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Die Mercwrii iq. Aus-ufti.
J O I /

'IT is this day Ordered by the Commons
.Laflembled in Parliaments That Sir Ed
ward Aifcough , and Sir lobn Wray, doe
from this Houle give thankes unto Mafter
Twekney of Bo flow, and Maflrer Coleman o£
Blyton in Lincolnefbire for the great paines
they tooke in the Sermons they this day
preached at the intreaty of this Houfe at
S'. Margarets Wejhninfierjt being the day
©f publique Humiliation, and to defire
them to Print their Sermons. And it is
Ordered that no man flhall prefume to
Print their Sermons without Licence un
der their hands,

H. Elfyng^ Cler, Park E>. Com.

Authorife Chriftopher ^Meredith or his Aflignes to
print my Sermon above-named, and no man elfe.

Thomas Coleman.

This is entred according to Order
Henry Walley.

a.

By

Published by Order of the faid Houfe.
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purfuit of Happinefle defired, and
for Advantages flipped in that purfuit :

A SERMON PREACHED
to the Honorable Houfe of Coiiu

mons on the monethly Fall day, •
^ttgttft jo. 1643. At Sr. ^Margarets

Church in Weflminfler.

Thomas Coleman, late Minifter of Gods
Word at Blyton in Lincolnshire,and now Preacher at

S'. ‘Peters Cornhil Loudon: one of the Divines
in this prefent Affembly.

<5>
Brethren,!count not my felfe to have attained any thing,but this one thing

I doe, I forget that which is behinde, endeavour my felfe to that
which is before;

Andpreffe hard toward the marine —■ Phil. 3.13, r 4. <>
Oh that it were with me, as in the moneths of old \ lob 2 p.2. <>

<£>  . ..

. LONDON,
Printed by I. L. for C hriftopher Jlderedith at the Sign of the Cran'

in Pattis Church-yard, M. D, C. X L I IL
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To the Honorable Houfe of Commons
now Aflembled in Parliament.

and duty command, the tender of my be fl refit efts to be
(f prcmifed-, I fee, others doe it, I know, loWe it, and I would

not be eitherfingular, or unmannerly: Becaufethen Imuft
fl cake, let tne fiteake as the words of God, nay, let me fiteak.

in the words of God. Nothing is at this time more neceflary then the fli-
rit of difeerning, thereby we may be taught to know chaffefrom Wheats:
Nothing more complainedof then inabilitie this way : But feme are ma-
lignant-and wilfully fo - a rod for fetchfoo les backs: and there is reafon in
it, I would doe both thefe • Give eyes to the blinde, and flripes to the bad;
that the one might fee, the other notfinne. Two Scriptureflories doe the
Vforke, thence we have from the one a dire (lion to know, what is iuft from
the other, correction of him, that is not iuft. The firfl is that ofAbi Jah in
hisWarre againfl Jeroboam , 2 Chron. 13. both fides pretended Reli
gions defence, and Kingdomes liberties : Abijah argues the caufe, and
makes this the fubiecl of his Remonflrance,or rnanifeflo,evcn to undeceive
the people, who by thefe pretences Were diflr ailed: He tels them, the
thing, for which he tooke np Armes, was nothingelfe but topreferveto
pofieritie thofe ancient Triviledges , which Were the undoubted birth
right of the ftocke of David. Why ? But Jeroboam Will fay as much; fo
We are in ftatu quo priuS, our Judgements fee no cleerer. Beleeve then
neitherofourwords, (forfo hefeemestogoeon ) but looke over all Ar
guments which in our filence doe befi hold forth the truth, and realitie of
the one party above the other. Jeroboams fide, minde,what kind
of men flacky to him, and follow him-, his Army confifts of At heifticall
ruffians, empty men, men of for tune, fans of Bcliall: And are fuch likely
to maintains Religion ? verJ. 7.

Secondly ,mindewhat kinde of Religion is praflifedin his Army-, With
him are the golden Calves, which he made for gods,s/eri. 8. Can he pre
tend to fiandfor, ortoffht the Battailes of the Lord, that hath in his
Army fuperflition and forma Htie for his Religion • mans inventions,
Idolatrous worfhip,and Mafles for his devotion ?

•Thirdly, minds what kinds of affection his fide beares to ths Priefts



The Epiftle Dedicatory. 
ofthe Lord, the fonnes of Aaron, and the Levites. Is it likely. leroboa tn
will prefierve Religion,that perficctttes away his faithfull Minifies s ? Be
fore this warre bctWeene him, and me, net a godly Alintficr was fuffcred
to flay in the Land, andfince thefe combufiions not one of them dire in
their houfies abide the coming of his wicked Army; he hath driven away
the Minifiers of the Lord, verf. I o. They fie from him and his, to fenced
places, andfortified.Townesfor their refuge.

Fourthly, And in their roomes, and places he entertaines Priefis like
thofeof other Lands, avilegeneration of men, aminifiery little differ-
ingfrom, nay like that of Topery : Thefe are the Characters of lero
boa m and his army. And here I cannot containe my felf e,but needs fpeake
the truth andfay, that, as I meditated this fiory,andfet it doWn With ad
miration, and amazement of ffirit: So I doe from my fouls wifh, that
every particular perfan within this Kingdoms, wouldimpartially, with
out refpcll to one fide,or other, Withfinceritie, and fcrioufines minde thefe
things, to Wit, which army confifts of, or invites, axdretaines Atheifts,
Infidels, Papifis, and. the like • which fide hath Topijh Mafes, Super-
fit ions Worships, co Id formes in thefervice of God- Which fide perfecutes
godly Minifiers, painfull Preachers, not fuffering them to flay, to preach,
to be- which fide is flared With Popifo Priefis, doth harbour all our drun
ken debauched (filergy, our idle, non-preaching,dumbe Mini fiery,our am
bitious tyrannicall Prelacy • and the finke and dregs of the times, the
receptacles of the filth of the prefent, and former ages, our ffirituall-
Courts- men. This were indeed a meants to undeceive.

But Abijab goeth onwith his argument. Inthe next place (faith he)
on my part j and tn the army that follows me -, Fir ft, obferve we have the
Lordfor our (jod, that is, weretaine Gods worjhip in itspuritie, We have
notforfakenhim, take notice , We expelled Popery, introduced that Re
formation we have, and lab oar to perfect the fame, We have not forfia-
ken him.

Secondly, MivdeWhatkindeof (JMlniftcrs fiocke to us , and we re
ceive, and provide for- with us arc the Priefis, the Minifiers of the Lord,
fonnes of Aaron and Levites, finch who have been diligent, and.painfull
in their callings, zealous for the Lord andhis worke, defirous and care
full to have it done as He commands. We keepe the Cbarge of the Lord,
bss tyou.haveforfaken him.

Thirdly, We feeke Gods bleffing upon the Worke, and goe on in his
firength, and a dependance thereon; With.ua is Godinthc Chiefe, webe-
gin with him, and his mefl'engers, they incourage us, they lift up their 

With.ua
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voices in prayers and exhortations to the God of Battels,which is a fir eng
Alarme againfi you. (fionfider, Apply, and. givefentcnce. vA very me
morable example \ Thus for direction.

But againfi Scripture,andexperience ■ Are not many of us firange-
ly. mi fled, our Land hath long cry cd out of violence, and. wrong,bttrdenotu
impofitions,infringing! of Liberties,feizingon Priviledges, andfiuch o-
ther • ’ Groaning under the illcgall pre fares of Monopolizing Cater-
pi/lers, corroding their efiates, and the Arbitrary innovations of a Pra-
laticall faPli'on, Wounding their confidences, crying out for a parlia
ment, a Parliament, astheonely hope for redrefc againfi thefe incure-
able Gangrenes - Nove the remedy is come, and like impatient patients,
Wefir ike, and.firuggle againfi the perJon and hand that Jhould heale us -
tvs may have libertie, yet we will not tsje it rather: That your .Clergy
'Jhouldbe of finch a meane alloy Imarvellnot, as men living for them-
fclves, andplacing all their contentments in the prefent y But that, any of
the Nobilities and Gentry fliou/d fo farreforget themfelvess is beyf nd all
example. snAnd I am perfwaded, that the face cedi ng Ages trill efieem.e
thofe Records, and Writings, that Jhalltranfmit their names,, and doings
to them, to be but the counterfeit worfye of fame envious tJMalignani,ac-
holdingit impojfible, thatfiuch afiirit foots Id ever.fill Within the com-
pafifeofanEnglifobreaft. ,«,<

'Mofes, Exod. 21. 132,3,4 leaves to hispeople anordinance,that
when an Hebrewfervant hathfierved Jixeyeares, he foould then be free,
but if he be one of fiuch a fervile temper , that had rather be a fiave fill;
Oh, I love my Afafier, I Will not be free; then fihallhe be brought to

fame publicise place, and there have his eare bored with an awlejind bran
ded for a fiave, and fo let him be a fiave for ever. We have been many fixe
yearesinfervice, a doore is opened for our freedomsj If continuance un
der bondage, have fo naturalizedfi wery to our diftofition, that we de fire
no better condition; though you Would thinf it uncharitable, towifo
that allfiuch might have their eares bored, as a brand of an ignoble heart:
Tet I hope I may without prciudice fay, that had you lived under the lu-
dicials of Mofes, 700 may fee howyou Jhould have beenufed. But God
hath givenyou ( Honourable, andrejjefled) a more noble, and. (fihrifiian
[pirit, which Ibefiecch Godto continue, andincreafie, though he keeps you
yet in purfhit, from the fruition of all your and our defires,yet beare up
fiill, in due time you fhall reape if you faint not. In this following Sermon
I principally endeavouredthts , thatyoufihoaldnot be troubled, as if this
condition Were without afore-going infiance, as if fame neW trouble
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were befallen, andfnchas is not common to Gods people, as if the Lord
had created a neVo thing in our Land and not in being long agoe: for
call or read now, and many of the Lords peoples fates Voi/l befoundan-
fwerable to ours, and to many of the Saints in the fame condition We may
itsrnet So I under fond his words, lob 5.1. Gods wifdome can
fee reafon inoiigh, W hy he deale th thus-, that which appear es to us, may
be charged on man, and his Ioffe of advantages, for want of either of
iudgement or truth,as will appeare in the maine of the difcotsrfe. Ton com
mands dtheimployment , as of right you might, you heard it delivered,
as of dutieye ought, and incouraged with your approbation, according to
your Order I prefeni it pub lifted. If there be any thing therein, that fa
vours of man, let your godly wifdome pardon it (for that which is in it
of God, Will command acceptance.) It proceeds from hi?n, that had ra-
therfinkeWithyow, and your caufe, thenfund Withyour adverfaries; I
blefje God, I have fuffered-much for youj andagaine doe inioy much by
you. Themoft wife God in his, not our, time be mercifull unto you, and
give you peace, for inyour peace is the Lands peace. And the fame Cjod
and Father of ftirits, inlarge the hearts of all the faithfull in this Land,
to be daily petitioners to the throne of Grace to refreftyour foules,as with
all comforts, f> particularly this, the def red returne of our dears ft So-'
veraigne, whofeprefence \oouldnot onely be an advantage in the purfuit,
but even thefruit ton of thishappineffepurfued. The Lordhaftenitinhis
time, The Lordhaften 'it at this time.

Seytem.11. 1643.

So prayes

Yours to be commanded in the
worke of the Gofpell of the
lord Jefusa

Thomas Coleman.
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'A
SERMON PREACHED
before the honov-

R A B L E Houfe of Commons, at the late
publique Fall, oAugitfl 3c. 164 3.

Chap. I.

Containing------
the Text.
,the Introduction.
, the Coherence.

Ou have heard even now feelingly
propounded, and largely difcuffed
the cure of our Calamities, the re-
drelfe of our grievances, by that .
Balme fromGz/^, that Phyfician,
which is able to recover the health of Miftcr”
of the daughter of the Lords peo-*

pie : I muft entreat attention whileft Ifpeakeofthe Jcrcm' 12“
Calamities themfelves: And I doe heartily pray,that
the Cure, and theCalamitiewereasneeretheoneto
the other, as by the providence of God, we both thatOBC/OTS Librar
fpeake this day are in Text, and time. For I muft
draw you but one verfe back, and offer to you the .
ground of my prefent thoughts from

B Jbrem.



