looke for the prerogatives, and protedli- 
onsofa child of God, who haunts fuch company with de­
light,where he heares daily his Almighty Father foulely,and 
ihamefully dilhonoured, perhaps with oathes and blasphe­
mies, with obicenities and raylings; at leaft, with many idle 
and prophane fpeeches ?

6. Sixthly, converfing with prophane men, doth crofle 
and overthrow, a common Chriftian dutie which is this; In 
aU companies, either doe good, or take good, or both. For in this 
cafe, the Chriftian both takes hurt, and doth hurt: hee hurts, 
z. himfelfe , becaufe hee throwes himielfe upon temptation, 
and hazards of being infefted wich notorioufnefle,if his com­
panions be very lewd, and prophane; or atleaft, wichforma- 
licie and coldnefle; if they bee but onely civill honeft, or 
forniall profeilors. 2. He hurts alfo others · I. Hee hardens 
his companions in their unregenerate courfes, becaufethey 
thinke, he would notfo familiarly converliT'with them, ex­
cept hee were well conceived of their fpirituali ftate; andfo 
they reft with fecuritie and confidence in their unregenerati­
on. 2. He is a ftumbling blocke to the weake Chriftian, who 
by looking upon his example, may bee led awry from che 
ftraight path of his profefiion, and by taking thereupon liber- 
tie of imitation, may have his young beginnings of Grace 
choaked and fmpothered by the delightful! vanities of good 
feilowihip , in the prefle of prophane company. 3. Hee 
grieves alfoftrong and ^nderftauding Chriftians, to fee'him 
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fo farre forget hi in felfe,and difgrace his profeffion, as to con­
verfe with the enemies of God, and by his pra&ife to per- 
fwade the world, that the bale fooleries of good fellowlhip, 
are more fweet and caftefull, then the glorious pleafures of 
the communion of Saints.

7. There is another reafoti, which though it bee not very 
obvious to mens apprehenfions,or much taken notice of; yet 
in my understanding, it ihould be very powerful!, and of ve­
ry great weight, to drive Chriftians out of the company of 
unregenerate men, and to reftraine them from a familar and 
delightfull correfpondejice, and converting with them (ex­
cept they have a warrantable Calling, and theteftimony of 
their conferences to converfe with them for their conversion 
and fpirituall good) It is this: when an unregenerate man 
obferves, that a Chriftian prefleth into his companie, defires 
to fpend time with him, and is well enough content to ex­
change mutually many offices of intimate kindneffe; hee 
prefently conceives and concludes, chat fure hee fees in him 
matter worthy of Chriftian company, and endowments fuf- 
ficient to ranke him amongft the Saints; elfe hee could not 
take fuch contentment in his conditions and converfation. 
Whereupon hee is fearefully hardned in his prefent courfes, 
and fettles with refolution, confidence, and fecuritie upon the 
plaufible deceitfulnefle ofhis unregenerace Hate ; and drinkes 
himielfe well, that hee may both enjoy the pleafures of the 
prefent, and alfo a good teftimony and hope of his rightnefle 
in the way to Heaven; becaufe it is well knowne and ac­
knowledged, that his companion both knowes, and walkes 
in the right path. And firh hee hath one to take part, he takes 
itnot much to heart, that other Chriftians are more unfami­
liar, and 11 range unto him; for hee imputes it onely to their 
fowrenefle and unfociablenefle. Afluredly there are many 
Chriftians very faulty this way, and have very much to an- 
fwer for in this kind. They familiarly converfe 'with unre­
generate men; and becaufe they would notdifpleafeand bee 
deftaftefull, they fay nothing unto them of the curfednefle of 
their, condition cowards God,and of the fe^refulnefle of their 
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cafeinrefpe&offaluation. Hereupon they grow into a con­
ceit, that they are well conceited of their fpirituall ftate,' 
and fo walke farre more refolutely and confidently towards 
Hell, by reafon of their focictie and filence of their Chriftian 
companions.! thinke verily, that prophane men doe not one­
ly fometimes defire the companie of Chriftians, to win repu­
tation from the better fort, and to guild over the rottennefle 
of their converfation with fome little tinfture, and lefier 
fplendour refle&ed from the glory of their Chriftianity; but 
alfo to purchafe fome counterfeit comfort to their conicien- 
ces, and falfe hope unto their hearts, that their cafe is the bet­
ter towards God, becaufe Gods children vouchfafe to keepe 
company, and converfe more familiarly with them.

8. But above all for this purpoie perufe often, and ponder 
well, i. The effe&uall prohibitions in Gods Booke: 2. the 
proteftations and pra&ife of the Saints. 3. andpuniihments 
infli&ed for familiaritie with the ungodly. Forchelaft, fee 
2 Chron. ip.a. and3 20.37. For the fecond, fee P/SZ. 26.4,5. * iftimus 
Jeremiah 15.17. 2 3.I4. For the firft , fee 1 Cor. 5. £
II. Epbefi^ll. Prov. I4.7. 2 TheJ. 3. 0. where hee 10- junfiionem, idco- 

lemnely commands them in the Name of our Lord lefts Chrifi, 
that they withdraw themfeives from every brother that walkes focia'ares cum il- 
i»ordinately, &c. Hee aymes fpecially in that place at idle 
perfons; by confequent then, and good proportion, at ’ 
more notorious fellowes. If wee muft withdraw our felves 
from thofe, who have leafure to bee for all companies, at all 
times, upon alloccafions, and are therefore accounted the 
onely companions: how faft muft we runne from lyars,fwea- 
rers, whoremongers, drunkards, fcorners, revellers, and 
fellowesof fuch infamous ranke i Pro.4.14. where iteration 
of the fame fenfe in varietie of phrafe, argues the neceffitie of 
the dutie and earneftnefie of the Divine Penman to perfwade;
Enter not, faith hee, into the path of the wicked j and goe not 
in the way ofevill men, ^void it, pafe by it, turne from it, 
and pafe away, Deepe apprehenfivenefte of the excellency 
and worth of the matter', or extraordinarie fervency toim- 
prefle and perfwade the point, doth many times in Scrip-
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ture clothe the fame thing with divers formes of fpeech, and 
variety of phrafe.

2. Now in the fecond place; If thou defireft to converfe 
with fome of thine unconverted kindred,friends, neighbors, 
old acquaintance,&c. for their fpirituall good, obferve thefe 
three rules: 1. Let there bee good probabilitie proportio- 
nably , of more power of grace, knowledge, fanftification, 
fpirituall wifedome, Chrift ianrefolution,&c. in thee to con­
vert them, then poyfon of unregenerate ftubbornneffe, fen- 
fuall malice, finnefull wit,worldly wifedome, Satanicall ib- 
phiftry in them, to pervert thee. 2. See that thy heat bee 
fincere, and that in the finglenefle thereof, thou feeke truely 
their converfion,and not thine owne fecret contentment: for 
fin this point thine owne heart will be ready to deceive thee. 
Thou maieft offer thy felfe into fuch company,with pretence 
and purpeie to follicit them for falvation,& to prevaile with 
them about the bell things; and yet before thou bee aware, 
bee plunged and infnared in the wonted unwarrantable de­
lights of good fellowfhip, pleafant pailages of wit, idle and 
impertinent follies and familiarities, which thou waft accu- 
ilomed to exchange & enioy with them in thy unregenerate 
time. So that in ftead ofthe difcharge of a Chriftian dutie, 
thou mayeft both hurt thy felfe, and harden them, g, As 
Phyficians of the body arme and animate themfelves with 
ftrong repercufllves, prefervatives, and counter-poyfons, 
when they vifite contagious and peftilent patients: fo in 
fuch cafes, bee thou fure tofurniihand fortifie thy felfe be­
fore hand with prayer, meditation, the fword of the Spirit, 
flore ofperfwafive matter, ftrengch of reaibns, and unihaken 
refolution, to repell and beate backe all noy fome infinuati- 
ons offpirituall infe&ion.

g. In Chriftians company, which thou ihouldeft prize 
thineonely Paradife and Heaven upon Earth;the very flowre 
andfeftivall of all thy refrdhing time in this vale of teares, 
everbring, i. A cheerefull and lightfome heart. Methinkes, 
though thou fhouldeft come amongft the Saints with a fad 
heart, and fomething over-caft with mifts and clouds of 
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heavinefle and difcomfort * yet the prefence and faces of 
thofe, whom hereafter thou /halt meete in Heaven, and 
there, with incomparable joy behold for ever, clothed and 
fhining with eminency and eternitie of glory,fhould difperfe 
and difpellthem all, and infufe comfortable beames of hea­
venly lightfomenefle and fpirituall mirth. I know them,who 
being cart fomecimes full fore againft their wills, among# 
profane company,are quite out of their element al the while, 
rtruekedead in the place, as they fay, as folitary as in the 
filenteft defert. 'But let them come amongft Chriftians, and 
they are quite other men, as full of lightfomnefle and life, 
as full of heate and Heaven, as if they had the one foote 
inthe Porch of Paradife already. Sadneife is not feafonable, 
where fuch precepts as thefe have place; Bee glad in the Lord, 
and re joy ce, yee righteous , and fjoutfor joy, allyee that are up­
rightin heart. 2. Afruitfull heart, full as the Moone with 
gracious matter to uphold edifying conference, and fandti/i- 
edtalke. Being forward and free without any hurtfull balh- 
fulneil·, or vaine-glotious aime, both to communicate too· 
thers the hidden treafures of heavenly knowledge , which 
thou haft happily digged out of the precious quarry, as it 
wereofthegreat myftery of Grace, and alfo by mooving 
of queftions, and miniftring occafion mutually to draw from 
them with an holy greedinefte the waters of Life, for a reci­
procal! refrefliing and quickning of the deadnefle and unhea- 
venlinefle of thine owne heart. And here it will bee a pro­
fitable wifedome, to take notice of, and obferve each others 
Iingularitie of gifts, and feverall endowments, and thereaf­
ter with wifeinfinuations, to provoke and preffe them, to 
powre out themfelves in thofe things, wherein they have 
heft experience and moft excellency. Some are more dex- 
terious and skilfull in difcuiling conrroverfed points t ochers 
in refolving cafes of confcien<?e; fome, in difcovering the 
Devils depths, and treading the Maze of his manifold temp­
tations : others, in comforting afflicted fpirits, and fpeaking 
to the heart of mourners in Zion, I am perfwaded 
many times, many worthy difcourfes lye buried in the brefts
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of underftanding men,by reafon of the fmfull filence,! thinke 
I may fay fo,and barrennefle of thofe about them. And there­
fore Chriftians ought to bee more forth-putting, aftive, and 
fruitfull this way. 3. ,An humble heart, ready and rejoy· 
cing to exchange and enjoy common comforts, foule fecrets, 
heavenly confultations, with the pooreft and moft neglected 
Chriftian. If thou be haunted with the white Devill of 
ipirituall pride, it is likely thou wilt bee either too pro- 
digall and profufe, and foingrofle all the talke , which is 
Sometimes incident to new converts or counterfeits; or elfc 
too referved and curious, and fo fay no more then may ferve 
to breed an applaufe and admiration of thy worth; which is 
a very filthy andfearefull fault, Thereis no depth ofknow- 
ledge, no height of zeale, no meafure of Grace; but may 
bee further inlarged , more inflamed, bleffedly increafed by 
conference with the pooreft faithfullChriftian: See Rom. i, 
32.and 15. 24. how Paul., that great learned and divine­
ly iufpired Doftor of the Gentiles, ftood aft'efted in this 
point.

V. But above all, bee moft bufie with thy heart: for it is 
therootethat either enpoyfons or infweetens all the reft; 
that is the fountame, which caufes all the ftreames of thy de- 
fires, purpoles, affections, fpeeches, and the whole current 
of thy conversation, torunne either muddy orcleeere. Ply 
therefore amongft others, thefe three points of fpeciall and 
precious conference for thepiefentpurpofe, with allferi- 
oufnefle and zeale.

i. Captivation and conformitie of the thoughtsand ima­
ginations of thy heart, to the foveraigntie and rules of grace. 
If thy change in words, aCtions, and all outward carriage 
were Angelicall; yet if thy thoughts were the fame, and un- 
fanftified ftill, thou wert ftill a limbe of Satan. Puritie in the 
inward parts, is the moft found and undeceiving evidence of 
ourportionand intereft in the power and puritie of Chrifts 
favingPafiionand iamftifying bloud-lhed : See lere. 4.14.

J. Now, that thou maieft the better conquer and 
keeps the thoughts gf thy tat in fub jedion and obedience 
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unto Chrift,be perfwaded and acknowledge, I. The peftilen- 
cie of that wicked Proverbe, Thoughts arefree. It is true, the 
immediate invisible productions and projects of the heart, 
lie not within the walke of humane luftice, neither are liable 
to the cenfure of earthly Courts and Confiftories. But there 
isan All-feeing and Omnifcient Eyein Heaven , to which, 
the blackeft Mid-night is as the brighteft Noone-tide, Pfains. 
139. I a. Which fees our fecreteft thoughts afarreojf verfe 2. 
andfetsthemiothe light of bis countenance, Tfalpo.S. Hence 
it is chat many humble foules, fenfible of their iecret provo­
king the glory of Gods pure Eye, are more grieved (letting 
afide theill of example and fcandall, ordinary attendants up­
on open and vifible mifearriages) for the rebellioulhefle of 
their thoughts, then the exorbitancie of their aCtions. For 
the 11 ing of thefe is fomething eafed and leflened, as they 
tlrnke, by the abfenceof Hypocriiie, and becaufe the world 
fees the worft. But concerning the other, it cuts them to 
the very .heart, that they are not as well able to preferve 
theirinward parts in puritie toward the All-fearcbing Eye of 
that God ,· who [Irctched forth the heavens , and. laid the 
foundations of the earthy as their words and actions in plau- 
fibleneffe towards man, who fall die, and the fount of man, 
which fall bee made as grafe. Whereas then the natural! 
man is wont to let his heart runne riot and at randome into 
a world of idle imaginations, without remorfe or reftraint 5 
doe thou make thy fanftification fure unto thy felfe, by 
this infallible figne, That thou futfereR the confideration of 
Gods All-feeing Eye, the curbe of the laid Commandement, 
and checke of a tender confcience, to range thy thoughts into 
order, to confine and keepe them within a holy compare 
from their vaine and impertinent vagaries. 3. That thou muft 
be accountable and anfwerable for every wandring thought, 
as well as for idle words and wicked a&ions. Now confider 
what numberlefie fwarmes of imaginations paffe the Forge : 
of thy phantafie every day; and therefore, if thou bee not ex­
traordinarily and exa&ly vigilant & eye-full over thy heart, 
thou mayeft juftly feare, that upon the opening and jllight- 
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ningofthe bookeof thy confidence, at thofe two drcadfull 
dayes, of Death, and thelaft Judgement, innumerable ar- 
mies of exorbitant thoughts,which have lyen in ambuih as it 
were, in the iecrec corners of thy deceitfull heart,will charge 
upon thee with a farre heavier account then perhaps thou 
art aware of, or haft ferioully thought upon heretofore, 
3. That Gods glory inuft afwell ihine in thy thoughts, in 
the invifible workings, intentions, delires, and elevations of 
the heart; as thine outward converfation. As God exafts 
and expels honour and fervice from his Children, in words 
and workes; fo their is alfo a Thought-fervice, a Thought- 
worihip, that I may fo call it, which is very pleafing and pre­
cious in bis eies, as fpringing more immediately from the 
heart, wherein he principally delights; and becaufe the fe- 
crecie of it is attended with more finceritie.Remember there­
fore to render withall reverence and zeale unto the Father 
of Spirits, and Lord of thy foule, the daily tribute of thy 
Thought-fervice, as well as theTongue-fervice and Hand- 
fervice. And the rather and more plentifully: 1. Becaufe 
opportunities, abilities, and meanes may faile for outward 
performances', but the heart is ever at leifure and libertie to 
thinke nobly. No times, ho tyrants, no wants or reftraint, 
can hinder it from an invifible fruition of Gods owne Selfe, 
with thoughts of fweeteft rapture and reverence, of love, and 
lowlieft adoration ; from bathing it felfe in the meritorious 
Bloudof the Immaculate Lambe, with thoughts of inex­
plicable peace, joy, and triumph; and from cleaving to the 
promifes of life, and diving into the My ftery of Grace with 
extraordinary dearenefle, pureftdelight,and vi&orious faith; 
from being as a mountaine of Myrrh and Incenfe, fending 
up a ipirituall Sacrifice of praife-full thoughts, infinitely ad­
miring and magnifying the glory and goodnefle of that 
mercifull Hand, which writ thy name with the golden Cha- 
ra&ers of his endefie love, in the Bookeof Life from all be­
ginnings; fuffered the deareft and warmeft Bloud in His 
Sonnes Heart to bee fpilt as water upon the ground, for the 
walhing of thy body and foule from finne ; and after a fpan 

of
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of time, will fet a Crowne of Eternitie upon chy head, com- 
pofed all of comfort, reft, and peace, joyes, pleafures, and fe­
licities,&c. And alfo becaufe, befides Gods more fpeciali ac­
ceptation,and moi e cercaine 6 nee i itie of this inward invifible 
fervice; it is ordinarily full ofmorefpiritualneffe, intention, 
and life,by reafon that it is neereft and moll immediate to the 
objeft of Adoration. Thebeftman, though hee may labour 
to doe his beft every way , y^t hee fhall find a difference 
and degrees in his abilitietodiicharge, and the executions 
of his Duties, Devotions, and fervices towards God. His 
workes doe not ever anfwer with that exactnefle to his 
words: His words cannot exprefle fo to the life,the thoughts 
of his heart: The thoughts of his heart come infinitely /hort 
ofthe excellencic of God. Thole ftreamts which are next to 
the well head, are ftrongeft and pureft: The thoughts of a 
fan&ifiedheart, laying hold upon, with immediateappre- 
henfion and neereft imbracements, that moft amiable, holy, 
and glorious Objeft, God himfelfe, blefled for ever, and his 
fweeteft Attributes, give Him His due and reverend Attribu­
tions, with more heartinefle, life, and heavenlinefle, then his 
words or adHons are wont; though all a mans beft and ut- 
moft, in thought, word, and deed, falls too fearefully ihort 
of that which we owe and ought to doe.

2. A continuall excubation and narrow watchfull guard 
over thy heart, It is like a Citie, 1 yable every moment both 
to inward .commotion and outward aflault. The fountains 
of Originall impuritie, though its maine ftreame and bloo­
dy iflue be flayed, and in fome good mealure ftopt, by the 
fanftifying power of Chrifts faving bloud : yet it doth Hill 
lefle or more bubble up rebellioufly. The world doth labour 
continually with her three great battering Engines, of Plea­
fures, Riches, and Honours, to lay it wafte, and rob it of all 
heavenly treafures. The Devill watches every opportunitie 
tohurle in his fiery darts, to call all into combuflion , and 
thereby further to envenoms and inrage the already too 
much impoyfoned vicioufnefle and impetuoufnefle of our 
corrupt nature. Precious therefore, and worthy all praftife, 

is 
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is thatPreceptofiVij/owo»; Keefe thy heart above all keeping, 
Prov.q.i^, which thou maieft doe with more fuccefle and 
comfort: if firft thou watch over the windowis of thy foule, 
thefenfes, as the Worthies of old were wont with extra­
ordinary ward; See lob 31.1. Pfal. 119.37. Itisincredible 
whata deale of pollution and ill the Divell conveyes infenfi- 
bly through thefe Flood-gates of finne, into their bofomes 
who are carelefle and watchlefle this way. To inftance in the 
eare and eie :■ What balles of Wild-fire, as it were, doth ma­
ny an obicene and filthy tongue fet on fire of hell,throw tho- 
row. their eares into mens hearts,with rotten and ribald talke, 
which after begets within, worlds of fpeculative wanton- 
neifc, and flames of Luft ί Many falfe reports drop from the 
llanderers mouth into the eare, which after in the heart be­
comes the curfed feed of heart-burning, fpite, and mentall 
murther at the leaft. And iuch wicked weeds cannot but fru- 
fti fie very rankely in fuch a naturall finfull foile. A Tale­
bearer tels thee, that iucii a one faid of thee fo and fo, when 
as in truth it was neither fo nor fo. Thou prefently there- 
npon conceiveft thoughts of unkindneffe, dilplealure, and it 
may bee,of rage, againft that man that never thought thee ill. 
Heere thou fpilleft innocent bloud for thy heart may kill, as 
well as thy tongue and hand. It is fit therefore for every ho- 
neftfaceto furniih and fill it felfe with frownes of diftafte 
and indignation at the approach of any Tale-teller. eXr the 
North winde driveth away raine, fi doth an angry countenance 
a backe· biting tongue, Proverbes 25.23. Concerning the Eye, 
Davids woefull example may warne the holieft men to the 
worlds end, to bee very watchfull with a moft reftlefle and 
eye-full jealonfie over that wandring fenfe. An idle glance 
upon Bathfheba, was like a theevifli boy thruft in at a rich 
mans window, which lets in a number of villanous defpe- 
rate Cut-throates, to ranfacke and robbe the houie; it be­
ing not refifted at che firft, drew after it fuch a blacke and 
bloudy traine that robbed hisroyall heart of much heaven­
ly wealth, and wounded his foule as deepely and dange- 
roufiy, as perhaps any of Gods fervants ever fince. 2. Refill 
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and crulh every exorbitant thought, which drawes to finne 
at the very firft »rifing. Encounter it with this dreadfull Di­
lemma: Say unto thy felfe ; If I commit this finne, it will fucicatunimmio- 
coft mee unyaluably more heart-breake and fpirituall fmart, ^^’^7 
before lean purchife aflurance of pardon and peace of con- diicemcrecogit^ 
fcience, then the ienfuall pleafure is worth: If 1 never repent, tie"“ llU,> *ad 
it will be the death and damnation of my foule. See what a 
world of miferie man brings upon himfelfe : by giving way quod cogiuc, ui 
to the firft wicked thought, fDifc. of true happinefe. fag. I jo.
3. Entertaine ever with all holy greedinefie, and make excee- fatun «unguat 
dingly much of all good motions put into thy heart by the f** E~ 
blefled Spirit howfoever occafioned, whether by the Mi- J 
niftery of the Word, mindfulnefle of death, Chriftian ad­
monition , reading fome good Booke, fome fpeciall crofle, 
extraordinary mercy, any way, at any time. Feede, enlarge, 
and improove them to the utmoft, with Meditation, Prayer, 
andPraftife. So thou {halt preferve thy heart in a foft holy 
comfortable temper, and heaven-ward, which is a fingular 
happinefle.

3. Elevation, and often lifting up of the heart towards 
heaven. What Chriftian heart can endure to difeontinue its 
fweet familiaritie and humble entercourfe with God for 
one day ? Let thy broken heart therefore every day, befides 
folemne and ordinary ejaculations , Evening and Morning, 
and upon other fpeciall occafions, bcefure. 1. To bathe it 
felfe delicioufly in the bliflefull depths of Gods boundlefle 
mercies in Chrift, that it may bee happily kept fpiritually 

. merry , thankefull, and in heart to all holy duties. 2. To 
kiflefweetly the glorified Body of our crucified Lord, with 
the lips of infinitely deareft, and unexpreflably affectionate 
love; though the diftancebee great, yet the hand of Faith 
willbring themeafily together; that it may bee preferved 
in peace, puritie, and revengefull oppofition unto finne ; for 
as the application of his meritorious Bloud is a foveraigne 
Plaiftertoheale the wounded conference, to turne Crimfon 
and Scarlet into fnow and wooll; fo mee thinkes a ferious 
and compaflionate commemoration of the deareft effufion

thereof,
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thereof, ihould be both a precious corrafive to eate out the 
heart of corruption, and a fpeciall prefervative to keepe 
from finne; fith finne was the principal! in Slaughtering the' 
Lord of life. 2. To cart the eye of his hope upon the glory, 
sverlaftingnefle, and unutterable excellencies of that im- 
mortalHhining Crowne above; which after this life fand 
this life is but a bubble,a fmoake, a Shadow, a thought) (hall 
be fee upon thy head by the hand of God: a very glimpfe of 
the goodly fplendourand raviihing beautie whereof, is able 
both to fweeten the bittereft villanies and baled wrongs 
from the world and wicked men; andtodifpell thofe mills 
of fading vanities and hurtfull fumes of honours, riches and 
earthly pleafures, which this great dung-hill of the World, 
heated by the fire of inordinate lulls, is wont to evaporate 
and interpofe betwixt the fight of mens foules and the blifle 
©f Heaven.

V I. Bee very watchfull over thy moft predominant and 
troublefomepaflion; whether it bee feare, forrow, love, an­
ger, &c. All of them are unruly and raging enough, but yet 
commonly one over-rules all the reft,and playes Rex (as they 
lay) in the unregenerate man; nay, too often offers to rife in 
rebellion even againft the moft fanftified foule.

Whatfoever it be, 1. In thy private morning facrifice, bee 
iuretolay onloade of deepeft groanes and ftrongeft cryes 
for mortifying grace againft it, and comfortable conqueft 
over it. Let that period and paffage of thy prayers bee infor­
ced and enlarged with an extraordinary pang of fervencie, 
and feelingly fealed, as it were, with the moft Seraphicall 
Selah. 2. Cut off all occafions, whatfoever it colt thee, 
pvhich may any wayes flirre, awaken and kindle it. With­
draw the fewell that minifters food unto that paffionate 
flame, chough it ihould bee as painefull unto thee, as the 
plucking out of the right eye, or the cutting off thy right 
band. Affuredly , the pleafures of inward quiet, and fweete 
ipirituall calmeneffeof thy fo undiftempered Soule, will infi­
nitely remompence any paines in oppofitions and refiftance 
is chat nature. 3. Confider ferioufly beforehand, what a 

deale
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deale of difturbance and unfettlednefle the vifible exorbi- 
taricie and breaking of it out, will breed and bring upon thy 
inward man. It will be like a dead Flie in a boxe of precious 
oyntment, difgraceall thy graces,and full foulely darken the 
glory of thy profefli n, It will be like fire in the Thatch, and 
for the while caft into combuftion, as it were, the whole 
frame of thy fpirituali building and turne the heavenly peace 
of thy appeafed confcience, into a bitter tempeft» Tell mee 
whether after a lawlefle tranfgreflion of thofe bonds of mo­
deration, to which thy Chriftian refolution hath confindit; 
and that it hath prevailed againft thee with any notorious 
excefle; I fay, whether at night thou find not thy fpirit quite 
downeand muchdeaded totheexerc' e of prayer, or any o­
ther evening dutie ? And if upon thy waking in the night, 
there ihould bee any terrible wind, dreadfull thunder, or o­
ther affrighting accident, whether thy heart would not fmite 
thee upon that occafion,with much more feare and apprehen- 
fionsofhorrour ?

I will fuppofe,thy raigning,or rather rebelling pa(fion(for 
Ifpeaketothe ChrillianJ tobe chollerand anger: and then 
firft liften to the counfell which the verymorall Sagesmini- 
fter againft this fpirituali maladie, and to the rulesand reme­
dies which the light of reafon leades us unto.

i. Cutoff (fay they J the caufes,and the effect will vanifh.' 
Quench the firebrands which enrage this fury, and thou ftalc 
be at quiet: They are fuch as thefe:

j. Weakenefle of fpirit, unmanlinefle of mind. Hence 
it is that old men, infants, and Gcke folkes are commonly 
more cholericke then others. Impotency and excefle of pat 
fion ever argues the difgrace and inferioritie of the under- 
ftanding part,’the nobleft power of the foule. And therefore 
if we would bee armed againft the failles and aflaults of this 
domineering raging diftemper,we muft fuffer the higheft and 
heavenlieft part of our foule to know and exercife its place 
and ftrength. We muft not make our underftanding under­
Jings, but give reafon his right and regiment.

a. Selfe-love,a foolifli doting upon and adoring,our felvesj. 
‘ ’ whicfc 
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which iprings from the curfed root of Selfe-ignorance, and 
quite puts out that light of Natures law in our coniciences; 
'll οε m thou wouldef bc done by. Ifbeforethou Ipofethe reines 
to that (hort phrenlie,thou wouldeft fuppofe and fet thy felfe 
in the place ofthe party , with whom thou art angry; and 
then fay and doe no more then if thine owne pedon were 
the patient)it would bee a notable meanes to curbe thy choler, 
and keepe the credit of difpationatenefle and moderation, 
and make thee patiently fuffer that which perhaps thou haft 
often confidently offered toothers.

3. An overtcndernefle and delicate nicenefte in bearing 
wrongsian impetuous impatiencie for being abufed:(Where- 

immenfs virtutis as infenfibilitie and contempt would better become a great 
eat’crcuiTiui'’ fp’ritO an effeminate facilitie to bee mooved and touclit 

with eveey trifle. A fpot or wrinkle upon their garment, a 
difli misplaced upon their table, fome error in their dreffing; 
a Bird, a Dogge, a Glafle, &c. or fome lefler toy will turne 
fome kind of people quite out of tune, and put them out 
of their humour, into a pelting chafe, as they fay. Great 
mindes and victorious over this furious Arch-Rebell, are 
not moved but with great matters. It is a fpeciall point of 
manly wifedome, to pafle by many petty provocations to 
wrath, without notice or acknowledgement,without wound 
or paflion; and to digeft many times the brawlings and indif 
erecions of hafty men, with the fame patience that Surgeons 
doe the injuries and blowes of mad men, when they let them 
bloud.

4. Credulity,lightnefle in believing whatfoever comes firft 
to the eare: That is the high way to hold choller ftill in com- 
buftion.For fo the tongues of Slanderers, Tale-bearers,Whit· 
perers, Pick-thankes, will proove fo many Bellowes blowne 
by the Di veil himfelfe, to keepe this fire in height and ful- 
nefle of flame.

5. Curiofitie, an itching humour, and needlefle inquifi- 
tivenefle to know every thing that is done or faid. If a man 
will needs be fo meddling, hee (hall find matter enough to 
£11 his gall. Some men, out of this humour, are eager to 

know
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know what is faid againft them, in fuch and fuch company, 
liften to heave what their fervants talke concerning them, 
and ifa letter fall into their hands wherein they think them- 
felves to bee mentioned , they will make no bones, againft 
the lawes of humanitie, to breake it open. Bufie-bodies 
in this kind never want wrath and woe. t^niigemut as it is 
laidofhim, was wife to abandon this vanitie, Forwhenhe 
heard two of his fubje&s fpeaking ill of him in the night 
neere his Tent, willed them togoe further off, left the King 
ihould hearethem.

6. Covetoufnefle, the Cut-throat of Grace, and canker . 
ofthe foule, like an eating infatiable Woolfe, will either 
flill feed upon gaine, or elic gnaw upon the heart with fret­
ting : and therefore the very fofle of a penny, fometimes 
the omiffion of a good bargaine, the mifearnage of lome do- 
mefticall trifle, the death of a beaft, &c. will prefently put a 
covetous man into choler: for his eies are fo earthly, that 
they looke onely upon the (econdary, not upon the fupreme 
caufe.

7. A conceit of being contemned by others in word, deed, 
countenance. Many are io wcake this way, that if they fpie 
butany fecretfiniling, two whifpering together in the com- 
pany,orany calking, eip cially with their eies now and then 
cafttowards them; they prefently thinke, that tliemfdves 
certainely are .the aime, and nbjeftof their fcornefull ob- 
fermtion ; and fo grow fowre j out of tune, and unfit for 
company all the while after. Such as thefe are extremely 
troubled, and take ontothemfelvee, if they have not the 
chiefe place, and upper hand at meetings, refpeft and falu- 
tationfrom thofe that they falute,exa6l obfervance,and obei- 
fance from their inferiours,the wall from all commers, if they 
be noebegun unco in matters of complementand fervices of 
humanitie, &c. ·

A riddance and reftraint of thofe and the like maladies of 
themind, will be a notable meanes to prevent and hinder 
theaffaultsandforprizall of this furious and foule fiend.- .

*. But if at any time thou feele this Viper to receive heate
H in
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in thy bofome, and that occasions ofcholer are offered, then 
fay they:

I. Contains thybodie in quiet, and tongue in filence,’ 
The flirting and agitation of thy body, by ftamping or fling- 
ing about , inflames the bloud and humours, and the 
walking of thy tongue keepes both the paflionate heate 
in thine owne heart, and many times fets on fire thofe that 
thou art angry with. The barking of one Dogge fees all the 
Curresinacowneabawling. Thy breaking forth into ra­
ging termes, may raifethe fpint of raving in others: And 
therefore filence is a Angular cooler to this cholericke diftem- 
per. If the fwelling and boifterous waves rebound from 
the fofc and even fands, there is no great adoe; but if 
they encounter a Rocke, they returne with great turbu- 
lencie, and turne into foame. Silence or a fofc anfwer flops 
the overflowing of the gall on both fides; but if fury bee 
fet upon with rage, they grow both almoft flarke mad for 
the time.

2. Give reafon leave to enterpoie and reiblve. It was 
good counfell which was given to Augufitu; That when 
the objefit and occafions ofcholer were in his eye, hee ihould 
not bee moved, before hee had pronounced over the letters 
of the Alphabet. It isasabfurd for a paifion co ufurpe and 
domineere over judgement, as for an intemperaxe Scold 
to juflle a reverend lodge out of his place,; and there to 
take on in her talkative and fcurrill manner. If thou give 
the fwingeand reines unto it at the firft riling, it will pre- 
fently quite baniih reafon and judgement, and bee like a 
man that puts the Mafter out of the houfe, and fets it on 
fire, andburnes himfelfe alive within: or like a Ship that 
hath neither Sterne, nor Pilot, norSailes, nor Oars, expo- 
fed to the mercy of the waves, windesand tempefts in the 
midft of a furious Sea. 3. Divert to fome other bufinefle,. 
company, place, pleafant employment, thoughts of content, 
&c. Thefe are notable coolers, and very convenient to flake 
this paffienate fire 3 when it firft begins to burne in thy 
fcofome.

1. Habituate
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3. Habituate thy heart, and keepe it exercifcd and fcafo- 
ned with confiderations; i. Not onely of melancholy, a 
ferall paiTion, and other bodily diftempers, which it natural­
ly breeds ;by Ri r ring choler, heating the bloud, and the vital! 
fpirits; butalfo, even of the brutiih deformities and ugly 
diftortions with which this rage disfigures thofe which arejumiw. 
.traniportedwithit;’as the fiennefle of theeies, inflamation 
of the face, furioufneffe ofthe lookes, extraordinary panting g^nereoe, 
of the heart, beating of the pulfe, fwelling of the veines, Rumina Gorge, 
hammering ofthe tongue,gnalhing ofthe teeth, a very harfh 
and hatefull intention of the voyce, & many other extreme­
ly impotent and unmanly behaviours. Hence it was, chat an­
gry men were anciently counfelled in the hcateoftheir fic 
to looke themfelves in a Glaile. The monftrous reprefentatr- 
ons of that deformed Fury, were able for ever to mghcchem 
out of their cholericke humour, 2. Of the fweece loveli- 
neffe,and amiable acceptation of a mild unpaiTionate fpirit. 
Itisthefinew, asitwere, andceement of all delightfull fo- 
ciety, the flower of humanity, the very fweetnefle of civil! 
converfation. As it is a fmgubr prefervative to keepe a 
mans owne heart in much calmenefle and quiet; fo its alfe 
an attractive Load-ftone to draw unco him the hearts and 
loves of others. 3. Of theaimeand afpirations of mortal! 
wifedome which labours to draw a mans heart to that un= 
ihaken, conftant and comfortable temper; that beautifull 
and noble difpofitioi),which refembles the higheftRegion of 
the aire, where there is no overfhadowing clouds, nor tem- 
peftuous thunders, but perpetuall faireqefle, ferenitie, and
peace.

I have the longer infilled upon thefe morall inftruftions, 
purpofely co make Chriftians alhamed, who'befides the. ho- 
neft extractions ofpurer reafon, have alfo rules of Religion, 
and heavenly remedies; and yec are too often overtaken with 
this mentall drunkennes,as fome cal! it. For you muft know, 
thatall this while Imeane hafty, unjuft, and exorbitant An­
ger, which mifles inmeafure,Obje&, end,feafonablenefle,or 
^otl)cr,circumftances. For there is a Cnlefle and holy Anger,

H 2 and



ιοο Generali directions for λ

and therefore faith P<jhZ, Eph.4.26. Beye angry, andfinnenot. 
Vpon the deferibing and limiting of which, it is neither inci- 

x dent nor feafonable for me at this time to infift,
Nowtheninafecondplace, for religious dire&ions, and 

more immediately drawne from divine learning, confider:
1. That all thy wrongs and unworthy ufages, all-thy in­

juries and indignities, erodes and uncomfortable accidents, 
that (ball ever any way befall thee, are fore-appointed, or­
dered, and difpofed by Gods wife and mercifull providence, 
and that to thy fpirituall and everlafting good. This very 
one thought,chat God is ever the principal 1 Agent,kept.freft 
andon fpote in thy mind, will bee of foveraigne power to 
coole and beace backe' any intemperate heate, which might 
either rife in thine heart, or rage in thy tongue againft his 
inftruments; and caufe thee many times when thou art cha­
fing-ripe; and ready to rave, to lay thy hand upon thy mouth, 
and fay unto God fweetly with David Pfal. 39. p. I was 

, ·! opened not my mouth, becanfe thou didfi it. And not 
like a child, to beate the place that hurt it; but rather to 
walke more heedfully:or a fpoliih Curre,to fnarle and fnatch 
at the ftone, never looking after the thrower: or a mad man, 
to bite the fword that ftipks in his fleih; but rather.to pull it 
out foftly, and get co the Cbirurgion. There was matter and 
malice enough in the mouth QiShemei, to have made Davids 
royall heartnaturally to rife with implacable indignation a- 
gainft that dead dogge : unkindnefle and crueltie enough in 
the hearts oilofephs Brethren, to have made him for ever un- 
reconcileable: wrong and villanie enough in the carriage of 
the Caldeans, to have fet lob on fire with rage and revenge 
againft them: But thefe holy men by praftiie of the prefent 

• point, and from the ftrength of this confideracion which I 
now commend, for the reftraint of choler, procured a great 
deale of fweete peace and patience to their owne hearts, 
pleafednefle and acceptation with God, admiration and ex­
ample to pofteritie: For they glanced by the meanes and the 
men, and faftened their eyes upon their Maker, andthefirft 
Moover,lookt beyond bis Brethrens barbarous dealing 
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with lum, and faid, The Lord font me before you : lob beyond 
the CM/Wf la.wleffs out-rages, andfaid, The Lord hathta- 
kenaway: David beyond Shetneis dogged rancour, and faid, 
The Lord hath bidden him : lefw Chrift Himfelfe, blefled for 
ever, looked beyond the Pharifics, Priefts, lewes, ludas and 
the fouldiers, to his Fathers Cup, lohA 8.11. This Cup which 
tny Father hath given mee^ foall I not drink? ? when hee com­
manded Peter to (heath his fword. This Chriftian councell 
pafleth that which was given to Augtifttu : when the objects 
andoccafions ofcholler are in thine eie, or eare; when thou 
artanywaies wronged, belyed, rayled upon, fpurned at, or 
trampled upon by the feete of honoured infolency, or dung­
hill malice, before thou inwardly fret, or breake out into any 
impatient behaviour, fay firft ferioufly and feelingly in thine 
owne heart, Thisis from God, for my good'. or wich old£/«; 
It is the Lord, 1st him doe what feemeth him good, I Sam. j 8. 
And let it for ever fnaffle,nay, fweetly compole the haftinefle 
and fowrenefle of thy corrupt nature in cafe of choler, ,

2. Let the wonderfull patience of that niightie Lord of 
Heaven and earth, who is able with one word to caft all the 
creatures in the World into Hell, nay even with the breath 
of his mouth, to turne Hell, and Heaven, and Earth, and all 
things,into nothing: I fay Jet his patience againft the infinite 
intolerable, and endlefle provocations of his owne moft ob­
liged creatures, who like fo many deiperate traitours, live 
and lie continually in open rebellion againft ib great a Ma- 
jeflie, be a a Paterne and Precedent unto thee a fi 1 ly worme J Λ S1 nomi0ut no_ 
dull and aihes, earth, or any thing that is naught; of pro-tbts,& Parer Deu» 
portionable forbearance (if there could bee any proportion.'^’ 
betweene infinite and finiteJ toward thy fellow creatures.! pariter & Parris' 

How many blacke and blafphemous mouthes are unceflantly
quenres, & fib os . 

non deter eSc dogencres Qualis vero in Deo & quanta patientia, quod in contumeliam fuse Maieftatis 
& honoris inftituta ab hominibus pro&na templa, & terrena figmenta, & facra Cacrilcga patieutiffimd 
ftiilintns, Ciperbonos et truilos aquahter'facit diem nafei et lumen folis oboriri,&c. Ft.cum crebris, 
into continuis exacerbatur affenfis Deus indignationem foam temperat, et praftitutumfcmel retribu- 
tionis diem patienter expeftat. Cumque habeat in potefiate vindiitam, marult dm rencrcpatientiam ; 

•fuftinens/feilicer dementer, et dificrcas, ut fi fieri poteftj multum malitiaprotrafia aliquando mutetur, 
et homo in etrwwnct fcclcrvrn contagionc volutarus, vd fero ad Domiuum convertarur, fyion its bono 
jut icntii.

H 3 open
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Jv- teg: 26^-open againft his Hefted Majeftie 2 With what damnedoathes 
doe they teare, and re-crucifie the precious Body ofhisglo- 
tified Sonne, which fits at his owne right-hand J With what 
lyes and Handers doe they revile his Ambafladours, andvi- 
lifie his Chofen ? How many gracelefle wretches doe wil­
fully and obftinately prophane his Sabbaths, pollute his Sa­
craments, and turne their baches upon his Word 3 How ma­
ny doe daily turne themfelves into beaftes, by their fwinilh 
drunkennefle, to the great reproach of mankind, and diiho· 
nour of their reafonable nature ? How many inclofing Nim· 
rods, and cruell Landlords, doe grindc the faces of the poore: 

Mkbs- 3.1,3. Nay, pluck? offtheir skiunes, teare their fiefs, break? tbeir bones, 
and chop them in pieces as for the pot, and eate the fief ofQods 
people J In a word, how many incarnate Devils doe march 
up and downe the earth with hearts and hands as full as Hell, 
with all manner of mifehiefe, lewdnefle and rebellion? So 
many, and with fuch extreme jnfufferable audacioufnefle 
and impudency, that,as a learned Divine fpeakes, If but any 
tender-hearted man ihould fit but one houre in the Throne 
of God Almighty (if it be fit fo to fuppofe) and looke downe 

_ upon the earth, asGod doth continually, and fee what abo­
minations are done in that houre, he would undoubtedly in 
the next fee all the World on fire, and not fuller his wrath to 
be pacified, or the fire to be quenched. And yet for all this, 
our gracious Godinthemeanetime, though hee bee armed 
with his owne unrefiftable omnipotencie, and itheufand 
Charetsin the Whir lewhide; though hee have ever in a rea- 
dinefie of all the Angels of Heaven, all the Devils in Hell,all 
the creatures in the World; nay, the very lands and confer­
ences of prophane wretches·, and all that provoke the eyes 
of his Glory with their pollutions , to bee the inftruments 
and executioners of his juft wrath upon their finne; yet, I 
fay, our gracious God oppofes his infinite patience againft 
all thefe reftlefle outragioias provocations. Hee fwcetly and 
fairely tempers and moderates in the meane time his moft juft 
and caufefull indignation, to fee if the bountifulnefle of his 
forbearance and long puffer jpg will leade them to repentance.

• Bee
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Be thou then for ever aihamed to take on for every trifle: 
to breake patience upon every triviall provocation; to turne 
Lyon in thine owne houfe, and which is common in carnail 
worldlings, to rage with extreme folly and balenefle againft 
thy wife, children, fervants, cattell, or any thing tint comes 
in thy way , for every crofle accident, worldly lofle, dome- 
flicall mifcarriage: nay, many times to torture thineowne 
heait, and trouble others in this kind upon meere mif-ta­
kings, groundlefle furmizes, and mifconllructions: but ra- 
thertake this gracious leflonfrom the Lord lefus his owne 
mouth, Matth. 11. 2^. Learne of mee^for lam lowly of hearty 
and an example of patience from his firft Martyr, Ait. 7.60, 
Lord, lay not thisfinne to their charge.

3. Let the fweet experience of Gods patient and merci- 
fiifull dealing with thee, foften thine heart with a compafli- 
onate fenfe of other mens weakenefles, and a melting for- 
wardnefie to forgive. If hee out ofthe riches of his mercy

• hath remitted unto thee tew thotejand Talents , what a bale 
wretchednefle were it to flye in the face of thy fellow-fer- 
vant, and to cake him by the throat for an hundred pence ? If 
he intreated thee of all loves, and with all long-fuffering, to 
come into his ftrecched-out acmes of mercy, when thou lay ft 
wallowing abominably in the gore-bloud of thy many fear- 
let and crimfin finnes · fbughteft on the Divels fide, to the 
lofle ofthe very life-bloud of thy foule; and every time thou 
cameft to the Lords Supper, fhedR the precious bloud of his 
blefled Sonne: whatafname is it unco thee to fall a raging, 
and fwell with anger, for the meere over- fight, many times, 
unwilling mifcarriage, and unpurpofed errour of thofe, per­
haps , which otherwife obferve thee with obfequioufnefle 
and love ?

4. If a man will not bee mooved, with more faire and in­
genuous motives, to mailer and mortifie this Bedlam rage (I 
fpeake inthispaflageto him that hates to bee reformed;) let 
him bee amazed, amend for ihame ; fith the holy Ghofi 
hath charged every man, not to meddle, or make any league 
pffriendihip with him, while hee nourilheth, andeivesthe

H 4 rcines
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ieines tohisbofome-Rebell. Make no friendflip with an an- 
gry wan; and with afuriout man thinβαίι notgoe, Prov. 22.24. 
Whatamonfterisamanof anger, that Salomon ihould fee 
inch a brand upon him; whereby every one is warned to be­
ware of him, and flie from him, as from a netling,dangerous, 
unfociable creature ϊ

A word or two of another paflion, before I pafle out of the 
point, and that is Feare, which I had not toucht at this time, 
had it bin onely a Racke, whereon the heartsof covetous,am­
bitious,and carnail men are woefully rent, and torne,and tor­
tured all their life long ; and not alfo a cruell engrofler of too 
much golden time even from Gods children,not without ina- 
preifions of much fruitlefle iadnes,and unneceflary difeontent.

The vanitie and tyrannic of this paflion is fpecially feene 
and exercifed: 1. In putting all reall flings into imaginarie 
evils, and drawing true and bitter forrrowes, from fuppoied 
fuflerings.a.In an over-greedy apprehenfion and anticipation 
of forrowes to come, fbthata man by too much forethought- 
fulnes,and painefull preconceit,doth fuffer them many times, 
before they feize upon him.

I. Forthefirft, who feeles not the phantafticalnefle of 
opinion to forge,and faften upon him many dreadful obje&s; 
which of themfelves have no vigour to vexe,becaufe no reall 
being and exiftence, yet truely torture and affliS:, by the one­
ly flrength and imagination ?

Thus one eateshis owne heart with griefe for Ioffe of thofe 
riches, and that fuperfluous wealth, which if hee had ever 
ftill ppffefied, hee would never have ufed. Another lies un­
der the continuall flavery of reftlefle feare, left fire or rob­
bery, fome alteration in the State, or defolation of wane, 
ihould difperfe his hoard, or hazard his temporall happi- 
nefle. One is haunted with much thoughtfulnefle and car- 
king , what ihall become of his children after his death, 
what men will fay of him when hee is gone; left his wife 
Ihould marry after his departure. (For naturally our minds 
arefovaine, that befides the abundance and burden of pre- 
lent cares, they will tranfport our defires .and affections be»
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y ond our felves and beeing.) Another frettingly fearee,thac 
he Hi all be undone in a deare yeare,or the next Rot of iheepe, 
and tires himfelfe with varietie of plots for commingsin,for 
many yeares to come, when many times he dies in the meane 
time. Some take up too much precious time, from prefenc 
and more profitable meditations, by troubling their hearts, 
left, if the times turne, they ihould not bee able to endure 
the fierie triall; whereas afterward, perhaps, they end their 
life in the peacefull noone-tide of the glorious Gofpel. O­
thers upon thought, or talke of death, are ready co entertaine 
fearefull apprehenfions, left they ihould difgrace their Chri­
ftian life with an uncomfortable end, and by fome extraor­
dinary temptation, raving, furious courage, lie open to the 
worlds interpretation, finifter cenfures, and mifconftruilions 
of their former courfes; when as after, it may bee, they con­
clude their daies calmely, in good memorie to the laft gafpe,' 
without any ftorme, or cloud of feared horrour and difcom- 
fort; (except formall diftruftful fearcs juftly bring upon them 
that which they feared.) For fith every one, whole life hath 
beene confecrated to Gods glory with truth of heart, doth 
certainelypaflethorow thofe dreadfull pangsand laft paine, 
into pleasures endlefle and unfpeakeable; heeoughtalfo to 
fubmit withall patience and quiet, to glorifie him, and to be 
ferviceable to his fecret ends, with what kind of death hee 
pleafe; whether it be, i. Glorious, and untempted: 2. Dif. 
comfortable, by reafon of bodily diftemper, and by confe- 
quent, interpretable by undifcerningfpirits: 3. Mingled of 
temptations, and triumphs: 4. Or ordinary, and without 
any great ihew, or remarkable fpeeches, after extraordinary, 
Angularities of an holy life, which promifed an end of fpeci­
all note and obfervation.

2. For the iecond, befides thefe utterly unnecefiary and 
meerely imaginarie miferies; many fearefull fpirits efpecial= 
ly haunted with the humour of melancholy, will not fuffer 
alfo certaine and inevitable evils, which at length muft needs 
Befall them, to fleepe, and keepe in their Rings, untill the 
time appointed: but many times awake them by the crie 



_____  _ I
ιοί________________ General directions for a

of Feare, like fo many fleeping Lyons, and cowardly pro- 
yoke them with timorous expe&ation to rent their hearts, 
and fting terribly before the time. Thus our vaine minds 
torment us more with the feare of evils, then with the evils 
which we feare; fpurreus on with much unmanly folly, to 
meete in the mid-way; nay to overtake, out-runne forrowes 
to come, and make us a thoufand times miferable with one 
individual! mifery.

For inHance: Thou haft a child, and, perhaps but one 
which thou loveft moft dearely; for that affeftion which 
would be feverely ftrong towards ten, or how many foever, 
is united in it alone. Thou enjoy eft a wife, whofe death 
would bee unto thee, as the Ioffe of halfe thy heart; audio 
proportionably of any worldly comfort. Now certaine it is, 
thou muft at length part from all rhefe, or what elie foever 
moftdeareand defireable things in this life, theymuft bee 
taken from thee, or thou from them. In this cafe then, if thou 
give way and forth unto this faint-hearted tyrant ., and ma­
licious paffion, itwill wound thine heart manyandmanya 
time with fenfe of their Ioffe, before thouloofe them : and 
mingle amid thy deareft and moft doting apprehenfions of 
their iweetneffe and worth, many bitter thoughts of the day 
of divorce,and ftings of much worldly griefe (for fuch onely 
I meane)from a torturing preconceit of painfull heart-breake 
at parting. But the moft tormenting racke in this kinde, 
upon which this tyrannicall paffion doth much terrifie and 
teare the hearts of carnall men fpecially, is death: It is called 
the Prince of terror, by reafon of its owne extreme inevita­
blepangs; ahd to them alfo it is a certaine prefage to tor­
ments without end, and part imagination: and therefore if 
their coafciences bee noc defperately feared, and fealed up 
fecurely with the ipirit of flumber againft the day of venge­
ance; they are wont to die almoft every day , by aflaviffi 
feare of death i fee Heb. 2.15, 0 death, faith the tvife man, hm 
bitter is the remembrance of thee, to a man that liveth at reft in 
his pp^Jfior,sz unto the mar. that hath nothing to vcxc him, and 
that hath profyetitie in all things 1 Qhhow {he heart of fuch a

man
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man doth ihrug together for horrour, quake like anAfpen 
leafed and die all !the while, when this feare doth repreient 
uncoic iii-.tlje glalle of his imagination,the grit fly formes and 
cugly face of death,with thofe other dreadfull circumftances, 
as the wailingsand out-cries ofwife, children and friends a- 
bouc his laft bed, parting from all worldly pleafures for ever, 
rotting in the grave, dragging to the Tribunail and terror of 
thelall Day,&c!

Beiides thefe imaginary fufferings,and untimely forrowes, 
take notice of three other bafe pell ilent effefts and mifehiefes, 
which this natural!, .llaviih, diftruftfull feare, ffor that I 
onely meane in the whole point) puts upon a man. i. It 
may bring upon him the thing which heefeares : by fearing 
to become miferable, hee may become that hee feares, and 
fo turne his vaine feares into certaine miferies; according to 
that of Salomon Proverbs io. 24. That which the wicked 
feareth, βall come upon him. And that of Ifni. 66, 4. I will 
bring their feares upon them. Thou haft a wife, a child, an 
outward ftate, an high place, which thou art immoderately 
afraid to loofe; now this very diftruftfull feare derogating 
from the glory of Gods mercifull providence,which fweetly 
and wifely dilpbfeth all things, may, juftly provoke him eo 
deprive thee of them, whereas otherwise, thou might’ft have 
enjoyed them ftill. 1. It robs and bereaves thee of the kindly 
rellilh, and comfortable enjoyment even of good things. A 
man can take no delight in the fruition of that good, which 
hee feareth to loofe. Life it felfe is loathfome, if a man fla- Qi;„:^c^oritur 
viihly feare to die. That good breeds the trueft prefent con- morceiu <pi aiC- 
tentment, againft thclofle whereof wee are alwaies prepa­
red, And therefore thofe who live in continuall feare to loofe 
their child, goods, liberty, life, or any other thing, that is 
deare unto them, loofe a great deale of that honeft joy and D<ut.jg.4Z( 
allowed pleafure they might have, even in thefe outward 
things. 3. It dejefts and debates his noble na’ture, below 
the miferies andbalenefle of beafts in this point: fqr they 
arefenced from this folly and vanity, by the benefit of their 
j^e^keneUe, and want ofreafen; never re-affliSing them-

ftlyes
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i’elves with evils paft, orfearing anytocomej but thorow 
their whole life enjoy entirely and with full fecuritie,all con­
tentments and pleafures incident to their natures, fave onely 
when they are pinched with fenfe of prefent paine. Whata 
ihamethenisitto Man, who being honoured with the ex­
cellency of an underilanding, reafonable, and provident fpi- 
rit, whereby hee out-lhines all other· creatures, like an An­
gel upon earth , Ihould by the abufe and mif-imployment 
thereof, make it a meanes unto himfelfe, to become more 
miierable in this refpeft then a brute beaft 3

SeeRve a-s-n. Now many and fweet are the places and promifes inGods 
Booke, which may ferve as precious counter-poifons, and 
cordials,againft this carking venome, which haunts with too 
often infinuations, even themoft heavenly minde; but eates 
continually like a Canker into the carnail heart: They are 
fuch as thefe: I will never leave thee nor for fake thee. He· 
brewes i 3.5. Shouldeft thou fall into the fiery triall, aflured- 
ly thy jnercifull God would either fupply thee with a fuper- 
naturalland extraordinary power and patience over that moft 
exquifite paine; or elfe, abate and leflen the rage of the flames 
for thy fake. All things worke together for good, to them that 
love Ged, Rom.^.^. Sinne, in its owne nature,is the deadlieft 
and ranked poyfon to the foule; andin it felfe , thegreateft 
evill that is or can bee; yet Gods infinite Power and Wife- 
dome, which at firft drew light out of darkenefle, asaskilfull 
Apothecarie deales with poyfon, {borders and tempers it to 
his, that by accident it proves medicinable: much more doth 
Hee turne to their good, crofles, difgraces, lofles of earthly 
things, povertie,want,lifejdeath, any thing,every thing, (fol 
ΰ faithfull, who will notfaffer you to bee tempted above that yo;t 
are able; but will with the temptation alfo make a waj to e/cape, 
thatyeemaybee abletbbeareitA Cflr.io.ij.TcisGods Childs 
peculiar, 'in the cafe of affli&ions and all future troubles, to 
expeft fuppor,tation in them, benefit by them, deliverance 
out of them. Hee that ffarednot his owne Sonne, how fhall hee 
notavithhim alfo freely give tu all things, Rom. 8. 32. If lefus 
Chrift be ours, iris infinitely abfurdto-feare ftavifhly, either 

- hurt
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hurt by ill,or want of good. He is incomparably more worth 
then ten thoufand worlds, were they all extant. If thou en- 
joyeft then fuch a Ie well, what a curfed vanicie is it to tor- 
tare and te ue thy heart with feare of any earthly lofle, or of 
ever being prevailed againft by any created power? Take 
yet more fpirituali armour and Heioicall refolution, againft 
the afliults ofthis cowardly Tyrant, which doth fo unwor­
thily afflift the fpirits of menj not onely with imminent ills, 
but alfo with thofe which are not, and perhaps {halt never 
be, nay fometimes, which cannot poiTibly bee, out of thofe 
two fweeteft Pfalmes, for promiies of future prote&ion, pi. 
and 12 (. T/h.4^.2. But the fpeciall prefervative, which at 
this time I would commend unto you, againft this diftruft- 
full hearts-poyfon, may bee extra&ed from Chrifts owne 
words, Matth.6.34· After many ftrong and precious Argu­
ments againft thoughtfulnefle and carking, our heavenly 
Doftor concludes, Take therefore no thought for the morrow: 
for the morrow jhall take thought for the the things of it felfe: fuf- 
fcient unto the day, is the evid thereof. Whence I colleft and 
counfell, that the Chriftian oughtjn refpeft of any torturing 
care, or carking forecaft, to unite and confine his thoughts, 
the workings and agitations of his fpirit, to the mannagirig 
of the affaires,and maftering the miseries of the prefent day, 

.The ftrongeft mind and beft compofed, is weake enough 
to fuftaine the brunt and encounter of every dayes trofles. 
Temporall troubles, or fpirituali temptations, fightings 
without, or terrours within, are the certaine portion of the 
Saints in this vale of teares. And what day fo faire comes 
over the Chriftians head, wherein he fcapes Scot-free, as they 
fay, herein ? Sith therefore every day brings foorth forrow 
fufficient for the exercife of the retired/! Drefence of the moft 
recolle&ed fpirit, and the heartieft man mail have his hand­
full, in palling patiently and profitably thorow prefent trou­
bles, which many times fall as thicke upon him, as one wave 
in the necke of another; whatabafe and unworthy weake- 
nefleis it, to unfit and difable our already too weake minds, 
for a comfortable diipatch, and digefting of daily uncom­

fortable
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forcable occurrents, by fuch needlefle, fenfelefle, fruitlefle 
diftraft ions, vagaries ofvanitie,and Vtopian peregrinations’ 
As either i. To looie them in the endlefle maze of imagenarie 
affli&ions {: α. Or towafte them by untimely wraftling 
with certaine evils to come : 3. Or wound them with a 
painefull remembrance of forrowes already'pail. For fome 
there are fo over-greedy of grieving [themielvesi, and trant 
ported with tyrannical! vanitie of their owne mindes, that 
befides their trouble withprefent,fained, and future miferies, 
collet alio matter of mournefulneffe from time pad. For in- 
fiance: Thou haft loft thy deareft child, which is one of ths 
extremeft earthly crofles,and goes neereft the heart,but long 
fince, fothat ifreafons from Reafon and Religion affwaged 
not the immoderation and excefleof thy forrow;yet time 
hathworne out, and wiped away thy teares, and made thee 
weary of weeping: but notwithftanding, thy vaine mind 
will-notfuffer that griefe, which even length of time hath 
buried long agoe, to lye quietly in the grave, but drawes 
into confideration, and remembers for the nonce, its fpec- 
dies, favour, pretty behaviour, and other lovely circumftan- 
ces, to make thy heart bleed afrelh, and wring from thine 
cies new torrents of teares,.&c. Soveraigne therefore againft 
thefeHarpiesand devourersof the heart, is that.couniell of 
Chrift, which I have commended unto you from his owne 

aM»«,mouth; feconded alio.by the Apoftle, P hilippiant 4. Bu 
” ^^oarefallfir nothing: That is, with tearing and torturing the

heart, with carking, thoughtfolnefle, anxiety,fretting, im* 
patiency. Doe not wafte and weaken thy mind immode- 

gix /iiww w-rateJy, unfeafonably, imaginarily, untimely, and diflruft- 
Μ7»·/.0η'Γ anguifli,penfivenefle, and bafe prostitution of the flower 
^ord of the famt and finew of chine immortall ipirit, co fruitlefle and endlefle 

im,pertinencies and mifemployments. For by the way, wee 
ycrfci. mull take notice and acknowledge, notwithftanding what 
Aq; animu rune |,ecne faid againft carking , and other needlefle diftra- hue ceJercm.nunc - P φ ’ . - - .
dividitiliac: ctions ana exorbitances ot vaineminds; that a moderate j
in pantfque ra- Chriftian , provident care and fore-caft, is both conveni- 

ent, and commanded^ both for provifion of things necef- 
fary,'



• comfortable walking with God. Ill

firy, and prevention of dangers. But this is not di ftreflefu !!;, 
but delightfull,, becauieenjoynedby God: See iTineoth. 5.
8. fFor ’performance of Gods Commandement,. and the a Qiundo men; 
very aft of Obedience with finceritie, ihould beget much '^""7 
fpirituall fweetnefle, delight, and joy in the heart.) And a rd inftCone.qmi 
faire, eafie, unangry providence for things needfull and time
to come, fweetned with the life of Faith, and a patient rely- gJUdio : cum ah· 
anceupon Gods wife and merciful! difpofing all our affaires,
and their fuccefle, is.one thing : and a reftlefle carking, and pebancu*. ^mb. 
purfuite after things tmneceflary, imaginary, and fometimes De C*'n & 'AbeL 
impofTible, embittered with many flaviih feares of fained 
or future evils,is another. Icis profitable alfo to gather mat­
ter from time paft, by contemplation of youthfull pollutions, 
crofles and correftions for finfull courfcs, companions in ini- 
quitie, or any other aggravating circumfiances, for the in- 
creafe of godly forrow, and hatred of finne. But this is joy­
ful!, and eafech the heart; for howfoever carnall joy and 
forrow can never confift together at the fame time ; yet
that which is Chriftian, b fweetely ought, and may,of whatk Pe/verfum alt- 
fort foever the forrow be. For firft, cauiesof it, from with­
out, as reproches,perfections, ihame, crownethe Chriftians nus,Fierein 
head with abundance of glory, his heart with Joy, his 1 ^'η m“rof<
foule with blefledncfle , i Peter 4. 14. ^^5.41. UMar- marore 

them J. 1 o. Secondly , if it bee inward, for finne and cor­
ruption, there is great matter of much joy; for it fweetly i;on-. >« 
fignrfies the foftning and melting ofthe heart, and by confe- ^«^-Beatiqui 

quent, theprefenceof Gods fanftifying Spirit. Such teares ndeWwin hcTy- 
asburftoutof a heartoppreft with griefe for finne^ 3ntshkeJn,s>lJrmT,,m·?· 
an Aprillfhowre, which though it wee a-little, yet it be-l033' 
gets a great deale of fweecnefle in the hearbes, flowers, and 
fruits of the earth. A great man guilty of high Treaibn, 
comes to the Blocke to loofe his head : in the very nickes 
when he is ready to lay downe his necke, a gracious Pardon 
is ihownfrom the King, whereupon he burfts out out aboun- 
dandy intoteares, fpringing partly from an angry indigna­
tion againfthimfelfe, for his trayterous carriage towards fo 
tender-hearted a Prince, partly from an explicable joyful!

fenie



11 a Gentrail dir (fttons for a

fenfeof his owne fafetie. Itisproportionably fo,when wee 
mourne for him whom wee have pierced, and in Evan, 
gclicall repentance. ( God hath fo mercifully ordered all 
things for his, thatifthey bee not wanting to themfelves, 
they may be ever merry, and finde continuall matter ofrt>- 
joycing ; Sec i Tke^ $. i o. For he well knowes what great 
neede their poore heartshave of this joy full affeftion; both 
to fweeten their outward iufferings and biternefle from the 
world,and alfo to feafon their fpirituali facrificcs andfcrvices 
unto himielfe:) Andbehdes, it is one thing, to rake with 
our remembrance into the grave of buried griefes, for fharp- 
ning che teeth of worldly forrow, to eate our hearts: ano­
ther thing to make our memories minifter matter from for­
mertimes , of more humiliation under Gods mighty hand, 
deeper deteftation of our abhominablevileneffe, and to make 
our hearts many and many a time melt againe, and bleed a· 
freih with comfortable foftnefle, and godly iorrow for youth­
full finnes. ·'

VII. Prize and ply,as a moft fweet excellencie,and com­
fortable perfe&ionin Chriftianitie, a right and religious or­
dering of thy tongue. It is very materiall, and of fpeciall im­
portance,for preiervati on both of outward and inward peace. 
Originall corruption hath naturally put upon every mans 
tongue an empoyfoned fierie edge, whereby like a fword 
in a Bedlams hand , it kils and flayes on all fides, wofully 
wounds his owne confcience, inte&sandinvenomes mortal­
ly the foules of the prefenc, mangles the good names of the 

. abfent with deadly malice, and fo bathes it felfe remorfelefly 
in continuall bloud-ihed; (for there is heart- murther, and 
tongue-murther, as well as hand-murther) until I the attaine- 
mentofthis grace, and mortifying circumcifion of fuch an 
unruly evill. That it may therefore neither bee unfcafona- 
bly idle, nor finfully exercifed, befides many other caveats, 
and conftant watchfulnefle, take notice of, and to heart, and 
praftife:

I- That much and generally neglected dutie of Chriftian 
itproofe.

, · By
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By reafon of that generail and common fellowfhip,where- 
ofl gave a tafte and touch before, (of his arbitrary and inti­
mate company, every Chriftian makes confcience of better 
dioyce) which thou muft (ometjmes entertaine and exercile 
wich the men of this world, except thou .wilt goe out of the 
world; thou flialc meete now and then upon unavoydable 
neceftitie, and by the exigency of thy calling, with men of 
intolerable convention, and very fcandalous difcourfe ; and 
at unawares,and unwillingly fall amongft fuch companions, 
as will fweare, blafpheme Gods Name, talke filthily, Han­
der the Miniftery, raile againft good men; befides many 
other fervile,bate, and prophane fpeeches; much froth and 
folly in this kind. Now in this cafe ordinarily, prophane 
men meddle not. They hold it a point of precifenefte to 
marie the mirth, and caft the company into dumpes of me­
lancholy, by calling finne into queftion. They love not (as 
they fay in their hearts) to bee difpleafingand unplaulible, 
where themfelves gaine nothing, and perhaps doe no good 
to the party. They are commonly old-excellent in ray ling 
upon, and llanderinga good man in his abfence; but they 
are ftarke-naught, and no-body in reprooving a notorious 
wretch unto his face. If they open their mouth in this way,it 
is commonly in jeft, and bravery, in forme, in derifion, for 
fomeOnes fake in the company,, who, they know,- cannot 
endure it; or atbeft, out of a civill deteftation of outragious 
villany,and furious blafphemies of Gods glorious Name.But 
infiichcafes, the Chriftian is truely folicitous and zealous; 
very much troubled, and carefull how to frame and hold a 
ftrious, wife, and feafonable contradiction to the lan- 
guageofhell, which confifteth in oathes, lying, flandering, 
in obfeemties, raylings, contemptuous infolencies againft 
the Miniftery and waies of God, defence of Popery, and 
infuch rotten and Bedlam talke. Hee dares not many times 
in fuch company, for his heart hold his peace, left there­
by h ebee guilty in fome degree. I. Of the parties going 
on in finne. 2. Of betraying Gods glory, by a cowardly 
and unchnftian filence : and 3. For feare of wounding his

I owne
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owne confcience. Theomiflionofthe diicharge of this dutie, 
wil fometimes very much vexe the confcience,and grieve the 
heart of the tree hearted Profeflour; when hee is departed 
the place, and confiders that by this bafenefle and frailety he 
hath failed in fo holy a duty, and beene faint-hearted in the 
caufeof God.

For this kind ofreprooving then, and fuch cenfuringof 
the words and workesof darkened, the Chriftian is not to 
beecenfured too ceniorious andpreciie. Conference, chari- 

Lcv1t.1p.17. ty , and Gods commandement calles audcries upon him for 
the performance of this needfull duty ; whenfoever una- 
voydable neceffity, or the exigency of a warrantable calling 
{hall have caft him upon prophane wretches, and imprifo- 
ned him for the while amongft fellowes of lewd difeourfe, 
and gracelefle carriage, Except they bee Dogs, or Swine; 
Chrift himfelfe hath commanded , that Pearles and holy 
things ihail not bee caft away upon fuch, Give yee not, faith 
hee, that which is holy unto Oogs, neither yeeyour Pearles 
before Swine, ^Matthew 7>6. Sec alfo, Proverbs p. 8. and 
33·Ρ·

The ground of this Commandement of Chrift,} I take to 
be two-fold:

I. A deare , compaflionate, and tender-hearted care of 
God, even over the temporall lives of his children. Befides 
the glorious Miniftery, and continuall guard of the blefled 

PWpi n,ii. Angels for chejr prefervation, that they hurt not their foote 
’ againfta ftonejhis own alfo All-feeing and All-pitying Eye, 

doth ever gracioufly watch over them, to keepe them as 
dearelyas the Apple of his owne Eiej and therefore hee for­
bids, them to caft themfelves defperatcly into the mouth of 
a harking Dogge, or upon the paw of a revengefull and 
bloud-thirfty Lyon: that is, hee would not have his child to 
vouchiafe fo much as areproofe to any blafphemous wretch,, 
ordefnerate Swaggerer, that would turioufly flyeinhisface 
for offering him a Pearle.

2. An holy jealoufie over the glory and Majeftie of his 
owne blefled Word. It is that holy Wifedome, which ifiued 

imme-
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immediately ouc of Uis owne infinite underftanding. It is 
farre more pure and unfpotted then filver tryed in a furnace 
ofearth, fined feven-fold. It is a facred Pearle, framed and 
faihioned by His owne Almighty hand in the Palaces of 
heaven, which onely by an invilible and infpired power can 
raife thofe that are dead in finnes and treipafles, to fpirituall 
life; flop the bloudy iflueof originall corruption, and pre- 
ferve the foules of men in everlafting health. In a word, it is 
the Word of God, and therefore moft unworthy to bee tro- 
den under foote, or trampled in the mire by any fenfiiall 
Swine: that is, no waies to bee vouchfafed to thofe hacefull 
and Swiniih wretches, who out of a malicious fottifiinefle 
entertaineib glorious a meftage from the mightie God of 
heaven with contempt and fcorne.

Thefe two reafons ofthe Commandement lie in the Text:
Giveyec not, &c. left they trample them under their feete, and 
turne againe and rent you. W hence wee have alfo fome light 
to difcerne who are Dogs,who are Swine.

>. By Dogs, wee fee, are meant^bftinate enemies, that canesigitur hie 
malicioufly revile the Miniftry of the Word,the Doftrine of figntfachomtaea 
God, and the Mefiengers thereof; who doe not onely tread venreXmedica- 
the words of inftrndtion and reproofe under foote, but alfo bili/pcmque om- 
turne againe, and all to rend the Teachers, and furioufly Hie
in the face of thofe who fairely cell them of their faults. Con- Genres, chy/eit. 
fider this and tremble, all yee that are become fcornefull and “7‘
furious oppofites to the power and puritie ofthe Word, and 
bloudy goades in the fides ofthe faithfulleft Minifters. Alas, 
paorc wretches,forlorne Caitifes, you caft yourfelvesdeipe- 
rately into thataccurfed and horrible condition, that every ।
good man is bound in confcience not to affoord you fo much 
as an admonition, or reproofe, or a caveat co prevent thofe 
curfes which are comming upon you And you wilfully draw 
upon your owne heads that moft fearefull doome from Gods
Spirit, and from the Church of God; Hee that it filthy Jet Re’d·’2· “· 
him bee filthy ftill. Hethat is a Swine, let him bee Swiniih 
ftill: He that railes againft the power of Grace, let him con- * 
cinue ftill a madDogge. Hee that fets himfelfe malicioufly *
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againft the Miniftery ofthe Word·, lec that man receive no 
comfort or benefit by the Word ot Life·- If hee will needs, 
let him roare Hill, fwagger, bee drunke, defpaire, die, and be 
damned.

j J 1 2· Swine, are meant thofefotcilhfcurrill wretches, 
utiz jugiccr com- who doe fcornefully and contemptuoufly trample underfoot 
reoranw,v°'&-all holy inftru&ions, reproofes, admonitions tendered unto 

them out cf the Word of Truth.
pronuncijnt in- Some ofthefe are Swine, as it were, onely in pradfife:

doe not fay much, or keepe any great grunting againll 
good men; but they feed unfatiably , though filently, upon 
.the drofle and filth of fenfuall pleafnres and carnail content­
ments : and if at any time a Pearle bee caft in their way; I 
meane a feafonable reproofe miniftred unto them , they 
trample it in the mire, and with a bruicifh bafenefie tread it 
under foote; becaufe indeed they hate to bee reformed, and 
are fottifhly and ftubbornely refolved, not to exchange thefe 
worldly plealurcs which they have in prefentpofleiTion and 
purfuit, for the glory cf an hundred heavens, which Prea­
chers fo much talke of, but they cannot taile of, or tell when 
to come thither.

2. Other Swine there are, as it were both in pradiife and 
profefiion; who befides their hating to bee reformed, and 
obftinaterefolucionnot to forgoe their prefent pleafnres , or 
forfake their former waies, arealfo poilefted with afpiritof 
fcoffing. Thefe are rather wildBoarest for with a furious 
and Giant-like infolency and outrage, they provoke, and 

seeifai s '9· & challenge the mighty Lord of heaven, about the truth ofhis 
ζΡα,3·^ψ Judgements and Promifes, making a mocke of them.

Lec all fenfualland Swiniih wretches confider this, and 
tremble; who with finfull greedineflefeed upon earthlinefle, 
and Epicurifme, and hate to bee reformed ; who wilful­
ly wallow in the mud and filth ofvaniihing pleafnres and 
will noc bee walhed ; who many and many times come unto, 
continue at, and depart from the houfe of God , with a fet­
tled purpofe andrefblution,not tofuffer their hearts to bema- 
fleredby che power of che Miniftery, or to change their old 
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fifliions, fay the Preacher what hee will: but to live, and end 
their dates, in their (Ordinary former couries of prophanenellc 
and good-feilowihip. They may reade their doome and ven­
geance that dogs them at the heeles,

Curfed alfo is the condition of all you that are icoftersac 
god It ne lie and good men. You have wearied your felves fo 
long in walking and Handing in wicked wayes, thatyouare 
now fee downe atreftinthechaireoffcorners. And therefore 
all thofe that Hand on the Lords fide, are commanded by 
Chri/i, there co leave you in your damned cafe, and to dis­
quiet you ho further. And what an horrible depth oflpiri- 
tuallmifery isthis; That you runne furioufly towards the 
pic of hell, and muft have no body to Hay you; not a man to 
call and cry unto you, totellyou, that the fiery Lake is a lit­
tle before you ?

Though we have thus much light from the naturall pro­
perties of Dogs and S wine, to defcrie and delineate thole fel- 
lowes, to whom,by ChriHs commandement, Pearles and ho­
ly things,admonitions andreproofesare not to bee vouchfa- 
fed; yet ChriHians are fore troubled many times how to be­
have cbemfelves, when to fpeake, when to hold their peace, 
whom to repute Dogs and Swine, whom not; when upon 
fome unavoydable neceflitie,or by the exigencie ofcheir Cal­
ling, they are unwillingly, and unawares plunged into the 
company of prophane wretches, whole ordmarie talke is the 
language of Hell; oathes,fcurrill jeHs, jelling upon the holy 
coverfacion of the Saints,(tendering good men,dilgracing the 
waies of finceritie,and fuch other bale,and Bedlam difeourfe.

But I doe not lee, how any conflant rules, or immutable 
directions can be given for ChriHian carriage in this cafe; it 
is fo variable, and cloathed with fuch varietie of circumflan- 
ces, and constancy of alterations. The advice which I would 
give in this point to the Chrifiian, is this : when he is per- 
plext,what to do in this regard amongH prophane company; 
lethim confute with thofe bofome counfellours, looke unto 
his fpirituall wifedome; to his heart; and to his confcience. 
TueiemuH be his guides, and informers in thefe cafes: and

I 3 they
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they are counfellors ever at hand,he carries the in his bofome.
I. His fpirituall wifedome is co guide him in a right ap- 

prehenfion anddifcretionofcircumftances, and to define die 
opportunitie and feafonablenefle, when hee is to interpofe, 
and in what manner to oppofe againft their furious and rot­
ten fpeeches. It muft tell him fecrecly ,and fuggeft unto him, 
when thecaufe of God, or the innocenoie of a good man 
calls fpecially upon him for an apologie, and at what time he 
hath a calling thereunto. It mult informe him how hee mull 
reprove: whether directly and downe right, or by intima­
tion, and indire£Hy; whether perfonally, or in the generall; 
whether in a faire or milder manner, or with a more bold 
andrefolute fpirit; whether perfonally upon ir, and in hoc 
bloud, as it were, or afterward to take occafion to cenfure 
the fame finne,with aggravations of the odioufnefle and dam­
nation of it; whether onely by difcountenance, or difeourfe; 
by a filentdiiapplaufe, which I thinke, may bee fufficientfor 
fome men,at fome times,in fome companies,or with folemne 
ptoteftation,and a profefled oppofition and diilike,&c.

2. Let him alio looke to his heatt : That his reprofc 
fpring not from any imperious humour of cenfuring , and 
medling with his brethren; from a proud veine of contra- 
difting, and controlling others; out of a Stoicall fowrenefle, 
and commanding furhnefle; from any purpofe to difgrace, . 
and grieve the partie; from a formall affe&ion of Pharifai- 
call feveritie; from a fecret ambitious defire of purchafing an 
opinion and reputation of forwardnefle, by beeing forward 
in finding faults ;or from any other by-refpect: but from an 
heart truely humbled with fight and fenfe of its owne infir­
mities, zealoully thankefull unto God for preferring him 
from the like outrage, and excefle in finne; graciouily refol- 
ved into compaffion and commiferation of the offender; lif- I 
ted up in a fecret ^application for the pardon of its owne fin, 
fuccefleofthe reprofe, and falvationofthe partie all at once 
unto tire Throne of Grace,&c.

3. His confcience muft guide, and hold him in the right 
path, and golden meane betweenp two extreames, which 

..ordi·
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ordinarily in thefe cafes men are apt to incurre: I meane, 
faint-hearted fiience, and furious zeale.

j. Men many times, by reafon of a finnefull irrefolution, 
and uncliriftian cowardlinefle, would gladly make all fuch 
offenders, Dogs and Swine; chat thereby they might chal­
lenge the priviledge of exemption from the discharge ofchat 
Chriftian dutie of reproofe. Though their eares bee filled 
with the oathes and blafphemies of thofe that are about 
them, and grated upon with gracelefte raylings againft good 
men, and foule difgracements of the waies of God; yet they 
never open their mouth; as though there could bee any no­
bler objeft, or exercife of the beft eloquence, and greateft 
courage, then the juft defence of Gods glory, a-nd Chriftians 
innocency. Oli! thefe are vile cowards in good cauies, and 
a kind of traitors to the ftate of Chriftianitie. By fuch finfull 
fiience, they labour to purchafe a name of No-meddlers in 
ocher mens matters; of mercifull men to their Brerhrens in­
firmities; of plaufible companions; of wifer and more mo­
derate Chriftians. But let them know, thatfuck No-medling 
is a kinde of foule-murthering; fuch mercifulneffe is crueltie; 
fuch plaufiblenefle is pernicious, iuch wifedome is not that of 
the Scripture commended by Chrift; but the wilynefleof 
that red Dragon, fuggefted by Hell.

Nay, fome men are fo ftrangely lewd and graceleffe, that 
they can heare, anddigeft with patience and fiience, the 
oathes and rotten ipeeches of their fervancs, and perhaps^ 
their·'’ fonnes, without any contradiSion, or correction. In Λ Audis fi!iQsbi^·. 
their owne families, fome, perhaps, fweare, others talke
duly, fome raile againft the; Miniftry, others jeft upon the quod η» 
finceritie of the. Saints, &c. and yet the wicked Governour Nebuchodonoior 
fayes neve/a word. Butin this point my purpofe is princi­
pally to counfell Chriftians; I meddle not at this time with dic4s,siquisdix- 
fuch Synagogues ofSatan and dennes of Atheifts. ^Deum sidraX

2. Some others, it may bee, but they arenotneerefoma-in tateritum 
ny,-may· runne into theotherextreame,andoutofafpiritu-' ; f/f, 
aftfoole-liardineffe , as it were, andj furious zeale, with an ‘ 6 
imperious, and unwarrantable boy fteroufneffe flie in the faae
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of fome defperate Swaggerer, with an undigefted and unfea- 
fonable reproofe: whereby they both incurre the guilt of 
giving an holy thing unto a Dog, and unneceflary danger 
from the graceleflc furie of the Partie. Or elfe for want of 
/piritualI wifedome,and an holy diferetion of circumftances j 
they may tender an admonition to fome fuch contemptuous 
fwiniih wretch, which will pafle over, and put by the preci· 
ous feveritie of the Word of Truth with afcurrill jeft; or 
with a dull, and fcornefull fottilhnefie trample under footc 
thatfaered Pearle.

Though it bee no conftant character of Dogs and Swine, 
yet commonly thofe defperate wretches, to whom by Chrills 
commandementjwe mutt give no holy things,are fellowes of 
dogged, fowre, and contracted countenances, efpecially to­
wards true Chriftians; and have a kind of defperate furiouf- 
nefle imprefled upon their foreheads, which is then moft vi- 
fible, when they are croft intheirvillanies, andheareofany 
contradiction, or condemnation of their gracelefle courfes 
and contemptuous carriages. And thofe Swiniih Qadarcns, 
before whom wee mult call no Pearles, are fellowes of a flee­
ring, gibing and fcornefull carriage, efpecially towards good 
men,and godly exercifes: they are fo drowned in fenfualitie, 
and gleued to the earth; that they doe not onely defpife, but 
al/ό deride the precious things of Heaven. As I take it, fen- 
fualitie, and earthly miBdedhefle, mingled with a great deale 
ofAtheifme, begetteth in men this fottiih fwiniihnefle, and 
bruitilh contempt of the Wellings of Grace, and direCt ions ts 
everlafting blifle.

Thefe premonitions and cautions premifed, and obferved, 
every Chriftian ought toaddrefle himfelfe with refolution, 
and confidence to difeharge tins Chriftian dutie of reproo- 
ving, when a juftoccafion and a calling thereunto doe re­
quire and exaCt it at his hands. For thefe reafons:

Firft, in refpeCt of the partie offending,
ϊ. A feafonable reproofe, mingled and fanCtified with the 

ipirit of invocation and companion, may, by the bleflingof 
God. bee an occafion of conversion to the offender. And
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let him know, that hee which cenverteth the fmncr from the 
err our of hie way} fhall fave a foule from death, and fhatl hide M·
a multitude of his fnnes. And it is the moil glorious worke in 
the World, and the noblcft imployment under the Sunnr, to 
have a hand in the holy bulinefle of faving a foule. Let 
hope then of doing fpirituall good to thy brothers foule, bee 
the fpeciall aime, and a principall motive of performing this 
dutie. There is a Law, Exod. 23.4, j. that it a man meete 
his enemies O.te, or Afle, going aftray, he mult bring him a- 
gaine : If he fees his enemies Afle lying under his burden, he 
muft helpe him up againe : How much more deare and pre­
cious in our eies Ihould the immortall foule of our Brother, 
be, then the Afieofourenemie Mfwee muft turne backe the 
ihaying Oxeofourenemie, and lift up his Afle, whenhee 
is cruiht under his burden ; with what eagernefle and zeale 
Ought we to labour, to ftopthe furious courfe of a reafonable 
creature towards .the pic of Hell; and to put our helping 
hand co raife up chat filly foule, which by reafon ofthe heavy 
weight of its finne, is full forely bruifed and bleeding, ready 
even co breathe out its laft, and finke into the milene of end- 
lefle horrour ? Speake then boldly in the caufe of God, wlien 
thou heareft thy brother blafpheme his Name, jeft with his 
Word , talke filthily, raile againft holinefle , Hander good­
men, pleade for prophane paftimes,&c. for they are io many 
mortall ftabs into his owne poore foule; befides the naturall 
infe&ioufnefle of rotten fpeeches , which may doe much 
mifehiefetotheftandersby. Though thy reproofe prevaile 
not at the prefent; yet thou knoweft not what.impreflion 
and working it may have afterward upon his hard hearc, 
whereby perhaps he may happily thinke upon a new courfe, 
and of converfioa to God; and fo thou be a biefled inftrumenc 
of faving a foule. - -

2. Bucifit have not fo happy a fuccefle upon his foule, 
yet it may be, thou mayeft thereby came and cake downeliis 
infolency ; iocut his combe by a feafonable contradi&ion, 
that hee doe not carry it away bravely, fo code and con­
found his fwaggering humour, that he doe not glory in his 
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villany,thac he doe not pride himfelfe in his bfafphemies, and 
blondy oathes, in his contempt of Grace, and other outragi- 
ous outcries, Anfwer afoele, faith Salomon, according to hit 

TimaCy fooliftnefe, left hee bee wife in hit owne conceit: left hee bee too
proud.If a defperate and prophane wretch will needs fweare, 
and fwagger, and raile againft the fervants and Services of 
God, yet let him know, that all the while, hee fights againft 
God, damnes his owne foule, and pleafes none but Devils, 
Drukaids, anddevillilhmen. If hee will needs labour to bee 

Prov io 7· famous, by a furious oppofition to the Miniftery, and waies 
of God; let him know, thathis name (hall rot after him as 
vilely, as his carkeife in the grave, and himfelfe burne in Hell 
everlaflingly; ifhe hold on in chat humour withouttimely 
repentance and reformation.

3. Thirdly, attheleaft, thou fhouldeft thereby increafe, 
and aggravate his inexcufableneffe , and loglorifie the Tri- 
bueallof Gods luftice; when itihallthere appeare,that be- 

ludiaj/ Gdcs many other meanes afforded, and offered unto him by 
Gods mercies; thou alfo didft lend him thine hand, to 
have puld him out ofthe fire, and gaveft him one call to have 
ftayed him in the furious and wilful purfuit of his own dam­
nation. But becaufe heeftill hated to bee reformed; becaufe 
varietie of meanes for his amendment, made him more mali­
cious , and obftinate in his owne waies; and that contradi- 
ftion, and counfell to the contrary inflamed, and fet on fire 
theluftfull vicioufnefie of his corrupt nature , to hunt more 
greedily after forbidden pleafures ; therefore I fay, he will be 
more and more fearefully afhamed, and confounded at that 
great and fearefull Day : and the more occafions he hath had 
of his converfion, thejufter caufe then will hee fee of bis de- 
ferved confufion; and by confequent more glory will accrew 
unto the glorious Tribunall of Gods luftice. .

Secondly, in fuch cafes che Chriftian muft fpeakein refpeit 
■ ofhimfelfe

1. When the aire isimpoyioned with any infe&ious va­
pour, men ufe to fill their fenfe with fome Pomander, or 0- 
ffier fweete perfume, chat .fo.tliey may decline the noyfome- 

nefle
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nefle of the fmell, andrepell the contagious infinuatiorifo 
when any propbane wretch hath kt fall any rotten fpeech, 
the Chriftian with a prefent counter-poyfon, as it were, of a 
feafonable reprofe, ihould flop his owne apprehenfion, left 
any bafer infe&ion infinuate, and ftaine thefoule; and to 
preferve in heart and life, a freih and ftrong oppofition of the 
heart and affeftions to all fuch lewdnefl’e andfcurrility,

2. Silence at fuch a time will feeme to bewray either thy 
cowardlinefle in the caufe of God; or hypocrifiein thypro- 
feflion. For it will feeme ftrange, that thou which makefl: 
ihew of Handing on the Lords fide, andprofefleft thy felfeto 
bee a party in that glorious Communion of Saints, Ihouldeft 
heare the name of God prophaned in a bale and blasphemous 
manner, and theinnocency fometimes of a good man carried 
in triumph by the flanderous tongues of wretches, and tram­
pled upon, as it were, even unto dull, by the feete of pride 
and malice; and yet never open thy mouth. As thou there­
fore defireft to preferve the glory of thy Chriftian reputation 
entire and Ihining, and hold it thy crowne and honour to bee 
Champion unto the mightie Lord of heaven, a Proftor in his 
Spirituall Caufes, and the Protestor of the good names of 
good men; to bee ever ready to open thy mouth when a juft 
apologieinany of thefe refpects is needfull and required at 
thy hands.

3. If thy confcience bee inlightened, awake, tender, and 
rightly informed, it will fmite, and checke thee after theo- 
miflion of fuch a duty; when afterwards thou confidereft 
with thy felfe,that by thy cowardly and unfeafonable fiience, 
thy fotfle is entangled in the guiltinefle, and hath incurred an 
accountablenefle for that finne. As thou then wouldeftkeepe 
all in quiet at home in thine owne bofome, and Hill poflefle 
the paradiie of a peacefull heart, fuffer not blasphemies, ob- 
fcenities, rayling, and other fuch ribald, and rotten talke 
pafle uncenfured, and unforrowed for. Nay, and in fo do­
ing, befides the unvaluable comfort of a peacefull confcience, 
thou fhalt alfo purchafe unto thy heart a found teftimony 
of that- gracious tender-heartedneile, which is wont to melt, 

and 
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andrefolvethe hearts of Gods children into companion and 
commiferation infuch cafes: and which they ufe to exprefle, 
and exercife even toward the lewdeft wretches, and fuch as 
have no pity upon the fpiritullmiferiesof their owne poore 
and wofull foules. See I Sam. 15.35. andid.i. lercm.9.1. 
Phil. 3.18,19. 2 Cor.12.21. ip. 41,42·. &c. It was
the dogged,and damned voyce of cruell and curfed OiXto 
fay, Am Imj brothers keeper ? But every true and tender­
hearted Chriftian doth grieve to fee fo many of his brethren 
fticke fall in the clutches of that roaring Lyon, and becweene 
the teeth of that Red Dragon; and therefore labours by all 
meanes he can, to refcue them; to fee fo many about him 
runne as faftand furiouflyas they can, todrownethemfelves 
in the pit of endlefle perdition; and therefore as occafion 
ferves, calles and cryes unto them to ilay their courie, before 
the hellifh Gulfe of confufion and horrour hath ihut her 
mouth upon them.

Thirdly, in refpeft of thofe which be prefent:
1. By thy fpeaking infuch a cafe, thou mayeft lay, as it 

were, the fpirit of prophanenefle for that time; io that it doe 
not rage,and over-rule in the reft,as otherwife it would. For 
weemayfometimesobferve, that afeafonable reproofe paf- 
fing from a man of underilanding with refolution and au- 

• thoritie, upon a fellow that fo behaves himfelfe, as though 
fwearing werehisprofeffion, and traducing the Saints, his 
Trade, doth fo quell and confound the fwaggering humour 
of the reft of the fame crue in the company, that they are 
quite put out of their humour, as they fay , perhaps hang 
downe their heads all the while, and thinke in their hearts, if 
once they get out, they will come no more amongft fuch 
precife fellowes which cannot abide an oath; or where they 
cannot have their fling and force in their prophane villanies 
and curfed revelling.

2. Thou mayeft hereby hold intheweake, that they bee 
not icandalized.

3. Thou mayeft hold up the hearts of ftronger Chrifti­
ans, that they bee not grieved and caft downe with thejdo- 

mineering
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mineering ofprophancneffe, and out-fwaggeriug rage of Sa- 
tam Reuellers.