2 Sermon preached at the late Faft

J ER EM. 8. 20.

Fbe Harveft upaffi, the Summer u ended, „
and we are not f aVed.

one with ferioufnefie view this Chapter,
O and therein obferve the threats of ajuft
% God, verf. i. and the fruitlefnefle of a

finfull people, verf. 4. and marke well,
w}lat enj w-th t|]em tjie £orcj make, -

and as in Israel, he fliall obferve Gods refolve to have
a ground, fo in Engltnd a parallel. A ftiff-necked
people, werf. 6. vainely prefuming, verf. 8. A falfe
dealing Prophet, verf. 10. (lightly healing, wcrf, n.
have brought the forbearing thoughts of a moft pa
tient God to a determined execution.

Looke upon them, and us, and fee us both, flying,
fearing, crying. Firft, flying to walled Townes, de
fenced Cities, and there (ilently fitting, and earneftly *
looking for a redreffe that comes not: verf. 14. Se
condly, fearing thefurieofafnorting horle,the depo
pulation of a terrible Armie, and the fm artfull biting
of Cockatrices, that will not be charmed, vcrfe. 17.
mercilefle Cavaliers. Thirdly,crying and bemoaning
her unabilitie to beare: My heart is faint,verf. 18. her
juft deferts, The provocation of God, wr/. 19. and
the duration of her mifery, verf. 20. The Harveft is
pajl,

This is (as I conceive) the Prophets drift, the
Chapters fumme, in all which, it cannot be denyed,

“but our condition is refembled • But all of us this day,
{as we have too evident occafion) clofe fully in the
Complaint,. TheHarvefi^c,.

The



before the Honorable Hoafe of Commons

The divifton of the Text,

The words themfelves at this prefent fball be
vibwed, and handled under a double capacitie, asex-
pre fling,

Firft, their purfuit of a helpe much defired, long
deferred, falvation,(temporall I meane) we have long
wanted, defired, prayed for, hoped, purfued, and ex
pected, and we are no neerer yet, at lead not in frui
tion, We are not faved.

Secondly, their complaint for advantages unhap
pily loft: we grew confident, that Harveft would have
victualed us, Summer would have freed us: yet, yet
we are not faved. The Harveft is paji, the Summer is
ended, and we are not faved,

Thefe are the parts. The words readily afford the
method, my thoughtshave propounded. The points
will be anfwerable, the one (hewing our condition
what it is, the other our complaint, how juft it is.
The firft muft certainly make uslooketo God, the
laft may happily lay a blame on man - of both in their
order: In the handling of which, if I a little exceed
my accuftomed brevitie, the preparation on my part,
the expectation on yours, the occafion on both, to-
getherwith the day,and Audience, fhall all hold forth
luch a fatisfaCtion, that each may,and will fay, Is there
notacaufe ?

-B 2 Chap.
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Chap.IL

i. The ftrfl point.
7heirpurfiiit ofhelpe defired, deferred,

^Grounded.
Tbe point ■? Propounded.
• ' llltiftrated.

It FypHefpeech, or words are ipoken by the Church of
11 the lewes, or by the Prophet repefenting their

r^«w h perfon, fo the. Chaldee takes it, and therefore inter-
lotum- pofeth this claufe ffaith the Congregation J in the

midft oftheverfe.
2> Theoccafionisnotcertaine, Interpreters doe but

conjedure, perhaps the miferie of that Nation in the
dayesof CManaffeh, or rather fome of their following
Kings, or it may be the Babylonian fiege, which put
the Citie into confufion, or the Captivitie it felfe, gp
which laid the Countrey defolate. The duration of
thislaft makes it- theinoftprobable: Howfoever this
is certairie, fome miferie it was, and that miferie was
long, and ^preffing. Harveft and Summer, perhaps
many,came, and paft, and no falvation. .

The Phrafe is figurative, a part for the whole,
3’ and one whole for many. The Harveft, and Summer,

for the whole yeere, and oneyeere for divers yeeres:,
The Harveft ispaft, many Harvefts, many Summers,
many yeeres. Tranfierunt Hy ernes & aftates p hires San-

ICa.2^1. Ttisss yeere added to yeere, and yet we are not faved.

Whence I gather :
jQ&cirine, I is no new courfe, (but that which ofc hath been

here-

Chap.IL


before the Honorable Houfeof Commons.
heretofore) to fee the people of God long in the
purfuit, not fruition of fome defirable condition. It
is their portion allotted them, wemayoftener fee a
Church, a Land in the race, then at the Goale, pref
fmg toward theprife, then in poffeffion of theprife.
Of this none can doubt, that hath any acquaintance
with, firft,his ownefoule ; fecondly,the Scriptures of
God; thirdly, or our prefent condition; all fealeto
this truth.

Firft, with his ownefoule, that is skilled at home,
and fees there:

i. What ftrength corruption ftill retaines, how
much offinne, and how many finnesremaioe unmor
tified •, nay, Is it not almoft the top of our happinelfe,
if we finde our fclves in the purfuit, efpecially, if
active, if unwearied therein ? and take we not con
tent, if we can fay, linne reigns not? I afliire you, if I
know any thing ofthe inward man, tisthis, andthisis
thebeft,wearefubduing, we have not fubdued every
manhisowne concupifcence.

2. What ftrivings we have in prayer. Dowefeeke,
and pray, and begge ? we want then; minde your
daily prafrifes, the petitions of and in your daily im-
ployments, Prayer argues both wan t and purfuit.

j. The affection, and temper ofhis heart in duties,
in Graces •, in the one,howfuperficially weadt; in the
other, how little we have. Is not thine, and thine, and
thine heart defective, as mine ? If we ail affitme, let

.. usallaffirme, that our owne foules tell us, we are not
yet, what we (hould be, what we would be.

2. With Scripture instances-, many you your felves
know , I dare not doubt it, one onelyfuits now well,
therefore Ipreffeit, Zech. 7.1. drfeq. TheChurch
there had been long without Prieft, without Sacrifice,

B 3 with-



A Sermonpreached at the late Fajl
without Temple, for thefe,their eyes ran down teares,
they wept, faded, and humbled their fouls, yeereby
yeere, for manyyeers together, even/oyeeres, or
neerer (as is probable) 170 yeeres, even till their
throat was dry, they were weary with praying, and
glad to take the fil'd ftep of an approaching mercy, to
give over their task: Here was a people long in purfuit,
long out of fruition, what would we fay, or rather
what would we not fay, If God fhould deale with us
thus ? My thoughts are amazed to thinke of the ama
zed thoughts, that then would feife upon, if not finke
our fpirits: and in truth I am, oft aftonifhed to confider,
what would be the ifl'ue, if God fhould give to drinke
fuchwineof aftonifhment, and therefore doe hearti
ly pray, that what ever be our condition, we may ne
ver rejedt our confidences, and fay, there is no prb-
fperinginthem.

3. Withourprefentftate; Are we where we would
be ? Have we already received the crowne ? Is there
no more to do? no part ofthe race yet unrun ? What?
Are all our miferies cured, our feares vanifhed, our
wants fupplyed? Is there now no towne in danger? "
no countie in diftrefle?none that have hazarded their
all, for God and you in prifbn ? If I, then alas the
wound is not whole, the cure is not wrought! Can you,
or any fay, We are faved ; when divers of you dare not
vifit your houfes, nor divers of us our Churches, our
people? We cannot, brethren, we cannot fay, our mi
feries are cured, when as yet our towns are full ofdole
full creatures, and Satyres dance in our houfes, when
our chambers are become the habitation of Dragons,
and the daughters of the Owle doe cry in our defblate
places, when lira and Ohirn ling in our Churches, and
Pulpits; fo that though we could with, the time of our

curing
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curing were neere, yet the dayes of our miferyare
prolonged: I fa. i^ult. And for our feares, fay no lefie
of them, then of our miferies: It fares with fome ac
cording to the cafe of Patil In feare, but not in di-
ftrefle. Hath God given to any of us,as yet freedomc?
yet feare hath taken hold. Every towne fortifies, eve
ry perfon flies, yet feare follows. Wearehereinfafe-
tie yet, (and oh let the day thereof never fee an even
ing!) butarewefecure? Thefaithlefnefleof fome,the
flights of others, the doubts of all fay no. Our feares
arenotfetled, Wants indeed are yet not felt. But goe
to fome places, their harveftisfpoiled, there is want
of victuals 5 Goe to fome towues, and they are burnt,
there is want of houfes Goe to fome people,and their
Minifters are fled, or imprifoned, and there is want of
teaching Come hither,and becaufeof the northerne
troubles,here is,or at leaft feared,want of fewell •, Goe
to any place and fee the fword drawne, and there is
want of peace. In a word to pafle on, both our naile
ries yet uncured, and our feares yet unfetled, and our
wants yetunfupplyed, evidence our happinefie to be
but inyfm,inthepurfuit, and give us julboccafion to
take up this peoples complaint, and make it ours; The
Harvefi is paf, the Summer is ended, and roe are not
f wed: Light is fowne for the righteous (faith David)
Pfal. yj. and it mufthave a time to ripen we have
now our feed-time of comfort, ourharveft is not yet
come, this is the winter of our hopes, ourfummeris
not yet begun, no marvell then, that as yet we are not
faved. -

C K A
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t7l/l” Jt'.cV/A

Kin wi
ipty Kin
^cver^ai'kdjc-and his Name is all one. Alfo, chiefelyto teach, that
a°cVblough^w3 notwithftanding thefe promifes, yet in the perform-
forlinnfewhileance c^iem»an accomplifhing God, they knew him

Chap. III.

_j. For the Truth
The point yet clearecQi. For the Ground Cofit.

C 3. For the Exercife 3

Setft. i.

The truth of it.

yC Or the truth of it, which is the firft; It is already
dL cleaied, paftdenyall-, I mentionedthe Jewslong
purfuit of happineffe, Zech. 7. 1. which yet was de
tained many yeeres 5 Here was no fruition. Letus yet
by the mouth of two witneffes ftrengthen it, and thofe
two above exception. 1. Of Godhimfelfe, Exod.6.1,. I
appeared (faith he) to Abraham, to I fate, tolacob, by
God Almightie - But my name lehovah did I not make
knowne to them. The name Jehovahwasknowne, as
is to be read, and no difference is evident, But that he
was knowne by the one, as by the other. But to Abra
ham and the other Fathers I (hewed my fel'e a promi-
fingGod, in refpeAof future favours to be injoyed,
and in the meane fpace was, A God all- Efficient to
uphold them: But my name lehovah 1 was not known
to them, (fotheOriginall) both to expreffe that God 

notwithftanding thefe promifes, yet in the perform-

iiw wolid w“fc not, • All thefe died in hope not having obtained the
promifes, they only by the eye of faith , faw them a

frfend<butonce, °^‘ They came not to Canaan, nor the comforts
of\eh-crfparuhes3t:^ereo^’ ca^edthe promifes, verf 13. nor to Chrift,
God is ""er and the cleare fight of him, called thepromife, v. 39.
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A promifing God they faw, they knew, and retted on
hims but a performing God they found him not. So,
befide Chriftian Writers, even feme of the *Jewifh * Ltrdsi.
Dolors have taught, though another deride them Abarbinell,
for the fame - but he knew not Chritt in whom all the
promifesare yea and amen for evermore.

2. Of the Prophet,or of the fame God in the mouth 2.
of his Prophet, Mich, j.werf. thelaft, Where fpeak-
kingof, and confidently affuring the people, that up
on them fhould come all comfortable accomplifh-
ments of whatfoever promifes lay ftored up in the
decke, and treafury of Gods unchangeable purpofe,
he faith : Thon wilt per forme thy truth to lacob, Mercy
to Abraham , which thou hafl fivorne to our fathers from
the dayes of old. That is, thou wilt give unto us all thy
fore-promifed favours: for in all thefe divine benefits,
there are two things. The promife, and the perfor
mance-,and thefe two may be faid,tobe bottomed up
on two feverall Attributes, Mercy, and Truth. God
is mercifull, therefore he promifeth: God is true, '
therefore he performeth. Abraham the firtt of the
fathers, he had the promife 5 lacob, (By him under-
ftand potteritie) he had the performance. Thou wilt
performe thy truth to lacob, the accomplifhment to
thy people; which was mercy to Abraham.in the dayes
before •, not truth to lacob, and mercy to Abraham, as
the Engl ifh hath it, but without a copulative 5 truth
to lacob, mercy to Abraham. The efficacy of thy truth
fhallbe given to thy people now, according to the ef
ficacy of thy mercy, to wit, thypromifemadeto A-
braham of old. See here a promife made, but the per
formance deferred : The Church in the perfon ofthe
Prophet purfuing,claiming. Here are harvefis palled,
fummers ended, yeares to yeares added,and yet a pro-

C mite
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mife not performed. From Abrahant to Micahs dayes
pafled feverall hundreds of yeares > yet wereadethe
Prophet fpeaking in the future frill •, 1 hou wilt gi vcj
thou wilt performe •, which teacheth clearely , what
for the prefent weprefle: Purfuit, not fruition,to be
often the Churches condition. This is the truth.

Sed. II.

z-r j KSoverai^ntie.

Dhe Ground of) J
if either I r ihal beSr,Uj befit.

J [might wmia

* i. In God>

FOr the Ground and reafoh of this point:. Why a
Church is long in purfuit, of what they eagerly de=

fire, and upon good warrant they exfpedt.
We may refol ve ip into Gods Soveraigntie over the

world, and particularly man, who is limited in his
working, and the difpenfation of the adts of his pro
vidence; by nootherrde, then that of his own plea-
lure 5 Whatfoeverhe will,that doth he in heaven and
in earth. A’ndtherefore even towards his own Church
and people, works varioufly, lengthening, orfhort-
ning the laborious purfuit of their defires, as he in his
wifdome fees fit: giving a quicke, or flow returne to
the prayers of his fiippliants at divers times.

To onea prefling want is fupplyed, before he aske,
fo ready is our gracious God to doe good; ‘ he order
of the Scripturesexpreflions. Davids experience,and
Gods direct aflertion are undeniable evidences. The
Scripture, Zp, yp. i, fets helping before hearing, the

worke 
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worke of the hand before that of the eare: Is the
Lords hand fhortned, that it cannot fave ? or is his earc
heavy,that it cannot hearc ? Man firft heares,and then
helps, and that not certainly: But with God it is o-
therwife, fo ready, foneere isourrockeof refuge to
all that call, that the Prophet to exprefie the fame
gives precedency in order, to that which in nature
fucceedeth. So Albclda. But that praying Prophet Da
wid, inferiourto none in the fweet experiences of a
prevailing prayer with a heaviugGod. Howfoever at
other times delayed, till that he was even wearied
therewith, yetPfal. 32. y. joynes the ad ofhelpeto
the verypurpofeof petitioning. Ifaid, Iwillconfefie
againft my felfe my fin and upon this purpofe thou
tookeftaway, forgaveftit-, nay, Ifoundtheiniquitie
of myfin, the guilt, the punifiiment was already gone.
Thou haft forgiven. So the Originall. Adde Gods
ownaflertion, orpromife, how a people ennobled
with the prerogative of being the feed of the biefled
of the Lord (hould be dealt with-, It (hall come to
pafie, before they pray, Iwillanfwer: Here is no long
purfuit, this people ftayes not long in the endeavour.
But in the fruition, As the dayes of a tree are the dayes
of mypeople.hereisduration, that is a blefiing- Nay,
as the dayes of that tree, the Tree of Life in the Gar- ipn
den of Eden, are the dayes of my fervants, here is
fruitfulnefie, that is the blefiing of a blefiing, and my
Eled (hall long enjoy, grow old by enjoying the work
of their hands, the fruit of their lips, 22,23,24.
Thus God fometimes.

To another, the prayer and the iffue, the petition
and the prxvalency are contemporaries. This poore
man prayes, and God grants • A praying heart, and a
granting God are not fiirre afunder. Even whileft they

C 2 fpeake,
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12 _______________
""l^eake I will heare, in the place before cited. Delayes

may difcourage, where faith fees not cleare, and the
eye of faithisdimmeinthe hearts of many, chiefly in
cloudy dayeSj here faith is upheld by feeling,and when
through weaknefle we cannot be led by the heart, we
are led by the hand. Whiled I was fpeaking, faith
Daniel, Chap.9.20,21. and praying,&c. even whilefl'I
was fpeaking (note thisis remarkable, the doubling is
emphaticall) in prayer •, The man Gabriel came, &c.
andwr/l 23. In the beginning of the fupplications,
the word went out, the decree to accomplifli this
great delivery, for which thou ftandft before God in
prayer. Here is no deferment, Daniel is not long in
fufpence; Thus God other whiles.

To a third, though the requeft gee before, yet the
Speeding follows clofe at the heeles, thus oft in the
Golpels, upon their fupplications were the lame reflo-.
red to their limmes, the blind to their fight, the ficke
to their health. For though God be moved by no mo
tive, butthat of his own good pleafure , (for it is not
poffible, thatanyexternall thing fhould incline the e-
ternall God to be good ) yet will I be fought unto for
allthis,faithhe,byyou, ohhoufeof Ifrael-, Thus God
moft commonly. Why then are his feet fo long in
coming ? even becaufe he pleafeth: why are his people
folong on their knees ? his Church fo longin the daft?
Why? He is a great ZCz;?£,and unto fi’ch a one, who
may,who dare fay, What doft thou ? This is the firft.

We may ipeake after the manner of men, and fay,
God keeps his long in purfuit, long in expectation,
becaufe he delights to heare them pray, when they
as Nebuchadnezzar are at reft in their houfes, flourilh-
ing in their palaces, tvhen God makes their moun
tains to fta&d flrong, when they promile to them-

lelves
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Pelves fecuritie, even durable fecuritie, andeafe,as
fometimeslob Iflialldiein my neft, or accordingto I A,; p is.
the Hebrew, With my neft, and multiply my dayes,
ns the land, as * that land. But the word in Rab. fig- *
nifies the Phoenix, and he may allude to the ftory of
that Bird, I ftiall live to the age of a Phoenix,and then
expire with my neft, as that Bird doth : I fay, when it
is thus with the people of God, obftinatc ftiff-necked-
neffe may dull their eares, and harden their hearts
from Gods leare, I fyake to them in theirprofperitie, and
they would not heare, Jer.22.21.But, change their ftates,
and let God turne his hand upon them, (hew them
hard things, then they will cry unto the Lord in their
diftreife, Pfa!. 107. In their affliction they will feeke
him diligently, early in the morning: Now this ear
ly Peeking rejoyceth the Lord, his foule takes pleafure
therein •, God loves to fee his people in a praying po-
fture, and to heare them in a v/eeping tune. Shew me,
oh my Dove, inthe holes of the rocks, in the fccret of the
fiaires thy countenance, and caufeme to heare thyvoyce :
the loving title argues no difplealure,the retired place
doth more then intimate prayer; for thy vcyce is fweet^
thy countenance pleafant, Cant. 2.14. A fincerely de
jected face, and a feelingly praying voyce are melo
dious before God, his meat, and drinke, his muficke ■
and therefore he deals withus, as we with Muficians,
deferre their reward, that they may play the more
our recovery delayed, that we may pray the more. A
right hearted prayer, is a well tuned Inftrument to
God. Thouhaft heard the prayer of thepoore. By
what meanes is this priviledge granted? Thou wilt
prepare their heart, putthat in a right frame, and then
thou wilt delightfully liften 5 Caufe thine earcs to heare,
Pfal.10,17. This is thefecond.

c 3 3. ':>in
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* Inman.
3. Or thirdly, wemay fafelyfay, when we cannot de

ny our condition to be as a race, prefling toward the
prife, thatthecaufeisinmanhimfelfe: wedoerunne,
that we may obtaine >, yet though we runne, we doe
notobtaine, we ftill are in a petitioning, notapoflef-
fing condition j falvationis Rill farre from our dwel
lings, and that upon one, or both thefe caufes fol
lowing.

E. The firftCatife.
1” Becaufeheis notfit; apre-difpofednefie, afutable

temper of heart is neceflary to make him capable.
Thefe externall generail mercies come not, but on a
fubjedt rightly prepared. A tradtablenefle of heart
muft be a forerunner to the receit of the benefit: If
you willbeleeveit, this is Elia-.IohnBaptiftwas Elia,
whether they would beleeve it, or no 5 but to them
he was not 5 his MiniRf»ry would not be effedtuali, as
in the power, and fpiritof Elia, without this fore-go
ing beliefe: if than beleeveft, (faith ChriftJ thou /halt
fee the power of God: The Poffe of that 'working, which
evidenceth Gods omnipotency, depends not on man,
thcEffe (as it feemes) doth: He did not many rvorkes
there, bccatifc of their tmbeiiefc. Which being cleare, I
could wifh both to enedge our endeavours, and to re-
moveoutofthe way, what yet with-holdeth, that the
Lord whom we fecke fuddenly might come to our
Land, and Church*. That we would all with fome care
obferve, both what this fittednefle we fo much prefle
is,that opens a way for the defeent of all purfued blcf-
fings, as alfo what hinders our attainment of the fame.

s* . Firft,what thisfittedneflepre-required of a Lands
Inhabitants
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Inhabitants for the receiving of defired mercies, is,
we may learne from the ftory of the Centurion, Luke
7. i,&c. This Centurion purfued a mercy he wanted,

\ both his friends, and himfelfe plead his caufe before
Chrift, either of them bring the beft arguments to
move they can, and either of themfuch, as aremoft
futable for them to bring. Thefe arguments briefly
noted will (hew us, what qualifications are required to
make a people capable of the fruition oftheir defires,
and thefe, as may be feene, are foure.

Firft, a Publique fpirit. Secondly, a Holy fpirit.
Thirdly, an Humble fpirit. Fourthly, a Beleeving
fpirit. The two former his friends ufe, the two latter
himfelfe urges: Had he himfelfe urged the former,
being evidenced by adts externall, he might have
beene taxable of boafting pride: and the two latter
being internall qualities of the minde, his friends
could not know; but ofeach in a tvord.

Firft, a Publike fpirit: He loves our Nation, one i',
that valued the publique above the private, as know
ing his private to be included in the publique ■ forget-
tingprivate injuries, when the cafe of the publique
comes to be debated. So did Afrates avcvy old Monk,
he was injurioufly expulled by the Emperour Valens,
and being efpied by the faid Valens, as he departed,
and asked, Whither goeft thou ? I goe (faid he) to
pray for thy Empire. This offered wrong cannot fi- c ?'ts
fence mydutie, I defire thy Empires peace jbecaufe
in it is the Churches quiet. And againe, not minding
Perfonallpaines in comparifon of the Churches good,
Ilovedthis Prince,ws. Theodofius, faith ^Atnbrofe, in
his funerall Oration, becaufe when hisfoule was ready
to depart from his body, he had more care of the
Church, then of the dolours of his death. You have

heard
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heard ofthe noble fad o^Pbineh.-is in bis zeaie for the
prevention ofthe plague, and obtained to hirafelfea
good reward ; and of the open courage of Azariah,
How preciousin his cies were the holy things of God,
who fearing not the difpleafure ofthe King, put his
life into his hand ; and with an ^/Lv-iike refblve,
if Ipenftj, Ipcri/h, > elifted the raffinefle of that man, •
and for the fame obtained this good report from the
Pen ofthe Spirit: He it was that miniftred in the
Priefts Office in the Houfe of God at Jertifalctn,
i Chron. 6. io. Many Priefts are in that Genealcgie,
as well as he, all which executed that office as well as
he : yet fo eminent was he for this publique ad, that
God iutitles it, and him for it, as if none had difeharg-
ed their calling but he alone: See the place. On the
contrary, it ftands as a brand,and that of difgrace too,
that in that publique forwardnefle that Ezra found in
the laves Babylon, thelflue, and pofteritieof Ado-
nikam for their backwardneffe fliould be ftiled the bin-

. dermoft • And of the fonnes of czf donika;n the loft,
Ezra 8. 13. Publique fpirits are pretious fpirits, for
as they become inftrumentall helpes to the publique
good, fo they make themfelves capable ofpartaking
ofthe felicitie of Gods chofen: The Centurions love
ofthe Nation, got to him love from the Nation, and
from the Saviour of the Nations, who thereupon did
heale hisfervant.