Fourthly, in refpeft of God Himfelfe:
I, That chough the daies wherein we live, bee ftrangely 

prophane, and deiperately naught; and this old age of the 
world is peftered with all the pollutions, and abhominations, 
which the courfe and current of all formerageshaveconvei- 
H and carried into it; though iniquitie mightily abound with 
much tyranny and triumph,and tearefully prevaile in all pla­
ces; yeti fay, that it may appeare, that God hath fome co 
fpeake for Him. That though Satan, more is the piCie, hath 
innumerable fwarmes of knights of the Poll, as they fay, 
that are ready at a becketo doe him any deiperare fervice; 
yet, notwithilauding here and there God hath a Champion, 
whofearelefleofcheface of man, dare with an undaunted 
and holy refolution, defend His waies, and Hand on His 
Iide.

2. But above all, let that ftrift charge from Gods owne 
mouth, f a Levit.i Thou jhalt not hate thy brother inthine «TertuLhunc fo-
bart t thou /halt in any wife rebuke thy neighbour, and not fafft-r C'7\p^oncK tra- 
fiweupon him;) fright and fire every one ofusout of our rerna, ludxis hie 
iinnefull filence and cowardlinefle this way, and keeneus 
with reloiution and forwardnefle, to a feaionable diicharge 55· 
oftliis holy duty.

Take notice of a three-fold duty, which lyes upon every 
Chriftian in his carriage towards men in their presence, and 
before their faces: I. Chriftian admonition : 2. Chriftian , 
reproofe : 3. Chriftian filence , and forbearance in fuch 
caies.

I. If a brother bee overtaken with a fault, or fome lefle 
offence, wearetoadmoniihhim in the fpirit of meekenefle,

‘ 0 Non igitibi de
•yUZ.O.I. irriforibus cumil-

2. If hee offend more grievoully , wee are freely to re- 1* duriter aBen_ 
prooye him; and not to fuffer finne to reft upon hjm> 
Levit, 19.17. 19· » Sam.

3. If hee bee a fonne of Betiall t zfeo fang I/kmael, a dog, 
orafwine; wee are commandedby Chrift to fay nothing j
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Matth. η. 6. Neither private admonition, nor brotherly re- 
proofe is to be vouchfafed to deiperace finners or prophane 
Ruffians, who would entertaine it with crueltie or feur- 
rility.

1I. Obferve a fanftified filence; from
March.?, i,».’ I. Raih cenfuring, which is feverely oenfured by Chrift 

Himfelfe, and fee as a vifible Brand upon the face of the Hy­
pocrite. Let it ever bee onely the peevilh povertie of thofe 
who are naught, and moft obnoxious themfelves; of Pha- 
riiesand falie-hearts, to be che greateft finde-faults; uncha- 
ricablyco entertaine caufelefledifconceites, and to pafle rafh 
cenfures againft thofe, who are farre better then themielves, 
Which they ordinarily doe: becaufe,

I. They were never truely humbled with fight and fenfe 
cf their owne finnefull and accurfed ftate. They never trem­
bled, nor were chorowly frighted with the wrathfull coun­
tenance of God, fortheir infinite pollutions and provocati­
ons of the eies of his glory. Their confciences were never 
a waked out of their dead fenfuall ileepe, by the Trumpet 
of the Law, nor received any fpeciall and particular illumi­
nation from the falsifying Spirit, In a word, they have no 
terrour, no trouble, no worke or bufinefle at home about 
their ownefinnes, in their owne confciences, and therefore 
they have leafure enough to looke about them , and are full 
enough of finfull curiofi'ie, andunneceftary medling, to pry 
and enquire into other menscourfes and carriages; of malice 
andfpightfulnefle,to miftakeand mif interpret; ofpride and 
perempcorineffe, toproclaime many rimes with great noife, 
andfelfe-applaufe, their owne idle malignant forgeries and 
fancies,for faults of thofe,who are much more righteous then 
they. When they looke forward, or any waies about them, 
they are very fliarpe fighted into the faihions and failings 
ofothersjmoftexaft inobferving their neighbours waies; 
Eagle-eyed, topierce beyond the Moone; to fpie the leaft 
inoate in the SunneJ meane, the fmaleft infirmity in the moft 
glorious Saint: Nay, they are of fuch a refined and iublima- 
ted eie-fight, that they can difeerne fome errours and exor­

bitances,



comfortable walking with God.

bitances,efpociallyinProfeifours of Religion, which never 
had any exigence. But when they ihould refl eft upon them- 
fclves/and turne their eyes to contemplate and confider their 
owne corruptions, there lyes a great beanie ofhypocrifie be- 

r tweene them and themfelves; fo that they cannot poflibly 
feefo much,as thofe huge mountaines of many crying finnes, 
which full heavily prefle downe their owne foules towards 
hell; thofe numbred fwarmes of beaftly lulls, which rage 
remorilelly within their owne bofomes.

a. It is a point of their hypocriticall policie,cunningly,and 
confidently to impute thofe finnes unto others, which are 

, groflely predominant in themfelves;that thereby they might 
purchafe an opinion of afuppofed innocency, and freedome 
from the like ^faults. For when they cry out with great 
noife and clamour upon other men, they thinke they Hill the 
cry, and flop the mouth of their owne finnes; and labour to 
fallen a perfwafion upon their owne hearts, that fith they, 
with fuch confident, and bold faces reproove and cenfure 
others, others will not, out of the congruitie of a chari­
table ingenuoufnefle thinke them foihamelefle, astobejuft- 
lylyable to the fame imputations: except fome few wifer, 
and more judicious Chnftians, who are able by fpirituall 
experience, to difeover the depths and myfteries of their 

, hypocrifie* and for fuch they care not much : for in point 
of reputation, they relye moft upon the common fort, and 
greater part.

3. It is the naturall humour of an hypocrite, tobefuper- 
cilious and cenforious. Pride is no where more naturally 
bred, proudly feated, and highly enthroned, as in his heart.' 
And therefore it is his common praftife co haunt after efti- 
mation, by difgracing and difabling others. Sith hee wants 
worth in himfelfe, hee labours to fliine by darkening others, 
nufconceiving that every detraction from other mens repu­
tations, is an addition to his owne.

4. They hold it a point and proofe of forwardnefle, to bee 
forward in finding faults. As though the flame of an holy 
zeale were enkindled in any mans heart, onely to give him

" · " light,
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light forthedifcoverie of other mens finnes, and not as a fa. 
cred fire, to burne up the noyfome lulls which boy Ie in his 
owne breft.

Thus,and upon fuch grounds as thefe,it is the hatefull pro- 
percie of Hypocrites and felfe-guilty ones; and a common 
marke of their cruell feveritie, to wade deepely into the 
fearch and cenfure of other mens wayes, and to gore very 
bloudily into the conferences of others, whereas they never 
purged theirowne. Buc true zeale ever calls the firft Honeat 
a mans felfe, and pluckes the beame out of his owne eye, that 
he may better difeerne and drawe the moate out of anothers 

i eye: I meane, a fincere heart is ever molt cenforious and 
fevere againft it felfejmoft fearching into, and fenfibleofits 
owne finnes; prying with fpeciali currofitie and inquificive- 
nefle, into the endlefle maze of its owne wicked windings 

i and depths ofguile. Though it heartily and unfainedly deteft 
' all finne in whomioever; yee its owne iniquities and pollu­
tions fticke clofeft,and go neereft, and beget in it a more par­
ticular and extraordinary impreifion of remorfe and loathing. 
Thereafon is, it hath truely tailed the terrours of a wounded 
confcience, beene fcorched with the fecretfenfe of Gods an­
gry face, and formerly full forely cruiht under the moft grie­
vous burthen of innumerable finnes. It knowes right well, 
by wofulLexperience, what bitternefie offpirit, and anguilh 
offoule fprings naturally from theretyredfurveyoffcanda- 
loustranfgreffions in coldbloud. It feeles from time to time, 
deadnefle of heart, leflening of graces, lode of comfort to en- 
fueupon every grofle relapfe, or willing fall. It finds too 
often, to its muchgriefe, thacif it foftcr and nuzzle in ic 
felfe any fenfuall corruption or fecret luft, the Lord will 
not heare it prayers. It is full well acquainted with the 
unvaluable precioufneffe of a peacefull confcience and Gods 
favourable countenance, which it cannot poflibly enjoy, if 
it lie delightfully in any one finne againft its knowledge,&c. 
This being the experience, exercife, andconftitutionof an 
upright heart; it is moft angry and difpleafed with, moft 
Eagle-ey’d and watchfull over, moft ftriil and fevere againft 

its
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its owne finnes. Which home-imployment happily hinders 
and moderates a man from too much meddling abroad. 

(Tliis world of worke within, about his owne loule , in 
difcovering, oppofing, and mortifying his owne unruly 
lulls and rebellions, ties his tongue from being fo bufiein 
cenfuring other mens faults. As therefore thou wouldeft 
haveatrueteftimony of taking thine owne finnes to heart, 
ind having beene fincerely humbled under Gods mightie 
hand thy felfe, keep a conftant and narrow watch over 
thy tongue: be very fparing in fpeaking the evill which thou 
knoweft by others: judge no man ralniy, out or ipleene, hu- virtue rcmcran- 
meur, paffion, pride, prejudice, Phariiaifme, &c. or of his usjudc:,autaia- 
finall ftate. For all found Converts and truly mortified men *p °r Uot ’ 
defire and labour to be very charitable, mercifull and feafo- 
nable in their cenfures. Conlcioufneile of their owne cor­
ruptions, makes them compaflionate towards others in this 
kinde.

Objefl. Yea, but fome will fay, howfoever you put it up­
on prophane men and hypocrites; yet it is well knowne, 
your Profeflours are the onely flirewd cenfurers, very fight» 
full, and fevere about other mens faults, and are ftill ready 
upon all occafions, by their peremptory judging, to fend all 
others unto hell fave themfelves,and thofe of their owns feft, 
as they fpeake: (And fo was the way to heaven filled many Afis *8.22. 
ayeare agoej

-dnfacr. This I grant, is many times the prophane mans 
cenfureofthe true Chriftian, and therein he difcovers him­
felfe to bee a true hypocrite: for with much bitternefie and 
malice hee cenfures fincere-hearted men, to bee cenibrious, 
when himfelfe is the onely unconicionable Criticke and cen- 
furer. Hee reprooves Gods faitbfull ^nes for reprooving,' 
when himfelfe full often amongft his companions, out of a 
ping of imperious choller, and implacable hatred to holi- 
nelle, condemnes for counterfeits, without all ground , eg 
truth, thofe whom the Lord himfelfe juftifies for true- 
hearted Nathweelt, and pafles fentence of guiltineffe and 
gtofle hypqcrifie, after they be caft by a jurie of Ale-knights,

K upon
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upon thofe, whom the Higheft Tribunall doth mercifully 
acquit.

To illighten a little, and re&ifie thy judgement in this 
point of private judging; conceive wich nice:

I. Firft, that all judging and cenfuring is not cenfurably 
condemned: But that when a man with an cvill minde . 
judged) amide and uncharitably of others for fome evill 
end. Wee may judge che tree by his fruit. If we fee a fellow- 
conftant and incorrigible in his lewd rebellious courfes, evi­
dently infamous for rotten fruites, hanging out in the open 
fight of the Sunne; as darkenefle, {wearing, ufury, whore­
dome, perfecting che power of godlinefl’e, fcoffing Religi­
on, unrighteous dealing, &c. Wee may, leaving his final! 
doome to the Searcher of all hearts, judge and cenfure him ■ 
for the prefent to bee Gods enemic, and in a moft wretched , 

e cinif judging eflate. But in fnch cafes, befides juft caufe, bee fure of a war- · 
fcr b’̂ . rantable calling, confcionable c end, and no beame in thins I 
Urine, calledthem OWne d eye.

d< -· α· Secondly, let us take notice of fome differences be- 
dHej: tweene the true Profeflbrs, and prophane mans cenfuring. It
aid' i? VJ >n refpeft, 
Hetod, ftxe, fer I. Of the Objedh The principal! aime and object of 

icarna^ mens cruell diftonceics, and bittereft cenfures, is the 
-'Mwb'j.j.3/ zealous Profeflour. Dogged they are enough many times 

amongft themfelves,about worldly affaires,· and malicioui-ly 
inter-teare one another like wildbeafts; mutuall bawlings 

- about earthly things, wrongs, encrochments, underminings, 
coozening, over-reaching, ambitious contentions, &c. fill 
their hearts with much gall and greedineffe of revenge, their 
mduthes with mutuall barking at, and biting one another. 
But to the people of God, in their Bedlam fits, they are not 
onely Dogs,but even enraged Divels,and fwell with the very 
venomeof Hell, theoverflowing whereof doth drowne all 
private diftords. Herod and Pilate behaved themfelves before 
like two angry Maftives one againft another; but when op- 
portunide was offered, they purfued Chrift with reconciled 
malice, and united, forces, Put up an Hare before two Grey­

hounds.·



hounds fnarling about a bone, and they will both doggedly 
concurre in the purfuite of that harmelefle beaft. It is juft io 
withgracelefie menagainft Gods Child: and ever the more 
forward hee is in the narrow way y the more furioully is hee 
perfecuted by the fpight of tongues. The moft refolute for 
Gods glory, and in good caufes, is ordinarily moft rayled 
againft, and reviled. The foule fpirit of good-fellowihip, as 
they call it, is ftill foaming out againft Gods chiefeft Favou­
rites, the fouleft cenfures: That they are hypocrites, humo- 
rifts,faftionifts,traitors,peftilentfellowes,and all that naught 
is. David was fo charged by Saul and his Courtiers: Jeremy 
by the prophane Nobles: the godly I ewes by Haman: Nay, 
Cirri ft himfelfe by the Scribes and Pharifees : Paul by Ter- 
tnllw: the Primitive Chriftians by the Heathens: and all that 
will live godlily in Chrift Iefus,muft looke for the fame por­
tion, the lame perfecution amongft the men of this world 5 
even to bee moft vile, and contemptible in their conceits and 
conftruftion. There is no creature that ever God made, not 
Satan himfelf excepted,which is more malicioufty fet againft 
and cenfured, then good men. Neither ihould any have lb 
bad a name as they , could the hellifti mifts of virulent 
tongues obfcure and ftaine the glory of their reputation. If 
fentence ihould pafle upon the godly at that laftand great 
Day, according to the verdift of them that art not friends 
or parties, wee ihould certainely all be caft and condemned, 
not a man freed and acquit. But blefled bee God, the 
Searcher of all hearts, the Almightie Proteftour of all in-· 
uocency , whototheftiame and confufion of all fpightfull 
oppofttes, will witnefleforusatthathigheftTribunall; and 
then at the furtheft before men and Angels, will bring forth 
our righteoufnefe as the light, and our judgement at the 
Noone-day. Oh that I had fome to heare mee ! faith Job e· 
Behold, my figne that the Almightie will witttefe for mee t 
though mine adversaries Jhoteld write a booke againft mee, 
&c. And in this itching humour of mif cenfunng chefer- 
vants of God, the wicked are fo wiifull and eager, that 
rather then they will want matter, they will moft bafely,

K 2 and
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and unworthily (hatched from the invenomed tongue of a 
Tale-bearer; from the ilanderous folly of fome fcurnll lefter, 
the frothy raving of a greafie drunken Ale-houfe haunter, 
nay rather then faile, forge it out of a fufpieious felfe-guilti- 
nefle in their owne prophane fancies, and luck it, a? they fay, 
out of their owne fingers. But let them know, that when a 
fon of Belial cenfures a fincere Profeflbr, it is as if the d'arkeft 
nooke in Hell ihould find fault with the Moone, that great· 
Light of Heaven, for thofe little fpots in her face, whereas 
otherwiie ihe is a faire and goodly creature: as if the moft 
loathfome dunghill Ihould challenge the faireft garden for 
unfavourinefle, becaufe there is here and there a weede amidft 
varietie of other fragrant flowers: as if a worthlefle lumpe of 
drofle (hould cenfure an angell of gold, for want of a graine 
or two in weight: as if a fellow almoft eaten up with the 

*vdut fi aliquis filthy French difeafe, * Ihould cry out of the danger of a
growing Ague in another. F or in this cafe he who as yet is 

inimcdicabili hn- nothing hut an accurfed lumpe of finne and luff , damnation 
an<^ hell, loades with cenforious lies that happy foule, which 

an negiigat, cum in the fountaine of Chrifts meretorious bloud, is made fane 
^.^inai oui w^”cer chen c^e Snow in Salmon, and fairer then the wooll 
ioipurii fin pane ofthe fheepe comming up from wafhing, though fome fpots 
nun curct nuno- and ftaines of infirmities and frailties cleave unto it, while it

7 yet dwels in an houfe of fleih,and Tabernacle of clay.
i:·!. But now on the other fide, the ordinary objeft of the

Chriftians Cenfure, is according to Chrifts rule : thefe trees 
•which difeover themfelves to be ftarke naught, by the rotten 
fruits, which hangevpon them in the fightofthe Sunne. And 
yet thatalfo muft be feafoned with charitie, diferetion, fea- 
fonablenefle, freedome from fpleene, humour, paflion, p?r- 
lonall hatred, infotencie, or any other exorbitant diftemper. 
Thofe Profeflors prove too often, either utterly unfound, or 
not fo througly humbled, who unmercifully infult either 
over the damnable eftate of thofe which are without, orun- 
charitably blaze abroad the infirmities and failings of the 
brethren, which they ought to conceale; and as the hand, 
faftencth a falve upon any fore part of the body, and then co­

vers.
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versit; fo to apply a plainer of a gentle and mild reproofe, 
that it may fecrttly healc, and the world be never the wifcr. 
Ordinarily, fo farre as fome men are fierce, boyfterous, and 
mafterlike in fearching ouc, cenfuring, and fecret-infuhing 
over the falls, frailties, difference from them in fome indiffe­
rent things, of cheir'/ellow- Chrillians; fo much many times 
come they ihort in mortification, holy wifedome, humiiitie, 
felfe-dcniall, faithfulnefle in their Callings, &c. and that of 
thofe, perhaps,whom they fo imperiouily diiable and under­
value. Commonly, too bufi bodies this way , are either 
dangeroully proud,or finfully politike : proud, and therefore 
«devour to raiie their owne, upon the ruines of ocher Chri- 
.ftians reputation, better then themfelves: or politike; for, 
themfelves being cenfurable for fome grofler infirmities, or 
fcandalous walking,they labour cunningly co finde anfwera- 
hie errours in more noted Profeflours,that themfelves may go 
more unnoted.

2. In refpeft ofthe order. The true Chriftian ever cafts 
the firft Rone at himfelfe, and firft, the beame our of his owne 
eye; that is, beginnes with himfelfe, fearcheth his owne 
heart, rips up and ranfacks his owne conicier.ce, cenfures his 
owne waies, condemnes and crucifies his owne corruptions, 

. and abandons all his knowne linnes; and then hee may with 
a more comfortable calling, Afarth.y.^. with more finceri- 
tieandfucceflecenfureaothers. But hypocrites, and thofe 4 Non generaiiter 

who hate to be reformed,, firft begin with others, are moft P"”'4 ' 4
prying into ether mens carriages, peruhng other mens lives,, , nec p[OI(u>> 
tlnrftily hunting after, perhaps, by the helpe of many d°g-jS1" 
ged fpies,and fawning Spaniels, the falls and faults efpecial- rtm. rcdhu pio- 
lyof Profeftburs; (for there is the kindly triumph :) everfei:i0 ro,is > Ψ* 

campermg and medmig with their motes 5 but have never butljcDC innume. 
any leafure or pleafure to look into their owne rotten hearts, r»> nlioidtlcvif- 

and rebellious courfes. The reafbn of this difference may
j bee this: Every godly man, together ^vich the power of menace condem- 

'1 grace, puts on an holy baflifulnefle, and ingenuous modefty ; "fffj ff 
! that hee would be foulely affiamed, and could not with any 
\face charge others with thofe crimes, which hee ihould allow

inK 5
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in himfelfe. But hypocrites weare maskes, vizors and who. 
rifli foreheads; they will hardly bluih,orbea(hamedatany 
beaftly carriage, efpecially bringing in pleafure or profit· 
much leife for feemmg holy by their Hriftnefle and feveritie 
againft other mens faults,though as full oflewdneile and lull 
themfelves, as the skin will hold. How often may Wee he art 
imperious Pharifts mangle and martire a good mans good 
name, for fome lefler infirmitie; who never learnd to mourne 
for, or mortifie any one of thofe many grofl'e corruptions,and 
fecretvillanies, which reignein themfelves.

3. In refpefit of the manner. Selfe-guilty Pharifeesare 
wont peremptorily to pafle their raih cenfures upon the 
more righteous then themfelves, with much malice, pride,, 
fcornefulnefle, and prophaneinfciltation: butthefeafonable 
cenfures of truely humbled Chriftians, ought ever co bee 
mingled with much mercifulnefle, commiferation, fenfible- 
neffe of their owne infirmities, and love.

4, In refpeft of evidence and truth. Prophane mens cen­
fures of Gods fervants are many times not onely ground- 
lefle, caufelefleandfalfe; but alfo prodigiouily abfurd, and 
utterly impoflible, without any Ihadow or ihew at all of 

30ht17.1e.and8. likelihood. The enemies to Chrifts miniftry confidently cen- 
4S.5Z.S xo. 20. fureci him to have a Devill, in whom notwithftanding the 
Coioir. z p. fulnefle of the God-head dwelt bodily. Tertullta judged Paul

to be a peftilent fellow, when he was the moft precious man 
upon earth. Eliah was accounted a troubler of Ifrae 1; who 
was in truth the very.Chariots and Horfemen of the fame.

'3 '1‘ ‘The PrincesfuggeftedtotheKing, that leremj was a traitor 
to the State; from which he was fo farre, that hee defired his 
head to be turned into waters, and his eyes into fprings of 
teares, that he might weepe day and night for the delega­
tions of it. Proportionable for monftroufnefle of falihood, 

t eft · are many an<^ many cenfures palled upon Profeflbrs at this 
mdimoris,affinl day. Oppofites to the power of godlinefle are fo impudently 
geie mihi mores ptrvirfe, they commonly cut conditions unto others, out 

aiios de Gro of the curfcd corruptions of their owne rotten hearts.
Kftuwtmgeujg. But now on the otherfide} Gods people mult be very c^re-'

full.



comfortable walking with God.

full and tender, what conceits they entmaine, and what cen­
fures they pafle upon others. They are bound by the Lawes 
ofdivine love, to conceive and fpeake thebefl of every one, 
untill his words, ordinary carriage, open prophannefle, and 
fruits of the flefh, clearely convince the contrary · to conftrue 
and interpret all things in the better part, fofarre, as they 
may with good confcience, without prejudice to the truth, 
or impeachment of Gods glory. They ought tobee fofarre 
from greedy apprehenfion of imaginary matter, or violent 
wreftingofmens words, a&ions, and behaviour to the worft 
fenfe; that if matters bee but probable, poyzed with equall 
circumftances, and with even weight of reafons interpretable 
both waies, they are ever to fufier their conceits and cen­
fures to be carried the more charitable way. They' ought to 
be fo farre from cenfuring others without ground, truth and 
proofe; (which is the ordinary prailife of moft men ) that 
they ihould never fpeake the ill they too eertainely know by 
their brethren, but with .fearefulnefle, asitwece, and fome 
kind of enforcement.

j. In refpeft of the end. The ends why Pharifes and 
Good-fellowes, as they call them, entertaine many ground- 
lefie difconceits, and thereupon exercife fuch cenforioufnefle 
againft holy men, are fuch as thefe:

I. To bind up their bleeding foules in the meanetime 
with a palliate cure, as they call it; to procure fome tempo­
rary eafe to their hearts,againft the ceecksand bitings of their 
guiltie confciences. For when consideration in cold bloud 
of their impenitent courfes, and-of their certaine walking 
in the broad way, by reafon of their owne fenfuall liber- 
tie, and much company, doth fling them withremorfe, they 
have recourfe to the ill opinions they have conceived of the 
belt men; and thereupon thinke within themfelves, and take 
occafion co fay unto others; What need we take thefe things 

,fo much to heart, or trouble our thoughts with neceflitie of 
more ftri&ne lie? Are not thofe, who goe for the godlieft, 
and are accounted the prime Profeflours, fuch and fuch men? 
Have not they alfo their infirmities and follies, though

K 4 they 
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they guild them overwith goodly fliewes, and pretence of 
zeale J Hereupon they fomewhat aflwage the fecret flavifli 
(mart of their now and then wounded continences, and walke 
more merrily towards their eternall perdition. Fora fettled 
difconceit of a Chriftian harboured and applauded, is a 
ftrong naile to fallen an unregenerate man to his owne waies, 
and a mightie barre to keepe him out of a gracious ftate. Sen- 
fualifts are fo ftrangely bewitched by Satan, that hee firft 
caufeth them to forge in their owne braines, or take up from 
a fpightful 1 tongue, fome lying tale of a good man, and then 
after makes it his meanes to keepe them with lecuritie and 
contentment in the kingdome of darkenefle, and to Hand in 
everlafling oppoficion to the waies of finceritie,and falvation 
ofcheir ibules.

2. To make by an affefted libertie and fevericie in eenfu- 
ling others, the maskes of cheir owne hypocrifie, lefle mark­
able'. For by their fained triumphs, and imperious infulcati- 
»onsin this kind , efecially upon frefh newes of fome Pro- 
fefloursfcandalousfall, they would have the by-ftanders to 
conceive, that howfoever they bee not fo precife and for­
ward, or make fo great a lhew as others; yet they are fully 
as honeft men as they, and may,perhaps, ftep into heaven be- 
f<5re them.

3. To wreake their fpighcupon the children of Light; 
who are ever eye-fores and heart-fores to all foits of tinners, 
Hee, meaning the righteous man (faith the Authour of the 

 Bookeof Wifedome, though Apochryphall, yet ancient J is- 
grievstes unto w, even to behold :for hit life is not like other mens, 
hit waies are of another fafhion. And it angers them at the ve­
ry heart-root to confider, that whereas, they hope , and hold 
themfelves fufficiently qualified for Heaven; yet the righte­
ous mans forwardnefle, zeale,and living of another falhion,. 
if ingenuoufnefle difpell the mift of prejudice, clearely re- 
monftraces to their owne confciences, and proclaimes aloud 
to all fpiritually underftanding men, that in truth, and upon 
try all,they are in the ftate of wretchednefle, and of the fa­
mily. of Heil. Hereupon it is, that they labour might and 

maine, 

chap 1.15.
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maine, with many difgracefull cenfures, to dimme the glory 
if his goodnefle 5 and, it it were poflible, by publishing their 

owne malicious iurmifes,others llanderous tales, or fpightful- 
ly aggravated frailties, to pull him backe, at leaft, in opinion 
of their favourites, and dependants, to the fame mealure of 
infirmities, and pitch ofimpiecie with chemfelves.

But now the ends, which humble Chriftians propofe unto 
themfelves of juftdiflikes, and feafonable cenfuies of un- 
fanftified men, are briefly fuch as thefe .*

I. To prefeive their thoughts innocent from acceflaiinefle 
to finne, by a fecret inviiiblc allowance of it in ocher men $ 
and their tongues from cowardly filence, when they have a 
calling to difgrace it,

2. Left a Knave goe for an honeft man, and hypocrites 
deceive true-hearted Nathaniels.

3. Left the power of Chriftianitie, wherein Gods glory 
is highly interefled, fufter,and be undervalued. For inftance: 
Thou heareft fometimes a fellow notorioully branded with 
fome infamous finne,yet fo fpoken of by fome dawbers with 
untemperate mortcr, or at leaft by ignorant worldlings, as 
though hisprefent condition were tolerable towards God, 
and hopefull in refpeft of falvation, by reafon of fome other 
good parts, for which they praiie him .‘In this cafe, if the un- 
derftanding Chriftian hold his peace, the by-ftanders may be 
fofarre fcandalized and miftaken; as to conceive and colleft, 
that a man may lie inafweetfinne, and yet live in Gods fa­
vour; that the pleafures of the World, and peace of confo 
ence may confift together, which are as incompatible as Hea­
ven and Hell. And why ihould not that filence bee finnefull, 
which fuffers an open knowne prophane man, to carry away 
the reputation of one in the right way; (if  time and 
place for afeafonable, wife,and charitable contradi&ion,) as 
yvell as that, which fuffers one which is true of heart, to bee 
charged with hypocrifie ?

there.be

2. Secondly, bee filent from flandering, backbiting, felfe- 
accufing : Heere I will fay nothing of do wne-right forging, 
aad faftninga falfe crime upon an innocent, which is the 

moft;

there.be
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moil peftilent and palpable, and other groiTe kinds of this 
very toule finne : ( tor io itis indeed, howfoeverto acarnall 
eic looking upon it, painted with the colours of common- 
nefle, and ielfe-love, thorow thefalfe glafle of th:fe corrupt 
times, it appeares not fo ougly. Tne very Cafuifts and 
Schoolemen,none ofthe preciieft Divines, I amfure, doe de. 
fervedly vilifie it with a brand of hainoufnefle, farre above 
theft; as they may well, both for a greater breach of love, 
precioufnefle otobjeft, uncomprehenfiblenefle of lofle, dif- 
ficultie ef reftitution, concurrence of many finnes, confe- 
quence of much ill, I fay, I will bee heere filent of the 
groflerfort of (lander, becauic of them, Gods children are 
for the moft part more eafily fenfible, and ordinarily watch­
full ; but let me a little advife and awake thee to further in- 
■fpe&ion ofthe prefect point, left fometimes even in telling 
the truth, thou be intangled in the briars of this bafe fin, and 
juftly incurre thefaultofafalfe accufer, which thou maift 
many waies: (For detrafiion, to fpeake Logically, doth not 
formally coniift in the diminution of thecruth, but in the de­
nigration of a mans good name. ) I. By difeovering fecret 
infirmities, which love, thitcovereth a multitude of finnes, 
would have concealed. It is a bafe ambition, and moft un­
worthy the noble magnanimitieofa Chriftian heart, to hunt 
after, and purchaie an opinion of preccdencie in graces, 
andzeale, by the difgraceof another, perhaps every way , 
fave onely in the cenfurers owne over-weening conceit, bet­
ter and more worthy then himfelfe. When thou heareft a 
man worthily magnified, for eminencie of parts and fpiritu- 
all worth, be it farre from thee, or any that ever tooke finne 
truely to heart, to come in with a But; onely becaufe out of 
a pang, or rather predominancie oFprivie pride, thou woul- 
deft gladly bee noted for a None-fuch , and pafle for the 
matchlefle Profeflour. Let it ever bee the propertie and veine 
of vaine glorious Phariirs , to raife their reputations, and 
fometimes themfelves, but with execrable villauie, upon 
the imaginarie mines of good mens innocencies; and to 
hold every infolent detrailion from other mens luffiei- 

encies. 
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encies, an addition to their owne. 2. By drawing out of 
other mens words, aftions, and behaviours, upon the fuf_ 
picious racke of a bufie wit, aimes, infiiiuacions, and inten­
tions, which the Author never dreamed on ; and by fathering 
upon them fuch inforced finifter fenfes, and wrefted crooked 
conftruftions, which an ingenuous impartiall Expofitour 
could never poflibiy extract. It is the eafieft thing of a thou- 
/and, for a malicious minde, to foile the glory of the bra- 
vert and moft beautifull aftions, with ill and wrong inter­
pretations and fnrmifes of By-end. (For the pride of a mans 
owne difdainefull nature, and the Dwell himfelfe, are ready 
Mid-wives at inch monftrotis conceptions and bartard- 
birchs.J There is fome truth in that hyperbolical! fpeech of 
him, who faid; Let any man prefent mee with the moft excel­
lent and hlmmlefe action, and I will oppofe it with filthy vicious 
and bad intentions, all which Jhall carry a face of likelihood. 
Vpon this very point, Tribunals of luftice, which hold more 
upon policy than piety,efpecially of private fpleene embitter 
their judiciary power againft the party, too often ftrangely 
blind the common peoples eyes, and doe a great deale of 
wrong. A wicked wit, and wide confcience, mounted on 
horfebacke amongft a number of Princes, walking like 
fervants upon the ground (the Epidemicall difeafe of thefe 
worft and moft ulcerous times) upon this advantage, many 
times worke a world of revengefull villanie. Buc howfo- 
ver it bee eafie, and too ordinary, for blacke tongues to 
blaftandftaine by wrefting and wire-drawing the beauty 
ofthe beft aftions with malicious mif-conftruftions; yet-it 
is villanous and bale. To let lawes of divine love alone; e­
ven the light of Reafon led wife men to this refolution,as ap- 
peares by theirn rules of Law; That in donbtfull things, wee 4 Semper in dubi- 
wnft ever pitch upon the more favourable confirtiflion. Wee 15 Bcnigniora 
are to be fo far from a greedy hunting after a ipightfull mif- deliver Rcgh> 
interpretation of mens fpeeches, and violent: wrefting of '■ -n « 
their adtions and carriage to the worft fenfe· that if matters £
be butprobable, poized with equallcircumftances, and with ψϊ» n<»minnj, 
even waight of reafons interpretable both waies, wee are '^^7™

ever
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ever to fuffer our conceits and cenfures to be carried the more 
charitable wav. J. By adding unto the truth , or detra fling 
from it, or intermixing falfe adulterate Glofles, or fome ini' 
pertinent Parcnthcfis ot a mans owne. Chrilts falfe accufers 
weredeepely and damnably faulty this way. And in this 
kind, many, who are their Crafts-mailers, as they lay, in 
malice, will firll of all give good men in their ablencc their 
due and deferved attributions, with many magnificent and 

coium^mujau- plaufible fpeeches; * but afterward at the doze, premifing 
dantesTaiUf-inv?- fome formal I counterfeit proteilation and Phanfaicall Pre-· 

f‘ face, as, I am veryfirry to heare it : I wouldit were ethermfi, 
Some men are come in with a But, fleept in the very gall and vineger,which 
^het’Z'rfihel. moil bitterly,and cuts like the fharpell razour. As thus: 
h rejhrre'emie A man of very good parts, great worth, extraordinary en- 
^rJ^hem* dowments; But fomething proud. Heis one,thatisvery wel 

reformed of late, of much knowledge, and growne marvel- 
loully forward in Religion; But a little covetous. And thus 
they fpeake,notoutofany love unto the party, impartialitie 
of cenfure, or that the imputation is true : but out of a 
cunning tricke, to bring their owne credit to their owne 
doore; a perverfe humour of meafuring another by their 
owne foote; an envious impatiencie of being furpalfed in 
any fufficiencies; or rather then all this, from a bale,an irre­
gular and dunghill defire of having the belt men, efpecially 
every forward Profeflour, branded with one notorious But 
or another. For hypocrites, and enemies to Gods grace, 
would, rather then their lives, have the lives of all Gods peo­
ple ilained with fome grofle finne. Rather then faile, they 
wifi fallen upon him many a lewd llanderthat way, ham­
mered onely upon the forge of falfliood, and by the mid­
wifery of malice in their owne crafty pa es, or broached up­
on an Ale-bench, or fhatcht from the diftempered tongue of 
fome pedling Tell-tale, whence they may fupply themfelves 
with imaginary matter, bothof infolencie, and triumph a- 
gainft forwardnefle and zeale, and alfo nouriih a Pharifaicall 
perfwafion, that howfoever there may bee aprofeffion, and 
ihewes to the contrary, yet others are lo corrupt and 

cenfu-
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cenfurable as themfelves. 4. By relating all the truth, the 
whole truth,a and nothing but the truth: butb either with a a Λ UnM fawfull 

cmilicious and fpitefull heart towards the partie; or in aeon- f' 
femptuous, fcornefull, and infulting manner; or to a leivd fbtr9 though it be 

end^nd upon purpofe to bring into hatred and difeftimation;
or fome way or other, without any warrantable and comfor- bDo^~;>i»^dtr>t 
table calling thereunto. David,

Heere therefore it will be ieafonable, for helpeand dire-X/f^,a"f' 
ftion againft this more plaufible, but alio peftilent kind of 
(tendering, to tell you, that telling theevillthatistrucof a-EpheTi· χ;"”' 
□other, in hisabfence, doth brand you with the guilt and 
ftaine of Back-biters, fave in fuch cafes as thefe.

I. Firft, of profit, andgood totheparty abfent. Forin- 
flance; Thou informeft thy friend of a third man; telling 
him, that hee begins to breake out into bad couries, ill com­
pany , infamous haunts and houfes; and fo procedeft to a 
more particular and pun&uall difeovery of his lewd prankes 
and exorbitant carriage : but all this purpoiely for the bene­
fit of the party. And therefore thou intreateft thy prefent 
friend, that he would interpofe, ingage, and improovethe 
Utmoft of that power and intereft which hee hath in his affe- 
&ions,dependance, or fome neerer relation,for bis reclaiming 
and amendment.

2. Of expedience for him that heareth: when hee is any 
way in danger of injury or infection, from the cunning, or 
corruption of the partie fpoken of. For inftance: Thou dif- 
cerneft and obferveft fome Ilie, fmooth companion, under a 
cloakeof Profe(Tion,and formall colour of conformitie to the 
beftthingSjtoinfinuateinto liking & acceptation with thine 
unfufpefting Chriftian friend : whereupon thou forefeeft, 
that if he goe on without notice and difeoverie, and get once 
within him; a thoufand to one, at length hee will either 
cunningly prey upon him , or curfedly betray him. Now in 
this cafe, thou mayeft lawfully lay out fuch a Counterfeit in 
his colours, and forprevention of the mifehiefe which might 
enfue upon inch a dangerous infinuation, difclofe unto thy 
friend his hoUownefle and halting, and that lewdnefle and 

ftpavery 
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knavery which he guilds over in the meane time,with a vaile 
of feeming, and verniih of hypocrifie; but is wont when 
once he hath attained his end, crafted his villahy, to throw 
away his vizor. For fuch fellowes there are abroad in the 
world,who purpofely mixe and joyne themfelves with Geds 
children, hang upon, and adhere unto true Chriftians, as 
men from whom by reafon ofthe finglenefle of their hearts, 
and charitable unfufpicioufneife, they may either directly 
or by accident fucke out the greateft advantage.

3. Ofneceffitie for him which fpeaketh: That he may be 
preferved from guiltineffe and acceflarinefle to the finne, 
which by filence and faying nothing, he ihould incurre and 
bring upon himfelfe. For infiance : There comes to thy notice 
fome notorious villanies, which eoncealement and impuni­
tie would mightily animate, and eafily tranfport to further 
excefle and outrage; but feafonable advertiiement given to 
authoritie , as to a Magiftrate,Minifter, Tutor, Father,Ma­
iler, Governourof Family, might bee ka meanes to cut the 
knot and heart of fuch curled good-fellowlhip, and flay the 
torrent of that fcandalous infolency: In this cafe, thou haft a 
calling to re veale, informe, and implore fuperiouraffiftance 
for fuppreffion of finne. And therefore thofe of the houfe 
of did well to certifie Paul, ofthe diforders and dif- 
fentions amongft the Corinthians : And 'Taub fifters fonne, 
to acquaint the chiefe Captaine, with that devilliih plot 
of defperate confpiratours againft Paul. Otherwife, both 
thou and they, by cowardly and cruell filence in fuch cafes, 
might in fome fort, jofty incurre the guilt and accoun- 
tablenefle even for ocher mens finnes fo unhappily con- 

. cealed.
4. Fourthly, when a feafonable, warrantable occafion is 

given thereby, ofperforming fome Chriftian duty, as
1. Of inftruftion, and forewarning to others;thus, or 

in chelike manner: Thou haft a friend, whom thou feeft, 
and feareft is entring a licentious cburfe, which at length is 
like to breed his confufion; Whereupon thou telleft him, 
that fuch or luch a man, juft as he begins; from contempt of 

clip 
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the World, prophanation of the Sabbath, difobedience to Pa­
rents, fell fearefully into a defperate knot of lewd compani­
ons, then to Ale-houfe haunting, after,to gaming, at lalt, to 
the gallowes:and therefore thou advifeft him to take heedein 
time: to let fuch wofull precedents of finne and fhatne Hand 
ftill in his ey e,to ft ay him from breaking his necke at the bot- 
tome of the fame ftaires : for if hee continue the reinesbut a 
while longer upon the neckeof his rebellious nature, and 
ftill hold on fo defperately with fuch wild colts, the divels 
Dromedaries to the fame excefl'e of riot, hee ihall find no 
more power in himfelfe to flay, untill from the height of fin, 
he fall into thebottomeof hell, then a man having begun to 
runne downe thefteepeft hill, can Hop before hee comes at 
theboctome. Hethaclayes his foundation with fire-worke, 
muft looke in the end to be blowne up; he tha t premiies pro- 
phannefle and rebellion, ihall be fure to conclude in curfed- 
neile and confufion.

2. Of praifingGod for theruine, and rooting out of fome 
implacable impenitent ’ perfecutor; thus, or in the like man- 
ner ; A remarkable vengeance hath feized upon fuch a ncVctiam V/iwc 
fcornefull caitiffe, who hath beene a perpetuall bloudy Goad tempoic, <jumd0 

inthefidesofthe Saints allhis life long. Vpon which occa- 
fion thou difcovereft unco thy friend many paflages and plots venmi eft iiiud, 

of hiscrueltie and hate againft the Kingdomeef Chriftand
his precious people, and that purpofely to minifter matter chnfto, perrecu- 
alfo unto others, of more heartily magnifying the Glory of
Godsluftice; which at length hath happily ftrooke downe (ixueionem , no^ 

Antitchtu with an incurable, and invifible plague; eaten up pu λ'ί 
Herod with vermine ·, made Pafatr a terrour to his friends; in τρί-κ· J ' 
Zedechiah to runne from chamber to chamber co hide him­
felfe. For you muft know, that the hearts and tongues of 
all good men, and friends to the Gofpel, are wont to bee 
filled with much glorious joy, andheartieftiongs ofpraife, 
at the downefall of every dogged oppolite , when the re­
venging hand of God, nor without fpeciall terror,hath tum­
bled from the top of malice and pride any Antichriftian and 
enraged enemy. So the leaves feafted, after Haman was

banged,.
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hanged. But in fuch cafes looke unto tby heart with extra­
ordinary watchfulnefle and fearch ; That fie be an enemie in- 
deed, I meane, to Chriftianitie; that thou do it not out of 
fpleene, humour, faftion, perfonall enmitie, for the deftrufti- 
on ofthe creature or the like: but Amply and fincerely out of 
zeale to the glory of Godsluftice, profperitie ofthe Gofpei, 
and peace of the Church. Ocherwife, inftead of a Chriftian 
dutie, it will proove to thee a curfed crueltie.

3. Of Prayer, Thus, or in the like manner : Thou art ac­
quainted with the iecret plots of fome plaufible Tyrant a- 
gainft the people of God, whole words perhaps may bee as 
loft as Butter, orOyle, and outward deportment promifeth 
faire; but his thoughts and invifible intendments againft ths 
better fide, competed all ofjbloud and bitternefle, of Gall 
and Gun-powder; wherevpon, as occafion is offered, thou 
unmaskefthis malice amongft thy Chriftian friends, to the 
end that they may communicate,and contribute their prayers 
for the confufion & infatuation of all his devilliih depths and 
devices of hell. Teares, patience, and prayers, wereeverthe 
defenfive weapons of Gods people. Let Powder-plots, Pa- 
rifian Mailacres,invincible Armadoes, llaughtering ofKings, 
and fuch like horrible and helliih combuftions, brand with 
an everlafting ftaine of crueltie and blond, the Popifh reli­
gion and perfecutors of Heavenly Truth .· But let the fonnes 
ofthe Gofpei bee ever content to confront and beate back?, 
the implacable rage of all Gods enemies, and haters of fin- 
ceritie and grace, onely with the cutting edge,and iharpened 
point of ferventprayer. Which weapon they may diicharge 
threewaies: 1. Indefinitely, againftalldefperate enemies 
to God, his Church, and Gofpei, without intimation, fo 
much as by thought, of any particular perfons. So David, 
Pialme 129.5. Let them all bee confounded and turned backe^ 
that hate Zion. D eborah, Judges 5. j I. So let all thine enemies 
ferifl>^ 0 Lord: but let them that love him , bee as the Sunnc 
when hee gocth forth in his might. 2. Conditionally, when 
they perceive fome iniulting Shebnaes, and infolent Hamans 
to perfift and hold on perfecuting the Saints, and oppofing
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the power of Godlineffe; they may entreate the Lord, 
if they belong unto him, to humble them in their places, and 
give them repentance; but if heepurpofe to give them over 
finally to a Reprobate mind , and co rhe impetuous rage of 
tbtirowne cruell difpoficions,tocutthem off,and utterly con­
found them, that they bee no longer a burden to the Church» 
and vexation to his people, j, Abftrabtively; againft their 
extreme oppreiTons, and malicious plots, without any rela­
tion at all cotheir perfons. So David, 2 Sam.l^.ver.^l, 
0 Lord, Ipray thee, turne the connfell of Achicophelinto fooliflr* 
nefe.

Or thus: Thou obferveft fome one to have continued 
long a worthy and noted profeflbur, but now unhappily 
btginnes to fall off from his former forwardueffe, to grow 
flicke and negligent in family duties, cold and cowardly 
in good caufes, heartlefle, and hanging downe the head 
in godly company; todif-regard, and underprize thepow- 
trfull meanes; to entertaine but ordinary affeftions, if not 
fome kinde of HrangeneHe towards other profeflours, efpeci- 
illy of greater eminencie and acceptation for their grace; 
toluffcr immoderate imploymentand intanglement in the 
world, to waite his heavenly mindedneffe; fo that in all 
likelihood God will ihordy give him over unto fome fcan- 
dalous fall,as a punifhmenc of his backe-lliding: whereupon 
thou difeovereft unto thy Chriftian friends his declining 
ft«e,onely that they may joync with thee in prayer, that the 
Lord would bee pleafed to flay him in time, and re- 
cltabljfh him in his firft love; left by his farther falling, the 
creditofthe Gofpel alio receive a bruife and blemiih, pro- 
feion bee ill fpoken of, and the enemies of fmceritie blaf- 
pheme.

4. Of vindicating the power and truth of Religion 
from the miftakings of Ignorants , and Vnder-prizers. 
Tbus,or in che like mannerfThou art in company where thou 
heirell a meere civ ill man, or formall Profeflbur at the beft, 
whom che Church never difeovered, or acknowledged co bee 
inyofHers, and thy felfe canft averre out of thy certain*

L particular
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particular knowledge , that hee never fee himfelfe to feeke 
God with any conference or conftancy; but is utterly un­
acquainted withchemyfterie ofgodlinefle, family-exercifer, 
ianftification of che Sabbaths, contribution to the Saints, ex- 
ercifes of mortification, felfe-deniall: I fay, thou hearefl 
fuch a man condemned for his Religion, forwardness, and 
the feare of God, which commendation, if hee carry away 
without contradiction, the reft of die company may bee ve­
ry greedy to apprehend fuch a prefident, and refolve not 
to pafle his Pitch of profeflion, as unaccompanied with fuch 
paine and precifenefle; and yet approoved by wife and un- 
derftanding men, as hopefull and comfortable. Now in this 
cafe, it may concerne thee, but with as much wifedome, dif­
eretion, and charitie as thou canft poflibly,’ to difroabe fuch 
a fellow of his undeferved attributions, and the reputation of 
that holinefle which he never had; left both the By-ftanders 
bee heartened to come ihort of Heaven, and the power of 
Chriftianitie bee difparaged by an ignorant and hurtfull urn· 
der-valuation.j

3. Thirdly, bee filent from.alLunfavory communication; 
as fwearing, prophane, foolifli, filthy a jefting ; jelling 

buttuismorJcas, out of Scripture, mocking and making Gods people as 
fed ut Deo grid- b Muficke at feafts, merry meetings, and curled conventicles 
α^ί·" Σί·β· Good-fellowlhipand fuch other rotten, ribald and 

Erh,r e“?· 5 · Bedlam talke ; which, becaufe they are the knowne and 
proper language ofthefonnes of BelialjAiedung, froth,and 
damned evaporation of drunken wits; Chriftians, whom 
alone I labour to direft in this point, are not in fuch danger 
of, and therefore I have nothing to doe with them at this 
time.

III. Pray for, andpraftife an holy anddifereet dexteri· 
tie, to divert and draw from prophane and wicked, or too 
much worldly and ordinary talke.,. to more favoury con­
ference, and heavenly difeourfe. Me thinkes, it is great pit­
tie, that Profeflburs ihould ever meete without fome talke 
of their meeting in heaven, or of the blefied meanes and 
wayes that leade thereunto, before they part. Yet many 

times,



times, (fuch adeadnefleand dampeof zeale, and heavenly- 
mindednefle, haunts even the holieft hearts in thefe unhap­
py daies of fecuritie and forme J worldly matters, Talke of 
others, or fome more remarkable accidents and affaires 
abroad, fpeculative curiofities, fome ceremoniall unfeafo- 
nable controverfies, or other fuch like impertinencies in 
one kind or other, take up and ingrofle, even from Gods 
children, too much of many golden feafons, which might 
precioufly ferve, by their mutuall divining with more Chri­
ftian edify ing difeourfe into the great myfterie of godlinefle, 
and walkes of Chriftianitie, to nourilh and increafe a- 
mongft tlum muchfpirituall warmth, comfort, and refolu- 
tien againft all ungodly oppofitions, and to build up one 
anotherim their moft holy Faith, acquaintance with temp­
tations, experimental! knowledge, more comfortable wal­
king with God, &c. To confront this common mifehiefe 
and Mar-conference at Chriftian meetings, come unto them 
prepared , as I advifed before · page 86, 87. But if the 
company bee contrary-minded, and un-inured to the lan­
guage of Canaan, exercife and interpofe all thy wit, cou­
rage , authoritie, and eloquence, to draw them from the 
dunghill of rotten talke : and by a wife plaufible diver- 
fton, and modeftly over-ruling tranfition, carry the cur­
rent of their prefent difeourfe, all thou canft, cowards fome 
Heavenly good, and ipirituall end. I. To which end, ob- 
ferve, and apprehend all opportunities and occurrences, 
which may minifter matter of digrefiion into divine talke; 
and acquaint thy felfe with the Art of abftrafting facred 
inftruftions from the booke of the Creatures and bufinefles 
in hand. It was the praftice of our blefled Saviour: Vpon 
mention of bread, Uli^tth. \6. hee preftupon his Difciples, 
a diftwafion from the Leaven of the Pharifees: when hee ob- 
ferved, fohn 6. a number of people to throng about him 
for more miraculous bread, hee digreffed into a moft hea­
venly difeourfe of the food of life. Vpon occafion of drinke 
being denied him by the Samaritam woman, lohn 4. hee 
forgetting his wcarinefie, hunger and thirft, labours toal- 
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lure her toche wellhead of everlaftinghappinefte. 2. Have 
ever in a readinefle fome common heads, of more ftirring 
and quickening motives to mind heavenly things: as the 
curfed condition of our naturall ftate, the incomparable 
fweetnefte of Chri ftian waies, the vanitie and vexations of all 
earthly things,the uncertainety and mifenes of this fhort life, 
the everlaftingnefie of our fecond ftate in another world, the 
fudden execution of Gods fierce wrath upon fome notori­
ous ones even in this life, tfpecially thofe, which arefreihelt 
inmemory, and late lie ft done; the cerrours of death, the 
dreadfulnefle of chat laft and greacDay drawing on apace,the 
horrors of a damned foule,&c Mention of cheie things,many* 
times will ftrike full cold to the heart of the moftfwag- 
geringand fenfuall Belfha^r^ the moft raging and roaring 
companions, and drive the molt confident and domineering 
worldling into his dumps.Talke then of thefe terrible things, 
may by Gods blefTing prepare and foften fometimes the 
hardeft hearts for fome thoughts of remorfe, and more 
heavenly imprefliens. 3 Buc above all, get into thine 

, owne heart an habit of heavenly-mindednefle by muchex- 
ercife, entercourie,and acquaintance with God, in powring 
out of thy foule ever and anon before him , inrenuing and 
recovering thy peace, and comfortable accefle unto him upon 
every fall and checke of confcience, in often contempla­
tion and foretafte of the inexplicable fweetnefle , glory, 
and eternitie of thofe Manfions above; in diving into the fe- 
crets of his Kingdome by thehelpe of humblenefle and god­
ly feare j upon the melt fweec and foule-fatting daies of 
humiliation, mortifying vifitations of troubled and afflicted 
confidences, often conferences with humbleft and beft ex­
perienced Chriftians, &c. By private imployment of thy 
ibule in folemne refle&ions upon it felfe ; fruitfully recoun­
ting with what varietie of traines it was long detained in the 
ftate of darkenefle; with what delaies and tergiverfations,, 
lets and aflauks it met in its way to light; what bittcr- 
nefle andterrours it pafled through in the pangs of its new- 
histh the tentatioas incident to its infanciein grace, pro- 
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greffeand grouth in feverall graces, and the whole body of 
Chriftianicie; relaples, defections, their difcoverits, recove­
ries, with all the meanes and circumRanccs: In a word, by a 
pun&uall obferving how God deales with it every day. Be, 
I fay, thus bkfledly bufied at home in thine owne heart, and 
thou (halt finde thy felfe much more pregnant and plentiful/ 
in holy talke when thou commeft abroad. W ee are moil apt 
and readieft to pcure out our felves in publike, according 
to our private provifions, and the moft predominant dif- 
courfes of contemplations of the minde. The conferrences 
of tree and unreferved fpirits are ordinarily nothing elfe, but 
the clothing of their ordinarie mentall conceptions , and 
heart-fecrets with familiar formes of fpe- ch. Men for the 
moft part, ipeake moft,and moft willingly of thofe things 
they mind moft. I advife thus in this point, that thou mayeft 
bee habituated and heartned with refoliition and delight, in 
the art and exercife of putting forward good talke · or of di­
verting and drawing towards better in cafe of the eontary. 
Otherwife, thou (halt never bee able to hold out with con- 
ftancie and courage,' to crofie many times the generall mirth 
of the company , to put worldly wifemen out of their ele­
ment of all earthly talke, to draw worldlings, which goes 
moft againft the haire, to heare of heavenly things.

VIII. Surely throughly before hand with the glorious 
Lampe of the Word of Life and Truth; watch over, nar­
rowly with the illightened eye of a tender confcience, and 
ever punftualy manage, aid conduit with the particular 
light of fpirituall prudence, every action thou undertakeft,or ■ 
thatihall at any timepaflethorow thy hand; ofwhatkinde 
foever it bee, whether natural!, recreative, civill, of mercy, 
Religion, &c. (

To which particulars, before I defeend, let mee commend 
unto thee, and premife this Principle concerning adions in 
general!, \

Every truely commendable and comfortable aition,con° 
lifts of anabfolute incegritie of all, concurrents and requi- 
fits. Or thus; That which is good and lawful!, muft be en- 
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SknTiwie ”aCire' meane 'n that fenfe, as our Divines ipeakeof fauCH- 
rication, which if fay ing, fay they, muft be perfeCt and entire, 

‘iMuai'bo though not in refpeft of degrees, yetin refpeCl of parts. E- 
nafimplicitc^mfi very partand power of body ana foule mult have its part of 
omncs bonifies fanchncation, chough no part his full perfection and all de- 

before the diflolution of our earthly tabernacles. Pro- 
deteaus ciufat porcionably in the prefent point, chough fome mixture of 
nutem infirmities and imperfections will cleave unto the face of die 
ex Integra causa faireft aftion (anabfoluteand unliained purity is incompati- 

ble with this unglorified Hate of mortalitie 5) yet notwith- 
vence cf nil dr- Handing,every leverall ingredient mult bee attended, and 

X tempered W1tb Ks owne particular goodnefle andhoneftie, 
»antcfoneo iiy,u and feafonable conformitie to die whole· or elfe the whole 

"jfj aftion howfoever right in other reipeCts, isucterly robd and 
mmihcu^nrct. difrobed of all true fplendour, acceptation and grace. A lic- 

^eaven ft>wres the whole lumpe : one noxious hearbe 
yet nowand then brings death into die pot: The goodlieft deede or dutie is 

quite perverted and impoyioned , by the enormities of any 
Aquii-i.qji.- one particular requilite. Wc fay truely. in the Schooles; The 

conchifion ever -follow es the wor^ part: Semblably in morality, 
ceil ot Trent, lib· the iniquitie, detect, and exorbitancy or any one ingren«eac,, 
o.pag.r?i. denominates the whole aCtion naught.

In every one of thine aCtionsand undertakings, looke e- 
ver/ifthou lookefor comfort, thatevery concurrent bee ju- 
Hifiable, thatevery ingredient bee gracious,and bring his fro* 
batum eJi. For inftance :

1. Itmuft bee good in its owne nature, and warranta­
ble out of the Word 5 by which all things mull be ianftified 
unto thee. 1 Tim. 4.5. as a goodfervant will venture upon 
nothing but what hee knowes will pleafe his Mafter. Other- 
wife, let theperfon be never fo plealing unto God, his inten­
tion never fo good, his heart never fo zfealous, the meanes, 
circumftances and end never fo excellent, yet all is naught. 
"WorHiipping Chrift in a Crucifixe is naught in its owne na­
ture, abominable, idolatrous, condemned in Gods Law, 
Exod 20.4, &c. And therefore , bee it done with never fo 
great devotion and good meaning , yvith nevey fo much 
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popiih dawbing, or goodly pretence whatfoever, it is HiH 
curled and damnable.

2. The objeft, whereabout the aftion is exercifed, 
mull be qualified according to the rules of Religion. Almef- 
deeds, and Doles of charitie, are fweetand acceptable facrifi- 
ces unto God But amongft ocher cautions and confiderations 
to feafon them, the parties that are to bee made partakers 
thereof, are to be Singled out with all godly diferetion, 
I. The true wants of a religious ProfeiTor, ihould inthefirft 
place be the principall and moft mooving object, to draw 
bounty from a truely charitable heart: according to that Ga- 
lat. 5.IO. Ai wee have therefore opportunitie, let us doe good 
unto all men·, efacially unto them who are of the botefhold of 
faith. 2. In the next p'ace, the lame, the blinde,the ficke,the 
aged, the 1 rambling hand, or any chat God hath made poore„ 
3. Any whoioever in a cafe of true neceflitie and extremitie, 
whatfoever the partie hath beene before: for there not the 
man,as it were, but the common ftate of humanitie is relie­
ved. But now, ifforfuchapurpofe, thoumakeftchoifeofa 
fturdy begger, idle* rogue, canting companion, the ihame * 
and plague of this noble Kingdome ; thou doeft not onely Vf**· 
deprive thy felfeof the comfort and honour of a truely cha­
ritable deed 5 but thereby incurreft a great deale of guilt, by 
inepuraging and nouriihing idlenefte, filching, many ftrange 
unknowne villanies, nay even an execrable irreligious Paga- 
nifrne in fuch lewd, lazy drones,unprofitable burdens of the 
earth, and intollcrable caterpillers of the Common-wealth. 
Tor fuch (faith a worthy Divinej as turne begginginto an 
zArt and occupation, they are by order io bee compelled to work? 
for their maintenance, which u the befi andgreatejl almef.

The objeft ot thy fpeciall, intimate^ and deareftlove, muft 
bee the Chriftian, even the pooreft profeflour of Religion, 
not the compleateCarnalift, or moft magnificent Worlds 
ling.

3. Thou muft alfo looke unto the matter, elfe all may 
bee mard. For inftance: The matter of thy bounty and be­
neficence, muft be thine owne goods got lawfully, not for-
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merly hoarded by Vibry and wrong; otherwife it willbut 
prove, in refpeft of divine allowance, but an abomina- 

eElcemoryna bie facrifice a: for many times, that which is highly eflee· 
^quifiu^bomi among ft mtn^ is abomination in the fight of God, Luke
nabilis eft coram I Ο.I J, 
l>eo;&a«ep<Mm 3. The perfon muft bee pleafing; the actor accept· 
fuerit acqufitum. able unto Uod : Otherwile his belt and moft bountirull 
ffus <··™. 4·/«'γ deedes , are at rhe beft but beaucifull abominations: Services 
Dejuftis'labori-mo^ facred in theirowne nature, as Prayer, hearing the 
b«facite deemo- Word, receiving the Sacrament,&c. are from him, and the 
wniprari'eftis"' alcav ^1S unlan&ified heart, but as the offering of fmnes 
ludiccm Chriilu, blond. If thoube nor juftified by faith, and accepted through 
«umpjupVribuT’ thrift, all thy actions, natural!,civill, recreative,religious; 
qmbus toihtis. whatibever is within thee, or without thee, theufe ot the 
mofynjfoccx* creatQlcs > ^7 cotirfes, waies, and paflages, are turned
defanorefie ufu-into finnes and pollutions unto thee, enlarge and aggravate 
^im’scr r,b" th7 woe and damnation: Even thefacrifice and whole way of 
sedmt mi hi rap- the wicked, is an abomination to the Lord, Prov. 15.8,9. 
tor terum alicna-y|ie p[iarj{ge Lake 18. was not a button better for all his 

— Agapemprayers, falling, &c. nay, by accident more accuried; I 
ftcio, inciuiis in meane in refpett of any gracious entertainement with God, 
mine? nudo^c- who was not pleafed with him, in Him, in whom He is 
βίο , peregrin,,s we]l pleafed.
puta^roUereno- 4· The heart muft be fincere, elfe even the nobleft du- 
li, & dedifti. Cui ties of Religion are nothing.b Indat gave his name to Chrift, 

preached; and wrought miracles; and yet all the while was a 
plour· Qucm du- defperatc hypocrite,a very incarnate div ell· becaufe his heart 
Ei'diS was rotten, diencht in the gall of bitternefle, and fnared in 
Dicis eitui dede- the bond of inicjuitie. The Israelites humiliation feekino God, 

Erring early after him·, befpeakinj him- 
alius tibi ex aba withall tearmesotdearenefle and dependance; ottr Rocke, oar 

was all but temporary and unfound, 
hftii«pcnc\o becaufe their heart was not upright, when hee flew them, then 

an<i thr> rett™ed> enured early after 
Si rorum, quod Ged And they remembred, that God was their Rock?: and the 
alteri abftuhiTes,
egcnt.bus dcdiflcs, nec talia «peaiiligitDcui. Libn·^, H,m· 7. Bonus uiiis no> joftificat iniuftd 
qusfirg. Λίαι, 19.7,8.
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high God,their Redeemer. Never the leftir, t hey did but flatter him 
tri th their mouth,: and they lied unto him with their tongues. For 
their heart waenotright with him, Pfal.78.34,35,36,37.

5. The meanes muft bee good,” Otherwise, bee the end 
never fo excellent; let there bee never fo exaci: andabfolutc 
concurrence cf all ocher caufes; yee the glory and comfort 
ofthe action is quite darkened, and defperately empoyfoned 
to the man, that willingly, and againft the cry of an illight- 
ned confcience, imployes and puts his hand to any wicked 
meanes for the atchicvement. Suppofe that by a lie, thou 
couldeft fave a mans life, his ’ foule, the foules of all the men a Ad icnipiterni 
upon earth; nay, winne thereby unto God as much glory,as 
accrewes unto him by all creatures; yet for all this, on thy jante mendacio. 
part all were b naught. For it is a facred Principle, fealed un- “**·*1 . r 1 r ... η ) ·η ; ; 1 ·, i an Cattfcnr ca. if.co by truth it lelfe; We muje do no ill, that good may come thereby, * sed α qus con- 
Rom. 2. 8. ‘ peccata,

6, The circumftances muft bee feafonable. For inftance : Xint^nuno* 
Perfoiiall and private prayer, is a right precious facrifice *1"·^ bono fine, 
and fer vice: but let it bee feafonable for the circumflance 
ofplace, orelfeitmay loofe its fweet-fmelling favour in the da fnnt. centra 
noflrils of God, and bee tainted with * Pharifaifme. The 
clofet, or fome retired place, is fit for this exercife, which the * Cum ubique 
more fecret, the more lincere ; not the c Synatrooues, 
corners of the Jtreets, which was the Pharifees vaine-glorious liberum habere 
wont who fought more for dpraife of men, then pleafing
of God. Meditationupondivine myfteries, and quickning prrcipuc. chyr- 
fpirituall points, is an excellent, and acceptable exercife, fo it **?·* 
keepe its owne turne, and be confinde to a fit time : but in the c MMth.i.y. 
heate ofthe Preachers powringout his foule for us in prayer 
atthethrone of Grace, it is iinfull, becaufe unfcafonable. 
Calling to mind ferioufly fome fpeciali paflages formerly 
heard, or read, to prefle them with more life and power 
uponthe confcience, it is a right needfull, and religious du= 
tie: but fo to doe at a Sermon, in fmging a Pfalme, or when 
wee ought to bend all the powers of our foules, and beft 
attention to the prefent, is but one of Satans trickes in the 
glory of an Angel, to make us guilty of the contempt, anti

rob
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rob us of the comfort of the ordinance in hand.
7. The end alfo muft bee anfwerable in goodneffe; and 

by its excellencie and atrra&ivenefleftnfpire amiablenefle and 
allurement into all the means leading thereunto, though they 
ihould bee in their owne nature painefull and unpleabng. Is 

„ _ all thy enterprizes and undertakings, thou muft hav e in thine
eye principally, that univerfallaime of all our actions, Gods 
glory ; otherwise, let the whole affaire bee carried never β 
fairely in the eies of men; bee clothed with never fo goodly 
aihew, and glorious outiide; yet in refpeit of acceptation 
with God, or true comfort to the party , it is no better then 

i King» j. the cutting of a Dodges necke. lehudii right noble and 
worthy iervice, by his refolute rooting out, and couragious 
cutting offthat bloudy and idolatrous Houfe of Ahab; and 
fweet in the noftrils of G O D, was that great facrifice of 
Baals Priefts: hee marched furiouily in this holy bufinefle, 
and was very zealous to execute Gods charge in that regard 
cxaftly. And yet for all this,all thefe outward glorious yifible 
conformities to Gods commandement were to him, but At 
the killing of a man·, becaufe his eye was not upon the right 
end, Gods glory. He principally aimed at the iecure fettling 
of the Crowne upon his owne head, by an utter extinguiih- 
ment of the Kings family. Had his aime.beene right, his 
heart had beene as well let againft the golden Calves in Dan' 

'•and Bethel,as his hand and f»vord againft the idolatrous houfe 
otBaali but it was not fo, 2 King. 10. ap.

Now I come to fome particulars; and
I. Firft, concerning recreations, which howfoever, they 

ought to be very moderate and {paring; and in that refpeft, 
me thinkes, I ihould rather fpare my labour , and not fpend 
many words: yet becaufe they are notcjiely infatiably pur- 
fued and plunged into by men of this world; but alfo too 
much looked after, and lyenin, even by fome who looke to­
wards Religion, I ihall be fomewhat the longer; andadvife, 
that they be not

I. Coftly. Tocurbeand confine thine affections to a fea= 
fbnable and fanftified moderation herein, confider, J. how 

the 
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the backes and bowels Of many a poore members of lefus aQuid H volumu» 
Chrift, and diftrefled Sairtcs call, nay, cry even with teares of pccuniam nofai 

blond for reliefe and companion from thine abundant and Domi^ 
ovetHowing abilities. 2. Chat thou muft bee called upon, .-cruinooii.arum? 

and accountable with feveritie, and exa&nefle ac that hit ^rii‘np‘u”fu>, 
and dreadfull Tribuuail for every farthing ; how thou gotft jidq aofcrimus a- 

ittandwich what warrant thou keptftit; upon whac thou ι·5”»·Η«,·ι,ι’ί|- 
Jpentlfit. 3. The judgement of Aiiflin, that great and re- opnrrutt intchr- 

nowned Father of the Church, who, as Divides report (tor I $rr<!
muftconfefle, I take it at other0 mens word, not knowingqu.rqncre'uuuc- 
wheie it is in his workes; but it is a faying worthy io excJ-"cutatur A,t"'s 
lent a man ) would have all things gotten Ay flay, take» from the jjclm >1-
wiHWjand never reflored to the loafer, bat given to the poore ;·'* Jcdhlcpccuai- 

tbatboth the winner might want, what fo greedily heegapedfor; undeTmiliam^- 

<&d the loafer not recover, what fo foolifly hee parted with. iant, undepaupe- 

4. The refolutionofthacgrave and profound Divine of thefe ’
latter times : Butfome fay, i'aithche, they can take no pleafure ,n «rum, & 
in play, except they play far money But wc are to know of r' em· "f\
how they would lave the money bi flowed? P trhapr th y will fay, M^rca iickf 
Vpon acomm^n Feafl. Anaw'-y not rather upon the poore ? Bitt* yf fr^iice 
ifay, it m much better, and morefafe, that no money bee laid to de pcamia^? Ero- 

theflake : for although it may bee, that thou art not toucht with E,in Jlim c,re dl~ 
greedinefeofwinning._yet heewith whom thou playefl, may bee ut "q” r /«d/du 

tainted that way Lctectafons of ill bee taken away, which are too a,,’C:-1tlir Λιηοο; 

many at all turner.' -- leurnuli
II. Cruel!. Bathe not thy recreations in bloud: Refrefti Ρ4«“·Id freicr.- 

not thy tyred mind with fpe&acles of crueltie : Conllder,
1. How God himfelfe one of tendernefle and pidie, would miniurn ^"Ά'· 
not have his people feed upon the Hefti of Beafts with the
ibloudjeft thereby they Ihould bee fleftlt to crueltie, and in»^« <w-

B'/bo? Babington
the fame 'Ure of Auhin fo, the fame pcech, titan rhe eighth Cemmaudemci.t cAc non- 

nulli dtciint, ic non oblcdan ludo , nifi pro pccunia, ludant. Verum cam pecumam , rojandi 
funt, in quem ufum vclint u>fumi. Forte dicent, in convivium- Cur non poriiis in paupercs ? 
Ego ναό ditti, Multo mcliu$, & tutius cito, Ue interpwnamr.pccuuia ; Et5 enim fieri pordt 
ut ra cupiditace non rangarU. alter tamen cum quo lujia, FortaiFerangitur- Mart, tcea reeiMta. d Ego 
hi. u-unque putarimincludi j meant membrum exanimanteadhuc viva palpicans, aut etiam languid 
adhuc pilprtans edaatr, nam diim alioqui fanguinis jugulatoammanti.quijana reFrixerit, hie prohibitum 
non putinm, nifi ex coidcquenti. Mere, in V. 4. tap- Gen. That many jeeUe did ufcratr life-blend in 
tha fatal MerceruJt/nn^r, Stories and P eetl plentijuUj teflfe S‘ thatfeme ^ecd Dhiner eenceiveothat 
ihncvrsn allufoato fuch a {ttfafc, Gcncf.94· Sec Sarcil-in

ure^
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uredto behold ruefull objects without honour. And doeft 
thou chinke then, hee will allow thee to feedethine eyeand 
fancie, with their bloudy torturing and tearing one another 
inpieces J 2. With what brutifh favagenefle thoudej.ftcft 
and debafeft humanitie, below the immanitie of beafts. No 
beaft,they fay, takes contentment in the hurting of anyo- 
ther, except in the cafe of hunger or anger, They iatisfic 
their appetites and rage fometimes with crueltie and bloud; 
but their eyes and fancies never. 3. That men bloudily min· 
ded toward harmelefle beafts, difcover our naturalll pro- 
penfion to crueltie, which is further manifefted. I· by the 
multitudes many times, thirfting & thrufting after the curio- 
fity of wofull fpe&acleSjand their impatieney to tarry the be· 
holding of the lamentable executions of guilty perfons.
2. And in that they take no delight to fee wilde beafts play, 
and iportingly to make much one of another; but are well 
pleaied to tie them bloudily encounter, mangle and entcr- 
teare each other. Thele feeds then, or rather weeds ofcruel- 
tie, originally planted in their hearts by the curfe of Nature, 
are too ranke and luxuriant of themfelves; they netdeno 
manuring with barbarous inhumanities, and fports of bloud, 
3, That Rule which Divines give about recreation, wee muft 
aotmake Gods Judgements and pumQiments of finne, either 
upon man or beaft, the matter and object of them. Now,belt 
Divines hold, that enmitie amongft themfelves, was a fruit 
of our rebellion againft God, and more generail judgement 
infti&ed upon the creature after the fall. Which miferie com· 
mingupon them by our meanes, Ihould rather breake our 
heartsand make them bleede, then minifter matter of glory­
ing in our ihame,and vexing thofe Very vexations, which our 
impiety hath put upon them. Alas,finfull man, what an heart 
haft thou, that canft cake delight in the cruel! tormenting of 
a dumbe creature 1 Is it not too much for thee to behold with 
drie pies that fearefull brand, which only thy finne hathim· 
preft upon it; but thou muft barbaroufly alfo prefle its op- 
preflions, and make thy felfe merry with the bleeding mife- 
ries ®f that poore harmelefle tiling, which in its kind is

much
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much more and farre better ferviceable to the Creator then 
thy felfe? Yeti deny not, but that there may bee another 
liwfull ufe of this Antipathy, for the deftroyjng of hurtfull, 
and enjoying of uiefullcreatures; fo that it be without any 
ciint, or afperfion of crueltie on our parts, or needleife tor­
menting ot the filly brails.

a. Irigroflers of time. Thoufands there are, who plunge 
themfelves over head and eares in courfes of pleafure; which 
they call recreations, wherein they very: unworthily and wo- 
fully wafte the fat and marrow, as it were, of deare and pre­
cious time, the flower of their age , the ftrengch of their 
bodies; emafculate and melt the vigour of their fpirits, into 
effeminatenefle, fenfuahtie, and lull: drowns the faire and 
goodly hopes of their education, the honour of'their Fami­
lies, the expe&ation of the Countrey, the improvement 
of their parts, in froth and folly: As though they were placed 
upon the earth, as Leviathan in the Sea, onely to take their 
fport and paftime ’therein. Lovers they are of pleafures, P'"^j 
Mirth-mongers, men of this world, fworneyaffalscocarTh^ic^jtim^ddu- 
nall loofenefle and riotous excefle. They bave oheir fooles uc
Paradife heere, and therefore in the equitie of a jail and ho- ventremiGum- 
ly proportion, muft with the rich man looke for their pay- &

/ment and torment hereafter. But Gods children' muft make 
'confcience ot roediing at any time with'recreations, with- vermibm h^io- 
outtrue caufe and a juft calling thereunto, and hold them.of , Jir,'

’ the fame account and confequence with fleepe and other aun· chryh Scr. 
-«temperate refrefhings, which ferve onely to quicken the t 4 ’Λ LKX*m 

mind, revive the body , enlarge the breath, chap: we may 
returne with more lightfomenefie and alacritie to our worke 
and Callings. The feafonthenof comfortable recourie un­
to thefe. repaires and reftoratives is, when wee have truely 
wearied our bodies with fome honeft imployment, or ti­
red our minds in worthy and noble exercifes, or both. And 
as we muft not prefle upon them at our pleafure, and prevent 
true neede, out of an hankering humour after-fportfull vani­
ties, old haunts, good fellow meetings, conformitie to the 
times, or fome fuch fenfuall and inordinate attractive: fo in

the
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the entertainementofthem, wee muft receive them, as men 
doe honey, with thetip of the finger, not with a full hand. 
By no meanes ought we to engage, and as it were, to engulfe 
our affeihons into their excefles and immoderation; not 
fuffer them fo to infinuate, as to fteale away our hearts unto a 
pleafing infenfible thraldome; fo creating neceflities of re. 
creations, which is an extreme miierie, and intolerable Ha­
ver y : wherein nocwitliftanding many truly unworthy and 
unnoble Gallants miferably languiih, and come co nothing 5 
proove onely unprofitable burthens of the earth; and in 
ftead of· a bleiling, the very bane of the Countrey that bred 
them.

let fuch confiderations asthefe ferve asfo many curbes,1 
to reftraine us from an unfeafohable intrufion upon them.’and 
fo many keene fpurres to poaft us out of them, before we be 
limed and intangled by them;

11 Time is fliort. Our life is buca{pan long, a bubble, a 
aunw. thought, a fmoake, aihadow, adreame, the verydreameof 

aihadow; or if you can name any thing more fading and 
fraile: and yet upon this moment depends eternitie. As we 
behave our felves heere upon earth, either in conformitie to 
the waies'of God, walking with him, felfe-deniall,i3cc. or 
infafliionablenefle to the world, ferving the times, and our 
owne turnes,&c. fo ihall wee fare everlaftingly in another 
life: And either become moft glorious and happy creatures, 
crowned with an exquifite confluence and quinteffence, as it 
Were, of fweeteftunmixed eternallpleafures; a very ihadow 
whereof, not the largeft naturall hearts of deepeft underftand- 
dingmen, from the Creation, to the laft day, were they all 
united into one exafteft height and excellency of conceit, 
could pofiibly comprehend; nay, in this one circumftance(ac 
the leaft, the Saints ihall furpafle even Angelicall felicitie ; 
they ihall behold, with incredible joy, their ownenature, in 
that, refpeft honoured and advanced above the brighteft 
Cherub, fliining for ever with infinite beautie and glorified 
fplendour, in Che iacred Perfonofthe SonneofGod: orelfe 
fall irrecoverably into che mouth of inexplicable and reme- 

dileife 
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dileffe honour, and fo become the forlorne and wofull Ob- 
jefts, upon which ihall be exerciied and executed the un­
quenchable wrath of God, and fierceft torments in hell, with 
cxtremitieandeverlaftingnefle; nay, and in this point, more 
unhappy than the very Devils : for fince their Apoftacy,there 
was no meanes or pofTibi li t i e uouchfafed unto them of reco­
very, and returne to thofe everlafting Manfions of glory: 
Bucthefonnes and daughters of Adam, fince their fall, have 
had die very Sonne of God himfelfe, with the deare and 
unvaluable cry of his owne hearts bloud , to mediate unto, 
and follicitethe Father of all companions and mercy, for 
jeilitution into favour and plantation into the Angels roome. 
And therefore as this thought, Oh what unhappy and accur- 
fed creatures were we, who being crowned with the match- 
Me tranfcendencie of all felicities and glory, would not 
bold our ftation and have fhined ftill 1 I lay, as this thought 
willpeedlefty haunt the damned angels with unconceiveablc 
biting andanguilh; fo, not onely an anfwerable ielfe-fret- 
ting torture from this conceit; Alas, that wee kept not Para- . 
dife 1 will rent and teare the woefull heart of the wicked in 
hell; but alfo a further fling of that never dying Worme, 
not incident to the Apoftate angels, will,extremely enrage 
them with reftlefle gnawings of confcience and gnalhing of 
teeth, when out of the horrour of their hideous woefull 
yellings, they ihall cry out againft themfelves What wret­
ches ? What beafts J What madded Devils were wee I. Who 
when the glorious Bloud of Chrift lefuswas io. mercifully 
tendred untousintheMiniftery of the Word, all,our life 
long, wee turned our backes againft fuch blefled and bleeding 
imbracements ; and cruelly cut the throates of our owne 
poore foules, by impenitent continuance in finne iibloofing 
for a few bitter-fweete pleafures in this vale of teares, for, an 
inch of time, fulnefle of joy at Gods right hand, through all 
eternitie.

i. Timeisprecious. If all this great maflie body of the 
whole earth, whereupon we tread, were turned into a lumpe 
cf gold, it were not able to purchafe one minute of time.

·' " ‘ ' And
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And were there no other circumftance to fet an impreilion 
of high valuation upon it, yet this very one doth much en- 
nobleit; That all thefe faire and fhining bodies above our 
heads, and principally the Prince of all the lights of heaven, 
that glorious and mighty Giant, the prime and cro wne of all 
corporall creatures, doe tire and wafte, as it were, their cele- 
ftiall vigours, with the incredible fwittnefle of endlefle re­
volutions , to beget and give us time; I fay, us, who for the 
finne of every moment in it, deferve eternitie of pumfli- 
ment. But that our hearts may bee more fenlibly wrought 
upon, and more effectually affeCted with the dearenes &prc- 
cioufnefle of it; let us fuppofe that the Lord, by divine and 
extraordinary difpenfation, ihould give leave to a damned 
foule to come into this life againe, and would vouchfafehim 
but one houre'of a new trial!, as it were, and a fecond time 
of gracious vifitation: Oh how highly would he prize, how 
eagerly would he apprehend, with what infinite watchful- 
nefle, endeavour, and diligence, would hee improve that 
little ihort golden feafon ? And if therein hee might have but 
the happinefle to heare a Sermon : Oh with what affeftio- 
nate inflamed attention would heeliften unto the Word of 
Life ! how would his heart breake and bleed within him, 
and fall afunder in his breft, like drops of water, to heare 
Gods juft wrath and holy indignation thundred out and 
threatned againft finne ! With what infatiable grafping and 
deare imbracement would hee labour to lay hold upon Chrift 
lefiu and his gracious promises 3 In a word, he would thinke 
that in demonftration of thankefullnefle for Gods favour, 
might hee bee fo happy as to have it, the fpending of every 
moment of all that great body of time, which lies betweene 
the Creation and the worlds end, if hee might live fo long,in 
as holy, pure, ftriCt, precife, heavenly manner, as ever did 
the naoft mortified Martyr upon earth, were farre to little, 
Shall wee then triflingly pafle and play away the time that is 
fo precious ? And in my foppofition, the damned foule Ihould 
bee iure of an houre: But none of us can poflibly pur- 
«haie lecufitie for one very moment, after I have" ipoken 
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this word. The time prefent is our onely time; wee have no 
more power and command over the time to come, then Over 
die time pail. Even the next minute thou mayeft bee cut off 
by the flroke of death from all further time of repentance, 
acceptation, and grace for ever. Nay, yet further, wereit 
pcffible that any uncomfortable paflion were incident to a 
glorified Saint in heaven, hee would be forry and tranfported 
with extreme anger and indignation againft himfelfe; That 
hee was not a more greedy ingrofler, as it were, and im- 
prooverof time, for doing excellently upon earth; and that 
every houre after his converfion was not crowned with fome 
rarer and more remarkable exploit; with fome more fpeci­
all and noble fervice, for the glorifying of that moft boun­
tiful!, and ever-blefled God, who hath now honoured him 
with fuch unlpeakeable glory, and that Crowne of joyes, fo 
infinitely tranfeendent to the utmoft expeftation of the moft 
enlarged heart. Howfoever therefore men of this world, for 
the moft part, except they be continually exerciied in variety 
ofpleafing imployments,and ftill entertained with freih fuc- 
cdTions of new pleafures, are fore troubled with time, and 
tedioully perplext how to pafle it ; which is the reafon that 
they devife fo many paftimes , with much folicitous 
andfenfuall fore-caft, plot andprojeft co themfelves afore= 
hand, many and many a merry meeting, idle vifitations,fea° 
flings, mutual!entertainements ofmeere complement and 
vanitie, joviallrevellings, as they call them, &c. that they 
cliaine together, as it were, by the Art of Epicurifme and 
with linkes of libertie continued occafionsof eompany kee­
ping, and good-fellow meetings, from the one end of the 
weeketo the other: (For folitarinefle and felfe-converfing,is 
a very torturing racke, and the tide-time of melancholy, to 
die waking confciences of gracelefle and guiltie men.^ 
Though, I fay, this be the cuftome and carriage of Satans 
Revellers; yet all Chriftians ought to have time in deare and 
high efteeme, in every moment whereof ihould they lay 
downe ten thoufand lives for His fake that pardons their 
finnes; and alfo doe him all the glorious fervice of all, both

M the 
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cheMilitant and Triumphant Saints, it were infinitely too 
little for Ins k>ve Wherefore no marvel 1 though well advi- 
ied and watchtull, they feele themfelves rather pincht with 
want, then pre(t with p»cntie of her golden offers and oppor­
tunities to doe good, and bee ever addrelt to entertains and 
welcome every houre with fpeciall attendance, as a gracious 
Indulgence ot his patient love, and long-iuffsring,and fuffe- 
ling them to doe him yet more honour, f for which caufe 
alone they long to live J before they goedowne into the pic 
and be feeneno more. A nd they fhould be fo farre from being 
afraid of folitanntffe, as to hold their time alone, the onely* 
time for fweeteft contemplations, heavenly commerce, nee- 
rer converfing and communion with God.

3. We that are earthly Angels by the nobleneffe of Crea­
tion, chough by voluntary degeneration incarnate divcls, 
were put into,and planted within the compafle and comforts 
of this great and curious Frame round abouc us, the goodly 
Workewanihip of Gods owne Almightie hand,wherein wee 
have the Sunne to ferve us; and we of chis Kingdome by 
matchlefleand incomparable favour, the heavenly and hea­
ling beamesofthe Sunne of Righteoufneeffe, to fhine upon 
us through his glorious Gofpel; I fay, we were placed in this 
world, not to ferve our owneturnes, to pleafe our owne 

 follow our owne wayes, to eate, drinke, and fleepe; 
to temporize, revell, or roote in the earth; to play the Epi­
cures , Libertines, Machavilliansto ciimbe into high 
roomes, by all meanes lawfull and unlawfull; by bribery,fi- 
monie, flattery, bafe inhnuations, following the times; or 
fome fouler meanes·, and thereto domineere and tyrannize; 
In a word, to ferve the divell for a few and evill dayes,to die, 
andfo co bee damned. No,no, a nobler caske and more excel? 
lent end is appointed and apportioned for the Prince and 
principalleft of all earthly creatures Our being upon earth 
this little inch of time, is for bufinefli of another nature, and 
for afarre more important affaire, anddeareft confequence; 
even with liumbleneffe and truth to know and obey our 
God, to ferve our brethren in love, and to fave our owne 
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ooorefoulesin the Day of Chrifi. This is that One nec.farie 
'tty. in refpectof which, all other things, though othcrwiie 
honcft and excellent, are but refpe&ively neceflarie and fo 
farre as they further , and are warrantably and comfortably 
fubcrdinateand contributarie to this end: Nay, to this the 
exquifite Quinteflence and concurrence of all other, the 
deareft and moll defireable things underthe Sunne, are to bee 
accounted but drofte and dung. And yet for all this, many of 
us, while wee yet abode in the darkened and damnation of 
our natural! Rate, fpent many yeaies,fome twenty,fome thir- 
tie, fomeperhaps fortie, wholly uponhell, in bafe and un- 
blsRed courfes, quite croile to the end of our Creation. All 
that time (a miiery to be lamented even with teares of bloud) 
was utterly caft away upon the kingdome of darkeneRe, 
fcarefuliy loll upon our owne lufts, finfull faihions,andpride 
of life i llavifhly and wofully warted in the devils icrvice. 
Nay, all chat while, abominable and beaftly wretches that 
wee were, wee fet our felves with fenfuali rage, again!! the 
very faceof heaven , lay in adiuall highTreafon, and bore 
Armes in open Rebellion againft that dreadfull Majeftie 
which might moft juftly every moment of that wofull time 

'havearreftcd us with death, arraigned us at the Barre of his 
lullice,and throwne us downe into hell.What manner of per- 
fons then I pray you ought wee to bee, in the fhorc remainder 
ofchofe few and evill dayes which are behind? Eventoim- 
ploy and improove the utmoft polfibilitie of all our natu- 
rall acquired and gracious parts, our credit, calling, outward 
Rate, all our power,meanes,occafions,aduantages, to win and 
woikeout glory unto God, enlargement of Cbrifts King- 
dome, confuhon to the devils dominion, converfion of o- 
tilers, comfort unto our owne poore foules againft our en­
ding houre. A fellow that hath loytered a great pare of the 
day in his journey, or bufinefTe, and yet muft needs reach 
home and hnifh his taske, will toile and Iweat at it towards 
night, double his paines, and put all his ftrengthunto it: fo 
we having not onely beene flacke in our bufinefle about Gods 
fervice, and flow in the way to heaven, but even for many

M 2 yeares.
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yeares, perhaps, runne in a quite contrary courfe, and done 
the divels worke, muft now towards the night of our natu- 
rall life, and the conclufion of the ihorc fpan thereof, (pare no 
paines, double our diligence, prefle hard to the Price of the 
high calling, quit ottrfelvcs Hke men, and bee flrow, with an ho­
ly violence lay hold upon the Kingdome of heaven, withall 
zeale, courage, and refolution, labour to redeeme the time 
paft, for the daies are evill; and our particular doome fore- 
ternitieof joyes, or woes; pleafures or paines, drawes on a­
pace, and is even atthedoore.

And as confideration of former timecurfedly mif-ipent; fo 
a fore-conceit alfo of dreadfull times to come, may juftly 
caufe us to make much of, and husband well every moment 
we have prefently in our hands; for treafuring up an hea­
venly hoard of grace, comfort, patience, and courage, a- 
gainft the evill day. Though the times, as yet, bee faireand 
calme, happy and Halcyonian·, and the Candle of God ihiries 
Rill upon this Kingdome, with extraordinary profperitie and 
peace; there is no carrying into captivitie, or crying m our 
ftreets , but every man is quietly repofed under his owne 
Vine; and there refrefheth himfelfe with the riches and 
comforts of a good and plealant land; yet as fure as the 
night followes the day, a change will come. If the glorious 
and Triumphant times of the daughter of lertifalem , that 
men called, The perfection of beauty, The joy ofthe whole earth, 

«•aa-5. The glory of all lands, were turned into a day of trouble and of
treading downe, and of perplexitie, by the Lord Cjod of hofts} 
in the valley ofvifor., breaking downe the walles, and crying te 
to the mosentaines : wHat may we ofthe Land looke for, if we 
ftill turne the grace of God into wantonnefle; but at length 
to bee turned out of our houfes of peace , as the unthankeful- 
leftand vnworthieft people that ever the Sunne of Heaven 
faw, or tbe Sunne of Chrills glorious Gofpel did ihine up- 
611 fo faire and fo long ? Buc howfoever the Kingdome fare, 
and God deale with us in publike: (Onely let me tell you by 
the way, that in the meane time weeftand by a miracle of 
Gods mercy and a prop of his extraordinary patience) yet 

every 
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ever'/ one of our particular day and doome cannot bee farre 
off. As yet,perhaps, the Almightie is with us, his providence 
process our habitations, no remarkable affliction hath taken 
hold upon us ; fo that there is no mourning, or fpe&acles of 
miferies in our families; no crying, o my Father Abraham, 
And 0 my forme Ifaac; 0 my forme zMbfalom, my fame , my 
finne zAbfitlom} 0 Abfidom, my fonne ,my fonne I And thefe 
houfcs offlefh,ic may bee, wherein wee dwell for a few and 
evill daies, are as yet in reafonable good repaire; and it is 
every way with us, as it was with lob in the daies of his 
youth, when he wafhed his fteps with butter, and the rockee 
powred him out rivers of oyle; yet wee may build upon it, 
as a Principle which never failed finfullmortalitie, chat daies 
ofdanger and diftrefle will have their turne and time alfo. 
Sorrow andficknefle, perplexitie and feare, temptation, de­
tection, trouble of conference, thedeftroying Sword, afierie 
trial!, driving unto bloud ; Marian times of mod abhorred 
memory, or fome dreadfull vification in one kind.or ocher, 
may feize upon us, we know not how foone. Buohowfoever 
we efcape in the meane time, fure I am, thefe fraile bodies of 
ours, after a fhort while, wilt fall infunder, and mouldera- 
away into rottennefle and duft; and our naked foules mud 
Ihndat the juft Tribunal, of the ever living God, countable 
with exaCtneile and truth, for all things done in thejbodie. 
Farre bee it from us then, and everyone, that at the lad and 
great Day would not cry to this Rocke and that Mountains 
to cover him, like fonnes and daughters of confufion, to 
trifleaway time in this heate of our fpirituall h^rveft; but 
rather with doubled and extr^ordinarie refblution, let us 
gird up the 1 nines of our Mindes, and with all faithfulnefle 
and power, improove every houre ofthis faire Day of our 
gracious vifitation; totreafureuppeace co our poore foules 
againft the dormie winter night of death, coward? .which e- 
very winde drives us, and both fleeping and waking wee are 
polling apace, though we perceive it not.

4. Wee muft bee countable for time. At the dreadfull 
Barre of that laft Tribunal!, as wee muft be exactly anfwer-
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able even for wandring vaine imaginations, idle words, and 
every the very leaft errour of our whole life; nay, for not 
improoving all our gifts, goods, and graces, to the belt ad­
vantage for Gods glory; for mif-imploy ment of our wic,un- 
derftanding, memory, affections, health, llrength, courage, 
learning, libertie, authorise, policie, or any other power or 
poflibilitie which God hath put into our hands: fo muft wee 
alfo give upaftrift account for the expence of every mo­
ment of time. Now tell mee at chat great and general! 
Audit, whether of thefe two fumswill found more fweet- 
ly inoureares? hem, fo many daies in Recreation, orfo 
many daies in Humiliation; fo many houres in Prayer, or fo 
many houres in playing at Cards :fo many weekes in loviall 
revellings and merry meetings, or fo many weekes in watch­
ing over our waies, and walking with God, &c. A ferious 
fore-conceiooftheunconceiveable comfort of the one; and 
how cold the other will ftrike unto our hearts, might make 
us eafily grow into blefled Bradfords care aud practice this, 
way, of whom it is reported, That hee counted that houre 
not wellfpent, wherein hee did not fome good: either with 
his pen, ftudy, or in exhorting others, &c, and not to ruih. 
upon recreations-unfeafonably, without neceflkicand war- 
rantablecaUing.