3. Secondly, an Holy fpirit, a religious dilpofednefle,
He hath built us a Synagogue; his care is commenda
ble, he loves our welfare, & that reaches to the foule;
Gods waies arebeft, to them heleadesus, he drawes
us ,he drives us. The Synagogue was for inftrudion,
petition, corredion 5 hereasinaSchooIe, they were
intruded in Gods Law 5 here was an Oratory, whi

ther



before the Honorable Houf3 of Commons, s

ther at times they went up to pray •, and herewereof-
fenders punifhed, as feverall pafiages inthcGofpels
fliew: A Synagogue ferved to better their know
ledge, their devotion, their converfationj this was
the Centurions care, this devout mans aime 5 Chrifts
fervants by him were helped in a religious being, and
his fervant by Chrift was helped to a healthfull being.
Ide built us a Synagogue. Thus far his friends fpake.

Thirdly, an Humblefpirit 5 Himfelfe gees on, law
not worthy that thou fhouldeft come under my roofe.'Thxt
ishumilitie in both the parts •, looking upon himfelfe,
his thoughts are meane and modeft • on Chrift, his ap-
prehenfions are high and glorious he thought his
houfe not worthy of Chrift, but fo he made his fouie
a fit habitation for Chrift : I dwell in eternitie, (faith
God) with him alfo, that is of an humble and contrite [pi-
7it. This humilitie made him fit, to receive, to receive
even the faving graces of the Spirit, which, as water
powredinto avefiell, refts not, till come to the bot-
tome, fo fettles moft quietly in the hearts of the hum
ble.

Fourthly, and laftly, a Beleeving fpirit: He that
comes to God, muft beleeve, that God is, and is a re
warder: O God, the great and powerfull, is oft the
firft entrance into the Saints prayers - onely (peaks the
word (faith this good man) and my fervant /hall live.
And in this beliefe marke how he confines himfelfe,
Thou canft make my fervant found ^foralldifeafes
are thy fervants, and thou canft command them. I
know that by my felfe, Ialfo have fervants under me,d
fay to one, Go, hegoeth,to another, Come, he cometh : Thy
power is not inferiour, fpeake to the Feaver, Goe, it
goeth; to Health,Come,it cometh Tor I beleeve that
thou art Chrift the cower of God. We fpeake not of

D the
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2.

the degree, we look for the truth ■ if it be as a graine
ofMuftardfeed : The Jewifh Doctors teach no leffe,
by the finnes, that Fifhes mt’ft have if cleane, they
underftand faith, and fay they, If a Fifh have but one
finne,itiscleanc: Ramban). Beleeve in the Lord, and
thou (halt profper.

2. Secondly, what the contrary is, that, that unfits,
holds off mercies,hinders good things from us,makes
a reparation betweene us and our God. David in one
phrafe, Pfal. io. 4. feemes to give a full caufe thereof5

’^KheKht^f ^b<t wicked will not fetke after God. It meanes three
hisncf:.° C things that hinder good, according to a threefold

lignification of the word.
Firft, Selfe conceit, The height of his countenance,

loftie efteeme of himfelfe; God will give grace to the
humble, but fuch rich loftie ones he fends emptie
away.

Secondly, Eagerneffein, and after temporals, Lati
tude of his defire, neither can the eye, or the heart
minde two things at once: The love of the World,
and the love of the Word, like two Ballances, cannot
both afcend into a mans affection at the fame time ■ If
onearife, the other fettles •, and fo the contrary. The
Pharifees laughed at Chrifts preaching, becaufethey
were Covetous, faith the Evangelift.

Thirdly, Hatred of Gods people, Greatnejfe of his
anger, thofe that eat up Gods people, as they eat up
bread, will not call upon God • look upon hearts thus
wrong byaffed, and conclude, that neither they, nor
any for them (hall fee good.

2. Thefecond Caufe.
That they may praffifethis needfull dude ofwait

ing 5 God will have his waite 5 He experts it, and his
Word
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Word oft prefleth it : Neither is the good mans
prayer alwaies fuddenly granted •, Nor the good Gods
promife alwaies fpecdily performed, but the one and
the other withheld, to put us to waite, that fo we may
beblefled ^BlefTedareallthofethatwaitefbrhim. In
fuch a purfuit then of a prayers fucceffe, and a pro-
mifes accomplifhment, (though God ihould hold his
longin fufpence) take we heed of dafhingourfelves
upon falfe conclufions, or making wrong inferences
from the fame, which we may eafily doe, thus; Have
I a promife, or a precept to juftifie the caufe; a dire
ction or an example to warrant mypurfuite: And yet
is not the hurt of the daughter of my people healed ? Surely
then, either God is not pleafed with the courfeswe
take, or mindes not the Caufe we maintaine, or hath
not chofen the Agents we ufe. I fay, in fuch a cafe, be
warned ; thou canft not infer any of thefe;,For grant,
that Harveftispafled, and Summer neere ended, yet
we not fared •, notwithftanding, thou neither canft,
nor mayeft fay :

God diflikes the meanes we ufe, he is full of our
prayers, and fallings, our teares, and dayes of humili
ation are an abomination to him, he requires not thefe
thiugsat our hands. For, the very v/ayes and meanes
that God hath commanded and appointed his to
walkein, to ufe, may fometime notfpeed: Vrimaw^.
Thummtmvivtx. meanes of Godsowneinftitution, by
which he was to be inquired of, to which he had both
by word,and praftife ingaged himfelfe; Dreames were
in thofe dayes almoft the ordinary wayes, by which
God revealed himfelfe to his children the Prophets •
yet KingS/?«Z in an exigency addreffing himfelfe to
the one, and expecting direction from'the other,
found fucceffe in neither : Saul inquired of the Lord,

D 2 but
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but he anfwered him not neither by Dreames, Vrim,
or Prophets, iSaw. 28.6.

2. God negleds the Caufe- though the.Ship of his
habitation, wherein his children faile, be tolfed, and
in danger, yet he fleepeth: Thisworke, we uphold;
he regards not, he fees not, he cares not for. 1 his
may not be, for by this delay,

Io God corredtsour dulneflein theprofecution,fomc-
times even lively Chriftians fettle to adarke and dull
condition, as iffpiritually dead, Lam. 3.6. then though
they cry and pray, yet God fhuts out their prayer,-v. 8.
until they return: even fo perhaps it is now;our hearts
are dampe,our prayers dull,our humiliations formall •,
they want fpirit, they want life, and God with free

’nSsb mercy onely Satisfies every living thing, Pfal. 147.16.
3> Or fecondly, God by this delay difcovers fome

falfe hearts, faithlefle perfons, treacherous finners,
whom he will not have to tafteof the good which he
hath laid up in ftore for them that feare him, for thofe
that truft in him before the fonnes of men, Pfal. 31.
Ifrael muft wander in the wildernefle, and be in pur
suit, not fruition of the Land of Canaan fortieHar-
vefts, and fortie Summers, till all that murmuring ge
neration were deftroyed: The fonnes of the hand
maid muft not be inheritors with the fonnes of the
free woman. My fervants (faith God) fhalleate, but
you fhall be hungry; Behold, my fervants Shall drinke,
but youfhallbe thirfty •, behold, my fervants [hall re-
joyce, but you fhall be afhamed; behold my fervants
fhalliing,butyoufhillcry, &c. 13.

3‘ Orlaftly,he chaftifeth our felfe-dependance, God
ftaycs to unbottome us, and to drive us from our own
ftrength, to make us fit loofefrora all things,but him-
felts: We are apt to looke to our religion, or to our

ftrength 5
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ftrength; to our duties, or to our other doings; God
hunts us from all. Wo,faith he,to thofe that are at reft, Ames f>.
in great fecurityWhy? is that a fault ? No,but that are
at reft 4 in,or becaufe ofShw.-Sftw was the hil,on which
the Temple was built the Temple the place, where
thefacrifices, and religious actions were performed ,
woetofuch, thatpromife reft to the mfelves for them,
and that truft in the mountaine of Samaria, in the
ftrength ofthe creature, wit of man, legges ofhorfe,
Forts, Fortifications, multitude of Armies, defence
of Towers, Caftles, orthelike; Why, who doth fo? ,
Who!all naturallmen, thefe are their onely rocks,
and refuges either their externall power, or their ex
ternal! piety muft'helpe, or they are loft; thefe are
called and are the chiefe ofthe Nations : But I hope
Gods people looke higher: They doe, yet the advife
is not unfeafonable even in refpedt of them: There is
an inclination, ahanckeringevenin fandtified hearts
after thefe tottering fupports, to which the boafe of
Ifrael alfo come, even they fbmetime looke to their
performance,and outward probabilities; thus making
over-much haft againft the nature of faith, whereas
the be ft, the onely way is filently to waite for that fal-
vation, that time, manner, meanes offalvation,which
the Lord will bring:

Neither mayeft thou fay,God dif-refpedts the per-
fonsthataeft: Grant, that God hath fuffered them to
be foiled, yet beleeve himin what he fayes, (and fure-
Iy,he knows his own affections beft) They /hall beat if I
had not caft them off, Zech. io. 6. in the fame refpeCh
and value as before, nay perhaps more-,for thus:

Firft, he prepares them to receive a mercy with j.
fweetneffe How triumphantly in the perfon of the
Church did Deborah celebrate ifraels deliverance

D 3 ftoxa
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from labins hard preflhres! O my foule, thou halt
, trodden downeftrength, ludg. y.ai. So comfortable

are gleames of peace, after ftormesofwarre, that we
fliall with David, all make an acclamation, Blefetbe
Lord, 0 my foule, and all that is within me praife his holy
flame,

a. Secondly, thus he evidenceth his owne way of
walking, his ufuallcourfe: Tf.evifion isyetfor an ap
pointed time; expert not the performance fuddenly,
for the time thereof is not yet: Hab. 2.3. Yetqueftion.
nottheiflue,foratthelaftitfhallfpeake, and not lie,
though it linger, and fas wepreachnow) keep us long
in purfuit, yet waite for it, forit will come 5 it will
come, and will not faile.

3. Thirdly, He makes by this courfe our condition
exemplar, that the next, or an after age (in cafe they
fhould be dealt with thus) might be refrefhed with this
of ours, as their inftance $ for many things fall upon
the Church and people of God for example: Chrifts
fufferings (befldes their maine,) had this in them, to
be a patterne for us to confider of, left we fhould be
wearied, and faint in our mindes, Heb. 12.3. and/’p/.
no. the laft ; He, (viz. Chrift^ (hall drinke of the
brooke of mifery, and trouble, in the way, that he
walked here: Therefore by that his example he fhall
lift up a head, fupport many a finking fpirit 3 and to
this end he dranke thereof.

Se6t. 3.

■ ■; For the ex er cife of it,

3; JpOr theexercifeand pradtife, thatis, to fpeaketo
A pur direiftipnin, and under this purfuit Confider
twothings. .. c’

What
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Wh.it is this condition puifued , from ths fruition 2=

whereof we are long to our griefe, and hurt kept. Ge
nerally, it is any comfortable Rate, warranted by, and
promifed in the word of God. For it is our dutie, our
wifdome, our happinefle, to labour after all the riches
ftored up in the bleffed trcafury of the promifes, held
forth to us in that booke; But particularly, The ha
ving of Gods wayes in their puritie, rightly hath the
higheft place in our defires,’ endeavours, and purfuit.
To this labour we are excited, by Command, by
Type, by Story.

By Command, loft). 22.19. If the land of your pofi- It
feffions be uncleane 5 Canaan was the type of the
Churchy if the way of ferving God among you be
corrupt, be mixt; Then pafie you over to the land of
the inheritance of the Lord, where the Tabernacle
abides, and fettle your felves there, feeke to the cleare
fountains of living water-, Come out my people from
Babylonifh mixtures, and doe what you may to dwell
in the Lords land, there the rivers cleare as Cryftall
flow from the throne of God, and of the Lambe.

By Type, 14.34, &c. How jealous ought we 2.
to be of every the leaft contagion , the appearance of
defilement in Gods houfes! If there be but as the
plague of Leprofie , confide about it: If anyadditio-
nalsto Gods wayes prove fufpitious, proceed thus,

1.. As they with thishoufe, fcrapeic, and carry the
filth away into an uncleane place: fo did they with our
worfhip and government in the dayes of Ediv. the fixt.

2. If it Rill abide and fpread, pull out thofe Rones,
that feeme to be infectious: fo they did in Queene Eli
zabeth her dayes, labouring a fecond time in a farther
degree of Reformation^
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3. If it ftillappeare uncured , Down withit, down

with it to the foundation, fticke and Rone, top and
bottome, roofeandfides: andforafmuch as this isour
cafe now , our formalities, and Government in the
whole Hierarchy, is become a fretting Gangrene, a
fpreading Leprofie,aninfupportabletyranny, up with
it, up with it to the bottome, root and branch , hip
and thigh, deftroy thefe Amalekites, and let their
place be no more found. Imeane not theperfons, but
the pride, and power, and offices of the whole rabble.

By Story, 1 King. 2. 19. The men of lerichocom
plained of the bitternelfe of their waters, which made
the earth of that good land barren. What then may
wefay? Ourlandisgood, our lot is fallen into a plea-
fant place: but oh the waters, the waters, the waters
of the Sanctuary are or have been fo bitter, that they
have made our whole land in refpedt of the know
ledge of the Lord, like a barren wildernefie! We have
cried, and complained, and will not, ought not ceafe,
till you have feafoned the fountaines, the heads, that
fo the Iprings may run cleare ! This is the condition
wedoeand muftpurfue; In this we ftrive, we labour,
we reft not, till our decayed palaces be repaired.

How are the fpirits of thefe purfuers kept from fink
ing? Bywhatmeaneslhallwe beare up againft all evi
dent improbabilities, and dangerous difficulties that
arile ? I fpeake of fuch difeouraging doubts, as may
trouble the inward peace of intelligent obfervers.
Andin this we will looke both wayes, both on the dif
ficulties,. that may make us queftion, and on the helps
chat may make feafible, the Iffiie.

* 1. The



before the Honorable Houfe of Commons.

* i. The Grounds and particular difcouragernents,
that make the Lords agents even defbaire

almo fl of f’.ting good.
Thefe doubts, or the ground of them, that make us

conclude with the Church in Lamentations,not onely
myftrength, but even my hope is perifhedfrom the
Lord, it is not poffib’e, that we fliould ever fee any
good, I finde them (or at lead fo many of them as
now I (ball fpeake of) exemplified unto us in the
words of David, Pfa/. 85-. 1,2,3. For my endeavour
now, as my pratftife alwayes, is to hold out nothing to
you for iuftru&ion; but what the bleffed word of
truth, a perfed rule hath held out to mein obferva-
tionParticularly you may behold this experienced
man of God, skilfullinfoul-fecrets, and of admirable
acquaintance with Gods purpofes , fanning his
thoughts upon thefe foure things..

What prevalency in his time, or before, he had ob- 1 •
ferved , his land, and people had had with God ■ for
hereupon his thoughts and hopes would refpedively
rife, and fall. Now, faith he, I have good incourage-
ments-, for3 Lord, thou haft been mer<ifu'lto thy
Land'-, to give deliverance to us according to our de
foes is no new thing, we have had inftances thereof.
Now ( Honourable, and beloved ) that which was in-
couraging to David, is difeouraging to many a hum
ble fpirit here. The not prevailing of Gods fuppli-
ants, many excellent ones for pietie and zeale , who
all their dayes contefting againft the droffe and rot-
tenneffe, which they obferved to be either let in , or
brought in, into the Lords houfe , did yet not live to
fee thofe dayesof peace and puritie,which we hope, at

E - ' leaft
I
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leaft purfue to fee. Our fathers,faith David, PfA.zz.^.
trufted in thee, they trufted in thee, and were delive
red; our fathers, fay we, menofeminencyand age in
Chrift Jefas, prayed unto thee, they prayed unto thee
and were not heard, in the thing they prayed unto thee
for. In our younger times, and tender yeares, many
of us have been acquainted with divers holy ones,
tvhofe continuall prayers, daily drivings, and heartie
delireswere to injoy Godin thepuritie of hiswayes,
libertieof his ordinances and the like, yet they are all
fallen afleepe, gone to their long homes, dyed in the
mid way, before they arrived at the haven where they
would have been. And are we better then they, that
we Ihould thinke to gaine that, of which they failed?
Let me I pray you fpeake freely the thoughts of many
a poore foule, who upon this very ground hath almoft
been plunged from doubting into defpaire, Such and
fuchaone, a godly Minifter, anolddifciple , a mana
ged in Chrift did long fince (as I now) defire to fee
Chrifts day, but could not fee it, but having given a
good teftimony of their faith in him dyed, not having
obtained the promife, Heb. n. 39. It is poffible then,
nay more then probable, that I final 1 alfb come fhort of
ever feeing this glory dwellingindur Land : Thisfay-
ing, thefe thoughts may be true, and though true, yet
let no mans heart fade him. Oh fayed thou 5 How if
I fhould dye, before I fee peace upon Ifrael, comforts
ou England ? Dye! what then ? what then ? Let not
this thought deje-ft any. But confider;

If thou fhouldd, it is no prejudice to thy everlafting
being, thou (halt not have one feat lower in heaven for

11. id. The old Patriarches fought a cormtrey,
blit they came to their graves before they came to it,

yet



be] ore the Honorable Hovfe of Commons. 27
yet God was not afhamed to be called their God, and
even for them did he prepare a citie, a heaven, a place
in Glory.

It is in the meane fpace, helpfull to thy fpirituall
being. Thefe through the exercife of their faith,pur-
fuing the fruition of a promife wrought righteouf-
neffe, verf. 33. andfo infome fort obtained thepro
mife, the fruit of righteoufneffe being holineffe, Rom.
6. the recompence of the Command,being the Com-
maud, fay the Jews.themfelves.

Their ftocke of prayers is going ftill; They that 3.
come of thee, Z/k y8. 12. that is, thy prayers, and hu
miliations,(hall build the defolate places • true, in my
own time, nay, thou fhalt eftablifh the foundations of
a generation and a generation, not thy own age onely,
but the next and the next (ball fare the better, God
remembriug his mercy to a thoufand generations of
thofe that love him: This is one.

A fecond difcouraging thought is, the weakneiTe, . 2.
dulneffe, and coldnefle of Chriftians now; Oh! men
of parts they are prevalent. Could we call upon God,
like 5<iw?weZ,and David, or had we fuch as Noah, Daniel,
and lob, to ftand in the breach, there might be hope in
England concerning this: But can the Lord liften to
the prayers ofa finfull people, ofmen of fmall growth,
andage in the wayes of God?even this Pfalmift fpeaks
of it, as a thing unufuall j Lord thou haft brought back
the captivitie of lacob. By the way note for the under-
ftanding of this, and feverall other Scriptures, that
the Church and people of God have feverall titles,
according to their condition, every appellation de
noting a Overall ftate: In their Infancy, and weake
eftate, they are called lacob : In mansage, andftrong
growth IfraclEphraim is a word that intimateth

E 2 . back-
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back-fliding , yet with an eye to returning, and Ifac
(for once or twice the Church is called to ) argueth
temporal! joy, and plentic, here D.z-zW (peaks of the
Church, asaZW>, an infant, and refpedively looks
upon delivery,as an extraordinary thing: And what are
we ? our walkings, our duties, our prayers, our Sab
baths, our graces, hearts, thoughts, tongue, every
thing fay, we are yet but babes, andean the Lord be
merciful! to fuch ? Had we lived in the dayes of fuch,
or had we the hearts of fuch ? what humilitie , what
holinefle ruled then ? what mortification, heavenly
mindednCfle fbines in them? butwithus iris notfo,
and will the Lord bring backe the captivitie of fuch
poorefoules! I deny not, this may difcourage,but it
fhould not, for the burnt offering of theTurtle was a
favour of reft, as well as of the Oxe. Sinceritie, not
degree, is that which pleafeth God • This is that fpi-
ced wine, and juice of the Pomegranate whereof
Chrift drinks. If our abilities be final!, let us ad
vance the freenefle of Gods love the more; for lacob
fhallbeglad, aswellasZ/Lrc/rejoyce, i4.thelaft
'verfe.

The common fins of the time ■ I could never have
looked for mercy, but chat thou oh Lord haft forgi
ven the finnes of thy people, verf.z. What peace can
there be, whileft the iniquities of our Land, theop-
preffions of the righteous therein remaine, whileft
Popery and prophanenefle, fuperftition and ignorance
doe dwell among us: Sins certainly doe hinder good
things from us, and our iniquities do divide betweene
us and our God. But a praying people muft ftand in
the gap, and God will be more ready to heare the
cryes of a praying people, then to revenge the tranf-
greffions of a finning enemy. If the ftrength of finne

fhould
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fhould be above the power of prayer, or if God (lioul'd
not withdraw difpleafure from a finfullpeople, never
Land floould tafteof mercy, the portion of all would
be Lamentations, mourning, and woe.

The Guilt of the fins of f inner ages ■ We might q,
(faith a tender heart) poiTibly prevaile, were not our
Land under the Guilt of forne crying abominations.
But how if the Lord remember againft us former ini
quities, to take vengeance on thefe times for theini-
quitie of our forefathers 5 I have reafon to hope well
(faith David') for thou haft gathered up thy anger,
that fury ., the drops whereof werefhed abroad upon
this Land, thou haft removed, and as one appeafed art
fetled from thy difpleafure, which the finnes of palled
times provoked thee to, verf. 3. But can we hopefo?
oh, the Marian Blood, the Prelaticall rage, the coun
tenancing of Popery, the introducing of Superftiti-
on, the wrongs offered to Gods children in all places,
the moleftation offered byustothe*Scottifh  Nation, *y«this Nao

to ftop them in their purfuit of puritie, and fuch like/ °dvTAoRGod ™-
have thefe been humbled for, repented ? I dare not
deny, this Honorable Houfe hath done worthily, to land a

call upon this whole Land, to lay to heart in thefe p™cer
publike dayes, particularly the fins of Idolatry and o'p ^cmrjke
Blood. And therefore I hope, our poore Land hath for tending

hope. But when on the other fide, I behold the Lords preftnt^neaffil

refolution, Though I cleanfe you , yet from Blood I «
will never cleanfe you ; That Land , every L and fhall £'meonnd of
be wafte, turned into defolation for the injuries done
againft the Lords Ifrael • I cannot but feare. Let me
utter the fecrets of myfoule ; God hath {hewed ma
ny tokens for good, (which I (hall anon mention) ma
ny men gracioufly inftruefted by the fpirit of God,and
of bleffed experience in the thoughts of the Lord,

E 3 have
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hdvcfrom this place given comfortable affurances of
good things to come, to whom 1 have fully aflented,
with this promife, that our Land lye not under the
guilt of fome old iniquitie ; for I know,and have good
warrant for it, that an approaching vengeance-may be
polled over, from age to age, from one generation to
another, by the humble cryes of the praying inhabi
tants. Now oh that we could be allured,that the Lord
had nothing of an old fcore againfh us! But how fhould
we know this? that which I have obferved, let me
makeknowne; methinks the Prophet Ifaiab, Chap.6$.
16. fpeaking of the commingin of the Gentiles, and
eftablilhmentofthe Gofpel,alfuresthe Nations of the
fame , and that their former conditions whatfoever,
fhould be no impediment, their (landing out againPt
God, oppofition of his chofen fhould not hinder their
ingraffing, and this worke they fhould fenlibly appre
hend by two evidences, which I now apply to our
felves, that we alfo, even we may know , whether our
Lands former iniquities be hid from Gods eyes or no.

When a people are wholly given to advance God
the Creator, and difefteeme the creature- when we
comfort our felves in the Lord our God, when we
keepe up our fpirits, from the view of God,and his at
tributes , his promifes, and his faithfulnefie in them-
when we obferve the people generally faying , Salva
tion is of fhe Lord; when the name, power, and pro
vidence ofGod growes into requeft, and the ftron<Tefi
probabilities are looked upon, as nothing out of hTm,
then lift we up our hearts, andlooke, God is bringing
neere his mercy which fhall not linger, neither lhall
his falvation ftay long, but he will put it in Sion, for
ITrsel his glory. What? yea even now. When he’that
blezTeth himfelfe, promifeth a bleffing to himfelfe,

growes
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growes confident of a good iffue when he (Ifay)

’•(hall bleffe himfelfe intheGodof truth,.grounds his
confidence upon God alone, and his truth, then Hand
Hill and fee the falvationof God.