5. The holieft hearts of the moft worthy Saints are wo- 
fully haunted with too many diftra&ions and violent intru- 
fion of idle, vaine, and impertinent thoughts, even in holy 
duties-, religious exercifcs, and ’folemne ufe of the ordi­
nances : which without extraordinary watchfulnefle, and 
wraftling on their parts, would utterly bereave and robbe 
them of all the fweetnefle, power, and profit, of thofe 
blefled meanes, and by little and little, quite transforme 
them into forme and perfunflorineffe. If in the belt then 
and heavenlieft bufinefles, thevanitieof our owne minds, 
and malice of the -Divell prefte upon us with fuch impor­
tunitie and reftlefle aflaults ; with what furious and im­
petuous incurfions and vaftation of confcience are they 
like to ogprefle us in our ilde houres, ill fpent time, and

. purfuic



comfortable 'diking with God.

-purfait ofpleafures ? Confideratiori whereof, mee thinkeg, 
fhould caufa Chriftians, who alone are truely lenfible of the 
interruption and difcontinuance of their fweete communion 
and focietie with Chrift, and fmart many times for ths 
eftrangement of their thoughts and affeftions from God: 
onely co have recourie to recreations in cafe of true neede; 
for neceifitie, I fay, and feaionably,even as they ufe phy ficke, · 
fomay they expeft Gods gracious protection from the hurt­
fall prevailing of thofe fenfual diftempers and licentious ran­
ging of their thoughts, which are wont to enrage and em« 
poyfon the minds and affeCtions of carnail men, all th® 
while: and to make account fo often as they are haled by 
the.cunnjng enfnarement of old companions, the tyrannic of 
former cuftome, unmortified yieldingneile of their owne 
deceitfull hearts, to immoderation and excefle in this kind; 
fo often to expoie their hearts by Gods juft permiflion, as a 
prey to temptation and vanitie. Wherby they may be in con- 
tinuall danger, either by little and little to be drawne backe, 
and drowned againe in the froth and fooleries of their difa- 
vo wed pleafures,which were an horrible thing·,or elfe at leaft, 
to bring upon themfelves, from time to time, as they tranf· 
grefle in this kind, much unneceflary difeomfort and diflet- 
tlednefle in their Chriftian courfe, dif-rellilh in Religious ex- 
ercifesjdeadnefle of heart,difaquaintance with heavenly com­
forts, lofle of that deareft Thing, and earthly Paradiie, peace of 
Confiieuce, which perhaps they (hall hardly with much adoe 
recover a long time after.

6. Sixthly, ccniider Chryfeftomes precifenefls againft ΡηΓβκ tempua 
wafting time this w/.The prefent time, faith he, a not for mil-

cft>tribuhtionu™ 
&lamenrationum. Tuvcro Icvitcr urban is facetiij Jocularjs; ■------ Diabolus dentibus (hidet, ac fro- 
mtt, ignem Tpirar adverfus faluiem tuam j et tu Cedes, facctias dfundens ? ■------ Ludimu$diJei9i?Vis diC 
ccrcsauflorum convcHationcm?Audi Paulum diccntcnuPe?------------------------------& dto non defifi cum
Itcrymu admor.ere tummqtiemyve vefittim. —— Audi etinm quid & corinthiis di cat: Er mulfa trifatart- 

inquit,ir anxietate cordii faifft ^obit fcr mtdtai lachrfow. Etirerum : ego nonit^
firmer ? ^nu cffer.dvttr, & ego con nr or ? Quin audi quid & alibi di cat: & nos t inquit, qui paw;
in hoc'Mcrnacido gcmiynW) er per fingulos dies, ut itadteam, ex hoc mundo migrate cupicnce Apoflo- 
lo,Tundes, et ludts ? Belli terapus eft, pugnt, vigiliarum, enftodix, armarui* et aciei :----Ettu 
qus tripudiaarium (unr, uiurpas ? Non vidcs bdla gerenuum facies, quommodo-lint trifles,conrradar,, 

z fapcrciliis tcrribilcs, et herrorc plcnx ? Videnj acicmecutorum Miftcrum, cor excitaiumj lllicnse»:
^alpicans ? Cie- Chrjfofi.h Ad Efb.Serm.ij,
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ting into mirth·, but for lamentation and mourning, ^nd yet 
doefi thotf vainely mf-fiend it in merry conceits ? The D evill 
gnafjeththe teeth, roarcs, and frames, and fluffs out fire a- 
gainfi thy falvation·, and doefi- theft fit fill and jovially jeft it 
out ? Doe we play andfit or t ourfclves, B elcved? Wilt thou learne 
the converfation of the Saints ? Heare what Paul fayes, Aft. 2 o. 
JI. By the face of three y cares I ceafed not to warne every one 
night and day with tearcs. 2 Cor. 2.4. Out of mtsch affUblion 
and angui/h of heart, I wrote unto you with many tearcs. 2 Cor. 
ΪΙ.29. Whois weake, and I am not weake* Who is offended, 
and I burAe not ? 2 Cor.5.4. Forwe that are inthis Tabernacle, 
doe groane being burdened. And the Apofile defiring , diat I 
mayfofpeake, every day to depart this life·, Doeft thou laugh 
and play ? Our time heere is as a time ofwarre, of fight, of watch 
and ward, of harneffing, of /landing in the face andfury of the 
enemie·, anddoefi thou demeans thy felfe like a danceri Doefi 
thou not fee the faces of Sonldiers in the fight; how fad they 
are, how contrabled, how terrible with frowncs, how full of hor- 
rour ? Doefi thou not behold the auftere piercing intention of 
their ties, an extraordinary excitation of heart, leaping and 
panting in their brefis^c. His meaning imports thus much: 
Doth an ordinary Souldier in the field againft a mortall man 
an earthly enemie, recplleft and unite all the fpirits and pow­
ers of body and foule with all efficacic, and earneftnefle, for 
the encounter: And fliall a Chriftian Souldier that wraftles 
not againft flefh and bloud,but againft principalities, againft 
Powers, againft the rulers of the darkenefle of this world, 
againft fpirituali wickedncfles in high places ; who is every 
moment furioufly aflaulted and hunted even like a Partridge 
in the Mountaines, by the devils open rage, the ainbuihment 
ofthe World, and the endlefle treacheries of his owne falfe 
heart, trifle away his time, and turne afide totoyes ?

4. No incrochers upon heavenly comforts; no dimini- 
ihersof our light in God; no devourers of fpirituali joy. 
For this is a very deare and divine thing, to bee prized and 
preferved as a fweeteand celeftiall Ie well, farre more worth 
then heaven and earth; which the world can neither give, 

nor 
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nortake from us; neither muft any ftranger meddle with it. 
Wee may take an efliinate of its excellencie, by calling our 
eyes upon..

i. The intolerable bitternefle of the contrary, I meane, 
fpiritnall honour, which we fee, fometimesby wofull expe­
rience, doth inrage the guilty confciences of iome forlorne 
wretches, with fuch reltlefle furies,and uuutterableanguifti, 
that at length, (extremeft, I know not whether madnede Jor 
cruelty) they lay violent and villanous hands upon them- 
felves. In which cafe, fuch an hell upon earth is horrourof 
confcience, they care notabuttonforthe fweetnefle of life, 
the riiefull cries of their own deare children,the heavy lookes 
of their yoke fellowes, the abhorred infamy they bring 
upon their owne names, families, kindred, burial!, poftcri· 
tie. Oh how they ipurne at with a vile, difdainefull con­
tempt, Pleafures, Riches Honours, Crownes, Kingdomes, 
Worlds of gold, anything, every thing, as miferable com­
forters f Nay it is fo flinging, that they will rather venture 
upon that other Hell, to which they are porting in a Coffin 
ot bloud, a thoufand thoufand times more horrible, than 
endure it any longer. If fenfe then of divine indignation, 
taking fecret vengeance upon the guilty confcience of an 
impenitent Rebel!, puts himasic were, into hellifh flames 
above ground; what an heaven upon earrh is a fweet fee­
ling of Gods reconciled face, and his everlafting mercies, 
through Chrift, fealed andfet on by the holy Ghoft, and te- 
ilimony of a good confcience ? And how delicioufly doth an 
humble foule, fo honoured with a forecafte and firft fruits as 
it were, of eternall joyes, grafpe the Lord leius in his Ordi­
nances,and blisfully funne it felfe in the love and light of His 
countenance ?

2. The praftice of the propbane in their infatiable reft- 
Itfle purfuite of falie joyss, and paineful! pleafures which 
at belt are but as crackling of thornes under a pot, and flaihes of 
lightning before everlafting fire. They hunt after them even 
into hell, and lighta candle attheDevill for lightiomenefie 
of heart; by haunting Ale-houfes, Tavernes, Brothel-houfes,

Play-
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Play-houfes, Conventicles of good fellowihip, finnefulland 
unfeafonable/ports, a thouiand kinds of vanities and foole­
ries, which are nothing but the Devils Wakes, and revel- 
lings of Hell. And all this little poore carnall mirth, ispur- 
cha/ed many times with much flume, Ioffe,mi/erie,beggery, 
rottennefle of body, difcredit, damnation. At what an high 
rate then, and with what eagerneflc and thirft is that true, 
fweet,unmixed, glorious joy iprmging out of the Fountaine 
of comfort in an honeft and holy heart, to bee fetand fought 
after J

3. The differences betweene fpirituali and carnall joy: in 
reipeft.

i. Of Laftingnefle. A fpirituali merry heart is a con­
tinuall feaft, faith Salomon, whereas the joj of the hypocrite 
u but for a moment, lob chap. 2 o.$. Carnall joy is like light­
ning, fpirituali like the light of the Sunne. While the Play 
lafts,then fenfualifts laughsjbut he falls into his dumps when 
all is done. The Drunkard is merry, whileft hee revels ita- 
mongft his pot· companions in tire Ale-houfe; but when hee 
comeshome, there is many times woefull worke. Whileft 
the Gamefter is at play, he is well enough.pleafed ; but when 
he hath made away all, he is ready to make away himfelfe 
alio. Acunning and profperous Worldling, I confefle, by 
Gods.permiflion may patch together his pleafures all his life 
long: but at furtheft, at death comes the deadly and ever­
lafting dampe; whereas hee that walkes with God, iscon- 

c. . tentedandcomfortablealltheday;anddeathistbeday- 
breake to him of everlafting bnghtnefie. Carnall joy, I fay, 

apprehends. js like lightning, a flaih and ’away; kleaves the mind m 
"O** extreme and deeper darkenefle; blafts tlie heart and 

tur,»voiahat·^»/. affeflions with fpirituali deadnefle and deflations, with 
f^cicaiuo Oc_ many boylingdiftempers, much raging wild-fire, and un- 
ddit,etpr«eriit; quenchable thirft after fenfualitie, earthlinefle and Epicu- 
fiiti'mjfawfe- r^mci and firft or laft» it is ever certainly followed with ren- 
rir, «abiirjinfe- ting and roaring ofthe fpirit, fpirituali terrours, thunders, 

' r darkenefle and damnation. But godly joy is like the light of 
the Sunne, which though it may for a time bee qvercaft with 

clouds
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cloudes of temptations, mifts of troubles, and perfeeutions, 
darkenefle of melancholy · yet it ordinarily breakes outa- 
gainewith more fweetnefle and lplendour,when theftorme 
isover: but howfoever, it hath ever the Sunne of righteouf- 
nefle, and Fountaine of all comfort, fo refident and rooted 
in the lieart, that not all the darkeneflc and gates of Hell {hall 
ever bee able to difplautor diftaine it, no more thenamortall 
man can pull the Sunne out of his Sphere, or put out his glo­
rious eye.

2. Ofpuritie. The edge and rellilh of carnail joy, isever 
much rebated and imbittered with many fowre fauces, and 
envenomed mixtures; impatiencie of delay, difficultie and 
dinger in attainement, unanfwerablenefle to fore-conceits 
md expectation, many fecret terrours, fretting- jealousies, 
difeontented indignations againft their difcontinuance and 
janiftiing, &c. And befides, thofe three enfuing individual! 
ftings, which to an illightened conference as infeparably and 
fenfibly dogge them at the heeles, as a ihadow the body in 
(heSun-fliine; cut the very throat, and burftthe heart ofall 
worldly pleafures. i. One of them is,as it were,naturall, im­
mediately attending all earthly mirth, more melancholy and 
lleavie-heartedneffe afterward. For as the Rivers of fweet 
water runne their courie to die in the fait fea; fo the honey 
ofall earthly pleafure, ever endeth in the gall of griefe. 
Voluptuoufnefle even in her deareft minions, ordinarily ex­
pires with anguifli and anger that it is gone. The tranfitorie 
flafhes of fcnfull delight, are like the light of a candle, £««*» 
which leave at the cloze a noifome vexing fneife behind. ocCU?lu 
And that fweetnefle which fenfualifts fwallow downe fo 
greedily, turnesto gravell in their guts, and at fare-well 
fills their fpirit with the returne of a more heavie melancho· „ cum c»pent w 
lickehumour, then before the rcceit. 2. The other I call’a «hquid temporal® · 
temporary fting : for all the waies of worldly a pleafure ~ 
areftrowed alfo with needles & nettles, that I may io fpeak, te credere 
which ever and anon pricke and fting her darlings, as they 
plucke her fading flowers. So that at the beft they are but like Hbebis, quam < 
Beares robbing a Wafpes ueft, who rayenoufly rifle the 

combes.
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combes, and with much'adoe fucke out a little honey, but in 
themeanetime, are foundly flung and fwolne about their 
heade for their painefull pleafure.ln their feverall walkes ofa 
fooles paradife, they hunt both unreafonably and unfeafona- 
bly after tranfitorie delights; but they are even pained, and 
payed home with a witnefle in the very purfuite. For in­
fiance: The covetous man accounts worldly wealth, and an 
hoard of gold,his heaven upon earth; but in heaping it toge­
ther, his heart is wofully rent and torne afunder with car- 
king thoughtfulnefle, reftlefle rooting in the earth, anxious 
and endlefle calling about asd forecafting: In a word; with 
much care in gathering, more feare in keeping, and moll 
griefe in parting from it. So that for feeding his greedy eye 
upon a little vanilhing heape of yellow earth,his heart is con­
tinually haunted with fuch vexing Harpies,! meane, walling 
cares and falfe feares, that dry up even his vital! moiilure,and 
cuc^”s very heart-firings in3pieces. Good-fellow meetings 

fiderns vsfUmur, and Ale-houie revellings are the drunkards delight: buc all 
«upid.uniui dif- t|le while he fits at it, he is perhaps, in a bodily feare of the 
upanaM, timon- „ = , ’ · r ,
bus curciancur, 1 Urit^nC-Conttable : when cowards night hee goes grunting 

a gazing*and laughing llocke to 
ρ/λι^ρ. Λ ’ childreninthe flreets; no fooner comes hee reeling into his 
*RichaiiujiBfo- owne houfe, but he wrings frefh cries, andteares of {Lame 
occjioncmq; ut and griefe from his wife and family, for the reproach, beg- 
ab omnibus ™. gery and miiery he brings upon them. And as hee goes on in 

in£-this drunken good-fellow£hip,and takes a pride and pleafure 
inn.ύ- luiTHm. jn powring in of ftrong drinke, there many times infenfibly 

growuponhim many loathfomedifeafes and deformities of 
body, Rhenmes,Droplies, Palfies,afearetullface, fining, fal­
ling, and never rifng Againe} fomedmes not even out ofa lit­
tlegutter, that would icarce choakea child. Thelafcivious 
wanton chat wanders in the twilight, in the evening in the 
black? and dark? nighty after the flrange woman; beiides the 
dart which flicks fall,and ranckles in his Liver; meetes in the 

_ meanetime withroctenneflein his bones, aconfumpcionof 
his marrow, a -wound, and difhonottr, and reproach, that Jhall 
not bee wiped away. Th^boifterous afpidng Nimrod, out ofa 

glut-
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gluttonous defire of grafping offices and honours, fcrues him- 
ielfe viis & modis, into fome high place as his onely Paradife, 
and when he is gotten up, dances full merily in golden fet­
ters upon his fhppery Handing : but couldelt thou fee into 
his intide,thou fhouldeft behold his heart miferably fretting 
and vexing it felfe; raging with many paffionate diftempers, 
for the indignation of good men; contempt of inferiours; 
thwarting of competitors;envie of compeeres; underminings 
ofcounter-fa&ionifts; jealoufies of Princes,&c. How many 
great mens hearts have bur ft with the blafting frownes of a 
Kings forehead ? Nay, and which is a Bedlam miferie upon 
the ambitious man; hee is many times more grieved for an 
affront of fome grand oppofite; becaufe hee cannot have 
his will of this or chat man, that Hands in his way; or for 
ihenegleft offome expefted complementallreipe0landob- 
fervance, then pleafed with all the other bravery and jollitie 
ofhishighroome. This is cleare in Haman^ though hee was 
encompafled and crowned with muchundeferved and extra­
ordinary precedence and pompe; yet this one little thing, 
to wit, becaufe Mordecai would not bow the knee, and doe 
reverence unto him at the Kings gate, did utterly marre and 
difiweeten all the other excellencies and extraordinarinefle 
of the Kings favour: See Hefter, Chap.5. Verfeio, 11, u, 
13. And Haman told his friends and wife of the glory of his 
riches>&c. But all this, faith hee, doth nothing availe mee, as 
long as Ifee CjMordecai the lew fitting at the Kingsgate,

3. The third is an ecernall Ring, which to a waking and 
working confcience arifeth out of a ferious confideration, 
and fcnfe of Gods caufefull, juft and holy indignation re­
vealed in his Booke againft impenitents in fuch kindes. 
Whereupon it is no marvaile, though many times their 
hearts hating to bee reformed, and hearing their ieverall 
doomes denounced againft them from Gods owne mouth, 
in that Word,by which they ihall bee judged at the laft Day, 
bee full forely fmitten with inward bitter gripings,and fecret 
guiltieftings the very hellifh flafhings and foretaftes of that 
never-dying worme, which hereafter without timely repeu° 
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tance, will gnaw upon their conlciences with full rage and 
unquenchable borrour world without end. The worldling 
therefore may juftly tremble and roare when hee reades that 
cutting Commination, lam. 5.1,2. Goetonow,yeerich men, 
wetpe and honle for your miferies that Jhall come upon you. Tour 
riches are corrupted, and your garments moth-eaten : your gold 
andfiver is cankered, and the rufi of them jhall hee a witnrftc a- 
gainftyou, and Jhall eate your ftejh as it were fire : yee have heaped 
treafure together for the laft dayes. The wanton,when he well 
weighs that flaming place, neb. 1 3.4. fo full of vengeance a- 
gainfthim : But whoremongers and adulterers God will iudge. 
The drunkard, when hee Andes himielfe in the curfed Cata­
logue of that damned erne, 1. Cor,6,9. Benet deceived,neither 

fornicators, nor idolaters,-----nor drunkards ,&c. Jhallinherit 
the Kingd:meof (Jod. The Ambitionift, whenhecaflshiseye 

• Annan&vide-c*’e t0P '’*s u^urPed honours, upon that dreadfull 
mus Grpc.quod is 3 downefall, Obadiah 4· Though thou exalt thy felfe as an Eagle, 
ccdunUiftorcs' & an^ though fet tief among the fiarres, thence I will bring 
ilipanc fateiiitcs, thee downe, faith the Lord.

Butnow on the other fide, fpirituali Toy, which fprings conjiatur.at cum _ r r i · r, ■ J; c r ■ °
maiefaSoribus out ot tne wells of ialvation, and is a ray and reprelentation, 
hlc vans & as werc’ ^unne °f Righteoufnefle, and that eternal! 
gloria faiiacius? Fountaine of foundeft and ladling comfort, is allfweete, 
quod Λ Jn hac pure/Lining, calme hearty, unfpeakeable, utterly free from 
cFffirudina» hanc thole fore·grumblings and refutations of confcience, enve- 
cvadic, onm^no nomed mixtures and flaviih apprehenfions; after-repen- 
EdMumTefc*- tings, flings and melancholike dumps: thoughitmaybeeaf- 
bit. Etquemiio-faulted, and fomething dimmed with fome doubts, dif- 
^ίηρΓόα^η- trulls and weakenefle of degree, by reafon of cur unglorifi- 
tur,&quiincy- ed ftate of mortalitie; yet in refpeft of its creation, fub- 
bat™rup«X'o- ftance, truth, and bliflefull iflue, it is a very glimpfe of hea- 
num refidebar, & venly glory, a pure tafte of the rivers of Life, and firft fruits 
nifn«ai'ios,^uSi everlafting joyes. Thus che blefling of the Lord maketh 
umbras defpicie-
batj is^ubito pofteA jacebit mortuus abique fpiritu , fixculcntus , pedtus "rnniimris convhiis, et bis, 
quospridem injuria affecir, et quos nulla atfecit injuria : condolcnribus camen liiSj qui ab iflo jujurii 
afflifti fucrunv Quid hoc mifciabilius fuerit ? hem colk^a omnia iapcrumero inimici et hoftwinter 
ic partiuncur et diflribunnt: pcccataautem per qui hic coacervata Cunt , iectun aufeir, de quibus dili- 
gens, etaccurara x^io cxigaur. Cb^p/l, Hom. 22. i/rGen.

. . the 
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the heart fpiritually merry with imcomparable fweetntfle, 
undhe add'.th no forrow with it.

3. Of dignitie a'd divine temper. Carnal! joyes have for 
their foundation the fading arme of flefh, and the faihion of 
this world, fraile and fleeting as themfelves; earHily power 
and policy for their prop and fupport: For their Objeft, the 
Garbage of the earth, Gold and Silver, food for fwinifh 
worldlings; noble captivities, guilded fetters,! meane,unde, 
ferved dignities,honours, offices, greatnefle, and high roomes, 
tlieonely ayme of ambitious Shebeaes^ the filth and froth of 
bintifh pleafures,fe well for Sodomicicall flames,and fuch like 
traih,pelfe,and vanitie : For their companions, feares, j'ealou- 
fes, guilty gripings : The ienles for their feate : Time for 
their limit; for their end,endlefle griefe and horrour of heart: 
For all earthly pleafure determines in heavinefle, as the Sun 
fctsindarkeneffe.

But now on the other fide; fpirituall Toy is the blefled 
Spirits fweete and lovely Babe, grounded upon the fure Co- 
vtnant of everlafting Love, Mercy, and Peace in .j,.·;, j_.
Chrift : The matter ofit is the light a of Gods countenance, cundius , quam 
the Garments of falvation , the precious Robe of Chrifls Dei Pams« Do- 

nghteoufnefle, interelf in hisdearelt Bloud, and all tlierichno,quamvci.^u« 
purchafesefhis Paffion; looking upon our names inheaveu "«uno, qu2m 
through the glafle of fan&ification , Gods holy Image renu- ^anto- 
edupon our foules, and the illuftrious beames of heavenly rum retro cnmi- 
gnces fhed from the Throne of Grace and ihining there;every ^,7" voiupt* 
fweet promifc in his blefled Booke : In a word, lehova, Ifa. «Η® faftidium 

61,10. Habak&k, 3· *8. Phil.<\ 4. and that glorious Name 
proclaimed, Exed.^ 4.6,7. a well fpring of unspeakable re-«4 comcmptiu, 

trdhingto every truely broken and bleeding heart; being 
well opened by a feeling and fruitfull meditation.: For meal- cntia imegra, qua 
fure, it is immeafurable, without bound or flint, and pafleth 
allunderftanding, no ftranger doth intermeddle with it, nei- Jus ? quod tains 

(her can any man poflibly conceive it, but hee that enjoy es it. °‘°j 
opdlis, quod mcdicinas facis, quod revdationcs pttis, quod Deo vivis ? Hz voluptatcs fanfiz per- 
fmjii&c. Trnnl, lib. lie fprSat. rap. iQ. So(pititc,Dominus mccrcnces engit; quia Elefiorum mens 
w de przicutis vitz infania , fed de. cciricudinc ztcrnz fzlutis hilaiciat. m J. Jfi· 

11.

It
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It is, as it were, the amiable fplendour and iparkle of that 
white fione inthe Revelation. Chap. 2.17. which only (Bines 
upon heavenly hearts, with delight unfpeakeable and gori. 
aus .· for feat andeertainetie; It is ingraven by the Finger cf 
God with an heavenly Sun-beame, as it were, (Lining from 
the face of Chrift inthe very center of the heart; which not 
all the powers of darkenes or hellifh mills can finally dimme 
©r difpell; the world neither give nor take from us, neither 
man, nor divell, nor fhadow of death ever raze or roote out. 
It is honoured with that fupernaturall fingularitie andfacred 
temper,that utterly againft nature and all naturall pofTibility, 
it extracts fweetnefle and life out of ordinary caufes ofde- 
jeft ion and finking. Troubles, perfecutions, and reproaches, 
doefortifie it, andferve as fuell to enlarge its lightfomenefle. 
See Aft. 5.41. & 16.25. Afts and Monum.pag. 200;. where 
the glorious Martyr,Woodman fpeakes thus: When I have been 
inprifon, wearing otherwhiie bolts, otherwhilcs fhacklcs, other· 
while lying on the bare ground, fome time (fitting in the fiocket, 
fometimes bound with coards, that all my body hath becnefwolne; 
much like to be over-come for the paine that hath bin in my fief; 
fometimesfainete lie without in the woods and fields, wandering 
to and fro 'few, I fay that durfi to keepe my company; forfear e of 
the Rulers : fometimes brought before the luftices, Sheriffes, 
Lords, Dollars, and Bifiops- fometimes called T>ogge,fometirne 
Devill, Her etike, Whoremonger, Tray tor, Thiefe, Deceiver, 
with divers other fuch like : yea and even they that did eate of 

• my bread, that fhould have beene mofi my friends by nature, have 
betrayedmee :Tetfor all this, I praife my Lord God, that hath 

feparatedmee from my mothers wombe·, all this that hath hap­
pened to mee, hath beetie eafie, light, and mofi deleftable and toy- 
fall of any treafure that ever I poffefed. Forduration , It is a 
very glimpfe of heavenly glory, which fpringing up in a fan· 
fti fled heart, out of the wells offalvation : and carried along 
with addition ofthe frefh comforts, from the Word and Sa- 

\ craments, through a fiuitfull current and courfeof a Chrilti- 
an life, is at (aft entertained into the boundlefle and bottom- 
lefle Ocean of the endleife joyes of heaven.

4. Of
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4, Of unconqucrablenefie againft all created oppofitidna 
and affaults of earchly difcomforts.An ounceofforowmarres 
a whole lea of worldly mirth. The boyfterou/hefl'e and bra­
very ofall carnall joy,vani(heth quite a way,and expires even 
as a flowre when the heat rifech that is lent upon icjUpon the 
very firft approach or pretence of any either outward tron- 
ble, or inward terror. A prick of aneedle, much more a pang 
ofthe Stone, or fit ofthe Gout, is able to deprive a man of 
the pleafure of the worlds Monarchy. One/erious thought 
of death, or the fight of one finne armed with Gods anger, 
will put the proudeftAftmW, thegreedieft engrofler of all 
earthly delights, into Belfhazers (heverings. But now let the 
Chriftianj whole heart is fwcetly repoied upon the Rocke of 
eternity, be utterly ftript of all outward comforts $ let heavy 
accidents fall upon him as thicke, as one wave in the necke of 
another; which befell blefled lob.; yet hee is ftill where hee 
was;he hath made God his portion,his onely Jewell and joy 
which 1 se hath in Heaven, or on earth -,hv heart ή fixed, 
trufiing in the Lord; and therefore when all earthly ftaies and 
Haves of reede,lhrinke inthe Wetting, and are (battered to 
nothing, he cleaves with an unihaken and triumphant trcn= 
quillitie of minde to his Sunne andjbifld·, Z’/J.S^.n.Tohis 
light and life, loh, i 2. To his firong Tower of defence and 
exceeding great reward, Gtn. 15. J. Hearehis fweeteand no­
ble re fol ution in this caie, Hab,^. 17.18. Although thefigtree 
JhaUnot blcfibme, neither fall fruit be in the Kinet the labour 
ofthe Olive fhall fade, and the fields fall jeeld no meate, the 
fiocke fhall be cut off from the fold, and there fhall be no heard in 
the (tables : jet 1 will rejojee in the Lord: I will joy in the God of 
my falvation. While Jehovah is in Heaven, his heart is in the 
haven,though never fo many ftorrnes or tempefts of the troo 
blefomeiea of this World beate upon his houie ofclay.Rob 
him ofall earthly refreihment ,and lightfomnefle of this life, 
and let but the light of Gods countenance (hine upon him, 
which nodarkenefle,nordungeon,HorDeviiiin Hell can in= 
cerce pt;and he is incomparably more merry,than the Worlds 
choiieft Miniona Pleafures deareft favorite, or thebraveft

N Beljhazw
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Beljhazzar uponearth, in the very topand ruffe of his moil 
joviall revellings,and fwaggering fenfuality.But it is not fo 
with the earthly-minded man: for howfoever he maydigeft 
with reafonable patience, and carry well enough away, all 
erodes and contradictions to his other worldly comforts, 
while he doth yet wallow without interruption&difquiet 
in the finfull pleafures of that fele&ed way of death, upon 
which the more headftrong current of his corrupt nature ' 
hath caff him; and the naturall bent of his carnall affeCtions 
hath tingled out, and made fpeciallchoife of, to follow and 
feedeupon withgreateft delight; which the Fathers call 
^cecatHm in deliiw, a mans bofome finne; yet cut him once 
ihort of the freeand full injoyment ofthis his fenfuali idoll, 
andearthly god, arjyou kill his heart quite, and plunge 
him prefently into defperate diftraftions. Forinftance:The 
coveteous man, while his heart may neillefecurely upn his 
golden heape, will pafle by without any great wound or 
pa(fion,the curies of the poore,the grumblings of his confci- 
ence,the comminarions of the Miniftry, the cry of the whole 
Country,againfthis oppreflions,ufary,iacriledge,and finfull 
wayes ofhoarding. When he comes home, and findes his 

piwdo’ ’ bags and bonds fafe; he blefleth himfelfe in his heart againft 
threatnedjudgements,horrors,curies,confufions.Though 

wmplor in arii Ie^s Chrift himfelfe ihould preach and preGe them upon 
him, Luke i 6. 14. with his golden wedge hee eafilycuts 
a funder all fcruples,donbts,exceptions,reafons,arguments, 
objections, which ary wayes oppofehL· covetous and cruell 
courfes. He pleafej and applauds himfelie againft all cen­
fures, and conuadiftions whatloever to the contrary. But 
let Gods angry hand in his juft judgement, by fire, robbery, 
or fome fecretconfumption,fhitchaway his weakh;andhe 
islikely enough to goe our of his wits, and in greatjhazard : 
ofhanging himfelfe. While the ambkiousman is proudly 
mounted,, fits faff upon the Seareof honour, and idolized, . 
asitwere, and adored aboveothers; he can eafily enough 
overlooke with an imperious difdaine, the indignation of 
good men, emulacionof great Ones, the reproaches of the

• · '. “ multitude ,



179comfortable walking with God.

multimde.and all pther petty and private croffes :but throw 
him downe from his high place 5 turne him one of his offices 
and-honour?; and how weary he is of the world ? how irke- 
fome to himfelfe ? how prodigallof his life ?how impatient 
of the company of men ? While the wanton wallowes in the 
brutifh pleafures of his abominable filth ; hee beares well 
enough away the weakening of hisbody, thewaftingof his 
goods, the (hame of his finne, lode offriends, ftaine ofrepu- 
cation: bur beats himbacke, and barre him from the houfe 
of the firange woman, and you breake his heart; baniffi him 
from his Minion, and hee is ready to make away himfelfe. 
Woe, forrow,contentions,wounds without caufe, rednefie 
ofeyes, undoing of wife and children, houtingarin the 
ftreets, will well enough downe with the drunkard} while 
he may domineers upon the Ale-bench: but cut off the new 
wine and ilrong drinkefrom his mouth; crofie him in his 
daggering courfe; confine him from his good-fellow mee- 
tings,and you take away the very life of his life.Thus every 
unregenerate man fecures himfelfein fomeone fenfuall Hold 
orother,whereinthecrowne ofhis carnall jo^confifts ;of 
which bereave him, and you ihall leave him joylefie, heart- 
!qfle,hopeleflejand helpelefle.Buc take from the true Chrifti-’ 
an, ifit were poflible, both Heaven and Earth, and all the 
creatures and comforts ofbothj yet you cannot take away 
his joy. 'God ifthefirengtbofbir heart, and hit portion for evert 
Surely hee foaldnever be moved; bit heart if fixed and bekeveth 
in the Lord.

Which fith it is fo,that ipirituall joy is fuch an un valuable 
Jewell, and carnall fo curled a vanity; let every Chriftian be 
exceedingly carefull,not to fuffer the froth and filth of this, 
to ftaine or leffen the glory and Iweeteneffe of the other.But 
ifhe once perceiveany company or kind ofrecreacion begin 
£o ileale away his heart from communion and comfort in his 
^God; let him abandon it as a canker and cut-throare of 
"his fpiritnall happinefle; and ever prize and preferre the ' 
joy of the foule, delights of Grace, refreshings of the 
holy Ghoft, infinitely before all worldly plealiires, carnall 

’’ N 2 content’



18 o Generali direCt ions for a

contentments,eafe,orany earthly thing.
Thus much of recreations.
II. Let me adde a word or two of vifitations. For com» 

plementall vifitations of unfan&ified great ones, without 
juftoccafion and a warrantable Calling; befides finfoll ex­
pence of precious time,aremany times unhappy occafions to 
embarke,e(pecially,yeelding natures, in fome bale and lean· 
dalous bufinefles; and to entangle them in thofe wicked fer- 
vices of fome uncomfortable inconvenience; which after­
ward incold blood wofully wound their confidences, and 
perhaps much weaken their Chriflian reputations.

lehofaphat may ferve as a remarkeable inftance for this 
purpoie. Upon a time, hee came downe to tee^bab King 
of Iftae^ by way of Courtly vifitation. And though hee was . 
equall unto him in the crowned Majeftieof a King, and a 
good man; yet trains and i nfinuations by Royall entertain­
ments, and a Princely feaft premiied, as it appeares in the 
flory, hee was cunningly catcht and caft into the confede­
ration and focietie of an unhappy wane: whereby with a , 
diihonourabte precipitation, he plunged himfelfe both into 
fpirituall miferies, and temporall mifehiefe, both hurt his 
conference, and hazarded his life. For the firft, a. Hee fud- 
dainely and rafhly promifed aide unto whom the 
Lord hated, before hee knew Gods will in the point from 
the mouth ofthe Prophet. 2. When faithfull jfaceiah had 
delivered tjie truth,and acquainted them with themrnde of 
God;henotwithftandingwenton  with the bnfinefle.3. 
did not appeare on the Prophets fide,and in his defence, a- 
gainft the imperious infolcncy of that felfe flattering Zidt- . 
«Worths mercilefle tytinny of ^had·, who fent him to 
prifon for telling him the truth.Foule afperfions upon fo fa­
mous a KingFor the feccnd; by rhe cruell cunning of hol- 
ilow-hearted^/wJ, he expofed him felfe both tothe en-ea- . 
gred and concurrent fury ofthe whole Syrian Army ( one- . 
ly upon a penitent ejaculation, his life was refined miracu- 
loufly from that extremeft danger) and alfo to the wrath of 
God, for helping the ungodly, and loving them that hated r 

' the.;^ 
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the Lord as the Prophet told him, zGbron. 19.2.
Miftakemenot,! purpofe not in thispaflige tocenfure 

ordifgrace any warrantable ceremonie and folemnities of 
State; mutuall entercourfe of noble deportment amon^ft 
Gompeeres ;civill exchange offaire and amiable behaviour 
one towards another ·, any charitable offices of human hie, or 
Chriftian paffages ofcourtefie and loverburtheidle/ormall, 
flittering vanities,Hypocriiies,difguifements of thofe many 
needlefle,fruirleffeand endleflefalu tarions,complements,vi= 
Stations, entertainements affe&edand afted by fuchvaine 
people, who are eXtrcamely troubled how to be rid of time.. 
A commoditiebfhigh account with all thofe, who are fenfi- 
ble and mindefull of their laft. account: Every moment 
whereof, ought in the meane time to be crowned with fruit­
ful! improvement, by all thbfe that truely feareGod J could 
with thata gracious concurrence ofgoodnefle and greatnefle, 
(jrueNoblenefle indeede, .where God himfelfe is top of the 
kinne,arid Religion the roote5(ain refpeft whereofthofe aNo[)iiiUi//e_ 
other by birth, by riches, bymeere morall vertue, by va- roi«e(i eWinc«- 

lour, by learning, by favour of Princes, arebutihadowes 
andihapes of noblenefle ) were honoured with all due at tri- venfcm.— ex 

buttons higheft refpeft,and beft.obfervance. In: fuch a cafe 
it is not uncomely for Pauli to travel! from -Arabia ro Tern·* bomo fit pCtl- 

[akmzo vifite Peter, Gali r. 18. Or the! <^teruef the South 
from the utrermoft parts of the earth,co fee Salomon, 1 Kings chnh, :fit rempia 

f io. i.;ButIwould not have gliftering folly, guilded rotten- 
'nefle,iacrificed unto with fo much flattery and counterfeits cetera mbit 
• crouching. For; why ihould Glken dung’be fo adored, and 

। golden damnation deified ? Now the reafons why fach vifi- »liqua«do. 
rations, as wellas recreations may many times prove ft ares ^ΙΗ0Χ“°Λυι'·1,β 
to entangle us in finne, dampesro dull ourforwardnefle; or atomiBatioell j 

one way or other breede and bring upon us fome fpirituali ;/1 *
tniferies, are fuch as thefe.· DeniUUwt.

I. Great men without grace, ordinarily make life of all 
others for their owne advantage. With an imperious policie 
andakindeof^iriWin/eJwn Alchymy, theyfecrecly andin- 
vifibly convert, diipofe and manage the agency,abilities,and

N 3 fervice-
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ierviceablenefle of their follower», vifitants, adherentsand 
dependants, to ferve their owne turner, to feede their hu- 
mours,further their private.ends of profit,pleafure?rifing,re­
putation,or fome other choife carnall contentment and pre­
dominant worldly delight. They have their portion in this 
life, and their heaven here; therefore they labour to make 
their earthly Paradife as full of pleafures,as poffibly they can. 
Their oyvne fenfuall covetous and ambitious hearts are the 
centers,wherin the lines and le veil of all their plots,policies, 
and projefts doe concurre, and meete; and to which they 
conduit and direft theofficiouiheffe, pliable nefle, and feve- 
tail fetvices ofall thofe with whom they hold any kindeof 
cqrrefpondence or entercourfe. ' ’ i

a. Such exercifes ofCourtly vanities, flecvelefle errands, 
idIebufinefTe,and Satans chiefeftand ch oy ft ft feafonsforthe 
ftggeftion of temptations and too iuccefiefull difeharge of 
his fiery darts. Hee hath ordinarily more power over men,· 
and ismuchlikliet: to prevailc, when hee Andes them idle 
or.ill occupied 5 then when they are bufied with humble- 
nefle and fincericie in religious duties, or the neceflarie 
workes ofalawfullCalling. Inourbeftandholieft imploy- 
ments hee is indeed mofteager againft us; buc at times of 
idlenefleand exercifeof vanity, hee is commonly moft fuc- 
ceflefull. In Gods bufinefles, the honeft executions of our 
Calling, and feafonable Chriftian recreations, wee may ex- 
peftupongood ground, and with hopefull comfort, Gods 
protection, the ordinary afEftance of his blefled Spirit; 
harmelefnefle fromthe creatures;Satans reftraint;fome good 
meafure of mortifying helpe againft the rebellious flirtings 
of our owne corruptions, and fuch other bleflings promifed 
infuch cafes. Bat if men will needs be idle or imployedin 
vanity, they juftly bereave .themfelves of all thefe comfor­
table protections and priviledges. For it is juft with God,, 
at fuch tiroes that Hee fhould withdraw, from them His 
owne protecting hand, reftraine the gracious influences of 
that holy Spirit,and let loofeagainft them withindignation, 
Satap,the creatures, and their owne corruptions, which is a .

. vcry;
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very grievous cut to a tender and waking confcience, 
a. The prefence and proteftations, the intimations and 

motions of mcn'in high place, mingled with ana ffefted fa­
miliar rcommunication of themfelves, and plauiiblenegleft 
ofall formal! iblemnities and aufterires of ftate,upon purpofe 
toinfinuate fooner, and more fubtlelyjare many times very 

- potent to prevailewith, and perfwade efpecially inferiours.
Tor they are apt when they are fo aflauked 1. To conceive 
themfelves highly honoured, when thofe condefcend add 
vouchfafeto intreate and be beholding, who might in other 
cafes command, nay, and perhaps upon a point of advantage, 
■and pang of diiplea(ure,quitecruihandca(hier them. 2. To 
hold it a convenient policie in thefedayesof the raigneof 
■iniquitieand felfe-love,when Judgement it turned backward, 
.and· Juft ice ftandsafarre when truth is fable in the fireet^nd

cannotgoe, as the Prophet ipeakes, togratafie and de­
merit inch mighty Ones, as may iheker and proreft t‘hem 
from all ftormes ofviolence,oppre(lions,and wrong;nay arid 
perhaps, by rheir countenance procure them a great deale of 
credit andLcfteeme· ifnotoblervance and awefulnefle from 
thofe amongft whom they live. 3. To call tomindoutofroo 
■many wofull experiences,that in thefrownes and angfy fore­
heads ofgreat men,are infolded many times many fecret com­
plots ofcunning^ruelty, and planfible malice: whichwhen 
time ferves,fall full heavy uponthd hearts and heads ofinferi- 
ours, which are not in all points pliable to their humours. 
An d out of fuch carnal! confederations as the fe,by a ra (h un- 
advifed yeeldingneffe,they too often plunge themfelves hand 
over-head into unworthy engagements,and become inftru- 
ments ofill offices; the bafenede and iniquitie whereof  doth 
afterward in cold blood ftrike full cold unto their heartsjand 
leavesagafh andgrievous wound'in their confidences, com­
forts and Chriftian reputations, .

4. At fuch entertaineroents and Tables ofgreat men,' hot 
friends to the truth 5 thou wilt be ready to vomit thy morfils^ Pnr.et-t·' J 
and (halt Ιοβ thy fiveete wards. Thy dainty fare may be 

Tawced perhaps with many bitter girds, much rotten talke,
N 4 enforced 
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aSr'i'»?/ enf°cced healths,if not eroppifoned with blafphemies, ob- 
deiecuioKvo-' fcenities and horrible oathes. Thy mufick will be merry lies, 

c,aUi fained jefts, fcofs and fcurrilities,againft Gods beft fervants, 
potei! prohibcrc and the Kings befl iubjeits* commonly calumniated aspeftj. 
^““'"^"P^t^-jentfellowes.For fo the Church complaineSjLerw.g.&j. lam 

their mufickf.Fzw feafts,where the founder is nor Gods friend, 
n™ offc'iri"’ but a^er ^8 good-fellow guefts be well heated with varietie 

of di(hes,andftrong drinke*as their faces b'are inflamed with 
Β»)ίιτι τ papery reflexions one from another, fo their hearts willjbeeif-

Aa, raged,wich mutuall infection of furious malice, to belch out 
mofiprodigiousdunghill.villanous lies hammered by theve.

fouleftFiend.inthedarkeft nooke of hell, againft thofe 
that are true of heart: Lord, thou knoweft 1 The cornpie- 

X’X/X^nrfmentall formes and flouriihesofthy welcome* may prove 
irmkrmrjr. -asa pitfall to plunge thee into ibme diihononrable imploy- 

meat,or one way or other to betray thee to an uncomfortable 
entanglement of thy confcience.So that if thy generous fpi- 
ritwill nobly rife againft inch froth and folly, ribaldry and 

trailing, the unworthy degenerations of thefe worft times* if 
jtbefenGbleofGods difhonour, the difgrace ofthe Saints, 
and thine owne danger jthoucanftnot chufebut be wearie 
of fuch good cheere, Nay j.befides the reiolution of thy 
judgement, that in fuch acafe thou wouldeftfarte rather 
have ftaied at home with a dinofit of-greenqi herbs, than to 
have thine eares fo grated, and heart grieved allthe whilea'r 
agreattable* even in nature thou (halt fare worfe. For thy 
juft indignation, discontentment and fadnefle upon fucb 
ground, will naturally contrail thine heart, thicken thy 
blood, chill thy fpirits* that naturall heat will fain: and fade 
in the ordinary current and courfe ofconcoftion. No mar· 
veil then though thou be readier to vomit thy morfels, than 
to rejoyce in thofe high entertainments or varietie ofmefles, 
which aredifliveetened with fuch diftaftfull and bitter mix­
tures. And thoa[halt lofe thy fieeie words: both of humanity, 
andChriftianity. For the firft * out of the ingenious fimpli- 
citieandhonefty of thy heart,thou wilt returne real!,fincere, 
affcftionate demonflrations of thankefulnefle, for meere 

diffembled 
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difiembled formall ceremonies of entertainemenr and wel­
come- For the other; thou (halt be fo farre from finding a free 
and comfortable vent and entertainemenr to any good tai ke; 
that if thou meddle that way, thou marreftall the mirth. 
Itfeationsofbeavenly things ourlaftaccount,the lire to come, 
judgement againft finne, privHedges, of che Saints, happi- 
nefle ofthe holy Ones,8tc, which might fweetly feafon,and 
dsit were fandifie their meeting, and thofe good creatures, 
ofGod they,fo plentifully enjoy; would prefently caft: all 
the company into dumps of melancholy. The Word of 
God, writ upon the wall in the very height and ruffe of their 
greateft jollitieand revelling, did make the heart, joynts and 
knees of that mighty King Beljbazzer to tremble, as the 
leaves ofthe forreft when they are ihaken with the'winder 
How often may wee obferve many goodly and gracious dif- 
couries buried inthebofomeof men of underftanding and 
worth, placed below, by reafon of che domineering talka- 
tivenefle, and imperious ignorance offome filkenldoll fit­
ting at the head ofthe table? Horfes, Hounds, and Hawkes] 
devourefull often and eate up not onely ipiricualiandholy^ 
but even all morall and manly talke.

For the more convenient declining and prevention of any, 
enfnarement and inconvenience in this kinde; let meecom- 
mend rojne Chriftian fuch cautions and confiderations as. 
thefe: 1 · i r 1

i. Ever beforethou enter out ofthydoorcs, upon any 
occafion, bufin: fie, journey, vifitation; weigh well with due 
deliberation, in the ballahce of anholy wifedome, all cir- * 
cumftances,concurrents,company, probabilityofall events; . 
and confaquents on both fides; of Haying at home, or 
going abroad; vifiting this or that friend; under-taking 
that or the other bufinefle; and ever confhucly encline 
and refolve that way.; .which in all likelihood will bring 
moft glory unto God, good unto others, and comfort 
unto thine owne con faience. Lec it onely be the finfull 
libertie of hopeleffe worldlings, to wafte their time and 
labour 5 (for the needleile expence of every moment cf the

OHCj ;
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one and motion of the other, they muft very fhortly be full 
dear ely accountable at Gods driftTribunal!) in thofeim­
pertinent vagariesand idle vifitations, which have no other 
motive> but a defire to be rid of time, and co feede a gadding 
and reftlefle humour-^o other end, bur vanity 01? vaine-glo- 
rie j no iffue, but temptation,and greater difability to good 
duties.But let every wi fely refoluce and truly judicious Chri­
ftian difdaine,bowioever worldly wiiedome deride it,to(lep 
over his threihold without a warrantable Calling ; aime at, 
ibme honeft endj probable forefight of fome good to come 
thereon, honour to God, furtherance of fome good caufe, 
good unto ourbrethren,diicharge offomedutie of our Cal­
ling,performance of Chriftian office?,of charicie, humanity, 
natural! affeftion, mutual! comforting, confirming, refreih- 
ing, and building up one another in our moft holy faiths and 
the like. Otherwiie hee ihall be in great danger to returne 
home farre worie, than when he went out; laden both with 
more perfonall gutkine(Ie,and acceflarineffe toothers finne.; 
bleeding with fomefrefh bruife· of confcience, by falling 
icandaloufly,or failing in fome Chriftian dutiestgrowne into 
a further di (acquaintance and eftrangement from God; 
deepelier fonke,perhaps, into fome finfull focicci?, and fen- 

saSus moulis conformities with rpenpfthis World.
conGpcrarurj ter. Some aftions, I confeile, and undertakings in their owne 
ticnV™ ar|d in refpeft of the objeft,a as rhe Schoole-men
forpturex folo fpeake;are indifferent:butcloathed with circumftances: and 
cirwmG wiiis'*.' individuated by the aftuall .working of a particular Agent, 
vchi.secundutn are not fo, but necefftrily become morally good or evil], to 
forX^obj’ao the doer. And therefore the afiertion ofb Catarinas in the 

Councellof Trent, to this purpofe, was confonant co the 
iori te’^ns. & opinion efthegroaterpart ofthec SchooIe-men.Ez/erjip^rZi·. 
hujurmodi. Pri .
mo modocontingit dan hSum indiff rentem, qui neceit bonus, nee mal< See See Durand. z.DtJi. 
40.0.1 .It may καί veil be denied, that all aft ion i eof men indued with the Hfe of reafcn, aregenertllj ei­
ther £o:d or evdl· Moorer lib 2.Seb}.8 of Ecclcf^n, P.qIi tee. b Hif-of the faunc. of Trent. fa&.ipb· 
cThom. I fecund* ^ueft. j 8 Άιΐ. 9. Nullus in divid >al is a&nscH indi^erens ^Iber.-z.dif.^o. ar. 41 
o^rid.Z.Oif. 4^ z.Rickar. z/Difi,40.*r. l.y ^.Dur. j.Dij?.40 η. See alfo EuflathtwTraff,de 
aQ Hum λ q j.Aftinnes human he^ conGdcrantur :i.VeH ecundum {peciem,& insfiu Ggm- 
rn.Sic aJmrrtiintiirquidem ad 5 humani iccundum fc&cxnaiura fua Kid.tfercr.tes. a.yd fccun- 
dumindyiiuum, U rchit in aflucxciiko.Ei βς nulla: humans aSioncifunt in differ ernes,

cuLif 
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rnlar ntfion3 laid he3itgood or ewill, neither it there to be found 
my »ne indifferent; hee meanes in the Angular and aftuall ex­
igence jin the generall there may. Recreation is of it felfe, 
and in itsowne nature indifferentjbutdrawneinto existence 
and exercife, put in praftife,and put ring on circumftances, it 
will ever become unto thee either finfull, or fanftified. If 
teftified by ibme rules as I have formerly delivered for that 
purpoie5 it may prove comfortable; but itaind with pro­
phane company j a fenfuali end,immoderate delight, no ne- 
ceflitie in refpeft of weariednefle of body, or tirednefle of 
minds, vaine expence of precious time due to holy duties, 
or difeharge of our Calling, it may prove curled. It is id alfo 
inthe prefent point ofvifitations.

2. Although the Apoftle, 1 Cor. 10.27. in thefe words'; 
.Andye he diffofed iogo«]feemes to intimate, that it is not ut­
terly and abfolutely unlawfull, uponany occafion for a Chri-- 
ftian, efpecially ifinvited,to vifire an irreligious martjyetlet 
□one who defires to preferve peaceat home in his owne bo- 
fcme, prefiime hereupon to plunge himfelfe hand over-head· 
into any unwarrantable engagements and correfpondencies 
with worldly men; or build hence a licentious conceit ofany 
allowance to eommunicate himielfe promifcuoufly with fa­
miliarity or content,either by way ofinvi lation or vification 
to all commers,all company .It is a foule figne ofa falfehearr, 
and a fellow, that at length wilkercainely fall away; to cxj 
peft, entertainejand enjoy with equall [ acience and delight 
the Worlds Favorites, and Gods friends ; tobeasepen- 
bearted, open-handed, andopen-houted to a good-fellow, 
as to a gracious man. Every true-hearted Naihaneel rightly 
informed, and well advifed,cannot chufe bu-t apprehend,ac­
knowledge and feele a vaftand unvaluable difference, bc- 
tweenethe fweete heavenly communion,and confident com­
munication of heart-iecrets, with faichfull fruitfulf Chriftb- 
ans ;and the irkefomeintrufionsjvexingjvaine-glorious te- 
dioufnefle, and frothy conference of carnall men. If any of 
Gods children therefore, at any time bedifpofed to take any 
allowance and encouragement from this place, to invite, or 

vifit 
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vibce, knowne enemies to the puritieef R.eljgion,or power 
of godlinefle1· let him call his eye al fo upon thofe cafes and 
cautions,which may make it comfOrtable;They;are inch as 
thefe: i .Their fibrations. 2. Thyownefafecy.

1. Forthefirft, be fure to propofe unto thy felfetheir 
fpirituall good, as thine onely aime, or at leaft, principall 
end; and in the fincerkieand finglenefle: of thine heart, co 
feeke indeedethe falvation of their foules. Weebave'G^ri/t 

him ielfe a precedent in this cafe, A/atth. 9.10.11.12. 
Hee fiiffered with patience, Publicans and fanners to prefle 
into his company, and did eave anddrinke with, them, upon 
purpofe, to healetheir foule sj .and hclpe. them ourof Helb 
Buc his pure and facred foule. was endowed with an infinite, 
impoffibilitie of receiving any couch, or taint Ure froin thofe 
wicked Ones, with, whom he converted; whereas wormes 
and wretches that wears / if. We watch not extraordinarily, 
and-ftaed, Hourly uponOurgLurd/.vye are farre liklier to be 
perverted by them, than they converted by u&i And there» 
fore at.fuch times it concernes us much,‘to recolleft and 
quicken up all the powersof our foules,and fpirituall forces^ 
withfpcialladdrefle and resolution to preferveand vindi­
cate; all we can, the honour, truth, and fervants cf God from 
allftaine, difparagement and unworthy cenfurc. Let usk- 
hour and looke to bring as much witedome and courage to 

. confront and countermine; a· the Devills Proftors, cunning 
andmalice7to undermine and affront iheKingdome ofCbrifi 
lefw, and glory of Chdilianity. It is lawfull and laudable 
for the Phificionsof the body,to vifire fomecimes fuch pati­
ents,  as are infefted with contagious difeafes;to cure and re­
cover them: fo that according ro the Rules of their Art,they 
arme themfelves with prefervatives and counterpoyfons, to 
prevent and repell the noyfomnefleof.rhe.aire, and noxious 
vapours/o it may not'proveunfeafonable for fpirituall Phy- 
ficionsjto he drawn fbmetimes out ofa defire ofdoinggood, 
into the company of thofe, who are wofull yover-run with 
the leprofie of fin,and have,as ic were,the plague-fore offcan- 

Jalous life tunning upon them; fo that they be fore-armed
- ’ ' with 
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vvidi prayer, premedication, wacchfulneflej &c. to purifie 
and preferve their owne foules from fpirituali infeftion.

α. Secondly, in cafe of chine owne fifetie; but id, that 
info,doing, thy fincere heart be notconfeious unco it felfe, 
of (lavifii diftruft, falie feares, prejudice of Gods provi- 
dence,reliance upon the armeoffleih,&c. Butthat it appre­
hend and approve upon good ground, and outof an holy 
wifedome, the prefent occafion,whether ofinvicadon or vi= 
fiction, as a comfortable meanes offered by Gods good 
hand to mitigate the malice, and mollihe the hearts of thofe 
which might doe thee a mi (chiefc.lt, was the faying of a wife 
naan,that hee would rather have a Dogge tofawne upon 
him than barke at him ; and barke at him onely, than bire 
him. Wherebyhee intimated thusmuch, aslconceived; 
that Gods Childrenihould'Hot out ofanauftere, ibwre un­
warrantable retiredneffe, exafperate and enrage unnecefla- 
rily the too much already alienated affeftions of the contra­
ry minded; but fo farreas they may, without wound of 
ton(cience,ftaine of their innocen cy,or imputation offpiri- 
tuallcowardlineffe, obferve them with fnch common offices 
of humanity, which may dif-in fierce and keepe them,: if not 
hearty friends, yetatleaft (which in thefe corrupted and 
angry times wee hold a degree ofhappinefle) moderate and 
ingenuous enemies. Ipar may be an infiance in thisfecond 
cafe,whofora more confident fecuriDgofbimfeIfe,and com­
fortable fetling of his peace, invited Abinekclo and his fol­
lowers to a Feaftj Gen.26.30. To the fame putpofe Ijcob 
fem a preferic to Efau^Gemf. 31.20. and promifed to vi=> - 
lie him at Seir, Gemfaj. 14. But now at fuch times, and 
in fiich company, thou hadft-needput oaagreardeale of 
courage and patience, wifedome and .watchfulneffe; and 
warily decline two obvious errours,&-dangerous extremes;' 
furious zeale, and faint-hearted filence; of which fee before, 
pag.H9.

3. Doe not fo diftfine thy worth and worthy hopes · 
di (cover not inch extreme weakeneile andtruebafeneffe cf 
rainde:referable notfo.neere thefearefull f^y of obnoxi-

e Ol'.S 5
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ousand vaine-glorious worldlings; as to iiiffer the eye and 
excellencie of thine heavenly Spirit to be any whit dazeled 
or dulled with formall affected gl iftering of outward glory; 
as Eobunt with fawning terroir, after the tranfitory favour 
ofwordly.greatnefle, to adore wort’nkfle Magnificoes,and 
the worlds Minions with undeferved flatreringatcributions; 
and with ambitious affe&ion, to contend for their counte­
nance and uncomfortable correiponderc? with them. The 
gteateft man without vertue and grace, though never fo 
glorioufly enriched with humane felicities, is but as a dead 
carkafle hung oyer with jdwels; a very ipe&acle of cbmmife- 
ration,to every fpirituall eye; even as that body is, which 
adorned with a goodly feature, and many other admirable 
beauties, yet wanreth eyeTfight, the comfort ©f life; where­
by it wslkes in perpetual! darkenefl'e anddefperate idanger. 
Goodnefle, though attended with contempt 2nd difgrace,is 
incomparably more amiable in’ the eye'of anhoneft Cato· 
much more of an holy.Chriftian, thanall the vaine-glorious

. boifterous.reprefentations ofany greatnefle or pompe. Me­
morable and remarkeable to this purpofe, w^s the-magnahi- 
miiie and refolution. of that holy . Prophet,' zKing^x^. 
At tbeJjord ofhofts live th, before whomI Surely mrt 
it not that I regard the prefence of lehofaphat the King of Ju· 
dab, I would not lookc toward thee, nor fee thee. Miferable 
then isthevanitie and vaine-glorious llavery of liichaS with 
great eagernefle and impotencyhunt fo ambitiouflyafrerhigh 
dependance,and hold it a flrange happineffe to infinuate into 
the bofome of the worlds Favorites? though itbebybafe- 
nefle, bribery, an univerfall obiequioufnefle^and vile accom- 
modations.They, many times with yaanting intimational- 
fo to others',proudly applaud and pleafe themfelves for their 
acceffe, countenance, and enterrainement with great men? 
as though it argued in them fome rare extraordinary Effici­
ency and worth: when as perhapsic is their owne flattering 
iufinuationsand intrufion? theirinftrumentallagencieand 

•imploymentiniome ill offices, lewd iervices, which brings 
.rheiu.into,iuch requefland acceptation.·But fuchknow,



itisathoufand times more comfort atid true credit to be re­
reived with Chriftian love and armes ofgiace, into the heart 
and affeftions of a good man; than to be eutertatned with 
greateft bravery and worldly applaufe, intograceandfavour 
with the greateft graceleffe One upon earth. For alas, when 
a man hath done all he can to pleafe the humour oi ungodly 
great Ones, by anunconicionable iatisfa&ion cf their cat­
nail defires; and to gratifiethem, hath unhappily grieved his 
owue conference; hee can at laft, when Gods dreadfull visi­
tation and flaming vengeance fhall feize upon him forthat 
finne, looke for no better reward and reply, than that cold 
comfort and cutting anfwer, which Judin in the extremitie 
of his anguifh and horrour received from the high Priefts 
and Elders, .Jdatth. 27.4. That curfed man came unto them, 
ready, out of the rage of his vexed confcience, to teare bis 
traiterous heart out of his body with his owne bloudy hands, 
and threw the thirty peeces offilver amongft them,and cried 
out, I have fnned3 ia that I have betrayed the innocent bicod. 
But what recompence doe they returnefor his imployment 
in villany, to ferve their turne? Their reply is, What it that io 
w > See dim to that. And fuch a manfhall certainely in the 
day of diftrefle, £be inforced to take up fome rufuli com­
plaint,proportionable to Wolfyef heavy groane; Had Ibetne 
a careful! to ferve the God of Heaven^ et my tirtat AdaHer on 
earth, Hee had never left met in gray han et. -And wee fee 
in the meane time, favour is deceiifull and tranfitory even in 
private men; much more in great perlbpages:The volubility *' 
ofwhofe nature is fooneglutted-3and veryvariable for kinds 
offatisfaftion, A thoufand experiences in all Stories and 
times teachusjhow irregular, and many times retrograde the 
revolutions ofhigheft favours runne.· They have their pa- 
roxy fines and declinations, and ever at length their moft ccr- - 
taine expiration and everlafting period. ■

But on the other fide,conicioufn:iE: of having held an uu- 
fained fruitfull correfpondence and communion with Gods 
people;theonely excellent Ones3 by all neareftand deateft *r ’ 
engagements and obligations of a profitable and comfort- ■ 

able'··:
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• able fellowihip in thpGofpell, and mutuall enrercourfe of 
godly conference, heavenly counfell, fpirituali encourage­
ments, confideracion one of another, confirmation ofgrace, 
and well-grounded teflification of meeting together in hea­
ven, will incomparably more refreih the trembling heart of 
adyingman,thanifheebad beene crowned all his life long 
with the imperiall glory ofall earthly kingdomes. And in 
the meane time there is nothiog.in the world to be admired, 
but the illuftriousfplendourof heavenly graces,, (hed and 
ihining from Gods mercifull Throne, by his fa notifying Spi­
rit, into the foules ofthe Saints. Neither, any thing fo to be 
defired, no fuch prerogative and Paradife in this vale of 
teares; as a mutuall communicating of their divine bright- 
tieile,and the fweete joy ilfaing thence, a very glimpie and 
earneft of everlafting glory, to the humble hearts one of an-
ether» ., o

' 4. When thou vifiteft others,or thy felfe inviteft them; 
mVp nnMrt* prpr hpfnrptand u/*rh nnnfVnaH and ihprulltake notice ever beforehand, with as^unftuall and fpeciall 

•furvey, as thou canft poifioly, ofcheir humom^dUpofiti- 
ons,carriages, opinions, and behaviourjjand thereupon ppe- 
meditate and prepare convenient and ieafonablc rearer; 
whereby thou maift more faces (lively addreffe and apply 
thy felfe withall meekenefle of wifedome and patientdif- 
cretion, to infinuate, interpofe, urgue/aniwer, reproove,

■ reply, a nd fo demesne thy felfe in thy whole difcourfe, that 
through thy default, neither the glory of God, the honour, 
ofhis Truth, the reputation of Chriftianhie, or ibineewne 
confcience,receive any indignity, difgrace, diminution or 
wound. Would Chriftians take this counfell, hold thia 
courfe ; they would at fuch times, not fo often depart with 
fpiritualidifeontenr,and fo fmitten with conic ioufnefle af­
terward of their filence, omiiTions,cowardlinefle, and unpro- 
fitablenefle in company. For want of care and confcience 

■ in this point, country people meete many times in their 
Conventicles of good fellowihip, at Ale-houfes,Bake-hou- 
fes,GoiTtppings,as they call them, &c, as at a common Mart 

. of Tale-telling, back-by ting, difgtacing their neighbours, 
. wg^g 



>9?comfortable walking with God.

raging againft Profcifors, iawcily ahd unicaionably-mcd- 
ling wicl], -and miicenfaring other.mens mittersj yeaB arid 
would ypu chfnke it, Gomctimcs cven“higheft Miseries of 
State ; reviling the Miniftery, efpecially. if managed with 
manifeftation ofthe Spirit,and an holy impatiency, to fee the 
de vill, domincere and rcveUit.inthc blood· of the peoples 
foules ^without contradiction; When they come’together 
at fuch timesf every one openehisipacke of tales; 'for i have 
told, you heretpforc, that-a Tale-bearer is compared to
3 Pedler, as the-word-in theoriginall clecrely intimates, who Α·'»··»χ·» 
haying furniihed himfelfe, and filled his packcwifh varietie 
of periling apd ipetty,ftuffes, trots up and downe-for vent 
Tram houletohoufe,wherche findesbeft cuftome andfpeci-pngn’^^ 
all entertainement: I fay,at fuch meetings, it is their manner 
to ppen every Qpe. his packe of 'falfcand Glanderous tales ; 
which they, have raked and. fcraped together by- their owne 
malicious, fur,miles, ■ liftings,iwhi^cringsj'pr^maticall in- 
quiGliypnefle into.otherm.ens bufineffes,’ or fome odde’ldle 
lntel^gqrtc-ers,whom they , entertaine for that purpofc; and 
t^rg-out of an itching humor rof talkativenefleand tattlingB 
they lay abroad tech· rotten .wares, to the etnpoyfoning-of 
th^ care§.of thofe thatheare them, \thedefaming of their brd- 
threnjFarrebmertban themfelves, and certaine remOnftn- 
tionco their owneconferences,'that they areas yet the chib 
dren,of thedevilLthc father of iiesarid'flandcrs, and have of 
him alreadyjcarned the .very language bfhelE 'Were inch 
meetings minglcdrandfeaioned with gracious < talke (anddl 
eur talkc-ought alvf^e/yta be with. graCti Golbf?^. 6.) with 
holy conferences, andhelping one another· towards heaven; 
with planting and preferving Chriftian live, and kinde af- 
feftions one,towards another,oit were anhappy thing·; but 
while there is ;nothing but ribald and Gotten communica­
tion,’fowing many times muchieede ofbitterniffc and heart­
burning againft their brethren^ hrthe cares’of one another, 
and a curfed iacrificc, as it were; Of fpitefull and Glanderous 
tongncsroffercd up unto Satan; fuch miferablc meetings are 
Gitter far sans,hthen ProMbrs.of  Religion-· for the ebnfi-

Q fl°rK
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fiory of hell, then for the communion of Saints. Neither are 
higher places and great Fcafts free from fuch froth dnd trani- 
cendent viHanies of the tongue : Bccauic there the mod 
hold it a point, of precifenefl'c, to make conference of their 
conference, fay to themfelves, Our lips arc ourowm, who» 
Lordover w * Pfalj 2.4. labour more-to ftlrnifh themfelve’s 
before-hand with comptementall phrafes, formes of flattery, 
flouriihesof wib varietic of:jefts, and other vaine-glorious 
©dentations of courtly ornaments, then with any one word 
ofthe Word of God,; world to come, or the way tobeayen. 
They,! fay,. therefore,5 too often unworthily diihonour fuch ( 
meetings with much unnabJeidcportmcnt in their difeourie, 
Betides other deformities and indignities, how fcldome fhall 
we finde great Tables and folemne Feafts, without thatcur- 
fed Mitfickt,mentioned,' Lament· 3. 63 f But oh, howinip 
nicely unworthy is it a man of honour- and worth, to iuffet 
.with patience,any coguiftiFidler, (curriH lefter,· of ftignia* 
ticallfonn? ©f Belial, to uH foule upon thofe men, thetruofl 
Nobles upon earth,Pfal. 16.3, Of whom, and thetimeisat 
hand, even the praudcRnfthem all, repenting and groning 
for. anguiih.Ofjfpirjty?will fay^.nay with hideous veilings 
roare out l-Thefe were they ,whomwe hadi ftmetimies^in dmpoii, 
and afroverbe of-rfproash, W/faoles recounted their life mid- 
nefe, and their end to bee without honour ·, but how are thif MW 
numbred among ft the children of God, and their lot is amoncthe 
Jft^nts I Jjherifote have Tn.ee etred from· th^ttaj of .Trinh, drt. 
Where is flow;·the 1 bravery; and-pompe oF bur’ high places? 
thc.carrhyJ^yadUt o£ouy deareft· pleafures?’the Rofc budsj 
with which we crowned ourfclvcsm die fpringof ouryouth?

.They are all wjiheted, vanilhed, and come-ro nothing ; they 
• are puffed; away.lifee a ihadow, ias the remembrance .of a . 
gueftlha,<t?7ie^b0ii^.dayijJnayjiasa‘Poaft thiv haftedby·

j-hus jju-’W&h !17·*·
II-I. Concerning natural!· aftions as: tritat^Sdriuki, 

fleepe,&cj fbail notfay much.Forwerett’nor,· ihitthrough 
the.curle ot nature, twe Wo^illy.bcfor.evcn comniofi; fenfc, 
an^jntawje our;^e^pn wiihfdEDiiiality- and- wifiull blind-
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neflc; evcry<n»n might bee a rule unco himfelfe, for tem- 
pcrancc, and moderation this way. Hence that proveibe 
hath its probability, €vey.nianis either a fooh or a Pbjficion. 
Either he hath learnt by(manifold experiencc(arid observation 
ofthe Hate, exigency and ability of his owne body; what fea- 
fons and proportions of fuch naturall h?lpes may be fitteft for 
his temperament and conftitution;or clfe he is melt unworthy 
of that noble thing,an underilanding foule, which hee beares 
ip his bofome, . . . >1 ' 1 ’

‘ For the firlt>. Gluttony,ifulnefle of bread, ohebf Sodoms Ε«Λ.ιί.ο. 
fins; which as the Schoolemen fay outoP G«^,confi(ls in 
thefe five points: 1. In an over-burdening of natuic with «ρηγ nos mo- 
new matter,and more meace, before the perfeftion and peri. tC“ut*Aiiq“rn- 
od of concoftio.i have raifed a kindly.appttite.■ 2. In a curi- do namquemdi- 
ous hunting after coftlinefle, varictic and; daintiheflc offaie. r<-n”or* 

In a luxurious aftc&ation of too much Art,and exait neflc 
genuz tenipm 
przvcoit. ali- , 
qujndo vCrO
tempos nan prZ- 
venit ; fed cibbs 
hutiorcs qusrit;
□hquindo,qus
Gnnenda iant

in drefilng and preparing it 4. In excefle and immodera­
tion in refped of the quantity. 5. In a ienfuil! fury of the 
appetite after goodcheerc. I fay, this unmanly mohfter and   
Tyrant of the belly, as Chryfo^omecalls it, doth· at this day_______«<*-
raigne as generally, and cry as loud, as any finne I cart Upon e,,
the iuddaine remember lb little contradiftcd. ("And yet there
are many fop Ie and fcarlet abominations, contempt ofgodli- ricongruit'ffti 
nefle,unworthy cpmming to the Sacrament, ufury, idlenefle,
many hateftill bakes and entifements?to.luft; las nakednefle rm^odcraw 
ofbreils and wrifts, abhorred filth 1 painted Macc», filfe 
c‘ haire,monflrous fafhions, &c. which arenot taken to heart vcU, & 
in any proportion to their execrablenefle; againft which, usdtquodddi-

J Γ r > s J dcuc& umcn ·,
jl - ' f ‘ * ipfo z/ln im-

menfi leHHcrii deterfiils pcccar.Pr^prcpcrcJaut^nimis arJent?r3ftudiofe b Quid Fidt in facie Chu- 
ftianz purpuriffns,&r cfrufTa? Quorum aircram riiborem genarum, labiorumque menttOir j alteruns 
candorem oris,& coHijgais juvemim, fomenta hbidinum, impudicz mentis indicia. Qjiomodo flare 
pated uro yeccacisruis.qnr iacrymis cutem nudac, & fiilcos ducicjn facie? Qua fidticia erigit ad ces­
ium VultUS5quos Conditor non agnafcio? Hierau.aj Furiamefe ft&rn vidu*b,Epift .14. <j, ‘
55, c Aud4ciconacu&faerilego cunremptu crines tuns inficis, malp przfagio fu euro rum, capillos 

■jbm cibi flammcos lufpicaris-- Non inctuis oro quz calii es, ne cum refiirrcdtioius dies venerkt Ar- 
tifex tuns te n >n rccognofcar, & ad Cua premia & prumifla vetiicnrefn, removeac & cxchidac ? ta- 
crepans vigorc ccnfori^&Iudicis dicat : Opus hocmeum noneftjnec; imago hicnoftra eftjcutcmfa!- 
fo mcdiciminc poHuifti, crincm adulrero colorc mutafti. expugnata eft mcndaciy/acics, figura cor-, 
rupra eft. vultus alienus eft,Deum vidcre non porcrlsquando oculi tibi non funt, quos Dew fackj Ui 

jjws D wb olus infccic. Cjpiw/De Bi/cifr. ,
O 2 Pulpits



t$£ - Generali direCtions fir a

Pulpits ire too Client, and the times digeft without any great 
remorle and reclamation.,)

We lift up our Voices lowd againft dr unkcnhefle, and it is 
high time.; fordt gro wes towards andugh tide, and threatens, 
Without timely and reidute oppcfition, a, lamentable inunda­
tion to the whole Kingdome. Whereashis fellow foule fiend, 
gluttonous revelling cates up Gods creatures with abomi­
nable exceffe,farre more nnobfcrvedly and unceniured > and 
yet it is a worke of darkenefl'e, and damnes as well as drun- 
kenneffe.R0m.13. ij-.Gal. 5. at. nay,' and that moredange- 
rouffy, becaufe more infenfibly- To preserve thee faire and 
frec^iot onely from, wallowing in this bcaftly finne, which is 
proper to ΐιΛβΙτ,όπι even from any touch and all appearance 
offtake notice,; Nayj-tofirethemoft ravenous fenfualiftout 
of thisiwiniih filth,let himalfo confider;

1. Firft, Thar even that finfull fuperrluitie, by which hee . 
flayeth his owne body (For by furfeiting, faith the Wife ι»αη3 
bavemmj pe/fbed) might very comfortably revive the hun­
gry faintings,andifuftaine the languiihiwg life oH many made , 
of the fame mould, andifarrc better then himfelfe. So that, 

ftiSw.undo «-■ upon the matter!, there is,as it were a double murder. How 
then are fitch good creatures of God fanftified by Word and 

fraue" ωο5*Γ° Prayer’ t Tim-4.5. toTuch luxurious Fratricides, unmercifully 
pnrtisse fiiade-mindleffeof Ifephs afflidionsS or how doe they eats to the 
fraudat. Nofi glory, of God ? 1 Cor, to. $1.
^ndi^en^" a. Whereas thou mighteft enjoy an adive, able, health- 

‘ ^1·’ 3Π^ lightfame, c body s which is an happineffe to bee
c5«>«λuf^d,prizedabovt gold3 rishiJ, infinite wealth· By thine intempc= 

rancy cb>s way, thoufilleft ir with crudities, rheumes, ob- 
/.^t’^^rf/.flrudionSidilttllattons, andmany γν°ί«Π ( diftempers, The .

1 have inevayer^n ' *·
health. Ilfayit it farther tepettedof him,thrt btieederder of diet, beefexpedthe plague ae ^frhmtnnet < 
^•jdingthe [Uy.wibeumfan-itftbe.ufea d-.tvhereM the. reeuefi part cf th/ Ctrjwat ccnfnmed Haven 
of health ch. 24}GaleurepnteihefhimfiiPeWlt 5.cap.). De iat it.tncnrl That after li.yenteiof.ige (mH 
helived,at SiponViuvTfnferA, 1 hi.yearet, and diedenely.ih'ough feebtenejje of nature) he was neveririned 
ttith any fickpejle, except tile fud^e ef a Tnerefcnedaj. 't\xxvhitri,le>'KeTeehiefly, 1. Ifevn terete 
anddrinke hit fit I 2; ^evet re eaieanfr/tip thing p. 3. To have alteayel. feme- f^iet fmourabont him. The pre· 
firvattm. cfhenlttfi uteri(e from iheTaHr ^irhr.n appetite .Hypncta,Ep:(i.Seft.4.Aph. 20 Temrv menfa 

» lanita:is matct.thtf^ Uom.^.adpop.^datiaeh fPedum dolorev, & enpitisgravedinev. S.· vertigjner, 
3e.manuumcrncrariU,S!aemorc<,8t remitlione». Statijuatus, Λ hingi fehres, & irtuofa;, & alia his » 
muhoplura non cxindigcntia,|'atcoqucvifiu,fcJ <x ctapnl^&faturitatc nafciWcnt,CXry/«y?.iW.

pains
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painei ofwatehing, and chokr, and pang! of the belly, are nithan 
insatiable man, faith the Wife man. Many a one complaines 
of his head, for lending downe io much rheume, the mother 
of all maladies. But1 the head might well aniwer as one 
faies wittily, Define fimdere dr ego definam flnere; Be thou fi­
ber in powring downe, and I will be fparing in dropping downe. 
Doenotthoudiftemper withexcefle, and I willdiftillleffe 
The ftomacke furcharged above the fphere of its afti- 
vitie, as they lay, and power of natural! heate, by immo­
derate cramming or heaping upon it more meate, before 
ihe former be concofted; like a fire beginning to burne, 
Soaden with greene wood, engenders manyfinoaky cloudse 
as it were, of raw fuperfluous fumes; which amending into 
die braine,and refol ved by the coldnefle thereof, as vapours 

. in the middle region in the aire, raine do wne in to the body 
abundance of rheume, the lource of all ikknefles, diften»- 
pers and difeaies; gouts,dropfies, aches, confumptions, pal - 
lies, and other innumerable maladies. As therefore thou 
wouldeft not with a dram ofiwinifli 8 pleafures purchafe a4 voiuptaiqui- ’ 
pound of exquifitc paine, rife ftill from the table with anpcmid6ut,."“f' r 'que pervemt, α
appetite. hnguamirtmpofS

3. Conti nuance oflife, is a deare indulgence from God, 
aad to be highly prized; both ofthe unregenerate, that heefirnilis cffilli. 4. 
may yet repent and make his peacewith God, before the pi
of deftruftion hath Ihut her mouth irrecoverably upon him; ra mde forens, & 
and alio of the Chriftian,that hemay'doemore nobly yet,
make his eleftion yet furer, with fuller conquefl trample iimiiennfieque- 
upon his bo fome luft, and body of death; grow into a neerer -*»«·«»**·- 
fellowfhip and communion with his God; andlooke backepuji & rpintus 
upon as much time as he can poftibly get; fpent fincerdy in 
his lervice, before helookehis Captaine Chrifi lefmin the 
face;who hath fo dearely bought him,and will fo glorioufly 
crownehim. Now this foule eicefie and fulnefle of feeding 
robs us of this Jewell before our time,& fhorteneth yet more 
our already (hort fpanne of living in the world. He that die- 
teth himfelfe, prolonged hie life, faith the Wifeman. Therefore 
it followes by a confequence ofcontrariety jhe that is greedy

O 3 npoB
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upon tueates, puts a knife unto his throate. Where­
upon , faith one,many by over-much earing, and continual! 
feafts.ftifle Nature, andchoake up themfelves; which had 
sheyfed courfely,orlike Gally-lhves beene tied to an oare, 
might have happily prolonged many-faireyeares. And a 
noble learned Knight inquiring the caufe of our (hort- 
livednefle in thefe laft times, in refpect of former9 renders 
filch reafons as thefe:

I. The tender bringing up of childrens firft fed and noa- 
rriihpd with the milke of a ftrange Dug; an unnatural! curio- 
fide having taught all women ( but the Begger) to finds 
out Nuties, which neceftide onely ought to commend un- 
ϊο them,

2. The hafty marriages in tender yeerss, wherein Nature 
being but yet greene and growing, we res t from her,and re« 
plant her branches,while her felfe hath not yet any rootefuf- 
ficient to maintains her owne top: and fuch halfe ripe feedss 

; (for the moft part) in their growing up, wither in the bud, 
waxe old even in their infancy,

3. But above all things, the exceeding luxurioufnefleof 
this gluttonous age, wherein wee prefle Nature with over 
waigbty burdens, and finding her ftiength- defaftive, 
we take the worke out of her hands, and commit it to the 
artificial! helpe of Sacke, Tobacco, ftrong Waters,hot Spi­
ces,provoking Sawcqs, &c. As thou wouldeft then not a- 
bridge thy dayes, and be guilty of thine owne untimely 
death, doe not gormandize,

S Neverany ra?Q t0 hisW> did nobly in any 
proCaie.^/.»/«kinde, or ever performed any great worke; but ordinarily 

prooves a iwiniftiidle unprofitable burden of the earth 5 and 
m hath his foule onely,as they fay, for * fait to keepe his body 

^rom Putr^a(^on-The excellency and a&ivicy of the foule is 
αΝώϊΐοβϋηιΛ quite dampt,and utterly difabled from alldeepe and divi- 

contemplations, from all noble atchieveroents andito- 
swn deficiu fe-ployments of weight by the burthenfomeTulnefle and’dul· 
λ°Μ<’ ^-^ neffeofa gluttonous body. Wee can never looke for great 

matters from that man,.which better xelliihech fweetfawces, 
than i
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than in the fweetnefle of doing vertuouily; and hatha better 
plate than braine. ΑΠ the greateft perfonagesof the World, 
and thofe that have excelled any way, either in managing af­
faires of Klngdomes, warlike exploits, heavenly, naturall, 
morall or manuall skill, &c. have beene fober. Even amongfl: 
the very Heathens, as CytW} Caper, the Romane Curii and 
FMtii,moi:e ennobled and renowned for their frugality, 
than famous vi&ories. But now on the contrary, the moft 
execrable monfters for villany,cruelty,luxury,unnaturall ira- 
putitie that ever lived, have beene gluttons, asthebSodo“[,Bieih 
mites, c Caligulat &c. As therefore thou wouldeft notcLuxusfuitpor- 
drowne, and dull the powersof thy foule in the fo11ifhndie “"^1“ 
of fuch dung-hill exceffe: but have them at command for the auracos

‘ ready exercife and improvement of their beft abilities, attime Su,,‘B· 
0fneed,and for a comfortable difcharge of both thy Cal- 
tings·,entemoderately.Sostndfoeepecornmeth of moderate eatings 
faith che Wile man, bee rifeth earelj, and his wits are with him· 
to wit,able, a&ive, and ftrong for any undertaking. For as 
the foule ought not with carking thoughtfulnefle, falfe 
feares, unneceflary dejeiiiomto afRift-and wafle the body:fo 
neither ought che body by any fenfuall indulgence and in- 
temperancy,to weaken andemafculatethc foule: but both 
body and foule ihould ferve one another in fobriety and mo­
deration 5 that the whole man may be more fufficiently and 
chearefully ferviceable to him thaccreated· both body and 
foulefor thatpurpofe.

5. The very Heathens by the light of reafon, did abomi­
nate with much morall indignation, the fuperfluous vanity 
and curiofities of this fwinifh finne. A Bull, faith d Seneca, 
will befild with a paftureofafew Acres; one Forreft will P»r«i’imp!ear: 
fuffice many Elephants. But fcarce the Aire with all berpi?
Fowle,the Sea with all her fiffi,the Earth wi th all her rootes, iufficitjwm» tc; 
and riches, will fatisfie the infatiable Gut of a gluttonous j
Epicure, And therefore, faith he, wemy well ranke and reckon {

estibmifHcaa-
tur miiacula Avium,ionginqui msrispifees alien, temporis poma,:E(livsnivis. HiLcrnz role. Hos 
ntr.es itaque ventri obedicntcs^nimsliumloso numctcmus,non homiaum iquoCdam verb «<*- 
suliam quidcm,fcd inoiruom.n.

O 4 men
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men given to the belly, amongft bruit beaftr, not reasonable crea. 
tures^ nay, fame of them mt Jo much at amongft living creature, 
but rather loaib/bmc.dead'carrionr.

Now in a fecond place, concerning exceffe in drinkejtis 
not pofTible/hac any who hath given his name to the purity 
and power of godlinefle would plunge hitnielf into the bate- 

tbrieus enim full and abhorred dungeon of drunkennefle, which dtiflin 
compares to the pit of Hell. In Head therefore ofpurfuing 

izm. i j i. this fould Fiend,the proper familiar of the fonnes of Belial.l'
will fpend a word or two about Heakhing; to which, per­
haps, at fometimes,in fome company,thou art tempted with 
muchicornefull importunity; but after troubled in cold 

Mi^i-M^'^bloodforbavingfo  conformed to the fafliion of the World, 
And leftoppofition to this exorbitant humour ofthe time?, 

.j.. * (^Quid be charged with too much precifeneffe and noveltie;
I will onely at this time in this point,acquaint you with the 
judgement, zeale and noble indignation of the ancient Do- 
ftors both ofthe Eaft and Weft Churches againft it.

Many foule iinnesare there in thefe laft and worft dayes; 
whichelder times wereexceedingly angry with,andall fitted 
learning abominates,and yet I know not how, are fo tranf- 
formed,and incorporated into the affections and approbati­
on ofthe prefent times, that they rather goe in theefteeme 
ofthe moft, for honeft recreations, Gentleman-like (ports, 
iolerable trades, trifles not to be taken notice of, Prodigi­
ous impudence ’ that for workes of darkenefle, andSatans 
fervices, as they are indeed. Such as Stage-playes, mixt dan­
cing,dicing,officiouslyes,paintingof faces,£tliehaire,uiurys 
heakhing, &c. thefeand the like, areatthisday fo painted 
over with fenfuall dawbing,and ftreinesof wit jib prevalent 
in mens affections, fo impatient ofcontradi&ion, foraging 
againft any talke of reformation, and flickered under the 
wings of good fellowlhip; that the Minifter which meddles 
withthem, fhall twenty to one,be ipfofatfo a ranke Puritan. 
Againft the reft I have upon· other occafions difeharged the 
Ordinance of Antiquity ;Heare at this time what the Fathers 
lay againft Heakhing,
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/Ww/ipowresout himfelfe in a mighty torrent ofia- 
cred eloquence, with much power and holy indignation a- 
gainft the Healtbers of his time; as you may fee in divers 
Chapters of his Booked? Helia, & jeftniozhis ij.Chapteris 
intituled, De Pottc ad aqttaler calices .'Ofdrinking Hcalches.In 
the i8.Chapterhebrings them in thus, in their fwaggering 
humour: Let va drinks fay they, to the health of the Emperoxr, Cibamu;, inqui, 
and whomever fedgetb not his healtht let him be abnoxious and «i'w 
ζ/iHtie in point of devotion. Higheft prophaneneffe 1 Hatefull qui non Meric,fit 
impietiel Shall an honeft fober man, and faithfull fubjs&3 ν"**Μο?οή 
who loves the King dearlier than his owne hearts blood,and amare imPc.-,to- 
would willingly both out of courage and confidence,powre bibcl5·
it out if neede require,for the preiervationofhis perfonjbe-»'· 
fades prayer for him in the Houle of God, and in his family 
makes confidence of iolliciting the Throne of Grace or­
dinarily twice or thrice a day in private,with hearcineffe and 
fervency forchiefeft andchoifeft bleilmgs upon his foule, 
bodyjgovernement.-pofteritie^c.and if any inconvenient and 
difcontented thought offer it ielfe,repeIJs it as a diabolical! 
temptation? I (ay; Shall fuch an one, onely becaufe he dares 
not give his name by revealing, to that curled catalogue of 
iarmll condemned workes, Gj!.^ 21,1 Pet.4. 5. nor con» ■ 
forme to the exorbitant riotous humours ofthe time, left he 
wound bis confidence, and weaken his power co pray for 
him, be queftioned about bis good intentions, and well- 
wilhing to the King ? And fltall a fwaggering Gallant emp­
ty many times of all reall worth, and truly noble parts; one­
ly audacious enough to expoie the crowned Majeftie of our 
earthly gods to cheapnefle and contempt, by an unhallow­
ed toiling the venerable name of Soveraignty amongft his 
Cups;and in ftead of praying,to which he is of a meere ftran- 
ger, and holds it Piirnaitfcall, provokes daily and hourely, · 
and pulls downe, all heecan, Gods fierce wrath both upon 
King and Kingdome, by his fipearingfdrinking,lying,whoring, 
&c. Hof.^. 1,2. I fay; (hall hee bee the Emperours onely 
friend? Whereupon the good Father immediatly after, iro- 
luckily abominates fuch Bedlam felly 3 0 t>he devotionis obfe-

q»htm! I



202 Generali dir eft tons for a

quw.ml iaith hee; A fweete peece of pious devotion tore* 
Patil teacheth us another leflbn, i Tim.t. 12. That wee 
ihould pray for the health and falvation ofKings.And there» 
fore it was a wife fpeech ofa great man; By your leave, I wiH 
pMyfordn Kings health, anddrinkefor my owns,

bProcedetceju- Great a Bafil alfo paints them out, and the faihion ofhis 
inhisSermonofDrunkenneffcto this fenfe·-0 The* 

Adoicfcens non- growing to the beate, and height of their bouzing and banquetting, 
^^HtFrigc'-1dserecomes meotit a youngman, not yet drunkf> and brings upm 
rMihumetis ft. his {boulders a veffell of cooled Wine; and bee, the drawer mth* 

focem», drawn?, \ finding in the mid hi, doth derive and convey through 
io medio silins fevcrall crooked pipet, io all the good-fellow guefts, equal} met·' 
^ffff^ffitre of drinl^, and matter of drunkmneffe. This is a new kin de 
vis ijwAuhctnl-efmeafrere,faith hectare there is no meafureof their menjure·, that 
giSocmenfii equality of their cups, there be no grumbling amongfl them, not
rr, ubi nulios eft one deceive or circumvent another in drinking.