When the fpirits of men hanker after the puritie of
Gods wayes, grow weary ofthataiery nourifhment,
wherewith they have been fed-, when they loath fuper-

* ftition and formalitie, toying, and trifling in Gods
Service • when he that fweareth, (by fwearing under
Hand all the parts of Gods worfhip) comes before
God in any of his ordinances, (hall fweare by the God
of truth, fliall defire, that that fervice may be per
formed according to the truth, and puritie of God,
then , itmaybe, the Lords hand is neere to be revea
led to a Land for Good. Let inch as are wife, under
Hand thefe things • Let them that are prudent, know
them; Let fuch as have experience, and skill to fludy
men, in their relation to God, Letallthatare judici
ous to know times, and the conditions of them, view
our land, and what the people are, view our land, and
what ourdependance is, view our land, and whither
our affections incline: forwhenhethatbleifethhim-
felfe, (hall bleffe himfelfe’in the God of truth, and
when he that fweareth, and ferveth God, defires to do
fo, intheGodof truth, then all formertroubles, and
the carders of them, fins, (hallbe forgotten, they (hall
be hid from Gods eyes. Hitherto the doubts.

* 2. The props tand particular incoiiragements for
purpling a defired happinefif'e.

Suppofethen, that all thefe things areagainftus,
and that the imprevalency of predeccffburs,theweak-
neffeof our helpers, the fins of our pedons,and Land,
and the guilt of former iniquities, doe all with one

confens
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content tefdfie againft us alfo, yet there is afountaine
notwithftanding all this, Gods children yet may ob-
taine excellent things of God, for his names fake*
And if we minde the Scripture, we (hall finde God ar
guing from three of his own attributes, and thence

Albelda. inferring conclufions of comforts ; His Glory, his
pnpn Truth, his Mercy: Thefe the Scripture oft makes ufe

of, and propounds as precious Cordials: as for exam-
□Tin FTpn ple,7yjZ.8y.<hio. The promife afferted is, Surely his
TpD nniy telvationisnightothofethatfearehim: beleevethis,

firft Gods glory is ingaged in it: That Glory may
dwell in our Land: and not that only • By this meanes
mercy, and truth in the promife and performance are
mettogether. So Zp. 42.21. The Lord is well pleated
for his righteous mercies fake; He will magnifiethe
law, that is,his truthin his word, and lo make himfelfe
honourable in the eyes of all men. But in Excd. 6.2.
he reiterates his argument, but ft ill upon one ground,
'viz,, the evidencing of thefe three.

- Si He incourageth Mofes to goe about that great mete
Page, of fetching Ifrael from Egypt. And thus he
argues.

1. Thou {halt be aninftrument of good for me, it
will belong to me to protect thee 51 am lehovah.-there
is my glory more clearely in this adt evidenced then
ever heretofore to Abraham, or the other Patriarchies.

2. And I eftablifhed my Covenant with them, to
give them the land of their fojpurnings, I muftmake
it good, I cannot fade of my word, this is my truth,
werf. 4.

3. And I alfo have heard their cry, their oppreffi-
ons, their fighes, and this is my mercy. My bowels
yerne towards them.

2. Hee bids zfitofes evidence thefe to the people,
and
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and by them encline their fpirits.

i. Say,I am Jehovah,! will bring you from your bur
dens, &deliveryou from that bondage-, this is mercy.

2. I will take you to me for a people, and I will be
yourGod, fo fliallyou know, that I am Jehovah • this
is Glory.

3. And I will alfo bring you into a land, which I
fware to your fathers to give you, &c. this is truth.

Let thefe be remembre.d, ;thefe are (I affine you )
ftrongfupporters, fuch ejaculations become Chrifti-
ans, OhLord, our fins teftifie toourface ourumvor-
thinefle of good, but we expedt them for thy glory,
truth, and mercyfake. If thy Glory may dwell in our
confidences, if thy truth may be cleare to our appre-
henfions; if thy mercy may be feene of our people,
then glad thou our hearts, &c. Though nothing iu
us, yet thefe in God will uphold, though our redemp
tion be not nigh, even all the while, that we have oc-
c'afion to figh out thefe words: The Haw eft is paft, the
Summer is ended, and we are not faved.

2 f f t. ,C h a p. IIII.

Shewing the firft tife of the point, which
is, ofConteftation.

thefe things be fo, that Gods people are
*0^ ' oftlonginthepurfuit, anti held on: from

of their fdules defires, that
many Harve'fts doe pafle, and many Sum-

< • mldrs are ended,? and ,yet they not.fa?
vefr •1' Then hereupon we have juft ground of Con-
teftation, . -

'........... F‘..... .... T. 'ibis 
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i. T hit firfl t(fe of Con- fThe wicked enemy,
teflation againft 7 Ourf.addedfelves.

Firft we Conteft, and with fome fliarpneffe expo
ftulatethecaufe, againft all thofe that any whitimbit-
terthis condition to Gods people, both the enemy
and his malice, our felfe, and our fadnefle.

Sed. I.
•• ? * ’■

.Againft the Enemy,

T He envious, andevill man, who juftly incurres.
and therefore mutt have a delerved blame , for

twowickedads. i. For removing our falvation from
us to Inch a diftance. 2. For dulling, and retarding
us in the purfuit: of both thefe.

* The firfl alt ofwickednejfe : fetting our falva
tion from at a great diftance.

To be long in going (if the motion be quick) ar
gues rhe journey to be long We have been purfu-
ing, what yet we have not gained, the age of the old-
eft man, fince firft we fet foot forward, is beyond any
memory, but this laft ftage hath been palling , Har-
vefts, and Summers, and yet not finilhed: It muft
needs be (faith Chrift) that offences mull come, but
woe be to that man, by whom they come: Ifrcom-
monly is the lot of Gods people,to be long in purfuit,,
but woe be to that man that makes him fo lets fuch
a diftancebetweene them and their peace: But who,
and where is he that hath done this thing ? We may
not name the perlon, but onely lhew you, wherein
our falvation is become fo remote, and you will eafily
fay., the man that hath done this thing, is this wicked

He-man:
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Haman. In three particulars, have the enemies of
truth removed our happinefie from our fruition, to a
ver}r great diftance.

i. In the corruption of Gods way is.
2. In the deftruclton of Gods Agents.
3. In the dfur banc e of our Kingdome.

i. In the corruption of Gods waies.
Thefe enemies of God and truth endevoured the

hurtofus in our moft precious things, and as if they
had intended to thruft us under thedifpleafureof the
Almightie, they mingled that which Ihould be our
appointed food, with gall,and venome; they became
children, that were corrupters, I fa. 1.4. They had ba-
nilhed puritie, and in its roome introduced foolerie;
cheating us of our bread, they gave us a ftone; taking
from us the weightie things of the law, they left us the
(hell: They had driven the exercife of the gift of
Prayer quite from our Church, and Preaching was in a
faire way to bee thruft after it 5 and in roome of
both gave us nothing, or that indeed which was worfe
then nothing. A horrible finne equalized by God
himfelfe to murder: He that (ball kill that in his Tent,
which Ihould be (lain at the doore of the Tabernacle,
hath lhed blood, blood fhall be imputed to him : Le-
wit. 17.4. Godis the fame, the worlhip ismore pre
cious, and of it is God more jealous 5 the corrupters
finne cannot be lefle: But of this removed mercy by
this corruption’of Gods worlhip note two things:
Firft, the nature of the finne. Secondly, the meanes
of its introduction.

Firft, the nature of this finne, fo forced upon us of
late, is lively reprefented to us in the acfts of Elies

F 2 fonnes,
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fonncs, i~S.un. 2. whofe wickednefle points out this
parallel in thefe particulars.

1. It is of a growing natme, it vvillfpread, if not
withftood 5 They were to have fuch a piece, by Gods
appointment; but they would ftrike their fleffi-hooke
in at adventure, aud after that they would chjofe
theirpiece; thus became the finne of the young men
great: And theirs then is not fmall,who firft in circum-
ftauces, then in fubftances ■ firft in formes, then in
dodtrine had opened a wide gappe for Religion to be
gone.

2. They (whatfoever was the pretence ) minded
themfelves, not God, they would be (erved before
him; even beforethey burnt the fat, the Priefts boy
came. And in truth, I thinke it no very difficult thing
to raife beliefe in all, that howfoever reverence in
Gods fervice was the pretence; yet the fettling of
themfelves, the eftablifhing of their greatnefTe,Am-
bition, Pride, Tyrannic was the maine.

3. By thefe their doings, they brought the Ordi
nances of God into contempt, verf. 17. men abhorred
the offering of the Lord. And what efteeme others
brought to the offerings of God, will be feene, if ap-
peale be made to the confciences of fuch, as chofe ra
ther to fly e, to die, then to bepartakers with themia
their follies.

4° Aud for themfelves, they grew prodigiouffy
prophane, either in adtuallnaughtinelTe, aswerf. 22.If
that be fo to be taken 5 or elfe very Atheifts, re^ard-

' leffe oftheir places, and duties, caufing the women to
lye all night at the doore of the Temple, before they
could have their facrifices offered. And for our fonnes
of Eli, as of their piops, and blamelefle behaviours,
there is no large reports 5 fo of their carelefneffe in

their
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their Offices, their Pulpits, and Churches are Effi
cient teftimonies. This is the nature of the finne.

2. But for the meanes 01 its introduction,.and how
they went about to edablifli thefe vanities, that is
the thing • whether they traced the politique rules
of any wily, and wicked Jeluit, 1 cannot fay, nor gaine-
fay ■. this I can: That if they fet Jeroboam before them,
asamarketowalke by, I never obferved arniore ex
aCt imitation. I defire, as others have done, fome-
thing to difcover the fubtiltie, that we might the
more abhorrethe finne; fuppofe then, that one were
in a fecret kinde of way to bringin Romifh Idolatry
into this Land, furely fetting Jeroboam andhjscourfes 1Kin.xa.31.
before his eyes, he could walke but thus.

Firft, Jeroboam defired not to turn all the Temples,
and Synagoguesan his dominions into high places for
his Idols: No, he would onely have one place; he
builtahoufeofhigh places, one fatisfied him: Nei- ni»3 Fl’S
ther did his followers fo much as defire, that the Idoll
MafiTe, or Romifh fervice fhould have free paflage in
all places at firft 5 or that this Gangrene fhould over-
fpread the face of the Land in one yeere: He is con
tent, if one, one alone be this Harveft, or this Summer
fet apart for fuch an ufe.

Secondly, Jeroboam admitted of the ends, thebafeft
ofthe people to be made Priefts •, nonefo meane,but
good enough robe afacrificer to his Idol. And what-
kinde of Priefts have of late beene admitted moftufu-
ally, our Land to its woe doth feele. A Generation
ofprophets are they, whom their Matters thought fit-
teft to ferve their owne ends, in their Preachings,
Printings, and PraCtifes •, aiming at nothing, but that
thefe great Arch-priefts might beare rule by their
meanes. Thefe are the men that have made thefe de-
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iolations in our Kingdome: Borne for no other ends,
but to flatter greatnefie, and to feed themfelves:
Their number, their qualities, their carriages: Their
fpitefull words,malignant plots, and venomous beha
viours the Committee for fcandalous Minifters, the
places of their confinement about the Citie, and the
other Army can beft teftifie: Nay, (if report lye not)
feme of the modeller, and wifer Officers on the con
trary fide, have exprefled a deteftation of the bafe
Clergie, that hang upon them, and not without caufe •
They equalizing, if not exceeding the worft of the
common fouldiers in rudenefle, incivility, rage, and
irrcligion.

Thirdly , leroboam would not, no, he would not
meddle with the fubftance of Religion,not he- onely,
fomecircumftances, he thought not fo decent, as he
himfelfe could order them •, the time oftheirfolemne
Feafts fell not out at a convenient feafon, orelfethey
had not feftivals enough, by divine inftitution; he
muft have one Holy day more, one feftivall more, a
felemneFeaftin the eight moneth.he thought might
much advance devotion^but it was in a moneth,which

led * out ofhis owne heart, * and that fu-
beyond either warrant, or need * : Ours
evenfo-, they are Prote.ftants, they, you

muft not fufpeeft them ; Popery theydeteft, as much
as any reformers in the Land: But onely they would
have fome more reverence in the outward worfhipof
God: The reformed Religion in its folemnities was
too naked, tooplaine: The Communion Table ftood
like a kitchin drefier bprd, it muft be advanced to the
upper end, that none might fit above God Almighty.
Irmuft be railed in $it muft have fome refpedt (hewed
toit;Holydaies,theSaintsFeftivals muft be kept with

• - fome

*<13 he had feig
WQ P * perfluoufly-oSorro*  £ave dea[y



before the Honorable Honfe of Commons.

fome ftri(ftneffe •, and in liew of them, you frail have 
liberty on the Lords dayes to play, game, andrevell. 
and to do what you pleafe: this fuperfluous devoti
on opened a wide in-let to Popery; and;by prevailing 
in this, they gained many points in the CompaSeof 
theirintentions.

Fourthly, Jeroboam would put no more upon others, 
nor exadt more from others, then he would doe him- 
felfe: He offered, faith the Text: Arid the moft for
ward in fubmitting to, and acting of, thefe .foremen
tioned devifes, were thofe reverend Sages of our 
Land, who by their proftituted gravities to thefe im- 
pofed vanities endeavoured to get refpedt.

‘ t- Fifthly, Jeroboam above allplacesj had a watchful! 
eye to thofe Congregations, that were the eyesofthe 
Kingdome ; carefully heeding that noPriefts, but 
thofe ofhisown confecrating frould be fettled there 5 
he placed in Bethel, the Priefts of the high places, 
which he had made5that Town above all muft be pro
vided for by them, toprove an imitation of this mis
chievous patterne with us ■ the evidence is ready •,into 
fome fmall livings in Countrey villages, perhaps a 
man of paines and piety might be admitted: But what 
kinde of men were ordinarily feated in our Cathe
drals ? in a great part of late become the neft of idle 
drones, and the roofting place of fuperftitious forma
lifts : yea, fome of them made the (belter of fuch in- 
fufficients, that had not great friends, and afullpurfe 
become preventives, they might have beene ranked, 
without wrongtothem, in the forme with the loweft 
of the people. But how was this honorable audfa- 
mous Citie ofZoW^furnifhed? even juft as Jeroboam 
furnifhed Bethel, with theworft, theidleft, the moft 
iuperftitious of all the reft. Ifthe particulars, that here 
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Since this renowned Parliament have either for their 
PopiflmeSIe, and vitioufnefle been expelled, and cen- 
fured; or that .out of felfe guiltinefle, for feare have 
fled, or rebgeed 5 together .with fome others, that as 
yetlye hid unmedled with, or but now in agitation, 
were recorded •, the number would be considerable • 
this,I heard reckoned, that in oneftreet, not one Mi- 
nifler in feven or eight Churches immediately ad- 
joyniug, was able to ftand Parliament proofe. A piece 
of hell ifh policy ,^thus to darken the Eye: for if the 
eyebedarke, how great is that darknefle ? the body 
can have no light.

Sixthly, and laftly, to make all pafle the more 
fmoothly,.The people, they mult be Courted, they 
mutt be pleafed, they muft have fome favour Shewn®, 
to winne them to Swallow downeinSenfibly this accur- 
feddevile: leroboazimzde afeaft tothe people, that 
fo he might ingratiate himfelfe with them: And.our 
good people muft not be restrained ^Libertie for re
creations muft be granted ; A booke of Sports pub
lished, to make them conceiyethemfelves happy, as 
living under fuch carefull Taftors: for if they tooke 
care for their playes, and Sports, Surely, they would 
much more takecare for their liberties and perfon?-: 
and moft of all for their foules, and confciences. Thus 
haveweSeene ifraels lerobpam, and Englands Prelates 
foalike in theiraimes, and waies, theirdefignes; and 
courfes, that 1 can fee no wrong done them; if^asthe 
Scripture to this day of him, Sb even to the laft.day of 
them, it may, whenfoever they are mentioned , be 
fairly and adjoyned as a juftly lelcryed, and therefore 
an undivided title: The Prelates, 'that K:ade England 
to fane,

... I#
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In the de ft ruff ion of Gods Agents.
The firft particular, wherein our malicious enemies 

havefet our falvationfromusat a great diftance,be
ing paft - The fecond follows They made our falva- 
tion remote alfo, in thedeftrudtionof Gods agents, 
the righteous of the people, whoarethebleflings of 
the land •, The righteous man is the prop of the world, 07^ Ta* 
faith Salomon, Prov. 10.27. Salvation, faith Ifii. Chap.
26. 1,2. will God appoint forwals,and bulwarks: How 
may this be? why, open the gates, that the righteous 
nation, that keepeth the truth, may enter in: yet 
thefe pretious ones, of whom the world is not wor
thy, bythefe fonnes of Belial, were held not worthy 
of the world, or any part therein, earth, and aire, 
and fuch common comforts the interefts of all living 
was denied them : Their pradtife , and malice this 
way is too apparent, it need not ftay us, and their dam
nation fleepes not, it will not ftay long. God, and his 
juft judgements fhal 1 hunt thefe evill men to deftrudti- 
on • A confumption decreed againft them (hall over
flow with righteoufnefle juftly proportionable to eve
ry eye, againft fuch will God awake to the judgement, 
that he hath commanded, and bring upon them, that 
which he hath written. Nay,let me fpeake an admira
ble thing, to thefe terrible ones,and that no more then 
what the mouth of the Lord hath fpoken, that when 
their infatiable ambition hath put them upon all furi
ous waycs, fo that they fhall by ftrength, and force 
ftrive to prevent their fall: yet this their doomea- 
bides them , they fhall never have the honour to die 
a fouldiers death'; They (hall die with the mightie, 
that fall,' and goedbwne to hell or the grave, by wea
pons of warre with their fivords under their heads „

G they
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they Hull not die fighting valiantlyin battel!; but how 
then ? I defire the words may be minded both in their 
death,and caufe. For their death,it (hall be ignomini
ous and bafe, Their iniquitie (hall be upon their bones, 
for fome capital! crime they (hall die by the hand of 
the executioner, and for the caufe, this is all, becaufe 
they have been the terrour of the mightie in the land 
of the living, Ez>ek, 32.26, 27. What are thefe things 
fo? &c.

3. In thedifturbAnce of the Kingdome.

They have thirdly, and laftly, removed our falvati- 
onfrom us in the difturbance of the Kingdome 5 By, 
reafon of our prefent troubles, we are farre from 
peace, fome have loft their lives, fome their liberties, 
fomeof usoureftates, all of us our fecuritie, manya 
childe hath loft a father that (hould have bred him, his 
happineffe is farre diftant, many a man his limbes, 
hishealthisasfarre: In one countrey the fruits of the 
earth arefpoiled, in another townes confumed, death 
and delbbtion hath all. Two wayes onely are left in 
which wepurfue our defired ends, compofition, and 
conqueft, the one is (hut againft us by the feares of an 
open enemy, the other by the falfenefle of an hidden 
friend, and whyfhouldlnotftillcomplaine? fo that if 
any fay, Why cry you out of violence and wrong ? we 
reply, Is there not a caufe? you have ftolne away our 
King, how is it then that you lay, What aileth thee ?

* 2. Thefecondaciofwickedae/fe^ retard
ing out purfuit*

3» Secondly, Weconteft againft the forefaid enemy 
and evill man for dulling and damping, clogging and 
retarding us in the pnrfuit of this too f?r diftant falva- 

tion-
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tion; and this he doth by a threefold engine.
i. By corrupting the judgements of fome; all is 

not gold that glitters, nor all right,that appeareon the 
right fide. And fuchas deale wickedly with the Co
venant, may eafily be corrupted with flatteries,forthe 
people onely that know the Lordihal be valiant, faith
full, and doe exploits, Dan. ri. 32. Theunfound are 
quickly feduced, and men of weake underftandings 
much puzled with the fpecious name of a King , and 
ft range mifapplication of fome Scriptures, as if they 
had been particularly written for England.

2. By diflieartning the refolves of others, ftrength- 
ning their owne parties, by all the wayes they poflibly 
can finde out, both falle, and feigned ; one while a feri- 
ous Proteftation (hall put a faire face upon the defign, 
another while a weekly Mercwitu (hall magnifie with 
his pen, fome fmall exploit of the Pike, or none; nay 
that which is worftofall, Gods moft reverend name 
is called to atteftto mans device, dayes of praifeare 
celebrated, andfolemne meetings appointed,and kept 
for mercies never received , for victories never gain
ed, for difeovery, and prevention of treafons plotted, 
and prevented in one and the fame imagination,a vice 
the Church of old laid to heart, Oh faith (he, this cuts 
me, they make a noife, (marke her phrafe ) make a 
noife, ((he gives it no better a title,) in the houfeof 
God, as in the day of afolemne Aifembly, Lam.z.j.

By hindering the pradtifes of all, by feverall cor- 3' 
ruptcourfes, not voting right, or betraying thetruft 
committed to them by difeovering intentions, flag
ging defignes, byfecretcomplyances, ftartingimpe- 
diments; twentie, and twite twentie, are the finfull 
devices of the men of this generation to erode, and 
confound the working zeale of publique fpirits.

G 2 Sedt.
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Sed. 2.

Jgaiuji ow ftddedfdves.

TT N the next place we conteft againft our felves and 
JLfadnefle; Oh! fay we, we looked forpeace, butbe- 
hold trouble, for comforts, but behold calamitie, our 
ftrength and hopes arc even perifhed from the Lord: 
thus are our hearts caft down, withinus. But why art 
thou caft down,ohdeje<fted heart? and why is thy foul 
troubled within thee? for'marke, 11

Thoucanft not, for all thy great troubles, I fay, 
thoucanftnotfay, as they in the caufe of Ifrael, God 
hath continued in his difpleafure thefe 7oyeeres,ZecA, 
1.12. nay, nor 70 momeths, hay, nor7oweekes, few, 
though very evill, have the dayes of dur diftrefles 
been, neither have we attained to the age, and dura
tion of our fathers troubles.

God hath laid down a principle, on which his peo
ple may ftay themfelves, and reft. That he will hot 
ftrive for ever, neither will he be wroth continually, 
I fa. 57.16. He will not be wroth to victory, the word 
imports fo, God will not be angry to fuch a high de
gree, as that his wrath (hall ger the upper band: for 
two thingsalwayesftand up againft his difpleafure,nei
ther (hall it fubdue them-, to wit, his attribute of 
mercy,and his childrens prayer: of the former fpeaks 
theApoftle, law.2. 13. Mercy rejoycethagainft judg
ment •, of the latter fpeaks Hofea, Chap. 11. ult. ludah 
yet rules withGod, that is, by the power of prayer.