Learned* /teftin in his Sermons or avoiding drunken- 
zqoiiimcm,inter neife, purfues this luxurious vanitie and fwaggering'ex- 
dia, occ alius aU- ce^e in many, zealous padages: amongli tne. red, me thinkes 
um bibendocir- thefe fhould move.
cumvcoiatj aut 
defraud et·
* ϊσ>ΐ> TOK PtyK·

it is now come to thisc That at their feafts and banqueting!, 
they Irtugbat thofe which can drink? left ·, and blufb not to adjure men 

-by unfriendly f iendfhip, that they would take more drinfe tbanh 
min meets.

t m > a blufh not oftentimes even untill they vomit, and to 
’ ' drink? by meafure without measure. Greater cups arc provided. They 
c Vein3 'onviviis centend by a certaine law of drinking; and hee that can overcomes 
fuis irridcant cos, gej j brail? by his horrible finne, 
qui minus oibere° ·Λ j· > , „ ■ . , . > , . ..
poflun:;& per e Dm w* adiure, doe not urge tby friend to drinks, but leave him 
•Ham'ad’urarehc t0 t0 ddake as much as hepleafe y and if be widneedes be 
mines non cru™ drunkest him alone perifh, and be not both damned.
Lei unt.K potum t Beloved brethren, while 1 tell you thefe things. I free mine 
snipliussccipi. z 1 o ’
ant, quam oportcc. d Frequenterctiam ufque ad vomicum ingurgitate fe non erwocfcuni· Pead 
Hicnforas fincmbnimabibcre.Ma/oraproculaproYidentur.Cicca bibcndi legem concendirut. po­
tent vinccrc, hudemmeretur ex criminc. c λά extremum, tn turn noli adjurnc,noh cogere; fedno 
poteitareiilms dimitre»ut quantumfibi placuerit,bibat; & fi ie inebriarc volucut vel fijlus perear, 
& non ambo pereatij. f Etgofrarreschauflimi, dum bare fttggcro, me abfulvo ajjud Deum Quicnn- 
cnemeaudirecontcmprcrr>&'adbjbendum pronus Γα·πε; &pro Ce & proillis in die ludicii rcut 
eric. Etquiaquodpejus eft,aliqui ctbmCkrici, qut bocdcbcrent pra4nbere5ipfi cogunt bibcreali- 
guQsphisquamexpcdiuA.oiodo iiicipianr,& feipfus corri^ 3c ies caftigarcj ^ct

oppne 
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stme foule before God. Wbofiever difdaines to htare tnee, and 
continuer fill in bis humour of drinkings or to adjure and urge 
others,at theirfeafts, jballbe full dearely anfwerable both for him- 
fdfe and them at the day-of judgement. And becaufe,.whieb is 
worfy even fome men of the Church alfo, which ought to forbid 
it, even they urge others to drmke more than is expedient·, let 
them henceforward, begin to amend themfelves and reprove o- · 
there,

g Above ull,letmee initiate tbisafyonr. hands, nay, ladjnreyou gBciUudactc 

by the dreadfull Day of Judgement, tbit as often as you mutually ^^mdam~ 
invite one another, you would abominate and abandon from your diemiudiciivoj 

banquets, as the very poyfon of the devil!, that filthy cuftome, by cCcunque vMs 
which men are wont either willingly or enforcedly to drinke^by great ·
nieajiere without me afire, &c. · hm fad-mcon-

But thofe paflages which are more punftuall to my pur-
poies are to be found in the lecond Sermon : wherein he menfarsfinc 
meetegwith thofe ordinary excufes,which they whoarecou«'B,ef’l“t’'®i''·' 
quered, and conforme to the company and times, arewonf 
to pretend. i

fiutthey are wont lofty, faithhei h fome great perfonage preft h pCIrOna potena 
me unto it, and urged me to drinks more, and it was at the Kings me coe^wam- 
banquet, I could dee no other. inconv^oR^-

^«/iwjanfwers, Well, faith he, i Ifit come to ahis, that there non fotvia- 
it befiid unto ihee,; Either drinke or die; it were better thy fiber i'atiamfi ad Hoc 1 
body werefaine, than thy fiule be damned for drnnkenneffe. vcniretur; uc ibi

Secondly, faith he; k This ύ but a frivolous and filfi pre- vL-antmorieri^ · 

fence-for Kings and great men, becaufe by the mercies of God, m^‘us 
they are Chriftian/, and wife, andfober,andfca e God with all accidcretur^uim 
iheir heart·, if they fee, that out of confidence tbott (lands out re· ptrebrietatem

, , · Λ r . , „ , , , . r atiirna motercrur.finitely againft that arunl^m cuftome · although they feeme io sed eacufatio 
be an ary with thee for an hoiire 0. fo, yet after, they willhave i<Htain.objici-
, $' 1 . · , . >> 1 3t j 11· , tnr.IpliensnRc-ihee In great admiration, Jay mg: What adw wee bad with buns' ces,& quicunqus 

And with what threats-arid terre^iv, Mid. we fright him, and yet copro-i?

tio,8c Chriilianz 
iunt,8jprudentes,& fbbEii,& tototOfdcDetnniimcntes^ W widerint'definiffcj nt cis non acquicicac 
protimore Dei inebriari; fi tibifub hora videa itur iraCcijpoftea vero te ingrandi admiration* fufci- 
picn.t.dtcetitcs. Quantum cum ilia egimm ? Quanttseum minis» 8i terroribus£irigavimus''Brtamen 
nunqiiam cunra io'brictacefepararepotuimus. Nam &Deus,quite videt.per ejusamoreminebnarinoo 
vailciptc tibi gcatumcciitni llornta dibit,-quire, ui amplius Vibtrea videbantuthortariKsogcrej . 

could 
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coidd not poffibly feparate bim from fibriety. For that God which 
feet that for the love to him, thou won Idefl not cmfirme to sbdr 
drunken fajhion, will give thee favour in their eyes, who feinted tt 
ptrfwadeandprejfi thee to drinke more.

Take notice by the way, left any cauielefly pleafe himfelfe 
in any ofthe forfeited pailages; becaufe heeufeth not to 
Health,untill he be ftarke drunke: that not onely thofe are to 
be efteemed drunkards, fay Divines,who deprive themfelves 
of reafon and become brutifli j but alfo they who addict 
chemielves to drinking, andpowrein exceffively, though 
their braiiac will beare it without anygreat alteration.And a 
dreadfull woe dogs them at the hecles, as well as the grofle 
drunkard, Ffay 5.22.See alio 1 Pet, 4,3.

. iNullus re ine - Attfiin forbids both; d Let no man be drun^ faith he, kt
brict, nuiius in nomanat any fcall preffe anotberto drink^ more than it fit. 
auUmpTu^'e- lerome alio jumps with the former Fathers againft this 
le.qmm opottet. noble vanitie.*It is an occaiion,iiithhe,ofaccufation;aeifhe 

ihould (ay,a meanes to initiates man in a fuipicion ofdifloy» 
’45°· f . . alty,not to drinke again and again when the King is named, 
occafio eft adju· But not onely the Fathers by diviner illumination;but the 

very ^eat'iens a^° by naturall light condemned thiscu- 
ftome. In that moft magnificent Feaft of that mighty Prince 

"-“t-t -*i Abafucrtu,there was a Royall charge and command from the 
King himfelfe that none ihould be enforced to drinke, but 
every one left to his owne liberty, And the drinking wot, faith 
the Text,according to the Law,none didcombell: for the Kiugbad 
appointed to all the officers of his houfe,theyfloould doe accordiegto 
every mans pleafitre, Efter 1.8.

Nay the very Popifh Doftors, who in other cafes allow 
fome foule finnes,which honed Heathens did abominate e­
ven theydiipure againft this finne,

Lefins de juflitia &jim, in his Queftion, Vmtm fitpeccs- 
tum provocarc ad a Hales calices, & an fas fit refpondere ? 
Whether it be a finne to begin an health, and whether it he l.tw- 

fAJvtrfaturi-.i- full to pledge it ? Befides other proofes and authorities, £ Itit 
ttORi.Nam regula
bibendi flatnitur, non ratio, nonneccificas nature, non bon a valtt;tdi>,non animi vigon aut fcnfouni 
.aticriusj (cd coca ventris, vHccmm Sc venarum capacity.
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againft reafon, faith he’: for neither reafon, nor neeejfltie efna­
ture,nor gnodhealth, for the vigour- of the minde, nor the ala- V:«s,vclhge- 

Cfitie of the fenfetf is^mltde the rule of drinking·, but ano- 
thermam belly, nay, the whole capacitie of h» belly, bowels, aitishosdwc- 

veines.Thou maift ftlier terme thefe, as great BafiU calls them, bos.Ydpot'ifli11' 

bsttles,barrels, very pipes, or rather finkes, then men ; fel> claocasj^uam 
lowes fir onely for the office of Hogf-hcad», co receive a great aih^ifnncok 
dealcofwihe, or'rather to convey it thorow their body, as urpiwimumvini, 

tborow a finite; and fo wickedly wafie it. And it is a wonder;
faith he, they do not in like mannner make marches, and try t°rPu' «ηφπ» . 
maftcries alfo in eating,flecping5&c.

Laftly. It is ’contrary to d.fidbxtive Inflict, faith theCivi-
haa ; Even the b Poet gybes at it ; f Cartwright·, in therein- hon fitoili mo- 
fall of his confcience, and publication of his repeiitance to do»inflitut crt- 
the whole worlds cries out; It wounds mee to think; of my dormien- 
blafphemow oathes, uttered in Paffion and diftemper; my df. Wt* 
obedience to inf Parents, myrxeiffe, my drinkino of Healths,

. - Λ - ' a luflitii diftri-
_ butivj contraria 

‘Now-itia third phCe, concerning fkepe, T have h’ttle;to“jnL·· ctbia, 
fay.; noconftant rules of and certairie mcafure can poffibly
fee prefcribed: Becaufe it is much diverfified, and neceftari-i"jur‘>,eiqaiy‘s 
ly receives great variation by health and fickneflefby age;
By time ofthe yeare; by empcineffe, or fnlnefle ofthe body; ronisadhibewr: 

by variety of naturall conlhtutions: onely let mee counfell 
Chriftians, who onely make confcience-of expence of time, 
andarefenfibleof its precioufnefle exprefled before, to take "
notice, that they may furfet anddinnein fleeping» as well as '“b^‘ 
ineating and drinking; Thant ought onely,- asotherofGods,,^,^^.^ 
good creatures co ferve the ftrengthning and rcfreffiinpof^“"'"^i *· 
our bodies 5 not to fatisfie cafe, fiord, and a fluggiin liu- ' ' ·
mour; and therefore to beware, and diligently to watch, left 
that great devourer and waller of time, rob aad-bercave 
them ofthe very marrow and fat of time; the flower, and uvnaWus ' 
firft fruits, as it were, ofthe days I meane, many precious nimuibmpo- 
and.golden hourcs in the morning; freiheft, and fitteft to XVcft'npnii

vera ialnteUliM..
,Thc Lifca Conhilion, an.l hc;.ny repentance·effFraicu Cartrt^lir3G^ 

Uenun, * ‘
- «Qhvcrfc



20 6 Generali directions far a ,

convcrfc moft fruitfully with Gad, to examine our fpiritual I 
1 Rate,to offer up tn acceptable facrifice of Prayers, and Pray- 
fes,to buckle fail unto us the Chriftian Armour, and to pre­
pare with refolution and life, ro hold a fweet and blefled 

communion with.his holy Majefty all the day after. And
. let them often remember when they fee the Sunne up before 

Itdecens eft them,that laying of daft™ : Itjtanrtncontel) thing far aChri.
Situ beAme finde him in bed', find, if the Same 

invent inlc&a; could (freak?, faith hee, it might Jaj,. 1 have laboured mere 
pofTec enim di- thou, veiterd.tr· and jet I ant rifen, and thou art Rid a cere Sol,ii po- „ · , 1 J·· J J
reftatem loquen- r.yr.

For conclufionjkc me advife and forewarne· with as great 
ieri qu3mEU1*& carneftnefle andheartinefle as I can poffibly, all Gods, Club 
luvn atm jam dren> that as they tender and preferre infinitely, a pure heart, 
i^h^danil and heavenly minde, that unvaluable Jewel of a peaceable 

confcicnec,and that iwceteft life, walking with their God) 
before a world of gold ; they would watch over themfclves 

.very extraordinarily, and with lingular care and heedful» 
ne He, in the u Ie and enjoy went of things: hw full in. their 
owne nature; yet by our corruption, capable of inordinate- 

■ nefle and cKcefle, fuch as are meat, drinke, fleepe,:apparel], 
marriage, vacations, recreations For. rape* faith a wor- 

। thy Divine, ftrijir with prtpojfaoiu.following of bwfuH tbiny, 
thenIjunlawfullcourfir. Soft fands fwallow moe (hips, (hen 
hard rockos fplit aiundcr. Howfocver, fiire I am,Chriftiaas 

• ate in more danger of being fpiritually updone by a (lie infi- 
: nuation and enfnarement ofLicencioufnefle and immodera-' 
tion in fuch lawfull things; then by thagrofle affault of foule

l finncs.and temptations to doe notorioufly, For,
i. A fanftified heart will generoufly rife, and refill with 

refolution againft the invafion and gricilineflc of any worke 
of darkenefle · which by ic> enormity wafts the confcience; 
asadultery, murther, (wearing, prophaning of- the Lords 

. .Day,ufury, bribery, fpecutaciye wantonnefl’e, idleneffe, &c. 
which yet may coo often be inienfioly feized upon, and fur- 
prized byancxceflive finfull delight, in things unfinfull in 

■chemielve>;yecempoy Coned unto us, by the venome of our 
owrte
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owne over-eager unmortified affeftions, and that without 
any great remorfe or reclamation..

fe.’Wee findetoo- often by wofull experience, ;that fome 
who having given their names to Religion at firft, with great 
forwardneHc andheate ; yet afterward notfo much foild by 
grofle relapfe into notorious finnes; as furfeting with li- 
centidus exceffe,"in the abate of lawful! things, and drinking 
tbo deepc Of wortBlyqjleafures) Hinder i colour of Chriftian 
liberty and convenient.recreation»,. fall fearefully into a dead 
fterpe of carnail fecurity, and curled forgetting of God, at 
leaft, fora time, untilf they be revived and. quickned by the 
inquifitive hand of -fome .piercing Miniftry,,. the fmart of 
fomeoutward heavy crofle, or wrath of God upon their con- - 
feiences ;if they fall not quite away.

3. Things not finfull in their right ufe, and offering them- 
fdves with unfufpefted-repreientarion of harmelefhefle and 
allowance, . without extraordinary watchfulneffe and heed, 
doe moreeafily lime our. earthly:ravenous affections ; farre 
fooner enfnareand deceive·; inienfibly draw.and drowneus 
in.many fcandalousexccile^and eftrangements from God;be- 
fore we bc aware.

Thus much alfo of natural! adions?- ·
1ΠΙ. Now concerning civil! affaires, and dealings in 

thcworld .-Thatthou maytft fettle and keepe thineheatt and : 
hands in an holy temper, and untainted; without wound, 
wrong-doing^r any uncomfortable entanglement.

i. Ever in alftheie bargainesjiontrafts,-covenants, dea­
lings, negotiations, mutual!· entercourfe of, any. kinde of 
commerce 'with, others reprcfenUeriouOy and folemnely to 
the eye of thy beft judgement and deepeft confideration- , 
that royall Principle, ^Dae at thou v>ouldefi be do^e iy-..,Ιη a t 
fellow-feeling real! conceit, put thy felfe into tbe.p'ace, and 
impartially putonithe per/on of the paTty with.whom thou > 
art todealc. WrighjWell.albth’e circumftances, conditions, 
covenants,inconveniences, confeqients, and paffages ofthe 
whole bufinefte; and then returning to thy felfe, dpale out, · 
and proportion unto him,; that mediate io every particular, 

’ - ' which,.)
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which thou wouldeft bcc Willing, upon good ground and 
found reafon,to receive ar the hands ot another,if thou wertin 
his cafe. This is the fummfe of the Law and the -Prophets, for 
ferving bur brethren inilove, -preft upon us byithey-w^Zf/* 
bim(clfc,Mac.7.12, All things whatfoever, yet would tbitmen 
fhoulddoe toyoufioe yee even fo to r^rm. Which ;if it were as cf. 
fectually and feelingly caken tOiheartjanipradifcd^sit is 05 
dinarily talked ofandprerended; itivpuldnot onelymto^ 
and prevent all cruelties jopprcfliCTis,grinding the faces,cf rhe 
poorc,ail c3C7.ening,onderminingpver'rcachjng,doftaudinj1 
defaming,&c. hubalfoftirro upandlqmcken out affeftiom, 
with a compafliomite lively touch, '.to;a}mutuall exercife nd 
exchange of all offices ofhumanityy ikindneffcjjandlavein all 
kinds. ■ (■· --«:ι 3’0'·Η?’*’l

But that you ftiay underhand -this fulelaright; conceive,’ 
chat when wee counfelt men 10 doe unto -others, as they 
would bee dealt with themfelves; It is not to bee under· 
ftood of any irregular, pafiionate, xxorbitant willu: bat 

i that which is grounded upon’rigbt reafon, guided by arefli- 
bed confcience,’ ordered and illightned by grace-and Gods 

- Truth. .. · .
And I the rather reffeih your memories with the true ap· 

prehenfioiiof-thisrpoint,· that’ you may. clecrely fee the-rot· 
tennciTe1 andvanitic of the V ihrers cunning cavell, butof 
cruell confcquence. 1 ‘ p · i ./. ...a: ~

Ob. I deale, faith the Vfurer, as I would bee dealt with, 
- and doe as I Would bee dbhe by : and. .therefore iill that 

• while Ihope I doe no wrong :'I<would willingly pay.tenne 
in the hnndreth, iflhadnecde land then.why may I not take 
fo? -<h·· ■ - ' - " ( ;■

To whichjl anfwere: · ”? . . J. pi /
I. That Royall Rule, T>oe & thou.won  Idafi bed dine bj 

muft bee underltood and expounded,! as -1 intiqt^d-before, 
according to the grounds of a1 good confcience,- dilates df 
rigbtreafon, and directions of a juft and-riftifiect will not 
ontof the mift^ and miferics of a depraved and exorbitant 
judgement. Ocherwiie, Abimelech,Saul; and other of that 

defpe^tc 
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deiperateranke and refdlution, might conclude, that it were 
lawhill for them to kill other men, becaufe they werexviliing 
to be killed themfelves. See ludg.9. 54. 1 Sam. 51.4. forthey 
might fay, they did but as they would be done by. It would 
alfo follow very abfurdly · the Magiftrate being in thema- 
lefaflors cafe, would gladly be pardoned, therefore hee muft 
pardon the malefaftor: Somefonne of Belial would be con­
tent villanoufty to proftitute his wife whom he cares not for 
himfelfe, to others; therefore hee may abide another mans 
wife whom he loves better. Thefe, and rhe like abominable 
andabfurdconiequencs,deinonitrate the vanitieofthe Ufu- 
rers inference, and that Chrillsruleisuotfo general], but re­

. ftrainable co that will, which is orderly and honeftly guided 
by the light of Nature and Gods Law.

2. We muft then have recoarle to this general! Fountaine 
of the fecond Table, and fetch light and direftion thence; 
when we have no exprefle and fpeciali wordin Gods Booke; 
but the Scriptures have cleerely and dire&Iy determined and 
refolved the point of LI fury.

3. If the Ufurer were in the borrowers cafe, hee would 
not willingly, as hee pretends, give tennein the hundred. I 
meane with an abfohice and free will, but of force andcon- 
ftraint, becaule not paying after the fame rate, hee couldnoc 
have it. If a man would borrow upon Ufury, to buy land» 
ingrofiejfortftall, or compafle fomeunlawfull matter ; that 
were a corrupt will, and no rule: But ifhis defire fo to bor­
row were juft and lawfull, as in fome cafes it may be, then it 
is noentire will, but mixed and forced by fome neceffitie, for 
the avoyding pfa greater evill;and therefore denied in the eye 
both of law and reafon, to be any will at all. He that would 
borrow, fhould have neede to borrow, for a needelefle defire 
is unlawfull · andan ingenious man who hath neede to bor­
row, would not willingly borrow but for neede, much lefle 
would he pay Ufurie· Therefore the will of the borrower, 
in this cafe, is either corrupt, or no will at all, andfo confe- 
quently without the compafle of Chrifts rule.

The will of the borrower in· this calc, is like the will ofan 
P ’ honeft 
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honeft Traveller, in giving his purie co an arranc tbicfe; for 
feare hee Ihould loofe both purfe and life. Is fuch a man 
willing, chinke yon, tolofehis money? Or like the will of 
a man, whole houfe being on fire, plucks downe part there­
of to fave che reft · willingly iodeede as the cafe Hands wich 
him, yer not fimply, but upon necefiity. So the borrowers 
■will is not free,but forced ; and fo a will againft will.

2. Wich an infinite diiddne, and reiblute conccmpt ab« 
horreto get fomuchasone farthing all the dayesof thy life, 
by any wicked meanes or wrong doing. Doe not plague thy 
prefent outward ftate, be ic little or much jneither empoi- 
ibn it to the pofterity, by any addition unco ic; by uibrys 
bribery, fymony, facriledge, ftealing, grinding the faces of 
the poore, opprcflion, lying, faliehoodes, foriwearings, 
over-reaching trickes of wir, cozening, cunning convei- 
ances, &c.

I, Thereby thou (halt defperately fall into the revenging 
hands of an angry God: divine vengeance will doggethee 
hard,and continually at the heels of thy deftru&ion. Which 
is incomparably a greater plague then extremeft beggery, 
and the bictereft confluence of all the moft vexing outward 
miferiesin the world.

Let no faith S. Paul, goe beyond and defraud his brother 
in any manner} becaufe that the Lord is the avenger of all fob 
l'Tbeff.^.6, ·

2. Secondly, a little ill got, naturally accompanied with 
Gods curie,may foeenpoyfon thy whole inheritance andall 
thereft of thy goods, that ic may prove like a dead Flyein 
aboxe cfprecious ointment; a (parke of fire in the thatch; 
aftrong incentive to divine juftice, not onely to eate up all 
honeft comfort in outward things, but alio co ooniiime and 

□ scddiauruselt wa^e wealch ·' Nay, and fnh immoderate defire of 
H=bcofiiiot,qud enriching and raifinghis3 pofterity, isthekeeneft fpurre to 

his unconicionable hoarding; even to cut off alio many 
ipiciam'; habco times the cruell worldling himfelfe, and caft him out ofthe 
quibus curam 
maximamgeram------ QuamcuMtn geris filiOiiim, uc cos obruasjacbrymismifejoriim ? Non eft hoc 
amosanwc, fcdpotiusncparc,^*^»/. Tam.xo. par. 70a..

world ■
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world without ftocke or feede. And therefore though rhe 
covetous catyfe out of the hardnefle of his heart, and fea- 
rednefle of confidence, bee fearelefle and fonfeleffe of the 
wrath ofGod,and wrong of his neighbour, and rhe wretch- 
ednefleofhis owne foule; yet ifhee defire, as he doth,with 
a raging unfatiableneBe, like the grave,or hell, tothrivein 
his outward Hate, and profper in the world; let him not 
meddle fo much as with a fticke, or a flr3w,a pin, ora point 
of another mans; neither at anytime put his hand to any 
wicked way ofgetting, left, befide the Ioffe of his foule at 
hft, and a world of miferies in the meane time, heemifle 
the very marke fo eagerly aimed at ; of making him and 
his great in the world. For hope of which hee is curfedly 
content to part with all true contentment in this life» and a 
Crowne of bli (fo in the Kingdome of heaven.

For this pui.poie,and toperiwade, and prefierbis point 
unanfwerably, let us cake a view in Gods Booke of the divers 
wayes, 1 cw he is wont in wrath to deale with wrong-doers 
and unconfcionable dealers.

in

It comes to paffe, fometimes that the wicked worldling, 
infatiable earth-worme, God curfinghis coveteoufuefleand 
crueltie, may fee an end of his wealth even in this world, 
according-to that Jerem. 17. 11. the Partridge ft- 
teth on eggts, and hatched) them not ; fo hee that gettttb 
riches, and not by right, fall leave them in the middefi of bis 
dyes, and at his end fhall be a foie. lob 20. 15, 28. Hee 
hath fvallowed downe riches, and hee fall vomit them up 
againe : God fall caji them out of bis belly. The increase of 

■his hoitfe\fall depar t3 and his goods fall fow away in the day of 
his wratb.

Or it is no Grange thing to fee him profper byunconfcio- 
nableneffoand craft,ufiirious and other injuriouspra&ifes,all 
his life long; but then having fcraped together his hoard of 
iniquitie, with a great deale of carking,thoughtfulneffo, andbT ν
felfe vexation; keptit with extreeme feare,flavi(hdiflruft, mor quantum affi- 
and heart gnawing j’ealoufies; parted 5 from it with much 
anguifh, horrour, and almoft with as painefull divorce

P 2
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as that of the foule from the body: at bit after the lofle cf it 
foule and all,

i. Hec cither leaves it to them who v.ill liberally let 
file abroad, and enlarge thofe golden heaves which greedi- 
nefle had formerly conhnde, and (trongly guarded with bolts 
and barres: According to that, Prov. 28.8. He that byssfurie 
and unjufi gaine increafith bis fubflance, be frail gathir it fir 
him that willpitty the poore, See alfo Prov.13. 22. lab 27. verie 
jfo 17.

2. Or it may be wholly /bartered amongft meere ftrangers, 
according to that, Ecclef.6. 2. But a ftrange man frail eate it up·: 
See alfo Pfal.^,6, Ecclef,  ̂.and2.18.r9.

3. ©r being bequeathed to his owne children, and 
blaftedbyGodsfecretcurfe, it may melt away in their hands, 
as /how before the Sunne, according to that, Ecdefi 5.13.14, 
Τ’here it afareevill which I have feene tinder the Sunne,namdy, 
riches kept fir the owners thereof to their hurt. Bret thefe riches pe­
ri fh by evil/1 ravel! i and hie begeitetb a fonne, and there is nothing in 
bis hand,

Buthowfoever, whether ill gotten goods pewfh or pro- 
fper in the owners hands, or his poileritie: fure I am, the in­
evitable plague and juft vengeance of God cleaves bea­
rably unto his foule; and hunts tha» man to deflruftion, io­
foever he be, that enricheth himfelfe by wicked and wrong­
ful! meanes,without timely repentance and true reftitution, if 
he bc able.

Hee that hath opprejfed the poore and needy, or bath fifid 
by violence, -—ar hath given upon Efury, or hath taken -increofe; 
the fame reafon is alfo of all indireft and unlawfull getting, 
frail he live ί Hee frail not live: hee bath done all thefe abomina­
tions, hee frail fire die, bis blood frail be upon him, Ezek-18. 
verfe 12,13»

And marvell not, neither be mis-led, though thou ob- 
ferye iometimes wicked worldlings chemielves, their heires, 
and hares heires, to wallow alfo in that wealth which the 
Grandfathers got wrongfully. For they are for all this, but as 
ibreany fenfuall earth-rooting hogs, fatted for the* knife 5 

and
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and have |this wofull brand fee upon them by the Spirit of 
God, Pfal. 14. They are men of the world} and have their 
poriimin this life» But ever hold this as a terrible and true 
principle. It is one ofthe greatefi^cstrfes under the Sunne ; to e Nihil eftinfc- 
profier in our wayes, and, be out ofthe way to Heaven. peccam^* ·ί

j. Thirdly, it is aruled cafe and concurrent refolution a-P0^» num cur 
mongft Divines: That if thou deeft sot reft ore, being able, j ^voiuntM^dut 
whatfoever thou haft any wayes got wrongfully, and wic- hodisinteriorro- 
kedly 5 thoucanft have neither well grounded aflurance μ 
un&ined * repentance, nor true comfort of the pardon of that 
finne. A cutting conclufion againft all cut-throat Vfurers, 
Simonifts, Sacrilegians, Bribe-takers,Grindersofpoore mens 
faces, Hoarders by fraud, Oppreflbrs of all under them of i ?»«. 
the feme trade, by fome Machivillian trkke,and the reft οί^Α'^,^ΧΖ 
that cruell crue. trgtUtttrey·'»,

How can hee be laid to repent foundly, thatlies ftill foa- Zm^ 
kingin hisfinne, wittingly and willingly ? Now, whomever 
keepes ftill in his hands any thing wickedlygot, continues a Z". “fc.
wrong doer ftill; and therefore doth it not faithfully, buti<«~^ n^nf. 
onely faineth repentance. Whereupon faith Aiftin} If a man '
reftorenotill gotten goods being aole, his repentance isnot Sira Ίίαυρ™. 
comfortable,but counterfeit. ζ*

Dreadfull alfo is the doome of the laid Father upon all djpoffit,non red- 
wrong-doers. The finne is not remitted, except that which ραοίκα^ι,3^ 
hath beene unjufily tafan be refiored: Either in aft, if thou 
be able; or at leaft in unfained affeftion, if thy ftate be Noa KOiittitiir 
wafted.

What a Bedlam folly is it then, and curled crueltie to thine 
owne foule; to heape up thofe riches ©f iniquitie, by bale- 
nefle and wrong, which thou muft afterward reflorein the 
fence I have faid, or elle never enjoy any comfortable afiii- 
tance of a true converfion or pardon of finne ? Were hee not 
a fooliih thiefe, that would keepe his ftollen goods both in 
the face of his accufer and Judge ? Though inthe meane time 
thou concealethy cunning conveiances from the difeovery 
and doome of humane juftice ;yet allure thy felfe, befides 
the fecret gambling of thyfelfe-accufing confcience; the
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augryeye of God alio fees cleerely, and willihortly moft- 
certainely revenge.

4. Almeideeds, charitable ereftions of Coiledges, Hot 
pitaj^Free-SchooleSj and other inferiour boutifollcontri-. 
buttons ;;vhen God eaables by good meanes; the neceflicies 
of his Poore cry for reliefe, and the fanftified heart, with 
affectionate ftneerity, aimes at Gods glory 5are fweet-fmel-· 
lingiacrifices with whichGodis wellpleafed, Philip.4.18. 
.Het. 13.16. But ifhis flaviih gifts, and good deedes, largef·· 
fes, and liberalities in this kinde, beimpoiibnedwith former 
fraud, oppreffion, and wrong; though it be well that the 
Church of God fomtimes, rhe backes and bellies oi the· 
poore be better thereby; yet co'the impenitent and not re-· 
iforing ufurer himfelfe, or any other wicked dealer, inreipeft 
of acceptation with God, and true comfort to his owner 
heart they are no better than the cutting off a Dogs necke, 
or the facrificeofa foole. Ill-gotten goods are for reftitution,. 
not for diftribution. Led any covetous caviller thinke the 
pointtooharlh and preciie :Heare what the ancient Fathers 

dNoo^cipic^- fay to this pur pole; d Bernard ; God receiveth not any aimer> 
at the hands of an oppreffor or ufurer. e Hiereme: Significant- 

autfaneratorit, ]y faith the Prophet; His owne bread, left mm fhould turner 
ΐ'^Βαΰιέτ'' bread gotten by oppreffion and Vfury, into a worke of Mcr- 
dteiw.faumjnc cie. F Aitkin: When God fhall beginne to judge, thofe that live 
*<di’no mateby fraud, and give aimes of the ffoyles of the opprejfid,

. Lord, wee have kept thy Commandement!, ana in 
ricoTdiam? ™ ' nams wee have ^nt roorkes of mercy; wee have fed the Huot 

gry, wee have clothed the Naked, and entertained Strangers. To 
7eum indicate tvhom God will reply. Ton tell mee what you have given ^ίιΛ 

α*’’ J011 te^mc nat ^hat you have taken away. Tou recount whom ym 
quide'frandibus have fed; but why remember you not whom you. have undone? They 
vivunt,& de Γρο- r(jtyce whom yon have clothed 5 but they lament whom you have 
elcemofynam fa- fpo^d, &c. Λ man is filled with bread , whom thou fudeft wid) 
ciunt; Dunine,
jxcccpta tua fervavim’Js,8c in nomine trio miiericord ias feciinus, pauperes pavimus, nu dos operKimus. 
Qdibus difluris eft Deas. Qgod dcdiftis, dicitis; quos paviilis, ^memoratis; quare non recordamini 
qaosnecaQis ? Quosopetiiiftis.gaudcntjquosexpoliadir, pIangunt,&c.T»nr. t o Hom.47.De rcmrJUt 
^e«at»rum,paj.«os>-Vnusreplciur panibns.qucm ckiapinisfatiaili; & bencdicetDojninusnon re,led 
eum. quem nec aiti. 

Hom.47.De
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frode : but the Lord will blejfe, not thee, but him whom thou 
baft undone, &c. Chryfoftome; a * .!«
many f 1 have indeed beene an Vftmr, fay they,but I have aljo f itio? F®neratm 

bcene good to the poore. A fweete perce of matter fare J But
God accepts not fuch facrifice. It were farre better to give nothing Bona verba qm. 

to the poore at all, than give it in that manner. That wealth which ?*
u wonne by thy juft labours, is many times quite mard with fuch pit. Qjiod cnia 
wicked mixtures. &c. |jboribut

1 ne very b Heathen man tells ns, That the poore are not tobeewntft propter 
fid like the Whelpes of wilde beafts, with blood and msirt her, rapine ρύ^ηφίΓ' 

and folk : but that which is moft acceptable to the receivers·, they contaminas,8cw 
foxdd know,that that which is given unto them, isnot taken front 
any body elf. Bt feraium cjtuli,

Nay, one of the bloodied men that ever breathed, Sely- 
w«r,aTurki[hEmperour,yet upon his bed of death, replied quodqnegratiffid 

thustohis Buffo, moving him with the wealth taken from 
thcPerfian Merchants to buildanHofpitallforreliefeofthefibi>,iuo<inea’"’‘ 
poore ;c Wouldeft thou, Pyrrhus, that I fhould beflow other 
wens goods wrongfully taken from them, upon worker of chari- ”«η· 
tie and devotion, fir mine owne vaine glory and praife I Af- τ^ι'ϊ» ^h'ufe 
fnrcdly I will never doe it : nay rather, fee they bee againe re- ‘f Sc,yOTUi r*« j 
fared unto the right owners. Which was done forth-with *’
cordingly to the great fhame, faith the Author, of many 
Chriftians; who minding nothing lefle than reftitution,but 
making ex rapina holocaufinm, doe out of a world of evil! gotten 
goods, cull out fime [mall fragments to build fome peore Ho- 
fiitad, or mend fome blind way. A poore tefiimony of their hot 
charitie. Wretchedly then doe they delude the World, and 
deceive their owne foules, who vainely tblnke, that fome 
workes of mercy at laft, when they muft needs leave all, will 
expiate and recompence.the cruelties and unconfcionable dea­
lings of their whole life before. Zacheus penitent Procla­
mation confifted of two branches, Luk^ 19.8. As well for re- 
ftitution,asdiftribution. He that would find the fame mercy, 
muft follow the fame method.

3. Let thy defire and delight never fall, or be fattened im­
moderately upon any earthlything, though never fo excel-
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lent, delicious,or amiable. Forexorbicancy anderrourthis 
way brings many times, i. A lofle of the thing fo doted up­
on. 2. Sometime a crofle. 3. Ever acurfe.

1. For the firfl·, our righteous and holy God, when hee 
fees the current of his creatures affeftions to be carried inor­
dinately and prepofteroufly from the Fccintaine of living 
waters,upon broken Crfternes that can hold none -from the 
bottomlefle treafury of all fweeceft beauties, deareft excel­
lencies, amiable delights, upon painted Qiadowes ;from the 
Rocke of eternitic, upon a ftaffe of Reede;I meane, from the 
Creator,uponthecreature;he wifely and feafonably inthe 
equitie of his Juflice, and out-of the jealoufie of his owne 
Glory takes away chat earthly Idoll, that the occafion of 
fuch irregular affe&ion removed,hee may draw the heart, in 
which he principally takes pleasure, to his owne glorious 
Selfe, the onely Load-ftarre of all fanftified love, and bound- 
leffeOcean ofhappinefle andblifie. Nay, it may be faid in 
the fweecnefle of his mercy alfo, when he fees us diflrafted, 
*md as it were defperately mad with making too much of 
anytranfitory thing, fo that our mindedoth flill runneand 
reft upon it, as ouronely heaven upon earth; Heefnatches 
rhe edge-toole out ofour hands, left wee make away om? 
felvec fpiritually; andwithdrawes thebeloved vanitieftom 
before our eyes, left we grow ftarke blinde inthemyftencs 
of Faith, and matters of Heaven, by too much gazing upon 
the fading beauty of any baler earthly obje&.-
’ Thus the immoderate partiall affection of Parents, may 
become many times occafionall and acceflary to the untime­
ly taking away of 2 fweete, faire, and towardly childe. 
Whereby our gracious God juftly intimatesuntb them their 
intolerable unthankefulnefffe of his mercy, and extreme in- 
dignitieto hisMajeftic,in wickedly preferring in their love, 
a creature before their Creator, and mercifully teachesthem, 
that the flowre and fervour of their beft and deareft affe&ion 
as onely due, and fiiouH be wholly devoted to thegreateft 
good,God himfelfe,and thofe trueft,unutterable, ever-du- 
ring delight prepared for the Bleffed, in his Word her», and 
t 38
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in the World to come hereafter, I Cor. 2.9.
Conceive proportionably of other things immeafurably 

defired and delighted in. If thou doteftupon a good wir, 
thou mayeft be ftricken withdiftraftion: if upon abundance 
oflearning,orrauch Worldly wifedome, thou mayeft be in­
fatuated, at leaftat fome fpeciall times, when thou wouideft 
gladly doe the beft; or in fome important bufinefle, which 
moft concern^ thee: if upon fome high place, thou mayft 
with Haman. Shebna^and thoufands moe, be throwne downe 
into the gulph of calamite and woe, contempt and fcorne: if 
upon afaire houfe, it may be levelled with the ground,by the 
flames of Gods wrath:if upon a beautified face, it may be 
disfigured with the Poxe, and other deformities : if upon a 
hoard of gold, it may be difperft by fire, robbery, defolations 
of warre: nay, if even upon thy graces with an over-weening 
conceit of/elfe-excellencie,felfe-opinion, /elfe-fufficiency;if 
they be onely generail graces, thou rnayft be quite ftript of 
them; if faving, thou mayft be caft intoadampeanddeier- 
tionforatime,inrefpc&ofall comfort, fenfe,ufe and exer- 
cife, &c.

2. For the fecond, though God may permit theetopof- 
ieffe ftill that outward worldly comfort,upon which the fury 
of thine affe&ion is fo faftened, and thy heart graipes with 
fiich greedinefle and excefle ■ yet in this cafe thou mayeft 
Juftly expert a crofle; either, 1. In the thing doted upon. 
With what a deale ofeutting difeomforr, and gafhes of bit­
ter gtiefc did Abfalom dandled in Davids affe&ion with too 
much indulgence, rent his Fathers royall heart by imbruing 
his hands in his brothers blood, and with unnaturall trayte- 
rous violence and villany inarching at the Imperial! Crowne 
upon Davids head? Another famous inftance to this pur­
pole we finde in the Story ofthe Greeke Emperours. Th£ old 
Emperour a^ndrmicM doted with foch extreme impotency 
of partiall affeftion upon his Nephew, young a4adroaicnf5 . 
that in companion of hits, hee did not onely difregard the 
reft of his Nephewes, but alfo his owne children: and as the 
Story tells us, was not willing to fpare him out ©flight either
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day or night. But what were the con (equents of this cocke­
ring ? When hee was ftept further into yeares, befides a world 
ofmiieries and nioleftadons created to the Grandfather in the
meane time, at length prelTtng without teiiftance upon his Pa­
lace, with putpofe to furprize his perfon, though the old Em­
peror intreated him with much afie&iomtcRoyall eloquence, 
which might have pierced an heart of fteele or Adamant, 
That hee would reverence thofe bandr, which had efientimer 
moil lovingly embraced bint, yet crying in hit fwa thing clothes: 
that he would reverence thofe Ups, which had oftentimes moft 
lovingly tyfed him, and called him his other Soule : that hee 
would frare to frill that blood, from which himfelfe had taken 
the foundation of life, &c, For all this, after fome kinde words, 
and courteous embracement,at firftindeedepremiied, and in 
hot blood · in conclufion, being polled and (haven, was made 
aMonke, andtheAnvile of much dunghill fcorneandvileft 
indignities, untill the workemanihip of death had finifhed 
the forrowfull buhnefle of a wretched life. A third,and very 
remarkeable to fright all Parents from foolilh doting, heare 

. a Non mhemini, of Aujtin, 3 By rcafon of a terrible and dreadfull acci- 
fi’ho'diter fe*-’ ^nc’ he caHed hispeople together,as itieemes, to a Sermon 
moncm.Deoa^-chethirdtime, thefameday ; thinking, no doubt, out of his 

• Acrid^odUt^ watchfull ipirituall wiiedome,to work more fucceifeRiily,and 
ribiiis cafus nt to leave more ftrong and lading impreihons in their hearts, 
propierquemnOT while bloody unnaturall villany was- yet freih in their 
foKimadecdeR-eyesand eares. And when they were met together, he re- 
omnVs^antiquioi lates the dolefull Horie: Our noble Citizens (faith he) bereef 
«shibetc volui, Hippo,, Cyrillns, a map mighty amongft us, both inworke and 
fandnas? & ini word, arid much beloved, bad, as you know, one onelyfinite, and 
Santes in unum becaufe bee had but onely one, he loved hem immeafureably, and 
«ριί&ς? FI1' above God. And Jb being drunl^ with immoderate doting, hee 
bfftiain.utCcita.nfplf^tJ to comQ him, and gave him liberty to doe whatfoever 
babebat■ &eum * & J
tinicum pafiidc-
bat: & quia unions erat eum Cupeiflue diligeb.it, & fupra Bcum- Tdcb fuperflHoamoreinebriatus.'fili· 
umcoingere negligebat, dans etiam poteftatem facieudi omnia, quatplacita «(lent illi. O dolofa li- / 
berths'. Ο gtandisfiliomm perditio ! O paternus amor mortiferu»! Ecce,filios fedicunt diligere quos 
Jugulateprocurant Dicunt cosamare quibus jam Gilpendia paranc, &c· Scd eccc.hodic ebrietatem 
perpe(ius,mattcmpregnanteni nequiter oppreflk, formcm violate voluit,partem occidit,& duas foto- 
Ksvulncuvit admoitcm. 0 magnaDiabolidominatio&c. ^iu^ufl.sdfrotresinercmi.Serm·} j.

he
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bet lift· Non> tbit very day3 tbit Jame fellow thus long fujfered 
in bis dijfolute and riotous coterjes, hath in his drunken humour 
wickedly ojfred violence to his mother great with childe, would 
have violated his fiffcr3 hath killed bis father3 and wounded two 
of h'ts fifters to death. Oh mightie domination of the Devill! & c. 
But I neede not profecute this point by further illuftration 
out of flrange Stories.Daily experience prefents unto our eyes 
and eares the many wofullditeomforcSjUnkinderequicales,,. 
and unnaturall ufages, which Parents receive at the hand of 
thofe children, which in their younger yeeres they made 
wanton with their love, and undifcreetly doted upon. 2. Or 
in fome other kinde; for example : If thine heart be fet upon * 
riches, God may Juftly, and mercifully too, exercife, and 
afflift thee with his heavie hand; upon thy body, with fick- 
nefle; upon thy confcience, with terror; upon thy reputa- - 
tion, withdifgrace, orthelike, thereby to unglue thynoble 
fpirit from the duft, and rent it from grovelingnefleupon the· 
earth. If thou be ambitioufly enamoured upon honours and . 
high roomes; after wafling thy wealth, wounding, thy con­
fcience, wearying thy felfe with briberie, bafenefle, and irke- 
fome waiting, thou mayeft be taken away untimely in the 
very purfuite, or prefently after the attainement of them, 8tc. 
Thus ic is not ftrange or extraordinary with God, to prevent, 
ortake offour hearts from taking felfe-conceiced pleafureor 
pride in any thing we enjoy, by crofting and correcting us in 
other kindes. Even Paul3 that blefled Saint and fervent of · 
the Lord, left his heart ihould be too much pleated, andpuft 
up with abundance of revelations 5 he was vext and croft with 
his owne concupifcence, there was given to him a thorite in

• the flefb, the mejjenger of Satan to bnfftt him, 2 Cor. 12.7. that 
is,as I conceive, hee felt his original! corruption foarpened, 
andeneagered againft him, and let loofe in fome fort upon : 
him : which is a terrible cut to a tender confcience.

3. Forthe third, howfoever ic fare with thee otherwife;. ; 
if thou fettle thine heart upon any earthly thing wich inordi­
nate defire and delight, thou (halt be fare to be haunted with- 
a double c optic: 1. The rage of uniaciablenefie,uniaiisfiable-. · 

nefle: : 
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nefle: 2. That greateft plague, hardnefle of heart.
1. The Father of Spirits hath inipired into our immortal! 

foules a large capacity, and iuch an infinite appetite, that no 
finite excellence, created comforter earthly thing can pot 
fibly fill. Gold, filver,riches, honours, crownes, kingdomes, 
are no fit matter or adequate objeft, for iuch an immaterial! 
and heavenly borne fpirit, to repofe and feede upon with 
finall reft and full contentment. Nay, not this whole mate, 
rial! world, were it beautified and let out withalPthenmi. 
ablenefie, fp!endour,and allurements, which thedevill by his 
jugling Alchymie put upon it, when hee presented it to the 
eye of Chrift Mat. 4. 8. with addition ofthe ftarry
and Empyrean heaven.ihining with all their admirable beau- 
tie and glorious inhabitants, could by any meanes confine, 
fitisfieand content the irkefome wandrings, unlimited de­
fire, and vaft comprehenfivenefle of the foule: but it would 

*eefidcriobe a «^ported with the paifionate difquietnefie of 
nitatisnon fixurn, felfe-vexation, and tortured upon the racke ofreftleffedif- 

CQntent5 until! it fallen and fixe upon an object, infinite both 
cmniyoiubiiitat'2 in excellency and endlefnefte, wherein is contained the whole 
in of Entity and goodnefle, the ever-blefledand onely-
quzrcns requiem j adored Trinity. Where and when alone,1 if foftly and iweet- 
“utemn«dUds,«Iy> with height and fulnefle of all defirable contenr- 
tsnfitorifSjin qui, ment, refts in the armes of God, and boibme of eternal! 
«ρΰνΓ’ς^η^ blifle 5 which all bleflcd foules attains thus, and by thefe 
vetitn requiem 1 meanes

When it plealed God by the mercifull violence of his Al­
ta oft dignitatis, mighty hand, to turne the ienfuall bent and powerfull cur­

rent ofthe feduced foule, from the creature, to the Creators 
2onum,et tu£ce-from the painted bravery of this vaine world, to the heaven­

ly heauty of his blefled Word; from carking encombrance 
' about many things, to purfue and ply that One needful!. dwj· 

by a found and univerfall change of the whole man, and 
tranilation of him from the darkenefle of natural! ignorance, 
death in finne,and power of the divill, to the light of faving 
knowledge, the life of fanftifying grace, and the living 
God : I fay then, the reftleffe wandrings of the unfatif· 

fied 
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fied foule, begins firft to fettle with ibme fwectecontencmenc, 
upon the flovvres ofParadiie,gIimpies of heavenly glory,in­
fallible earnefts of everlafting fivin  ̂gia.tr -t and its in­

finite appetite is well flayed in the meanetime; with that 
comfortable entercourie and bliflefull Communion, which it 
enjoyes in part wich the blefled T finite by the Word, Sacra­
ments, and other his holy Ordinances, appointed and ianfli- 
fied for that purpoie^ until! it remove from an houie of flcih, 
into rhe Empyrean Heaven. And then,

t. The underftandingis firft filled with final! and everla­
fting contentment, by a cleare glorious fight of God, which 
they call Beatificallvifion5 whenweflial! fee him face io face·., 
know him as wee are known?, i Cw.15.12. fie him ar hee is3 
i loh.^. a.Forasthe Sunne of this world, by his beames and 
brightnefle illighteneth t;he eye, and the ayre, that wee may 
iee.not onely all other things,but alfohis owne glorious face: 
fo God blefled for ever, the Sunnes Creator, the Imperial! 
Sunne of the world above, in whole prefence, the united 
iplendour of ten thoufand of our Sunnes would vanifh away, 
asadarkefome moateandlumpe of vanity, doth by the light 
of his holy Spirit, fo irradiate the mindes of all the blefled, 
that they are thereby enlarged and inabled, not onely to be­
hold eminentlyin him, the beauty, gcodnefle and excellency 
of all creatures, in a farre more admirable and orient manner 
then in their owne beings; but alio his owne face, eflence, 
will and counfel?, perfections and attributes, incomprehen- 
fible greatueffe and Majefty.

2. Secondly, the wil] alfo is then fully and forever iati^· 
fiedwith a perfeft, inward, crernall communionwich God 
himielfe. Our iweete glorified Saviour, being God and man, 
by his humane nature affirmed, uniteth us co God, and by his 
divinenacureafluming, uniteth God unto us: ib that by this 
fecretandfacredcommunion, wee are made in an admirable 
and blefled manner, partakers, and as it were, poffeffburs of 
God himielfe 5 and communicate with him in all his good- 
neffe, perfections excellencies, and happineffe. Ohbottom- 
Icffe depth, and dea^fl confluence of all joyes, pieafares,

fweet» -
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fweerncfies,dclights, unconceiveable, unutterable, infinite I 
Thisisthe iiiptemc end of our Creation and Redemption; 
the very flower, quinciflencc, and finew, as-ic were of our So- 
veraignegood, By thisaftof bleflednefle, we are filled with 
all thefulnefle of God: Hee becomes unto us All in all· io 
that thereby we live his very life, in purity, eternity,finccreii 
pleafures, highett perfe&ion ; though not to the height of 
hisinfinitenefie; for wee arebitcreatures; yet in proporti­
on to our capacitie, andutmoft poliihilitie,whichisafelici- 
tieabove meafucc,and paft imagination. In theft two afts 
thus exercifed about an infinite Objeft, God hiinfelfeidoth 
Blefleduefle, cfCntially and formally con lift: but principally 
in the fruition of God, by a full, immediate, and compleate 
communion with him, and moft blefled participation of 
all his glory and AH-fuftKiencie. And therefore Aqithui 
andiall his followers come ihort, in placing our hightft 
blifle, onely in the aft of the unduftanding, the vifion of 
God. I am wont to exprefleand illuftrate it thus: though 
there be aninfinite diftanceand disproportion in the things 
compared: It would mightily delight a man, really and in 
perfon,with eafeand faferie to pafle over and view the cir­
cuits of the whole earth, and all the wonders of the world, 
all the great citties, renowned men,magnificent courts,rich 

* s« mines, fpizie Hands, * Chryftall mountaioes, coafts of 
Pearles, rockes of Diamond, &c. of which Geographers 
write, and Travellers talke: but if befides, as hee pafled along) 
he ihould have fure and everlafting poflefiion given of them 
all, what a immeafurable material! addition would it make 
unto his ipeculative delight? And with what ftrange amaze­
ment and admiration of his making for ever, and marvellous 
happinefle, would it raviih his heart ? Even fo proportio­
nally, but above all degrees of comparifon; though a bound- 
lefle Ocean, endlefle fweetnefle, and inexplicable joy arife in 
the foule from the fight of God; yet this bliflefull commu­
nion, whereby we poffefle and en j oy him,in a neere, excellent 
unipeakeable manner; and partake with him in al! his excel­
lencies, perfections,and felicities,dothcrowne,as it were,our 

Crowns
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Crowne of glory, and aftuate thit heart-raviftiingcontem­
plation, with the very life of everlafting life, and foule of hea­
venly joyes and higheft blifte. Thus, and in this manner doc 
the reftlcfte wanderings a nd infin ice appetite of thefe afpiring 
fparkes of heaven, cur immaterial! and immortal! fpiiits, 
come to fi. all reft and everlafting repoie : When at laft 
they ihall grafpe in the acmes of their defire, that chiefeft 
good, the moft glorious Dcitie, and bathe themfelves free­
ly and fully in that ever-during Welfpring of Immortality 
and Life. Bur now ict afide the fruition of this O! jinfi­
nite both in excellency and endlefnefte, the finely aime and 
end of the foules endlefte afpitations : and though thou 
ihonTdeft crownea nun compleately with the worthofthis 
whole world, the admirable fplendour of the Emperean hea­
ven, the beauty of a ihining Sunne-like body, the rich and 
royall endowments inherent in a glorified foule, the fwee­
teft company of Saints and Angels, the comfortofeternicy; 
yet his foule would ftill be full of emptinefleand appetite, 
and utterly to ieeke for the in re ft Sanftuiry, and fupremeft 
folate,to fettle her uniatisfied longings upon. Onely once 
admit it to the face of God, by Beatifical] Vificn, and co fru­
ition ofthe moft glorious and evcr-blefled Trinity, by im­
mediate communion, and fo consequently co thofe Torrents 
of pleafures, and fulnefle of joy flowing thence ;and then 
prefencly, and never before, its infinite defire expires in the 
bofomeof God, audit lyes, as itwere, downe ioftly, with 
fweeteft peace and full contentment, in the imbracerner.ts cf 
everlaftingblifte. The other innumerable ineftiniable joyes 
in Heaven, are, I deny not, tranfeendent, and ravifhing : 
bur they are Luc all acccflbries to this Principal], drops to 
this Ocean, glimpies co this Sunne. Well then, if this be 
the onely way to the foules ecernall welfare; then thofeun- , 
happy foules, which runne a contrary courfe, and ieeke for 
fatisfa&lon in any creature, or created comfort, Hand defer- 
vedly ftill upon the racke of reftlefte difeomentminc, and are 
juftly curfed with thegnawing rageofunfatiablcnefle: and 
muft needs bee fo. Forbefides, i. That the furious torrent 
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ofour fenluall corruption, being once on foote after worldly 
pleafures,aid fuelling by a continual! infufion ofhellifh poy- 
ibn, doth with an impetuous headftrongnefte, beare and 
breake downe all bonds and bankes of moderation and ftinr, 
mid will never bereftrained from its unfatiable rage, ifGod 
helps ΜΟΓ,υηΰΙΙ it be iwallowed up in the bottomlefle gulfe 
of mifery and horrour : for it is the native propertie, or 
rather, poyion of inordinate affeftion, not onely codrinke 
deepe of finfull delights, buttocarroufe, to bedrunke 5 nay, 
toaddeunquenchable thirfl unco drunkenneile, fucking them 
in with freth fupply of endlefie greed i ne ffc, as the Horfe- 
leach corruptblood, till it burft againe. 2. That the infi­
nite defire ofthe foule confined roacreature, orany world­
ly comfort, is pained and pinched, as a foote wedged ina 
ftcaiteihooe 5 it being no competent or proportionable fi- 
tisfaction co its expectation and large capacity. Hence iris, 
that give Κλ to they iky, and. hee will ambitioufly 
purfuethe Soveraigntie of the whole earth. Lee ^kxmdtr 
conquer the world, and hee will aske for moe: let thofe be 
fubdued, hee would dimbe up the rtair.’sofhis vafle defires 
towards the ftarres: if he could afpire thither, hee would 

α Nonfatiatani. neepe beyond the heavens, &c. Noareft unto mans foule, 
nipi?DWs ga^dii inGodsce^ 3. That there being no proportion
vcra,&.ccrurccr-5e[WCefie fpiric and bodies; thou mayeft as well undertake

εθ with Wnedome,a chert with vertue; as thioeim-
mortall foule, with gold, filver, riches, high roomes, this 
whole materiall world, or any earthly thing. See Ecclef. 5. 
10, 4. I fay, befides thefe three catlies of unfatisfiableiiefk, 
God himfelfe doth juftly put that property and poyfon into 
all worldly things doted upon, and defired immoderately; 
that they fhall plague the heart that purines them; by fil­
ling it ftill with a furious and frefti fupply of moregreedi- 

bAvmtiainCatij. nefte,longingsjealoufies, and many miferable difeontent- 
Mn ebrieus. e; ments: (0 that they become unto it as drinkeunroa bdrun- 
ficut ebrii, qunti, *
jiJus viiii ingu gi- . _ ...
rant/anto magisad fitiminfhtnnuiitui:iic& ifliquoq; infaniam hancindomita niinquam (Were pof. 
iimt,(cdquanto magistuas opts angeri vi<l:n:,tant0 & concupiitcatia m gti flagrant. Nequeantea a 
pdlimo appetitw hecabfiKunt^dance inipfuir. maliiis profundti deC«r.dcritit.iOry/C Him. 2
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kard,amaninacdropfic,or burning feaver, ferve onely to 
inflame it with newheace, and fierie additions ofinfaciable 
third: and inordinate Juft. No marvcll then though the o"^'}1a*aiU|" 
working heart ofevery naturall man, unreconciled to God, 
be * like the raging fea that cannot reft. That roaring Ele- "· 
ment, to which the Spirit of God refembles a wicked raan, af ’tidaTiiwm. 
muft needes be a much troubled and very reftlefle creature;
lithic is continually tolled, and turmoyled with variety ofnim^dipitando 

contrary and confuted motions· that of efluation, revoluti- plusapperir. huje 

on,reflection, defeenfion, and agitation by thc:windes: tem- et. Grtg. n aap. 

blably, ifthou couldeft tee the infide of the greateft gracelefle g
Monopolift, and ingrofterofall the moft deiirable excellen- je.zo. 
eies under the Sunne, gliftering in the higheft Emperiall 
Throne upon the earth;thou ihouldeft behold hisheart for 
all that, rent afonder with many raging diftempers,and tem- 
peftuous whirlewindes of contrary lulls ■ 2 very hive of un- 
numbred cares, forrowes, and paflions; boyling inceffandy 
withirkfome lulpitions, falte feares, inlatiable longings,te- 
ctet grumblings ofconfcience, torturing diftraftions,and tu- 
multuations of hell.

By the way, let me tell you, thatthis immoderate defire, 
inordinate delight which I ipeake of, glued to fome Ipeciall 
fenfuall objeft, which naturall corruption Angles out, and 
makes chiefeft choife of,· to follow and feed upon, wi th grea­
teft contentment and carnal 1 fweetnefle, becomes the parents 
of every mans bofome finne.

Ifit fall in love with honours and greatneffe, it breeds and 
brings forth ambition, which is an unquenchable third after 
vifible glory, and a gluttonous hunting after high roomes. 
As it inhabited! the higheft and haughtieft fpirits, and is lii- 
perlative and tranfcendentinits objeft and afpirations; fo 
of alltheftormy perturbations, which rent and rage in the 
heartofman,itismofttempeftuousand delperate. Ventrous 
it is toclimbeupanyftaires of bafcnelle, bribery, blood ; t® 
tread upon theruines ofthe nobleft innocency,upon the mer- 
cilefle delegations of deareft friends and neareft kindred, to 
domineere for a while, though it be damned everfaftingly

Q after·’
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' afterwards-.as it is too cleere in the Turkifh Emperor?, and 
in that great Mafter of mifchiefeand Machia veil fme, Richard 
thetbird,of this Kingdome, who with a bloody handpref·. 
fedout the breath of thofe two orient Princes inthe Tower, 
hisNephcwes, and naturall Lords. It is vi&orious overall 
other affections, and mailers even the fenfuality of luftful] 
pleafures ;asappeares in the greateft Warriours,and ancient 
Worthies amongft theHeathen, who tempted with the'ex- 
quiGtenefle and variety of choifeft beanties, yet forbore that 
villany not for conference fake and feare of God whomthey 
knew not j but left they ihould interrupt the courfe, and 
ftop the current of their warrelike reputation, ambitious de- 
Ggnesand achivements of ftate. But whatsoever other pe- 
(went propertiesempoyfon it, it never Failes to engender in 
the heart, which harbours it, as its proper Thunder-bolt 
and blafting, feares, cares, jealoufies, envies, enragedthirft 
ofriGngftill, impatience of competition, uncapableneffe of 
fatiety, which is moft for my purpofe. For the proud and am­
bitious man enhrgetb hit depre ns Ml, and is as death, and 
cannot he fainted. Who can fill the hottoralefle
pit of hell, or ftop the unfatiable jawes of death; neither can 
the greedy humour of an haughty fpirit, the afpiring info- 
lencieof a boifterous Nimrod be poffibly ftaied or Ainted; 
no not with the top and variety ofBigheft honours,though 
hee ihould alone and abfolutely be crowned with the Sove- 
raignicieofthe whole earth, and command the felicities of 
this wide-world.

If itfall in love with riches, it breedsand brings forth co- 
vetouibeffe, the vileft, and bafeft ofall the infe&ions of the 
foule, in the moft contemptible, and dunghill dlfpofition. 
For this Kyte-fooced corruption wherefoever it ieizeth,and 
domineeres, blafts and banifheth all noblencfle of fpirit, 
naturallaffeftion, humanity, diferetion, reafon, wiiedomes 
njanlinefle, mutuall entertainements, entercourfe of kinde- 
nefle and love; and turnes all, even the foule it felfe, into 
earth and mudde. Itdrawes by a cunning referred bafenefle, 
all occafionij circumftances, advantages, wicce, policy, 

even
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even friends,and acquaincancejnay, Religion, confcience,and 
all to be ferviieable, and contributary to a greedy Wolfe, and 
raging Gangren of hoarding tip Gold, and worldly pelfc. 
In a word, it makes a man with a Bedlam cruelty to con- 
temne himfelfe, body and foule, fora litcletranficory trafh; 
wilfully to abandon both the comfortable enjoyment of the 
ihorc time of this prefent mortalitie, and all hope of. the 
length of that blefled eternity to cojne.'A'nd as the objeft 
•of it is moft earthly, bale, and incompetent, fo of all other 
vileaffe&ionsjitismoilfottilhly, andfenfeleflyunfatisfiable. 
For bow is it poftible that earth Ihould feede or fill the im­
material!, and heaven-bornefpirit efaman? It cannot be, 
and the Spirit of God hath laid, it (hall notbejEcc&jrj. io. 
and 4. 8. Hu that lovethfiver, faUnoi be falisfed ivith fiver. 
The eye is not fails fed with riches. Henceitis,thatthedeepe- 
lier and more eagerly the dropfie heart of the covetous man 
doth drinke of the golden ftreame, the more furioufly ftill it 
is inflamed with unfatiable thirft: nay, certaine it is,that if he 
ihould purchafe, and poflefle a Monopoly of all the wealth in 
the world: were he able to empty the Wcfteme parts of Gold, 
and the Eaftofallher Spices,and precious things; ihould he 
enolofe the’whole face of the earth from one end ofheaven to 
another, and beape up his · hoard to the ftarres 5 yet his heart 
would be as hungry after more riches, as ifhee had never a 
penny, and much more.

If it fall in love with beauty, and the fwaggering bravery 
of good fellowihip, it begets luft, and fenfuality; which 
make their minions madde with bitternefle and malice a- 
gainft the very leaft glimpfe of holinefle, or any religious re- 
ftraint; enrage them with mutuall fury, to engulfe themfelves 
into the bottomlefle whirlepoole of fenfuali pleafures, and 
foempoyfontheir hearts witha furious unquenchable thirft 
after them, that they will never leave their hold, and 
haunt, untill they either be broken with tbe hammer of 
the Word, or burft with the honour of defpaire. You may 
•race thefe peftilent properties in the praftife of thofe volup­
tuous Gallants, Wifedome 2, ζ a Booke though not of

Q_2 divine
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divine authoritie, yet profitable for precepts of morality .) 
In which Chapter you may. finde, as I Have ever-conceived, 
a defcription co thelife3 and mcft exaft Character of the 
good-fellowes of our times; who are traufporced equally 
with a defperate ΐη Πιί able humour of ravenous feeding upon 
the froth and filth of their impure delights, as greedily as 

U<n»j,j.<. theOxe fuckes in.water: and with an implacable enmity 
againft the purity, and power of godlint He. Forthefirft, 
heare their cry unto their companions. Verfe 6. &c. Con 
on therefore, let m enjoy the good things that are prelent; and let 
itf fiitdily ufi the creatures life at in youth. Let us fi'l oier 
fives with cofily Wine, and Ointments : and let no fewer of 
the Spring pafe by vs. Let us crowne eur filves with Ikf·. 
buds before they be withered. Let none of us got without hit 
part of cur velttptnoufnefe : kt us leave to fens of our joyful, 
nijfe in every place· fir this is our portim, and our let is tbit. 
For the other; take notice of their boyfterous daggering 
combination, to become bloody goades in the fides, and 
crueil prickes in the eyes of Gods people. For proportio­
nable to their impatiency of being croft in their courfeof 
pleasures, is their rage in perfecuting the godly. And 
therefore being refolute to live and die gpod fcllowes,they 
alfo reiblve from the fame ground, to h'pld an everlafling 
unreconciliable oppoficion in the way which is called Holy, 

Λ& aliΛ efpccially, fith every where it is fo fpoken againft. Whence, 
Ifay,theygrowand glue themfelves together in this com­
bination, Verfi io, 8tc. Let vs oppreffe the poors ri^oie- 
ow man.---------  Let our frength be the law of jitfiice : for 
that which is feeble, is fissnd to be. nothing worth. Therefore 
let vs Ik in waits fir the righteous ,· becaufe hee- is not fir 
our tume, and bee is clcane contrary to our doingr, hee upbrai- 
dab vs with our offending the Law, and objeiieth io our in­

famy, the tranfigreflion of our education. Hee. profiffeth to 
have the knowledge of God : and hee calleth himfelfe the childe 
of the Lord, Hee was made to reprove our thoughts. Hie 
ie grievous unto us : even to behold : fir his life is not life 
other mens, bis wayes are of another fafiint. Wit are eiieentd
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of him at counterfeits : het ahfiainelh from our wayes, at 
from fMineffe, hee pronounceth tht end of the juft to be fief, 
fed, and ntak^th bis boafis that God is his Father · _
Such things they did imagine, and were deceived ; fir their 
orvne wickedncfii bath blinded them. As fir the mjkeries of 
God, they fiww them not, neither hoped they for the wa­
ges of rigbteoufnejfe : neither difiemed a reward far blamelejje 
Joules.

If it edge, and cneager malice, itbreedes revenge, a wol- 
viih, and unnacurall thirft after blood: which haunts moft, 
the moft weake, fearefull, and cowardly fpirits. For we ever 
fee the bafeft and moft worchleflemen, to be moft malicious 
and revengeful]. Seidome doth it finde any harbour in a 
welbred, and a generous minde. As Thunders, Tempefts, 
and other terrible agitations in the ayre, trouble onely, and 
difquiet thefe weaker fraile bodies below, butnever diftuibe 
ordifmay thofe glorions heavenly Ones above: fo fcurrill 
girds, imperious doggednefle, difgraces, and wrongs, vexe, 
and diftemper men of bafer temper : but the nettling difpo- 
ficion, caufelefle fpite, and childifh brawlings of hafty 
fooles, wound notgreat and noble fpirits. Now this boy- 
ling and bitingdiftemper, though againft nature it feede 
upon blood : yet, fo true is the point I purfiae, f buc 
would you thinke it ? ) is alfo iniatiable. Witnefle chat 
Monitor of Millaine, who, as * Bodin reperteth, when "hee * D< 
had furprifed upon the fudden, one whom hee morcilly 
hated, hee prefently overthrew him; and fetting his dag­
ger tohisbreaftjtold him,hewoald certainely have bis blood, 
except he would renounce, abjure, forfweare, and blafpherue 
the God of heaven. Which when that fearefull man, coo 
finfolly greedy ofa roiferable life, had done ina moft horri­
ble manner; he immediacly difpatcht him, asfbone as thofe 
prodigious blafphemies were out of his mouth : and in a 
bloody triumph inflating over his murthered adverfarie, as 
though whole hell had dwelt in hisheart; hee added this 
moft abhorred fpeech: Oh, faith hee, this is right nobIeB 
and heroicall revenge 5 which doth not onely deprive the 
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body of a temporary life, bur brings alio che never-dying' 
r ,r foule unto everlafting flames. Witnefie the crnelleft of men, 

°u° '* h Mahomet che great, who as the Story reports, was in his time 
the death ofeight hundred thoufand men. Bur above all, that 
Beaft of Rome carties away the bell for infatiablenefle ih 
blood-fucking, who though hee1 was long fince drunkewith 
thebloodof the Saints, as with new Wine? and in his drun­
ken humour hath furioufly fpilr, and powred out upon the 
faceofChriftendoroe, a world of blood, almoft all in out re­
membrance : Witnefie the horrible deale of Chriftian blood 
which that mercilefleMonfter, the Popifh Inquifition iwal-i 
lowes downe in iecrettWicnefie the increadible butcheries ex-; 
ecuted uponjProfeflburs in the Low-countries: Gefle the 
reft by that cruell confeftion of " diva, whoboaftingin the· 

tun ntM·?· i ’7· bloodihed ofthe Saints, laid on a time at his table, that he had 
been diligent in rooting out of herefie (fo the Antichriftians 
call the right way to heaven.) For beftdes thole wbichwere 
flaine in watte, and focret mafiacres, he.had put into the hand 
of the Hangman eighteene thoufand in the (pace of fixe 

b DifceHens ex I- yeares: Witnefie b Farneji™ his ferall resolution at his depar-,, 
nng out of Italy; to make his Horie fwlmme in the blood of 

ramerte daturum the Lutherans: Witnefie that moft abhorred prodigiousvik 
«ίΛν Iany,that ever the Sunne fawi the mailacre at Paris, when 

theranormneruo- in divers places of France, about0 threefcore thoufand per· 
iuS equ^'fons were murchered, and the flreecsof that Cittie, as ths 

δΐ·<^ cwtnt. Storie fells us,ftrewed withcarkafes, the Pavements, Market- 
<Hi&ofFrance, places, and Paver died with blood: Witnefie, hefldesother 
j‘i-79^ , cruelties and bloody afili&ions, three hundred faithfull fer-

vapts of Chrift burned to afhes in this Kingdome, within 
Bis veto tempo-lefle then five yeeres: Witnefie that horrible parricideper- 
CWlaSorbm Petrate€l upon the Royall perfons oft wo French Kings, Hen- 
kiiominitim ™ the third and fourth, who were (ucceffively butchered in 
j^ua'iLLu^A barbarous manner, by two Popifh Aflafins, Clement 
Tunt. Front ifiuj andKm//wc:Nay,inthe latecivill wanes.of France,twelve 

hundred thoufand naturall French are laid co be flaine: this 
which hccah Romifh Beaft being the bellowes and incendiary, &c. Yeti 

ty» though hee hath already drunke up fuch a deale of blood 
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as infatiably, as Behemoth the river Iordan; hec is yet ft ill like 
aihe-wolfe in the evening; at this very time caroufing al- 
moftinall corners of the Chriftian world, the blood of the 
Martyrs of lefus as greedily, and with as furious thirft, as e­
ver hee did, fince the Dragon firfl gave him his power. But Rcvd. 13.4. 
Ihopeintheftrong God of our falvation (-Forfireng is the ncvd.iU. 
Lord God9whojftdgett> the Whore) that this is the laft draught 
and thatupon his nexthealth,asit were,begun totheDevill, 
in this cup offiery.cruelty againft the fervantsof Chrift, the 
ViallofGods unquenchable wrath will choake him for ever. 
Blood he fhall have enough, but from the revenging hand of 
the Lord God of recompences, in fury, and jealoufie.

2 Befides, that thus the rage of unfatiableneffe and reft- 
lefnefle of purfuit, doth ft ill boy le in every carnail heartj that 
is carried immoderately after its owne waye?, or inordinately 
.upon any earthly thing: it is alfo thereby in Gods juft 
judgement extraordinarily hardened, and eftranged from 
God. For the deepelier our affeftions are drowned in the 
World, and endeared to any fenfuall delight; the more def· 
perately arethey divorced from God, anddeaded to hea­
venly things. Itisjuft with God, to fuffer that heart tobe 
turned firft into earth and mud; and after to freeze and con­
geale in fteele and Adamant, which preferres.Earth before 
Heaven; a dunghill before Paradife; broken ciftemes which 
can hold no water, before the ever-fpringing Fountaine of 
glory and blifle; a few bitter-fweete pleafures, for an inch of 
time iu this vale of teares, before unmixed and immeafurable 
joyes, through all eternity in thofe glorious manfionsabove. 
,Our hearts are originally hard by the curie of Nature, Eze^ 
1 i.rp.afterward by a wilfullcourlejand continuance in finne, 
we adde Adamant of our owne, Efay 48.4. Zach. η. 12. and 
by not fuffering the Sword of the Spirit to fearch and/under 
our minion-delights from our bofomes, Hei.4.7. Then 
Satan is let loofeto put to his iron finewes, Luf. az.^.Laftly, 
,God himfelfe hardeneth byanaftof juftice,.aswee mayfee,Ιο&π.*β, 
.Exod.g. 12. Thus the heart which hates to be reformed, 
.being glued to a fenfuall objeft, or worldly luft, by its owne
.... Q_+ inbred
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inbred corruption, infuGon of helli(hpoyfon,and juftcurfe 
| ofGodgrowcs into fuch a prodigious rocke: that no croflc 

or creaced power; not the fofttft eloquence, or fevered 
courie; nay, not the weight of the whok world, were it all 
pre ft upon it, can poffibly mollifie or redaimeit, I: will ne­
ver yeeld or relent, or be rent from its darling delight, but dye 
in its deadnefle, and be defperately hardened for the very 
depth of Hell 5 except the Almighty Spirit take the hammer 
ofthe Word into bis owne hand, tbatby his fpeciall unrefi- 
ftabk power, and mercifull violence, he may firft breakeitin 
pieces withlegall rcmorie, arid after by the fprinkling and 
powerfull application of Chrifts blood, re fol ve it into teares 
of true Evangelicall repentance; that fo onely by a gracious 
miracle of divine mercy, it may befoftned, ianftified and fa. 
wed. The ftubborne leweswere heavily loadcn with anex- 
traordinary variety of moft grievous croflcs andaflliftions. 
There was nothing wanting to make them outwardly mife- 
rable;andnomifery infliftedupon theno,but upon purpofe 
to humble and take downe their rebellious hearts. The Pro­
phet Ejiy, Chop. i. paints out to the life the rufull ftate of 
their frefh bleeding deflations: The whole head ( faithhee) 
it and the rebole heart it heavie, &c. ( for the place is 
meant, not as fome take ir, of their finnes, but of their for- 
rowes.) But all thefe blowes and preflures were fofarre 
from melting them, that they made them harder; Wbtr^e 
famldyoube fmitten any more, for ye fall array more and mon? 
What created power can poffibly have more power upon 
the foules of men, than the iacred Sermons of the Sonne of 
6od, who fpake as never manfpakc? And yet Hisdeare in­
treaties, and melting invitations, which fweecly and tender­
ly flowed from that heart, which was refolved to fpill its 
warmeft and inmoft blood for their fakes, moved thofe fliffe- 
necked lewesnevera jot- Hierufalem, Hierufolem, how fui 
wouldI, and you would not ? Matt.2^. yj. Ifaiah3 that Noble 
Prophet - whofe macchlefle ftile, incomparably furpafleth 
the uemoft poffibility of all humane invention; and to which 
shechoifeftelegancies ofprophane Writers, arepurebatba-

1 rifine,. 
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rifme, (hed many,and many a gracious ihowre ofmoft hea­
venly, piercing, fweeteft eloquence upon a finfull Nation,aud 
rebellious people, which were fruidefly /pile as water upon 
the ground, or loft, as upon the hardeft flinr. His many hea­
venly ibule-iearching Sermons, which breathed nothing but 
fpirit and life; yet to them hardened in their finnes, and ha­
ting to be reformed, were but as an idle and empty breath; 
vaniihing into nothing, and fcattered in theayre. The Lord Bfyir i. 
(as he faith) made hit mouth like a fbarpe/rvord, and himfelfe 
acbofen foafr^ and yet that two-edged fwordwas full often 
blunted upon their hardeft hearts; and his keene arrowes 
difcharged bya skillfull hand, rebounded from their flinty 
bofomes, as (hafts (hot againft a ftone-wall. Which made 
that SeraphicaH Orator cry out; I have laboured in vaine, I Veift 4, 
have ^tnt my flrength for naught, and in vaine. A courie of 
extraordinary feverity and terrour, wastaken with the Ty­
rant Pharaoh, he was not onely chafti fed with rods, but even . 
fcourged with Scorpions; and yet all the plagues of Egypt 
were fo farre from taming, and taking downe his proud 
heart; that every particular plague added unto it a (everall 
iroa finew · fo farre they were from foftning it, that they 
feared it more. Nomateriall weight can more crufh the heart 
of a man into pieces, than brayingin a mor ter: and yet faith 
Salomon, Though iboit fotddeft bray a fbolc, an old obftinate 
(inner, in a mortcr among wheats with apefk : yet will not 
hit foolifhntffe, his wilfull cruelty in killing his owneibule; 
and Bedlam madneffe, in exchanging a little tranfitory plea- 
firte, with endlefte paine, depart from him. Prov. ιη. 22.
Now what an horrible hardneffe, and hellifh ftone isthar, , 
which no minifteryor mi(ery,nay,nor miracles, See Exod. 
30.27. J King.i^,^. 2 King.i.u. Job. 18,12. nor mercies, , 
Ef^ 26.10. can poflibly mollifie ?

Here now ihould I have pa fled outofthis point,did Inbt ■; 
conceive, that of all the waightieft civill affaires incident to > 
humane deliberation, there is none more material], impor­
tant, or of greater confequence, either for extremeft outward I 
vexatiooj and hearts-griefe;or extraordinary fweete content- -

meat,· ,
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£°^' merit, and continuill peace, then matter of marriage» A word 
PiMdifK malum, or two therefore of, 1, convenient entrance into, and,2.com- 
tetrearisinfenw,. fortablc enjoyment of thathonourablc eftate.
eVrimtim ergoin Forthefirft:i.LctthychoycebeintheaLord, according 

to blefled Saint Pardi Rule, τ Cor.7.39. ow/j inthe Lord, Let 
f«»» de piedebe the fitft mover of thine affeftion, the prime and 

prin«paU ponderadon in this greateft affairejand then con- 
i ««tceiveofperlonage,. parentage, and portion, as they fay, and 

™Zd)SpleZfilZ fuch outward things, and worldly additions, asacomforta- 
by mutyini »m ble acceffory, conlideration onely in a fecond b place. Let the 

hereby ^‘ZZ world fay what.it will, to a mind truely generous, and enno- 
eurre hu wien- bled with grace, the abfoluteft concurrence,and quinteflen tiall 

exquifiteneffe ofbeauty, gold, birth, wit, or what elfebefides 
ent> the fewe if may be found moft remarkable and matchlefle in that fexe, 

ihould be nothing, nor hold icale with the lighted feather 
linketbemfiiw iB upon any Ladies head, in refpeft of a gracious difpofition and 
Hookers' τλμ. godly heart. Religion and the feare of God, as it is generally 
phrnfix.i.z. sca. the foundation of all humane felicitie · fo muft it in fpeciall 
c/tciculTQui' be accounted the ground of all comfort and blifle, whichman 
Domino nonpiao and wife defire to finde.in the enjoying each of other. There 
π ^mo’ffcndH^ was never any gold, or great friends; any beauty,or outward 
υΊςΊϊπΜίοΓείη. bfaygry, which tied truly fail and comfortably any marriage 

b’num- knot. It is onely the golden linke, and noble de of Chriftia-
SetenT"^10' anc^ Grace, which, hath the power and privilege to 
safaris? 'a'a make fo deare abond lovely,£andeverlifting; which can iea- 

fon and ftrengthen that neereft infeparable focietie with true 
iweetnefle and immortaiiiie.

. 2. Let conjugall love warme thine heart, at lead in fome 
meafore with affeftionate contentment, and fome more fpe­
ciall repole upon the partie, as one with whom thou canil 
heartily and comfortably confort: for the husband, all con­
currents, and ordinary poflibilities coniidered, ought ro fet­
tle his affeftions upon his wife, as the fitted that the world 
could have afforded him : and rhe wife ihould reft her heart 
upon her husband, as the meeteft for her, that could have 
beene found underthe Sunne. By aconftant encercourfeof 
which mutual! contentment in each other, the husband will

be

what.it
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be to the wife as a covering of her eyer, that ihee lift them not Cen 10·»«. 
'upamorouflyupon any man : and the wife to the husband, 
the pleafiireof hie eyes, that he may ftill looke upon her with E«k.a4.i^ 
fober and Angular delight. Otherwife they will finde burcold - 
comfort in that counfell and commandement of Salomon., Prov.
5,18.19. Rejoyce with the wifeofihy youth. Let her be at the loving 
Hind,and pleafant Roe: let her breads fatisfie theeat aUtimer^and 
be thou ravijht alwayes with her love. Without this mutuall com­
placency, that I may fofpeake, and loving contentment each 
in other, I doubt whether I (houldencourage any to proceed. 
And yet why ihould not a comfortable concurrence of grace 
on both fidesjconient of Parents, meecnefle in ftate, ftature, 
birth, yeeres, and all other requilites befides, create in a mor­
tified heart, matrimoniall affeftion ? And yet Γ would by no 
meanes caufeleily confine andenfbare any. And yet I would 
not have an invincible Antipathy, and * leannoilove, but 
1 know not why, pretended, when as perhaps indeed and· 
truth irisonelycarnallcuriofity which breakesa convenient 
match.

3. Ingoing about fuch an important bufineffe, plie-the 
Throne ofGrace with extraordinary importunitie and fer- 
vencie of Prayer; preffe - upon, and wreftle, as ic were, with 
God in dayes of more fecret and fblemne humiliation for a 
bleflmgin thiskinde, and with that finceriryj that thou doe 
heartily defirehim,-wharfbever thy conceits, and expectati­
on offuture comforts, and conveniences may be ; yetifir be 
not with his liking,and to his glory, he would- bepleafed ta 
dafcitquite. A good wife is a more immediate gift of Godt 
Houle and richer, faith Salomon, are the inheritance of father/; ...' . . . r - · · a nine emorur,
but a prudent wif> r fromihe Lord. 3 And thtrerore fucn a rare fpeciaii quadam 

and precious Jewell b is to be fued and fought for at Gods 
Mercy feate, with more extraordinarie earneftnefle, irnpor-tempiam&pra- 
tunitie and zeale. And methinks, that wife, child ,or what other 
good thing is procured at Gods mercifull hand by prayer tef.,9.pnv.

Si boBum
vitx profuturum precibuta Deo & voti, pericurimaxime petcndi cRuxor bona1reddinira& resprof- 
peras 1st α orcs, & leviores adverbs ^contra vtro mala Sc fecundis infokicer, &triilibus delpondebir ■ 
antmuni· livrj thb connfrS^ let if not then brnntemved at ttf pritift» VHcsdeOfSc
Manti, cap :a.p?g,Z2. b Sec Gcntfi24.1 .
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fhould bring with it, even in our fence and thankefull ac. 
knowledgement.a thonfand times more fweemefleandcom- 
fort, then that which is caft upon us by Gods ordinary pro. 
vidence, without any fuiteatall, unto his heavenly High- 
neile.

4, Let the parties deale plainely and faithfully ote with 
the other, in refpeft of their bodies, foules, and outward 

< ftate. I meane it thus; That theyfhould not deceive and 
coozenonethe other by a crafty concealement, of fome foule 
difeafe, fpeciali deformity, natural! defeft, See. in body · efpe- 
cially, which they thinke in their conferences, and impartial! 
consideration, if it were their cafe, would breed intolerable 
diftafte and difeontenrmeut :'or of fome fecret maime and 
cracke in their outward ftate, which neither the other partie, 
or friends, doe either expeft, or fuipeft: for fb they may 
bring a great deale of after-miiery, and too late repentance 
upon the match. For naturally wee hate them which beguile 
us. Anda man or woman is moft impatient of failing, and 
being difappointed of their hopes and expectations, in fo 
great and weightie affaire as Marriage is. And therefore it 
were very convenient, and much better to difclofethe one 
unto the other, the material! infirmities and wants in either 
of their bodies or goods, though with hazzard of miffing 
rhe match; rather then the one to obtaine the other, with 
guile, cunning, and after-difeomfort. I faid alfo, in refpeft 
of their foules; by which I meane; that for the time of 
Wooing onely, as they call it, they ihould not pur on a vi- 
zour,flowriih, and (hew of Religion, converfion, and grace; 
wheuin deed and truth,thereisnofiichmattcr. Forthisex- 
ecrableimpofturealfo, is fbmerimes villanoufly praftifed,co 
the infinite prejudice, and perpetuall hearts-griefe of the de­
luded partie. And not onely dome parties are cunning, re­
ferred, and faulty this way; buc even Chriftian friends are too 
often too forward, peremptory, and audacious, in giving 
teftimoniesand aflurances in fitch cafes. Now this is the grea­
teft guile, andmoft curfed coozenage of all; when one con­
ceives, by the prefent cunning carriage of the partie, and 

partial!
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pmiall information of friends, that he or (hee hath met with 
a foule beautified with grace 5 whereas when it comes to the 
try all j hath juft none acquaintance with God at all.

Now I come unto the iecond Point ·, A religious and com­
fortable continuance in the Marriage-ftate. For the happy 
atcainement whereof; let nstake notice of, and to heart; firft, 
fome common Duties, which are mutually to be performed 
on both fides.

I. Lovingnefie. Which isa drawing into aftion, and kee­
ping in exerciie that habit ofconjugall affeftion,Matri moni- 
all love mentioned before. It it a fweet, loving, and tender­
hearted powring out of their hearts, with much affeftio- 
nate dearenefle, into each others bolbme; in allpaflages, 
carriages, and behaviours, one towards another. This mu- 
tuall melting-heartedneffe, being preferved frelh and 
fruitful!, will infinitely fweetenand beautifie the Marriage 
flare.

For an uninterrupted preiervation of this amiable deport­
ment on both fides ;letthem confider,

1. The wife hand of Gods gracious providence guided all 
the bufiaefle, and brought it to pafle. And hee commands 
conftainciein this loving andlightfbme carriage, Pro.^.
Rejoyce with thy wife of tby youth. Let her be as the loving 
Hind3 and foafant Roe, kt her breads fit is fie thee at all lime/, 
andbethmravifhed alwayts with her love. Seea\CoEphef. 5.25. 
Me thinkes this charge from the holy Ghoft, being often re­
verently remembred, fhould ever beate backe and banilh 
from both their hearts, all heart-rifingand bitterneffejdiftafte, 
and difaffe&ions; all wicked willies, that they had never met 
together, that they had never feene oneanothers feces, &c. 
When the knot is once tied,every man Ihould thinke his wife, 
a nd every wife her husband the fitteft for him of any in the 
World.' Otherwife, fo often as he fees abettetj he will wifh 
that his choiie were to make again;and fo fall off from tefpeft 
to this Gommandement, and from kindneffeandlove to his 
owne. Which is an inexpiabledifparagement to Gods pro­
vidence, and an execrable empoy foner of Marriage comforts.

2. That c
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2. That by the power of the honourable Ordinance of 
Marriage, the two are made one. And therefore they ought 
to bc as lovingly and tenderly affc&cd one unto the other, as 
they would bc to their owne flefo.

3, The compaflionite and melting compellations, which 
Chrift and his Spouie exchange in the Canticks·. My fain 
onefmy^er^nvfhvtfmf Dove, my undifiled, my welbdovedfibi 
chiefi of teuthoafiind, &c. whole chafte and fervent love that 
of married couplesfhould refcmble and imitate.

4. That theie mutuall expreffions, and exercife of this 
matrimoniall love, are very powerfull to preferve chaftity 
andpurenefle in body and ipirit on both fides.lt is noted of 

, Ifact that he loved Rebekah, dearely ■ and this was a ipechll 
■ prefervative, that he fell not to Polygamy or concubines, as 

many ofthe Patriarkesdid.
II. Faithfulnefie. 1. In rcfpefr of the Marriage-bed; 

which they oughtonboth fides to keepe inviolable, unde­
filed, and honourable. Wherein if they tranfgrefle,beiid« 
an whole hell of fpirituall naileries, they foike at the very 
finew, heart, and life of the Marriage Knot; and become 
liable (if theMagtflrate ihould doe, as God commanded a· 

■ mongft his people ) to the bloody ftroke of a violent death. 
And therefore it behoves all that enter this Ihre, co be hum­
bled,and repent for all former wanconnefle;or el ft,a thoufahd 
to one,it will breake out either into a fenfuall,immoderatea- 
buleofthe Marriage; which the Fathers call Adultery with 

■ a mans owne wife; or elfe into a luftfull hankering after the 
- 'grange woman.:

a Inrelpeft of domefticall affaires, and bufinefle of the 
family. The care and burthen whereof is common to them 
botb.Thehusbandthathatha prodigalland a flothfull wife, 
doth but draw water with a Sive, as the Heathen man faid, 

• and cafts his labours into a bottomlefie iacke. And the wife 
■ that is matcht withan idle unthrifty Husband, drawes a Catt 

heavie laden through a fandy way,without a Horfe.By which 
is intimited an impoiTibility of thriving in the world, and 
proipering in their outward ftate.

fides.lt


241comfortable walking with God.

2. In the concealement of each others fecret$: It is a very 
imnaturall andmonftrous treachery, to publifh one soothers 
faults and frailties, or any thing, which in hope of keeping 
counfell, they have communicated one to another. They 
are ill Birds, as they lay, that defile their owne nefis; and 
franticke Bedlams that fo throw dirt in each ochers faces.

HI. Patience, Which is as precious and necdfoll an ho­
ly duty,as I can poffibly commend in this cafe,for comfortable 
converGng together.

Fora more prepared and conftant exercife whereof; con­
fider,

i. That two Angells are not met together in a Matrimo­
nial! ftate, but a fonne and daughter of Adan: and there­
fore they muft looke for infirmities, frailties, imperfections, 
paffions,and provocations, on both fides.

2. That it is a charge given to all ; That theSunne mug not 
gee dewne upon their wrath: much more to Man and Wife 
linked together in the neereft bond.

3. That there never did, nor ever will come any good,by 
the falling out of Man and Wife. Well may they thereby 
become rediculous to their fervants, a by-word to their 
neighbours,Table-talke to the Country, troublersof their 
owne houle, and as a continuall dropping one unto another: 
but they fhall never gaine by their mucuall haftinefle, paffi- - 
ons,and impaciencie. What goodcan come by a mans an­
ger and indignation againfthis owne flefh? Whatprodigi- 
ousmadnefle is it forthem to grow ftrange, whom fommy 
and perpecuall bands have tyed fb fail; and who without 
dcareft and moft intimate Familiarity, can neithcrenjoy civill 
contentment or peace of confidence? Suppofe tharthebcart 
ihould fall out with the head, and denie unto it thole fpirits 
which become animall in thebraine, andlervefor exercife 
both of fenle, and by consequent of the higher part of che 
foule; What wouldfollow, but difiemper, diflraftion, and 
madneffe? Or chat the head (hould fall oucwich the body ; ς 
and thereupon reftraine from it the influence of animall fpi- 
rits, the inilruments of the quickning and moving it; What 

would
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would become of rhe head, when the body were dead? Pro- 
portionablemifchiefesandmiferies fall out upon the Marri- 
age-Aate,by falling out, ftrangenefle, bkternefle, and angry 
refervednefle betweene the panics.

This grace then will be of excellent life, andmuftbeexer- 
cifed many wayes:

i. In bearing with the wants and weakenefles, infirmi­
ties arid deformities of each other. And let the man (for.fbe 
woman·is the weaker veflell) remember for thispurpofe; 
hoy? many faults, frailties, and falls; and how many times 
Chrift remits and pardons to his Spoufe the Church. And 
hee ought to love his wife, as Chrift doth the Church,

5. The body doth not reje& the head, becaufeicie 
bald> or but one-eyed: The head ragethnot againft the body, 
becaufe it is deformed and difeafed, but doth rather condoli 
and iympathize.

2. About croffe accidents in the family, Ioffes in their out­
ward ftate j going backward of bufinefles, &c. They muft not 
lay the fault one upon another, to the breaking out into 

• choler, impatiencie, and ftamping 5 but both joyne with blef- 
fed Job, in that fweete and meeke fubmidion to Gods plea- 
fiire : ibe Lord hath given, and the Lord hath taken any'. 

iobi.»t. bkjfed be the name of the Lord.
5. In waiting for the converfion of one another· if either 

prove unconverted. In which cafe, be patient, pray,and ex- 
pe& Gods good time, We have God himfelfe a fweet Pat­
terne for this purpofe. See before, pag. 102. Or if the one be 
but a Babe in Chrift, weake in Chriftianity; deale fairely, 
lovingly and meekely. Let our Lord lefas his tender-hear- 
tedneffe to fpirituall yonglings, teach us mercy this way. See 
Epy40.11,

IV. A holy care and conscience to prefer ve betweene 
themfelves. f for there is a conjugall, as well as virginall and 

Ηώ. if. 4. viduall chaftity ) the marriage bed undefiled, and in all ho­
nour and Chriftian purity. It ought by no meanes to be ftai- 
ned and dilhonoured with fenfuali excefles, wanton fpee- 
ches, foolilh dallianse, and other uncleaneincentives of lull, 

yhich
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which marriage ihould quench, nor inflame. Even in wed- 
locke,intemperate and unbridled lull 5 immoderation and ex-' 
cefle is deemed both by ancient and moderne Divines, no bet-' 
ter than plaine adultery before God. . 1

Two ancient worthy Fathers, and * Auflin, ipeakea ttntm 
thus: What is the intemperate man in marriage, but his wives adul-f.f f, 
terer? The refoliation ofthe b reft found to the fame fenie. Ferans ■" conju- 

c As a man may be a wicked drunkard with his owne drinke:, and ^’Jidem^dilter 

aglutton,byexcefvedevonrwgof  bis owne nteate·; fo likewife, one^is^ 
may be unclean e in the immoderate uft of the marriage-bid. ■ vol

Even Popifh Gafuiftsdifoover and deceit aberrations andcarcdu^^"· 
exorbitancies of married couples in their Matrimoniall mee-ζ'£,‘4 
tings. (But reade fuch paflages with much modefty and 
judgement.) mariwm : omne

Nay here what a very Philofopher faith of the point: In p^^'ion c™? 
the private acquaintance, faith hee, and ufe of marriage, there dime camis, (cd 
mi fl be a moderation ; that is, a religious and a devout band: P0'1,11,5^  ̂

for that pleajure that is therein, muft be mingled with fame p aifionis, ted fc,- 

feverity. It muf be a wife and confcimable delight. A man 
nmfl touch bis wife difcreetly, and/or honefy, &c. Another libidinis, fedvos. 

thus: Marriigg ir a religious and devout bond : and that isf7'1'^ Ρ'θΡ'β*’ 
the reafon, the pleajure a man hath of it, fhculd be a ruo-b adulter eft «0- 

derate, fiaied, and Jer io us pleafttre, and mixed with feve-^f^ff!*^*' 
- rity : it ought to bee a delight fsmewhat clfcumjfeti and con- niet. in <mp. 18. 

feientioui. .
We may conceive, what moderate, reverent, and honoura- «ntioiis, 

hie thoughts Antiquity entertained ofthe Marriage ftate,and 
conjugal! chaflity: by Enari flue words, Epift. 1. ad omnes mare, quirt adui- 

Epif. Aphri. Let new married couples, faith he, yer two or three 
dayes ply Prayer,--------- that they may ha ve good children, end ΛίΡΛ 
pkafe the Lord in their marriage duties. rone's 3cbiX

fibiinvicem red- 
dcre^ed rurpiterconvenirc nondebenr. Grrf. Tom. a.ru ■ Snm.cnp.ty.Ctl, i 57a ConjueesfeipGsuci 
debencnon adturpitudinemmerctrici»ob(ca:nit«i«. fed ad temperMtiamhancftatis. SUS. M.ieyf. 
Si fubiudiamus <ra, praeeptum erit id conjugcs, ut pudice,& qui decct honeftate. matrimouinm inter 
itcohnt.utvircum uxore tempcrantcr & caftc bibitet, ncc torum matitalcm indignislifciTiis pteft- 
nct,fciantque conjugaunonquidvbfibi licerc: ftd uium tori legitimi debercefle modcratum, n· 
quidalienum ά conjugiipudoie 8t caftimonia idmiitint.Por.rn 0.4 cap. 1 j.ajnd. c Dod nun the 
fc^cntb Ctmmandement. d Ccnc.Tcm.i.p^.ioO.eitit.Bin.niu^h 1 afreet, Q^mdcts csnCnre,Cat. 
.l,lib.l.c«p. 4. yet in the feme Jcnfe 1 (licit, it fitly fervet my time.

R Now
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Now all intemperate, exceflivc, or any wayes exorbitant 
pollutions of the marriage-bed, though Magiftrates meddle 
not with them, becaufe they lie without the walkeof hu- 
nianeceniiire;yet aOuredly Gods pure eye cannot looke up­
on them, but without repentance will certainely plague them, 
Methinkes therefore, if the feare of God, awfullneffe tobis 
All-feeing Eye,love of purity, &c. will not reftraine from 
immodefty and immoderation in thiskinde; yet that fLivifh 
honour, left God ihould juftly punifh them therefore, with 
no children, mis-lhapen children, idiots, or prodigiouily 
wicked children, or fome other heavy crofles, ihould fright- 
them from fuch abhorred filth.

In the next place, let us take a view of, and to heart, duties 
peculiarand proper to each feverally,

I. To the Husband :
1. Let him behave himfelfe as a head to the body, 1 Cm. 

., ΐϊό·^^·2?·
“Τ'1” ’· The head is, as it were, the4 glory and crowneof

SiohS· cztcta the body-: So let the husband ihine, and (new himfelfe in a 
“"acimrofe- kind of eminencie, excellent ie,and anthoritie over the wife' 
mnc iiiud rerviii Tobean head,implies and imports a preeminence fbperiori- 

ty.and fbveraignty, as appeares by the Apoftles gradation, 
fabtime lowmtn i Cor. j 1.3. Man is the womans head, Chrift is maos head, 

God isChrifts head. For procuring and preferving which;. 
Let the husband be manly, grave, worthy; not light, vaine, 
contemptible: Let him not be bitter, wayward, paffionate:- 

» · Let him not be bale- minded, vicious, vaine-glorious : Let 
him not be a drunkard, a gamefter, a good-fellow. Diflb- 
lutenefle, and a dilordered life in the Man, doth much abate 
and diminifh the wives refpe&ivenefle and reverence unto 
him. Majeftie, authority, venerablenefle in any Superiour,is 
not any wayes more leflened or fooner loft, then by light 
behaviour,perfonall worthleftiefle, or unworthy deportment 
in his place. Whereas true worth, goodnefle, grace, ihinieg 
from within, doth beget a more loving reverence, and re­
verent love, then all outward formes of pompe and flate; 
shenanyboyfteipuinefle or big lookes canpoffiblyproduce..

" ’ ’ e. The
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2. The Head is the ftate of underftanding ; wifedome, 

discretion, forecaft. Out of which confederation ; Let the 
husband ftirre up, quicken and inlarge his manly fpirit, to 
comprehend, and rightly conceive all affaires,provifions,oc- 
cafions, offers, ingenuous deportment, and worthy ufages, 
which may any wayes procure and promote his wives tiue 
contentment, honour, and happineffe. It is his neceflary 
and noble charge, with a fpeciali and pun&uall care, and 
calling about co provide for her foule, body, comfort, and 
credit 5 with all meekenefle and love, tointtmft and informe 
her in all parties of her duty, and procurements of her 
good.

3. The Head indeede hath the precedency and preroga­
tive of nobleft operations, and the foules divineft arts, by 
the benefit of its native temper and conftitution,feate of the 
fenfes, and other proper inftruments fitted for fuch high im- 
ployments, and challenge of that excellencies yet notwith· 
Handing, the body and other parts are animated and enlived 
with the very fame ioule, both for fiibftance, facultiesim- 
morralkic,a&ivene(Ie every way: So that if the foot, forin- 
ftance, had an eare, andeye,ananimall fpirit, and an organi­
zation, as the Philofophers fpeake, apted for fuch functions, 
it would heare and fee, and underftand as well as the head. 
And therefore thchead, by a naturall inftinft, as it were, and 
(ympathie,doth continually and tenderly, with freih fucceffi- 
ons of a lively and quickning influence, cheri[h,andrefre(h 
other parts as well as it felfe. The husband, by the benefit of 
a more manly body, tempered with naturall fitnefle for the 
foule to worke more nobly in· doth,or ought ordinarily 
cutgoe the wife in largenefle of underftanding,height ofcou- 
rage, ftaiedneffe of refolution, moderation of his paeons, 
dexterity to manage bufinefles, and other naturall inclinati­
ons and abilities to doe more excellently; yet notwithfian-*^·^111®^' 
ding, let him know that his wife hath as noble a foule as sed 
himfelfe. Senias have no Sexes, as a Amhrofe faith. In the <trmlneur?^"en* e - . 3 t c I p 1t, qno o ci®
better part they are both men. And ifthy wives foule were vioiu>tior xa« 
freed from the frailty of her fexe, it were as manly, as noble, ™

R 2 as.................  
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as underlhnding, and every way as excellent as thine owne: 
Nay, and if it were pofiible for yon to change bodies; hers 
would wotke as manlily in thine, and thine as womanly in 
hers, Let the husband then be fo Carre from infulting over, 
contemning, or undervaluing his wives worth, for the weake. 
neffeoCher fexe; that out of conlideration thather foule is 
naturally every way as good as his owne ; onely the excel· 
lencie of its native operations, fome thing da mped, as it were, 
and difabled by the frailty of that weaker body, with which 
Gods wife providence hath clothed it upon purpofe, fora 
more convenient and comfortable, but ingenuous fervice- 
abkneflie to his good; that I fay, hee labour the moreto 
entertaine and intreat her with all tendernefle and honour, 
to recompeuce, a&itwere, her Offering in this kindefothis 
fake.

4. The Head isthewell-fpring of allquickning mo· 
lion and fenfe, livelinefle and lightfomeneffe to the body. If 
the derivation of animal! fpirits from the braine, were re· 
flrained and intercepted for a while; the body would bee 
prefentty furprized with a fenfelefl'e darnpc and deadpalfey. 
The wife for the husbands fake,' hath forfaken her native 
home, fathers houfe, father, mother, and many comforts in 
thatkinde: And therefore good reafon (hee ihould expeft 
now, and receive from her Head; new matter, and a conti­
nued influence of light-hearredneffe, comfortable enjoying 
her felfe, and cheerefull walking. If hee to whofe company 
and conditions (hee is now fo neerely and neceflarily con- 
fined, and, as it were, enchained, prove dogged, (he holdsher 
ielfe utterly undone for any outward contentment.

2. Let him dwell with her according to knowledge. 1 Pct.
3· 7·

it By a wife, difeovery at the firft, and timely ac­
quainting himfelfe with her dlfpofition,affections, infirmi­
ties, pailions, imperfect io ns - and thereupon with all· holy 
diferetion, apply and addrefle himfelfe in a faire and loving 
manner, to reftificand reforme all he can; and to bearethe 
jeftwith patience, parting by it without pailion and'impa- 

tiency,,
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tiency, ftiII waiting upon God by prayer, in his good time, 
for a further and more full redrefle and conformity. One of 
therankeft rootes ofdiftaftes and diiconrentment in theMar- 
riage-ftate, is the negleft of a pun&uall obiervation of each 
others properties 5 of taking the right meaiure of each others 
manners upon purpoft, that with mutual! patience and fon- 
bearance, they may iupport each other in love, and lovingly 
beareone anothers burthens. Memorable is that fpeech, and 
may be a fit medicine againft marriage-Jarres; which a re­
verend man received from an husband, being asked how fiich 
acholericke couple could fo conibrt together: Thur, faith 
he, when her fit if up on her 3 lyeeld to her3 at .Abraham did to Sara· 
and when my fit it upon me3 floe y eeldr to me: and fo we never firive 
together3 but afiender.

2 By a provident, diftreet, and patient ordering, gui­
ding, and managing bufinefles abroad, and family affaires; 
without that carking, impatiency, prevention, and diftruff 
of Gods providence 5 without that clamour, boyfteroufnefle, 
and confufion, with which worldlings are wont to trouble 
their owne houies. It is incredible to confider the vaft and 
unvaluable difference betweene the comforts, calmenefle, 
and many fweet contentments of an houfhould, governed 
by the patient wifedome of an heavenly-minded man: 
and the endlefle brawlings,bitter contcftations about trifles, 
diforders, domefticall hurly-burlies, &c. which haunt that 
family, where a cholericke, covetous, and hairebrained 
husband doth domineere. This latter, is like the middle re­
gion of theayre, continually tome and rent with freih com­
motions, thunders, and many tumultuous ftirres, which rile 
ac firft from a thing of nothing; a thinne invifible fume 
drawne out of the earth : So earthly things, vainer than the 
moft vanifliing vapour, doe ordinarily raiie in fuch Nource- 
riesof difquiecneffeandnoiie,aworldofneedlefre troubles, 
palfionate diftempers, and felfe-vexations. But the former 
is like the higheft part of the ay re, full of calmenefle, tran- 
quilitie, and conftant light, the Sunne of righteoufnefle flli­
ning ftillupon it with the blefled beamesof patience, con- 
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tenement and fpiriiuill noblenefle of minde, doth from time 
co time diflulvc and drive away all mifts of worldly movr. 
ning, ftormes of bictcmefle and brawling, matter of fuch 
fcniekffeandbrainelefle molefting one another} and doth 
with a fweece and kindly heate refrefti and fupport the heart, 
againft all cholericke encounters and ciofle accidents,by ver- 
tue of inch heavenly and healing cordials as thefe,which were 
wonttocalmeandrcpellthe moft tempeftueus afl'aults upon 
the affli&ed Saints, Job 1.21. 1 8^.3. 18.

3. But above all, by leading bis wife in the way of life, 
andp*fh,flutH called Holy. This is the flower and crowne 
of^ll his skill, to beableffed and manly gnide unto her to­
wards everlafting happinefle. For want of this wifedome, 
and will,many a poore foule lies bleeding unco eternall death·, 
under the bloody anal mercilefle hand of an ignorant, pro- 
phane, or Pharifaicall husband; which perhaps may have 
knowledge enough and too much, to thrive in the world, to 
profper in his outward ftate; to provide for ptoiperi tie; nay 
to opprefle, over-reach, and defraud his brother: But no 
wit, no underftanding, nobrainesa-t all, to teach, and tell 
his wife one foote of the right way to Heaven : Wife to doe 
evil!, as the Frabbet fieakes, Jerem, 4. 22. fact to dos · cod, 
no knowledge at all: No holy habit or heart to pray with 
her, to inftruft, and to encourage her in the great myftery and 
practice ofgodlinetfc· tokeepethe Sabbath holy, and dayes 
ofhumiliation 5 to reade Scriptures, repeate Sermons, and 
conferre of good things with her, &c. from which hee is fo 
farre; that although it be the ftrongeil barre to keepe her 
from grace, and the bloody cut-throate of both their fouler; 
he will needes periwade chat all this is too much precife- 

a Jtd EcdeGam nefle. And yet heare a . CbryfoUome : Lei them both gn io 
& tC<^Xi Church, and afterward at home let the husband require cf 
Jkunnir,& lcgm> the wife, and the wife of the husband, thofe things which wire 
»ur, wl perttn? there fidan and read or at leaft fome of them. And in thefime 
vir'ab wcore, & Sermon, Teach her, faith he, the feare of God; ana all things 
wora viroexigu.
In Epifi-dEfb.Serm.ao.Cd.i94. Doce tlmoicm Dei, & omnia ranqHiHex fomeabundc adflueot, 
sriujuedww twionwiKHsbonineferra,

frill
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: will flow in abundantly, as out ofafountaine; and thy bouje will 

■ bi repkndhed with innumerable good thing/.
4. By a confcionable and conftant carealfo, forthecon- 

verfion, and b falvation of their ° children and fervants. Eve- b lob non tantiim 

rie husband and head of a Family, is as it were, a Prieftand
Paftour in his owne ahoufe; and therefore, if hee take not a i^icdpiusdea- 

courfe to catechize them, pray with them, prepare them for
the Sacrament, and to bring them up in the nurture and ad~ cbiligaturprolea 

monition of the Lord, as the Apoftle counfels, Epbef,6. 4. to 
reftraine them all hee can from lewde courfes, ill company,,lsm «

■ . r 1 - t ry · · 1 1 . lur. Njiamrthe corruptions of the time; but f 
fwinge in their youthfull rebellions, 
Day, Alehoufe-hauntings, ftubbort
niftery,&c. untill many times they fwing in an halter, as they .
lay : Let them then know, that thole linnes they io runne d'vcronuiren ' 
into by fiich grofle negleft and default, are let upon his (core, th^'^tniinianu 
and hee muft be exa&ly countable, and full dearely anfwer ttT&umdeK? 
for them at that great and laft Day. Nay3 let mee further jJJJJ**1’ 
tell him that, which will make his eares to tingle, and heart 
to tremble, if it be not of Adamant, and his heart-ftrings
turned into Ironfinewes: Thofe his children and fervants Quoinodo ad nos 

which by his impenitent omifTionsand unconlcionablenefie
in this kinde, have perilhedin their finnes, will curie him ad νωρειβπ'σω 

for ever hereafter amongft the fiends in Hell. They will
follow thee up and downe in chat ever-burning Lake, with rationem reddaus 
direfullbannings, and hideous outcries; cryingout conti­
nually :,Woe unto us, that ever we ferved fuch a wicked ίητμ.^ο.ρ.^ο· 
and wretched mailer, that had no care of the falvation of 
foules, tooke no courfe to fave us out of thefe fiery tor­
ments ! Even thine owne deare children in this cafe, will 
yell in thine eares world without end: Woe and alafle, that 
ever wee were borne of fuch accurfed parents, who had 
not the grace to teach usbetime the wayes of God; to keepe 
us from our youthfull vanities, and to traineususupinthe 
paths of Godlinefle ! Had they done fo wee might have 
lived in the endlefle joyes of Heaven; whereas now dam­
ned foules, wee muft lie irrecoverably in thefe everlafting

R 4 flames
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flames. Oh, will they fay, ic was che bloody knife of our 
ownedeare parents unconfcionable and cruel! negligence, 
that all our life long ftucke full deepe in our foules, and hath 
now ftrangled them with everlafting horrour I That thn 
muft ncedes be fo, ordinary obfervation, common experi­
ence doth too often confirme. We heare many times ma­
ny miferable malefa&ours bitterly complaine at che place of 
execution, againft Parents and Mafters carclefle and con- 
icienceleffe in this kinde ; and faying, : If they had had care 
and confcience to have taught and reftrained us berime, wee 
had never come to this Dogges death, and (hamefiill end, 
How much more will they cry out againft them with 
endlefle yellings, when they (hall feele the flames of 
hell?

11. To the wife.
i. Lec her be in fobje&ionto her head.

i. By a reverent and humble perfwafion of his precedeo*- 
cie and authority over her, grounded and ingraven in herre- 
folutionprincipally ·. i.By vertueof divine ordination,Gin, 
3.i6.Epbef.5A4. Though 2. The very law of nature, g.Her 
husbands headihip, 4. Womanly infirmity may alfo bee 
powerful! motives co thispurpofe. For ifher heart beginco 
fwell, and be lifted up wich an over-weening conceit of a 
fofficiency above her (exe; fothat (hee grow diiconcent,and 
impatient of contradi&ion and command, (he brings a world 
ofunneceflarymifery and moleftation into herowne houfc, 
and lies in a grandtranfgreflion and grievous finne againft 
the indication and honour of the rnarriage-ftate. It is no 

«QuoHfitu no. * noblenefle of birth, greatnefle of portion, nimblenefleof 
tongue, pregnancy of wir, or any other excellency incident 

jxH.Tut«tpcrtc, to her fexe3 which can give her any right or priviledge to 
feizeupon the foveraigney,andjtake the reines into herowne 
hands. Somefervants alfo maybe wifer than theirmafters: 
fome fubjefts more politicke than their Prince 5 but that 
gives them no warrant; nay, for all that, it were mon- 
ftrous and unnatural! villanny for any forvanc thereupon to 
domineerej or private man to xu(h into a Royall Throne.

No'
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Nofiiffi’ciency of gifts, or Angularity of worth muft juillc us 
out of that ranke andftacion, wherein Gods wife providence 
aodall-ieeing wifedome, hath placed us. Aman may be a 
fijperiour in power and place, to hisiuperiour in parts and 
perfonall endowments. No pretence then or plea on the 
womans part, canpoilibly procure any difpenfation againft 
God aad nature, of unwomanly domineering and depofing 
her head.

2. By an hearty and cbeereFuIl fubmilfion : 1. To all 
his lawful! and honeft dictates and directions: For her per­
fonall behaviour and carriage; that it may be faihioned and 
addreft, with an ingenuous and loving accommodation of 
her felfe to doe him all the honour, and give him all che con­
tentment (he can poffibly with good conscience: for educa­
ting, ordering and diipofing her children,fervants, and other 
domefticall affaires ( wherein notwichftanding there are 
fome paflages,more proper and native to her fexe, in which, 
except (he bee witlefle, gracekiTe,andftrangely weakest will 
be very unmanly, diihonourable and unworthy for him to 
be too medling, prying and pragmaticall :) But above all, 
for guiding her aright in the fweec and glorious path ofCEri- 
ftianitie, that after their neareft and deareft comfort, and 
communion in thebeft things and fpirituall bleflirags, which 
only can allay the fmart of all erode actions, and fweerenche 
bitternefle of a few and cvill dayes in this vale of teares, 
they may forever be crowned together in heaven. 2. To 
all his reafonablc, and Religious reftraints: not onely from 
wicked haunts, and cuftomes, finfull faihions, andpaifions: 
but in cafe of inconvenience, dishonour or juft difpleafure, 
for the abridging, or abandoning of her eafe, will, defires, 
delights,, thisor that company,conformity to the times in 
heractyre,&c.FortheSpouie,'for Chrifts fake, foveraignty 
and love, dothdenie her felfe, her owne reafon, and wife- 
dome, her naturallwit, and wilfulneffe, her paflions, plea- 
fiires and profits, hereafe and libertie, &c. And the wife is 
charged by blefled S.Rwd, to be (tibje&to her husband, at 
tin Church w to ChriS r 3.To all his motions,

admonitions.; ,
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admonitions,counftls, comforts, reproofes,commands,coun­
termands, even in every thing, onely in the Lmlt So wee tee the 
body to reft upon the heads motion, either for reft, or mo­
tion. In a word,.ihe oughtjlike a true looking-glade,faithful- 
ly torepreftntand returne co her husbands hearc,with a fweet, 
and pleating pliablenefl’e, che exaft lineaments and proporti­
ons of all his honeft defires, and demands; and char without 
difcontenc, thwarting, or (owreneile. Forher fubjeftion in 
thiskinde ftouldbe as to Chrift,fincere,hearty, and free.

2. Let her be an helper, Genefir 2.1^. and doe him good 
allthedayesof her life, upon all times; xiponalloccafions,in 
alleftates; of advcrfitie, orprofpeiitie; acceptation^dip 
grace; fickenefie, or health; youth, or old age, 8cc. and 
that, wich kindnefle and conftancie. A moft memorable;
and famous patcerne for this purpofe is recorded by Pi™. 
Ayoun§) tender and beautifull maid was matched (as he re­
ports to a man ftricken in yeares : whom after ihee found 
to have a very fulfomeanddiftaftd body; yet notwithihn- 
ding out of ienfeand confcience, as it feemes, that now by 
Gods providence (hee was become his wife; (heemoft wor-. 
tbily digefted wich incredible patience, and contentment, the 
Janguiihing, and loachfomenede of an husband continually 
\ifired and vexed wich varietie and new fucceftions of moft 
irkeibme and contagious diftafts. And though friends and 
Phyficians adviied her by no meanes to come neare him, 
for feare of danger and infe&ion ; yet for all this, ihee paf- 
fingby,with alovingdifdaine and contempt, theft unkinde 
diflwafions, plied him ftill night and day with extraordinary 
tendernefle and care; with obfequioufnefle andftrvices of 
all fotts, above her ftreugth and ability, or poifibility, as the 
Author faith: had not her deareft conjugall addition (up- 
plied and fupported her weake body, with frefh acceflions 
of vigor and unweariednefle. Shee was to him Friends, 
Phyfitian, Husband, Nu;ft. Theft are nothing ; Shee was 
Ifather, Mother,Brother, Sifter, Daughter, every thing, a- 
r.y thing, todoe him good any manner of way. Nay, had 
there been one cxquifite quinteffenft of tendernefie, deare- 

nefle,
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nefl'e, affeftionatednefle, and love collefted and excrafted 
from all thefe; it would hardly have matched her merci- 
fulneffe,and melting affeftio ns cowards him. In cafe of want, 
By reafon of extraordinary expence, and exccflive charges 
about him ; (hee fold her Rings, chaines, and richeft attire; 
(hee emptied her Cupbordof plate, her Cabinet of ebiefeft 
and choifeft Jewels to doe him good. And when hee was 
dead, and friends came about her rather to congratulate her 
happie riddance, than to bewaile her widowhood; (hee 
did not onely deprecate and abhorre all fpeeches tending 
that way: butprotefted if itwerepoflible, ihee would wil­
lingly redeeme her husbands life, with the lofle of her five 
deareft children. And though as yer, the flowre and prime 
of her beautifulleft and beft time was not expired; yer (hee, 
ftrongly refolved againfta fecond match, becaufe, (aid (hee, 
I fhall not finde a fecond V Muir a ( for fb her husband was 
called.) Whence it appeares, that this worthy woman was 
wedded to her husbands foule ;notto his body : noinfirmi- 
tie or deformity whereof could cooleor weaken tbemanli- 
nefleandfervencieof her love. Such choyfe asthis, were the 
way to make wives never weary of their husbands. Where­
as afleftions faftened onely on a mansouefide, arefubjeft to 
the tedious mifery ofinconftancy and charge, and torture of 
many wicked and impoihble wifhes, according to the vanity 
and vexation of its tranfitory obpft. Againft which heare 
the indignation of an ancient Father: c Bup-tby busband, csc<f honi*«& 
faith hee, » growne unhandsome, and homely; He once plea-
fed thee : wopldefi thou ever be ebufing an husband ?' 7be rirfrcuuwc, eft 
Oxe and the Horfe like their mate : Λ nd if the one be changed, &bos 
the other knowes not how to draw; bitt wants, as it were, halfe rcquirir, & equus 

ofhimflfi: Bat thou refufejl thy Toke-fellow, and wouldef often
change. jugum nefeit

Helpefulneffe to her husband, muftbe univerfall; appre- 
hending and improving with all readinefleand love, all op- «ητ» lugakm 

portunities to doe him any good in foule or body, name, 
eftate, &c. In a fpeciali manner, ihee muft learne, and la- Andum.■ 

hour with all meekeneffc of Wifedome and patient difere- ύί J’ -
tlOD)
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cion, to forecaft, contrive and manage, as her more proper 
and particular charge, houfhold affaires, and bufinefles with­
in doore, as they fay. For which, fee a right noble glorious 
patterne, Pw.31.F0r the pride, vanity, idlenefle and luxury 
ofthefelaft times, wherein there is fo much hell uponearth; 
fuch an impetuous raigne and rage of finne in all forts, hath 
traniporced alfo that fexe into many moniirous degenetati- 
ons: So that our great women in thefe dayes would be very 
loth to worke after this fample, though fee by the holy Ghcfl 
himfelfe: Yet heretofore right noble Princefles and daugh­
ters of mighty Kings,made confcience of a particular Calling, 
and difdained not to put their hands to houfwifery, See Grtu 
18.6.and 27.14. ai.^.r^.S.

Butabovcall, let her be afliftant to him infecting up, and 
forward the rich and Royall trade of grace; in ereftingand 
eftablifhing Chrifts glorious Kingdome, both in theirowne 
hearts, and in their houfe. This is that one nectffary 
without which their family is but Satan? feminary, and a 
nutcery for hell. And therefore let her be io fane from 
drawing a contrary way (a curled villany of fome wicked 
wives abroad in rhe world ) or dead-heartednefle this way, 
which is the grave of all fpirituall graces, that in cafe of neg­
ligence and flacknefle, the ihould labour by all wife, modeft, 
feafonable infinuacions, co ft irre up and quicken her husband 
to conftancy, and fervency in religious exercices of prayer, 
reading, catechizing>conference, dayes of humiliation, and 
other houfehold holy duties. As the two greater lights of 
Heaven doe governe this great world with their naturall: fo 
let the husband and wife guide the little world of their fami­
ly, with the fpirituall light of divine knowledge and di fere t i- 
on. When the Sunne is prefentin our firmament, the Moone 
out of a fenfe, as it were, of naturall reverence to the 
founcaine of all her beauty and light, doth vaile her iplendor, 
and rctireher beames. But when hee is departed to theo- 
ther Hemifpharre, ihee fhewes her felfe, and (bines as a 
Princeffe amoogft thelefler lights. When the husband is at 

-home, let the wife onely, if neede be, ferve as a loving remem­
brance!
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brancer co him, tokeepe his turnes and times of illightning 
and informing the ignorant, darke and earthy hearts of their 
people. But in his abirnce comes her courie, when her 
graces of knowledge and prayer, §tc. ought to (hew forth 
themfelves, and (hine upon them, to preferve them from 
coldneiTe, and that dreadfull curie which hangs over the 
head of thofe that know nor God, and (hall certainely fill 
upon thofe Families that call not on his Mame. See lerem. 
10.25,
Forconclufion of the point, and crowning of the marri- 

age-ftate with found and lifting comfort in the meanetime, 
and with everlafting peace and pleafures at laft : Lec man and 
wife jointly labour to fweeten and (an&ifie their mutuall car­
riages, both common and feverall duties each to other, with 
often and conftant meeting together in prayer.For perfwafion 
to which praftife: Confider fuch' places as thefe a Geo. 25. a ijyxj 
2i. b iCor.j, 5. c 1 Pet. 3.7. Thacpreci/epaflageind Am- *^’'^'“0*0’ 
brofe· Tott mafi both (ipeakingof the married couples) rife in π/ fuz. B^xm- 
the night to-prayer, and God it to be entreated ofyon with joyntfuppli- QM^'UXot<m ; f 
cations·.e Continually .faith ChryCoihme, teach her profitable things ea przfeme & 

and pray together. ,U4‘
If befides Family-prayers, wherein the moregenerall a£ 

hires of che houfehold are to be commended unto God, L 
man and wife make confcience alfo of this more private duty lemntprxj'rvhub 

betweene themfelves, wherein many particulars are to be 
petitioned, onely proper and iridtviddall to that neere focie- Ainfw. 
ty ;iiay:ifcheyfet themfelves unto it wich fincerity of heart,

• it may be a notable helpe, and by Gods blefiing prove a riis’icmoiii&o. 

foveraigneantidote againft any roote of bitterneffe,heart-ri- "u'biko Eeckfix 
fiogjdiffenfion, or difeontent betwixt them ( wrath,and ill- inflituio, vdpri. 

will towards any, lurking in the hearr, doth utterly dam pe «bHtno^^e- 

and empoyfon the power and comfort of prayer, much more banw.atque (uf- 
towards one tied unto thee with io many deare and perpe- gru«n:e«iam?cL- 

te velnegotio ali» 
quo arduo publice ant privatim incumbenee. c Alloquitur quidam Petrus maritum &uxorem dura 
jubec Concordes eTc.ut fimul Drum uno animo piccennir. Calv. Marinis 8t uxor piece, qaotidie uno

. debent concipere, »d inp petra ndum a Deo omois generis bona. d Simul ad oratiouem node vobis
turgcndaTi eft, coniunSispreeibu, obfecrandu. Deus. PxtrtaTcht.cap.9, c Continue 1
quzRtilia funt doce, Hoc vobis pieces communes. Cbryftlt· Svm^o.io'i.ndFphcj:

tuaU '■
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cuall bonds; fo that prayer together will make them leave 
jarring ; or jarring will make them leave praying ) againft all 
immodefties, diihonours, and defilements of the martiage- 
bed; againft want, monftroufnefle, and mifearriage of chil- 
dren; againft wearineffe, facietieand light efteeme one of an­
other; againft plunging themfclves infenfibly into the gulfs 
of worlldly-mindednefle, the canker and cut-throare of all 
grace, comfort, and noblenefle of minde, &c. This private 
morning and evening facrifice offered to the Throneoi grace, 
with hcartinefle and life, will fpiritualize (that I may fo 
.fpeake ) their love, and renew it daily upon their hearts, 
with frefli, ardent, and heavenly emfiracements. It will mar- 

•velloufly fweeten all reproaches and contumelies caft upon 
tbemfor their profeflion by envenomed tongues; when they 
(hall come together in private, and complaine unto God, 
and begge at his mercifull hands, patience and Chriftianfor- 
titude co cake them, in fabmiflion to his wil, and confoimitic 
to his Sonne, as fo many crownes of glory to their heads, 
and of joy unto their hearts, Λ&. 5. 41. 1 Peter 4.14. Jai 
.31.36. It will fweetly feale unco them in the means time, 
their affurance of meeting together hereafter in heaven: and 
when the time of ibrrow (hall come, and ftroke of death di­
vorce then) for a time, conicioufneffc of their former blefled 
communion in prayer, will not onely ferve as a counterpoy- 
fon againft all (hvifh bitterneffe of immoderate griefe inci­
dent to hopelefle worldlings: but crowns their hearts at par­
ting ( which is a precious thing ywithimcomparably rooie 
true, inward, laftingcontentment,then if they two hadco- 
vetouily hoarded and heapt together all the wealth both oi 
this and the other golden world.

Thus much for our dealing in the world and civill affaires.
V- Now concerning workesof mercy, which fpringing 

from an heart, melting with fenfe of Gods everlafting mercy 
to it felfe; quickned with a lively faith in the Lord leius, and 
(Inning with faving graces, are an odour cf a fweete [mi 
a facrifice acceptably well fetfng to God} Philip. 4. 18. Heb. 
13.16.

Conceive
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Conceive firft, thefe be two forts of them; z. Spirituall-
2. Corporal].

I. Spiritual],flow from the fountaine of trueft mercy, 
and compalfion of greateft tendernefte andconfequence; e­
ven to relieve,repaire and refreth the poverty, wants, and mi- 
fcries of the foule. I. by inftrufting the ignorant, Prov. 10.21. 
and i 5.7. 2. By giving a counfell to them that need, or ieeke u«e nee laba. 

it; EWt 8.19. Sic. Rmh 3.j ,&c. 3. By reducing the erronc- 
ous. Exod. 13.4, 4. By labouring the converfion of others, lium.&praaits'ii 

Ρ/ώΜ.51.13. £>^22.32. 5. By exhorting one another. Htb.
3.13. 6, By reproving the offender. Levit. 19, 17. y-Byad-uj· . 
monifhing them that be out of order, t Tb'f. 514. 8. By 
confidering one another, to provoke unto love, and to 
good workes, Heb. 10. 24. 9. By comforting the heavie 
heart,and afflifted fpirit. tThef^.r4. ro.By b forgiving from fa.Non roiumquj 
the heart our brethren their trefpafles, Λύ/^8.35. δ I. By 
chatlifing delinquents.Prow. 22.15. tx-By railing thofe which juXnudoVcftU 
arefallenby infirmity, with much, meekeneffe and tendernefle nim, p:>cgmuntl 
of heart. Gj/.6. 1. i3.Bymutuall encouragements againft the enu hUbiihinb 
cnuelty and confuGons of the times, and in the way to Heaven.
Μα1.^.ϊ6. 14. By fapporting,and mercifully making much of Ηνο nJc’?:ib-~ 
weake Chriftians. 1 TAr^. 11. 15. By patience towards all
men. 1 Ή«(.5.ι4. 16. By praying one for another. lam.·).16. cu, dcdu^ioneB)»

2. Corporal!, fpringfrom a compaflionate heirr, andtr,l,i «»ι·Μ>- _ - Μ Λ W · * . . ·» « " · " — ■ . I) f m* ft Ο Λ i j ft
fellow-feeling anedion, yermng over the temporall wants medicinam, er- 
andneceifities of our brethren; whereby weave ftirred uPs 
as occaiion is offered, according to our ability, to luccour i,m & quodaij- 

and fupport our outward extremities and di Are Ges.· To 
feede the Hungry: to give dcinketo theThirfty: Tocloath rum «’m & qui 
the Naked: To entertatne the Stranger :To viiite theSicke: dit yewam pec.

. . „ / , — canti, cleemoly-Togoe to thole that are in Ρηίοπ.Λίώζπ?,25.35.1 o put to an namdu: & qui 
emendat verbere 

in quern poteftas th'ur, vel coercet aliqua difciplini, &tamen peccatum ejiu quo ab illp Izfus eft 
aut offenGis,dimittitex cordc, vel oraturci dimitratur, ron foliim in eo quod dunitut. a^queour, 
teriHn etiam in eo quod corripit, &a!iqui emend loria pec· a pleSir, eleerr.ofynam dac: quia 
mirertcordiam praftit, £vcbir. “d [,’urent. c‘p. 7 2. The Sihicltmencomprife feme .f them in
thuVerfe. — - CoaCule, Caftiga, Solare, Remitcc.Fcj, Ora Nao foliim quieruricnti,&frucntil& 
nudo bencFcium largicatis impesidit, fed qui inimicuoi dUigiti & qui lugentiaffeftum eompiffanB, X 
confola-ioni, impartitur, autin qmbiiiiib<tnc«ifiratib*5,was confilium adhiber,()nc dubio ckemo- 
fyaam facie, dfider.

helping--
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for raifing our Brethren fallen Into decay. 
CuiiigoXon^ To lend, hoping for nothing againe,&c. Luke

6.35.
Thus Chriftians ought to be ready to diftribute, willing 

to communicate in all kindes to the outward neceflities alfo: 
1. Firft; Ofthofe of the houfehold of faith, the principal! 
and moft moving objeft to draw bounty from a truelycha- 
ritable hearr. Gal. 6.10. 2. In the next place 5 Of che lame: 
theblinde, theiicke, the aged, the trembling hantj, or any 

aPafce fame mo- God hath made poore. 3. Thirdly; Of anya whofoevet, 
_ rientetn, n nnn jn acafeoftrue necefficie and extremity, whatfoeverthepat- 

“e hathbeen before: For there thou relieveftnot his notori- 
Qui indigentic# oufeeffe, but his nature: though thou abhorre the man for his 

former vHlany;yct upon point ofperiihing, doe gooduuco 
^common Race of humanity.

nibuicniminim, Now of thefe two kindes; b Fathers, r. Schoolemen, O 
fuifts,allconcurre,and conclude, that fpirituall almesdMi^ 

iem nutric: quia p^MT, as they fay, are more excellent and acceptable then 
corporall. Becaufe, 1. The gift is more noble in its owne 

diiigic. g^. nature. 2. The object more illultrious; Mans immortall 
ρφταΐ. j. The manner tranfeendenr, being fpirituall. 4. The
b si in cdhrio,vci charity more heavenly, which aimes at our brothers endlefle 
borrcononhlbes ΛΙ„„.:ηη 
quod dire poilk, ^IVatlOn.

de tbefturo cor- Let then every Chriftian confcionably and conffantly en- 
ft:rc?q^dStubu'favour to improve to the utmoft upon all occafions, and 
as. &eietmofyna feafonable offers; all his fpirituallabilities, heavenlyendow- 
jor'qni^iee^ of learning, morall wifedome, provi·
iynacor^oru. dence,difcretion, &c. all his skill in the Miniftery of Cbrill·, 

Word, and wayesof God; all his experience in renpcionSj 
Mm- . cafes ofconfcience, fpiritualldiftempers; his fpirit ofcoun· 
mw temper vi- feib comfort, courage, or what other gift or grace ioevernee 
eunm verbo vi. js iHighcened, and endowed with; to relieve and refreiheve- 
venrre-nmoriturz ry way the foules, to procure and promote by all meanes, the 
camisterreiwpa- e[er[iaR falvation of others.
nc (aturc.

< 11Λ
3 i.art.i.DuraiiJ. tn 4.fcnttnt.^.n.&c. d In aliquo particular! eaiu, quxdam coqioralis clttm"'- 
ivna alicuiipiritiuliprzfcrtur, puta magts pafccndusfamcniactens.qiiani doccndus: quamvis doerrt 
ftmpliiitcrfir mciiuiquatnpaicerc.

. ' Let
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Lee the Caving light of thy divine knowledge, ipiricuaii 

wifedome, heavenly underfianding, or what other excel­
lencies, and perfections of the minde Chining in thy foule; 
referable in all fruitfull improvements, and free communi­
cating it felfe, thatbountifull light ii the body ofthe Sunne. 
Thatt. fitft illighteneth that goodly Creature wherein it 
originally d welles, and mikes it the faireft and beautifulleft: 
thing in the world. 2. Next, it illuminates,and beautifies 
all the Orbes, and heavenly bodies about it. 3. Thirdly, by 
the proje&ion ofhis beames, it begets all the beauty, glory, 
fweetenefie,we have here below on the earth. 4. Fourthly, 
it infinuatesinto every chinkcand crany of the earth, and 
concurresto the making of thofe precious metals, which lye 
inherbowels. 5.Fiftly,hisbeamesglide by thefides ofthe 
earth, andillighten even the oppoiire part of Heaven, with 
all thofeglorious Starres we feefhining inthenight. ^.Sixth­
ly, it is Co communicative, and greedy of doing good in its 
kinde, that it flrikes thorow the firmament in the tranfpa- 
rent parts, and feekes to bellow its brlghtnefle and beauty, 
even beyond the Heavens; and never reftraines the free 
communication of its influence and glory, untill it deter­
mine by natural! and necefiarie expiration. Even lb pro- 
portionibly, let the fruitfull light of thy divine knowlege, 
and heavenly counfell efpecially, be ftill working, (hining, 
fpreading todoe all poflible good. 1. Let it,Firft, make 
thine owne foule all glorious within, fairely enlighten it 
with an humble reflexion of felfe-knowledge, with puri- 
tie, peace, and fpirituall prudenci, to guide conilantly thine 
owne feere, with all uprightnefle and patience, inthepad, 
that if c.ilkdHo'y. 2. Secondly, Letitihinenpon thy family, 
and thofe that are next about thee, withall feafonable in- 
lltu&ions convincing them of the truth, and goodnefle ofa Qusromifn. 
the a wayes of God, either for their, converfion, or in-

in domo mj, a 
majorcufa; ad minimum, amorem& dulcedincmregnic<rkil!<? cnutitudinetn, &timorem gehenna: 
annuncjes,&dcconiFnfalurcfolicitus.ncpeivigil cxiftas: quiapro omnibus tibi fubjedis, qui in do- 
motuafi nt ration cm djmin3reddcs. Annuncis precipe, impcra, fuadc ei$,ur civcjntfc a luperbia, 
λ uetiaSiojic, ab cbrietarc. a fbmicaciore, π ΙπκηηΊηηΒ ira, a perjini*, acuiiditatc quzeit radix 
cGMium maloruin. defilurrtTibHi dccitmeiiitt^^.sqi.

S excu-
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excufableneffe. 5. Thirdly, let it be (pint and imploycd 
upon thy neighbours, kindred, friends, acquaintance, vifi. 
tants of all forts, when they come towards thee; towarme 
their hearts all thou canft with heavenly talke, and to winne 
their loves to the life of grace. 4. Fourthly, let it infinuate 
aUb amongft ftrangers, and into othtr companies, upen 
which any warrantable Calling fhall call thee; and intimate 
unto them, efpecially if itfinde acceptation, andentertaine- 
ment: That one thing is necejfarie; Th.it all impenitents fhall 
be ctrtaimly damned ; That upon this moment deptndeib eter» 

t cor.8. a. nitie> &c· 5’ Nay, let it offer it felfe with all meekenefle of 
bfic«liquem non wiiedome,and patient diferetion, even to oppofitestand 

^our to conquer, if it be poifible, the contrary minded; 
quid villus, quod if their icornefull carriage, and furious vifible hate againft 

m™. ^6 -^yflery of'Cbri^ hath not fee a brand of Dogges 
femPEitcaiieem and Swine upon them. <j. laftly, when upon all occafions; 
deckdie ditHpuio1, in all companies, by all meanes, it hath done all the good 
non perdit mer- it can, vet let it ftill recaine that conftanc property ofall 
aquafrigidi,non Heavenly braces, an edge, and eagernefle to doe more 
duoiiurnumMis, good ftill, and rather want matter and meanes than 
-Nonfine«uCa, readmelie and reiolution to propagate it felfe. And this 

waY now may ^e pooreft Chriftians bee plentiful! in 
faretur.quodijg- workes of mercy, and enrich the richeft with fpirituall 
‘“^"4’^“'* a^mes· Which in the meane time may comfort the boon- 
ret aqnam Λμγ· tifull hearts of chofewbo are true of heart ; to whomthe 

out his beft wifedome, hath denied this earthly 
piaiargitatis.icd dcoffe. But yet for all this, I would have you know, that I 
d^^Hugk know none’noc the Ρθο^β,excepted or exemptedfrom fea- 
enus ddcaitur&fonable miniffring to the corporall neceifities alfo of their 
™α,?ρ>“7« Λ We have a Precept from bleffed Paid, Ephef.^.
eketnoCymkex a That wee mu[i worke with our owne hands, that we may have to 

tobim ne^eth' And a noble prefident in the poore· 
iieeaquT frigidi Widdow, Marine 13,44. who caft her two mites into the 
Jedd^mru^pro' Treaihrie, which was allfoeehid, even all her living. And if 

s. any here make a counterplea of their povertie, I would 
know be any fo poore, which is not able to

t^u.f.na. giveb a cup of cold water onely 5 and yet rhisfromafincere 
heartj



comfortable walking with God. 2^1
heart, (hall bee both gracioufty accepted, and ccrcainely re- 

• warded, Mattb. i o. 42.
And therefore in a fecond place, I infinitely defire and 

inrreate, (and this is that which in this point I would ibe- 
• cially prefle and periwade wich deepell impreifion) chate- 
very one which hath given his name unco Chrift, rich or 
poore, according to his power and proportion, would 
with lingular care and confcience addrefle himielfe to afruir- 
f till, affeftionate, and conftanr difeharge of this much ho­
noured dutieofahnes-givinginthisklndc alfo, properly fo 
called.

I. For we are bound to abound in this gracealfo. There­
fore faith Paul, 2 Cor.S.p. (As yet abound in every thing, in 

■faith, &cl) Jee that yee abound in this grace aljo. There is no 
■religious Profeflbur of any reputation, upon good ground 
wich the Church of God, but cakes co heart, and defires to 
be exact in all commanded Chriftian duties every day, a» 
Prayer, reading Scripcures, 8tc0 Vponthy fecret then, and 
folitariereviieandj.urvey of chc day paft, call thy lelfe toa 
ftrift account; as for others fo concerning this duciealfo, of 
doing good tmto all men, efyecially unto them who are of the 
houjbold of faith. Gal.6.10. (for the difcharge of this dutie 
ought alfo to be daily 5 ifchy abilicie will beare, and the ne- 
ceiTttiesof thepoore ihall require.· In the morning forv thf 
feed, and in the evening withhold not thy hand. Give a portion 
to {even, andalfo to eight, Eccleji 1,6,2.) and let the fenfe and 
confciouihefle of any omilfion, negleft, or (loth in perfor­
ming ic, would thy confcience alfo, humble thy foule, and 
quicken thy heart, with new life of refolucion, and more 
lively endeavour to mend every morning; and perfume, as ic 
were, thine every dayes walking with God, with this fweec 
fmelling facrifice alfo of mercifulnefle, bounty, and love, 
PM.4.18. Let this dutie likewife with the reft, fall within 
the compafle of thy feverall fearch, penitent melcing,renu-= 
ed vowes, in all thy more folemne felfe-examinacions be­
fore the Sabbath, Sacraments, upon dayes of. humiliation, 
&c. Icisa profitable confideration to thinke, that a cufto-

S 2 mary
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maty grolle negleft ofany one Chtiftian ducie, in its feafon 
ofwhich the conRienceis, or may bee convinced, may jdEy 
dampeand dead the lightfbme and txuitfnll performance of 
all the red. par example: A willing knowne omiilionofpri- 
v,ice Prayer, or let reading the Word everyday, may inter­
cept and reltraine the fweete influence of Gods wonted rc- 
freihing mercy, and the fructifying beames of his pleafed 
countenance from thine heart, in theuie of all the other or- 
finances:anaffe&ed idlenefle, and dif-imploymentofany 
one gracein the foule, when feafonable occafion callethfor 
improvement, may blaft the comfortable exercife and fen- 
Able comfort of all the refl. For example: If thou fuffer thy 
patience ordinarily tofleepe, when thy d i fa vowed paffions 
begin tobreakein upon thee like a torrent, and heate thine 
heart with their fwellingpoyfon 5 or when fome crofTedoth 
nettle thy defire of eafe 5 no marvell though thou finde a 
faintneffe alfo to feize upon thy faith, brotherly kindenefle, 
love,zeale, joy, and peace in bclecving, &c, Why then, when 
thou feeleft thine inward man to begin to languid], and the 
whole body pfChriftianitie, to grow, as it were, towards a 
confumptionjamongft other inquifitions, why doeftthou 
notalfo feare out of a godly jealoufie, and labour to finde 
out whether the coldnefle of thy cliari t ie, and too much neg- 
left ofreleev ing the poore members of lefus Chrifl, may oc- 
cafion thy fpirituall dampe ? It is the dutie and property of 
every true-hearted Njthancel, as to have refpeft to all Gods 
Commandements, PJal. u^.6. fo, though they cannot in 
perfection and height, yet with truth and lincere endeavour, 
to have refpeft to a confcionable ufe ofall the ordinances·,to 
the performance of all holy duties, and exercife of all fpiritu- · 
all graces in their due feafbns.

2. Jf the world hath locked up thine heart, and congea- ■ 
y bowels of thy compaflions towards the poorej let

blaze of thine outward profeflion fhine never fo faire, 
λΓ manage the heart-Iefle reprefentations of externall holinefle

never fo demurely; keepe the timesand taskesof daily du- 
’/cjes with never fogrear aufterkie 5 nay, though thou be able

tea·
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to amufc weaker Chriftians with fome affc&cd ftraines,and 
artificial! fervencie in Prayer (for by che meere power,or ra- 

’ ther poyfon of hypocrifie and vaine glory, a man may pray 
fometimestothe admiration of orhers,efpeciallylefle judt- 
.cious, having cunningly collected che moft moving pafla- 
gesforchacpurpofe, from thebeft-gifted in chat kiude,and 
then given an enforced aft ion and life unto them in the de­
livery, as fome inother cafes aft other mens inventions to 
the life ) I fay, for all this, if the holy heate of brotherly 
love doth not warme thine heart, and upon occafion worke 
affeftionacely and effeftually, I dare fay, thou art rotten at 
the heart-root, there is no true love of God in thee, no grace, 
no hope of falvation. Let that terrible and flaming place a- 
gainft all covetous Pharifees, i loh.j. ry.diflolve thy frozen- 
heartednefle this way, and enlarge the bowels of pittie to­
wards thepoorebrethren ofChrift lefus, or elfe never looke 
hereafter to looke him in the face with comfort,or to finde 
mercy at chat Day: Marke it well, and meditate upon it: 
Who fo hath this worlds good, and fectb bis brother hail: neede, 
and fhutteth up his barrels of compaftionfrom him, bow dwelktb 
the love of God in him ?

3. But above ail other motives of mercifulnefle to the 
poore, which in the Booke of God are very many, and moil 
quickening -mechiukesthat argument which Pa«/prefferh 
to this purpofe, 2 Cor. 8. 9. ihould melt the moft fiintie 
heart : For yee know, faith hee, the grace of our Lord lefts 
Chrift, that though bee was rich, yet for your fakes bee became 
poore, that yee through his povertie might be rich. Shall the 
onely deare innocent Sonne of the All-powerfull and ever- 
blefled Lord, and King of heaven and earth,diPinrich,as it·»1'1·” 
were; and di (robe his heavenly Highnefle of that Royahie 
and Majefty above, and become Co poore, that whereas the 
Foxes have holes, and the birds of the ayre have nefts; yet Hee Ma«k-8· xoC 
not where to hy his bead: that through his poverty, and pow- 
sring out his hearts-blood, hee might crowneus with thein- 
eftimable riches of heavenly glory; with j oyes and pleafures 
more chan the ftarres ofthe firmament, even for ever and

ν' 5 everj
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ever j and ihall not wee Wormes and wretches, moft unwor­
thy the lead bit of bread wee put into our mouthes, part with 
our fuperfluities, fometimes, both in re/peft of the neceiUtie 
of nature, and exigencie ofeftate, as theSchoolemen fpeake, 
to relieve thcfaincing foule of him for whom Ghriftdied,and 
which hee would take as done unto himfelfe, Λ/Λ/^.25.40. 
were it but a cup ofcold water onely ? J/zr.rj^i.Monftrous 
unthankefull cruelty ! mercilefhefle, meriting without Gods 
fingular mercy, and turning mercifiill our felves, the fierce!! 
flame in the dungeon of fire and brimftone.

4. The laft and everlafting doome, at that great and 
dreadfnll Day,muft pafle upon us according to our carriage in 
this kinde. Then fhall there beafevere and fincere fearch

acur vironon aodenqurrie made after a workes,as thefignes, evidences, 
juca fiJcmfe and outward demonftrations of faith, and therooteof grace 
aperucaufheft: *n heart: or of unbeleefe and rottennefle at the heart- 
quoniam juftz roote; and confequently, as arguments of a righteous doonre 
ino'quetanTo” palled upon the Sheepe and Goates. That glorious /entente 
vei.quimhitos, of abfolutioil; Conn yee bkjfed of mj Father, inherit tlx 

fr<pare^ fr )ou fom foundation of the world,‘ 
vdinfidciitis)fcd ζ which founds out nothing but pleafures, joyes, delights 
wnw’Scgibit, glories, beauties, felicities, crownes, kingdomes, Angelical! 
utomne os obms entenainements, beatificiall viffons, fpirituall ravilhmenij, 

higheft perfeftions, unutterable exultations of fpirit, fwee- 
teft varieties, eternities ) ihall be pronouficed upon the god­
ly, accordingto the effe&s and fruits of their faith, to teach

fCW.
limb 2 J.? 4.

us in the meane time, what Faith totruftunto, and reft upon 
for juftification ;^ven that which works by love: and at that 
day, to let all the world fee, Angels, men and devills,that the 
kingdome of Heaven is. givenonely to true-hearted Nmh- ■ 
neelt, honeft Profeflburs, working beleevers. Now in the text 
for this purpofe, there is fingled out with fpeciall choile,an 
eminent Synecdochicall inftance, in one of the worthieft · 
efte&sof faith, and nobleft fruit of grace; even the point I 
now prefle, and labour to periwade: an open-hearted, real!, 
fruitful! bountie and love to Gbds people, and diftrefled 
members of Chrift lefos, for Ghrirt and their. goodnefle 

fake,,
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fake. But that other doome of damnation, Depart from mecM^· v-4«’ > 
you cur fid into everlafiing fire, prepared fir the devill and bit 
angels ; which breaches out nothing but fire and brimftone, 
flings and honours, woe and alafle, flames of wrath, and 
the Worme that never dieth; trembling and gnaihing of 
teeth 5 Ceas of vengeance, torments without end, and paft 
imagination; (hall paflc upon the reprobates, foromiflion Vtrftu. 
and negleft of this noble ducie. For mercilefnefle to the 
poore members of Chrift, unkindeneffe to Chriftians, hard- 
hearcedneflc cowards the houihold of faith, is one of the 
ranked bittereft weedes, which growes out of a gracelefle 
heart ; a cleere pregnane evidence, that all was naught; and 
a notable remembrancer, as it were, to that high and ever- 
lafting Judge, that his blefled Spirit never dwelt there. How 
deepely then doth itconcerne every Chriftian to praftife, and 
plyuponall opportunities, that moft gainefull art of almcs-Eieemofyni, a« 
giving, which (hall be fo highly honoured ar that great Day, 
before that glorious univerfall prefence; when every merci-
laflemen (hall cry co that Brocke,this mouncaine,to fall upon ■'‘"’’•‘‘•«"’•H· 
him, and hide him from the wrath of thatjuft God; which 
will flame unquenchably andeverlaftingly againft all thofe, 
who in this life, have (hut up their bowels of pitcie againft
Hispoore; and beenedogged cowards the dearely beloved ofUrcm.ny. 
hit Soule.

I know, a BeUarmin labours to empoyfon this laft paffage 3 
with hisfalfeglofle, and Popiihfophiftry. eaf-^ad. rertiHa

The caufall conjun&ion For, Ad at th. 25.35. ashe there ca-<’r£“'a'nr“7’* 
vils, intimates and imployes workes meritorioufoefle.

I fay no. For, is there a note of coniequence and order: 
not ofthe caufe, or any b meritorious caufalitie. Thecaufall b Enimj nonde· 
conjun&ion in Grammer doth indeed ferve co fhew the tea- 
fon ofa former fencence: but it doth not neceflarily (hew ritoriam Regni, 

a reafon from the caufe ofa thing; but many times alfo from 
theeffeft, and other kinde of arguments. And Logicke alfo fcntentiz : quod 

° ° Jiiverc iintbene-
diSiab sterno 

icriptihirede: Regni.id eft,ex elcaerum fideliumnumero ·. qHiaoperibus externis fe talesprobive- 
tint. Immo ipfi benediSt negabunc fe opcribus iiiis promeritos Regnum, quoniam menta iua de 
Chrifto neicicnt, non agnolccnt.QuandavidirnuiTe, &c j

S 4 teachcth8
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teacheth, that there be divers kindes of caufes; principall,and 
lefle principal!, 8tc.

Bellarmine replies: Doth nor Chrift thereipeake in the 
fame manner,of the rewards of the godly, and of thepunifli. 
ments of the wicked ? But no man can fay,that in thefe words, 
Goeyee f«r/cd,e>c.that the cauie is not rendred;but onely the 
order and coniequence implied: For the wages offer.™ is death, 
Rom.6.2%.

lanfwer: By the like fallacy alfo doe the Popifh Impo- 
ftures pleade for Juftification by workes.-Evill workes damne, 
therefore good workes fave. Moft falfely: as appeares by 

cNon valet con- that rule in the Topicks : c The conference is ofno validitie 
DDnc^pofcai where there is not a perfect contrarietie, Now betweene good 
comarietat. and evil! workes, there is no perfect contrarietie:d for evill 

arU. workes are perfectly evil! againft the Law of God: but 
burum fruaus. good workes are not perfe&ly good according to the Law 

ofGod. By the fame reafon neither doth ic follow: Eternall 
autc,n bono- death is the wages of finne: therefore eternall life is the wages 

turn ouera.impet- r 1 τ ° 
Αβο cnmfint, & Ot good Workes.
*ίί Ρίΐ“& ^dioulay out tothe poore « cheerefully, f feaiona- 
[ρΐπη'ο^Λοη bty 5 liberally, and yet but according to thy ft abilitie; thou 

ΓίΓρ*^ fhalc become ( which befides the onely courie of growing
1 e^tau^mnati- comfortablyrich,isalfoa crowne ofinfinicehonor)Creditor 
cA’wdim. "n" even todiy Creator. He that hath -pittieupon the poore, kiM) 
j-B habere ΡροΓ- unto the Lord, and that which hee hath given, will heepay him a- 

^ud *n rnesne time for repayment in 
nwTnonutcwra: due time, thou haft fecuritie infinitely above all exception, 
fandt mu/hala Bill under hisowne hand, even his owne blefled Booke; 
bent pcrfeSam wherein to faile, were to forfeit his Deity, if I may fo fpeake, 
maUnanhqu* cd wbkh is prodigious bla/phemie to imagine. Now what a 
pewacumadm," keene fpurre, and infliming motive is this to be mercifulhthat 
ten promeren- WG fhall make God himfelfe our Debter, the ever-ipringing 

c,‘ Fountaine of Blifle, and Lord of. ill goodnefle, who doth all2zck. 18.4, 
lam. 1.10. things like himielfe,omnipotenrly,bountifully, above all ex- 
Bom luntimptrr . , ' , r. . / · r r, i
leSe boni, nec fi pectacion,as becomes themiguty Soveraigneot Heaven and 
perfefte bona ef-
ienr, mcrita viti aterni client, quia omnia funtdebita. Luke 17.10· e Drut.15.10. aCors·?. 
f Prov.j.ay.sU. g iCor.p.6. yrov.u.25. h zCor.8.13. 14. Ailsn.ay.

Earth?

Prov.j.ay.sU


comfortable walking with God.

Earth > If hee worke,hee makes a world: If he be angry, hee 
drownes the whole face of the Earth: If hee love, the hearts- 
blood of his deareft Sonne is not too deare: Ifheftandupon 
his peoples fide,he makes the Sun to ftand ftill,ind the Starres 
tofight: Ifheerepay, hegiveshisowne All-fufficient Selfe, 
with the over-flowing torrents of all pleafures and glory 
through all etemitie.

6. Nay,the way to thrive and fare well in the World, if 
our moft wifeGod thinke it fit, is to be compaffionatethis 
way. If thou draw out thy foule to the hungry, faith the Prophet, Eny.$8. ro.3.Itl 
and fatifilth; affitff id foule; thtn fh all thy light rife in objewitie, 
and bieak^ firth at the morning and thy darkeneffc bee at the 
noone-day : and thy health find firing forth fietdily : the Lord 
frail guide thee continually, and fatitfie thy foule in drought, and 
make fat thy boner, and thou fhalt be lil^e a watered Garden, and 
like a Spring of water, whofe waterr fade not. Thine homefhall PAI. 11i. 
be exalted with honour, and thou fhalt not want. It will be then Pr0^25·»?·. 
a profitableInquifition amongft others; when a man Andes 
himfelfe togoe backwardin his eftate,Gods fecretdifpleafure 
to blow upon his wealth,or afflift his body with painefull dif- 
eafes,&c. to examine well, whether hee was not ordinarily ,Io[] 3 t 
wont rather to (hut up hisbowells of companion, than to 
powre out his foule to the poore.

Ina third place, take notice of the order of thofe objefts, 
upon which thy Chriftian love is regularly and feafonably to 
bedirefi:ed,andthy workesof mercy difeharged. The Caci- 
logue of them runneth thus, as I conceive.

The publike State wherein thou lived, and whereof thou 
art a member, challenged! the firftplace and preccdencie : If 
itlivedanacuralllife3 as thou doeft,and thou haddeftbutone rtuyfay^hmutn 
morfell of bread, which would onely fuftaine the life ofone fffiffr, 
ofyou;theuwerrro perifh, that it might flourifti: for it is 
ever better, that one member ihould be cut off, than the 
whole body confumed. * In the next place ftands thy felfe · Kfcc^tu,

J 1 our owe parenti tn
mdtnnry ^nt : like inpiette, elfenentifi helpe Italy men bei»Z farther eff, before lh*fe yehehate to be re- 
fo^meda though neereruota nt·', like x* mufu-tll lelationi and obli^attcuj one unto Ai.otbe\elfi we muft pre- 
ferre a truely *eligiouj blather, before λ more relict cm framer 5 λ Rufina» jieitftbwr» and benefifar ybefo· c 
either or uct^hbrATy or uben^f'^or alone.

then
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, then thy wife 5 then thy parents · then thy children andfami- 
&hou(ehold of faith; then thy naturall kinred 

. os,qui nobis Ginc fprung lately from the fame progenitors; then thy neereft 
chu!° n£ighboursand common friends · then thy country men;then 

. quampropinquos grangers; then thine enemies. Forasthouwouldeft be hoi. 
ΐι^υηΓ^Γ’οιίό de° a ‘°f^e LIighefi, Luke 6.35. thou muft love thine ene- 
fttvitnt. Quam ? mies,and relieve them too, P rov.2^.21. Rom.i 2.20. Andbe- 
copuia^cordhm1 caufe our naug^ty hearts doe naturally rife, and fwell againft 
quamcoiporum. them with much enraged anger, dildaine and contempt: pou« 
tru^nx's?^'.der feriouflyupon thefepoints,ascounterpoyfons to keepe 

out thefe foule fiends, and preferve thine affections ever 
calme and unftained this way, and in an holy charitable tem­
per anddifpofition to doe them good.

I» Firft, hee that becomes a bloody goad in thy fide for 
thy blefled profefllon, and becaufe thou folioweft goodnefle, 
is ftarke mad, and utterly befides himfelfe in matter of falva­
tion. He is as a dead man without all fenfe of fpirituall felie- 
murder: now it is extreme wcakenefle, to even thy wit (as 
.they fay) with a Bedlam; and barbarous inhumanitie, to 
wreake thy fpite upon the dead, and bafely co vexe a livelefle 
carcafe with braving infultations.

2. Thou (houldefl moft wilfully forfeke thine owne mer- 
cie, and judge thy felfe more then infinitely unworthy of e- 
verlaftinglife, of any part or portion in the rich, glorious, 
eternall purchafes of His meritorious death; if thou couldeft 
not frankely forgive the greateft wrong of thy greateft ene- 
mieupon this ground onely; becaufe lefus Chrift hath freely 
powred out the deareft and warmeft blood in his heart, to 
purchafe for theea worme,and wretch, and while thou waft 
yet his deiperate cnemie, pardon and falvation from theend- 
lefle woes, and damnations of Hell.

3. Thirdly, the mercifull patience of God himfelfe in for­
bearing and bearing with infinite wrongs, anddiihomurs 
done unto his great Majeflie every day, may beamatchlefle 
patterne and precedent tons wofull tinners, and worfethan 
nothing, eafily co pardon, and patiently to paflebyalhhc 
provocations of our fellow creatures. How many blafphe-

mous 
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mous mouthes are continually open againft the Majeftie of 
Heaven ? With what damned oaches doe they tcare, and re- 
crucifie the precious body of his glorified Sonne, that fits at 
his owne right hand? With what monflrous lyes, and hate- 
full Omders doe they difgracehis Ambafladours, and vilifie 
his chofen ? Nay, where ihall you finde one ofthofe, who have 
fincerely given their names unco Chrift, whofe negleiled in- 
notency is not trampled upon with the feete of pride and con­
tempt; and whole guiltlefle fame lyes not bleeding under 
the mercilefle ftrokes of intemperate tongues? How many ■
fonnes and daughters of BeiwZdoe horribly, and with an γβίΰ* hoTdixe- 
high hand prophane his Sabbaths, pollute his Sacraments,,
and tunfe their backes upon his Word?How many every caj· qwmhumi- 
where turns themlelves into barrels and beafts, even into ne*' 
fincks; nay, and lometimes into Sodomites, Haba. 15. by 
their fwinifli drunkennefle? How manyinclcfing Nimrods., 
and Machiavellian Land-lords, grinds the faces of the poore, 
plicke of their skinnes, tears their fiefh, breaks their bones, chop 
them in peeCss as for the pot, and eate the fiefh of Gods people? In 
a word : How many incarnate devils walke upand downe the 
Earth with hearts and hands as full as Hell, wkh all manner 
of milchiefe, IewdndTe,and rebellion ? And yer we fee in the 
meane time, our gracious Godbeares patiently with thefe 
many and prodigious provocations. Though he bee armed 
with his owne unrefiftable omnipotency ; have everin a rea- 
dinefleallthe Angels of Heaven,all the creatures upon Earth,., 
all the Devillsin Hell; nay, the very hands and conferences 
offuchilubborne Rebel?, to be the inftruments and executi­
oners of his juft wrath upon their finne: yet doth he fweetly ' 
and fairely temper, and moderate his indignation, to fee if 
the riches of his goodnefle and forbearance, and long-fuffe- ni)le <juiubiiii- 
ring, will leade them to repent mce. If Almighty God then,
whofe Majeftie,blefled and glorious for ever, is chiefly wron- «jiiin tibi.qaihoc 
gedeven by thy a wrongs alfo, whofe mildenefle and mercy ‘
ismoftlhamefully abufed with the horrible ingratitude, and vinJk»pc in jurf- ■ 
intolerable contempt of fuch ashace to be reformed, bee j^c^cccrii ; 
fo wonderfully patient; bee not thou perverfe: but rather tfbijw»

heaps -
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heapc coales of fire upon thine enemies head by kin dnefle and 
love, that thou mayefi be the charitable child of thy Father 
which is in Heaven j who fuffers his raine to fall as well upon 
beaches and weedes, as upon flowers and fruit-trees.

4. By harbouring heart-burning and angry thoughts in 
cbybrdi againft thofe thou art tempted to hare; thou wo- 
fully hardeneft thine owne heart,which is an unvaluable hurt, 
and deprived: thy felfe all the while thou art fo dogged, of 
cheblelfing, benefit and comfort of all the ordinances; not 
onely of the Sacrament of the Lords Supper, as ignorant 
people fuppoie,but alfo of Prayer, hearing the Word, iing- 
1 ng of Pfalmes, conference,&c. 1 Th».2.8. Matth. 5.23.24. 
Ιαιη,ι. 20. Mow what extreme madnefle is it, and Bedlam 
cruelty to thine owne foule, by cherifliing and keeping 
warme inthy bofome, fitch a bale dunghill Viper, as revenge­
full fpite, to caft che whole Frame of thy fpirituall building 

□ Quid maiitia ™t0 combufiion, and to make God thine eneroie, whereby 
tuaiireri nonno- thou hurteft thya felfe incomparably more, then thou canft 
qSawXtiH ever poffibly harme thineoppofite>
non noceat, fieri A great deale of fpirituall good b doth by accident ac- 
b'omnis malus true to rhe Chriftian, by che malice of his enemies. The ra-
aur i<ko vivir, ut gjng and rayling enemies of Gods people, ferve as fcullions 

to ftoure che Lords Vettels of Honour; as Shepeheards Dogs 
bonusexercentur. co hunt Chrifts Sheepe into order, and to purer paftures.

54 I. Their narrow watching over his wayes co take himtrip- 
WnivUm infer' P'n§:>and prying into all pa flages of his life,upon purpofe to 
n’iobftrucnds'vf diigrace his profeffion, ihould mike him walke more pre- 
nsfanais ipfce- ciiely; and co hold a continuall counter-watch over all his 
getes Domini, nc courles,tnat ne give no juft caufe ot offence,or any true matter 
m jukas luxuri ofcavjH or calumniation. Whence it is that David pr.iyeth, 
cnt,&p ucagrj* . r y »
nihabcant. ipfi rjal.27,1 3. Leaae me in aplamepath, becaufe of mine enemics^Qt 
iunt limx a vafis .
gloristubigincm auferentes. A filiis Dei,qua(iquodam laforio, pcceattim clationis eradimt VndtCre 
ger. I dcirco hxat Domi bus lir.guisdctradorum in eleftos, ut ii quid in cis ebtioi is flirrexerit,lingua 
drtraSnris eradat. Per, Omncs mali. St am.iroresmundi, qmG io cuian'arunr. Sic er.imintoriulaiibus, 
& Uva picmitur, & O'iva,utvinum&o!cum reponaturin cave a : its per i rquitiam maloiumhouu- 
num.qui beqi & juili iunt,mnltis tribularionibus fatigantur, uc anim.i: corum tanqn.im oleum & vinuir, 

, o pa·.j $ a.----- ConfiJera, qtiod illi, qni re pcricquunnir, apud Denin vcliuinolz.ac 
lorci.IaciadcriranturiTu verb quafi Oliva &quafi Uva irgitima pa. vo tempore preiTnrinim.ilorum 
hominum fuftincic coger i‘. Itid· '

thole
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Thofe which obferve mee. 2. Their hitting him in the teeth 
with rhe reproach of his former imnes, ihould ferve as a re­
membrancer unco him, to revile and renew moreeiFufhially 
andfeelingly thegreatworke of his firft repentance; andto 
open afreih a Fountaine of penitent teares, oratleallofnew 
griefe, hee can grieve no more, for thole particular finnes, 
which any dogged Shimei, or iLnderous Dneg brings into his 
minde upon fitch occafion. For it is the went of ignorant 
enemies to Godsholy wayes, to charge upon his children, 
even with much bircernefleand infultation,the faults a~.d fol­
lies of their unregenerate time. Though God Almighty hath 
buried them for ever in his mercy 5yet they will never fuffer 
them to dieoutoftheirmalice. Though the blood of Chrift 
hath covered themeverlaflingly from rhe fight of God, and 
fearch of Satan; yet their bale and dunghill fpite will ever 
and anon rake into them againe to their difgrace. Thus 
were An fin and Bez^two great Lights of the Church in their 
times;and foare many other moderne Worthies andQham- 
pionsof Chrilf, daily dealt with. In which cafe learned Au- 
fin fweetly replied to the Donaiiftr upbraiding him in fuch 
an unworthy faihion, with the impietie and impuritieofhis 
former life: Loofy, faith he, bow muehthey blame my fault, fo 
much I commend and praife my Pbyfcian. And blefled Beza, 
toafellow objecting unto him his youchfull Poems; omo Jn vis
man vexetb him fife, becauf Cbrijl bath von bjafed met .
Grace. And King David, withwhom I (houldhave begun ; ......
when Sbimei railed upon him, and called him mnrtherer;
Let him alone, and let himcn fe -.fir the Lord bath bidden bim.iiam.io.n., ■ 
And yet befides this, I doubt not, but upon thefeoccafions 
Davids heart bled afreih for his bloody finne: Aagttll'mes, 
for his former herefie and fenfualitie; Bezau, for the vanitie 
of his youth» 3. Theirblazing abroad fome fpeciall vifible 
fcandalous infirniitieof his,and yet to which he is haled,and 
as it were hurried by the impetuoufnefle of fome fuddcu paf. 
fion,or violent temptation, and which is one of his greareft 
griefes, and much matter ofmourning in fecret, ihould caufe 
him to ftrengthen his watch, and improve all his fpirituall 

valour, .
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valour againtl the aflaults and infinuations of it. 4. Thai 
malicious fullering upon him by falfe reports, thofe faults he 
.yet never fell into; and yet to which hee may be naturally 
much inclinable, ihould furniih him with more than ordina- 
rie care and courage, wifedome and watchfulnefle, to pre­
vent the icandall of any fuch g u il tin efle. 5. Their ilanderous 
laying co his charge, the things he neverdid, nor ever like to 
doe; which is alio an hclliih humour, and devillifh tricke of 
prophanenefleagainttprofeflion, ihould leadehimto a flrift 
inquirie into his heart and life, to finde out fome otherfinne, 
.of which, uponthac occafion, God would have him take 
notice, and mortifie. Icmiybe thou arc falfely charged with 
hypocrifie; looke that thou be not earthly-minded; with 
pride, looke that thou, be nor paifionate; with worldlinefle, 
looke chat thou benotluke-warme,&c.

Thus have I fomewhat inlighrned, and infilled longer 
. upon this point,purpofely toftirre upand quicken the ipiriis 
ofallGods people, co a fruitful! conftant exercife of Chridi- 
an charitie, and bounde towards their poore brethren .· to be 
aiwell plentiful! in workesof mercy, as precife in duties of 
pietie : ( God loves mercy as-well as facritice; nay, in force 

. cafes, he preferres the other before this ) to be fo much more 
mindefuli and apprehenfive of all opportunities, for a fincere 
difcharge of this much urged and honoured dutie; as the 
wicked are malicious, aud Pharifees forward, to charge upon 
them the contrarie.

For you know that carnall men are extremely greedy of 
catling afperfions and disgraces upon the innocencie of re­
ligious Profeflburs. Noexcellencie ofpart6,iingularitieof 
worth, emioencie of zeale,height ofholinefl'e, integrideand 
purideof life,canpoifibly priviledgethebeft man thatever 

Heb.n. 34.38. breathed the life of grace in the bofome ofthe Church ;from 
the fcoiirge of finnes. The onely Worthies upon earth, of 
whom the world was not worthy, were vexed with cnial 

ASs 14 f. .mocl^ngt: Paul, that precious Pillar of Gods Church, was 
Zuh.7.ie. called, A peftilenc fellow: nay, Chrift Icftu himfelfe, in 

whom the fulnefle of the .Godhead dwelt bodily, was faid-to 
luve
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have a Devill. And no marvel! chough theydeale thus with 
his Children, that daily blafpheme the nighty Lord ofhea- 
ven and earth, blefled for ever. Daily experience tra&sthem T :
in five pcililencpafliges this way: It is there wont, with oc: detMnunt,& 
all rheir cunning, and upon all occafions, i. To leileu, di£ 
grace and disparage all they can, the graces, worth, andr^n'» 
good parts of goodmen. 2. To report true things malici- iPi.ni 
oufly; and upon purpofe to bring them into hatred and dif-D-“T> & Domi- 
eftimation; fo Doeg dealt with David. 3. To charge upon bW>iX°”«
them, with much credulity and confidence, things they pe-no" Clim 
verdid, never knew, never thought upon, or dreamed upon. qU\d‘1 
4, With whorilh foreheads, and very impudency of hell, 
to fallen upon them by fhnderous imputation, thofe finnes jWiXf4rit?Oj 
and vices, in the contrary graces and venues whereoξ they ie· 
are many times very eminent and remarkable, Elijah was 1Reftlg ,7 
flandered to beatroubler ofthe State ; whereas in truth, hee " 
was the ftrongeft Pillar of the kingdome, the very chariot j 3RCg. 2.12. 
and horfemen of IfaeL 5. Nay, and which is yet more, to fa­
ther upon them thofe faults, wherein themfelves, hatefull 
hypocrites! aregrofly and notorioufly guilty. Terttdlur tels ^ό'/Ίί^' w 
Felix, that Paul was a very plague: for io is the Original!
whereas not onely Paul was one of the bed men upon earth f“PbV' 
but alfo himfelfe, a curfed cut-throate of all goodnefle; and 
furious oppofite to theglorious Gofpell. His lewd Miflriffe 
charged lofepb with an ailaulc upon her chaftitie; whereas 
not onely he was moft free that way, but alfo her felfe notc- 
rioufly-naught. .Ahab called Elijah, a troubler ofllrael, 
whereas not onely that blefled Prophet,was the very firength 
of that State; but alfo himfelfe, by his abominable covetous 
Idolatrous villanies, brought coniufionand mifery upon the 
whole kingdome.

Now out of this cunning malicious humour, carnal! men 
lye at the catch, and are moft eager to apprehend any fliadow 
of occafion, or rather then fade, to make matter in their 
ownefpitefull braines,ortakeitupfromthe lying oracle of 
fome frothy Ale-bench; whereby to Haine the honour of Pro- 
feffion, with theunworthieft imputationsof covetoufiiefle, 

• hard- 
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hard-hearredneflej unmercitulneffe, whereas themfelves, 
meeremenof this world,are as covetous as their skinne will 
hold -Jail: nailed and glued unto the earth; never in their life 
lift upa joyfull thought towards heaven, neither dare thinke 
feriouily upon the world to come, without a great dealeof 
flavifh fiidnefle and fecret terrour. And in their grafping of 
worldly goods, they care not a button for confcience,nuke 
no account ac all of that moil certaine flrift account at Gods 
dreadfull Tribunall : but onely how to carrie matters 
itnoothly and plaufibly in the eyes ofmen, and drube over 
their unjuft dealings, with clofe conveyances, andtrickes 
of wit.

I goe not about here to Apologize for any uncharitable 
counterfeits, or thole moft odious oucfide-Chriftians, who 
put on the glory of an Angell in outward profeflion, that 
they may play the devills more unobfervedly, in LI furious 
praftifes, oppreflions,and unconfcionable griping; weare a 
cloake of zeale,in conformitie to the excernall formes of obe­
dience of the firft Table,upon purpoie to cover their cruel tie 
and inhumanidb, in under-mining and over-reaching rheir 
brethren,and co prey the more invifibly upon the fimplichk 
of thofe whom they deceive by Seeming.

Buc yet I muft cell you, that many times, even dome of 
Gods owne bell children are full fa!(ely and foully charged, 
by foulemouched worldlings themfelves,with worldlitieflf, 
covetoufneffe, and imputations of chat nature; who by Gods 
mercy, are fo farre from doting upon earth, and the fading 
glory thereof, that in their retired and advifed thoughts, 
they would not lofe the love, and light of Gods counte­
nance, and teilimonie ofa good conference, towinnc the 
whole world: they would not exchange their comforts of 
godlinefle,andintereft in a Crowne of life, for ten thoufmd 
worlds, -were they ail turned into one invaluable Peark: 
They feele themfelves incomparably more comforted and 
kindely refreihed ac the heart rco:e, with one thought of 
heaven, and that endleftejoyfuli reft above, through all eter­
nities then with a world of earthly contemplations, though
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all coropofed of gold, pleafures, poffeflions,honours, Dia­
dems, and all the glorious and moft defircable treafures un­
der the Sunne. And who in refpeit of any unconfcionable- 
neffe, wrongs, injufttce, or wicked wayes of getting, might 
wich finceririe of heart, propordonably to their (laces and 
callings, take up Samuels ,proteftation: Behold, here Ιαη,ι s;m u ?. 
witneffe ayyrinft me before the Lord, and before his Anointed? 
Wbofe Oxe have I taimen ? or whofe Affe have I taken ? or whom 
have I defrauded? whom have I i>pppreffed?or of whofe hand have 
I received any. bribe, to blinde my eyes therewith? and I will re- 
foreit. And fincere thoughts, refolutions, and proteftaiions 
to this purpofe, are cleere evidences of unearthly minded- 
nefle. Blefled Job doth pregnantly illuftrate this point: His 
owne friend chargethhim with inhumanity, covetoufnefle, 
and cruelty^and thereupon inferreth that Gods afflifting hand 
was heavy upon him : How much more thinke you, would 
the children of fooles, and children ofvillaines, viler than the 
earth, of whom he elie where complaines, vexe himflande- 
roufly? Is not’thy wickpdneffe great ? faith Eliphaz,Job 22.5.&C. 
and thine iniquities infinites' For thou haft taken a pledge front 
tby brother for naught, and ftripped the nailed of their cloatbing. 
Thou haft not given water to the weary to drinke, and thou haft 
wiib-holden bread from the hungry. Thou haft fentwidowes
away empty, and the ormer of the fatherlejfe have beene broken. 
Therefore fnares are round about thee, and jiedden feare trou- 
bkth thee. Whereas,indeed and truth,righteous lob was right 
nobly minded, tender-hearted, chariable, houndfull; as ap- 
peares by his confident conteftation to,the contrary, lob ^t.
16, &C. If I have withheld the poore from their defire, or have 
caufed the eye of the widow to faile : or have eaten my morfeli my 
felfe about, and the fatherlejfe hath mt eaten thereof: If I have 
fine'any perifr for want of.chathing, or any poore without cove­
ring : If his loynes' batie not bleffed me, and if hee were riot war- 
medwith the fleece'of my Sheepe·. ifl have lift up my hand againft 
the fatherlejfe, when' I fawtny heft in the gate, then let my arme 
fall from my fhouldcr-blade, and my arme be broken frant fbe 
bone.

T Thus
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Thus many times an imputation of worldlineflej'hard- 
beartedneffe, unhofpicalitie, &c. is laid upon Gods chil­
dren, without allcaufe, truth,or confcience; occafiened; as 
I conceive ( for I deiire to diicover unco you a depth of 
Sarans malice in this point) partly from the parties accu- 
fing and flanderitig; partly from the parties accufed andflan- 
dered.

Occafions miniftred by propbane men, are fech as thefe;
i. Firft, They many times, when they finde their confci- 

ences difquieted, their former courfes controukdj their 
carnall humours crofted and contradifted, and themfelves 
much diieaiedand difturbedinthe fecurefull purfuit of their 
fenfuall pleafures, by thefcarching power ofa confcionabls 
Minifterie: or when they plainely fee that their unzealoui 
nefle, lukewarnonefle, and formaline in Religion, is cenfurcd 
and condemned by the forwardnefle, and zealous carriage 
and converfation of the Saints, they feeke by all meanes, 
and labour might and maine, to be meete with thofe Mini- 
fters which fovexethem with their faithfull Preaching; and 
thofe godly Chriftians, which frlently difgrace them with 
their gracious life and zealous exercife of Chriftianicy. And 
therefore fith many times, by Gods goodnefle, they cannot 
finde any vifible or confpicuous matter or mifcarriage, to 
charge them with truely; becaufe the Saints lie not in grofle 
and notorious finnes,fiich as are {wearing, drunkennefle, ly­
ing, uncleannefte, Sabbath-breaking, idlenefle, the vanities 
of goodfellowihip, &c. asthemfelvesare wont; therefore, 
3 fay, they audacioufly dive into their hearts with unhal­
lowed cenfures,and lay unto their charges thofe invifible er- - 
tours, which none can fee but Gods All-feeing Eye; and from 
which they cannot bedeered and acquit, buc onely by their 
owne consciences, and his higheft Tribunall. So that they 
lake order that fetch imputations, though groundkfle and 
falfe ; yet fhall be fure to cleave to the good name of Gods 
Children as certainely without redrefl’e or remedy, as they 
weredevifed without truth or charitie. Wee may fee this 
cleerely in^the prefent point, and the flander ofhypocrine, 

. ' which
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which is alfo the ordinary portion of thebeft, from men of 
the world. When prophane oppofires untograce pry curi- 
ouily into all the wayes of Gods Childe/and can finde no­
thing fo faulty in his outward cariage3 or reproveable in 
the ordinarie courfe of his life, as they expeft and defire; 
yer, left they Ihould not ihew themfelves the right children 
of Satan, the Accufer of the Brethren · they will be medling 
one way or other; they will be nibling at his good name 
with fome fuch fpeches as thefe : Well, well, chough hee be 
an excellent Pulpit man, oraforward Profeflbur,yetis hee 
notfo,andfo? is not he as well given unto, and greedy of 
the world as other men? when they heare other men com­
mend his zealeandforwardnefl'e in Profelfion, thefe will be 
calling out fuch malicious doubts as thefe ;Goe too, my ma­
ilers, I feare me all is not gold that glifters. Now how is it 
poffible, or by what outward witnefles or compurgators 
may the Chriftian cleere and difeharge himfelfeof the impu­
tations of wor’diinefle and hypotrifie; fith the onelyes in 
the greedy affe&ionsof the minde, and the other lurkes in 
the hidden corners ofthe heart > The puritie and fecretsof 
which, none can truely fee and ceniure3 but the Searcher of 
all hearts. Were a man accufed of Adultery, DrunkennCfle, 
or fitch vifiblenotorroufhefle, there might bemeanesfound 
for the manifeftation of his innocencie, by an exa& /canning 
of time, place, and other circumftances. Bur this is the ma- 
licions and peftilent policies of Satan and his agents, when 
they fee that the Saints, by the mercies of God, are free from 
thofe grofe finnes and notorious corruptions, which ordina­
rily raigne in the children of darkeneffe; they fpitefully and 
cunningly lay unto their charge, imputation of fuch nature, 
from the which, though they be free, they cannot free 
themfelves 5 and though they be cleere, yet by reafonof 
the maliceof men, and invifiblenefle of rhe matter, it will 
never foappears;untill the brightnefle of Chrifts comming 
brings forth their righteoufnefleas the light,and their Judge­
ment as the noone-day; and of whichthey have none o­
ther ground in the world but this, becaufe themfelves are

T 2 fuch
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fuch. For put a prophetic worldling to prove the flander 
ofworldlinefleand hypocrifie, which he puts upon the Chri­
ftian, artdhee will bc able to give you neither probable rea­
fon, nor wife word to the purpofe. And no nurvell · for 
letthe matter come to examining; and hee fhall finde, that 
man which hee fo mifeenfures, to be both faithful! towards 
God, and confcionable towards man in all his wayes : Not 
onely innocent from oppreflion, corruption, wrongfull dea­
ling, and all unlawfuJl wayes of gettings but alio in a fpe­
ciali manner, with a moft compaHIonate tendernefle and 
love, right dearely affefted to every true-hearted Nathaniel- 
and the whole houihold of faith· (which no unregene­
rate man canpofiibly be; and which is the trueft and no­
bleft ifliie of fanftified charitie ) Nay, and befides, not 
any wayes wanting (though itftand not with the policy of 
prophanenefle to acknowledge it) in ocher charitable paf. 
iages with fpirituall diferetion, to any truely diftrefled and 
niiferable. And therefore there is no ground in the world 
left for fuch gracekflc lyes but onely this: Carnail world­
lings carve conditions to other men, out of the crookednefle 
of their owne nature; and cunningly put on the policie of

, Gucpuries; who in throngs at Faires and Markets, call upon 
others tobegar^bf Cutpurfes, that themfelves beingtruely 
fo,mayw4tH lefle fuipitionand observation, dive into the 
peters aqd purfesof true men. Many there are, who being 
themfelves truely worldly, and hypocrites indeede, call Chri­
ftians fo; that the maeke of their villanous hypocrifies may 
be lefle marked; and themfelves roote in earthlinefle, un­
till they reach thb very bottome of hell,. and no man regard 
them,

2. Secondly, ifa man would be irreligious andunconfei- 
onable, it is a very eafie thing to grow rich and into reputa­
tion with the world. If once hee ib ftrre harden his heart, 
leare his confcience, and abandon the feare of God 5 that hee 
refolves without remorfe or fhame, to defraud, diflemble, 
bribe, oppreffe, put to Vfury, ferve the time, make ufe of all 
men for his owne turne, co cloake drueky with confcience, 

. pretend 
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pretend friendihip, when hepurpofes to deale like a Turke : 
In a word, to plot and praftife any lewde device or confci* 
cncelefie courfe, for his advantage and riling ; I doe not fee 
how fuch a fellow in thefe griping dayes and times of con- 
fufion, ihould efcape wealth, preferment, and refpc&in the 
world. And as it is eafie for fellowes of fuch ill confcience 
tothrlve, and wicked mentogrow wealthy: fo me-thinkes 
it is no great matter for fuch to make fometimes very goodly 
fliowes to the world of bountifulnefle, and liberall profu- 
fionsin feafts, entercainements,and larger dole to the poore, 
out of their fuperfluities, and heapes of ill-gotten goods. But 
herein (though it be well, that fuch goods doe good unto 
fome) they are like unto theeves, who having robbed fome 
rich Merchant, and taken hundreds from him, doe fcatter 
hereand thereby the way, fome fmall peeces of filverto the 
poore. But this is a very poore mends for their mercileffe 
bloodfhed and lawlefie robberies: This is, as they fay, to 
robbe Peter, to cioath Paul. Thus many great men keepe 
great houfes,-and that is well: itisfit,GreatneHe(houldbe 
accompanied with frankenefle: but alas, theygrinde the fa­
ces of the poore, and eate the flcih of Gods people,to uphold 
their hofpltality, So fome Miniilers heape living upon li­
ving, that fo they may be enabled and furnilhed topurchafe 
a great name by keeping a great houfe; but alas, they main­
tains their port and eftate with the price of the precious 
blood of foules, and feede the greedy humour of their Pha- 
rifaicall good-fellowfhip, with the fearefull Gangreene of fpi­
rituali bloodfhed. So others may be fometimes good unto 
the poore,and bountifull, as they fay, in their owne houfes: 
but alas they marreall their almes-giving, by unlawfull get­
ting ; and turne that, which of it felfe is one of thofe iacrifi- ΙΙΛ f 
ceswith which God is highly pleafed, into * abomination 
and finnne unto themfelves. A goodly matter, fore, to fcatter 
here and there, now and then, fome few drops of charitable 
devotions; whereas they have many huge and headlong 
torrents of gains and goods comming in dayly; by oppref· 
fion, violence, mercilefle inclofore, devouring widdowes

T 3 houfes,,
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,houfes, felling the poore for old fhooes,rackings, inhanfings, 

1 gripings,ufuries, immoderate takings, &c.
• 3. Thirdly, Prophane hypocrites are commonly Pharifai- 
call in their alines-grving; aiTed and pjrfiie obfervation, fin- 
gularitie, vaine-glorious oftentation in their contributions 
ofcharicie. Their fore-fathers thePharifes, when they gave 
their almes, made a Trumpet to be founded before them. So 
thefe followes, their followers, and fucceeding A&orsupon 
the fame Stage of hypocrifie, left their good deedes ihould 
die in their diftribution,and be obfeurely buried in the bellies 
of the poore, they alfo get unto themfelves a kinde of. 
tale-bearing Trumpeters too. They cunningly obferve thofe ■ 
opportunities, arid Angle out fech objefts of their commife·. 
ration, and charitable devotions, whereby they may. foo-.· 
nefts and moft compendioufly purchafe a name of being 
good to the poore, and have their bountifull diipofition 
blazed abroad, with moft circumftances, btft advantages,. 
andpartiall enlargements. And thus it is a very eafie thing, 
for a Pharife to be famous in this kinde: for fith he gives 
more for commendation, than for confcience; farre more for 
praife among ft men, than out of a true-hearted compaflion to- 
the party 5 he dares diipence with a good conscience, and 
take liberty unto himfelfe to place his good turnes there,· 
where there is beft poflibilitie of being moft fpoke of, and. 
greateft hope of the richeft returne of applaufe and ad­
miration. So that fuch an one ordinarily in his open-hearted- 
nefle,andcharitablediftributionsj hath a fpeciall eye andin- 
clination to thofe that flatter him to his face 5 and are like to 
prove the lowdeft-Trumpets of his bountifulnefle abroad 
where they come. And he is fo farre from a right and feafon- 
ableappreiienfion ofdue circumftances, difference of parties, 
and thofe fpirituall diferetions, obferveableandneceflary in 
fuch Chriftian exercifes of love} and from the praftife ofthe 
Apoftles precept, Ge/,6.10. Doe good unto admen, but efytcially 
to them which are of theboujholdoj Faith : that he would rather 
afford his helping hand for the reliefe audraifingup of a deT 
rayed goodfellow,than of a diftrefled Chriftian.

4. Fourthly,,
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4. Fourthly, though .carnail men be fo covetous, and 
hold-faft of earthly contentments and they would rather 
lofe their precious foules everlaflingly, than leave them: 
yet if it might be, if they were poflibly compatible, they 
would give any thin gin the world 5 both to ferve andfatif- 
fie themfelves inthewayes of vanity, and after to fave their 
foules in the day of wrath; both to partake of the pleafures 
ofthe prefent, and to bc fecured from the vengeance that is 
to come. What would not the great Ones of the world 
give, to purchafe two Heavens; one here, andanother inthe 
other world? what would not fenfuall, worldlings part 
with to redeeme their finnes, if they might have adifpenfa- 
tion to continue in finne ? To live the life of vanitie and luft, 
and after to die the death ofthe Righteous, and to receive 
their Crowne? In fuch cafes in their foberconfiderations(fo 
that thek prefent temporall happinefle fuftaine no hazard, or 
diminution; nor the delights of their fweet finne, any di- 
fiurbance) they would not ftand upon any worldly good· 
though it were athonfand Ranmies, or ten thotifiind Rivers of 
Oyle: Nay, they would give their firR-borne fir their tranfi 
greffions·, even the fiuites of their bodies, for the finne of their 
foteles. Many there are which may be eafily perfwaded, and 
can well finde in their hearts, to give any thing towards the 
fervice of God,and falvation oftheirfou!es;favethemielves; 

■ I meane, their hearts and affedions, which the world and 
..their darling-pleafuresjhave principally poffeft. Hence now 
it is, that many rich Ones and men of the world, being other- 
wife very guilty, and obnoxious in many reipefts, are very 
willing and well content many times to contribute bounti­
fully to good ufes, and to make good (hew of liberalitie to­
wards the poore; that thereby lefle notice may be taken of 

. their other notorioufnefle; and with fome kinde of hope, fo to 

. cover and conceale many grofle corruptions from the wrath 
of God, and the worlds cenfure. For Iknownothow there 
is an imbred opinion and conceit feared in the hearts of na­
turall men and Papifts, that almefdeeds, and fuch workes of 
charitie make amends for other mifearriages, though foule,

T 4 and
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and fcandalous; and bepleafing to Almighty God; though 
the parties from whence they proceed, be polluted with fecret 
impurities and Aligning finne?, Sith therefore they periwade 
their hearts, that charitable devotions and diftributions have 
fome power, as ic were, fomewhat to appeafe divine wrath, 
andtofastifie for other finfull exorbitances and aberrations; 
and fee plainely chat it is the moft compendious way to pun­
chafe a great deale of credit in thefe cold and compaihonleflo 
times· and the onely objeftto divert the eyes of the greater 
from the obfervation of their other faults: I fay therefore, 
they open their hearts, the more liberally, and enlarge their 
bowels to greater bountifulnefle; which otherwife their co- 
Yetoufiieflc would keepe (hut. Thus, many, to diminilh the 
honour and markeablenefle of their unmortified lufts and 
open lewdnefle, exercife a good art without a good heart.

Occafions from the parties flandered, are fuch as thefe:
1. Chriftians, of all men in the world, are the fpeciall 

markes and ordinary objefts, upon which are difeharged and 
exercifed all kindes of malice and mifehiefe: not onely the 
empoyfoned arrowes of fpitefull tongues, the fword of Ty­
rants, the flames of crueltie ; but alfo many leffer and lefle- 
markc vexations,and wrongs,oppreftion s 8< mercilefnefie, and 
many unconfcionabTe ufages. Prophane men being feated 
inhighroomes, or befotced with the worlds favours and flat­
teries, doe many times, out of their pride and malice, very 
contemptuouflyrowle downe as from aloft, indignities, in- 
foleitcies,many hard and heavie inhumanities, and injuflices 
upon Gods Children, as a number ofnegle&ed underlings. 
So that as the Prophet fpeakes; Hee that refreimth from 
will, maketh himfelfe a prey, Hee that by the mercies of 
Godbreakes out of the bounds of Satan, into the bleffings 
and blefled eftate of grace, ihall for ever after, not onely be 
fiirioufly perfected by the rage of hell, and malice ofpro- 
phanenefle;butalib lie more open to the infultations,wrongs, 
and oppreilions ofhis adverfaries, and treacherous infinuati- 
ons offal fe friends. Sith therefore Chriftians,by reafon of their 
patience, the worlds difeouncenmce, difaffe&ion of great ·;

» Ones,
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Ones,their owncrefolute di (allowance ofall indireft cotiries, 
ofany bale, and unconfcionable advantage, are many rimes 
mightily hackc upon, and oppreft by the greedy pol icies, ex- 
pilations, and encroachments of boyfterous worldlings,and 
cauielefle oppofites; and not onely fo, but fometimes alio 
cunningly, and infenfibly preyed upon even by profeR 
friends: (For there are a kinde of men, which putting on 
for the time, thegloryofan Angell, mixe themfelves with 
Gods people, andprefle into their company, onely becaufe 
they fteandfinde them robe fuch, as fromwhom, by reafon 
of thefingleneffeand fimplicity of their hearts, theuniuipi- 
cieufncffe of their charity, the equity and confcionableneife 
oftheir dealing, in thefe cozening, (ttpplanting, and under­
mining dayes, they may the moft fairely and eafily fiicke out 
the greateftadvantage:) Γfay therefore, fith Gods children 
are moft fubjeft both to the wrongs of open enemies, and 
fupplantation of fieeming friends,they are many times not io 
enabled inoutward things, orftrong in their worldly ftate, 
to make inch a flouriih in difperfing their fuperfluities, as 
thofe men which get without confcience, and disburfc with­
out (piri tuall di fcret ion.

2. A Chriftian dare not for his life fo farre enlarge his 
confcience^ to gaine by any unwarrantable meanes, or un­
confcionable courfe, as oppreffion, corruption, cozening, 
violence, lying, un juft dealing, &c. and therefore in this 
griping,and greedy age, in the higheft noontide of iniqui- 
tie, or rather darkeft midnight of the workes ofdarkenefle 
(though outward want be infinitely countervailed with in­
ward comfort) he doth not commonly come to that exceffe, 
and foperfluitie of temporall things., which many times 
worldlings with wider confidences, eafily and immeasurably 
ingrofle. The large ft confidences in thefie laft and worft dayes, 
are the onely devourers, and fiwallowers downe of worldly 
wealth. A religious refolution to fave a mans foule (more is 
the pittie!) is many times a amiable curbe to keepe him from 
growing rich, and into reputation with the world. Gods- 
bieffingsevenin temporall things, I deny not, are fometimes·

very ;
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very plentifully upon the right owners, Gods owne children· 
and both heavenly andearthly happinefle have beene wrea­
thed together by the mercifull hand of God, and fet upon 
their heads: buc if wee looke upon the common courfcs 
holden in the world that way - and in allforecaft of carnail 
reafon, he is likelieft to grow rich, and rife, who isrefolvedto 
damne his foule. In ordinary conceit of prophane policie, 

Oeaef.39. and apprehenfions of worldly wifedome, lojepb mift a great 
deale of earthly contentment, and in a prtcife humour put 
from him much polfibility of preferment, by not yeeldingto 

π King, obap 21· the impure felicitations of his wanton Miftris. Michaiah, 
in not j umping with the fours hundred fa 1 fe prophets,in their 

r.samvzo.jj’jj. tying flattery to pleafe the two Kings ·. Jonathan3 in not joy- 
ning with his father Saul, for the prevention and confulion 
of David. Had a fenfuall worldling beene in Jofepbi cafe, 
an unfanftified Minifter in Adicbaiabs, and ambitious Abfo- 
Ism in Jonathans, aflurcdly they had all yeelded ro the fe- 
veralltentacions. The confcience of an unregenerate man 
will marvellouily ftretch it felfe, and grant ouevery large di- 
fpenfations, efpecially whenany fpeciali glory,profitorplea- 
fureofiheworldisinpurfuitandpofllbilitie. Irwas fo in all 
ages» and at this day many a good man, many times, of great 
fpirit, worth, and underftanding, fits obfcurelyjn a very 
lowroome,and is kept under in meane eftateby the worlds 
oppreflions, becaufe hee darenot difpleafe God, or enlarge 
his conference proportionably to the vaft gulfe of the times 
corruptions. This is the very true reafon why. folly is fet in 

. fogreat excellency, and finceritie feated inthe low place: 
why fo many fervants are on horfe-backe, and fo many 
Princes walkingas fervants on the ground. Sich thereforethe 
Chriftian is happily reftrained by the checks and tendernefle 
of a good confcience, from all unwarrantable meanes, and 
unconfcionable couries of getting; though his bowells bee 
moft compaftionate, hisheart heated with true charitie, and 
his defires enlarged to doe good unto all, and all the good he 
can; yet he is many times kept (hort, by reafon of his fho.it 

. pittance,from thofe outward reall expreflions, and effe&s .of 
charitie,
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charitie, to which his cender-hearred zealous affeition is in- z 
wardly, truely inflamed ; and from thofe more bountifull cf- 
fulions and liberalities, which rich worldlings may, out of 
the tythe, nay, the thoufandch part of their ill-gotten goods, 
plentifully perform?.

3. Thirdly, Chriftians know themfelves bound in con­
fcience to a careful! proviiion for their Families 5 to dili­
gence, and faithfulneile in their call ings; from all unnccefla- 
rie expences, and the prodigalleffuiions of good-fellowihip, 
from ambitious affeftion of applaufe, and vaine-glory}Jby 
Phariiaicall oftentations: and therefore to the greedy ofyfer- 
vation of carnall eyes, and undifeerning fpirits of unrege­
neration, which want no malice to roiftake, or cunning 
to apprehend any (hadow or (hew of any feeming advan- 
tagefor thedifgraceof good men ; they feeroe, and aremif- 
ceniured to hold upon the world, to feede upon earthly- 
mindednefle, nor to be fo open-hearted, good-natur’d,and 
charitably affefted, as other good-fcllowes, as they call them, 
which make no inch profeihon of purity, and precifeneffe. 
And this miiconceit of Gods children is made more pafla- 
ble, by the prophane plaufibleneflc of vaine-glorious world­
lings. It isiboner, and more eafily enter rained ; becaufe un- 
confcionablemen take any. compendious courfe of growing 
rich; which their covetous humour fugge As unto them; and 
by allowance and exercife of unlawful! meanes of getting, 
bring in many times great floie of wealth with much eafe; 
and therefore neede not toyle fo in their trades,and follow the 
bufinefles of their proper callings with fueb attentionand ex- 
aftneftc. And rfatany time they reiblve to be more boun­
tifull and liberal!, they commonly make choyfe of thofe 
times,places,perlons,and other circumflances, whereby (as 
they thinke ) their good natures may be moil noted,and their 
names grow greateft for extraordmarie Itindneffe and good- 
iellowihip.

4, TheChriftian doth encline, and enlarge the bowels of 
his fpeciall compaifidn towards the neceilitjes of the Saints/ 
andconveyes the nobleft iiTues, and effeits of his inflamed

• charjtie5 ,
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charicie, into the bofome of Gods childe· And indeede hee 
is fo preft'bythe Commandement; Ooe good unto all men, 
but efiecially unto them who are of the borejhold of Faith. And 
there was never more neede : For howfoever worldlings may 
be bonntifull one to another, and exercife manymutuall of­
fices of kindnefle and carnail love amongft themfelves; yet 
for the moft parr,they are very uncompaftionate, ftraire-kced 
and hard-hearted toward diftrefled Cbriftians. Nay, ordi- 
natily,they are rather ready to combine and contribute their 
malices, policies and purfes, to throw themdowne lower in­
to obtward want and mifery; then to put to their helping 
hands for their recovery, comfort, and enlargement; though 
it were in their fufferings for Gods caufe, and teflimony of 
a good confcience. So that, as Cbriftians diftreffes are rhe 
principall objeft ofthe Chriftians companion and bountie: 
So worldlings arc onely heartily kinde and open-hearted to 
the men ofthe World. Now,that you may rightly undcr- 
ftandthe point, you muft conceive, that the good deedesand 
commendable parrs ofanamregenerate man, are ever carried 
more boifteroufly and with greater noife, are ever entertained 
of the World with a farre more generall applaufeand notice, 

_ , then the godly actions and divine Graces of Gods children,I i J J J T ■ » · t * r · I I »1 he World wales with men in this cafe,latth a worthy Divine, 
a it deales with Witches and Phyfitians·, the Witch though fee 
fade in twenty things, yet if fhc doe fome one thing aright, though 
it be but fmall, the world loveth, and commendeth her fir a 
good and wifi woman. But the Phyfitian, if he worke fixe bun­
ched cures; yet if, through the waywardnefie of his Patient, or 
for the punifhment of his Patients finne, hee failes but in one, that 
one faik doth more tunic to his difiredit, then his manifold, 
goodly and notable cures doe get bimpraifi. In this manner, faith 
he, doth the world deala with men ; If a worldly man haz e but a 
0Mrpar^ iff offirength, of fieeech, or of com eline fie, hee fhall be 

tieri»ttinrxnJer greatly praifid, and counted a goodly man, though be bean Ido- 
"'/aij ^ter, or ^prophane perfin ■ and though hefwimandfiow over iu 

all manner of vices ; But kt the childe of God be truely zealous in 
ioc infirm- ^Hgigg· [tt bjm pe honefi and holy in, converfation, yet
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if there be but me infirmitie in him, or if hee have throuefe weake^ 
neffi fallen into fane one finne, that one infirmity againft which hee 
firiveth, or th Al one finne,for which be if grieved, fhall arowne all the 
Graces of God in him, be they never fo great, and the World will 
account bim a mofi wicked man. It is juft io in this particular: 
A prophane man many times by fome one fpeciali mirkeable 
flftofbountie and contribution^ oriorComs few feafonable 
oftentations of good fellowihip, and kinde nature, gets 
the Rare and precedency in opinion and reputation in the 
World, from many, a gracious Chriftian; wnobeares in his 
bofome a conflatit habittull· tender-heartedneffe to ail true 
neceffities, and as occafion (hall exaft, opens his heart, his 

' hands, and his houfe moft joyfully and compadipnatelyj co 
reffeth and comfort the needie exigents of any true hearted 
Natbaneel. And the Worldling doth the rather and more eafily 
earrie it, becaufe inthe difperfing of his dolesand largefles, 
he many times makes choyfe of inch tale-bearing Trumpet- 
ters,who knowing his Pharifaicall humour, are likelicftto 
blaze his bounty moft abroad in the World 5 whereas the 
Chriftian fingles otic fpecially for fuch purpofesthediftrefled 
Saints,from whom.hee expe&s no morebut a fecret and filenc 
Hefting ofGod in their hearts, for his goodnefle conveyed 
unto them by fuch an Inftrument.

Thus I have difeovered unto you a myfterie of Sarans ma­
lice, and the cunning defpitefnlnefre ofprophane men, who 
labour many times out of pure malice, and wilfull miftaking*, 
to faften upon Gods children, imputations of worldlinefle, 
bard-hearredneffe, cruell dealing, and fuch like.

The occafions, as I have largely told-you, .are fuch as* 
thefe.

Vpon the Worldlings part:
1. His hearty defire to difgrace Chriftians, whom, fith 

by the Grace of God, hee findes free from open grofle finnes, 
prefently growes to fuch fpeeches as thefe: Why,buc are 
not inch and filch given to the world, aswellasother men? 
«c.

a.· Hee dare enlarge his confcience tocouries ofunlawfull 
getting;
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getting ·, and therefore it is more eafie for him to open his 
hand now and then to fome boyfterous flourishes of liberal- 
mindednefle,efpeciallyfith thereby he hopes to repairehis 
reputation for his other indireftions.

3. Heis commonly Pharifaicall in an ambitious exercife, 
and more publike a&ing of his deedcs ofcharitie; and there­
fore whatfoe ver hee doth that way, is for the moft part car­
ried abroad with fpeciall and remarks able noyie and no­
tice.

4. Hee would gladly ftill the crying of his guilty confid­
ence, and feeme to himfelfe to redeeme the finnes of his foule, 
by a more bountifull disburfement of outward things.

Vpon the Chriftianspart:
.1 . Hee ismoft fubjeft co wrongs and weakenings in his 

outward ftatejbothby the violent encroachments of profeft 
oppofires,and covetous infinuations of falfe friends.

2. Heedarenot for any gold, or good, undertake any un^ 
warrantableandicandalous courie of gaining.

3. Heefindes; himfelfe bound inconfcience, to faithful! 
diligence in his Calling, and Chriftian ,ρΓονϊίΐοη for his Fa­
mily. ■ ·

4. Hee fpends the beft and moft of his bounty and charitie 
upon the houfhold of Faith. ,

But in this point, as I iaidfbefore, I .apologize for none 
but thofe whom their owne confidences, and the mercifull 
Tribunall of God doeacquite. Let Chriftians looke unto it; 
the World is very watchfull, and greedy with great curiofi- 
tic and cunning, to apprehend the leaft. fhadow of any oc- 
cafions,forthe blafpheming of the .wayes of God, and the 
difgracingofhis children. And therefore ever andanoneyou 
(hall heare the fpiritofprophanenefle crying our, andcom- 
playning : You fee thefe fellowes which make fuch ftiew of 
forwardnefle and .puritie, what they are; none fo covetous; 
nonefo uncharitable 5 none fb unmerciful!, and cruel! in their 
dealings as they; none id hard-hearted to the poore, &c, 
Now although fuch bitter fpeeches as thefe, are often the 
mecre evaporations of pure malice, and flow from no other 

ground 
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ground in the world, but onely from the gall of gracelefle 
men: yet let all thofe that truely fare God, take htede how 
they give juft occaiion thereunto. Affuredly it were farre 
better for him, whofoever hee be, that a millftone were han- 
gedabotit bis necke,and he were drowned in the depth of the 
Sea; than that by the continuance of his cruell and unconfci- 
onable dealings in the world, he ihould minifter juft occaiion 
to any rayling Rabfakeb, to revile the fervants of the Li­
ving God, or toflander that holy Profeffion. Methinkes, 
this onepreiervative ihould be powerfully enough,· to keepe 
the heart of every Chriftian from doting upon the world, or 
Coffering it to be poffeffed thereof. It is this : Every Chrifti­
an by a fruicfull faith, may be allured of aCrowne of Life, 
either by afiuranceofadherence, or evidence; or both. Now 
if but once a day hee ihould take a ferions furvay ofthe glo­
ry, everlaffingnefle, andunutterable excellencies of that fm- 
mortall Crowne; methinkes it were able fo to dull rhe edge, 
anddifiblve the droifineffe of all earthly defires; that they 
ihould never more be able to heate,or harden his heart with 
immoderate or delightfull repofe upon the vexing vanities of 
any worldly thing. Ifay icagaine ;'Methinkes, ifaman doe 
but once a day caff the eye of his Faith upon that Crowneof 
life; which our deare redeemer holds for us in his hand,ready 
to fet upon our heads when wee fhall be diffolved from this 
vale of teares ; the goodly glory thereof ihould be able to diff· 
pell thefe miffs of fading vanities, and hurtfull fumes of ho­
nours, riches, andearchly pleafures; which this great dung­
hill of the World, heated by the fire of mens inordinate lufts, 
doth evaporate and interpole betwixt the fight of their foules, 
and the bliile of Heaven.

Worldiinefle, earrhlimindednefle, covetoufneffe, doth 
infinitely unbecome an heire of Heaven. Be fired then; a nd 
frighted from all inclinations and bent that way, by fuch com. - 
ftderations as thefe:

1. Itisa .moft bafe and dunghill diftemper, which eates 
up,not onely all Religion and honefty, manlineffe andrea- 
fon, naturall affection and diferetion 5 but even humanity al­

io
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loandfriendlinefle : So that a man had almoft as well con. 
verfe with a :Caniball for any ingenuous and confcionable 
dealing, as wit ha truely covetous catife.

2. Shall the immortall comprehenfivenefle of the divine 
and excellent Soule, which is able to perufe and pafle over 
Heaven and Earth in a moment 5 is capable of the myilery 
ofChriihandtheecerndl vifionof God; be unworthily con­
fined to a peece of ground, and heape of white and yellow 
clay? A vileimprifonmenc, and inexpiable wrong to fo.no- 
ble a Nature!

3. It is a devouring Gangrene,and infactable Wolfejwhich 
the more it hath, ever the more hungry it is. It is as fire 
which encreafeth by that nouriihmenc which is given unto it. 
The barren wombe3 the Harfeleeches daughter, che grave is 
nothing to this gulfe, and it holds the heart continually up­
on the racke of ielfe-vexation and carkingrfor three ravenous 
Vultures feize upon it iiicceflively, and gnaw in their turnes 
with incredible torment ;care, feare, griefe; in getting,kee­
ping, leaving.

4. All Gods blefled ones in all ages, embracing the pro- 
miles of life in the armes of their faith, willingly. confeUed 
themielves to be pilgrims and Grangers here upon earth, 
looking4fora Cicie in another Country, which hath fotmiCi· 
on, wbofe builder and maker it God. And good reafon, befides 
Religion, that they ihould grow, into iiichrefolutionsjfor 
all things here below are full of tranfitorinefle, mortality and 
.change ; Vanity of vanities, All is vanity but above, is conftaa- 
cie and eternitie of all excellencies, perfections and pleafures. 
Befides, that thou (halt have there a Body brighter than the 
Sunne, a Soule repleniihed wich unutterable delights, the 
glorious company of Chrift Icfus, Angells,Saincs, Chriftian 

, Friendes> the vdlionand fruition of God blefled for even 
whereincenfiftstheCrowne and Lifeof all celeftiall joyes; 
I fay, to (ay nothing of thefe, but even the (pace ofonefoote 
upon the pavement of the Empyrean Haven, is incompara­
bly more worth, tjhan the great Body of che whole Earth, 
wereic all turned into Gold,and befet withas manyunvalu· 

'able
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able Pcarles,asit is now with piles of Grafle.

5. Nature, faith a meerd Moralitt, feemeth in the firft 
birth of Gold, and wombe fram whence it proceeded!, after 
a fort to have prefaged the mifery of thofe that are in love 
with it.Forithath fo ordered the matter, that in thofe Coun­
tries where it groweth, there growes with it neither Grafle, 
nor Plant, nor any thing that is worth any thing : as giving 
us to underiland thereby, that in thofe mindes where the 
dcGreofthismetall growes, there cannot remaine fo much as 
afparkeoftrue honour and vertue.

6. God is not onely a Father, but alfo All-fufficient: 
Whyihouldeftthouthen feare want, that feared him? Hee ' 
provides every day for millions of Fowles; Will he then be 
wantingtoaManjtoaChriftian.to hisowne Child? Chrift 
himfelfe preHing reafons to this purpofe, tells us, that our 
heavenly Father cloathes the Lillies above Salammj Royalty, Maah.iuf.kc. 
andfeedes the Fowles of theaire, which neither low, nor 
reape, nor gather into harries. What a curfedvailethen of 
bale diftruft darkens thine hard heart, that thou ihouldeft 
either carke, or deale uncon icionably ?

7, One two houres fire will dilperfe, and confume the 
hoard of an hundred yeares heaping together. And where 
art thou then ? Thine heart then is feized upon at once, with 
unutterable anguiih, and the very horrourofHe!I,for the lofle 
ofchine Heaven upon Earth; and with cries of blood, and 
furies of confcience, for thy covetous, cruell, ufiirious,inju­
rious courfes for many yeares. Thus many a worldling (pins 
a faire thread toftrangle himfelfe both temporally and eter­
nally.

8. The Scmne is a. very glorious and contented creature; 
and yet it harbours no golden Minein its faire and refulgent 
Body. The biefled Angells are full of all felicities; and yet 
they have no Giver; they want no happineffe, and yet they 
want gold. Heaven, the chiefe and Royall Scare of Blefled- 
nefle,isemptieof thefe treafures, there grow no Minerails; 
the Veineof Giver and goldis not to be found there. The 
Sonne of God himfelfe, infinitely the moft happy creature, I

V fpeake
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fpeake in refpeft of his Humanitie, that ever iCTucd out ofthe 
hands of God, were there any ftich great matter, or excdkn-

MaKhJ.io. cie in riches, had never faid of himfelfe : The Foxes haze holet} 
and the Birds of the Aire have nefts : but the Sonne of Adan 
hath mt where to lay bit head. Could a bearing-mantle of 
cloth of gold, an empearled Cradle, delicious far^ every day, 
thoufandsayeere,make a man truely happy$ the right and 

luke a. 7. Royall Heire of all things, would never have chofen a Stable
for his Birth-chamber, a Manger for his Cradle, Barley-

Iohn^· bread for the entertainement of his Followers, a lefle fixed 
habitation for himfelfe, than thepooreft Bird,&c.

9. The Sunneand Moone are farre more glittering and 
glorious, than the burnilht gold of Ophyr: and the pooreft 
man hath aslargeaproipeft and parr in them, as the vafled 
Inclofer, or moil griping Ufurer: but much more benefit 
by them, than the rich worldlings by their golden heapes. 
For hee is comfortably warmed,and refrefhed with the influ­
ence of their heat and light: but they, if the Devill did not 
hood-winke them, might lee every time they looke thereon, 
that ruft cleaving to their unrighteous Mammon, which 

Janus·?» hereafter fhall eate their fefh or it were fire.
ϊο. One Starre doth incomparably exceed in beauty and 

worth a golden earth : and if thou be truely Gods, and have 
Kmlia-z- thy foote already upon the Moone, as thou oughteft, thou, 

(halt heareafter tread everlailingly upon thouiands of them, 
Diidainethen in the meane time, to let thy heavenly Spirit 
dote upon thofe baier hoards of (hining earth, which are 
making themfelves wings to flie away, as an Eagle toward 
Heaven: for riches are like tranfitory ftreames, which poll­
ing by the fide ofa Cittie, no man can Hay. Were knot a 
denfeleile and braineleffc endeavour and expeftation-fora 
Towne co hope and aHay to keepe with them thehaftycur- 
rentofamighty R.iver,whichnoneof an hundred Townes 
before could hold ? And doefl thou expeft any conflancy of 
abode with thee of that thicke clay, which hath palled tho- 

as, φιζ per cot row fo many hands before ? Neither is it fomuch tbine, as 
ZaX^'nun> tbe Worlds, A Dogfollowes two men: it is not knowncto 

whom. 
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whom hee belong!, unci!! they be parted. Vponthearrefl of 
death,thy wealth leaves thee everlallingly, and cleaves unto

• the Word ; and therefore it was worldly wealth.
II. Moderation and confcionablencfle in getting, may. 

by the mercy of God, draw from his bountiful! hand,a more 
fpeciall extraordinary gracious providence and bleffiog up­
on pofterity: whereas contrary carriage may bring an heavy 
curfe. The Prophet, who was husband to her who came 
crying to Elifba for comfort, 2 King.4.1. did feare God, 
faith the Text. Whereby he was happily reftrained from all 
wicked wayes of gaining andgrowinginto weakh.Durfthe Co]fi„tml)s er 
have enlarged his confcience proportionably co the corrup- feao paginate, 
tions of thefe times,and (hifted his Sailes according to the 
ting of every winde, aspillow-fowers under mens elbowes, «&fana reiiji. 
and preachers of fmootb things arewoont; I fee no reafon, 
but he might have bene advanced to Jezabels table, as well cuimm iczabeli». 
asthefoure hundred flattering falfe temporizing prophets; a 
andbyferving the time alfo, have rifen, and enricht both w» « non de - 
himfelfe and his. But this honefl: man would rather die 
debt, leave his wife and children in extreme poverty, and ex­
po ie histwo fbnnesas bondmen to theCreditour; than to 
put his hand to any manner of iniquitie in getting,or to raife 
an outward rotten eftate, upon the ruincs and bloody defola- 
tions of mens precious foules. And what followes? Rather 
than the wife and children of fitch a man fhall want, God 
will have the Prophet doe a Miracle for their fupply and com­
fort, as appeares in the Story. But now on the other fide, 
Gebazi in the very following Chapter, 2 King. 5. will needs 
by Bribing, make himfelfe and his children for ever. And 
what is the ifTue? He puls thereby an horrible curfe both 
upon himfelfe and his poftericie: The Leprofie therefore of 
Naaman fhall cleave unto thee, and unto thy feeds for ever.
Verfi 27. Thouhaddeft better then, leave a wallet to thy 
childe, to goe from doore to doore 5 thana curfed hoard of 
ill-gotten goods.

12. But above all, to curbe thine heart from covetouf· 
neflc, meditate much upon filch places as chefe: A4attb.6a^.

V 2 to
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to rhe end, Pbil. q.6. iTitn 
I Pet.·). 7.

V I. Laftly, concerning a right and comfortable mana­
ging of our fpirituali eifate, a point of deepcftconfideration, 
and higheft confcquence; take notice of two extremes, two 
dangerous Rockes, upon which the foule may run,and fplic 
it felfe fpiritually.

I. The one is aprond over-pryzing of our owne graces, 
with a conceited over-weening felfe-admiration.

alftadu#o«t« 2. The a other, a dejefted, diflruftfull undervaluing of 
dunr anima!, ant Gods mercies,the proHiiies of life, and thofe graces which we 

rp«.UC" poffeffe in truth and holy defire; though not in that degree 
•^i^ft.iniean, we defire.

j Before I can feafonably and preparedly fall upon the 
firft, to inilruit punctually, and arms the Chriftian againft it, 
with whom I principally deale in this whole difcourfe: give 
me leave to difeover a myftery of fpirituali Selfe-deceit; by 
which Satan fits prefumpmoufly in the darkened mindes,and 
deluded imaginations ofthofe, whom with his cunning and ’ 
malice he JhoodrWinkes, and hardens to their endlefle confu- 
fion.

Many thoufandseven under the meanes, and in thisgta - 
rious mid-day,of the Gofpell, are groundlefly conceited, that 
they are rights whenas in truth and trial],they are rottenat 
the heart-roote; that they are fii re of Heaven, when they are 
as.yetmoftcertainelyof the family of Hell. Neither is this 
anyftrange thing: fo deluded were the fiolijb rtrgins,Mat. 
25.1 t.l2.and fo are all fuch outfide Chriftians: Tbofc, L/ify 
1^26, 2η. and fo are all, who ftand onely on the worke 
wrought,and'bare taske of religious duties,without the pow- 
er.ofinward holinefle: The young fnan in the Gofpell, Mat. 
3 9,20. with that generation, Prov.^o. 12, And fo are all fuch 
civil! Juflitiaries ‘.the poadPbarifee, Luk 18.11.12. who was 
ioconfidenc, that hee gave God thankes for his blefled condi­
tion; when he was but yet a curfed unjuftified wretch;and i 
io are all of bis formal! ftraine.· Ioh.%.39. who held 
themfelves to be Abrahams children 5 whereas Chrift tells - 

them,., 
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them, the Devill was their lather, Veric 44. And io are 
all thofe who build onely upon the outward priviledges of 
Chriftianitie,without perfonall apuritie: Paul in theftate of " t···
Phariiaifme; and fo are all thofe, who wandring out of the j&TVohVp'' 
path which is calledholy, fwell with a proud opinionative-
neffe and furious zeale, above the bankes of Gods blefled troths Prayer inti 
Booke,and bounds of all holy difcretion,and will np*ds foare 
aloft with waxen wings of felfe-conceitednefle, and foperfici 
alnefle, toftrange and uncouth heights of excellent fancies, 
without havingeverlaid found foundation in true humiliati­
on for finne, and in felfe-deniall .· the Church ofLaodicea^Rrvel.
3.17. and all fuch lukewarm^ Profeflbrs. Hence wee have 1 
tafte, whac a world of people are wofully blindfolded by the 
Prince of this World 5 and through the infinuating impo- 
fture, andunexamineddelufionof fpirituall felfe-deceit, are 
put into a fooles paradife, of being already fafeandfecure 
for heaven ; whereas as yet they are meere firangers to the 
Mjfieriet ofGhriji, and the New creation; and fhall be cer­
tainely damned, if they fo continue; fir that which it highlj 
eficcmed amongfi men, it abomination in the fight of God, faith 
Chrift to the ielfe-juflify ing Pharifees, Luke 16. j 5.
, And yet fome ions of unregenerate men are here to be 
excepted from this generail deluge of felfe-delufion; who lye 
not lb groflely inwrapped in the juggling miffs ofthe devils 
Angelicail glory. Not that they are better then thofe delu­
ded Ones, or have any good afl'urance upon found undecei­
ving grounds of their fpirituall well-being (for foch an hum­
ble true perfwafion, is confined onely to true Converts) but it 
happens 6y accident, that by reafon either of the extreme 
villany of their lives, or defperate portions of their Antichri- 
flian doftrine,they fee cleere reafons (land like an armed man 
in their convinced confidences·,that if they continue in their 
forlorhe courles, they cannot poifibly be faved; or faine rea- 
fons,andcoine diftinftions upon purpofe to exclude all from -· ■· 
any infallible certainty of falvation. They are fuch as thefe:

1. Grofle hypocrites, who deceive others, but not thek 
owne hearts, as Ind*.

V 3 2. ThoS
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2. Thofe notorious Ones;who in their cold blood will not 
fticketocoRfeffe, thatthey are yet quite wrong, and utterly 
wide from the way that is called Holy ; and will fometimes 
feta time when they purpofe to caft off for ever,andcaftiiere 
their fenfuall couifes,and daggering company, and beginft 
Jengthto looke towards Heaven, and learne the Art of laving 
ihcisfoules, and in the meane time they make a conmant 
Eeatb, and are at an agreement with Hell, Efay 28.b5;

3. Ocher fonnes of Belial·, whole hearts by their obftinate 
wallowing in theworkes of darkeheOe, hardening their fore­
head s by· their impudent villanies a gain ft the face of heaven; 
snd with their owne ibule-murthering hands, and horrible 
crueltie prefling an hot iron upon their conferences, are

s m Rod»,i j 3 growne at length into fuch a prodigious Rocke 5 that though 
they know themfelves to be poafting towards the pit of Hell,. 
yet they are fenfelefle, and fearelefleof that fiery dungeon.

4. Thofe, who being convinced of the truth, andgood- 
nefle of the Gofpell, and approving intheir judgement and 
conference, the power andpraftifeof it, as the onely way to 
everlaftingblifie; but then reflecting theircarnall eyesup; 
on the furious entifings of their darling finnes, and by the 
touchfioneof fenfe comparing the pleafnres ofthefe, which * 
they prefencly grafpe, with the fpirituall ftriihieffe, andpro- 
mifed joyes ofthe other, ftand infinitely unrelolved, and(de- 
fperately obftinate,by no meanes, upon no termes to leave the - 
prefent fenfuall joyes oftheir earthly paradife : but rather 
chafe'evenJin their cold blood, to turne their backes upon ■ 
God blefled for ever, his Holy tenth, fer vice, fervants,and all 
the glory in the World to come. Ad then by good cohfe- 
■quence, having thus fubfcribed and fealedby an irrevocable 
tefblution, and Avorne vafl'alage to be Satans for ever, and 
^or,ever on ^e> receive into their heartsanin- 

^Pr^«r idem Ward certificate, that they are utterly forlaken of God, and 
fa chriftunneflL· {frail be certaindy damned. Whereupon ihey turne even 
■oniumcnuttu J k
accjpimt. in ani- . ,
Wiistnisfaacaleniifiliatienis&aiernavita : fleeosqmoccupati roti a Satina,'CWfluin eogni<nm । 
aoaegant, produnt,rejiciunt ex animo. teftimonium intuj accipcrc a ipit>mD»bol>>4c aAumiii .·

yogng.
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young devilb; (they ihall hive their perfection in hell) boyle 
inwardly with much malicious blafphemous rage againft 
God,whom they have renounced ;perfecute with implacable 
fpice, the blefled Gofpel and glorious wayes of Chrift, 
which they have fodefperatelyrejc&ed; and gnafh the teeth, 
like fo many already hellifh Fiend?, againft all thofe happy 
Ones, whom they fee walke with conftancieand comfort in 
that holy way, to innumerable joyes 5 which they with cer- 
taine knowledge of their hearts,and againft the cleere light of 
their confcience, have wretchedly abandoned for ever :and fo 
finne againft the holy Ghoft.

5. The Papifts alfo, as upon the unblefled grounds of 
their Antichriftiando&riwe, cannot poffibly build any true 
perfwafion of being in Gods favour; fb they are bound 
out by tenour of their heretical! Tcnent, from thinking 
ic lawfull to entertaine any unwavering certainety that 
way.

6. Nay further,fome out of a Pharifaicall pretence of hu- 
rtiilitieandmodcfty ;but in truth, from the fecret fuggeftion. 
of a guiky confcience, which minifters unto them more than' 
matter enough of true and j'uft do ubting^are notable wrang­
lers for Papifticall doubting.

Tbusyoufee, fbme there are alfo, who doe not afliire 
themfelves of future happinefle, either upon true or falfe. 
grounds. Yetlamperfwaded the greateft part of thofe who 
live within the found of the Gofpell, are ordinarily confi­
dent withoutcaufe, and fecure oftheir falvation;when asin 
truth and trial! they have no furer intereft or better claime to 
the kingdomeof heaven, then the foolifh Virgins, and the 
reft of that deluded ranke, which I mentioned a little be­
fore. Let a Minifter of fbme great Congregation, wherein 
there are very few Profeflbrs, which is no hard thing to finde, 
andwheretheteisno profeffioh, efpecially the Gofpell be­
ing peaceably preached, there can ordinarily be no power of 
Chriftianity; (hewes there may be, indeed without fubftance; 
but not the power of godlinefle, without vifible appearance; 
asappearesinthe Preparatives: I fay,Jet himintenogatc,and
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askc the reit of his people one after another, be they hun- 
dreths or thou lands, what conceits they hold of rhemfelves 
fo» the world to come ? what they thinke will become of 
them after this life? what their preterit judgement is oftheic 
fpirituall eftatc ? Andi thinke he ihall fcarce meet with any, 
who will not in fome kindeor other difeoverfome ground- 
leffe confidence of bis wellbeing that way. Their aniwer 

j.fHUtt1, Ph»· ordinarily would be to this purpofe: We thanks God, wee have
*8,1 *’<» goadpit/? to Godwards: Wee have bekeved in Chrifi, ever, 

fence we my remember: Wee hope God will be mercifully though 
wee be not Scripture-men, nor fa forward as others, or fitch fol· 
lowers of Sermons, &c. yet wee looks to be Javed as well as the 
be f of them all, &c. Vpon the patter, and in ftmme; Wee 
doubt not bitt wee fall goe to heaven. And if their Miaifler 
fliould reply: But I pray you tell mee, you that are fo confi·. 
dent, Doe you beleeve,and repent, and make conscience of 
aH’your wayes, &c? Yes, would they fty,with all our heard, 
elfe it were pittie we fhould live, When as, God knowes, it 
is neither fo nor fo ; their poore frozen flinty hearts, never 
yet melted before the Miniftery of the Word; were never, 
truely touched with remorfe for their innumerable finnes; 
never warmed with any laving worke of the holy Ghollj 
but ever thus farre, meere firangers totbemyfteryofChrift. 
(Thofe that are true of heart, are not wont toconteftfor 
Ihe integritie, but ever to complains of rhe naughtineffe and 

Bae<Kce,neqD;,untowardnefIeof their hearts.) And therefore if they be- 
sedefiam propter come notnew men in the meane time, the vaile of their felfe- 

delufion and vaine confidence, will moftcertainely at laftbe. 
Quoteffe purity frighted and fired from their blinde mindes, with that ter- 

rible and dreadful! doorne ; Depart from mee, I fyowym not.· 
fefiam qmde-n Chryfoflome in one of his Homilies, to his people of Antioch, 
ftmfdkaiita05 ^aching them not to truft in multitude, .fpeakes thus unto- 
nen ·. Non pof- them: Hormnany, due you thinly, are there in our. citie, which bi 
ix^ccnni ”inve- theflale offalvation? It will vexe ,which I am about to.fptah, 
nhimii fit venturer J frillfreake it: There cannot amongf fomany thoufands, on

Mulum hundred be found, which are in that fate: Nay, and I doubt 
^rruifiHtm.^o.whether all thofe,. Now .had this good Father.at the fame- 
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time demanded of thofe many rhoufands bcfides, what they 
conceived of themfelves for falvacion : doe you not thinke 
lice would hive found them all well conceited of themfelves? 
Would nor they with much bitrernefle and heate, have exa­
gitated his cenfure, as too peremptory and unmerciful!, and 
bee ne ready to retort: Howfoever you doe upon the Dife 
ciples you draw after you, and onely reprove and applaud 
the Joanitu: (for fo they were called, becaufe his name was 
John ) yet we hope to doe as well as they, and come to hea-1 
ven afloonc as the precifeft of thofe you have in lb high 
efteeme.

Here then letme a little illighten and open in a word, as- 
Ipromifed, theMyftery ofthis fpirituali Selfe-deceit.

For which purpofe know, that Satan firft difeovers in our 
corrupt nature and crooked difpofirions, a very pregnane 
ground, whereupon to praftife this notable impofture, I 
meanetheoriginall poy fon of natural! prefumpt ion, where­
by wee are all apt to be fearelefle and fenfeleffe of our pre­
fent fpiriruall mifery - and hand over-head to catch at any 
vaine (hadow of counterfeit confidence for our future wel­
fare: Secondly, hee obferves in the parcie he intends to de­
lude the moft plaufible matter and felfe-pleaimg appre- 
henfions, which-may make the ficteft medium to mifinferre 
a falfe conclufion for his fpirituali fafetie: Laftly, byfome- 
flafhesof hisperfonated Angelicall light; he fets upon ic the 
glimmering flourifh of a prefumptuous impreffion, and fo 
feales up the deceived foule, with the fpirit of flumber and- 
groundlcfle feenritie.

Now the info Aiden t matter, rotten grounds^ falfe medi- 
nmf,as we call them in the Schoolcs, which Satan by hisio- 
phiftry doth cunningly and cruelly abufe, to caft many 
thoufands into a pleafing golden dreams of imaginary fpi- 
ritnallfafetie,and Selfe-deceit; and.intoa fooles Paradife 
ofa foule-cozemng conclufion; are filch as thefe: ■

I. Meafiiring a mans felfe by himfelfe : himfelfe per­
haps formerly, grofly ignorant, and notorioufly lewd : by 
himielfe how growne civilLand fomewhat illuminated with 
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divine knowledge: but yet neither holy, nor ever truely 
humbled.

2. Comparing himfelfe with: others, who are Satans out- 
ragious revellers, in refpeil: of his morall moderation, and 
fomethingmore civil! carriage.

3. Arguing Gods fpeciall love and faving favour» from 
his outward profperous (lace, and bleffings in temporall 
things. So the fatting Oxe might thinke with himfelfe, I 
ihall furely live; becaufe I feedc in this greene rich Pa-· 
fture.

4 Concluding from crofles, that hee is a firnc, and not 
ab-iftard·, that he hath his punifhment here, as they fay, 8cc. 
whereas they are but the juft effects of Gods fecret curie, 
blowing upon his counfels, dealingsand undertakings; for 
hiscovetoufnefle, unconicionab’enefle, hatred co be refor­
med; and except be truely turne in the meane time, will 
prove the very foretaftes, and pieces) as it were, of hellifli 
torments. .. : · ,. ·

5. Sometimes, nothing but felfe-Iove feryes. the devills 
turne, to locke up a carnail heart in this fccuricieand cailfe- 
leile confidence; efpecially in fome extremely ignorant peo­
ple ; who eafily beleeve that which they defire j and .have no 
other ground of their going co heaven, but becaufe, they 
would have it fo. -

6. Common conceits and corrupt Notions, compounded 
of grofle ignorance, and Popiih folly; that a mins good 
meanings, and.good doings, as they ignorantly fpeake; 
nay, and as fome have faid, his day-labour willhelpe himto 
heaven,and ferve his turne for falvation. And ifany of thefe 
fottifh cavillers be queftioned, & challenged for the unfound- 
nefl'e of his fpirituall ftate; he will be ready, with abfiird rude- 
nefle and irkefome clamour, to breake out into fuch braggesas 
thefe; What tell you mee of thefe high points, or trouble 
meewith this new learning? I was never asked thus much 
before in all my life,and yet the time is to comethat ever our 
Parfcm threatned to keepeme from the Communion: Idoe 
no min wrong: I pay every man his owne: lamneither 
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thicfe, nor drunkard, nor whoremaftcr; I live peaceably a- 
mongfl my neighbours, &c. I know as much as the Prea­
cher can tell mee, though hee preach out his heart: That I 
muftlove God above all,and my neighbour as my felfe; and 
that I hopeldoe,&c. whereaspoore blinded foule Iheeis as 
full of foolilh pride, ignorance, prophanenefle, and impe- 
nitencie, as the skin will hold, and is fmoothly carried hood- 
winkt by the devill to hell, without all noyfe, or any contra- 
di&ion.

7. The worke of Gods reflraining Spirit: Which fome- 
times by its power and terrour, keepes in, and confines a 
mans inward corruption, that it breakes not out into fucho- 
pen outrages and outward villanies, as in fome other wicked 
Ones: And that for the good and quiet of his owne people, 
or fbme other fecret end feene,and teeming good to his hea­
venly Highnefle. Now this reftrainc, by the ddufion of the 
devilljsnddeceitofamans owne heart, may be apprehended 
asa great conqueft over corruprion,andfo a converlion thence : 
vainely concluded.

8. Education in a religious family, thus: Somein fuch a 
place being onely outwardly warmed with the heate of ho­
ly exercifes about them; and by -cuftome, and for company, 
growne conformable to religious duties with fbme content­
ment {depart thence with a vaineglorious conceit and un­
found perfwafion, that they are alfo ofthe right fhmpe, be­
caufe they werefo long amongft fpirituali tooles; and at the 
fire, which might indeed have truely melted their yet too 
frozen and flinty hearts. Put a Sow into a greene medow, 
and ihee will keepe her felfe as faire as the Shcepe: but let 
herbreakeout,and ihee will wallowagaine in the mire as fil­
thily as before :fo it is with too many fuch.

9. Much knowledge, and noble defence of that blefled 
Orthotloxe Truth which wee profefle, without akindely fa- - 
ving impreflion of goodnefle and grace in the heart. Many 
great men and great Scholars, more is the pittie, are ent· 
poyfbned with this conceit; they are felfe-concelted, that 
if they bcaealous Patrons, and proreftours of trueReligi- - 
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on they are fafc enough for falvation 5 though alas ’ they ba 
meere ftrangers, nay, too many times oppofites to the power 
and pra&ife thereof!

io, The benefit of a better nature, and a conflitution not 
fo precipitant and prone to fome corruptions. For inftance: 
A man hereby may fee others lye remornefly inthe moil a­
bominable beaftly finne of drunkenneife; when· his heart ri- 
fethagainft fuch fwiniflifilth: others tranfported with furi­
ous and fiery paflions, when as his milder temper knowes no 
fuch rage; others hunting after high roomes, with the haz· 
zard of their foules, andeertaine (hipwracke of a good con· 
icicnce; when as his folicary difpolition affefts retiredndfe 
and home. Thus when it is many times the infirmity, impo- 
tencie,or deformitie of nature,or at beft,but the naturall mo­
deration of a better complexion, that diPinclines and dif­
ableshim from cheating offome grofier evills;hee fondly 
conceives that it is the power and foveiaignpqq of grace, 
■which makes the difference betwixt himfelfe and other fens 
of Belial, who by natures impetuoufneffe, are more prone 
and provoked thereunto.

ii. The heardeile effects of flavifh feare, which fomc- 
times will curbe fome kinde of men, from committing fame 
notorious finnes, and fpurre them, forward to the-outward 
performance of fome holy duties; yet they, not marking the 
motives, manner,or end ;nor raking to hearcatall, thegrofle 
exorbitancy of any of them, but onely eying the vtorke 
wrought; may caufiefly be too :well conceited of them­

. Pelves,, andfo cozemtheir owne foules.' But let no true­
hearted Nathaniel here miilake: I know fome of Gods dea­
reft Children who make confcience ofall finne, and to pleafe 
Godin all things, yet in darkened of their melancholy, et 

. heate of temptation, may feare all is naught with them; be- 

.caufe they feare they doe all for flaviih feare. But their feares, 
jcaloufies, hearty complaints, and holy defires to the con­
trary, may minifter comfort enough, if they willbecouafel- 
led, untill they cbme out of temptation.

12, Even the blefled Word of Gods miiiindtrftood,· and 
wretchedly
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wretchedly abufed to rhe devils advantage, and damnation 
of mens foules. For inftance: Some focke poy fon out of that 
heavenly flower, Rom. 10. i;. Who fever fbdl call feon the 
Name of the Lord fhall be faved: collefting and concluding 
thence, that if they can fay, Lord, Lord, though they be 
meere flrangers to the life of Grace; yet they fhall live for 
ever. Buc fuch ihould know, that every one who in that 
favingfenfocallethupon the Name of the Lord; mnfl depart 
fem iniquitie, 2 "tim. 2. 19. and muft favingly beleeve, 
Rom. 10. 1^. Now fuch a fruitfull faith ever purifies the 
heart, ABs 15.9. and is inieparably attended with a glori­
ous traine of heavenly graces, vertHe, knowledge, temperance, 
patience, godlinefe, brotherly kindnejfe charity, 2 Peter 1, 5. 
6.7. I have heard with mine owne eares, that place, Rom, 
32>i. fotciihly perverted, to the maintenance oflukewarme- 
nefle, coldnefle in Religion, and good-fellowfhip: When 
puritie in heart, holinefle of li fe, miiverfall obedience, and 
ocher requifites to falvation have beenepreiled;ithathheen 
replyed in good eameft: Iprayyou, why are you fo hot? ' 
what needes all this ? what needes fo much adoe, when a 
leifonable thing will ferve the turne ? Isicnot faid, which is 
your reafinable fervice ? Now I often wonder what fuch 
menas thefe meane, who are Proftors and pleaders for this 
Laodiceanrefervedmediocricie and politickemoderation in ■ 
matters of heaven > what worihip and fervice they would 
proportion outforthe All-powerfull God? doth any man of 
braine conceive, that the mighty dreadfull Lord, and fudge 
ofall the world, who offers unto us by the Miniftery, in the 
meane time, his owne deare Sonne, with all the rich purcha­
fes of his hearts blood 5 and will give us the full fruition of 
himfelfehereafter, with all the glory and endlefle felicities 
above, will be bob’d off (ifl may fofpeake) with an hearc- 
leffe'formall outwardnefle, with u cold rotten carkafle of re­
ligion? Iccannotbe: Heis a Spirit,and muft be worfbipped 
in Spirit and in truth. If men will reedcs harden themfelves in 
bicternefle and blalpbemies3againft the puritie and power of 
godlinefle; if they will ftill brow-beateand beare downe their
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brethren,for their zeale and fervencie in rhe affaires of God. 
let them teare thofe (acred leaves out of Gods blefled Bookc* 
chat fparkle out unto ns the holy fire of forwardnefle and 
heate; and prefle upon us punctually power, fpirit, and 
quickning in heavenly bufinefles, and the fervices of our 
moft bountifull and ever-bleft’ed God. See Luke i>'14. Rom, 
I2.it. Ephtfa.iy. Jl/fattb.'j.19,30. and u.,12, iCor.^,2^ 
1 Thef.^.22. Phil. 1.10.

13. A bare fpeculative oppofitioo, andverball contradi- 
ftion to the companions of the times and controverted cere­
monies. For I doubt there are fome,who (being fome of Gods 
deareft Children3both godly Minifters, and other Chriftians, 
onely out of a tendernefleof confcience, ftand unrefolvcda- 
bout thefe latter; are too well perfwaded of themfelves 
fpiritually, fora meere boy ftrous mafterlike partaking with 
them in that particular; when as they have no part at all in 
their holy graces and humble fan&ification.

14. An overheady furious zeale in will-worihip, fuper- 
ftitious formes, and felfe-conceited iervices; as in Paul,yet 
unconverted,and many ignorant Papifts, not ibexa&lyac- 
quainted with Antichriflian Schoole-points; in the purfuite 
offome religion sdiftempers and fpirituali exorbitancieSjbred 
onely in fome phantafticall braine, given over for horrible 
pride to ftrong delufion; yet tendered with many holy pre­
tences, and reprefontations of higheft perfe&ion ;nay fome- 
times ieconded wich ftrangc revelations and raptures, rhe 
meere piglings of thedevillsAngelkallgloryinmelancho- 
like,orotherwiie deluded imaginations: and fo Satan can 
put a Familifi or dnabaptijl even into a trance of imagi­
nary joy.

I 5. Serious meditation upon the quickning paflage of 
Chriftsholy Sermon,ofthe fewnefle of choie which (ball be 

Mitthj-n. faved, ihould properly and naturally keene our defires and 
endeavours ro a Angular conftint contention after an holy 
ftri&nefll··, forwardnefle, and fruitfulnefle in every good 
worke, and all the wayes of God; that wee might bee 
fare to bee in the number of thofe few : yet by accident 
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itrnayconfirmefomekinde of men notfo notorious,under 
the meanes, yet unconverted, in a falic perfwafionof their 
goodcftate to Godward, and that thus: Some there may 
be of larger capacity, and more underftanding, whoout of 
a contemplation of that great univerfall deluge ofTurcifme, 
Paganifme, Judaifme,and Infidelity, which at this day doth 
fearefully overflow the face of the Earth 5 icarce rhe fifth 
part whereof now profcfleth Chrift: andalfoout of a nee- 
rer confederation of theftateof Chriftendome, wherein Po­
pery, that foule finke and Hydra of all herefies; befides too 
many other exorbitant giddy deviations from the iobrietie 
and analogic of true Religion, and the path which is truly 
called holy, mightily prevaile, and damnably empoyfbn in­
numerable foule stand which is yet more, feeing io many a- 
mongft thofe whoprofefle Chrift truely, Imeane inrefpeft 
ofdoRnne, notorioufly lewd, and prophanely naught; fo 
many Atheifts, Drunkards, Scorners>Swearers, Worldlings,· 
&c. And then after this profpeft and Purvey abroad, re&ft- 
ing a patciall eye upon themfelves, and their owne wayes·. 
and finding themfelves in the bofome of the Church,and ci­
vil! men, thinke verily cut oftheir extreame blindnefle and 
fpirituall folly,that Heaven would be unfiirniffied, and unfik 
led, if they ihould be excluded 5 and that it were adifparage- 
ment to the mercies of God, to ranke and arraignc them a- 
mongft Turkes and Pagans at that laftgreac Dry. But ifto. 
their civil! honefty, they adde a formall profeffion; why, 
then they thinke, they have a great deale ofwrong, if fal- 
vation be denied chem:then already in conceit they knock and 
bounce, as it were, at the Gares of heaven for entrance, with 
great boldnefle and confidence like the foolifti Virgins, Mat. 
2^.11.300 tb^Maf.y.22. andwith the Pbarifee, give God. 
thankes for their good eftate to Himward. Alas,poore foules! 
Let no man deceive you with vaine words, neither delude 
your owne foules with idle fancies. To whomfocver the glo­
rious Gofpell of Chrift fhines favingly, and breathes fpiritu- 
alllife, they muft deny ungcdUneff'e and worldlyInftr5 hue fiber-

Tigbteanjly3 and gedlily in tbit prefent wir’d. Meere ci* 
vill .



306
Heb-t 2.<4> 

Revel j.ii·

lob8. <4- ip

Generali directions for a

villhonefty never brought any unto Heiven. And every luke- 
warmeProieffbr fhall certainely be fpued out of the month 
of Chrift.„

x6. Buc amongfi: all the union nd grounds, iniufficient 
matter and falfe mediums, upon which Satan, and the de- 
ceirfull heart labour to ereft their rotten buildings of vaine 
hopes in the credulous conceits of thofe, who are carried 
hoodwinkt towards Hell · all which iu the time of trial!, and 
under the tempeft of Gods vifiting wrathj will prove but a 
Spiders wd>. 'ihey kane upon their houje, but it fhall not 
fiand^they fhall bold it fafi, but it fhall not endure» I lay, a- 
mongft them all, there is not any that doth let on the coun­
terfeit fealeof this falfc perfwafion with more peremptory 
nefle and confidence, than a concurrence of thofe excel­
lencies, perfeftions, indowments incident to Temporaries^ 
attaineable in the flare of unregeneradon ; which I have 
touched in my Dijcourfe of true happineffe, and may be colicfted 
from fuch places as thefe, Λ/.ζίώ. 27.5,4. Markka. Ltikt 
E3.26.and 18.r 1.12. Matth.12. 53. and 25.1.8cc.
2 Pet.2. 20.22.

Now thefe and the like,are the unibund, feeming, and uo- 
ftfficient grounds whereupon the Devil! workes; and doth 
ealily by the aide of naturall prefomption, and his owne An­
gelical! flafhes,infmuate,andinferrehis foule-cozeningcon- 
clufions, and cunningly infufethepoyfon ofipirltuallfdfe- 
deceit thus, or in the like manner: (I will inftance onely 
inthelaftjheiswonc alfo proportionably from the reft, to 
conclude fuch groundlefle confidence,and Falie periwafions 
of a good eftate towards God.)

Whofoever doth with fome penitent remorfc tremble un­
der the revenging wrath of God for fin, and out of that hor­
ror confeffeth and maketh reftiturion : ( and yet fo did Itidn, 
Mat. 27.) Whofoever reverencech a godly Minifter, heares 
him gladly, and doth many things after his doftrine: (and yet 
fo did Herod^ark. 6.20.) Whofoever doth hold conform!-' 
tie inprofeflion with the beft, &c. (and yet fo did thefoolifh 
Virgins, Mat* 5.) Whofoever is an hearer ofthe Worded 
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that with quickaefle, and receives with joy: (and yet fo doth 
the ft ony ground, Mat th Λ j. 20.) whofoever is able todifi 
chime groiTc finnes, gives every man his due,fafteth, prayeth, 
and giveth almes: (and yet Co did the Phariiee, Luke 18.11. 
j2.Mattb.6.1.) Whofoever is ill i ght ned,taftes of the heavenly 
gift58tc. ( and yet fuch may afterward fall away irrecoverably, 
HA.6&C.') is fare enough to be laved at laft.

But I, may the deluded Pharafee,and formal! Profeftor fay, 
findeandfeeleaJl,ormoft,orroany of thefeinmy felfe:(for 
what any unregenerate man hath heretofore attained, it is not 
impoflible, but chat any now, or hereafter, may attains the 
lame.)

Therefore doth hee conclude falfely out of Satans Sophi- 
ftry,I am fife enough for falvation.

And in all this, Satan, lead hee ihould be wanting to his, 
laboursbyalying refemblance, to imitate the worke of the 
holy Ghoft, in the hearts ofthe faithful!. For chat which the 
Devill, putting on the glory ofan Angell of Jig hr*pu ts upon 
his followers in this kinde falfely and groundleflely · That 
the blefled Spirit performes to thole, who are true of heart 
truely, and upon good ground.

For it is not rhe univerfilicie, and cxcellencie of all natu­
ral!, civill, meerely moral!, policicke, and learned endow»- 
ments, and fbfficiencies: but above and befides all thefe, a 
fupernaturall, heavenly, and fpeciall worke ofthe Spirit, fia- 
itifying them all for Gods glorious fcrvice. It isnot a’bate 
taskeofholy duties, religio us exercifcs,prefence at the Ordi­
nances outwardly performed: but the foule, as it were, of 
faving grace, animating and informing them with fpirituall 
life, reverent heartinefle, and fruirfull improvement.lt is not 
the gliftering blaze of avifible forward profeflion of Reli­
gion : but the power of godlinefle, and fincere praftife of 
workes of juftice, mercy, and truth. It is not a generail parti­
cipation of the Spirit, the Spirit onely ofillumination,or lar- 
geft fpeculacive comprehenfions of facred knowledge; but an 
humble,fruirfull,experimental! skill,and dexterity in the my- 
ftery of Chrift^ and of walking humbly withour God 5 which
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doth ibundly comfort the heart of a man fpiritually wife, a­
bout aflurance of his happie ftate to God ward. And there­
fore a true Chriftian, when hee would refrefli his (pirics with 
the'fweetcontemplation ofhis fpirituali fafecy, and comfor­
table being in a gracious ftne, taufechhis fincereconfcience 
to anfwer in truth to fuch like interrogacoties,as thofe which 
I have proposed for triall in fuch a cafe, in my Difcourfe if 
true h^pintjfe, pag.85.8tc. Review the place,and ponder well 
upon them. He ordinarily hath recourfe unto, andrunsover 
in his minde with an humble ravilhing commemoration, the 
heavenly footfteps, and mighty workes of the holy Ghoft in 
hisconverfion; fpeciall watchfulnefle over his wayes^fincere- 
heartednefle, holy ftri&nefie, and finftified Angularities in his 
converfetion; which as they are peculiar to Gods people, fo 
are they myfteries andftrange things to the beft unregenerate 
man · and that thus, or in the like manner:

Blefled be God, faith he within himielfe, that ever icwas 
ib3 yet fo ic Was.· The holy Miniftery of the .Word fanftiSed, 
and guided particularly for thatpurpofe by che finger ofGod,. 
happily feizedupon me,while Ididyetabide inthearmesof 
darkenefle, and che Devils fhares, a moft· polluted, carnall, 
abominable wretch; and effe&ually exerciled its laving 
power upon my foule, both by the workings of the Law, .

Xtr.sj.s?. and ofthe Goipell. Icwas firft as an hammer to my heart,and 
brokeicin peeces. By a terrible cutting piercing power, ic 
Arooke a (halting and trembling into the very center of nay 
foule by this double effeft.

I. It firft opened thebookeofmy confcience, wherein I ' 
reade with a moft heavie heart, ready to fall afunder, even 
like drops of water,for horror of the fight; the execrable abo­
minations of my youth; the innumerable fwarmes oflewd t 
andlawlefle thoughts, that all my life long had ftained mine 
inward parts with ftrangepollutions; the continuall wicked 
walking of my tongue 5 the curled prophanation of Gods 
blefled Sabbaths, Sacraments, and all the meanes of lalvaci- - 
s>n lever medled with. In a word, all the hells, finkes, and 
Sodpms of lufts and finne, of vanities and villanies I had < 

remorlc". ·
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remorfekfly wallowed in ever fince I was borne, Hay, Iloo- ■
ked upon all thefe engraven by Gods angry hand upon the " 
face of my confcience,in bloody and burning lines. 2. Where­
upon ina fecond place, it opened upon mee the Armory of 
Gods flaming wrath, and fiery indignations 5 nay, and the 
very mouth of hell, ready to empty themfelves, and execute 
their utmoft upon mine amazed, and guilty foule.

In thefe reftlefle, and raging perplexities, whrewith my 
poore foule was extreamely fcorched, and parched with pe- 
nicenc paine 5 His wrath, who is a confining fire, wringing .. . 
my very heart-firings with unfpeakeable anguifh; lefitt cliff ' 
drift blefled forever,was lifted up unto me in the Gofpell, 
as an Antitype totheerefting of the brazen Serpent in the 
Wilderlefle. In whom dying and bleeding upon the Crofle, 
I beheld an infinite treafijrie of mercy and love; a boundlefle 
and bottomlcfle fea of tender-heartednefle, and pittie; a 
whole heaven of fweetnefle, peace and fpirituall pleafures» 
Whereupon there fprung up and was inkindled in my heart, 
anextreame thirft, ardent defires, vehement longings after 
that foveraigne faving blood, which alone could eafe my 
grieved foule, and turne my fouieft finnes into the wbireft 
fnow. So that in the cafe I then was, had I had in full tafte, 
and ioIe command, the pleaf tires, profits, joyes and glory 
of many world?, willingly would I have parted withthetu 
all: and had I had a thoufand lives, freely wonld I have 
laid them all downe 5 nay, with all my heart would I have 
beenecontenttohavelyen forafeafonin the very flames of 
Hell, to have had the prefent horrour of my confounded 
fpirit comforted from Heaven; and my fpirituall thirft al­
layed and a little cooled, but with one droppe of Chrifts 
precious blood5 the darkenefle, deflations of my wofull 
heart refrefht,and revived,but with the leaft glimpie of Gods 
favourable contenance. Theedge,and eagernefle of which 
inflamed affe&ions, made me caft about with infinite care 
how to compafie fo deare a comfort. Then catne into my 
minde {the holy Spirit being my mercifull Remembran­
cer ) thofe many melting compaflionate invitations, more

X 2 war-
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warming, and welcome ro my heavy heart, then many gol-i 
den worlds, more delicious than delight it felfe, Mat.y 1.28. 
Κ«ι\2ΐΛ lob.?. 55.1.and 57.15. 16. Ezeck^ 18.30, 
31.32.and 33· ii· So that at laft, Oh blefled worke of faith! 
ftaying my felfe,and reding my finking foule upon^e Rocl^ 
of eternitk, and the impregnable truth of thefe fweetefc pro- 
mifes,fealed with the blood ofthe Lordlefus, andasfureas 
God himfelfe, I threw my felfe into the mercifull and meri­
torious armes of my crucified Lord 5 with this refolution, 
and reply to all terrors and temptations to the contrary; that 
if I muftneedes becaftaway, they (hallteare, and rentme 
from the tender bowels of Godsdeareft companions,upon 
which I havecaftmy felfe: If they would have me to hell, 
they (hall pull and hale me from the bleeding wounds of my 
blefled Redeemer, to which my foule is fled. Whereupon 
I found and felt, (and I blefle God infinitely,and will through 
alleternitie, that ever it was fo,)conveied, andderived upon 
me from my blefled Jefus the wellfpringof immortalitie and 
life, a quickening influence of his mighty Spirit, and heaven·* 
ly vigour of faving grace, whereby I became a new man, 
quite changed, new created. By this vital! moving, and in­
cubation, as it were, ofthe Spirit of Chrift npon the face of 
my foule, all things became new: mine heart, affe&ions, 
thoughts, words, aftions,dclights,defires, fortowes/ociety, 

a ^c‘ thing/ pa fed away, behold, all things become nw·.
And I am fure my change is found, and faving ; for it is not 
I. Ameeremorall change from notorioufnefle, cocivilitie, 
and no further. 2. Nor a formall change onely, which addes 

TianTmcntitio. tomora]j honefty, outward .profefiion,· and outfideconfor­
mity to che or di nances, holy exercifes, moft duties of Reli­
gion; and no more. 3. Normeerely mentall. Imeaneitthus: 
(fori know, true repentance is called change of roinde,ina- 
nother fenfe.) When the undemanding onely is illightened 
with divine knowledge, guilded over, as it were with rhe 
dazeling fplendour of generall graces, not without fome fpe- 
culative fla(hesof fleeting joy, fwimming in the braine in­
deed but not rooted in the heart. 4. Noc temporary onely, 

fuch·.
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foch as chat, Matth. 12.43. 2 Pet.2.20.22. whenamandifo 
continue?, and furceafes ff.om the outward pra&ife, perhaps 
of all groife finnes for a time: out ofterrour; foddaine fright 
from fome Sonne ofthunder; orupontriall, whether by his 
owne ftrength, he be able to endure, and digeft a divorce 
from his darling pleafure; and the holy wayes of thole 
who walke towards heaven, without too much difconrent- 
ment · (for without top fore a crufh to his carnail heart, he 
could be content to looke after a crowneoflife, and I wire 
him not.} Or for fome other by-end.'But becaufe his heart 
was not honeft and good, neither did the Word take an 
humble roote in it, nor himfelfe refolvc upon a fincere, gene­
ral! andconftant felfe-deniall at firft, he falls againe upon 
his formall vomit, and againe wallowes in the inyreof bis 
fenfuall pleafures, with more rage and refolntion than before.
5. Nor, .partial!, where theremaybean outward reforma- 
tiqn in themoft things; but yet there is ftill retained a fecret 
refolvedreiervation of an impenitent, intire enjoyment of 
all the delights, and full fweernefie of the bofome finne: 
which is utterly incompatible, and cannot poifibly confift 
with a truely religious and regenerate ftate. I fay,my change 
(I onely, and infinitely magnifie, admire and adore the free 
grace and love of my moft holy, and ever blefled God for 
it} was npt onely morall, formall, mentall, temporary, or 
partial],in the fenfe I have faid: buc univer/all,both in refpeft 
ofthe fubjeft and objeft,as they (ay; without allreforvati- 
ons, exceptions, fenfuall diftinftions, Pharifaicall impofture, 
partialities, hypocrifies, felfe-delufions.For my teachers have 
told mee by the touch-ftone of his pure and holy truth: 
That every true change is of the whole man, from the 
whole fervice of Satan, to the living God, in fincere obe­
dience to his whole Law, in the whole courie of our lives. 
That itisdifcernable, and differenced from all parriall, in­
fo fficienr, hollow, halfe-converfions: By 1. Incegritie of 
change: I meane, in all parts and powers of fpirit,foule and 
body- in the underftanding, judgement, memory, confcii 
enceL: in the will, affeftions, defires, thoughts: inthceyes^
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eares, tongue, hands, feet: for even asthey were members of 
the body before imployed wholly for Satan and fenfualitie· 
fonow are they alio become inftruments of righteonihefle 
unto God. God begets no monfters3as they fay.: a cbilde 
new-borne hath all thepartsof aman, though not theper- 
feftion of his growth ; So a new-borne babe in Chrift is 
throughly, and univerfally changed; though not yetaper- 
fc& man in Chrift. 2, Sinceritie of change: as well in heart, 
andinwardparts,asinlifeandoutward carriage. 0 lerufakm, 
faith the Prophet, waft thine heart from rvic^ednejje, thattbm 
ms ft fl be Javed : bow long frail thy value thoughts lodge within 
thee / No externall priviledges of Religion, though never 
fo glorious; no exa&nefle of the worke wrought; no Pha- 
riiaicall formes of devotion; no outward behaviour, be it 
never io blameleffe; no coil or contributions in the fervice 
of God, will ferve rhe turne without finceritie of heart, 
Though a man frould coma before the Lord with thoufmeb of 
Rammes, or tonne thoujands of rivers of Oyle t frould bee give 
his firfl-bome fir his tranfgrejfion3 the fruit of hit body^ for * 
the finne of bis fink : Jhould bee be flow, all hie goods to feed the. 
boore^and give his body to be burned: were hee able to compre­
hend within his braine the whole Books of God, and with . 
the largencfle of his underilanding devoure all that holy 
fcnie: ihould he eate, and drinke up at the Lords Table,all · 
the fanftified Bread and Wine; were hee plungedoverhead 
and eares in the Water of Baptiiine : nay, if ic were poffible, 
wafhed outwardly from top to toe in the precious blood of’ 
Chrift; yet all this were more than all in vaine, and utterly 
unavailable, without uprightnefle of the heart, andpuri-- 
tie in the inward parts. 3. Spirituall growth. Vnregene- 
rare men at the beft, grow but in the generalities, flouriihes, 
devoutrepreientations, and temporary forwardnefle offor- 
mall Chriftianity. Which is like the growth of corne on the 
houfetop;or thefeede fpringingout of the ftony ground,; 
but the honeft and good heart briugeth forth fruite with 
patience. Spirituall flurttings there may bee, and (landings 
3t,a flay for a time. But as good corne in a good foyle be­

ing



comfortable walking with God. 3*3
ing refreflied after a binding drought with a ground-fbowre, 
fprlngs up fafter, and more freihly: fo it is with the found- 
hearted Chriftian, after a dampe in grace; to which he may 
fometimesbe fubjeft. For being rowzed and a waked out of 
.fuch a ftatejbyche quickningvoyceofapiercing miniftery; 
the cutting fting of an heavy crofle, or fome other fpeciali 
hand ofGod, hee layes hold upon the Kingdome of Chrift 
with more holy violence than before, and labour? afterward, 
by thehelpeof God, to repairehis former fpirituall decay, 
with double diligence in watchfulnefle, zeale, and heavenly- 
mindcdneffe. Progrefle in Chriftianitie is refembled to the 
thriving ofaChilde· which may fall into fickneflejbut it ιΡο,ι.μ» 
many times proves a growing ague: To a man in a race, p[ 
who may ftumble, and fall; but after his rifingtakes furer ' *** 
footing, and runnes fafter; To the amending of the Sunne &·**'<·: 
towards midday, which may be overcaft with a cloud; but 
after hee hath recovered a cleare sky, Chines more brightly 
and fweetely. 4. Selfe-deniall. Of which fee fomething 
before, pag. 52. Hee that would foundly comfort his con.
Tcience with the true teftimony ofa true Convert,muft at the 
firft givinghis name unto Chrift, and upon his proclaiming 
warre,and entering the lifts againftSetan,fbund with a fincere 
heart, the depths of that fundamental! Principle of Chriftia­
nitie,and Chrifts o wne holy Rule: If any man frail come af- MitA.rO. 14. 
iir mce3kt bim deny himfelfe,&c. Asfooneashec refignes UP & 
himfelfe to this Royall fervice under the coloursof the Lord 14-jj. * 
lefus, hemuft prefently incur Saviours fenfe, make overall 
his inrereft in libercie, life, livelihood, all earthly pleafures 
and treafures, without any refervation,or he will certainely 
faint and fall off in the day of batcell- The neceffitie of 
this rule and refolution, is intimated unto us in two Pa­
rables, Lnket4.28.31. A man that will build, muft count 
thecoft beforehand, and make fure of meanes to defray the 
charge. Otherwife to begin, and not able to make an end; 
were but to lay a ground-workeofhisdifgraceandfcorne, 
in the Ioffe of his coft and paines. A Prince which would 
wifely make Warre, muftfiifthavea true criallof bis owne,
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and dexterity to di (cover his enemies flrength · other wife to 
bid him battel!, were but to incenfe him-more, and thruft 
a title into his hinds, to defeats him of all hee hath. Hee 
that ferioufly fets himfelfe to teeke God in truth, and to 
fave his foule indeede, muft caft up his reckonings before·* 
hand, what will be required at his hands, and confrilc with 
his owne heart, whether willing toforgoeall fiich content-, 
ments,hopes,pleafures ^preferments, worldly comforts which 
are incompatible with a good confidence, and the path > 
that is called Holy; and to endure all thofe troubles, and in­
dignities from the angry world, which ordinarily are wont, 
tocrowne the heads of all Chrifts Souldiers jeltemoftcer- 
tainely he will fhrinke in the wetting. Heemuftrefolveby 
the invincible noblenefle of his Chriftian courage, to digeft 
the hate and oppofition of deareft friends, neareft kindred; 
the raylings and reproaches of men moft ab je& and con­
temptible, in refpeft of thofe whom they revile: hee mull be

2. content to become^ drunkards fang; table-talke ti thofe that. 
icbjo.Sji’. fit in the gate, and theby-wordof bateft men, viler than the

earth, &c. Jn a word, hee muft prize, and preferre his fwee- 
teft Saviour, His truth, caufe and fervice infinitely before the 
whole world.

Now befides my blefled change thus qualified, and this 
glorious worke ofthe Holy Ghoft upon my foule; by the 
helpe of God, I have flood at the ftaves end with the darling 
pleafure and minion delight of my former damned time ever 
fince Twas new borne; Ihave ever fince made confcience of 
allfinne,andtoperforme allholyducies ; Ibave had refpeit 
to all Gods Commandements, and all his Ordinances: I have 
loved dcarely my blefled Lord,and all things that belong un­
to Him; His Titles, Attributes, Creatures, Workesof luflice 
and Mercy; His Word, Sacraments, Sabbaths, Minifters, 
Services, Children, Pretence, Correitions, Comming: I have 

fALll-j. fince delighted in the Saints, the onely excellent Ones upon 
earth, whom I heartily hated before: I have dayly, with as 
great earneftnefle and fervency, as my poore dull heart could 
poilibly, complained, and cryed unto my God in Prayer 

againft,
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againft mine owne finnes, paffionate dlftcmpers, rebellious 
rifings,the malice of Satan, Ele allurements of rhe world, cor- 
ruprionsof the rimes, rhe cruelties of ftrange injeftions and 
horrible temptations, my many and often failings, frailties, 
and imperfe&ions· Vpondneand impaniallexamination, I 
have happily ridde mine hands of all that confirming pelfe, 
which any way crept into mineeftate, by wicked and wrong­
full meanes in the dayes of mine iniqui tie.(For fcarce any man 
in the ftate of nature, but deales falfiy in one kinde or other.) 
I have defired and endeavoured to adorne my profeftion, as 
well with workes of juftice, mercy, and truth,as by the out- 
wardsafts of pietie : Herein I have exercifid my Jelfei io have , , J# 
ahvayes a good confcience, void of offence, toward God and to­
ward man, &c.

And in all thefepaflages and particulars, both of my con- 
verfion and conversation, had I onely repofed upon the out­
ward aft, and refted in the worke wrought» I had utterly 
fainted, andbeene quire undone in the day ofadverfitie. Bur 
truth of heart was the touchftone, andfincer.itie is the fine w 
ofall my afiurance and comfort this way.

I have beene, I confefle, yet full Tore againft my will, and 
the hearty defireof my foule, haunted, and kindred in paP 
fing tborow the pangs of my new birth, and managing my 
Chriftian bufinefles; with the violent inrrufion and infinui- 
ting mixture of many imperfeftions, diftradions, temptati­
ons, wants, weakenefles, infirmities» and faylings; privie 
pride, fecret hypocrifie,diftrufts, and deadndle of mine owne 
naughtie heart. I was much wanting, by reafbn of the na­
turall rebellion of mine hard heart, to thofe workings of the 
Law and Gofpell mentioned before, ihavecome farrefliort 
ofthat forrow for finne, which I defired, and of chat heaven- 
ly-mindednefle in performing holy duties which was re­
quired. But then I have from time to time grieved, and 
groaned under thofe too many frailties and defefts, as under 
an heavie burthen. I have many a time bitterly bewailed 
them in fecret: they have made mee walke more humbly 
before my God, and cowards men. I have continually com-
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plained heartily againft them at the Throne of Grace. I have 
uncerely defired, and endeavoured after all thofe meanes 
which might reftrai ne and mortifie them, and made confci» 
enceto diicover and decline their unwelcome insinuations, 
and fo I have gone on ftill in the holj Path, with fincerity of 
heart, and in obedience unto God; ftill upholding minehearc 
with confideration ofthe fweetand mercifulldilpoficion of 
my deareft heavenly Father, who ever, if the heart be upright 

Cor.i.ra. anj ^eiy humble, tak^f the will for the deed·, and accepts va 
according to that which we hmez and not according to that which 
we have not. And therefore I am moft fore (neither, by the 
belpeof God, (hall all the devills in hell drive me from this 

:hold) that they are buried for ever in the righteous and 
meritorious blood of my blefled Saviour. And ίο I hold up 
,my head ftill againft allcontradiftion of carnall reafon, natu- 
rail diftruft, Sarans cruell fuggeftions · being well allured: 
That harcy humiliation, and grieving under weakened in 
well-doing, is as true a fruit of fanftification, and marke of 
trueconverfionjas fpirituall abilitie to doe well. Itisrtotfo 
much the muchnefle andquantitie,ae the truth of grace, nor 
fo much the exaftnefle ofthe outward aft in performing ho­
ly duties, as fincerity of heart, which qualifies a broken heart, 
for comfort in the promlfes of life, and afliiranceofGods 
love. Though I know well, there was never any who tailed 
truely grace, buc hefincerely thirftedand endeavoured after 
more.Never did any man well in theworihip and ftrvicesof 
God, who did not bewaile his wants and failings therein, 
and truely defire and labour to doe better. Itisthe properrie 
of Phari fees and formall profeflburs, to conceive that they 

Revel. 3.17. arefpirituaUy rich enough already,and have need of nothing: 
buc the better the Chriftian is, the more fenfible he is, and 
heartily complaining of his fpirituall poverty,naughty heart, 
and manifold imperfeftions.

Here nowthenmay we fee in this Difcourfe of the true 
Convert, comforting himfelfe in the point of bis fpirituall 
eftite; ocher kind of ftuffe, fincere matcer, founder grounds, 
more fpeciali workings ofcheholy Ghoft 5 than any one of 

the 
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the fore-mentioned deluded Ones was ever practically and 
experimentally acquainted with. Neither is this all.The true 
Chriflian hath yet more noble, immediate and demonftra- 
tive evidence to flrengthen his heart in the afTurance of 
Gods everlafting love, unto him through Chrift, and prefent 
pofleifion ofhis favour. For(with fubmiflion to better judge­
ments, and the fpirit of the Prophets)! conceive that a fan- 
ftified man may be allured ofhis fpirituali fafecie, and fouad 
eftate to Godwards divers wayes.

-I. By the evidence and fingle aft ofintemall Vifion. Wet JCor,,. ,, 
have received, faith the Apoftle, mt the fpirit of the world, but 
the Spirit which if of God, that wee might know the th mgs that 
are freely given ut of God, that is to fay, fay our Country­
men of Rhemes, Chrilis Incarnation, Paffion, prefence in the 
Sacrament, and the incomprehenfible joyes of Heaven. But 
it is cleare in the Text, that the Apoftle fpeakes of all the 
gifts generally that are given us of God, whether ferveth the 
argument of companion, that asa mans fpirit teacheth him 
»o know all his thoughts that are in him, at the lead in fome 
meafure: fd alfo the Spirit of God teacheth the Beleeversto 
know all that God hath given them. Hee doth nor fay, that 
We know Gods gifts 5 but that wee know the gifts char God 
hath given unto us. Seefurcher to this point andpurpoft^
i 2 7?ot.i. i2. By a fecrec and ficred irradiation
of the Spirit of faith, the fanftified foule is ascertained of its 
perfonalland particular dependance, and reliance upon the 
promifes of life, and Gods mercies through Chtift, by which 
ic knowes it hatheternall life, lob. 3.36. c.«ni lt,

As certaine!* ar hee that hath a corporall eye, Imowetb that 9" rr*Jltu’ eft 
aee fees: Jo certaineiy, hee that is illuminate! wiib the light n>vk Ce »id«c· 
of Faith, l^nowes that hee believes. The glorious fplendourof p*nfjcn:J'™ 
fbeh an orient, aud heavenly lewdl cannot but (hew it felfe, rwa In tn Hie, no. 

and (hineelearely to the heart wherein icdwels.Likeabright 
lampefet up in the foule, ic doth not onely minifeft other duptionis, per 

things; butalfo ic ftlfeappearethby its ownelight: when
I feeand relie upon a man promifingmethis,orthac,Iknow >pfi qu>d 

I fee, and relye upon him: (hall I by faith behold my blefled ,
Redeemer, ’
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Redeemer, lifted Lipasan Antitype co the brazen Serpent 
for the everlafting cure of my wounded confcience, and reft 
upon him, and yet know no foch thing.

»MentinoRrafi- Heare how cleare learned Anftinis for thisinternall νΐβ.
V. οη· a Our faith, faith hee, it confiicuous io our owne mindt, 

«Μ- b Faith it Jelfe.is feme in the minde, although that rp^.F<iA is
leutiqicvia^u"? beleeucd by jatthyif invisible. <-A man holds bis faith by mofletr- 

taint knowledge, and plainc attefation of confcience. d Every 
nctXiirnni kt- man fees hit Faith in himfelfe, &c. Even c Durand^, taking 
o'kiew^'S'c' uPon him c0 exp°und one ofthofe paflages in the fore-cited 
TrinKJte.c'rLij. place ofAitbiin, rels us: That he which hath faith, is fo cirtam 
"P·1· . . .. that bee bath it, et hee is of any other thing·: fir hee that be­ll Sium Igttui quit S J ,· 1 1 1 r
qur fidem apud ieeves,ficles that nee believes^ ana by coiifqaent that hee Mb 
icipiunividci m iinJ fhere is nothing, more certaine than experience,' &c. 
alteo autem ere- ' ’ . a ‘ .
ditefie cam, non * Λ egaes wordsalfo in tn^Counfell or T rent,found this way: 

'Ja ” b°,ez '* ^!irc ^,e and fiwdtl wantfenfe.ifjm 
to doubted : Jo bn that bath grace in him, doth perceive itr ^id
pc'uS^ V* lt 2J fy the fenfe.of the minde, not, by div/he
per diketionen· revelation.
isedia’kdicerr, $ut chefe things be fo,how comes it to pafle, that 
quodhabens fide, Gods deareft children.complaine fometimes, that they have 
inberefidem, (ί- neither fight nor fcnfe of rheir faith? .
cm terms eii de .Anfty. I ipeake of that which is ordinary, not ever. The 
c^ed™^ Sunne in a cleare skie difcovers andmanifefts it felfe witha 
petimrfccrcdere. witnefle; though fometimes it be over-caft with clouds, 
habcrcfideimni- or edipfed with the Moone, This heavenly lampe oFFaith 
hilaBtcmcii «r- (bines, and (hewesit felfe clearely enough to. the fan&ified 
adqu^fiiteoi· heart, irfthe calmeneffe of a Chriftian courfe, and fereni- 
hibcatj°rieniort ”e lhe ^ou‘e ’ εΦ2^3^Υ ffeOiIy cleared, and purged 
cercicudoj liC'V w“h ^ower?5 as ft were, of penitent teares rthoughin the 
d. ij.q.7. damps of fpirituall defection, darkenefle of fome ftronget 
auneettefTrent, temptation, cchpfe of earthly-irnpdedneiie, it may iye 
td.zr^ ini. fpIcj Λπ£ι obfcureJ for a rjme. /\ncj yec for aft this, if 
iraT^a’co httqi'i- Chriflians would be counfclled, and beleeve'the Prophets; 
la-jfingeoj fenim it they would not under-value Gods infinite mercie, by 
cft^b&w1 i°°^ng upon him through a ihvifh dejeifted and me- 
Scrm.iS.cmt. lanchoJike humour, f which is wont to reprefent him 

as
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as terrible, fierce, and inexorable; whereas in his owne na­
ture and fweeteft difpofition, he is indeed ever moft compafii- 
cnate,tenderhearted, and melting over rhe bleeding mile- 
ties of a truely broken heart; I fay, i f they would not thus mi- 
ftake, but conceive aright of that moft adored myftery and 
botiomlefle depth of his free love, Hof. 14.4. Ezcl^ 16. 8. 
Icr.^1.3. Cant.2.4. Jvb.^.16. and 17.23. they might, even 
in times of defirtions, temptations, fpirituall aflliitions of s 
foule, fweetly uphold their hearts with afl'urance of ’ Ad- 
herence, though for the prefent they want theafturance of —, . . J & , . / . . . tiudu jdnx en*
Evidence. Forfuchan aflurance is intimated, Pfal.22.r.and ut-rkSumm 
42.5,11. and 43. 5. For inftance : manya faithfull foule, 
making confcience ofall finne, fipcerely following the beft cenitHdinzm ni- 
thinge,rcfolved withoutrefervation rodo or fufferany thing ' 
forChnlt,wouIdgivea world to be fenfibly aflured of Gods tiddincm tri- 
favour, and fully perfwaded that his finnes were pardoned.
By reafon ofthe want of fenfeand feeling whereof, heefla- headmee, yci 
vifiily languiihes upon rhe racke of tormenting feares and "JbiTnxZxof 
terrours, utterly without all caufe; neither onely fo, but tbjdepths h-.vti 
thereby alfo gratifying the devill, difhonouring Gods free 
mercy, difabling himfelfe for a comfortable difeharge of «A 
both his callings; and thatwhich he little thinkes on, lying ”7*7 
inthe finneof not receiving comfort, and of not accepting " «44^»^ 
hisowne properlegacie which Chriftleft him, Joh.idf.zy, fl f 
For in the meane time his heart doth cleave unto Chrift,as ro ''*·<!>> f»e ·/ 
the fureft Rocke. He cries, and longs after him, and would 
not part with him for all the world: Hee would infinitely 
rather have his body rent from his foule, thanhis foule from 75**?i«*7:* 
his Saviour. Askc his affeftion and refolution this way; ί’ζ'-
andforall his feares and forrowes, hee will tell you, that 7/7/
hee will ftill reft and relye upon his Lord, and ever-bkflcd ~
Redeemer, let him doe with him as hee pleaie 5 hee will truft uih «WZ*’ * 
in him, though hee kill him, Nowtheinternall vifion,con- SJO.,a^p·"'4/ 
feioufnefie, refleitedaft, that I may ipeake inthephraie of /.^"«Ρι’,/ηιΛ» ’ 
the Schooles, of this fincere adherence unto Chrift, and 
thofe exceeding precious premifes of life, fealed wich his ' ’ 
Blood, might,and ought to aflure him of theeverlafting fafe-

tie-
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tieand happinefle of his foule; and fo by confequent,tocom. 
fott him infinitely more, than if he had the Crowne of the 
whole worlds foveraignde let upon his head.Iuftifying faith, 
which gives infallible intereft to eternall life,is not(to fpeafo 
properly and punctually) to be allured of pardon; but to 
truit wholly upon the mercy of God through Chrift, for par­
don. If there arife queftion in thy fearefull heart about thy 
fpirituali ftate; tente and feeling is no fubftantiall ground 
whereon to build, being a feparable accident to the graces of 
falvation; but the truth and tender-heartednefle ofChrift, 
inthepromifes which can never faile, being as fureasGod 
himielfe. If fome wrangling fellow Ihould lay claimeunto 
thy land, thou wouldeft not in inch a cafe and concroverfie 
confute with an ignorant neighbour; heperhaps out ofhis 
weakeneffe and want of skill, might raite doubts and dan­
gers where there were none, and put thee into a greater 
fright ;but thou wouldeft have recourie to fome learned at 
theLaWjWhounderftandingly learching and furveyingthine 
Evidences, and finding no flaw, would put thee out of all 
feare. When in time of temptation thou art terrified and 
affrighted with renewed icrupies and diftraftions aboutthy 
fpirituali well-being; doe nor in any wife advife wich carnall 
reafon, which is ftarke blinde in the myftery ofChrift 5 much 
lefle with that cvill Oue, whois a fworne enemie to thy foule, 
and fatheroflies. They may tell thee, thou haft no ienfe, no 
feeling, therefore all is naught : but totbe Word, and io the 
T^imony let thy trembling heart cleave to the impregnable 
truth of thofe fweeteft promifes; Matth, 11,28. Revel. 21.6. 
lob. j.^y.Efay 55.i,&c.andthouartfafeforever.Foramore 
full impreifion ofthis comfortable point, I would have you 
torefrefh your memories with a revile ofthoie foureeftates 
of faith, which I have heretofore diftinguiihed, upon pur- 
pofe for the weakeft Chriftians fake; and know, that the 
reflefted aft of the loweft degree and leaft meafure than men­
tioned, might upon good ground, if hee doe not wilfully 
and wickedly refute to be comforted, fill his fearefull fpirit as 
full with unfpeakeable glorious joy, as the Sunne is of light, 
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and the Sea of water?. Thefe things laid together and well 
weighed, mayconfeft a precious and foveraigne Antidote, 
againft the flaviih terrours3caufelefle feares, and heavie wal­
king of many which are true of heart, diftreffed in confcience 
aboueftheir fpirituali ftate:who while they labonr, and long 
with iniatiable greedinefle ( and I blame them not) for a fen- 
fible affnrance, and feeling apprehenfion of God^ favour; 
doe too much negleftaud difregard that comfort which their 
faith might affoord them upon good ground, in that, not-· 
withftanding their prefent diftrafting amazements and pcr- 
plexitie of fpirit, they are able ftill to commit their foules un­
to Chrift, as a faithfull Redeemer, and their everb fling 
Jhmgth.

In this point, I have let fome parages fall by the way 
which may ferve to difeover and diflolve the vanitie and 
weakeneffe of that Dilemma · wherein Bellarmin playes the 
willfull egregious Sophifter: it runs thus:

The Prole flant/ teach, faith he, that a man itjtrfiified by BclUe noris 2c 
fteciall faithi whereby be perjwadeth himfelfe, that hee it juft. deGa, cap. i«. 
Now then hereafoncth thus: When I begin to belene that I am "°"
juft, I am either juft or unjftft. I Ifj’iff then I am notjuftiftedby 
faith, by which I believe my felfe to be juft, becaufe this faith is 
after my juftifeatwn. Iftrnjuft, then this faith is falfe, and fo a 
man fhotdd be juftified by a lye.

To this horoed argument wee anfwer thus: There are 
fundry afts of fpeciall faith: for my purpofe at this time,take 
notice of two.

ϊ. A fiduciall aflent, refling upon the meric of Chrift, an 
affiance, dependance, adherence, reliance, or if there be any 
other word expreifing that a ft of an humbled foule, whereby 
itcaflethandrepofeth it felfe onely upon Gods promife in 
Chrift, for the obtaining of remiffion of finnes, and everla- 
fttnglife.In this aft, the poore foule illightened and affrigh­
ted with fight and fenfe of its finne and mifery, and feeing 
an infinite impoffibilitie of fatisfying God for the one, or 
freeing icfelfe from the other, by any ireancs or meric in hea­
ven or earth 5 but onely by the propitiatory mediation of 

lefus· '
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lefus Chrift : itthrowes it felfe into his armes, grafping fail 
about him, hides ic felfe in the clifts of this Rocke, from the 
ftormes ol Gods fierceftand fiery indignation, apprehends 
in him plentiful! redemption, and all iufficiencie of falvation; 
and therefore plies him with ilrong cries and teares for mer- 
cie; befpeakes him in all tearmes of confidence and affimce: 
My Lord, and my God, wy hope, my fortrefle, my nci^ 
my ftrenglh, my fealvatiofi; five me, or I finkc; hold me faft, 
or I am loft for ever. You may ieefometimes alittle infant, 
upon apprehenfion and approach of fome fudden danger, 
hour heartily and haftily it runnes into the mothers armes 
for fuccour and fifety: even fo a truely wounded foule,pur· 
fued by the terrours ofthe Law, and frighted with thedread- 
full fight of Gods frowning countenance, flies with fpeedin- 
to the bofome of hisblefled Redeemer, clings infcparably 
unto his bleeding wounds for everlafting proteftion; and 
there refts upon the.freenefle of bis Love, meric of his Paf 
fion, and truth of his Promifi, as upon a Rocke of Eteroi- 
tie, never to be removed : nor the concurrent rage of 
all the Devills in Hell, or power of darkenefle, being ever 
able to make a divorce. By this aft wee are accepted for 
juft before the Throne of Grace, for Chrifts fake and fuf- 
terings.

2. An aft of certification, which quicknedby theSpi-. 
ric of Grace, when God pleaieth for his owne glory andgcod 
of his Child, reflefteth upon the foule with a comfortable 
aflurance that wee are already in the armes of Chrift, and 
His for ever. The lead glimpfe whereof, a true heart would 
not exchange for all the Kingdomes upon earth. The firft aft 
makesusjuft: Theficondfindesusjuftjandfocercifies tru­
ly ; not by a lye, as lying companions, andSatansSophifters 
calumniate. It is the faying of an excellent Divine, both for 

Λ depth of learningand height of Holinefle. Tobekeuethatm)i
finne/ are now pardoned, and that I am faved : tbit is not the., 
firft aff offaitb,butfidloa>esrphennowa man doth fee himfelfe to he 
jftftifiedin Chrift.

2. By a fierce application of theproraifes ofthe Gofpell 
in
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in forme of ana experimental! Syllogyfme, thus: » Q“l fidei fua

Whofoever beleeves and repents, is the Childe of God : J,ab«· Wc7ck 
But I beleeve and repent, therefore I am the Childe ofGod,

The major, or firft propofition, is cleere and evident in the £ εpl flit, 
vety letter, and by the immediate fenfe of Scripture. See r““h “I- ‘J· 
loh.^fi. APIs 10.45.& 13.39,80:.

But how doe you know the minor, or fecond propofition 
robecertainely fo ?

By the certainty ofinternallvifiort, whereby weascleare- 
ly fee our faith, as our life, will, thought, knowledge, &c. 
as appeares in the forecited place of Auflin. In his opi­
nion, Ifay, Faith is as vifible to the internal] eye of a fan&i- 
fied minde, as is a mans life and will: Nay, and we are wont 
to difcerne with a more eager eye and obfervation a Stran­
ger, than an ordinary Domefticke. Our life and will are in­
bred, faith is adventitious. "By theteflimonieof a renewed CoBfiieIt;awe 
confcience, which is as a thoufand witnefles. Now had I a prirfcnCuS,mdie 
thoufand honeft witnefies at the Barre before an upright 
Judge, to prove my caufe, and jaftifie my right againft the mtfticum, λ 
out-facings and perjuries of a Knight of the Poft, as they 0^4 
fay, well knowne to be an infamous ftigmaticall forgerer Gea4 
and murtherer; J would little doubt but to get the day.
It isproportionably foin thisprefent point; I meane,be- 
tweene my regenerate illightned confcience and Satan. Nay, 
in this cafe,ihould all the Devills in Hell fweare the contrary,, 
did carnall reafon, naturall diftruft, or any other adversary 
power, cavilland contradift with never inch irkefome tedi- 
oufhefle; yet by the mercy of God, I will not witbftand 
that heavenlylightftandingin my confcience like an armed 
man : 1 will never lake awaj mine irmoeencie fam my flfi, uh· 

till I die.
But how doe you know, that you truely beleeve? We may 

know, perhaps, that wee have fome kinde of faith, but not ' 
that we have the true lively faith, which will ferve the turns 
for falvation.

I anfwer: Saint Patel bids us trie, and prove our felves 
whether we have that Faith, by which Chrift dwelleth in our

Y heartSj
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hearts, which is the faith of fuch as are accepted with God, 
2 Car,13.5. Now it were ftrange, ifthe blefled Spirit ihould 

.bid us examine and fearch for that, whichcouldnot pofiibly 
be found out.

Againe,ifa man cannot be certaine, that he beleeveswith 
■ allhis heartjthatisjtruly andfincerely; P^^rinterregacorie 

* bR onidam mo-to ^Mrmch3 had beene in vaine,and rhe Eunuchs
iBinconrciemiareplyraih andunadvifed. 1 ' .·

Α»βΐη was cleerely of this minde, that a man tray be ac» 
etic fin«ram,no- «minted with the Cncericy of his faith ^Thercis^ faith be, a 
□m °f ^arJ^ con(cience3 when thou fyiowefi tby faith u
Tischaritatcmru. fincere.. thy hope cert sine. thy love without dilTemhHn^. 
nnhtione./y4. But many, lay they, beleeve, and are deceived j thinking 
2^· they have that which they have not j How then can a man . 

be certaine ? ·
Anfatr. Sothoufandsamongftns, bythefalfe fpe&acles. 

of prefiimption, making the bridge of Gods mercy broader 
than it is,and larger than histruth,W'hich confines it oricly to 
broken hearts - are wofully deluded, and ready every moment 
to be drowned in the dungeon of fire and brimftone: muft 
therefore thofe few who are fincereiy humbled for their fins 
truly beleeve, and upon good ground have part in it,be alfo 
deceived ? Becaufe mad men, and men afleepe, know notwell 
chat they are afleepe, andrage,· muft therefore men truly wa­
king, and wife, not know certainely they are awake, and in 
their wits? The common people generally conceive of the 
Sunnes magnitude,that itis notpafta footeround5muft there-. 
fore thepercaiptie pf knowledge^hat it is many times bigger 
than the earthjbedpnied to the skilfull Aflronomer’Some men 
dreame that they are rich,tumble themfelves amongft their gol­
den heapes,and itisnot fo indeed when they awake;dothno‘ 

# ^Wtnj ftun nun therefore certainely know whether he bench orno? 
Jerque qai cam ,a Conceive proportionably of repentance, an inseparable

and cffeft of true faith, which is then laving 
aetflcrtUTima ici-
<ntid,& claminte confcientia, dicente AugufiinoiProinde 8c refipifcentiam, qua fidei vtra eft indi- 
vidua comes, atquetffeaut.  ----- Vcracjuc habecur—:—ceiritudinc vifionis intetns, feuteflimonii ·
yropiussKjiSj&SpirisusDciuDacciUfitiinchSpiiirujaoflro, quod fimusfilii Dei· R'.m.i.ie.PJr. ,

when ·



comfortable walking with God. 3^5
when icisferious, fincere, and without hypocrihe; and chat 
may be manifeft and clecrely diicernable to the heart that 
hathit. Doe you thinke, the ferioufnefle of the Ninivite! re­
pentance was not certaine unto them ? We have received the 
Spirit of God, faith Paid, that we might know the things that are 
freely given w of God, which are not onely life everlafting, 
but juftification,fan&ification, and iuch like.I fay,iavingneft'e 
of repentance, as of faith, confifts not in the meafiire and 
muchnefle jbutinchefinceritie and truth, of which the true 
penitentmay be certaine, as well as of his forrow. Butnow ^’Γ· 
whereas the Popiih Doftors being blinde guides, leade their 
hoodwinkt followers into fuch perplexed mazes of uncer- 
taintie^,and indeed impoiTibiIitiesaboutcontrition,in refpeft tcHfac&gradui- 
ofexrenfion,intenfion, appre· ation, equivalence to finnemo
marvell though they pleade pertinacioufly for the point, and lawn, et tram in­

purgatory of doubting. ' 0“™' '
3. By the effects and fruits growing from the roote of Beu.ir 1 

gracein the heart. ' ‘
But there may be in the hypocrite» an exact outward con- wb^ijthjiL·- 

formity and obedience. .
, I anfwer, True it is,that for the outfide and carkafle, as it oiirdcs o™ f 
were, the workes of unfinftified men, may bc like to thofe of 
the godly,but they are without the foule,life andfpiritjwhich fimnaHrMd 
is in the work ofa true beleever;to which he is no lefle privy '
in his heart,then to the outward work which pa fleth thorow ,hem> Mwritte 
his hands. And we hold, that workes done in uprightnefle of 
heart, onely, are they which truely teftine in this cafe.

Let every true-hearted Nathaniel then comfortably con­
clude pardon and peace unco his owne foule, from all fuch 
fruits fo qualified. For infiance, in one.

Wee know that wee have faffed from death to life, becaufe wee 
love the Brethren, 1 loh.^.t^. Hove the Brethren : therefore I 
am tranflatedfrom death to life.

Buc is it poifible for a man to know that he loves his Bre­
thren as he ought, and as the A poftle requires*

Sainton makes it a figne ofour being fotranflited; there­
fore it may be knowne, Forfignes manifefting other things.

muftY 2
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themfelves be more manifeft. And dufin cels us, thau 
^ui dUigM'um man knowes mm the love with which he love), than bit Mer 

ιν^οιη ^0VU‘
'οώΐ'π/σ· . Thus may the Chriftian infallibly collc&, the fan&ifying 

Spirit, juftifying Faith, faving Grace to dwell in his heart,by 
all good deeds, holy duties, inward or outward fruits fpring- 
ing from an upright heart. Forasitfollowes, and may bein- 
ferred infallibly and demonftratively from the effeft, to the 
proper caufein other things .-For example : It is day; there­
fore the Sunneis rifen,becaufe day cannot be caufed,but by

• theSunnes rifing: fo in this point alfo explained as before.
• If. we purfue and ply with true hearts the whole Trade of

Chriftianity; If we be fincerely exercifed in the works of bo- 
linefle, juftice, mercy and truth, andwalke humbly with our 
God; we may build upon it, that wee are truely blefled. All 
fuch found fruits of Faith, are evident fignes and demonftra- 
tions of our fpirituall (afetie,and (landing faft forever.· If ye 
doe thefe things', faith Peter, ye fall never fall,

4. By theteftimony ofthe Spirit,which fometimesjasin the 
time of more fervent prayer, holy retirednefle of minde, bea> · 
venly medication,or in fome quickning exercifes ofextraordi- 
nary humiliation^ after fome ipeciafl important fervice done 
toGod& his Church with humble fincerity, and in true ze?le5 
orupo the foule-fearching paflage of fome well ground.-dSet- 
mon ofcomforc,and feafonable application ofmercy;orinthe 
beginning of fpirituall,and end of naturall’life,as moft needful 
times;or in the time of martyrdome, andfincere offerings for 
the Name ofChrift,&c.I fay at fuch times the Spirit may fug- ■ 
geft and teftifie to the faniriGed conicience,with(a feeret, ftill, 
heart-raviftiing voycethusorin che like manner; thouarcthe 
child of God - thou arc in the number ofthofe chat fhall be fa- 
ved ;thouilujc inherit life everlafting: And that as-certainsly 

jpXiX , and comfortably,11 as if that Angell from Heaven fhould fay to 
quanamrelinqui.
ku ambtguiris ? Quod (1 homo quifpinn. vel Angelini vd etiam Archangelus aut alia cerci, bn* · 
jvfinodiquzdatn poteftas, aliquid promiceret, merico quiTpiam dubiwvcric : Suprema veto ilia 
eiieotra, qui Si hoc ipfum largitur, quod promictk, acque adco orare ctiam juffit, teflimo- 
ntum nobispcrbibCMCj quiihamdc dignic^tc hac dcinceps dubjtarc potcritc Chyfeft.tnverfi 1<S.

thee,,
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ihee>&$ he did to Daniel, Greatly beloved. And why Ihould any 
Popiih caviller contradift this, fich even Bellarmin himfelfe 
fpeakes proportionally in another cafe ? Vpon a paBage in 
yitifin,acknowledging the interior efficacy of Gods Spirit, 
giving telHmony to our hearts concerning the truth of that 
which is contained inthe Sc-iptares,faithbhe; This light of Ho- igiwr eft 
faith is a .certaine tefiimony of God, by which it is faid to the fecret
cogitations of our hearts, That is true, thou medef not to doubt UmquoddimDei, . 
thereof. Here is an immediate teftimony of the Spirit gran- cordi^dk^ 
ted for the confirmation of the truth of the Word; why «Λ»
m^y not the like be expected for an afTurance of the worke I ‘fi * 
of the Word ? Mighty and rcmarkeable was the worke ofl*’^·^^»· 
the Spirit this way upon the heart of that Noble Martyr,*”7 
Robert Glover, upon the fir ft fight and reprefentation of the 
Stake (ib fweetly feafonable is God in all his refrelhings.) 
For two or three dayes before his death, hee was full heavily 
opprefled with the fpirituall miferies ofa dead heart, and 
ipirituall defertion. Tn which time no doubt hee cried migh­
tily unto God, and often reflected the eye of his renewed 
confcience upon a truly, belceving penitent, humble, holy 
and heavenly heart; refolved tof crifice its warmeft blood 
inthe mercilefie fire, for theteftimonyof  Jefw·, andyetno 
comfort would come. But in the very nicke and needfull 
time, as you may fee in the Story, the blefled Spirit did iud- 
denly (hine into his darke and defolate foule, with the glo­
rious beames of his owne immediate comfort, and fo fenfibly 
filled it with fuch overflowing R.ivers of ipirituall joyes,that 
nodoubt they mightily abated and quencht the ragefull fury 
ofthofe Popiih flames, wherein he fweetly fell a fleepe. It 
was a fpeciall and immediate fpringing of rhe holy Ghoft in 
his heart, which madeMafter Peacockg, after many dayes of 
extremeft horrour, profefle, that The joy which be felt in his 
confcience, was incredible. Wee feele and acknowledge by 
daily experience, that Satan doth immediatly injtft; and 
ihall not the blefed'Spint, tftet his holy and heavenly man­
ner, immediately alfo fuggeft fometimes ?

Neicher is this to be reputed anexiraordinary revelati-
Y 3 ? on·.
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a Fiddium on,or a Enthufiafme without or befide the Word of God (I 
heartily abominate all Anabaptifticall fooleries andphren- 

huoneaiiquaqiii fies:) For th κ which the Spirit io reveiles unto ourconfeieu- 
ΓοπΠίϋ nob» pa' ces, wee our felves may collect and conclude cut of Gods 

“P™ the confcience of our faith, repentance, other 
jEiii^ fcTru X faving endowments and holy graces (Lining in our foules, 
u nninc<u,?<ni an^ uPrightly exerciied in our whole converfation. When we 
fcncitftVcuiHn bytheie meanes have affured our foules, that weare the chil- 

^renof God, which istheteftimony of our ownerenewed’ 
iiKtiniboSpiritm ipirics 5 the Spirit of God, as another witnefie,fecondeth and ’ 
i'^nohn^nos con^rmeth this afiurance,by divine infpiration, and by fweec ’ 
site fiiios Dei. motions and feelings of Gods fpeciall goodneft’e, and glori­

ous faving prefence; and fo according to the Apohles phrafe, 
Rom. 8, j 6. Bearetb witnefe with our fpzrits. Whereforiif 
any min prefume upon, or pretend any immediate fbggefti- 
on or revdation, for his ipirimall (afetie,and everlafting wel- 
bcing, and yet want utterly the teflimony of his renewed ■ 
confcience to che feme purpofe ;the teflimony of univeriall 
obedience; of not lying willingly and delightfully in any one 
kno wne finne; of crucifying the flefh with the affeftions and 
lufts,&c. I can give him none but this cold comfort; hee is 
curfedly cozened by the Devills counterfeite glory of an- 
Angel), cafting into his abuied imagination fuch groundlefie 
conceits, which in time of criall will vaniih into nothing,and 
flieawayas adreame.

Bytheway let mee tell you, that though this laftmanner 
of afihrauce be more immediacy from the Spirit; yet con­
ceive thatthe other alfo are not effcftuall upon the heart, 
wichouttheexcitanon3illumination and affiftance ofthe fame 
blefled Spirit.

For the firft, confider the foreciced place, I Corinth.1 
2. 12,

For the iecond; when the conicience, through the mini- 
ftrie ofthe Law, dothteilifieco a man his ftate in finne, and 
under the curie ;it is, through the fpirit of bondage, thatit 
doth teftifie: then When it doth teftifie to him his ftate of 
grace, and freedoms from the curie, it is much rather from 

the.



r

comfortable walking with Cod, 3*9
the Spirit of Adoption. No man can fay, that leftn it the Lord, i Cor. I2.j. 
but by the Holy Ghofl.

' For the third, Idoubt nor, but the blefled Spirit,as a com­
fortable Remembrancer, refrefhcd Hczckiat memory, when he 
cried to the Lord, Remember now, 0 Lorf&c. Efay 38,3,

But how (hall a man difcerne, and difference a true per- 
fwafion, and the teftimony of the Spirit 5 from a groundlefle 
prefumptuous conceit, and the Devil!s delufion >

If Bellarmin me, I will eafily ftop his mouth:
Firft, by demanding him,how his Sainta Francia·,and Saint a dcjuflif M. > 

Anton#, knew affuredly,that their revelations of the certaine 
remifiion of their finnes, were from the Spirit ofGod; efpe- 
ciaJly fith with him they were revelations quite befides and 
without the Word. For b hee holds, that this proportion δ
Francii istruely fuftified: Antony hath his finnes forgiven 
and fo of other particular men, is not to be found in the 
Word, cither immediately, or by evident confequence; 
which wee upon good ground contradict, if the particular 
men be true beleevers.

Secondly, by that faying of Ambrofe, urged by c Catari- c 
nut in the Councell cf Trent: Hot Holy Ghoft doth newr . 1 r' "
fcake unto w, but doth makeur kyiow, that it it Hee that 
feaketh.

£>ut if the doubtfull Chriftian truely troubled about it, 
would be taught and informed in the point; or ifit bepofti- 
ble that the Pharifee, the deluded One Ihould heartily defire 
to be illightened 5 I advife that they would confider upon 
thefe following markes of difference.

I. ..A found perfwafion upon good ground by the 
Spirit, is' ever agreeable and anfwerable exa&ly to the 
Word, The inward teftimony of the Spirit, and outward 
feftimonie of the Word, doe alwayes fweetly accord, and 
one anfwers to the other, as face to face in water. And 
therefore, ifthac thy preient (late, wherein thou conceived 
thy felfe to be fore and fafe enough for falvation·, be dif­
abled and condemned by Gods Word ; thy confidence is 
•vaine, and Satan deludes thee. The Scripture tells us,

γ 4 That
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Ids continually hunted like a Partridge on the Mountaines 
by naturall diftruft, chepolicie of Satan, and all che powers 
of darkeneffe. There is not a wicked fpirit, but is tranfpor- 
ted with implacable indignation againft that heaven upon 
earth; and therefore ragesand roares about thee ftill, to rob 
and bereave thy humble breft of fuch an heavenly Jemme. 
Befidesthe two maine ends and generail aimes; of all the 
malice and machinations of thofe apoftated angels: i. The 
difhonour of God, and 2. The difeomfort of mens foules : 
In this point they are peculiarly enraged with extreame hclliih 
anger; co fee a mortdl man, a childe of yldam^ crowned 
by Gods mercifnil hand,even in this life^fich right and inre­
reft, and as it were, an earned penny of the Inheritance with 
the Saints in light, and of thofe blefled Manfions of glory and 
reft, of which, by their Apoflacie and pride they have un­
happily and evcrlaftingly deprived themfelves.Neicher onely 
fo, but they iniployalfo cheir Agent?, enemies to thegrace 
of God and chine owne f earef u] 1 heart, to charge fal/ely ma- 

RevcL s.iy. nY upon thee, Hypocrifie and delufion, left that white 
b^tiucnrcamta-fionc given thee by the holy Ghofl ;the fplendor and b fwcet- 

77Z ne^e whereof, none knoweth but hee that hath it, ihould 
tienofcHnce, but fairely (hineupon thy fad foule with chat lightfbmneife and 

-//X comfort,as it both may and ought. Whereupon it muft needs 
conceive the follow, chat if thy perfwafion be well grounded and aflci- 

kitre,iw rance :rue 5 it will be accompanied and often exercifed with 
turtle that feares,jealoufies, doubts, diftrufts, varieties of temptations, 

Sarans firieft darts, injected fcruples, concradi&ions of fieih 
and blood, cavills of carnail reafon, want of comfortable 
feeling, &c. which will many times neceflarily drive thee to 
cry mightily to God, and complaine ac the Throne of grace, 
againftall this hellifh ordinanceand aflaul sof thy uubelee- 
ving heart 5 by ch£ wraftling of faith to warme thy foule 
with medication ΰροη the promifes, to re-examine and re- 
vife thy grounds, to confirms thy watch, to re fort for: 
ccunfell, ftrengch, and comfort to the quickening meanes; 
experience of former fweete feelings, and motions of the 
Spirit j to truely judicious Divines, experienced Chriftian?, 

dayes 
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from the Indge his owne mouth in the meane time; which, 
methinks, ihould horribly affright thousands in our dayes; 
who (landfora frozen formality, hcartlcfle indiffcrcncy,re- 
ferved neutrality, and policicke moderation in profeffion, 
andpra&ife of Religion. Thus atrueteftimony and found 
periwafion of a good ellate to Godward, ever holds cor- 
refpondence tothe Word,and is infallibly grounded there­
upon.

ObjeU. Sayyou fo ? In fpirituall cafes and points of faith, 
how is it portible; that a man ihould bee infallibly cer- 
taineof that by the Word, which is not contained in the
Word, either immediatly, or by good confequence? But 
Bellarmin affirmes, that this particular proposition, Such, 
or fuch a man i/ truely jitTfified; is not contained in rhe 
Word of God, cither immediately orby good confequence; 
&c.

Anfiver. To let pafle at this time, that which fome wor­
thy Divines prefte in this point, that filch places as thefe, 
Pfalm.Efay 43· 31· Pom. io. 9. Gal. 2 20, &c. Inti­
mate and imply fuch a particular propofition immediately: 
Ϊ anfwer, that it is deduced by evident confequence out of 
the Word. For from fuch general! promifes and propofitions 
as thefe 5 Hee that bekeveth onthe Sonne, bath everlafiing life, 
loh,^. 36. Wbofoever bdeeveth in him, Jhall receive remiffion 
of firmer, AH. 10. 43. And by him aft that beleeve, art juHi- 
fiecl from all thing/, &c. Abi, 13. 39. &c. follow by good 
confequence thefe particulars : Paul, Peter, Lather, Calvin, 
Beza, Bradford, or any other particular man beleeving in 
him receives remiffion of finnes; is /uftified; hacheternall 
life. Even as it followeth dire&ly and infallibly, ever}’man is 
areafonable creature;thereforeIohn,Tljoma', &c. is endued 
with reafon.

Though no word faith expreOy and immediatly; Thou 
Thomas beleeving (halt be laved; yet the fame word which 
faith, Every one beleeving,hath eternall life, faith alfo;Thou 
Thomas beleeving, haft eternall life, or [halt be faved. As on 
the contrary, this univerfall, Hee that bdeeveth not the Sonne, · 
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fill not foe life^ bat the wrath of Gvd abide! b on Um, jnclu- 
deth vcrtually, confequeudy, infallibly,as though they were 
writ in it, thefe particulars: Judas, Bellarmin, or Bonner, &c. 
not beleeving, (hallnot fee life, but the wrath of God abi- 
dethonhim. Otherwife,ifthe generail did not thus fuffici- 
ently include and comprehend every particular; and an uni­
verfall proposition all fubordinate Angular propofitions un­
der it ;the Law, Thou fait not kill: Thou fait not commit adul- 
icy: Thou fait not bearc fife witnefe againft thy neighbour· 
would not belong to Faux blowing up the Parliament; to 
this or that Prieft polluting himfelfe in hearing confeflion; 
to Bellarmin lying voluminoufly; becaufe its nowhere ex- 
prcfly writ; Thou Bellarmin (halt not beare falie witnefle 
againft rhy neighbour. Thou (havcling, beware of felfe pol­

lution. Thou Faux (halt not tearein pieces the Royall limbs 
ofthe Lotds Anointed.

If John ot Thomas belceving> be not bound to beadured 
of his ialvation out of the general! promife; except it were 
fiid fomewhere in Scripture ;That Thomas or John byname 
dhpuld befaved; it would follow that thefe particular mtn, 
were not bound to be honeft men; or tofeareGod; becaufe 
it isnowhere (aid in the Word; that Ikomas or Tobit ought 
to be honeft men; or are commanded to feare God, but one­
ly in the generall.

In a word, let the lefuice cell mee, whether out of the 
Word hee be infallibly certaine that his body (ball rife a- 
gainearthelaft Day. He dare not for his heart denie it. And 
Ϊ pray you Bellarmin tell me, where it is particularly and । 
expredyfaid in Scripture, that the body of Robert Bellar­
min ihall rife againe at the laft Day ? All particular in­
fallible aflurance in this kinde, iprings out of the generail 
propofition and promife that All fall rije. i Corinth. 15, 
&c.

2. That heart which doth fweetly enjoy the Paradifeof. 
a true teftimony, and well grounded perfwafion 5 that itpre- 
fently lives the life ofgrace, and immortality : is fincerely 
affeftedand inflamed with a reverent love, and infatiablc 

a longing
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’ longing after the Word preached and read, prayer,finding -1 
of Pfalmes, medication, conference, vows, dayes of humi- t»
liation, ufe of good Bookes, godly company, all Gods or-

. dinances, and good meanesappointed and fanflified for onr 
fpirituall good. Becaufe thorow them, as fo many golden ,effr'.‘lj 
conduits,thofegracious lavingoperationsoftheholy Ghoft Mtfiy cmu^b., 
are conveyed and continued unto it; which minifter found
matter and true grounds of fuch comfortableafliirance: and refine an i· ecc-^gr 
in the confcionable ufe and exercife of themalfo are wont I 'f'/f.f.' 
fornetimes to be fecretly and fenfibly breached into it, fuch ww i.,i7 
heavenly real! rcfrefhings themfelves; which the joy of the
whole worlds enjoyment cannot poflibly equall. But now and * 
theafteftion this way of thofe who are Pharifaically puft /’ ’’7,d'deic" 
up with a groundlefle conceit and vaine confidence; is t,a ' 
faint and formal!; partial! and relervcd; not accompanied 
with that univerfalitie and uniform! tie of reverence and rc- 
fpe$ to all the blefled ordinances and meanes cf grace. It is 
ever the wont and wilinefle of fuch to qualifie their coun­
tenance and correfpondence to thefe, with that moderation 
and temper which may be compatible, and plaufibly confift 
with thefafetie oftheir temporallhappinefle, andfecuritie 
of their bofome finne. And no marvell though their affe- 
&ion inthiskindebenot fo hearty, and hold out; for they 
draw no fpeciall vertueand fweetnefle from Chrift, through 
them : and their conceit of being right, is not fedde from 
the Breafts of the Bible, a dwiththe heavenly Manna of r.
confcionable Miniftery; but built upon thofe infufticient- 
grounds and rotten proppes I difeovered and. difabled be­
fore.

3. A found and undeceiving pirfwafion that thou art c- 
vcrlaftingly loeke in the armes of Gods mercy and love, 
grounded upon the Word, feconded and feton by the Spi- 
rir;isamoitrareandrichIewell,whichdoTh infinitely out- < 
fhine andoverweigh in fweetnefle and worth any rocke of 
Diamond, Chr! ft al 1 Mountaine, or this great Creation, were 
it all converted into one unvaluable Pearle; and therefore 
is. infinitely envied, and aflaulted mightily on all udes.

It.



334 GcwaII direfttons for a

μμμμμρ borne of God, doth not commit2 finne,ϊ JJ),
& tamennonGinc 1,3·?· which is noc to be underftood (imply ofthe aft of fin- 

nS. n'lns ’ ^orn^° can i'VfMj biart is deane ? But in this fenfe :
b vbi rcgnw He nukes no t a trade of (inning: hee fionech noc withb pur- 

P°Meaiure and perfeverancfc; he doth not live, lie,’and 
mifwicoiJi* an- delight in finne;he (ufFers it not toraigne in him.Ifthen thou 
’"· allowed any luft in thy heart, or goe on in the willing pra-

ftife ofany oneknowne finne, or fenfuall courfe,andyetbe 
well conceited of thy felfe for comfort in the world to come 

cpraUs. 18. the 0evjU cozens thee: God will not c heart thy prayers, but 
apfiV«J.u. d wound the bairie fcalps of every fitch a one. For inflance: If 

thoulyeftin lying ;( for its one thing to be overtaken that 
way out of feare, or ere thou be aware, another thing to 
continue in it habitually and refolutely againft an illightned 
impenitent confidence) and yet looke for Heaven, thou art 
deceived; thou hafi vtade a lye thy refuge, and hid thy felfe 
under falfbood. And why ? becaufe Gods Word faith, that 
the Fearejnlly and UnMetving, And the Abominable, and 
Adurtherers, and Whoremongers, and Sorcerers, and Idda·^ 
ters, and all Lyers jhall have their part in the Lake rrbicb ■ 
bum et b with fire and brim ft one, which is the fecond death, 
Revel.^t.^. Conceive proportionably of lying in any other 
finne damned in Gods Bookein the fenfe I have faid, Ifthou 
abideft in the ftate of meere civill honefty, and yet thinkeft ■ 
with jhy felfe, that thou art thereby furnifhed fufficiently 
for future happineffe, it is butafalfe flafh. And why? Be- 
caufe the Word faith, without bolinejfe no man frail fee the 
Lord, Hebrews 12. 14, Which neceffarily implies; That 

eSitlieetilleTa-no meere 'civill man can poffibly be faved. If thou be a 
bibr^s’· fa ^“'^ke-watme Laodicean, and yet conceived thou art rid? e- 
scipio·’fa ii«t nough fpiritually, and lookeft to be faved; thou arc de;

why· Becaufe the Word faith; That Chrift · 
unquam in ;mti. .will fpew fuch a one out of his mouth, Revelation 3. Ϊ6. 
qui Romani cu* £ven as a fitter vomit is to the ftomacke, and mouth · 
puUScfaren-of man'that fpewes it out; fuch are all luke-warme 

forma1! ProfciTouvs to the Lord lefus Chrift, as himfelfe 
there profeffes, A terrible and flaming fentince, uttered 
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dayes of humiliation, bookes of beft relifh to a fpirituall 
tafte,&c. But now on the contrary fide, the preiumptuous 
confidence and groundlefie conceits,lie in the Pharifcesbo- 
ibme with much quierneffeand fecuritie 5 without doubting, 
difficukie,contradiiiion,orany fuchadoe.Tbereafonis, his 
carnall heart is well enough content, and meddles not; be- 
caufe it ftill feedes upon the delights of his darling finne, 
without difturbance. Satan is too fubtill to enterpofe, tempt, 
or interrupt, in fuchacafe. For hee well knoweth that his 
foundation is falfehood, his hope of heaven but a golden 
dreame; and therefore in policy he holds his peace, that hee 
may hold him the fatter.

Take notice by the way; that that very thing which makes 
many a true-hearted Chriftian to doubt of himfelfe, and of 
the foundnefie of his ipirituall Rate; ihould put him out of all 
doubt; even often exercife with doubts, temptations, multi­
plied attempts againft his faith, and afiiirance of Gods love; 
prayed againft, humbly refitted and oppofed with cleaving 
unto thetender-heartedneffeof Chrift, and truth ofhispro- 
mifes,though for the pre Cent hee hath little or no feeling; no 
fuch joy and peace info beleevingAnd that very thing up­
on which the deluded Orfes doe build,.and many times buaft' 
themfelves · to wit, that they -are untroubled, untempted, - 
in point offaith, and pretendedaffurance; may returnean in­
fallible remonftfance rotheir owneconfciences, that they are 
certainelyideceived. Fordoubtlede, that faith which h never 
aflauked with doubting, isbutafancy. Afiuredly that aflTu- 
rancewhichiseverfecure,isbutadreame. ManyaPharifee 
ftandsby the bed-fideof the fincere Profeflbr, vifited with 
affliftionof confcience,and many heavy temptation?; fecret- 
ly and fitifully pleafing himfelfin the unblefted calmenefle of 
a ground!effeconfidence,and in his freedomefrom fuch ter­
rors and ipirituall troubles: when as himfelfe is like an Oxe 
fatting in the greene paftures of impunity and outward prof- 
peri tie for the day of (laughter; But theaffli&dd party is as 
precious gold, purifying in the Lords refining furnace, that 
ha may afterward come out an 1 (hine more glorioufly.

4. In ’
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4. In char heart to which the Spirit of God certifies, 
that wee are His children, Rom, 8.16. doth the fame Spi­
rit create many fervent ejaculations, llrong cries, and unut­
terable groanings, veric 26. The teftimony of the Spirit 
is ever attended with the Spirit of Prayer. That glorious 
gliropfe ihining into the foule, and alluring it of filvad- 
on, is lb fweete, fo heavenly, fo ravilhing 5 lb tranfeendent 
and incomparably above all earthly joy, that it warmes 
the fpiric of a man with quickning life and I ibertie, to powre 
out it felfe in the prefence of his Lord and hjs God, be­
fore the Throne of Grace: fbmetimes in more hearty trium­
phant:, and as it were, winged prayers: at other times, in 
thofe which are more faint and cold, yet edged .with in­
finite defires, that they were mQreifeiiven^pnditbeKfore 
by the way, as h were, mingled, and perfumed wichjhe 
fbverajgne and'fatisfa&ory incenfe in. the Golden Cenfer, 
which the Angell of the Covenant, holds in his hand, are 
gracioufly· accepted of him, which by an excellency and 
title of high:ft honour, is ftiled the Hearer of- Prayers: or atPM. 57. 1 „ . ...

aPioumquehoc leaft/wich unexpreflable a groanes and inward· wreftlings, 
mYX^quimter-fi>r prefervadon, recovery, and enlargement of that fame 
monibw.agitur; comfortable aflurance it ielfe, and of all other holy grr- 

ces and fruits of the Spirit, purity of heart·,, cop quell oyer 
corruption, ncerer Communion with ,QpdijfpirjtqalJ-nvn- 

m^Xdoomi-dedne$, and fuch other heavenly, gueftsj ajnongft.whom
numWijn mPfi. jt js wont to dwell with, delight,.and «prefent it felfe 

more comfortably. Bur now on the other fidej every 
deluded Pharifee is a -meere ftranger to the power ofPray- 
er. His preliimption 5nd ground!»· IL confidence, is bupa 
weede which will grow of its owne accord; jipd there- 

, fore is not fenfible of any neceflkie, neither feeles any want 
of conftant prayer from a broken heart : univerfall obe­
dience ; or the holy precifenefle of the Saints to fup- 
port it.

5. An aflurance of Gods Love upon fore ground, doth 
mightily quicken, keene,, and fpurre forward the ingenuous 

. Chriftian co more holinefle, hatred of finne, refolution in 
good 
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good caufcs, watchfulnefle over his heirt, walking with 
God : Having thefe promife/, faith hee, let meecleanfemyfi’.fe icot.j.i. 
from all filthinejfe of the fief andftirit, perfecting holinejfe in 
the fears of God: Having this hope, I will labour topurifie 
my felfe, even at Hee it pure. To let the principal! motive I Ieh ? ; 
paffc, it is impoflible bat that the feeling confcioufncffe that 
Gods free love, through Chrift, hath freed us from eternity 
oftorments; onehoure wherein, is infinitely more flinging 
and terrible, than all the tortures that all mankinde hath, 
doth, or (hall endure, from the Creation to the end of the 
world; and certainely interefled us to etemitie of joyes, one 
houre wherein, doth incomparably fiirpafle all the delights 
of this wide world, were they colle&ed into onelumpeof 
pleafure; I fay, it cannot be, but that fiich an afliirance 
ihould ftirre up the blefled foule to doe or fuffer any thing 
for Chrift fake; rather to die than turne Papift,· to dee 
worthily in Ephrata, and Veefamonr in Bethlehem. But now 
the other groundlefie confidence, being in truth butafancie, 
muft needs be powerlefle, fruitlefle, unaftive; and makes 
the deluded ratherfecure, carelefle, prefumptuous, onely for*

. mall.
<5 The blefled Spirit is wont to fpring in our hearts, with 

heavenly refrefhing, and his fweeteft teftimonie; especially 
at fuch times as thefe: When wee retire and recolleft our 
felves to converfe with God in a morefolemne and fblitary 
manner ; opening our conferences, breaking our hearts, and 
powring out· our fouleS into his bofome: when Wee are 
preparedly and fruitfully exercifed in the Ordinances: in our 
innocent patient fufferings, for goodcanfes and confcience 
fake: when we feele that we have conquered or well curbed, 
fome corruption, by the power of Prayer; in the beleeving’ 
contemplation and revile of our change, and the infallible 
markes thereof: when we meditate effeftually upon the hot- 
tomlefle depth of Gods free love unto us, with which hee 
hath loved us from everlafting to everlafting; upon dayes of 
humiliation, &tc. But that other counterfeit flafh. keeper a 
deluded Pharifee in a (boles Paradife continually 5 hee is ordi­

narily
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narily ac all rimes alike peremptory in che point of afliirance. 
Yon (ball not take him any weeke in the yeare, any day in 
the weeke, anyhourc in the day, without a bold perfwafi- 
011, and proteftation, if neede be, T hat hee hopes to bee 
faved as well as the precifeft. Hee is as confident this way, 
when hee is ravelling againft the puritie of the Saints and 
power ofGodlinefle; as when hee is the deepeft in his Phari- 
faicall devotions.

7. The prefumption ofthe Pharifeeis ordinarily at the 
height, in his height of outward proiperity; and when Godt 
Candle (hineth fairelieft upon his head with worldly bleP 
fings. But the perfwafion of the Chriflian, Is for che moft 
part chen ftrongeft, when the world moft frowhcth upon him 
for his forwardnefle 5 and in heate of perfccution.

8. Thofe that’are deluded with a groundlefle confidence, 
have ordinarily beene fo conceited of themfelves, ever fince 
they may remember, or had any thoughts’ of heaven^ and 
that without confcioufnefle of any .converfion, change, or 
fupernaturall faving work upon their (dulesat all.For though 
the devil! fealcs it with more fecuritie upon their hearts, by 
his counterfeit Angelicall glory 5 yet hefindes matter enough 
in our corrupt nature, miniflred originally for fuch a golden ' 
dreame,and imaginary caftle in theaire. But the teflimony 
ofthe Spirit, and that other true perfwafion is fuperpaturali, 
and never felt before converfion; nor ever to be found bur 
in a regenerate foule. I doubt not, but many chriftians to 
their Angular comfortand further affurance, can tell the ex­
perience of both: Their bold peremptory ill grounded pre- 
fumption in their unregenerate time: and their now true, 
kindely, fweet perfwafion, fo much envied and a (faulted by 
Satan accompanying their converfion,

9. Naturallprefumption,guilded over with the devilsde- 
lufion,ever (htinkes in the wetting. Troubles ofconfeience, 
fiery trials, heavie erodes, the face of the Prince of terrour, 

.difaftrousand difmall times diflblve ic into nothing. But 
the other trne teftimony holds out like armour of proofe, 
againft chickeft haileihor of all adveiiary power: Nay, it is 

wont 
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wonttoihineand (hew it felfe with united vigorand more 
lightfomenefie within ; in the greateft dampe of outward 
diicomforts, and moft confufions abroad.

10. The Chriftian can give found reafonsforhisrefolu- 
tion, in the point ofailhrance5from his converfion,holy con- 
verfation, love of the brethren, univerfall obedience, See, 
thoie meanes I mentioned before proper to the child of God. 
But put the Pharife to prove in this cafe^nd perhaps he will 
not be able to lay fo much as his formall deluded brother, 
Luke 1^,11.12. Surelam, all that hee can produce for that 
purpofe,being tried by the Touch ftone of Gods Truth,will 
prove too light and inconfequent. Revife the falfe mediums 
and inefficient grounds difeovered before, and you (hall 
perceive, that none of them can poffibly inferre a comforta­
ble condufion.

11. The Liodicem longs farre more for gold,than growth 
in grace; thinkes himfelfe already rich enough in Religion, 
and that hee hath attained that very temper which every 
Wife man ihould reft upon, without any more medling: 
that if hee ihould ftirre forward, hee ihould be too precife;if 
he ihould grow any worfe, he ihould be tooprophane 5 and 
therefore concludes, Ihaveneerfe of nothing. Buctheillighce- 
ned Chriftian, having truely rafted ofthe afliirance of Gods 
love, is infinitely greedy of growing in grace, of conque­
ring corruption», of neerer communion with bis Chrift,of 
doing his God all the moft glorious fincere fervice hee can 
poffibly, before he goedowne into the pit, and be ftene no 
more, his performances by the grace of God, are many, bis 
endeavoures moe, but his defires endlefie, and ever a unfatif-asemperubi die. 
fied with his degree of well-doing,his prefent pitch ofgrace 
andmeafure of obedience. id quod noadun

Thus having premifed a difcovery of fpirituall felfe-deceit, 
whereby many fo over-value themfelves, in point of their manfiiUsiaurein 
fpiritualleftate,that they conceive they are very right,where-
as in truth and tryall,they are flarke rotten at the root;Their 1 o■ Sc verges wd- 
cafe herein, is like that mans; who lying faftafleepe uponMiW'''?WJ‘zf’ 
the edge of a ftcepe Rocke, dreames merrily of (Jrownes,

Z King-
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Kingdomes, and the very confluence of all earthly content­
ments ; conceiving thathee wallowes himfelfe inthe over­
flowings ofall worldly felicities; butupon the fudden flat­
ting for joy, breakes hisneckej and tumbles into the bot- 
some of the Sea. They are lulled aifeepe by the deluding 
charmesoftheDevill, upon their beds ofprefumptuous fe- 
curitiej all their life long, dreaming of no danger at all, blit. 
ever confident their caieis good enough to God-ward: but 
their confciences being awaked upontheirbeds ofdeath, or 
atfartheftjatGodsTribunall, they are fuddenly fwallowed 
aip of difpaire,and drowned in everlafting perdition. I come 
now to fore-warneand fore-arnae the true Chriftian, that 
with all watchfulnefle andconftancie, he would everlabour 
so prevent and defeate the fecret aflaults and infinuations 
«f that white Devill, as a worthy Divine callsit, Spiri­
tual! pride, Aguilded poyfon, whichSatan, that cunning 

and hclliih Spider, doth firft extraft out of the 
very fweeteft and faireft flowers in Chrifts Garden 5 I meane, 
themoftholyvertues and heavenly gifts emplanted in his 
Childrens hearts; and then thereby loenvenoms and blade· 
«hem, that they lofe not onely their owne native fplendour 
andgracefulnefle, but alfo their fruitful! communication to 
others, and comfortable acceptation with God. I fay, when 
he fees a man extraordinarily enriched with ipirituall graces, 
hefeekes might and maine to make him/well with privy- 
pride; and topuffe him with an overweening conceit of 
hisowneworth;that fo the Chriftian himfelfe may want 
the comforcofthem;his brethren,thefruitofthem;and God,' 
the glory of them. When the ftrong man can no longer 
keepe goodneffe out of the foule, but the holy Ghoftwith* 
a merciful! violence breakes in upon him and dwels there: 
his next endeavour is, to abufe even Grace it felfe, as an un­
happy inftrument,to weakeirand wound it felfe,nay ,fo fub- 
till is he, and endleflc in his attempts,that if he cannot make 

vin^ori* aman proud ofany thing elfe, hee will labour to make him 
«oBKrapwvanift* proud that be is not proud, and to glory vainefy, becaufe he ir 

vaine-gloriour. The original!and breeding.ofthis tanker
3Π- 1
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in rhe fan&ified ibule, I have difcovered in my Difcourfeof 
true Happincfe,pag.2^, and there made tender offome cor- 
rofivesand counterpoyfons againgft it. To which at this 
timeladde thefe:

When thou beginneftwith an’over-weening conceited 
admire thy ielfe immoderately and above that which is meet, 
caft thine eyes.

1. Upon the purity and piercing of Gods all-feeing Eye, 
ten thoufind times brighter than the Sunne, and purer than 
purity it felfe 5 which fees finne to be infinitely more finfull 
and loathfome than thou canft poflible: whereby His holy 
Juftice is incenfed with infinite indignation, and unquench­
able feverity againft it.Witnei!e the turning into DevilSjir- 
recoverable dettruiiion, and everlafting downefall offe> ma­
ny glorious creatures, the top and mafter-piece,asitwere,of 
all Gods handy worke,(hining once fo fairely in chehigheft 
heaven, and neereft unto his Emperiall Throne; The curfe 
which fell upon Adam and all his pofteritie, for eating the 
forbidden fruit: The confnfions which came upon thefirft 
world by the flood: The burning ofSodome with fire and 
brimftone from heaven: The fearefull reje&ionofhis owne 
ancient people, The horroursof a guilty enraged conici- 
ence, which is a hell upon earth, and damnation above 
ground: The everlafting fire which is prepared for repro­
bate men and Angels, &c. Neither doth this brigheft Eye 
onely fee all thy finnes in their native foulenefle, but alio its 
their trueft number, Thou perhaps, for want of more ipi- 
ritualleye-falve,beholdeftthem but as ftarres in a gloomie 
evening; butaflure thy felfe,He fees them, as moates in the 
Sunne, and as Starres in the deareft winters midnight. Me­
thinks,this mortifying meditation ihould rather make thee 
grow into further deceftation of finne, then admiration of 
thy felfe.

2. Vpontheincomprehenfible perfe&ions and abfohite 
pureneile of Gods moft holy nature: the fplendour where­
of doth dazlethecleereft eyesofthe brighteft Seraphims 
doth drowne, as it were, all Angelicall glory 5 as theDunnes
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prefence, the light of teller ftarresjmuch more doth it utterly 
darken the materiall beauty of all the lights in heaven. Were 
the Sunne which is mideall of brightneffe, and the ever- 
fpringingfountaine of freih fhining bcames, prefented be­
fore that unapproachable Light which befets Gods tiered 
Throne ;it would vaniih away, as adarkefome monte and 
lumpe of vanity. Where then would a fraile finful 1 man in a 
houfeof flefh appears ? Behold, faith lob,heput notr/ifiinbis 
Servants 5 and bis Angels bee charged with folly: bow much kjfe 
on them that dwell in houfes of clay, wbofe foundation it in the 
dufi,which are crushed before the Adot b,Chap.4.18,19. Behold, 
heputtetbnotrufin his Sainis· yea the heavens are not chare 
in his fight: how much more abominable and filthy is man, which 
drinketh iniquitie like waters' Chap. 15.15, 16. Behold events 
the Moone, and it fhinetb not, yea, the far res arc not pure in 
his fight: how much lefft man, that is a Worme: and the fonne of 
man whichis aWorme? Chap. 25.5,6. A glimple, as it were, 
ofthathigheft glory, fhiningeverlaflingly in that pureft in- 
created Eflence, God blefled for ever, did make righteous 
lob to abhorre himfelfe, and repent in dufi and afhes: Holy 
Jfaiab to cry. Woe is mee, for I am undone. And fo if thou 
alio turne chine eye from the vanity of felfe-admiration, to­
ward the infinite Sonne of abfolute and incomprehenfible 
purity 5 and then refleft upon thy felfe, as he that hath gazed 
too much upon our vifible Sunne, looking downeagaine 
feeth nothing ; thou (halt behold the nothingnefle of thine 
overweaned worth, and nothing but darknefte and defor- 
mitie 5 and fo (halt finde infinite more matter of humiliation 
and abhorring thy felfe in duft and aihes, than of felfe- 
eftimation and conceitednefle.

j. Vponthecleere Criflall of Gods pure Law, which 
can difeover unto thee the leaft fpot that ever ftained fo 
much asany one of thy thoughts; (bines with that perfeft * 
light, that it would guide aright every ftep which thou rui- 
keft in the way which is called Holy, and is of that latitude 
for prohibition offinne, and leading to purity and exaS;

;. pleafingof God: that though wee may fie an end of all yer- 
feStioB,
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fettion, yet it it exceeding broad. Andtlereforc though fuch 
as hate to be reformed,efpecially, if their confciences be wa­
king and working, are draw ne to a particular and punftuall 
ftrvey of themfelves and all their wayes in thi2 pure Criflall, 
even as a Beare to the flake, a Bankerout to liis counting 
booke,an Elephant to the unmudded water, a foule face to 
the Looking-glaile: They are well enough content to heare 
the Commandementsread, reflraining their underftandings 
onely to the grofle a&s, Thou fait not /y//, &c. and perhaps 
j uftifying themfelves Phar i fa ically thereabouts; but come to 
the holy ftri&nefle of Chrift expofltion, Whomever looketb 
on a Woman to luti after her, hath committed adxlterie with 
her already in hit heart3&c. and it (hikes full cold to their 
irppqre hearts, and caufeth them to cry out again# the 
men of God, Why doe you torment us before ourtimes?! 
fay, though it be thus with the unregenerate, by reafon of ' 
their guilty and gauled conferences; yet let it be thy delight, 
who arc blefled with an everlafting impregnable protection, 
by the blood and meric of lefus Chrift, from the curfe and 
rigour of the Law, to perufe thy felfe punctually by this 
heavenly Looking-glafle, for the difcoverie of thy de­
feats and aberrations, and to dive with fearch ing and feri- 
ous meditation, into this adoreddepth of perfection and 
puritie, to fee how farre thoucomeft ffiort: and then thoa 
(halt finde infinite more caufe to prefle bard towards the 
nwke, then to looke upon that whichis behinde, or proud­
ly to prize any thing that is paft. Onely, I advife,when thou 
fees thy felf thus folemnely to rip up thy confcience,and ran- 
facke thy heart to theroote, to bring itdowne and into the 
duft, for increafe of humiliation and lowlinefle in tbine 
owne eyes :as thou holdeft out in the one hand the cleare 
Criflall ofGods pure Law, to difeover the crookednefle 
ofthy vile naturalldi(pofition,thevillaniesandskarletabo- 
minations of thine unregenerate time, thedayly (pots and 
ftaines which light upon thy foule, &c. hold out alfoin the 
other hand, or rather lay hold upon Chrift lefts by the hand 
of faith, hanging, bleeding, and dying upon the Crofle, for
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thofe very fame finnes; that'thereby thou mayeft utterly 
quench all Satans fiery darts, prevent drawing towards de- 
fpaire; nay, preferve thy ipirit in Tweeted peace,and uncon­
querable comfort againft, if it be poflible,the leaft diftruftfull 
intrufion ofany flaviih terrour.

4. Vponthe holieft men that ever breathed, the life of 
grace upon earth, and the moft renowned in the Church tho- 
sow all generations, for all fpirituall fufficiencies and excel­
lencies 5 and thou.(halt finde them ever moft humble· in their

Τλβ y.H· owne conceits;, vileft in their owne eyes, nothing in their 
owneaccount. Mee thinkes holy Pauls heavy complaint, 0 
wretched man that I am, who (hall deliver met from the body of 

pf>!. »».«.& j?. this death ! Heavenly Davids continuall cry, lamaworme 
3· δ« 50 j. and no man : Ί-here is no red in my bones, b ecaufe of my finnei

My finne is· ever before me, &c. Blefled Bradfords abafing 
himfelfe, who was one of the worthieft Martyrs, and the 
Heavenlieft minded man tbatever breathedout his laft in the 
flames, and afcended to heaven in a fiery chariot, ashimfelfe 

3. fpake at the ftake: lam as dry as a fione, faith he, as dumbe as 
anajh 5 as farre from praying· as he that never fyew any tails 
of it. He fometime fubfcribed in this manner to thofe Let­
ters which were full of fpirituall life, div ineftflraines, and 
demonftration of the Spirit: The mod miftrable, hard-hearted^ 
tmthankefidl finner, lohn Bradford : A very painted Hypo­
crite. I.B. &c. I fay, Me thinkes, the humble deportment 
©fthefeandall truely holy Ones ihould rather make thee 
iinke yet lower in thine owne conceit, then fwell with the 
poyfon of Pharifaicall felfe-conceitednefle»

• 5. Keepe inareadinefle, and in freih remembrance fuch 
coniideratlons and cooling cards, as it were, as thefe; when 
thy heartbegic[s to fwell vaine-glorioufly: That thou had- 
deft thine baud<in that fire-worke,. which blew up all man- 
Idnde; I meane, in Adams tranfgreffion, that broughtforth 
fuch a bloody fea of finne and·forrow into the World; fuch 
a world of miferies and mifchiefes upon all the fonnes and 
daughters of Adam; all tortures upon earth,and torments in 
Held thorow all eternity :That thou cameft into this world, .

q _ ’ afinke^



comfortable walking with Godt 345
a finke,a Sodome,a very hell ofall filth and impuritie; of 
all corruption and crookednefle,even a little Devillfordark- 
nefle and damnation : that thou wofully loft and mikfpentft 
many yeares,perhaps the belt of thy time,ftrength ofyouth, 
flowre of thy age in Satans fervice, and upon thy owne abo­
minable luftsrThat now upon thy converfion, the meere 
worke of Gods free grace, thou being honoured with part in 
Chrifts Pallion, with the prefence of the blefled Spirit dwel­
ling in thee, with the higheft advancement of being Gods 
Favorite, the dearely beloved of hit foule; yet the beft Sab- ier. ,,.7= 
bath that thou paflefl over, the holieft duty that thou per- 
formeft,isdiftainedand diftempered with fo many imper- 
feftions, diftra&ions, frailties,and failings :That while thou 
yetinhabiceft-a houfe of flefh, thou haft inherent in thy 
bowels, Secret feedes, and inbred inclinations co all finne, 
( Blefle the ian&ifying Spirit for thy priviledge and prefer- 
vation) even to Atheifme,ielfe-murder,Sodomy, defpairing 
of Gods mercy,familiarity withi wicked fpirits, finne againft 
the Holy Ghoft, &c. That whereas thouiands about thee 
goeonintheirfinnes,andperifh everlaftingly, thy felfe, it 
may be before thy change; worft than mofeof them; yet 
now being fan&ified, thou mayeft be allured, thy name 
was writ inHeaven, from alleternitiejand therefore from 
everlafting thou layeft in the bofome of Gods love;«'and 
from the fame everlafting had the Lordlefus, fee a part to 
ihed his blood in the fulnefleof time, for the falvation of 
thy foule; and have patience but a little, and everlafting re- 
freihing (hallcome from the prefence of theLord: thou 
(haltfhineasthe brightneffeof the firmament forever and 
ever. And in all this who made thee to differ ? Thou waft: 
framed of the fame mould, made, as it were, of the fame 
cloth, onely the (heares going betweene, with thofe that 
perifh; It was onely Gods free grace, the good pleafire of 
hit will. Thefe and the like confiderations layde together, 
ihould infinitely rather move thee with all humble re­
verence to adore the bottomleflc depth of Gods free 
love unto thee; then conceitedly to magnjfie thy felfe a=
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have thy brethren, or proudly infult over' thofe that are 
witbmii topraifethyGod with a never fatisfied admirati­
on of his unconceiveable bounty, then to plague thy foule, 
and, as it were, empoyfon thy. graces withan humour of 
pride, ! ·

6. Thou muftihortly be ftri&Iy accountable at the juft' 
TribunallofGod, for the ufe and imployment of all the 
good things hee hath given unto thee ;of thy life and every 
moment ofit; of thy goods and every farthing of them·, of 
every word thou ever fpokeft ; of every thought that ever 
iprung out of thy heart; ofevery Sermon thou ever heardft ; 
ofevery Sabbath thou haft folemnized; ofevery line thou, 
haft write; ofevery glance of thine eye; of every journey 
thou haft made,&c. of thy wit, memory, learning; ofthy 
ftrength,courage, credit; of thine honour, power,and high 
place: In a word, of every benefit or any good thing in any 
kiode thou ever receivedft from the bountifnll and blefled 
hand of Almighty God. And the moeand more excellent and 
extraordinary endowments, and gracious indulgences have 
(beene vouchfafed thee from the ever-fpringing Fountaine of 
all good : the more exa&ly muft thou beanfwerable, andin 
proportion accountable for more. Wherefore, fith the gra­
ces of fibration incomparably excell and oudhine all other 
humane abilities; all excellencies of nature, arc,policie,lear­
ning, or what elie can be named admirable in the eyes of 
men; God lookes that wee ihould keepe thole heavenly- 
Jewels efpecially orient-, bright and (Lining; communicate 
them-moft frankely and abundanly to our brethren; and 
with allwatchfulneffeand wiiedome upon all opportunities., 
iniploy them to our Matters greateft and-moft glorious ad­
vantage. Now there is nothing more hinders the fruicfulll 
improvement of them than Pride: Nothing makes them 
more payable and profitable than Humility. A proud man 
pufe up with an opinion of his good parts, doth ordinarily, 
out ofan itching ambitious humour,fingle out luch feafons 
for dilcovery of himfelfe, and oftencacionof his gifts; when 
heg may winne moft applaufe^from men. and fhew him- 
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ielfe vaine-glorioufly · and thereupon is wore rare, dainty, 
and reserved in exercifing his talent. But a downeright bum­
ble Chriftian is in thiskinde unrefervedly and indifferently 
for all places, times, and perfons; where, and when he may 
bring glory unto God, good unto others, comfort to his 
owne foule in difcharging a good conference. Hee dares not 
forhis heart, either out of humour, or for feare hee ihould 
make himfelfe too cheapens they fay, or any other vaine re- 
ipeft, conceale any thing in his heart or braine, were it the 
higheft ftraine of his heavenly skill, or any experimental! 
iecret in the myfiery offbrifi3 from the meaneft Chriftiarr, 
could he wifely and feafonably thereby doe him any ipiri- 
tuallgood. Let us therefore infinitely abhorre, by filthy 
vaine-glory, to ftaine the glory, andblaftthefruitfulnefie 
of our graces 5 but rather with all humilitie andwatchful- 
neffe obferve and apprehend all the wayes,occafions and cal­
lings, whereby wemayglorifie God moft with them, and 
improvethem bell·for our Lords advantage; that fo wee 
may giveup our account at the great and univerfall Audite, 
with more favour,and enter more comfortably into our Ma­
ilers joy.

7. Let thefearc and forefight ofthe many fearefull effeihv 
and much ill that certainely followes, and is ever found 
where the white DevilJ, fpirituall pride, haunts, hunt it out 
of thy heart, and keepe a continuall narrow watch againft 
all its (lie infinuations. Befides that it plagues the foule that 
harbours ir, with many fpirituall miferies,diftempers, difac- 
quaintance with God ( for Hee is ever moft familiar with 
thofe who are moft humble) Pharifeical( fwelljngs, inflam- 
ma.ionsof furious zeale, and the like; it ever proves alfo 
ofpeftilcnt confequence and prejudice to the common ftate 
ofgoodnefle, to rhe bonourand acceptation of Chriftia­
nitie. r. A truely proud profeifour, puffed up with his 
gifts andfuppofed fuffrtiencies; which wickedly aimes more 
at vaine-glory, than glorifying God; at his owne praife, 
than profiting others,is for the moft part very irkefome, te­
dious and burdenfome to the company of humble, wife, ju- 
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dicious Chriftians.For ordinarily he is over-talkative, (wife 
to fpeake, and too full of words; farre more forward to over­
rule and domineere, inoppofing, moderating, refolving, 
thanjmw Men that can render a reafon, An itching humour 
after applaufe, and of carrying away the credit, for abilitie 
to difeourfe,and eminencie above others, puts him on too 
often tO powre out himfelfe indifcreetly aud impertinently 
in allcompanies, toprefle and obtrude upon ochers with 
much verball importunitie,and unconquerable[ftiffenefle,his 
mafter-like conceits, without due Deleft or feafonable ob- 
fervationofthe humble abilities and fufficiencies ofby-ftan- 
.ders, and that many times, when he hath neither calling, 
fitnefle, efficacie of matter, or power of the holy Ghofl. And 
dfamandoe not prefently upon the bare and firft propofiti- 
on, accord, and accommodate his judgement to every cir- 
cumftance of whatfoever hee holds, and fquare exa&Iy to his 
Oracles jhebegins to (hake the head, as though he were a 
loft man, and is ready ipfifa&o^ to excommunicate him out 
of his confcience. Ifpeakenotthus, to flop the current of 
comfortable talke,edifying difcourfe,and fruitful] conference 
in any true-hearted Nathaneeb, There is infinitely more need 
to ftirre them up, and quicken them comore forwardnefle 
and forth-putting this way at Chriftian meetings: but one­
ly to imitate the vaine-glorious, empty, opinionative taU 
kativeneffe of fuch as are poflefled with this white DevilL 
2. Such anone alfo is wont to be too auftere,cenfbrious5 
fowre,and imperious in his carriage towards thofe which are 
without; whereby he becommeth; both a flumbling blocke 
to them in their way to Chriftianity; and brings alfo an un= 
neceflary, fcandalous, falfe afperfionupon the wayes of 
God, and yoke of Chrift, as though they were harih, heavy9 
andunpleafant; whenas they are moft fweete,eafie,and a- 
miable.'I know full well,there is not the wifeft,holieft,hum<> 
bleft, difereeteft Chriftianalive,can fbpoflibly beare,andbe= 
&avehimfelfe; butprophaneneflewill plague him with flan- 
Serous imputations ofany kinde.bltn Cbrift our Mader was 
not free this way 5 which of his fervants thancan3 dare, or 
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will expeft and defire exemption? Blefled be God, that our 
good names are oyled,ib chat che inke will noc fticke which 
is cait upon them. There is fcarce a religious ProfefTor, efpe- 
cially ofrefolutionand fpirit to be found, but fome men of 
the world will charge him with furlinefleand pride.Wherc-. 
as many times,not only the imputation is mif-grounded,mif- 
taken, miffe-impuced, fattened upon him for the moft parr, 
by reafon of his i. inconformity to the courses cf the world, 
and corruptions of the times, 2. unfociablenefle with pro­
fane men, 5. refolution and undantedneflein good caufes, 
4.innocencyandindependency,whichbeget boldnefleand 
braveneffe ofminde,&c.But alfo thofe feilowes themfelves, 
who fb (lander him; becaufe their confciences were never 
illighcened with fight, fenfe, and acknowledgement of the 
fouleneffe of finne, their owne vilenefie, the exaftnefle of 
Gods Law, purity of his rood holy Nature, feveritie and 
certainety of his Judgements ; cannot poffibly chufe but’be 
paffingly proud. Yet for all this, I would advite all thote 
whohavein earned given their names toChrif^ that they 
would walke warily, and Co demeane themfelves,'that they 
give no juft offence in this kinde. For when they have tryed 
both wayes,they ihallfinde, that mercifulnefle andmeeke- 
nefle to thofe which arc without 5 hurailitie and humanitie; 
affable, courteous, and loving deportment; and fo becom- 
ming all things to all men in Pauls fenfe, and fb farre as wee Cu|o(- ? , 
may with a good con(cience,is the better way,fubfcribed un- > P«· ? · 8. 
to by the manifold experiences ofwifeft andworthkftChri-,Cori’·”· 
flians, co winne honour to our prcfeffion,togaine moe unto
Gods fide,and co preferve our (elves in as much peace amidft 
anaughey and crooked generation, as holinefle will poffibly 
permit.3,God in his juft lodgement gives over fuch an One -η, 
fometimes to fantafticallopinions,odde andabfurd tenents,‘ 
fwarving braineleffely and fenfeleily from the holy bar---.r
mony of confefiions,and ourblefled pure Orchodoxe Ar- 
tides of Religion; the truth whereof, every honed man, if . 
need required, ought to feale with his blood t which when '
iuperficialn till·,and its ordinary conforc,felfe-conccicednefle3

have -
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have unhappily brought forth, by the midwifery of a kinde 
offpirituall wantonneflejbethcy never fo monilrous and 
miffhapen, yet fome giddy heads will hearken and hanker 
after them ; fo that many times manyweake, ungrounded, 
unftable young beginners in Profefiion,are 1 imed,and woful- 
lyentangled3as we fee too often in our ch iefeftGitie,whence 
enfees an incredible deale ofpre)udice,hurtandhjnderance, 
even to the common fate of goodnefle ; to the honour and 
acceptation ofCbriftianitie. For thereupon is raifedacry in 
all conventicles of goodfellowfhip, & confiftories ofwo^ld- 
ly wifedome: That thefe forward profeflcurs will allturnc 
pbantafticall, Familifls, Anabaptifts, Arrians, anything. 
Which cry awakes the eye of State-jealoufie ; and io by an 
unworthy confequent, dr awes upon thofe who are true of 
heart,-even Gods belt fervants, and the Kings belt fubje&s, 
difcountenance,fufpicions,if not moleftations; unneceflari- 
ly, caufelefly. Forfomigbt yee roote up your Rofe-trees, 
becaufe a worme idmetlmes breeds in the fweeteftbud, So 
might yee excinguilh Monarchies from the face of the earth, 
becaufe they fometimes degenerate into tyrannies.So might 
yee conceive ill of Peter, and the reft of the Apofflcs, becaufe 
ladar proved naught, &c. 2. Sometimes he fuffers him to 
fall into fome grofle finne, in theface of the World, and be­
fore the watchfull eye of icornefull enemies; the infamy and 
fcandalJ whereof being once on wing3flie abroad asfwiftas 
the Eagles of the Heavens over a whole Countrey, over a 
Kingdome· the Devils and their drunken trumpetters are 
fpeedy Dromedaries to carry fuch newest and this concur­
rent cry refounds from all places with much wicked triumph 
and infultation : Toit fit now rvbat thefe Profejjorr are ■ One fo 
famous for his forwardnefle, is fallen into fuch a groflefinne, 
and fo notorioufly; They art even all alike, &c. Which by 
accident,and in the event redounds too often, to the inexpi­
able difgrace of our holy profetTion,rhe ftrengLhening of the 
ftubborne, the ftaggering of the ftrong, the Hunting of thofe 
which arecomming on, the hindering of the weake, the 
.hardening of the wicked, the chaining of the /corner, farret 

fafter 
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fader to bis chaire of peftilence. Woeunto him by whom 
fuchoffence doth come ; except by a remarkeable repentance 
and recovery, after blefled Davids example, he re-edabliiht 
himfelfe in the hearts of Gods people, and flop the mouthes 
of theadverfariesjwho are equally guiltieof impenicencie, 
as of farre, perhaps, groffer impieties. Aisfin doth excel­
lently exprefle, and co chelife,thewylinefleof the wicked, 
aad humour ofthe world upon fuch unhappie occafions. h™. 
There was,as it feemes, fome fuch fcandalous accident be-
fell in his family. Whereupon hee writes an Epi/Wetothe nevcob pawr.’ 
Minifters,Seniours,and whole Citie of Hippo: and heartily rf 
intreacs them all, a that themfelves would not therefore either piccarc, veide 

faint in that Chriftian courfe, and holy Profejfon ; or fall 
fule with fitfpicions aiid cenfures upon all, for the fault/ of a danns nuhm 

few: fir there is nofocietie fo happy, which is notJhincd with 
fome villany. Although, faith he, difcipline be exercised in my in qua non aii- 

family with a watchfull eye,yet lam a man, and Hue among f
men 5 and therefore cannot preftsme that mine houfe fhould be menc Quantum ·. 
better than the Arke of Noah·, than the houfe of Abraham·, than ςψίί,ι'sJn>u''" 

the houfe of Ifaac· than the houfe of Jacoby than the houfe of Da- mex.Homj f<m, 
vid, &c. In all which, fime were naught ·,nay,than the family of
Jefut Chrift, in which there war-'· traitour and a thiefe. Lift- arrogate audeo, 

ly, than Heaven it felfe, from which the Angels fill. But that meito?fi'q”ra 

which I would principally'have you take notice of in that Area Noe j obi 

Epiftle, and for which I fpeciaily mention it, is Aufinsem- homnei"epro-° 

phaticalljelegantjandeffeftiull expreiling the eager,itching, 
ambitious humour of the wicked, to father and faflen the ijorfi^quimdo’. 

faults offome upon the whole generation ofthe juft. Inflant, « 
filth he, Satagunt, ambiunt ·, I cannot exprefle their full lig- AnciUam&Shun 

nificaocyin Englifi : but cartel his meaning is ;They every 
way, and infinitely labour, chat when iome profeflors of ho- ΐ raileddeduct 

linefle havefoulcly fallen indeed,or be only fo (tendered,the
dilexi, Efau au- 

tem odiobabuhau' melior fit quam domus ipfiusTacob,nbi Icflum patris filiusincUlavit^u: melioe 
Grquam domus infills David,eujus (ilius cumfoiore contubuit.cujus alter filius cont apatrista*n fan. 
fiam manluctudinem rcbcl|ivit,S:c.au·. melior quamcohabiutioipfiusOominiChriili m qua nr.de- 
cem boni, pcifidum & lurcm ludam tokravetunt: ai t me iorfir po(lrem0,quam caln^'inde Angell 
cccidcrunt. Ciim de aliquibuSiquiiaiiilum nomen profinencur, aliquid criminis, vel falfiut.s fumel J 
ctic, vel veri patutrit·: iuftan·, feagunc,ambiun:3 ur de omnibus hoc ciedarur-

World -
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World would beleeve, That they are all fuch. Doe you not 
thinke in his time die World did thusinfultandexclaime3or 

«π,τ.ίΐ in the like manner upon Loir fall; Here now you iee*Puri- 
tan Lot2 who cou^ noc en^ure £be g°°d fellowfliip of the 

Lot: " A Sodomites ;he is now himfelfe feized upon by Inceft, They 
are ^warrant you. In Davids time : Whar,

ihtr thus Davidl aman fo preci(e,thac he profefleth a Iyar (hallnot tar- 
ry iHhis fight,?/*!. IO I. Hath he taken away another mans 

t,tut wife? Tort fit now what they are all3&c. Proportionably in 
ti^bain-iiZre(and ic wifi [behumour ofthofe thachareto 

be reformed co the worlds end, fo to calumniate) if any who 
The Vocation 
P^51> S’ have given their names unto Chrift,. be detcfted, nay, or 

fuipefted of any notorious icandalous crime, it is a fufficent 
warrant for the wicked to raife a generail cry, and proclaims 
every where; They are all alike. And good fellowes, as they 
call them, willtbinke themfclves wronged, if the World 
thereupon doe notconceive the onely difference becwcene 
them and forward Profeflburs co be; that thefe carry things 
more cunningly, and have an art in concealing their mifear- 
riages.We,fay they,areplaine-dealiqgmen,andappeare,aswe 
are; weareflelh and blood, and muft have our pleafures;and 
therefore refreih our felves at many merry andjcviall mee­
tings : we fweare iometimes, and drinke, and game; and to 
tell you true, doe a great deale worfe; but without hypocri· 
fie: whereas the demure holy Ones beare chemielves more

. refervedly, weare a vizor in their viiible converfation, but 
aflure your felves,finne in fecret as well as we. Juft as Λιίϊίη 
faith in the foreciced place ;The wicked watch and obferve; 

a Onqncs (aks eC and if they (pie any of the better fide to fall, they would pre- 
fccted'nt, fed fendy have the world to thinke, a That the reft are all fitch

0,ieb they are not ever difeovered. Now the Lord rebuke thee, 
Satan,who(b infatuated the judgements, and blindeft the 

bNonpcriitfra- underftandings ofmen, otherwifeof good parts, and very 
^"«ω,φΐ* prni worldly wifejwhom thou wofully hoodwinked and hardneft 
fitenturquod non to their endlefle overthrow, i. That they Ihould wickedly 
pMg? ' and abfordly condemne b all for fome, whereby they barre 
i Pct. j 17. themfelves evedafthgly from the love of the Brotherhood,

2. That
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2.Thacthey ihould ereft Tribunals in other mens conicien» 
ccs ( which is Gods Royall prerogative J and fo mifcenfure 
their hearts, to their owne hardening. 3. That they ihould 
not be able todiicerne-betweene being haled-aadhurried; 
as it were, into fome finne, againft the generail purpofe of a 
mans heart, and praftl ie of Ms life, by the violence of fome 
temptation,paffion,or impetuous fudden infnarement,which 
heafter heartily bewailes with much bitternefle oflpirit,and 
exemplary repentance, willing,ifGod were lb pleafcd, to re- 
deeme the icandall of his fall with the (bedding of his blood; 
taking occafion thereupon to walke more warily, and todoe 
more nobly in the fervice of his God, all the dayes of his 
life rand a reiblved delightfull wallowingin variety ofluils, 
picafuresend grofle finnes,without any repentance orrefor- 
mationatall.

I conclude the whole point, and a good part of my mea­
ning in the words of an excellent-Writer, noc much altered.1 
I noconely hold klawfull co rejoycein thofegoods things, 
wherewith God hath blefled us in any kinde whatever, e- 
fpecially the faving giftsofthe holy Ghoftjbut a note of 
much unthankefulneffe, to entertaine them with a fallen and 
unfeeling diipofition.Yet all humane affedions and endow­
ments,wherein due reverence to God is wanting,areno bet­
ter than obicure clouds, hindring che influence of that blefled’ 
Light, which clarifies the foule ofman, and predifpofeth it 
unto the brightnefle ofeternall felicitie.So that infolent joy 
and overweening which a roan in the pride of his vaine ima­
gination, conceivethofbisowne worch,dochaboveailother ‘ 
palfions blaft our mindes, as it were, with lightning, and 
makeusrefleft our thoughts upon our owne feeminginhe- 
rentgoodnefle; forgetting the whilft Him, to whom weare" 
indebted for our very Being: and befides, it bl owes upon 
our gifts with fuch a malignant humour, that they alfo be-' - 
come unfruitful!; and unprofitable to others.

Thus much concerning the firft extreme and efronr in ma-^ 
naging our fpirituall eftare, to wit; a proud overprizing of 
our awne graces with a conceited over-weening felfe-eft^ 

mation,-:·
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mation. I come now to the fecond, which is, A deje&ed di- 
ftruftfull under-valuing of Gods mercies,the promiies of life 
and grace which we poifefle.

And here I cannot hold, but muft,even with fome indigna­
tion 3expoflulate and conteft with many of Gods bidden Onts* 
about their heavy, penfive, and u ncomfortable walkingjfor 
thattheyare fofane from entertaining and expreifing that 
untpeakeable glorious joy, which upon their new birth,is 
their native portion and patrimony; their juft and due inhe­
ritance ; as certainely theirs bi an everlafting proprietieand 
right(if they would but open their eyes to fee it,and enlarge 
their hearts to grafpe ic)being a fruit ofthat holy Spirit which 
dwels in them 5 and a.price of Chrifts Kingdome eftabliihed 
in their foules, as their cloaches upon their backes, their 
hearts in their bodies,and blood that runnes in their veines: 
I fay, they are fo farre from walking in the ftrength,and light 
of this joy, that they wickedly, I dare fay, if not wilfully, 
abandon and expofe their fpirits, freed for ever by (he Lumbi 
& bat/, from the hellifh fangs of any flavifh horroyr, to the 
unneceffarierackeof much frukleife, unworthy, and flaviih 
fadnefle. Whereby ,beftdes their ownenecdlefle finfull felfe- 
created torment,

1. They moft unworthily under-value, abridge,and di (pa­
rage the infinitenefle of Gods deareft and tender mercy; who 
is a thoufand times more ready and forward to binde upany 
broken heart, than it to bleede before him»

2. They unneceflarily difable and indifpofe themfelves 
for the duties, and comfortable difcharge of both their 
Gallings.

5. They gratifie Satan,and fatisfie his cruell humour;who 
if he cannot have a mans company in Hell hereafter (for if 
he were fureof that,he would make himlive as Joyfully and 
jovially,as he could poffibly) belabours might and main?, 
to hold him upon the racke of flavifh difiruftfull cerrours, all 
the dayes ofhis life..

4. They are thereby many times occafions of difeourage- 
mencJ& diflieartoing to thofe which are without/hatchey

are 
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are more loath to enter into the wayesof life; prejudging 
them to be thorny and rough4darke and deepe, full of dumps 
and drooping,ofheavincfle and honour; whereas indeed and 
truth, they are all paved with mercy and love, ilrowed with 
Violets andRofes,fulloffrefh fprings of fpirituallcomforts 
andfweetelyillightened even intbedaikcft paflages, with 
heavenly and healing beames of the Sunne of righteoufnefle. 
For whether it bee fit tobeleevc the Spirif ofall truth and 
comfort; or the fcornefull fpirit of impure drunkards, anda.^l6-jri^w 
Satans Revellers ; judge you. This precife and ftrift wal- cor-

' king, fay they, which is prefled upon us with fuch importu- J
natenefle,and confidence,would but leadeus to mopifhnefle, j-h· 
and melancholy; would enchaine us to that abridgement of 
our pleafure,refiraint from company; from crowningour a Pror.j.17. 
felves with Rote-buds, and former courtes of good fellow- 
fhip and mirth,of which our generous and Joviall fpirics are mer^bd jujum 
moft impatient, and utterly uncapable. But what faith the 
blefledSpirit^Herwayes are rvayesof pleafantnefe : and α//Νοπ c°nJ^ · 
her path/ are peace. They give them occafion to mifconceive, 
that the yoke of Chrift is burdenfome, and will gaule their bicaris ? Quid, 
neckes: whereas in truth and trial], it isb eafie and lighr,and κ^ΐΐ^ύ. 
would prove a cbaine of heavenly Pearles to adorne their 
foules; that after they have given their names to profefiion, copXnkc" 
they (hall never have merry day, but moft neceflarily bid 
adieu to all delight: whereas their joyes ihould not be taken 
away,but onely changed, as one of the Ancients fpeakes; 
and that moft happily, and with an unvaluable advantage. 
Forthefikhand froth of their fenfuall bicter-fweete plea- ”’«r.n-w«r· 
fures,fugitive follies,and furious delights, which pafleaway ΜηωίΓωβπ”’ 
in the aft,as the rafteofpkafantdrinke dyeth in the draught, 
fhould be turned into that true unconquerable fpirituall 
joy which the world cannot give, nor man nor devill take.ci«oftr«itu, 
away, c Their crafhes of loud laughter amid their pots and 
paftimes, which are but as the cracking of thornes under a ied «>« °’· 
pot, che Devils Wakes and Muficke for Hell, fhould bee 
converted into fweete, conftant, habitual! contentment of 
•minde. Nay more; whereas before in the very height and

ruffe
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ruffe ofcheir maddeft meetings, moft roaring outragesand 
revellings,their hearts upon remembrance of death, their fe- 
crec impenitent guikinefle,that ftrift account at Gods dread- 

um J“convivi.* full Tribunal!, at which they may bee arraigned the next 
interrogj ejus houre,&c. were full often twiccht3 and ftung with many in- 

c“iwias ward biccer gripingspnd ilaviih foretaftes of helliih tcrrour; 
omnibus f«=cec yet upon their change,and change of joyes,even in the higb- 

and torrent: Ε^Γ Pcnkent b teares, and forrow for 
atiam-.ejus & fa. finne ( and they fhould be fad for nothing elfe ) their fpirics

(hall be refrelhed and raviiht with a Paradifc of fweeteft 
lumatquc opum peace, and heavenly glimpies or eternall light. In a word, if ·. 
iitrofijic’e u"«rs they would in earned: abandon the Devills fervice,coms out 
& vibiccsanims of Hell, give their names unto Chrift in truth,and tryjdare 

affure them in the Word of life and truth, they would not 
lit. exchange the faddeft houre of all their life afterward, with

& Duiciores funt the prime and flower of all their formall fenfuall pleafures; 
jacbrymzoraw* might they have ten thoufand Worlds to boot. Here then is 
KmS no ofle in the change. Buc in the meane time,much to blame

«. »7. are they, who being truly Gods, yet out of weakenefle,want 
ofwifedome3wilfullliftning unto the father oflyes, will not 
give way to the counfell of the Prophets, that they may 
profper in fpirituall hearts-eafe, andfo prevent fitch occar 
fions.

Let thofe that hate to be reformed, hang downe their 
heads .-let fwaggering Belfhazzars countenance be chan­
ged · let his thoughts trouble him3let the joytits of his loynes be 
loofed3 and his knees finite one againft another; let the hearts of 
all ambitious Nimrods, covetous Worldlings,fwiniih Drun­
kards, filthy Whoremafters, cruell Vfurers, lovers of plea­
fures; or whofoever live audlye in any beloved finne againft 

lob ij.su· an illightened confidence, tremble as the leaves of the Forreft
that arefhak^n with the winds: Le t a found of feare be ever in 

4.31. «remand forrow feize upon their hearts, as the pangs
ofa woman intraveil; even as the torture of her that brings 

15.24. etb forth her child : Let trouble and anguilh, and the cup 
of trembling in the hand ofthe Lord make them afraid; and 

jitka 13.8, kt them every houre looke to meete their angry God, as a 
Bum 
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Beare bereaved ef her Whdpes, to rent the very cawk of their 
hearts, and devoure them like a Lyon: Let fadnefle iituDon 
their foreheads as its proper feace, and furies of confcience 
affright their fpirits ftill with cries ofbloodt Let no voyce 
of Joy orgladnefle be heard in their habitations, but the 
moft griezly apparitions ofdamned honour, dwell for ever 
in the eye of their guilty confidences. For without repen­
tance, this is their lot, and this is their everlafting portion. 
And moft happy were they, if any thing would fright and 
fire them out of the acmes of darkenefie and fnares of the de­
vil! ; I fay,let theafpiring Lwcifewlooke heavily,upon fore­
fight of their dreadfull downfalljfor chough they exalt rhem- 
ielves as the Eagle, and though thy fit their wafts among the 
fl arret · yet thence mil I bring them downe, faith the Lord.
Though their cxcellencie mount up to the heavens, and their Ιο!»β··ί'7· 
head reach unto the clouds yet they fhall perifh for ever like 
their owne dung. Let all covetous worldlings cry out, forfo 
the holy Ghoft commands them; Goe to now, yee rich men, 
weepe and howk for your miferus that fhall come upon you ; 

your riches are corrupted, and your garments motheatcn, your11^'1'1 
gold and filver it cankered, and the ruft of them fhall Lk a 
witneffe againft you, and fhall eate your flefh at it were fire; 

yee have heaped treafure together for the laft dayes, Let all 
impure goodfellow-drunkards hold downe their heads, and 
howle for the horrible Woe which dogges them at heeles:
Woe to the Crowne of Pride: to the Drunkards of Ephraim. . 
Behold the Lord hath a mighty and flrong One, which at a Se ii.,.,, 
tempeft of hade, and a defraying florme · at a flood of mighty 
waters overflowing, fhall cafl downe to thetarth with thedsand, 
the Crowne of Pride : the Drunkards of Ephraim fhall be tra­
ders downe under feete. Let the very heartftrings of all lafci- 
vious wantons tremble at the terrour of chat cutting commi- 
nation, Heb. 13. 4. Whoremongers and .Adulterers God will 
Judge. Let chat flinging But, Ecckf.i 1.9. Alike cold to the 
hearts of all lenfuall Gallants and ibnnes ofpleafures :Xe- 
joyce, 0 young man, in thy youth, and let thy heart cheere thee 
.in thy dayes oftbyyouth,andwalkein the wayes of thine heart,

A a 2 anA
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and in the fight of thine eyer. But, faw thou th it fir all thfe 
thing! God will bring ihee into judgement. Nay, let the heart 
ofevery min whofoever he be, ofwhatcloth foever hiscoac 
be made, that goes on in the willing allowed praftife of any 
one koowne fnne, fall afunder in his bread like drops of 
water, for the day of honour that is at hand, and the ftvord 
of vengeance which hangs over his head. For certainely,ac 
length the Lord will wound the hairy fealpe ofevery one that * 
goethonftillinhif trefpaffis, In a word, wailing and wring­
ing of hands, woe and alas, is the merrieft fong that any 
wicked man upon earth can ling upon good ground,while he 
yet abides in his unregenerate (late. Who doth not fee and 
acknowledge kjexcepthe wilfully (hut his eyes, or be grofly 
hood-winktby the Devill or aranke Atheift?Forr/wea a 
cup^ which is called, a cup of Gods fury, and a cup of trem­
bling, in the handof the Lord ;whofe little finger is ableto 
beate thegreatefi mountaine to powder, and rentthe hardeft 
Rocke in peices: and the wine »red: which intimates unto 
us the (harpenefle and fierceneffe of Gods fiery indignation: 
it it full of mixturebrimfull of flinging ingredients: and be 
powretbortt ofthe fame roftirre up and quicken,as it were, 
the bkterneffe ^nd very bottome: and all the wicked of the 
earth fhall, will theya nil! they, wring out the dreg! thereof and 
drinl^them3 Pfakyj. 2.

But now on the other Cde, Let allthoie of the Brother- 
Lw/, I ufe thephrafe of the holy Ghoftjallthoie who have 
given their names to Chriftin truth, and are true of heart in 
his holy fervice, upon whole heads everlafting light doth 
reft, lift up their heads. Let theamiableafpeii: of fweetnefle 
and peace ever dwell upon their foreheads: Let heavenly 
beamesof fpiritualllightlbmenefle and mirth (hine freih in 
their faces : Let never uncomfortable dampe of any flaviih 
iadnefle or touch ofhellifh rerrour,vexe their blefled hearts: 
Let them never more be afraid of any evill tydings, or of de- 
ftru&ion when it commeth. In a word; Let them be infi­
nitely and for ever merry, and (weetly glad at the very heart 
’core, And good caufe way, Jr is the charge and command
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ofthe Spirit of all truthand comfort,Fe gW in the Lord,and 
rejoice ye righteous, and front fir joy, all yee that are upright in 
heart, Pfal.32. 11.

Oh therefore that the Lord would bepleafedfb toper­
fume and iweeten the enfuing paflages, with rhe refrefliing 
glimpies of his glorious face, and deare infufions of Divine 
Joy: that I might be vouchiafed that honour of being his 
humble Jnftrument, to raifeup, and quicken the drooping 
fpirits of all that are true of heart; ofall thatbeare a fincere 
invincible affeftion to the Gofpell of lefus Chrift,and power 
of godlintffe; that they would be everlastingly merry; that 
they would arife and (hake themfelves from the duft, and put 
on their beautiful! garments; that they would for ever, with 
arefolutionnevertobe (haken with all the powers officii 
banifh and barre out oftheir happy foules, all their unnecef- 
fary fcruples, diftrufts, de j eft ions, fid thoughts, and heavi- 
nefle of heart; that they would out of fenfiblenefle oftheir 
prefent unutterable felicity, and -fhength of their truly He- 
roicall fpirits, beare and behave themfelves as heires of hea­
ven indeed.· andastheFuwrher ofthe King of Kings! So 
ihould they infinitely more honour the fweenefleof Gods 
mercifull difpofitionjthe dearenefle ofhis love 5 the tender- 
nefle of his compaflionate bowels; the bottomlefle myfterie 
ofhis free grace; the precioufnefle and truth ofhis promifesj 
the unvaluiblenefle ofhis Sonnes blood; the pleafantnefl-e 
of the wayes ofgrace; and the glorious worke of the'holy 
Ghoft upon their owtie blefled foules.
. Let them ever keepe frefh and ftrong in their mindes for 
thispurpofe, fuch caufefull confederations as thefe. '

I, True joy,the moft noble, fweet and amiable affeftion,’ 
that ever warmed the heart of man, is by warrantable pfb- 
prietie aud rightfull intereft,onely peculiar and proper to 
honeft, humble, and holy hearts. Such gracious and golden 
Cabinets are onely fit for this heavenly Jewell. The beauty 
^nddelicioufneffeofir,are confined onely to thecommuni- 

' on of Saints, the fealed Fountaine, the Spoufe ofChrift.
The Brotherhood alone is blefled with its refrefliments and ιΤί 
.. Aa 3 ’ ravilhing
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raviihing iniluencc.lt never did, or ever will fhine or iparkle 
one the leaft glimpie upon the world,or to any earthly heart. 
The moft ambitious eager hunters after pleafures,the worlds 
greateft Favorites and deareft minions, have onely but in- 

asidicamjucun-groftand grafpt a Bedlam» counterfeit ofic. Ifaidof 
ditasjinopitho- tcf faith Sz/wzw, It it mad. For the truth is, no wicked or 
Mikjucunditas, unregenerate man hath any true caufe or good ground at all 

to lejoyce, laugh, or be merry. I will make itplaine in a 
in pr^diis, in word, even to the fcorner. Suppofe a great man convicted 
s*dbuiic’uiiho and condemned for Treafon, going towards the place of 
EMoitiintur enim execution a mile off·; and let there a Table all along be fur- 
homiaesscktitii wjth variety of dainties: let him tread upon Violets 
ant:ftd non eft and Roles, cloth of Arras, cloth oi Gold, or what you will, 
dSoS all the way.; let him be attended on both fides with moft 
sftenimjuam- exquifitc muficke andhonourable entertainements: Doe you 

thinke all this would make him laugh heartily, carrying 
vidic,nccjuris this in his heart, that he muftlofe hishead at the miles end? 
aoiTondeis'af- I trow not. As farre lefle truecaufe haft thou to laugh,who- 

foever thou art, that walkeft on impenitently in anywicked 
courfe, or lieft delightfully in any beloved finne; as a tempo- 
rail death is lefle than endlefle torments. For he is but going 
to lofe his head; but thou as an already condemned man 
alfo,. art polling towards hell. He that bekeveib net, faith 
John, is condemned already If weeperufe punftu-
ally the bappiefteftate ofthe moftglorious worldling,antftll 
his wayes; we fhall finde no matter at all for true joy, either 
zobreedin; orfeedupon. Letuswalke'intohis fooles Pars- 
dife, and iurvey all the fading flowers of his imaginary fell·» 
cities. It may be wee (hall finde wealth-, power, pleafures, 
honours, pompe, and -magnificence of ftate; perhaps an Im- 
penallGtowne,the top ofall earthly bappinefle. And what 
of all theie ? Alas! Gold and Pearle, asrone (ayes, are but fti i- 
•ingdaft, or excrements of the earth: Power is but aflaih 
cf lightning, that feares or ftrikesanother;'and forthwith it 
felfe is foddenly extinft: Pleaiiire,is but a baite, and yet paT 
feth away in the aft, as the tafteofa pleaiantdrinkedieth in 
the draught ;Honour9 isbuca breath, andyetbinds a man 

in.' 

influencc.lt
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in guilded fetters, andblaftshisfpirits with farre more cars 
and feare than when hee was moft meane; Even as higheft 
boughesare moftihaken by the windes, and thepoints of 
fleeples beaten moft with ftormes-and lightning. Ail world­
ly fplendorand pompe, is but a afmoake, which vaniflieth »Wondtb« pw 
asitrifetband drawesteares from the eyes. Even a Regal!
Diademe, in the fenfe and cenfure ofanHeathenifhKing, is nuianuiiiusA 
attended with fuch a weighty,irkefome,a nd painefull charge;
that, faith hee, He who foreknew the weight of' a Scepter3 fhould Bit, m>i. 
hee finde itlyingupon the ground, hee would not deignetotake it *'*· 
up. and what is himfelfe, the owner and Lord of all thefe?
A little walking earth, a coloured piece of clay > a warms ,
piece ofdirt,a very bag ofcholer, fleame,and other filth ; ta 
day a man, to morrow none: his breach is in hisnoftrilstftop 
but his note, and he is dead. And what is his abode amongft 
thefe painted vanities and things of naught ? For fiidden 
paflageandchange, it is like a Shepheards cent a Weavers 
fhuttle, ora wacter bubble; like a hying Poaft, or a flying 
cloud; like a (hip under faile, or an Eagleonherwings ;like 
a fading flower, or a falling leafe; like foame that is fcatte= 
red,orduft that isdriven with the winder like a vapour, a 
thought, afmoake, awindethat pafleth and commeth not 
againe; like a flying fhadow, yea, the very dreame of a fka- 
dow, as one fayes, and that a morning dreame, which is even 
as fbone ended as begun.But let us looke into his infid^and 
the ftate of his foule, and fee if we can there finde any more 
peace, comfort, orconflancie. No, there you (hall behold a 
lively refemblance ofthe very rcftleflc tumultuations of the 
raging fea; the never-dying Worme breeding and growing 
big in the froth of his fifty Iufts,and rottenneffe of his rebel­
lious heart: Ina word3 his poore foule bleeding to eternal!
deathoLc t us come unto his death;from the inevitable ftroake 
whereof, all the Gold andPearle ofEaft and Weft can no 
more redeeme him, than can a handful! of duff; and there 
he (ball find defpaire and honour, like two evening Wolves, 
enraged with hellifli hanger; ready to teare bis foule in pie­
ces,when there is none to help. And what foliowes’He muft

A^ 4 lay
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lay downe his cold carkafle among the ftones ofthe pit, at 
therootes of che rockes: his name, by reafon of his former 
pride,luxury, oppreflion,oppofition to goodnefle, fhall roc 
as faft, and Rinke as bad above ground, as his body in the 
grave. And laftiy, the onely forethought whereof ihould 
make, him tremble all the dayes of his life; his immortall foule 
finkes irrecoverably by the weight of finne, into the botrome 
ofthe burning Lake,where there are torments without end, 
and paftimaginacion; exceding not onely all patience, but 
allrefiftance; where there is no (trength to foftaine ; nor a= 
bilicy to beare5 that which there, whileft God isGod, for 

μ n m-ir, ever muft be borne. And when they have beene endured 
annorom, <jnot a millions of yeares; yet are no neerer end, than when they 
«η* om’neV^- began -norths foule neerer out, than when ic came in. Tell 
cunque fuernnt, me then, I pray you, in all this, is there any room e for rejoy-

c'n§ ·· Is there any macter'for true mirth? No more than 
rent, malto k- tafte in the white of an egge,than ftrength in a broken ftaffe

· fed qui? °f 1‘eede, than fweet nefle in the apples of Sodome. Why 
"on b*- then jt is a flume for the weakeft Chriftian that breathesbut 

jbunt’derperatt? the fpirituali life, even of holy defires; not to be infinitely' 
eine deficient, & more merry than the moft glorious and magnificent world-

Ung vpon earth; Shall a gracelefle wretch,going towards hel, 
rDrfli'iix er «. to whom God himielfe hath proclaimed, There is no peace! 
jno j°y>the Septuagints render it; who is a meere Thiefe, 

««.-nWdn Robber, andufurper,inreipe& ofallthe joyes upon whbjt 
bee intrudes · and which way foever he cafts his eyes, if he 

^Lw'k'cjcd wearenot falfe fpeft«cles,or be blindfolded by the Devill, 
^^dicuwur can (ee nothing but the ugly faceofhorrour, and true cauie 

trembfing. Ifhee looke backward upon the time paftj. 
dicir Dominus hee may fee all the abominable lufts of his youth, all the 

finnes of his former life, regiftred with an iron peo in the 
cd. is. ’ ’ * bookeofbisconfeience;andlurkingtherelike fo many flee- 

ping Lyons; who upon the very firft touch of Gods vifiting 
hand, will awake,arife,and rent in peeces.If hee looke up­
on his prefent ftate,thorow the cleare CbriftallofGodsrigh- 
teous Law; He may fee Divine vengeance dogging him hard 
at the.hecles; ready to ftrike him downe into hell, upon 

the
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the next riot and rebellion againft his patient Lord, Thar 
moft horrible fiery cempeftuous Rorme, Tfai 11.6, ready . 
ro fall upon his head,even when he is warmeft in his wealth, 
and in the hotteft gleamc of-his worldly profpericy: fuddcn 
deftritftion ready co ieize upon him unavoideably, as travell , ws·;. 
upon a woman with ch side, when hee is finging the fecureft 
Requiem to his foule of fifetie and peace. If hee looke for­
ward to future time, hee fees death, the grave, Gods ftrift 
Tribunill, the laft judgement, andendleflemiieries ofthe 
other world,the fling,poyfon,and terrours of which, he (hall 
never be able, either to avoide or abide, I fay, dull fuch a 
fellow fleece in the face? And (hall not a true-hearted Na- 
tbaned, to whom lefus Chrift hath bequeathed a legacy of lob 14 J7, 
peace 5 whom theSpiric of God bids rejoyce evermore;and 
who,which way foe ver he lookes,if he open his eye of faith, 
(hall fee nothing but matter of fweeteft contemplation; in- 
fioicecanie oftrueft joy, and fpirituall ravifliment; If he 
looke backward upon the time, whileft he yer lay under the 
tyranny of the Devill, a nd dominion of the firft death; hee 
fhall fee the Catalogue of all his former finnes, (hould it be 
as blacks as hell, as foule as Sodom?, as red as icarlec,fairc- 
ly, and for ever wafued away in that fountaine opened for fnne z«h 15.1. 
andfor uncle;mneffe, even the precious blood of that imma­
culate Lambe Ifuc Chrift, the Holy and the righteous: If 
hee looke upon his prefent ftate, he (hall finde bimielfepre- 
fervedasa lewellmoft fafein the precious Cabinet ofGods 
deareft providence; environed with a glorious guard of 
mighty Angels; kept by tbepomr of God through faith unto 
pAu/io», ready co be revealed in thelaftcime .· Ifheelooke 
forward, hee Qiall fee death indeede; but the fting taken out c Q^prcnobi, 
of it by the death of ‘Chrift·, rhe grave perfumed to his 
hand, by his Saviours blefled Bar-all: wherein hee may lye 
downeasin a bed of Downe, fenced with the omnipotent
arms ofGod, for the glory ofthe RefurreOion ; the Throne ■
of grace in Heaven, (landing upon pillars ot mercy and love; luu.
where lefus Chrift fits as lodge, who Hied his hearts blood 3*- _ 
for himjand is his d Advocate,while he yet abides in this vale

of
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oftearcsjthe boidme of 4brabim} the armes of God Al­
mighty wide open, and flretched out to receive him at the 
end of his Pilgrimage into his .Wafers Joy; I fay* (hall fuch 
a happy foule not have an heaven in his heart, but be heavy- 
hearted? Shall a vaflall of the Devill laugh, and an heire of 
Heaven looke heavy ? Monftrous abfurditie 1

J. Every Chriftian after his new creation, bach ever iu- 
jjomparably more matter of mirth than mourning; infinitely 
greater cauie to be rayiihed with fpirituall joy, than to bede- 
fe&ed by griefe. Though this may fecme a paradoxe to the 
deareft eye, and beft apprehenfion of worldly wifedome : 
yet-intruthicisatrueprincipkin the myftery ofChrift. 2 
doe thus manifeft it, and make it good to the faddeft mour­
ner in Sion; if he doe not give moreeare to the lying mali­
cious diftates of the Devill,anddiftruftsofhis owne heart, 
then to the well-grounded counfellof the Prophets, and im­
pregnable truth of Gods blefled Word. In the right eftimace 
and valuation, all the a flliftions and fufferings of this life: 
whether ofioule, body, outward ftate, or any way, are but

. tlC

. $ξ»ί·
π Cor-4. 1?·

Rom. 8· ι8·

duft in tbeballance, irt reipeft ofchat exceeding excejfive eter­
nal! weight of glory} purchaied and prepared for him by the · 
blood of his deareft Lord. Inthe 3 originallic is, as a worthy 
Divine fayes well, a iuperlative tranfcendent phraie of 
ipeech,which farre pafleth the height of all humaneOratory, 
and all the Retoricke of the moft eloquent Heathens; be­
caufe they never treated upon fuch a Theame: they were not 
infpired with fuch a fpirit. Whereupon faith rhe Apoftle in 
another place, I reckon, that the fitfferingi of ibis prefenttime^ 
are not worthy to be compared to the glory which fall be revea­
led in a very fore-imagination '
of the moft unconceiveable happineffeto be had hereafter; 
to wit, the fhining fplendour and fun-like glory of our bo­
dies ; the unipeakeable perfections and excellencies of our 
foules;thc admirable beautie ofthe place.; the glorious com- _ 
fort of our heavenly company; The beatifical! fruition of 
the moft blefled Trinity, &c. and that which crownes 
our bliflewith impoSibilicie of further addition, endlefnefle 

of 
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of all thefe;I fay,a ferious preconceit hereof ill igh tened and 
ft.-engthened by faith, is able co hold up che Chriftians h:arc 
wichinfinice ftrength/and torefreih it wicha fecret Unut­
terable gladneiT, even amidft varietie and extremity of all 
worldly troubles ;and doth minifter as farre mare maccerof 
rejoycing chan thefe of mourning,as chat forementioned ex-2 Cor.4 i7. 
ending exCefiive everlafiingweigbt of glory, is co bee preferred 
before a little momencany light affliftlon. Hence ic is, that 
the holy Martyrs of lefts were fo merry,and fweetly conten­
ted in the middeft of all their outward naileries, prefllures, 
perfections, and Martyrdom; it felfe- Iwai in prijog, faith 
b one of them, till I got intoprifin. I feeleno mire paine, faith Sm­
c inothei,inthefire,thanifI were in abedof Downe·. it is as c 
fweete to mee as a bed of Kofis, 1 beleeve, faith a d t bird,there is d ^u,iphm ) 
not a merrier heart in the world at this infant than mine isi 
To e One obje&ing to a fourth, Chrifts agony and lidneifae eM>niM· 
tohischeerefulneflerT^, faith he, Chrifiwas fad that 1 might 
be merry. Hee had myfinnes, and I have his merit and righteoufi 
nefft. But fpecially let us looke upon Paul, a blefled and pre­
cious patterqe for us to imitate in this point. HewastrouJ 
bled on every fide ; Without were fightings, within were feares.
He was in firipes above meafnte: in prifins more frequent·, in 
deaths oft: Of the lewes five times received hefirty firipes five 2 cor.xr. 23. | 
one t ’Thrice was hee beaten with rods : Once was he fioned:^' ·
Thriee bee fssffered Shipwracke : A night and day wti hee 
in tbedeepe·. In journeying often, in perils of water, in ptrills of 
robbers, in perill by bis owne countrymen, in perils by the beathen’,

, inperilblin the Citie, in perils in the wildemejfe, in perils in the 
Sea,in perils ammgfi falfe brethren: In wearineffe and paine- 
fulnefiesin watchings often : in hunger and thirif, in fafiings of­
ten: in cold and nakednefie. Hewascdlsd apeftilent fellow. He *^0^/13 
was accounted as the filth of the world, and off-fiowring of all 2C0r.1z.10. 
things : And yet for all this, he profefleth of himfelfe, that he f o diaiIb 
1 iookepleafitre in infirmities, in reproches·, in necefiitief, in perS commemoravit 

“ u afpera &gravia,
hcquenrida& abandintiiis (udinlbai; ftdpro.rc&0 adtXarei Spiritus SznSus.qaiin exterioris tv»- 
minis corruptions interiorcm renovaret>dc die in diem ; & gxilaidreniieipuiiuili, in ifflaenriz 
deliciarnmDei.in fpe Futurz bea'itudiois,omnia przCenUzdcliairct, aCpcr^ k gratia omniarde- 
yaretjBce, tmlne.Sira,^.

fiefstionf' r
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iCor.7.4. and more punftuall for my purpoie. 

place, 'That be was filled with comfort^
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Nay, which is more, 
he faith in another 

 ^-r-- * - . , , and exceeding joyful! in 
Abondo gaudio ali his tribulation. Now every fincere-hearted Profeflor is 
pudit.^ bound to over-abound exceedingly in this joy, as well as 
t^··^· ak,unj Pa/rl. Not id, faith the weake Chriftian; for Paul had a 

nfpnj.;, ftrongei cj]aIr anc] more grace, It is true, but yet thy 
.faith is as true as his. And it is not id muchthemuchnefle,as 
thecruth offaith,which givesright and intereft toaGrowne 
oflife, comfort in all afflictions, aud everlafting lightfome- 
nefle, Therefore well faid a worthy witneffe to the truth, 
Patel and Peter were more honourable members of Chrift than I, 

Vat ^uc ' am a men]her; "They had more fore of grace than!.·, but I 
lyte;_______ have my meafuse^ and therefore fere of glory. It is ftrange

then, that any true-hearted Nathaneel having fuch good 
ground of rejoycing; finnin gin that hee doth not rejoyce; 
and joy being fo fweete and welcome a gueft to the heart of 
man; ihould weare out a few and wretched dayes inunne- 
ceffary heavinefle, and finfull iadnelfe; whereby he highly 
difhonours Godsfreelove; hinders others from the wayes 
of life; hurts full fore his owne foule, and onely gratifies 
Satan.

5. It is a conflant marke of every regenerate man, to 
make confcience ofall Gods Commandemencs, Pfel.119. 6. 
Now the holy Ghoft doth not onely in many feverall places 
giveuscharge torejoyce, but is very eameft upon us in 
this point: Nay, doth fo often double and treble with extra­
ordinary emphafis and elegant gradation, hisencreatie and 
importunitie in the fame place.Let the Saints, fifth hefejoy- 
full with glory, Pfal. 149,5. Letalltbofeibatfed^tbie, rejoyce 
and be glad in thee, PhL 40.16. Rejoyce in the Lord, 0 ycrigb- ■ 
icons, Pfal. 3^ I. Rejoyce evermore, I Thef. 5. 16. Rejoyce 
in the Lord abv ay, and againe I jay, Tfjyce. Phil.4.4. Let di 
thofe that put their truf in ihee,rejoyce : letthem ever font for 
joy, Pialmf5.i r. Let the righteous be glad: letthem rejyce be­
fore God,yea, let them exceedingly icjyct, Pialm. 68, 3, Be 
glad in the Lord, and rejafce,yerigblcouj. and feout for joy, all



comfortable walking with God. 367

jee that are upright in heart, PJal.^lj. It is notan arbicra- 
rie orindifferent thing,as fome may iuppoie,to rejoyce,or co 
be fad, But a comfortable commandement is fweetly enfor­
ced upon us, by the fountaine of all comfort, to reject; and '* 
we breake a commandement, if we re j oyce not. And there- ’ 
fore we are bound in confcience to fhake our felves from the 
duft to pluck up our fpirits,to expoftulate,an I be angry with 
our hearts, if they grow heavy,as David didtfPhy art thou caft 
downe, 0 my foule, and why art thou di/quieted within me ? 
For we muftanfwer as well for not rejoycing, as for not 
praying: for breaking this Commandement, Rejoyce evermore·, 
as chat other, Thottjhalt not kid ( I know full well there are 
difference and degrees in finne.)

But here a weake Profeffor being prefled to the entertain- - 
ment and excellency of this j oy, may be troubled and temp­
ted upon the fiirvey of the difinicion and nature ofir. For 
this fpirituall Chriftian joy, is a delicious motion of rhe 
minde,ftirredupby the holy Ghoft, from the prefence and

. poffrftionof Chrift lefus our Soveraigne God, dwelling in 
rhe foule by faith: whereby the heart is exuaordinarily ra- ■ 
vifhed and refreihed wichafweece, holy, unfpeakeable de­
light. Nowj,faithhe,ifirbeio;Imiift tellyou,Ifinde and 
feele no fuch lenfible grafping of lefat Chrif ,in the armes of 
my faith, or affhred poff. flion of him,that I dare admit of this 
joy, or meddle withit.

Buc know that in the time ofthy fpiritoallinfancie,temp­
tations, defertions,and otherdampesanddeje&ions of foule 
efpecially; let thyfeeling and acknowledgement be whatic 
will; thou doft moft certainely enjjy theL^ Ifuf, even Manhaj. 1· 
by a fincere hunger and thirft after him, and his righteouf- 
ne fie, and by thine upright hearts adhering and cleaving un­
to him, as thy onely andchiefeft joy: and by confequent art 
upon good ground, and by true right intereffed to all that 
joy, which the blefled Spirit doth fo importunately prefle 
upon thee info many places. Here refreih thy memory with · 
the revile ofmy former diftin&ion of aflurance of evidence, . 
Andadhererence.

/j-.-What :
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4. What canft thou thinkeupon, or what can poffibly 
befall thee; out of which thou being turned unto God,and 
true of heart, mayeft not collett matter of comfort, and by 
the mighty helpe of faith extraft fome joyfull meditation? 
1. If thou furvay thy graces, with which the free mercy of 
God hath glorified thy foule, thou (halt fee in them a facred 
heavenly, fon-(bine, which is able to iliighten the darkeft 
midnight ofall thine outward miferies; to difperfeanddiP 
folue theblackeft and moft tempeftuous clouds of tempo- 
gall troubles. Thou (halt feele in them fuch an inexplicable 
excefltve fweetnefle, which were the world above thee a Sea 
ofbittemeffe and gall, might turne it all into iiigar. Thou 
(halt finde in them fuch an impregnable immortall vi- 
gour,that will moft certainely uphold thy fpirit unconquer­
ably /at thy dying houre,and before that laft dreadfull barre · 
when all impenitent wretches (hall roare like wilde Bulls in 
a net full of the terr ours of God, and cry upon the Hillsand 
Rocks to hide them from his unquenchable wrath; which 
they (hall never be able either to avoide or abide. Hence 
iprings that abundant and unexhauftcd matter of joy, that 

; ΡΗχ 26, x, ϊ. the joy ofbarvefi of dividing great jjoiles^nd that which is of 
fuch ravifhing temper, that we think weare but in a dreame, 
is but a toy and trifle, a type and (hadow to it · and which e­
ver predominates and incomparably tranfcends all matter of 
mourning. 2. If thou looke out upon chine outward ftate5 
upon thy wife, children, friends, health, goods, good name, 
Orchards, Gardens, poileffions, honours, or whatfoever 

Deut.ai.x 1. ^ou haft attained, or doft enjoy with good confcience and 
fan&ifiedly; thou art bound to rejoyce in them; as tempo- 

Macth.tf.j3. tokens ofGods eternalllove;notable encouragements 
to doe more nobly in his glorious fervice and comfortable 
additions to thine hope of heaven; but (o,and in iiich order, 
that as thy cloathes firft receive heat from thy body, tefore 
they can comfortably warme it: fo fome inward joy of re­
concilement to the Creator, muft firft warme thine beartj 
before thou canft take any kindely comfort from the crea­
tures. 3, Concerning erodes, affiiftions, troubles perfecu- 

tions;
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tions 5 which are wont to prefent themfelves to theappre- 
henfion ofcarnall men with much horror; even in the very 
bitternefle and extremity of them, if thou caft che illigh cned 
eye of thy foude upon fuch places and promifesas thefe, i 
Cor. 28. Heb. 12. 6; 2 Cor.q.ty. Efay
63.9.and the43. 2. and then reflect upon thy afflicted felfe, 3βωι fiikwh·- 
thoumayftby the marvellous worke of faith, draw a great 
deale of joy from them. A-patient fubmiifion tmro.and fruit- SnittfcFae”t!« 
full exercife underGods vificinghand.isan (infallible demon- "“»"«><»&™”’ 
λ · · · - ' cocipnur t Alter
«ration ttiac thou art a fonne, and not a baftard. Is there mox utfc movc- 
then not more fweetneffe in thofe3 affliftions, which are c- 
vident markes thou art in the right way to Heaven · then in vnds’iliedimirti- 
worldly pleafures,which clearely remonftrate to thy confci- 
ence, that thou art polling towards Hell ? Hence it was, that ft tareditasfcr- 
the Apoftles rejoyced, beaten, that they were «J
worthy toftiffer fame ior the Name of lefts·. that ‘Paul and hzteditus ca ? 
Sy las funginprifonat midnight: that Ignatius cryed; Let ·
Fire, Racfts, Pullits, yea, all the torments of Hell come on mee dimittir cumuc 
fo Imaywinne Chrift. 4. Nay, even contumelies and con- : . ? 
tempt; reproaches and fcornefrom the world for thy pro- b si verbera, & 
feifion,which naturallymuch nettlesa noblefpirit,docrowne 
thy head,and ihould fill thy heart with abundance of glory, triftimmi.gauiu 
bleflednes and joy. If ye be reproached for the Name of^^^"^ 
Chrift, happy are ye, faith Peter : for the Spirit of Glory and maftos eft cere 
of God refteth upon you, 1 Pet. 4. 14. Blefled are ye, faith .
Chrift himfelfe, when men fhall revileyou, and perfocute you, w<»-i4-Rciigi. 
and /ball fay all manner of evill againft yw falfely for my fifty 
rfyee, and be exceedingglad, Mat. n. 12. Scurrilities and dentes a confpe- 
fcoffes,all fpitefull fpeeches,odious nick-names,lying impu- niam dignthXH 
rations caft upon theein this kinde,by tongues which cut like "°™nc
c afhxrpe raifor^e in their due eftimate,and true account,as upati.Nuiia 
fo many honorable badges (Let no cowardly Chriftian then ζβζ 
decline them with wounding of bis confcieoce}of rhy Cbri- m ranwlzmia' 
ftianmagnanimitie, and refoluteftariding on the Lords fide;^cC'^ ' 
and atthe Throne of Chrift will be certainely reputed as cha- &νΐη J.

TitretGfhgtJb. 
nongaudiifintoccjfiones, todtrifHus8cmcereris: nftilomnius flagelh propter Deum, & Mift · 
propter qmm fligeUabantns, gandiumeispari«baiit.-CXrj6j!,H™;, j,in oea.. c Pt’al.J ii.a. 
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rafters of (peciall honour, and remembrancers of thy wor­
thy fervice, whereby thou (halt appeare more acceptable and 
amiable in the eyes of Almighty God, and all that glorious 
triumphant Church above. 5. If thou rightly temper, and 
well weigh even the forefl: forrow, and the very bleeding of 
thy heart for finne; it ihould be fo farre from damping the 
lightfomnefle of thy fpirit,thatit ought to open unto thee a 
well-fpring ofpureftjoy. For the penitent melting of our 
affections,and kindely mourning over Him, whom we have 
pierced with our finnes, argues infallibly, and (weedy af- 
(ures the preient and ianftifying power ofthe holy Spirit. 
And what greater comfort, or fweete delight, than that 
which arifeth from a well grounded evidence, that the Foun­
taine of all comfort dwels in our foules ? Such teares as burft 
out of a heart oppreft with griefe for finne,are like an Aprill 
(howre, which though it wet a little, yet it begets a great 
deale ofiweecenefle in the herbes, flowers, arid fruits ofthe 
earth. As even in laughing the heart of the wicked is forrow- 
full: (o contrarily, even in fi:ch mourning, the heart ofthe 
true penitent is lightfomeandcomforcable.For habicuall joy 
.may notonelyconfift with aftuallforrow,andcontrarily; 
butalfo even aftuall joy with aftuall forrow. This is no 
ftrange thing in ocher cafes 5 when wee foe a good man per- 
fecuted for a good caufe, ftandtoit nobly; wee grieve for 
his troubles,but rejoyceiu his refolution & undauntednefle» 
As we ought then to grieve bitterly for our finnes; folet us 
a rejoyce immeaforably for foch ingenuous grieving. Let us 
lament heartily over him,whom we have wounded with our 

iu^qae^oegw- abominable lulls ;butlet usalfo be infinitely glad at the ve- 
dium. Qui nun. ry heart roote; that they are all pardoned by the powriug 
SThi'u’ge^sc out of his blood. Not the moft exquifice quinteflence and 
conflict»,gaude* excraftion of all manner of Muficke; Sets, or Conforcs; vo­

w call or inflrumentan; can poflibly convey fo delicious a 
»»»«/**·>»·" touch and rellifli to the outward eareofaman; as a ccrcifi-

cate brought from the Throne of mercy by the blefled Spirit
Semper doleatpoei'itenr.&de dolore gaudear. vtti i" plfipapit, t*p· 13. Ecsu qui lie
higctiii quia ridctfai in lachrymi», StM.TAted.tap,^. ‘

feafed
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fealed with Chrifts blood, to the bruifed heart and grieved 
foule of an humble (inner, in the very depth of his forrow. 
6. Ifthou be troubled with temptations, and exercifed even 
with variecieofthem, heare the holy Ghoft:1 Count it aU joy 
when ju fall into divert temptation/. To let other particulars 
pafle. From the very fouled and moft griefly fuggeftiom ·
Satan;b thou mayft colleft this common glorious comfort: *ΐ(ώή·Φ’ 
That thou arc none of his. Forasheeis wonttokeepeun-Π™ 7». M,i" 
converted men in as merry a moode,andfaire a calrae of out- 
wardcontentment, and inward fecuritie,as he can poflibly; $/<>&,tutpi^L 
retiring andreferving his moft fiery darts and hideous temp·'«"pwwnd , o occutrcnt · noB
tations, untill he have them at fome dead lift, and unavoida- terrMtw, awoie 
bleftraitrfoallthat are broke out of his hellifh prlfon, by 
thehclpc of the holy Ghoft,he ordinarily purfucs with dead- nimfum: acque 
ly rage, and all the powers ofdarkenefle. He hunts them in 
his fitted feafons like a Partridge inthe Mountaines, with reijdumjetia»' 
troubles without, and cerrours within. Thelefle peace thou ?a7*^n"oUC 
haft therefore from him, the more plea iure mayft thou take bhiphemjarMe. 
in thine efcape out of his clutches. The more reftleflely hee j7,h· ηο7ι·ι« 
followes thee with the fury and varietie of his temptations 5 contra 
•the more fweetely and ficurely, if thou wilt give way to the 
counfell of the Prophets, and the worke cf faith · mayft thou Dram in&acct. 
repofe thy wearied foule upon the comfortableafliirance
being certainely Gods, *«<■«/« ««·»/<-

5. Every one that hath part in Chrifts death, is bound in 
confcience, and bidden by the blefled Spirit toleadeamofl ws a Deo, quiz 
merry life,even to keepea F<*j/?;cafpirituall Holy-day, as it 
were from all fervile terrours, flaviih fadnefle, uncomforta- bus,qwnpotii» 
ble depr&ions of fpirit i For even (hrip our P aflover it facr^ifniar^w^t. 
ficedfurjffitberejhre'letuike'ipetheFeieft)iCur.’),'j. , Mui iplieatio «»-

eft, quod lltquic 
de minibus dzmonum cvaferit.Dum nliqais eft itr carcerc/micutn bibet aJlodem.vcl duos: G veri 
evaitrit,omnes eum infequnntur. Sic dum abquis capiu eft a Oinbo'o.nontantuoa eum dzmonce 
perfequunti.r, quantum quum evaCerir.Illos pujfare negligee, qu»s jure quietopoffideie feienat. 
Grefir. Cum timoredebts efte.quando tibi bene eft. neque tend hoc pararequafi numquam ttttsi 
tetls.Si enim nunqnam renwris nunquamprobaris Nnnnc melius tft tentari, fc probati, quAmnoa 
tenwum 1 «proban? in Tfrl. 144.. cEpiUtionis ergopreicnstenq us eft.
Namcilni dixiO'ct, Epulcmur.non quod Patch 1 ciTit, non quod Pertccoftc, idcirco cpulandum in- 
tellexerit ;fed quod omne rem pus exultationis tempus cftetCltfiftiauis, prepter collatotutn beee- 
Jiuotum cKCClIenuaai.-Chn^ii. tn etf.f. ^iCtr.

B b The

I



2^2 Generali directions for a

The fweetnefle and excellency of this Feaib is notably fee 
out and amplified by,r. The beautifull garments wee put on 
and weare when we are admitted unto it: 2.Thematter3and 
magnificent provifion : j. The muficke : 4. The franke and 
bountifull entertainment and plenty : 5. The extraordinary 
pompe and princelinefle.

a. For the firft,meditate joyfully upon, that rich attire, 
and thofe Royall attributes,glorifying and crowning Cbrifls 
blefled Spoufe, with moft admirable and ravifhing beauty, 
fant.6.10. Whoisfhee that Mgth forth at the morning, faire 
at the Adoc^te, pure at the Sunne, terrible at an army with 

Xnci.i a.1. Banners ? And know, that ail the effentiall glory and fatre-
nefle which is to be found in the whole Church, the Woman 
clothed with the Sunne ; as that of juftificadonand fan&ifica- 
tion, &c. belongs to every member thereof, to every iaith- 
full Chriftian.

,4s the morning."] r. The morning fprings out of thegrea- 
teftdarkenefle;the night is moft darkens they fay ,a little be­
fore day: the illuminated foule arifes cur of the moft darke- 
fome and damned grave of ignorance and finne. 2. The 

« κ«μ it uahtbeauty ofthe morning is principally feene in her*ruddinefle:
The foule that is newly delivered out ofthe horrourofEgyp- 

»■>. nr Bi/e tian darkeneffe3 and hands of the belliih ‘pharoab,is all ruddy
i mining, with paffingthorowthercdSeaofChriflsbloodjthatisthe 

ground upon which all its beauty and bleifednefle is built,
a. The glory of the morning after its firft peeping in the 
Eaft, ipreads fairer and fairer in all beauty and brightnefle, 
untUi the mid-day, and full ill uftration of rhe World: Grace 
in the foule, after the firft plantation, growes ftronger and 
ftronger, (hinesfairer and feirer, umill it fet in the bottom» 
lefle Ocea n ofendlefle Glory, See P7W.4. 18.

Faire as the Moone J 1 The Moone receives all her light 
and luftre from the Sunne rail the graces,holineifejinherent 
righteoufnefle, (Lining in a fin&ified ibule, are the image 
and impreffions of the Sunne of righteoufnefle. 2. The 
Moone hath feme (pots in her face; but yetis a very beau­
tifull creature by her borrowed light. The Chriftian is 
fojnewhac blacke with the remnants oforiginall corrupti­

on,



comfortable walking with God. 373
on,and by reafon of his uoavoideabb frailties and imper­
fections ; but yet comely at the curtaines of Salomon^ by che 
glory of his new-creation and gracious beames that fiiine 
upon his foule from the face of Chrift. 3. The further the 
Moone is removed from the Sunne 5 the fairer fhe is, and 
fuller of light: Themorean humble foule, upon fight of 
that Holy Ma jeftie and pureft eye, tenne thoufand times 
brighter than the Sunne, which cannot looke oniniqtiitie; 
doth retire withlowlieft thoughts into himfelfe,to aohorre 
himielfe in duft andaihes, as moil vile, and farre worthier 
co be throwne into the Io weft dungeon of the kingdome.of 1ΤΛίό 
darkenefle, than to be honoured with the love and light of que animate*" 
his countenance: is more·-1 bea uti full and amiable in che eyes Prc"°fiar, - oculos Dd,
01 UOd. quanto pra fl- j

Pure as the Sunne ] TheMoone (hadowes our inherent
faireneile; the Sunne reiembles and reprefents our imputed ante oculos fuos. 
puritie: So that this Royall Robe, the Sonne of righteouf- lS‘ 
nefle, the unipotted Juftice of lefos Chrift, doth glorifie 
the foule: r. With an entire unftained beautie: our inhe­
rent holinefle hath fome fpots and Raines of imperfection 
like the Moone: but that imputed for our juftification, is 
much more ipotleffe and orient than the Sunne. 2. Univer- 
fally5 We arewalbed, as it were, from top to toe in the 
blood ofGhrift, andcovered wholly with hisperfeft righ- 
teoufnefle. 3, Conftantly: The exercife offpirituali gra»bEtquaDjsmds 
ces and fenfe of inward comfort, may fometimes ebbe and
v ane tor a timeout the Robe of Chnits Royall Jultice once umphare/uicipc 
put on by the hand of Faith,is fure and the fame for ever. ^ππΗοηβιο*

Terrible as an armymth'Banuers.'J Befides this rich and nc duqtscertua 
royall attire 5 all this abundance of fpirituali fairenefle and Ρ'^·*»* »i®“· 
beauty; wee are to put on alfo, left hellnh Harpyes, that 1 Ω ru omnia inftne. 
mayfofpeake, fiiatch away our delicious arid divine dain- 
ties,that gliftering Armour,thicke let with heavenly Pearles, ad priliumrpi- 
defcribed,E^r/6. The glorious fpkndour whereof is a- 
bleto dazle the devils eyes, to daunt his courage, and b drive cumtoco exerco 
him put ofthe field. For hee wellknowesitto be tried, and 
of proofe,wornehyour Captaine Chrifi Zi/wr,who foildhim Dmtmr^ 
by the fivord of the Spirit. in the great combat in the Wil-^·

Bb 2 ' detnefle3
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*Ro« >« i·. dert\effe,Aiattb.^. An j it is that,by which the weakeft Chri- 
ftians (hall J?>ortl^by the blefiing ofthe God ofPeace*^«i/ie

»Ήΐιχ^>^ Hu Sat an under tbeir feete.
ίοίί j” i. "««t The fumme is ; the-heavtnly attire of a (anftified foule,is

4*»< ^arre fa’rerand more amiable than the exquifice concurrence
1 jVt in nnl- of all earthly beauties and villble * glory. Were the light of 

^alres ahove colle&ed into Sunnes (which b Aftrono- 
ιϋ. utMercurii mers fay would make manyjand added unto that great bright 
^ίΐηη* μ!» B°dy, the Prince of all the lampes in heaven; nay, ifbeGde»; 

there were anacceflion ofall the orient fplendour of all the 
and Iewels,ofall theCryflal,and glifiering things in 

ptiii«;vclaebu*this lower world:; and all compared into one beantifull bo- 
inmeio'iiibea-" dy, it would be but as a lumpe of darkenefle, to the glorie 
Kuinfiaius aii- and fairenefle ofa fanftified fdule.Forthe beautie and ami- 

ablenefle of an holy foule, inflames the heart and affeftions 
tn. oftheSonneof God, with an extraordinary pang of SpirU

wall fervent love, Cant. 4,9. whereas not all the glory of 
the world, though represented to his eyes with the faireft 

' luftre,andin the moft refined forme, could move him ever a 
whit, M«i/>.4.8^,to. Pfarowas wont to fay,if mortal! ver- 
Tues could be (eenc with the outward eye ; they would ftirre 
up in the heart extraordinary flames of admiration and love: 
what unfpeakeable ravifiiments then would Chriftian gra­
ces enkindle, were they vifible to the carnail eyes > They 
would be able to make Persecutors, Profeffours; to turne 
even Drunkards into Puritans, as they call them; the moft 
fenfiiall Epicure, into a mortified Saint.

For the fecond-.Let thy ipirimall appetite feed merrily up·* 
on that fweeteft place, E/iji 25.6. And in this mountaine frail 
the Lord of Hafiz Here is provided, as wee may See, a-
magnificent and glorious feaft, compoied of all marrow and' 
fatnefle, ofmoft refined and purified wines; which Shadow 
unto us, fpjritnall delicacies, thole golden dainties,· dig’d 
out of the rich myne ofthe my ftcry of Chrift; by the hand of 
Faith, in the Word, Sacraments, Prayer, Communion of 
Saints,folemne humi'iations,iweetSoliloquies,Solitary con­
ferences with our God, feeling forethought of infinite joyes 
thorow eternity, &c. Every circumftance breathes our new 
thing b-icTweemefle^ " ~ " is
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In tbit mountaine. ] It is drefled in Mount Zion, The per­
fection of beauty» The joy of the whole earth, The glory of all 
Lands· . which repre/ents unto us, by way of fhadow and 
type, the overflowing glory ofthe Chriftian Church· the 
very Heaven of all humane iocieties; our onely Sunne in this 
inferior world 3 which though fo much maligned, yet were 

- it removed, there would be a little hell upon earth 5 and no­
thing left but a darke Midnight of villany and horrour, foe 
incarnate Devills to domineere in.

feafof fat things, a ftaft of wines on the leer- of fat 
things full of marrow» of wine on the leer well refined. J Here­
by is intimated the matter of the Feafhand Royall provision, 
amplified with extraordinary Emphafis of words, elegancy 
of phrafe, and iteration of the fame fenfe, with varietie of 
expreflion;which alfo argues its excellency.lt is not enough 
εο have faid, offat things, but there is added, of fat things 
full of marrow, and fo proportionably of che wines 5 to inti­
mate the moft exquifite refined flower of all delicacies and 
dainties. The marrow of the fatnefle; as if a man ihould fay, 
the fpirit ofthe quinteflence, the Diamond ofthe Ring,the 

Sparkle of the Diamond, &c. And yet all this comes infinite- 
' ly ihort of what the holy Ghofi would fliadow and ihew unto 
us by the moft fomptuous materials of earthly Feafts. But 
above all, that which makes the Feaft moft matchlefle, is the 
Feaft-maker; lehovah» is the founder and furniiher ofitzThe inters guiiw ei 
maker of heaven aud of earth, makes it. The Poets deicribing 
men ofmoft ambitious appetites after choifeft dainties,fay, Numguamtnimo 
that they rob all the Elements, to pleafe their palates. The ^“lis οΜΙω*' 
Mafter of the F eaft, the cvcr-ble fled lehovah, tells us of his 
ftore and treafiiries this way, Yfal, 50.10.11. Every beafi of 
the Forreft it mine, and the cattell upon a thoufandhills, I know 
all the fowler ofthe mount aines, and the wilde bcafis of the field 
are mine, But all thefe being but onely matter of cor porall 
food,are yet nothingto thefpirituall fweetnefle ofthis hea­
venly Banquet. The fecret and facred delight of thofe di­
vine dainties intended here by the holy Ghofi»being unfpeake- 
able and glorious, doth infinitely tranfeend che poifibility of 
all.creatures to.contribute, and the capacity of the large ft
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tuall underftanding ro conceive. So muft beconftrued,. as a 
worthy Divine faies truely, that Text, i Cor.2. Not ofthe 
joyes of heaven, which here the- fiiritzali man bimfdfi cannot tell 
what they. fhall bt; but of the Gofpels joy, ofthe Wine and 
Eatlingi ready prepared, and now revealed to the Beleever by 
the Spirit.

For the third. Heare the voyce of fweetnefle and peace, 
Efay. 27,2.Singunto her: A Kinnard of ted Wine, 5wg](bunds 
nothing but joy,light fomenefle, andmirth; Vntohesjtfie 
fexe of more amiableneffe,tenderQefle,and love.^ Vineyard-j 
Vineyards, Orchards,Gardens,and fuch inclofed Plots, are 
asitwere, the flowers, ftarres,andParadi(es of the earth. 
OfWine^ though the V ine-trees of this Inclofare brought 
not forth the grofler and uncruihed Grapes; but moreim- 
mediatly, the refined and-pure blood of the Grape. Redf 
The moft generous iparkling delicious Wine. A Vineyard 
is, as it were, the Diamond cf the Ring 5wine, the fparklej 
red,the fplendour of the iparkle:all excellencies,fweetnefles, 
tranfcendencies; where God opens and exprefles his heart 
2nd love to his Church, or any of his Ghofen.

Forthefourth. Let thy faith peruie with enlarged Medi­
tations, thofe precious paflages of gracious invitation and 
bountifull encercainement, dhfat.22^. 4. Efay 55.1.2. Prov. 
9,2,3, Cant.2.^ 4, Thon jhalt fucke and be fat is fed even with 

, the. brefs ofconflations. tThy deareft and moft glorious Mo­
ther, which is clothed. with the Sunne, treads upon the 
Moone, and weares on her head,a Crowne of twelve Starres; 
fhall fweetly and tenderly beare thee upon her fides i, and dandle 

■ thee upon her knees, Efa.66.il ^12..
For the fifth. It is compared to a wedding Feaft, and that 

ofa Kings ibnne · which is wont to be honoured and crow- 
.ned with height and.variety of all magnificence and Majeftie; 
joy and triumph, mirth, and muficke. When an humbled 
foule is firft made fare to the Sonne of Godjthe joyfull har­
mony of all good hearts that heare of it, and.tbe triumphant 
Hallelujah! of the blefled Angels in heaven, concurre in con- 
ibrt, as it were, of congratulation, for fo happy a match; in 
gladneflc and joy for fo holy a change. This, firft begins at 

" ' sty. 
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thy firfl betrothing; when thou receiving a Ring, as ic were, 
befet with five precious (tones: r. Righteoufnefle.s.Judge- Ho£,.Xi,2< . 
ment, 3. Loving kindenefle. 4. Mercies. 5. Faithfulnefie.
It is afterward continued with many gracious paflages of 
love and fweeteft entertainements on both fides, even in 
this life ·, as appeares in Solomoni Spirituall Love-tong. Ic 
(ball at laft be crowned with an everlafting iubilee, and 
pleafures, moe than the Scarres ofthe firmament in num­
ber: when the Lambe receives his wife into hie neereft and 
deareft embracements 5 even into full poffefiion of the moft 
blefled, never-ending Kingdomeofheaven j bought for her 
fill!deerely, with his owne hearts blood. Then, our Feafl: 
of grace ends in the endlefle fruition of Glory. How mer­
ry then ought wee to. bee in the mcane time, who are ad­
mitted andenrighted to this gracious and glorious Feaft? 
Ofcxprefllng which to the life, the fineft fare and moftex- 
quifite delicates of all earthly feafls, come as farre (horr, as 
the dull earth comes (hort ofthe. glittering heaven; a groffe 
mortall body of the precioufnefle ofan everlafting foule: An 
inch of time, ofthe length of etcrnitie. For corporall dain­
ties fat a frailebody for a fpan of time,with earthly foode, 
accompanied with a little poore vaniihing delight of fenfe ; 
But fpirituall fo ode fillsan immortall foule with heavenly 
Manna., out of the my fiery of Chrift, attended with pureft 
joy, and fincereft pleafures through all eternirie.

6. As thou doft honour Gods Juftice, in trembling at bis 
threats,and throwing thy felfinto the duft,as extremely vile, 
andfuell of hell under his mighty hand, and the piercing 
Majeftieof his pure Word;reprefenting cleerely unto thy 
conference, and prefiing terribly upon it, the hainoufnefle of 
all thy lufts, iniquities,abominable provocations of the eyes 
of his glory and divine indignation flaming againft them; to 
when thou findeft and feeleft thy heart truely wounded .by 
the (word of the Spirit, with remorie and forrow for thy 
finnes, weary with the heavie weight and burthen of them, 
pofleffed with fincere hatred andlothing of every evill way ; 
thou.oughteft, and art bound in conference, and by the 
jEommandement of .the Holy Ghofa to glorifie Gods Truth
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in hispromifes of Mercy» by throwing thy felfe into the 
bleffed acmes, and bleeding embracements ofthe Lord lefai 
dying upon the Croflepn whom they are all, yea and Amms 
with much aiTurance and peace; with unfpeakeable and glo- 
ifousjoy. And the rather» becaufe the ipeciall feafon and 
onely opportunitie of thy magnifying and honouring the 
fweete influence of Gods deareft mercies, tender-hearted» 
neffe, and truth upon humble foules, through the precious 
promifes of life, is in this life, In the world to come they 
shall all be accompliihed upon thee to the utmoft,and crow» 
ned with a cleere vifion and full fruition of that ever-blefled
and moft glorious Majeftie. Then faith for ever expires 5 and 
we fee face to face.. . >

Thefe things being fo, and moft fure; let every true-hear- ■ 
ted Nathaniel be heartily intreated, nay, juftly charged in 
the name of lefus Chrift, by the blefled Spirit, the fountains 
of all comfort 5 as he will anfwer it at the glorious Throne 
ofMercy, erected in Heaven upon purpofe to make him 
everlaftingly merry, that hee henceforth moft refolutely 
and for ever caftout of his confidence, fprinkled with the. 
Blood of the Lambe, and out of the Kingdome of Chrift,0- 
verflowing with Peace and Joy now comfortably eftabli» 
ihedin his foule, thofe intruding uforping Tyrants; onely 
naturall Lords over naturall men : I meane, honours of 
guiltinefles falfe feares, flavifli terrours, damps and droo 
pings 5all uncomfortable penfivenefle, dej£ftions,andfeare. 
And leaving fuch Harbin as thefe, and heart-eaters, onely 
to the grumbling and guilty confidences of all thofe that 
hate to be reformed, and Satansfhves,as their proper furies; 
let him with an holy violence againft the devils cruell aflaults ■ 
and contradictions of his owne diftruftfull heart, and with 
a checrefull fpirit» lay hold upon his juft inheritance, and c- 
verlafting portion, purchafed for him by the bitter and 
painefull fofferings ofthe Sonneof God; even floods and 
freib fuccefiions ofiweeteft joyes, (bed and fhowred downe 
continually from the Throne of Grace upon his upright 
heart, in great abundance; ifhee will but onely vouch­
safe to open the doore by the hand of faith, that che blef·

j
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fod beames of fuch lightfomnefle, and comfort, ihining 
from the face of Chrift, may come in. Lec his foule,full 
fairely araied with its heavenly robes, to which, the beau­
ty of the morning, brighmefle of Moone, and glory of 
the Sunneare but a ibadow; and liftning fweetly to that 
melodious Song, compofed all of Peace and Joy, Pleafures, 
and Pardon of finne; which the mercy of God makes in 
the eare of its faith; fall to, and fill it folfeat the Wedding 
Feaft of the Kings Sonne, wich thofe ever-fpringing rivers 
offpirituall refre(hing,ouc ofthe boctomleile depth of'Gods 
free love revealed in the myftery of Chrift, by the mini­
ftery of the Word and Sacramentall grace; as with mar­
row and fatnefle: Lec ic fucke abundandy, and be fitisfi- 
ed withchebrepfts ofeverlafting confolations.And fich he. 
is incorporatedintolefos Chrift, andupon.all aflayes hath 
the wings of faith in areadineffe, tooucfove the height 
of all humane miferies : Let a him for eyer ftand like 
Mount Zion, inexpugnable, and unihaken with the moftfu- 
riousincurfions of the floods and tempeftsof all worldly Portec>utomnia 
troubleSj prefiures,and perfecucions.Set all thofe monftrou & vekcaUu’ Ie 
and moft abhorred injections, filthy temptations, and fiery humanoru,n™- 
darts, pointed wich the very malice of hell, ordinarily offe­
red to the imagination of the beft, be refolutely repelled by ctu " 
she (hieldoffaith, and retorted as dung upon ths Tempters ils^oi'ter^e& 
face. Let all ungodly oppofitions from man or devill, or 
fearefulldiftruftbebutas fo many proudand fwelling waves, 
dafhingagainfta mighty Rocke, which the more boyfte- 1
roufly they beate upon it, rhe more are they broken,and tur- adiiiius pedes 
nedinto a vainefoame and froth. bico^c'aii'1'’

Buctodelcend with thee more pun&ually.to fome parti- curfii fubtimior J 
culars: Tell mee truely, thou which haft given thy name to a I 
Chrift in truth; what is i c that troubles thee ? whac is it chat 1 if 
ftill detaines thy heavenly heare, in the chaines and fetters of Ma:-7· «5- 
honour and fadneffe; and lockes it up fo long from the en­
trance & encouragement of ipiritual! lighcfomnefle and joy?
And if I be not able to confront and confound it, by fome 
well-grounded counter-comfort and Antidote, out ofthe 
Oracle of truth; if I be not able to difeover it to be a folfe- 

created
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created croffe; and to dtdolve it into an imaginary and 
groundtefle fancie,by tbe light of the Word; then walke hea- 
vilyftill. Onely beleeve the Prophets, and thou (halt pro- 
iper. Thou muft then be contented to be counfelled by the 
faithfull Phyfitionsof thy foule· who can (hew unto man 
hiiuprightrieffe, and are intf rutted unto the Kingdome of hea­
ven ;efpecially fetching all their preicriptions, receits,· and 
countetrpoyfons, out Of the rich Treaftirie of the Booke 
ofLife : < ;

'Thou muft,learne; J . . :
i, To'put a difference beeweehe nullity-of grace, and 

imperfe&ion of grace. Many good foules defire fincerely 
that their hearts were, broken in pieces^ and bled at the root, 
for their many and hainous fiqnes; grieving much, that 
they can grieye no more :They hungerand thirft for Gbrfts 
righteou(nefle,‘more than for the wealth of the whole 

. world ; They groane mightily in ipirit for Gods favour, 
pardon of finne, power over their corruption*,’ ability to 
pray better, &c. But yet becaufe they feele not that mea- 
fure of fenfible fmarc and anguiih of heart in lamenting their 
former life3as they defirejbecaufe they have not their wiihed 
joy and peace in beleeving; becaufe they cannot now pray 
as fervently and feelingly as they, perhaps, were formerly 
wont; nor with that freedoms and heartinefle as they 
would: In a word, becaufe they are yet but fmoaking flaxe 
and bmifled reedis not full ihlning hmpes, and ftrong Pillars 
in the Houie of God j they will needs have all to be naught. 
Whereby they (I will not belie the Spirit) but moft un­
worthily deny, and in their conceits nullitie his already 
wonderfull glorious worke upon their foules - co their, I 
know not how great fpirituall hurt and hinderance. For fuch, 

■ intolerable unthankefulneile may be juftly puniihed, and 
paide home with longer detainement, upon the Racke of 
diftruftfull flaviih feare, and under the bondage ofLegall 
errours. It is a fpeciall point then of fpirituall wifedome, 
andoffingularconfequence for the foules quiet and wel­
fare ;todifcerne weakeneife of grace from want of grace. 

Matth. 5. Chrifl lefitf declaring in his heavenly Sermon who are ble£
fed
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fed, dothnqrinftance inthe perfeifions; excellencies, and 
heights ofChriftianity; though all that are true of heart, fin- 
cerely pray fo'r, and preffe after them: but in the Icaft and’ 
loweftdegrees· left the fmoakfg flaxc ihould be quenched, 
and bruifed reedes bee broken. Hee doth not lay 5 Blefl< 
are the ftrong in Faith ·, the full allured: Blefled are thofe 
that take on for their finnes, as for their onely fonne, and 
for their firft borne: but, Bic fed are they which doe hunger 
and thirfi after rigbteottfiefe : Blejfed are the poore ' in 
fpirit» 0 c. . . ·

2. Not alwayes to make fenfe and feeling the Touch- 
ftone for the truth ofthy fpirituall ftate. A man in a fwoorle 
oraileepefeelesnot his life, and yet is a living man.Itisone 
thing to have grace, another to feele grace. One thing the 
life offaith, another the life of fenfe. ■ J;

3. Not to difgrace thy owne graces, by calling th'ine eye 
too dejeftedly upon other Chriftians perfections and prece­
dencies. Let it not fare with thee in this cafe, as it doth with 
one gazing coo much upon the Sunne; who looking downe- 
wards again?, can fee juft nothing,whereas before he deere- 
ly difcernedall colours about him. Looke upon them for 
imitation and quickning, notforilaviffidejeftionand'felfe- 
blinding.

4. To acknowledge and expe&, that heavenly graces, as 
Faith, &c. while they inhabite thefe earthlyIhoufes, ebbe 
and flow, waxe and wane, faint, and flourilh; by reafon of 
the combat betweene the Flelh and the Spirit, So that if aalUM.u5 
man Ihould tellmee5that heehatheverprayed alike, with-proPhaicis’ort- 
out temptation, or darapes,without any fenfe at any time of 
deadnefle or fpirituall diftempers; that hee hath everbelee-ciim pinhim re- 
ved alike, without thofe doubts and fcruples, that faintnefle 
and feare, of which moft Chriftians fomuch complaine; nebnsnoaisabi 
Idurft confidently reply, that then he never either prayed ac­
ceptably, orbeleeved fivingly. The Fathers a fitly refem- *ua compicas.vt! 
ble the ftate of the Ch arch to the variable condition of the ;
Moone; which fometimes ihines more glorioufly, fome-ipiendorefufgj- 
times not fo .* It is fo alfo wi th every true member thereof,tn f,. 1

* reipe& ofthe-exercife ofgrace, comfort in holy duties, fenfe '
of
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of Gods favour, fpirituall feeling.
5. To beleeve the Spirit of Truth, the Word of God,and 

voyce of Chrift, before the father oflies, di&ates of naturall 
dlftruft, and fuggeftions of flelh and blood, To which, me­
thinks, thou ihouldeft be eafily perfwaded, and then all the 
mi its of thy fpirituall miieries would be quickly di (per fed. 
It is a mighty worke, if not a great miracle, to get any foft- 
nefle at all,and true remoriefor finne,into the heart of a man? 
it is naturally Co ftony and impatient of griefe; and the de- 
vill fuch a ftirrer againft it, Co that the moft are meere ftran- 
ger-s unto it; yet for all that, when this penitent forrow is 
once fincerely on foote in an afflifted foule; fo endleffely and 
on every fide are we preft, with the policies of Hell; it is 
too often too forward to feede upon teares ftill, and ftill too 
wilfull in refufing to be comforted. Satan then will be ready 
io lay; Thou feeft now, thy confcience being illightened, 
thy finnes are fo horrible and hainous, that they are too hea» 
vy a burden for thee tobeare; there is no way with thee, 
but to finke into horrour and defpaire.But what faith Chrijii 

■ Mat. s 1.18. Nay now is the ieafon : Come unto mee thus weary and heavy 
laden with thy finne, and I will refresh thee. Here now if 
thou wilt beleeve the fweete voyce of Chrift lefus, rather 
than the murthering fophiftry of Satan; if in good manners 
thou wilt come when thou art called; and not retire in afin« 
full and cruell modefty, thou (halt be presently lightened,1 
Yea but,faith the Tempter,thy heart hath beene fo flrangely 

. hardened and foakt in finne heretofore 5 now fuch an helli fh 
Amos 5.8. cloud ofdarkenefle hathfeizeduponit;thatthere.isno hope 

nor poflibiliryt But what faith the Word ? Seek? him that 
makeththe feven Starres and Orion, and turmth tbefhadow of 
death into the morning. It is hee alone that can moft eafily - 
change the difmall midnight of thy preient fpirituall mifery, 
into thegloriousmidday of fweeteft peace, andlightfome- 
nefle of heart. Yea but, faith he further, thou haft lien long 
upon the Racke ofguilty honour;had much counfell, and 
beene under the hands of miny fpirituall Phyfitians;ind yet 
no comfort comes. And what then ? Heare what the Spirit 
.of truth cels us; Since ibt beginning of the wodd3 men have not .

beard 
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heard mr perceived by the eare} neither hath the eye Jeene, 0 
God btfider thee, what Het hath prepared for him that a rvai- 
teth for him, Efay 64. j. Waiting patiently for rhe Lords __a ' 
comming to comfort us3either intemporall or fpiriruall di-Expcfl^n^ 
ftrcfles; is a right pleafing and acceptable dUrie, and fervice________ °·
Enro God, which he is wont co crownewith multiplied J
and overflowing refrefhings, when becomes. SeeEfy 40. pinentemi 
31. Nay, and (hould-ft thou die in this flare of waiting, J
if thy heart in the meane time fincerely hate all fiotiej "***’" nult*» 
heartily thirft for the mercy of Godin Chrift; andrefolve ρ*·ί*"’· 
truely upon new univerfall obedience for the time to come;
thon (halt be certainely faved; becaufe the Holy Ghoft 
faith, Efjj 30. 18, Bhfed' are all they that tvaite fir 
him.

6, That defefts, diftraftfons, failings in our fpirituall ex- 
ercifes,and undertakings groaned under,grieved for,and flri-- 
ven againft, by an upright heart; are fo farre from nullifying 
grace, that they ihould not bereave us of peace of confidence, 
or interrupt our fweete communion and comfortable wal­
king with ourGod,

7. Not to confine, undervalue, and extenuate the mer­
cies of God, promifes oflife, the holy Spiritslaving worke 
upon thy foule j and the prefent graces thou poflefleftin· ' 
truth,&c.

Thefe cautions premifed, let uy come to the examining 
and anfwering of fome complaints and counterpleas a- 
gainft entertainement of comfort, which are wont to a- 
rife in troubled conferences, out of ignorance, and mif- 
conceit of the mercifull wayes of God, and the myftcrie 
of his free love through Chrift rand doe thou conceive/ 
that proportionable foveraigne Antidotes and counter- 
comforts may be collected alfo in abundance out of 
Gods blefled Booke, againft the reft; or any reply what- 
foever.

And to begin with the fid cries of a Chriftian in the 
yangs of his New birth?

I. Apoore foulehaving wallowed long in vanity of vil— 
Janies and vanicieSjofhiftSdicentiouiheffCjis now by divine

bleiTing.;
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bleffingatthisorthe other Sermon (trucks chorow by the 
Sword ofthe Spirit with penitent 'remorfe ; and his heart 
broken into peeces, by the hammer of the Law. In this 
depth of hcavieft diflrefie, and bleeding ca(e5 hee caits 
bis eyes upon lefiu Chrift lifted up in the Minifterieasan 
Antitype co the brazen Serpent, for his comfortable bin­
ding up, and everlafting cure. Thofe Meflengers of God, 
who are able to declare unto mein bis upright nt fie, af- 
fure him in the Word of life and truth,and chargehimin 
His name who was anointed by the Lord for that jurpofc, 
and appointed by the F athcr of mercies to comfort all Mour^ 
tiers in Zion ·,that now being truelycaft downe under Gods 
mighty hand, thirfting for the blood cf Chrift, and fin- 
cerely refolving upon a new courfe for the time to come^He 
would curne his legall cerrours,into Evangelicall weeping, 
joy ; put on beauty for aihes, the garment of praite, for the 
Ipirit ofheavineile; "Tbit bee might be called a Treeofrighte·- 
oitfriejjcy the planting ofthe Lord, that hee might be glorified. 
Oh now, (ayes he, out ofthe deepe fenfe of his botcomlefle 
vileneffe,The newes is too good to be true, co wit,that now 
the blefled Sonne of God, and all the precious, rich purcha- 
tes of his unvaluable paifion ihould belong unto me, the 
finfulleft wretch that the earth beares, who have defperarely 
fpenc my dayes and ftrength fo long in the furious fervice of 
Satan;and mine owne fenfuall luft,&c.whereupon he refutes 
comfort, and chufes rather to finke againe and languilh un­
der the horrours of guilcinefl'e and feare. Whereas hee ihould 
incomparably more honour and pleafe the God of all com­
fort·, by trufting his mercy, fealing co his truth · then by un- 
feafonable fufpe&ing his juftice and power.

Here then he wofully failes and forgets himfelfe in a di- 
ftruftfull under-prizing Gods incompreheniible greatnefle, 
Almightie mercy, unlimited liberalitie and freeneifeof his 
love. He is in this cafe, not fo much to confider,what is fic 
for him to receive, as convenient for the ability and bounty 
of fo great andgoodaGod, as the mighty Lord of Heaven 
and Earth to give; who, as I told you before upon other 
occafion, doth all things like Himfelfe, If hee build, hee 
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makes a World. If hee be angry with che world,] hee fends 
a floud over rhe face of che whole earch. If hee goes one 
with the Armies of che Saints, hee makes che Sunne Hand 
ftill, the Scarres to fight, the Seas to (wallow up the moft 
dreadfull Armadoes. If he love, the precious hearts blood 
of his owne Sonne is not too deare. If he deliver any man, 
He pulshim out of the hand of the Prince of darkenefle; 
and frees him from everlafting flames, If any become his 
Favourite through Chrifts meditation, Hee will make him a 
King,give hima Paradite, and let a Crowne ofecetnitie upon 
his head.Earchly Princes at their pleafuresennoble thofethey 
love, with Dukedomes,Marquefdomes, Earledomes. What 
then, doe you thinke, fhall be done unto the man,whom the 
King of Heaven defires, and delights to honour ? Let us then, 
I lay,in fuchcaieSjConfider not fo much what is fit for as filly 
wormes to receive; as for fo great a God to beftow. If wee 
can once bring hearts bruiied and broken with the burden of 
our fiunes, bleeding and weeping unto his Ade,-cy~feate ; Hee 
will thinke all the meritorious fufferings of his Sonne;aU the 
promiies in his Booke; all the comforts of his Spirit; all the 
pleafures in his Kingdoms little enough for us.Ifwelooke 
upon ourfelves,finfull wretches,wemight juftly feare che ex­
tremefl: torments,fier cell flames, and lowert dungeon in hell, 
infinitely rather than expeft a Kingdome.But Hee loves us 
freely, Hof 14.4. Itishispleafure to give us a Kingdoms.- 
Feart not little fiocke^ faith Chrift; for it isyotst Fathers good 
pleafxre togizie you the Kingdvme, Luk^i2^2t If it be che good 
pleafure ofche King of Kings, to bellow a Kingdoms upon 
a truely humbled foule, which he makes in che meane time 
his Royall Throne here upon Earth3 EpJ'57,i5· What can 
Man or Devil!,or any diftruftfull heart (ay againft it? And 
Why ihouldft thou, being fuch an one, be fo unmannerly and 
UnthankefuILnaydb unneceflarily cruell to thine owne heavy 
heart,as nor to open the everlafting doore of thy foule by 
the key of Faith, co let che King of glory, knocking with his 
hand of mercy,come in and crowne it with grace a id glory, 
Withcomforc and everlafting peace ?

11. But alas, faves he, my finnes are raoe than any mans.
' Now ' v
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Now when 1 am fearching into the finite of them, I can 
finde neither banke nor bortome. Vnnumbred fwarmes of 
grofle impieties and iniquities chorow my whole life,; of 
abominable.impurities and pollutions,which haveccndnu- 
ally defiled my minde,heart, and affeCtions, armed wich feve-

* rail (lings of terrour, doe io reftleily prefie upon my woun­
ded confcience, and opprefieit; that I cannot, Idare not 
thinke upon, or looke towards any comfort.

omnii Mm<p<e Let them be what they are, and adde thereunto all the 
FaVrcmituu^ ^nnes which have, are, and (hall be committed by all the 
neec iiii ιιηφλτη tonnes and daughters of .Adam from the Creation, to the 
imwubir.eaimii enj of [fog World; exceptingfinne againft the holy Ghoft; 
Innes fi >1* ho- and yet in an heart truly humbled under them,heartily hating 

w r^ern a^5cornming with a fincere fpirituali hunger at* Chrifts 
inimo dole»pu-Call to be disburdened of them; they can make no more 

agamft the mercies of God, than a little fparke of 
tiiHmiimiuxii’i fire againft the mighty Sea,tbrowne intothe midftofit;nays 
iniouiotes Ji- infinitely leffe. For all thefe finnes would ftill be finite both iuliccxntj qiio0 J *
eu Deo dirplice- in nature and number 5 but Gods mercies are every way mfi- 
te iarelligi^ ‘ - - - - - -

con fit ot·
Prfi.
« M»t.j 1. 18.

Ver Gt,?,?·

nite. Now betweene that which is finite, and that which is 
infinite, there is no proportion, and fo no poifibilitie ofre- 
fiftance0Whence it is,that the Prophet inviting his people to 
repentance, Efay 5 ^.y.by afliiring them of Gods fwette, mer­
cifull and gracious difpofition, left any too fearefull and de- 
je&ed fpiritunder-valuingGods mercy, ihould thinke thus 
within it (elfe.* Be icfo: yet alas, my finnes are fo many, nd 
fuch a tonne of Belial have I been, and fo endltfly provoked 
the glory of his pure eye, that I can expeftno mercy: the 
pollutions of my youth have been fo prodigious and infecti­
ous, thatl have no face to prefie unto his Throne of Grace; 
&c. God himfelfe doth there purpoiely prevent the objecti­
on, and (peaking to our capaci tie,which cannot comprehend 
infinity,replies to this fenfe: Oh fay notfol Stay all fuch de- 
Ipitefull thoughts; doe not caft the incompreheniiblenefle 
ofmy mercy,in the narrow mould of thy finite (hallow con- 
ceite: doc not fo unworthily abridge and confine the unli­
mited and boundleffe companion of the mighty Lord of 
Heaven and Earth: For my tbmgfitr, arc not your thoughts, 

neither
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neither are jour wayes my wayes: for as the heavens are higher 
than the earthy fo are my. wayes higher than your wajes, and my 
thoughts than your thoughts, Many a bruiied reedc would not 
exchange the comfort, which the weakeft faith may extraft 
out of this fweeteft place, for all the Kingdomes of the earth. 
For he' faith riot, that his wayes and thoughts of knowledge 
and wifedome; but his wayes and thoughts of mercy, areas 
farre above ours, as the Heavens arc above the Earth : In- 
dced.as himfelfe is above man, which is, infinitely. And cake 
noticeby the way, that the mercies of God doe exercife this 
infinite untenable power onely in truely humbled beleeving 
faults; heartily hating, and fincerely fet againft all finne, I 
fayfo, left any-iwpsMicchi ihould prevent this precious point, 
or trample upon this Pearle. For as in fuch a foule no finnes 
either for number or notorioufnelie, can pofiibly withftand, 
or Hand before Gods infinite mercies: fa not one drop of all 
thole infinite .mercies belongs unto any thatgeeson willing­
ly and delightfully; hating to be reformed in any one knowne 
finne,or that he might know, and wilfully forbearcs to bc in­
formed. As the invaluable blood of Chrift turnes the’very 
icarlet finnes of the truely broken beleeving heart into whiteft 
(now , fo it jwill never wafh away the'leaft finfull ftaine.from 
the~proud hearp pf any unhumbled Plurifee. Let none there­
fore tKat goes on ftill in his trefpaflcs, take up any vaine con­
fidence, or mif-grounded condufion of falfe comfort from 
hence,by mif-concciving thus: It is lo, that the infinitenefic 
of Gods mercy cannot be refifted by thegreatnefte, or multi­
tude of finnes, being ever finite both in their number and na­
ture How is it poflible then that I ihould miffe of thofe in­
finite mercies ? Why may not I comfortably hope, that my 
finnes alfo ihall be fwallowedup in that bottomlefl'e Sea ? I ' 
will tell thee why. As the power of God, though it be in­
finite, yet is limited by his will: fo the mercies of God, 
though they be infinite.are regulated by his truth. He is able to 
make millions of Worlds moe, bat yet we fee, his Will wis 
but to create one. His mercies tranicend with immcafurable 
diftance,thc height of Heaven, and depth of Hell, and are id»

Cc dccd,
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deed,as Himfelfe,infinite: but bis tiuch hath rofd us,that none 
fhall have part in them, but thofe alone who repent and bc- 
ieeve. Gods Truth revealrd in bis Word, mufl ever confine 
ihe current of his companions, and is the touchftone to try 
and qualifiethofe3to whomhis mercies belong.See then whac 
kinde1 of people are partakers of Gods infinite mercies, by the 
teftimony of that Wordof Truth, by which wee muft bee 
judged at thelaftDay, Prov.28.13.1.11^4 18. Ifa.61,1,2,2, 
Pfal.ij-.Ezek.iS. 21. Pfal. 147, 3. Ifa. 55. 7. Pfal.34 18. 
Salomon faith in the cited place; He that confeffeth andforf^ 
ketb bitfinnes Jbalihave mercy. How then can hee expeft any 
mercy,who takes them not to heart,but lies in them ftill ?

III. Of the pardonabknefte of my other: finnes,'-faith 
another, Icouktbec reafonably well perfwaded; but alas, 
thereisone above all the reft, which now upon difeovery 
andremofe, ,1 finde to bee dull of ranke and helliih poyfon 5 
of fuch a deepe and damnable die ; to have ftrookefo dcfpe- 
ratcly in thedayesof my lewdnefle,. at the very face of God 
himfelfe; and farre deepelier into the heart of lefwChrifi, 
then the fpeare that pierced him, bleeding upon the crofle; 
and thereupon at this prefent, flares in the eye of my newly 
awaked and wounded.confcience, with fuch honour and 
grieflinefle,that I feare me, divine juftice wilVtliinke it fitter, 
10 have this moft loathfome,inexpiable ftaine; rather at length 
fired out of my foule with everlafting flames; (if it were 
pofliblethac eternall fire could expiate the finfull (iaines of 
any impenitent damned foule) then to bee-fairely wafhed 
away in the. meane time with His blood, whom I fo cruelly 
and curfedly piercedwithjt. ©hl chis-is it that lies now up­
on my heart like a mountaine of Lead; farre heavier then 
Heaven and Earth, and enchaines it with inexplicable rerrour 
to vheduft and place of Dragons. This alone ftings defpe- - 
rately;keepes me from Chrift; and ctys me off from all hops 
of Heaven. I am afraid, my wilfull wallowing in it hereto" 
fore, hath fo reprobated my minde, feared my confcience, ~ 
and hardened my heart, that I fhall never be able to repent 
with any hope of pardon.., 1

’ ■ ’ And...j
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And why io ? Is this iinne ot thine greater, then Manaf- 

fehs familiaritie with wicked fpirits f jThenPauls drinking up 
the blood of Saints ? Then any of theirs in thatblacke Bill, 
i Cor.6 1.0,11. whb notwithftanding'were afterward upon 
repentance waihed, fanftified and juftified ih the name of 
the Lord lefus,' and by the Spirit of our ®od ? Then Eves 
tranigrertions who opened the floodgate to aft the finnes 
which (hall be committed from the Creation to the end of 
the world,and co all thofe torments which fliall flame in Hell 
t’fiorow all eternitie ? Then that horrible finne of killing 
Chriftlefus? And yet the murderers of that luft and holy 

• One,, upon their true compunction of heart, were faved by 
that precious blood, which they had cruelly fpilt as water up­
on the ground, But be it what it will, a fcarlet finne, a crim- 
fonfinne, acrying finne ; and adde unto it Satans malicious 
aggravations, and ail that horrour, which the dejeitednefle 
of thy prefentafflifted Ipirit,and darkeneffeofthy melancho- 
like imagination can pct upon it;yet Pattis precious Antidote 
Rom.f.io, holds triumphantly Soveraigne aiwell againft rhe 
hainouihefle of any one finne, as the confluence-of many, 
Wherefinneabounded^grace over-abounded. It is indeed a ve-., , ·
ry heavy cafe, and co be deplored even with teares of blood3 l"”’ 
that choufhouldeft eve<· have fo highly difhononred thy gra­
cious G.od,with fuch an horrible finne in the dayes of thy va- 
nitie, and thou oughteft rather chuie to bee torne in peeces a Κοπ 
with wilde Horfes, then commit it againe ; yet if thy heart guan) fiquisfe- 

now truely wounded with horrour and hate of it, will but 
clea ve to the truth and tender-hearrednefle of lelus Chrift in liim liberaret, 

his promifes, and fall into his blefled and bleeding armes 
ftretched out moft lovingly to eafe and refrefh thee; as the dum&conrpici- 

hainoulneficofit hath abounded heretofore; His grace will 
now abound to the lame 1 proportion ; and much more ;r«foium,rcd& 
Nay,I will fhew thee a P earle. 1 n this cale by accident,Gods 
mercies (hall be ex’raord narily honoured, in pardoning fuch
a prodigious provocation, becaufethey are thereby■ “JS it rctprincipacum.. 

were, put unto ic, and their dearenefle, Iweetnefle, and infi 
nitenefle improved to the greater height and excellencie ;a ,n’

Cc a and
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- Magnitude & and b the blood of Chrift made, as it were, more orient and 
ii'spcr Jccctwm ilia Λ Γ ion s; and the honour and prer.ioufn&lfe of ir advanced,, 
abundani.fitms-hy wafhing a way fuch an hainons helbfh .Ipot. If we bring 

broken belecving hearts towards W® -Mercy kate; ir is the 
morbus eft de-. Lords Name to forgive alllbrtS of offences, inicjuitie^trAnf- 

greffion^andfinne Exod. 34 7. .It is His Covenant to fprinkle 
prrftantii fit cleane water upon us, that wee may be clcane, and to cleanfe 

us from all ourfiMinefa and from.all our Idols ,Ezek.<36.iy  ; 
peccatoruni no- cven ffOrn dolatry, the highlit villany againft rhe Majcthe 

^vroq of Heaven t Sojhat a Papift,. upon repentance may be favedj 
tamo grat^. jc js yj,. prom'tfe not onely to pardon ordinary finncs, but 
p’tmmeX^ thofe alfo which be asfcarlet, and red like crimfon,Ifa,i.i8.' 
ciiredditaiiu- js pjjs free companion to cafte all our finncs into the depth3 
cToUcns’irtiqui- of the fea,Mich 7.19. .Now the fea, by reafon of hisvaftneffe 
tatem, fcccatum can drowne as .well Mountaincs as-.Molehils : the bonnd- 
^imcxprimftJr leffe Ocean of Gods mercies.can fwaljo.w up our mightieft 
magnitudocie- finnes as a cloud,E(a.44· 2 2. Now theftrengthof the Sum» 
no'i^evibustan. mcrs Sunne is able to katterthe thickeft Fog, as well as the
tumdciiftis det thinneft Mift. nay, co drive away the darkeft midnight: the 
ΖΚ£££?ί5μ unrefiftable h.eate of Gods free love. Chining tborow the Sunne 
icekribus.fa^r» Q(Righteoufijcfie upon a penitent foule,to diffolve to nothing 

the defperateft worke of darkened, and moil horrible finne 
^n^namribtbe/i farrc more eafily.. But this myllerie of mercy, and miracle of .

Gods free lo.ve, is a lewcll onely for trucly humbled - 
ibules, and the feakd Fountaine^ Letnoftrangec - 

to the life of godlinefle meddle with it.
LetnoSwinetramplc .it under 

his feete^r...

fiitv that then κ ! 
an fin fo boinouis 
whether n^tu^aH 
caTTKSiicn^r out· 
MuJttaugtfiai‘i
ar
piifnmprian,bHt 
apin rtptntMcc, 
the marc·) if Gsd 
ή obit & Had] Ci 
■limit it-Hitton.
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A Table of the1 generaT' heads as
’·,,.· they lie'in'order in thei-Booke,

0ds children excell Cautions to beginners to forfahe all 
‘ for Chrift. 25

Two market, to Jee their Faith and
in Grace.

K Specialfdulies of 
a the godly. 3
? Adultittidc of un- 

fanitified, 4
State ofthegodly,fins ofthe time.' y 
Rears reproaches of the wicked. 6. ,
.Singuhritie in dfires to ad earthly 

thingsis ufed. ' 8
Three Properties of a cctmpkate 

Chriftian. > · . 9
Gods free Grace is. the catife of;all 
good. . ’ ibid,

ΛΗpraife due to God. 12

Adiracttlous mercies to England. 13 
Not to reproach any for oatarard de. 
febls. , . 16

Pittj the tvicked. _ T 7
Nofirefeene graces arc catife of Ele­
. Sion. , 18
Perfonall goodneffe Nings, many 

blejfings., i( · ;; > ibid,
Parents prayer and education of chil­

dren. 19
D anger of goods ill got. 20
Religion and Rigbteottfiieffe goe to- ; 
gether. ■ . ·. ■ 21

Grace dieth mt. ArgununtSa 22 
Srpeet comfort herein. 2’4

-. Repentance found, that knowledge 
bejoyned with affection. 26 

See thebeart be tritely changed, ibid, 
Keepe good company. , · ibid.

, Generall calling andjptciaU mull 
. agree. 27
Helper togrowne Chriftiansytonftant 

life of the meaner. ibid.
Humbled for dec sics, aime at per- 
fiffion.', ' . . < ibe

Sbnnaccafioncffallingba^ all 
iflofi. ih.

Shun the corruptions of the'time, o~ 
there be counterfeits.. f 28 

Walkp with Godwhat, godly delight 
■in it. ;y '-75: 29,30»
Adany things drive w to God, Gods 

mercy former walking with God.^i 
Confident ontrislls·, con fl ant in holy 
- duties. 32
latere fin Chrift fhould quicken to 

this dutie. · ib.
1. Preparation to walke with God, 
mt to lie in (tnyfinne, danger of oiir 

bofome finne, how knowne. 35
Many deceived herein. 38
Hew the godly carry ihemfilves in

2
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relapfes} how the wicked. 40 

Fapifts fouly flander our profifam, 
ibid.

2. Abhorre fervile and hypocritical!
obedience. * 43

Divers forts ofHypocrites. ' ?. 4'4. 
Neceffitie of walking in fome ptrtlcu- 

lac calling. 48
Rules thereof. « ibi. 
q.Deny'thy filfe; y 1 . ■ ';"5r 
4. Live by Faith.1. for lufUficati- 

on.2.for Santfification. 53 
5 .Specially regard fubfantiallnuat- 
.ters of Chrifianity.. ·' ·. 57;
6. Armeftron^y againft worldlineffe.

60
y. Be raviftedwith Gods Love. 61 
g Brize Gods favour above ally with 

a free acccffetobim·. ■ . 6-2
p.Cunftant meditations ok Chrift, 6 3 
io .GJ t thinks ofthe joyes of heaven.

^5
Generali dire&io ns. 66

Confcimable performance of holy dir­
tiest ■ >;.Λ.'/>- ibid

1. A right difaptim beforeytot living 
infinne, ' 67

2. Afpirituallbehaviour in them, 68
3, Labour for what we pray for. 6 9 

2,Dccline Idlenejfe, 70
j,SeiDgfiHfaryimedttate)withftaud 

thoughts of pleafure. 71
NoHrifb no wicked thoughts, 7 2
Let not opporlunity’fiip, - ib,

4. C ompany^fhunue eviH, y 3
twofold fellowjhip ^common, lawful! 
with all» facial!, not hwfwll. ib.

Many hurt by ill company. .74· 
"three rules of converfing with 

prophane. 84
Hew to canverfi with good company. 

. ibi.
‘ ^.Specially lookfto thy heart, r. our 

thoughts. 2. to keepe our thoughts 
fifbjeft fo Gods will, 88 ”

Godfeeth opr thoughts, 8p 
Godly be troubled for their thoughts-, 

ibid,'
We muft give account for. every.idte 

thought. ib.
God is glorified by otir-thoughts. ^0 
Nothing can hinder our tbougths, ib. 
Some heavenly thoughts. ibi 
Thoughts be moft fpirituall. c/ΐ

2 . To watch over our hearts, which 
are at a Citie befieged. ib,

What hurt by the ease and eye. p2 
Crttfh ill thoughts in rifing3 nourifh 

good.^
3 .Lift up the heart to heavenly 

thoughts. . ibid.
6. Watch over thy unrulypaffions as

Anger. 9ft
Lifen to the counfell ofmsrali men in 

many particulars, 95
There is a holy Anger. 99
I.To fie God in all croffesis chiefe, 

to moderate Anger. 100
2. Gods patience to finners. ib.
Necdlefie feares breed caufieffe (or- 

rowes. 104
Comforts againft thefe jiares. 108 
Some grief for troubles longpaft. Iio 
Spirituall joy and (arrow agree, til
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y.Look? to tby tongue. 112

Chriftian falling into ill company 
muft reprove. 113

Except Dogs and Swint, who be 
fuch. 114
Advife in cliff cult cafes. 118
Sinfidl, forbearing reproofe. 119
Reasons for reproofe, 120
A fanSiftea fiience. Why fome be 
cenforious'. 126

A.fincere heart wiB cenfttrc itfelfe.
' 128

Godly finndred to be thitfe cenjurcrr.
129

Difference betweene right and pro-.
. phane cenftsring.· 13 0

Godly in all. ages reproached. 131
How the goody dot cenfuiO. 132
Divers endsofeenfuring, 135
backbiting. 141

In whac cafes we may ipeake 
oPmens faults in abfence.

Of godly conference. Weare too unfit 
hereto. 146

How to deale in bad companies. 147 
Get a habit of heavenly tnindedneffe.

148
8. A due confederation tfourabii- 
ons. 149

A good aSlion is good in all points.ib. 
In Nature. 15°
Meet. Objeft. S51
Matter. ibid.
PerfenmUftbepleafing. 1$2
Hears fincere'. ibid.
Meanes good,circumfianctfftajana- 

kk. ϊ 53

Ends muft be good. 154
1. Recreation not cofify. ibi.
Not cruell. 255
Not to lofe time. 157
Timefhoit. 1 1^8
Time precious. 159
Hew worldlings fpend timt. 161 
We have many opportunities to good.

I £2
How the godly fhould re deemet be 

time. 163
Confideration of time to came. 164 .
We have golden dayes. Danger will

come. j 6^
Our bodies-muft decay. ibid.
Wenrnft give account for time. ibid.
The beft reckoning. Beft have many 

lets. " 166
Chriftians fhould be fparing in their 

recreations. i6y
Nothing muft abate our ftirituall 

comfort·. j 68
Hoi rour of confidence. 169
How profane feeky earthly joyes. ibi.·
Difference ifffpiritualland carnail

Joyes. . 17α
I. Inlaftingneffe. ibid.
2. In purity. Many mifiries of car· 

nail joyes. - 171
Sweet neffe of firituall joy. >74 

q.Tbeir excellency. 175
^'Unconquerable* 1/7

fPscked cannot heare the Ioffe of their 
ebiefe delights. 178

life not to fuffer earthly,to deprive of 
heavenly. 179.

2. Off vi fitations o£ one anellau 
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200mucbh.irme, 

H'arrantable,
180.
181

Serviccableneffe to great Ones it dan- 
182gerous.

Feafting with fuch is fo. * 
How to prevent tboje..

183'
1S5

ASions indifferent in nature nor in 
tife. . 186

Nat too bold to rtfh into company 0187 
Cautions to be bet fed. To jeel^ their 

•goodbe3armed. 188
'Lawfull to obferve carnall men with

common Offices. ■ - 
Not to farvne on great mtn.

189
190

Great griefe by fcrvttig mens htt- 
. mours, ' 191

Much comfort-in -communion of 
- Saints.
Prepare fir focietie.

■ibid. 
■ ibid.

Common meetings full offinfuS talke, 
fo be great fiafts. 193
3 .Concerning naturall actions eate3 

drmke, fieepe. 194
Gluttony, finfull baits, hurts hereof.

Ti breeder difedfiso 
Shortens life.

■ *95 
196 
197

Many caffes offbertneffeof lift bin- 
. ders actively. 1518

Light of nature condenmes gluttony.

Fxceffe in drinkp. Foule fins now
approved. 200

ludgmtnls of the Fathers againft 
drinkjngbealihs. 201

Skepetrightandidufe there of. 105

tfidl things,
4 . Of civill dealings, Do atwe roateld 

be done to. 207
How this rule is to bc under food.

’.· 208
-rdbhorre all unjuft dealing. 210 
How Goddesks with the unfufi.ii 2 
Ahnes out of wrong is abominahl ,214 
Not to de[igkt too much in any earth-

lyitbing. 215
God takes away filch delights·, 2ii 
Or het croffethJucb. 217
1, FnfiuLble. Nothing can content

thefoule but Gad. 220
Sou’-e changed-fettles on God, under-.' 
r fianding inligbtncd, will fatif- 

fied. ' ' 221
ffommtmion with God is fam more 

than fight of Hirn. 22 2
All delights come fhort. ibid.
Pnhdppiefoule that feeekes content its

Creatures. 223
Neverfatisjkd.Caufes thereof 22^.
Rage of ambition. 225
Wfall effeSs of Covet onfmffe. 226
Ofyoluptuoufheffe.· 227
Of Malice. 22y
2. Inordinate defire hardens the heart.

231
In marriage. Grace if chiefly to bee 

fought.Mutttailemtentment. 235 
Seek marriageby prayer. 237
No Concealment of defies. 238
Some too ^orrvardin commenrling.ibi. 
Common duties, 1, Lovlngnef e,jee

God in all. 239
240



The TabJe.·
Common cares of families. ibid.
Conceakeach other/fault/, ? .patience 

looke fir infirmities. 2 4 t |
Nognod by falling out. ibi. :
In bearingwith wants, not tublame I 

each other in croffes .(pairingfor con- j 
verfion of one another. ^Chaflity.ib.

Proper duties, j. Husband m a head, J 
Properties meet, unmeet. 244 1

He is in wifdome tn provide^ excel/ 
in gift/. 245

Not ta contenttie for weakenejfe of 
fexe. 246;

l.He mutt dwell with her according 
io knowledge. ibid.

I. Ifo amend things amife, or heart 
■with them. ibi.

Great.hurt by not obfemeng^ne ano­
ther. 247

2. By wifi ordering all family bnfi- 
nefie. ibid.

3. Chiefe to guide., her. in the way to 
life. 248

^.Cartfirdhefahsatim of frit family.
ibid.

Duty ofthe wife, 2 .to approve of her 
husband/'avtboritie, 250

Motives io,thisand danger of the 
contrary. lfr λ ibi.

2. A willing fnbmifion^iohhdire- 
Hionyefraints, commands. 251

A helper in allefiates, a patterne of a 
worthy wife. 252

Wifely to order her hufwify, special­
ly hclpe in.grace. 254

Pothljryne in prayer oft. Benefits by 
their, joint prayer, ibid.

5. Of worker of mercy: to thefoule in 
16.particulars. 7 0 the body. ’257V

Spirituall be ebife. pfi to inprove 
all for furtherfalvat ion with facing' 
knowledge to himfelfe and family.

258’
Neighbours, fl rangers 3 oppofites, con- 
flant in good.' 260·

Pom fl may be thus mercifu.lt. ibid. 
Many fffeUudl moties to this antic 
of mercy eveiy dy. 261
&roneglelt of this alfo: 1 .hinders 
all other ditties. ■ 262·

2. Great hurt thereby :· all is naughty 
without it, 264
^.Example of Chrift, a cheife.motive.' 

ibid.
^..Lafl judgement pafle th on this du* 

tie, 264
7, God will repay. 266'
6. Its the way to thrive in t hew arids 

order to whom. 1 267
Why we fhouldnot muligne.our ene— 
i mie bis wofull fl ate, fin-fake thine 

cwue mercy. Gads patience to fin- 
ners, · 268

• Wee woundovr owne foukt} wee get 
■ good by enemies. 270·

Godly reproached many wayes by the 
- wicked. ‘ 272

I.Theylefen their graces. 2. repsrt 
> truthsmalicioufiy.^zCbarge with

. things they never did. 4. charge 
with vice when they excell in 
the contrary grace. 273

No colour for hypocrites. ' 274
Godly be fpecially chalenged to be 

woM’3
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worldly,who be nothing lefft. ibid. 
Many ocoafiens of this pander, ιηβ 
Wicked may etfilygrcw richi 278 
Hypocrites in almesfeeke them fives.

280
Worldlings would /pare fimutking to 

bcfavid. v 281
Why Chriftians he moftflsnderedfsr 

worldline fie. 212
Many things to keepe them from 

wealth. 283
Repetition of all of this point. . 287 
Motives againft worldlinefie. 289 
6, Concemes our fpiritualleftates, 0-.

ver-valuing3 under-valuing. 2 94 
. Many well conceited without ground.

ibid.
Many unregmerate have no hope of

Jalvation3moft prefime^ 295
Prcfumption bred in nature. 299
Meanes of deceite. ibi,
Maine Arguments of deceit. 306
What comforts not the heart; ■ 3® 7
Hava found comfort if Yaifd, 308
Whole manner of true couverfton. 310 
Properties of unfound converfion.ibit- 
T rue change is of every part. 311
t. Integrity. -■ > ■■ ibid.
2,Sinc;rity. 3. Spiritual growth.· 

q.Selfe-d ftiall. 3 12
The converfion of a true convert.314 
Allin truth.yet many infirmit e\3 , 5 
Strong affttrance of falvation. 316 
Further afiuranceby induali vifion.

,3V
. Objection concerning feeling. 318 

Anfwev : Noneinftcrme. ibid.

A fit trance of adherence not of evi­
dence. 3^

hfwant of feeling cleave to Chrift.
thid;

Afiurance of pardon is an effect of 
Faith. ’ 520

d States of Faith formerly delivered, 
ibid.

Bellarmines objeftion againft/peci- 
all Faith. Anfw. 2. AS of Faith;
A(fent io the promife makes jnft,

32Z
Certifications findes juft. 322 · 
Special! application of promifer'ar- 

'g^s. 'ibid.
A man may fee he hath Faith. Hot» 

we may know it true, 328 
-.By tffi Els. Love ofthe brethren, f2^

, By teftimony ofthe Jpirit. ibid. 
This is no extraordinany Revelation 

^27 
Difference of a true perfwafion from 

rtfalfe. _ 329
i.Truth ever agrees with the Word;

.33° 
Whofinnot^ many deceived, ’ibid. 
Particular afftirance· is drawne by. 
conference out of she Word. 331 

2 . Sound affttrance breeds delight in 
the meanes, ' 332
This is much af itdted. 333 

It is accornpaniedwi{h many feares.
. · .334

Falfcafjttra ice bathno doubts. 335 
Its a figne of Faith to be troubled, ib. 
4. Sound affwance breeds prayer. 336 
5. Stirres up to holineffi. ibid.

6. It
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6. It hath many quicknings of the 

Spirit. ' 337
7. Ilf beft'under the crOjfe. 338 
8. Its never felt but afar confer fan. 

ibi.
9. It fadeth not. ibid.
I0.lt can give reafonfor it. 339 
11. It hungers to grow in grace, ibi. 
Arme again fl jpirituall pride. 340 
Remedies againft pride, 341

2.Confider Godf aU-feeing eye.ibi.
f. i.Godf peifeibbolinef 'e, ibid. ’

^.Puritie of Godf Law. ,342 
4.Holieft life of the godlie bi. 344 
•q.Sttndry confiderations. ibid. 

We he guilty of Adams finne» ibid. 
Naftuall corruption. ibid.
Infinite all nail traffgreffons, 347 
Beft duties ftained, ibid.
Seeds in all finne in thee. ibid.
Coyifider who m ide thee to differ.ibi.

'.6, Thon mufi give account for all 
r received. ·■ 3 46

. More fhall be required) where mof 
received. ibid.

7. Wofidl tffeQs of pride odious io 
God and man. 347

Such be over-talkative and maflerly.
. “ . 348

Cenfiriows ofunregeneraie. ibi- 
Why godly be fiandered for pride; 349 
Affability iifittefi to winne. ibi. 
Suchproud perfins fall intofond opi­

nions. ibid.
Tea into groffe finne which is very 

fcandalous. 350
Wittk^dinfidt at i his. To much hurt

hereby. 352
Others be too much defined. Gnat 

. hurt hereby.
Tbefi leffn Godf rich mercy, ibid. 
Be made unfit for all duties. ib.
P ’e ife the fie vdl. ib.
D if courage others without, ib.
IIgodly life comfortable, 33s
Wicked thinke it not fi, who cmvet- 

tedfh mid fiide better, ib.
They fhordd tremble for their wofidl

eflate. ·, 356
Faithfnllfhouldrcjoyce. fie ■ ibi. 
The Authors dfire tp comfort de- 

jeffed fifties. 359
l.True comfort is proper to them, ibi. 
No worldlings can have true joy. 360 
Their wofidl condition, for all their 

delight. ibid.
Caiefeswhy the gody fbould rejoyce, 

363 
Simes be for^ven,. ibid.

They be proteHed hy God in the.r 
prefent fate. ib.

Death fanSified:acquitedat the day 
ofjudgement. ibid.

p.-Afier newbirthpnorecaxfe of joy 
thanfirrow. 364

Affii^ion infinitely leffe than glory :
Fore-thoughts of glory, comfort in 
allcroffes. ib.

lay of the Airtyrs. 365
Truth of Faith, net great neffe brings 

comfort. 366
3. It is a finne not to rejoyce,very 

hurtfull. Wee are much required 
torejoyce, . ibi.

What
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What true joy if. 367
Feeling maype wanting, ■· ibi. I 
4. Confidtf'what graces thaw ha fa re- \ 

ccivcd; What- outward bkfiings, 
368

Jn et offer what fweet promises. 369 
Reproaches be evownes. ibid.
Sorrow for finne brings comfort. 370 
loy andjorrow will •agree. ibib.
Sore tentations jhew wee bee freed 

from Satan., ·
5. Faithfull are bound to keepe a 

Feafi. ·- : ■ ihi.
Exeillencie of this .Feafi is fet out in 

..five things. "37 2
~1. At tyre ofjufiification}and fan-

Hificaton, (et out Cant.6\ 1 o.ib.
2.Dainty foods, Eiay 25. 6,of the 

Word and Sacrament. *374 
^.Pleafant Affffic\e,Efi.2j.2. 376
4 Royall intertainement. Mat.22.3.

Eay 55.1. Prov. 9.2. ibid.
5 . Great pompe. 1. at betrothing. 

2. full marriage, Cane. 2. 3. 4.
, 377

S. As wetmxrnejo are we bound to 
rejoyceyeaiu thit life. 378

■Such be charged to cafi away all ter- 
τ our St and to embrace all comfort.

379

Objections of weake believers anfernr, 
red, '380

I ■."Nullity off Grdce and weakenefie 
differ. ibi.

2 hedge not by feeling.. 381
3 . Looks not on otherr excellencies. 

. - 382 
4. All Graces'-ebbe and flow. · .ib, 
5 Harken to Gods trathynot Sataus 

hes. ib.
1 Tbyfinn- is fir great, . - ib.
Now there, is 110 hope. ■ i.e ib. 
Tnat thou liafib/eu jo long in finne. 

ibid. 
If thou die in waiting^rt fitved.^^ 
^.NodcfiUs mike finne voide. ib. 
Wee are not to> under-value Gods 

grace. ib,
Complaints of poore fiules anfwered. 
1.700 good to be true. Gods mercies 

unmeafierabk. 38^
Confider what is meet for God to

give. .. 386
2 .0b my -fiune is exceffve. ib. 

■Gods mercies be infinite. - 3^7
No mercy fir impenitent. 3 88
3 , There is one finne above all which 

makes me. doubt. ^8^
Anfwere where fin abounded, Grace 

■ over-ab funded. 330

FINIS.
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