3. He hath afcertained us, that the troubles,and tri
als, which he fends, or fuffers, (hall be according to 
our abilities and graces: for God is a God of judge
ment, nfeiour creature s, the Husbandman propor

tions-
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tions his tooles and inftruments to hisworke, for his ifa. 28.27. 
God inftrudts him *tothatdifcretion, in that Art fo dS* 
to doe: how much more the God ofdifcretion him- 
felfe (ball apply fit Inftruments ofinftrudtion, both in 
kinde, and degree, to his childrens ftrength, and qua
lities ? .The truth whereof we have notably exempli
fied to us in t'heftory of fhe three Patriarches, Abra
ham j I fane, and lacob, thus: Egypt was a place ofgreat 
fervice, fore bondage,and hard meafurefor all of the 
Lords people, that went thitherjnow obferve: There 
was a famine in Abrahams dayes, there was a famine 
in Ifaact dayei, and there was a famine in lacobs dayes j 
to fupportthefe his fervants under this pinching cala- 
mitie, God provides for them all, and gives direction 
to them all, but the one point-blanke contrary tothe 
other. To Abraham under famine, he gives leave to 
take his owne courfe, fo Abraham went downeinto 
Egypt,to fojourne there, Gen. 12. 10. To ifaac God 
appeares with an exprefle prohibition,Though famine 
beupon-thee, goe not downe into Egypt,, but abide in 
this land, Gen. 26. i. To lacob in the fame condition 
God appeares in like manner with an exprefle com
mand, Feare notfogoedown to Egypt, Gen.46.3. The 
reafon of this diverfitie is to be drawne from their per
fons, thusz^r^zw is rhe Type,andinftance ofa fpiri- 
tualized foule, carried up in his apprehenfions, and by 
the evidencing adt of faith enjoying a very fenfible, 
and full communion with God. Now all the Crea
tures, and the many varieties here, are far.below fuch 
a one he like the upper Region of the Airei, enjoy
ing a comfortable calmenefle of confcience, an in
ward blefled peace in his neernefie to ,and contemplar 
tion of his God, not ftirred at all, though the lower 
Regions befometimes quiet,fometimesicloudy; now

G 3 fhaken
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Ihakcnwithtempefts, ftormes, and thunder; thena- 
gaine refrelhed with the bright, and warmegteames 
ofalhining Sunne,&c. Thisis Abraham, the heaven
ly union he enjoyed with God rnfoule, made him look 
upon the whole world, and the changes therein, as 
toies: God therfore takes no notice  ̂whither Abraham 
goes, he hath a ipirit, tranfcfendent to all, even Egyp
tian trials let him either goe thither, or ftay here, 
all conditions are alike to him, becaule his foule is 
flayed on thee. Againe, Ifaac is a Type,and a pattern 
of a true, yet an ordinary Saint, his converfe was much 
with the things of the world, and bufinefies of his 
temporal! calling $ in which by the fiduciary ad of 
faith, he dependingly beheld God in his promifes, 
and rifely obferved feverall ads of providence in his 
outward affaires - On him came a famine too, then in 
a vifionfpeakes God to this effed. ifaac, that all forts 
ofprofeflbrs in Ages to come, may have their condi
tions exemplified in this perfed rule of righte- 
.oufneiTe, the Scripture, I have not, as to thy fa
ther, beftowed fuch a beatifical! .vifion of eternal! 
blifie on thee, as whereby thon mayeft trample the 
vhole creature under thy feete: Goe not therefore, 
forthyreliefe downe tex Egypt, ofall places take heed 
of that 5 Egypt is a place ofibretroubles,thou haft not 
graces able to encounter with thofe fad oppofitions, 
that that Land will fend againft thee j and therefore 
becaule thou haftnotftrengthof heart, for Egyptian 
trials, abide in this Land, here are trials futable to thy 
ftrength, and here will I provide for thee. Laftly, 
I~cob is a Type andpatterneofapatient,. ftrong.and 
fuffbring Saint, armed with abilities to undergo, what- 
fbever Gods trying wiidome, mans oppofing malice, 
orSat3ns inv’fble depths could forge againft, orin-
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flidt upon him. lacob, faith God, Goe thou downe to 
Egypt, forthough the Egyptians (halltherefhewthee 
hard things, yet I have given thee fhoulders of braffe, 
andfidesoflrdn, armed thyfpirit with courage, refo- 
lution, and undauntedneffe I have fet thee up as a 
token for good, to fuch as fhall come after, when they 
fhjll fee, how I upheld thee with a ftrong hand under 
troubles, and freed thee with a high hand from trou
ble j and how thou glorifiedft me in the very fire, and 
by fuffering, and dyingdidft conquer and kill thy ve
ry oppreffors. Behold the wifdome and goodneffe of 
God. i

; 4. God Ipeake? exprefly againff'fuch diftempers, 
and thereupon the children of God have conceited a- 
gainft fuch heavy dejeCtedneffe in themfelves 5 My 
foule, why art thou caft downe, and why art thou 
difquieted within me? for the Word of God is as effe
ctual!, ps an adlof man, when he Ipeakes with a ftrong 
hand, Z/4.8. n. a phrale improper, the hand is the In- 
ftrument of adtion, not fpeech 5 yet the efficacieof 
Gods fpeech is thereby ftiewne forth. He Ipeakes 
ftrongly to his Saipts, Feare not ■ and to their hearts. 
Be not difmaied: and this word (houldkill athouland 
affrighting imaginations, as Samfons Jaw-bone didL 
men. ' .

object. If I heard God fpeaking fo to my particular, 
I might indeed be either railed from,or armed againft 
doubts and feares-, I would up, and be doing. ^Sol. 
Heare him fpeake ! Why,he doth fpeake now, ps 
much as ever he was ufed tofpeake: I mean to private 
Chriftians in an ordinary way: For I meddle not pop 
.with thofe, extraordinary apparitions,-or, yoyces, 
whereby God didreveale extraordinary things po,ex’ 

traordinary
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traordinary men: for ordinarily then, and now,God 
fpeakesthree waies unto his children.

Firft, in Prayer, as he did to Hannah, who Peeking 
God in that Ordinance for a childe, had fnch an inter
nal! anfwer revealed to her foule, which did foaflure 
her of fuccefie, that riling from prayer, (he looked no 
more fad: many fuch anfwers,Gods praying fuppliants 
have experience of at this day.

Secondly, in enfuring occurrents: I meane thus, 
fome accidents doe come to pafie, not for themfelves 
alone, (the confequences of them being of no great 
weight! but to uphold the hearts of men cald forth 
to imployment, and'to allure'them from fuch, and 
fuch experiences, of a continued divihe afliffance inf 
any and every neceffitie: The Scripture gives us two 

0 Abtlda, inftances ofthis,(and if you wilbeleeve my * Author; 
but two) Theoqe in David, who during his Shep- 
heards li^ met with id Lion, and eke a’Beare feizing 
oh his Iheepe: Davidextraordinarily irilived, fought 
withboth; kild both, andpreferved his flock: here 
were many things extraordinary courage, ftrength, 
fucceflejand whgtis theiffue of all? the prefervation 
of alheepe,- :or a lambe, or two : Can we thinks, that 
God Ihbuld fend thus from heaven to fave David from 
thole, that would fwallow him up, and that onely to 
lave a lambe, orlheep from thepawes ofthe Lionxand 
theBeare ?No, it was an, enfuring occurrentto fatif- 
fie David, that he might look for aid!ihcafe of Dan’ 
ger.j and to this ufe Z><»w^improved it in his fight a- 
gainTGo/;^. Agaihe, Either is by an extraordinarie 
adiofptovidencL advanced to be Queened Was this 
for-fie? other endi'Hnfi'the'prefBiifldnt of one ffnflle 
mafi ' knew'; and lb hd tbld Mei,
• • .‘in irir? . * tt
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Her preferment was but an evidencing aft, that flic 
was come to that place for fome fpeciall fervice, and 
(bit proved (he was. Now (methinkes) when I fee in 
thefe our dayes fo many providentiall aCts, ferving 
one another, and that without any proportionable if- 
fue, as yet we can fee, I cannot but ranke them in the 
number of them which here I callenfuing occurrents. 
Such as thefe; Scotland fatisfied in their purfuit: This 
Parliament beyond expectation gathered 5 beyond 
example continued-, fomany hellifh defignes difco- 
vered5 and the mifchiefe of them prevented : yea, 
turned upon them, in whom they firft bred: fuch a 
praying fpirit in all hearts, fo many dayes of prayer, 
publike, private: fuch refpeCt to the belt both men, 
and Minifters: fuch Covenants,Proteftations,Oathes 
this prefent now in agitation for the union of the 
Kingdomes $ fuch laying to heart our caufe in France, 
Low Countries, and other reformed Churches: fuch 
brotherly, and tender affeCtions, and exprefiions in 
Scotlandi and (which is not the lead) the Aflembly 
called, and fitting, Reformation going on, the Citie 
of God ereCting, evenina troublefometime, asZM- 
niel foretold it (hould ; Inter arma Academias fundare : 
to thinke on the building of Schooles, eftablifhing 
LeCtures, fetling a Miniftery, when the Kingdome 
(hakes with feares and miferies^ was once made the 
propertie of Holland but goe we on, as we doe, Our 
Land, our Parliament in that noble worke (hall have 
their (hare. - 1

Thirdly, in accidental! paffages, God fometimes 
by words cafually fpoken,without any intention in the 
fpeaker,mayfometime appeare in that word to the ap- 
orehenfions of his people. Dreamirlg, and telling a

H dreame .
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dreame to ones bedfellow,and neighbour, what more 
ordinary?yet Gei/eo»fromfuch a relation obferveda 
Divine providence,and an anfiver from the Almighty: 
The brute creature may fometimes be the meflage- 
bringer of fuch tydings, as God is pleafed to commu
nicate. Aske the Beafts and they (hall teach thee, the 
Fowles fhall declare it, lob 12.7. And God teacheth 
us from the beafts of the field, lob ^7. u. But a more 
Notable ftory, was never met with, as cleerely evi
dencing Gods voyce, in adts meerly accidental!, then 
this which I fhall now produce; in heathen ftories ma
ny paflages to this purpofe are extant, but this fur
mounts them all. When Haman had plotted that un
exampled deftrudtion againft the lewes 5 of which we 
reade in the Booke of Efther UWordecai a man of a 
publique fpirit, that loved his Nation, put himfelfe 
upon that noble worke of crofting Hamans defigne, 
and preventing the extirpation of the I ewes his Coun- 
trey-men : In this his endeavour, among other 
thoughts (for the ftory hathfomeother particulars,) 
three difcouraging objections prefented themfcives 
to his imaginations.

Firft, certainly //4w<wi>eing a great Favourite,and 
potent with the King,would upon his firft motion pro
cure theDecree to pafle, and as fuddenly effedt the 
determined execution, that he fhould have no time 
(doe what he could) to worke his Country-mens faU 
vation in that earth.

Secondly, afluredly Haman a great politician, and 
an old Courtier, having many followers, had laid his 
Plotfodeepe,ibfure 5 had fo combined with friends, 
and eftablifhed his worke with the beftcounfels, that 
the utmoft of his poore, and private endevours could 

never
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never either to the bottome difcover, or in all the 
parts of it untie the knot of this matchleffe Con- 
fpiracie.

Thirdly,andwhen upon fuch diftreffefull thoughts, 
fome fecret injections of Gods power,and goodneffe, 
of his ancient dealings, and his fore-fathers experi
ence of wonderfull deliveries in the dayes of \yibra- 
ham, Iacoby Mofesy&c. did offer themfelves: His 
wretched diftruftfull heart replyed; True, in thofe 
yeeres of ancient times, God did fhew vifible eviden
ces of his wonderfull providence: But it is not fo now, 
we fee no fuch thing.Thefe were this good mans tem
ptations, with which being mightily dejefted, and in 
a penfive manner in the evening returning to his 
houfe, he met three children coming fromSchoole: 
Mordecai underftanding by them where they had 
beene, inquired of one of them, where his leffon had 
beene that day; Sir, replied the childe, in thePro- 
werbs, Cap.s.'verf.zf. Be not afraid ofanyfudden fear, 
nor of the defolation of the wicked, when it fhali 
come. Mordecaiamazed cryedout,The voyce of God 
in the leffon of this childe lam confident this defb- 
lationfhallnotbe fofpeedy. The fecond childe upon 
Mordecates demand, told him, that he had learned that 
day, I fa. 8. io. Take counfell together, it (hall be 
brought to nought, pronounce a Decree, it fhali 
not ftand, for God is with us; Oh the wonderfull 
goodneffe of God (hid Mordecai) that thus out of the 
mouthes of babes and fucklings ordainesftrengthfor 
his poor fervant! I (hall,I am fare,I fhali fearch after all 
their depths, & difcover yea,and prevent them, j And 
what hath this third childe got at Schoole to day?one 
verfe alfo,faid the childe, to wit, 1 fa.46.4. Even unto 
old age I am the God,and unto gray haires I will beare

H 2 you,
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you • I have made you, and I will carry you, I will bear 
you, and I will deliver you. Now blefled be God 
(cried Mordecai) that hath not left hisfervant com- 
fortleflej but even in thefe ordinary weake meanes 
fpeakes admirable things to his InftrumentS; God will 
yet be mercifull unto his people, and will yet choofe 
Sion an habitation to dwell in; the Evidences of his 
hand now (hall not be inferiour to thofe of former 
times: And cheerfully railed in his fpirit with this di
vine aflurance, though in an accidental! pa-Iage, he 
went to his houfe confidently, and full of joy. This 

Rabbi Mops ftorythusand more largely recorded by the Rabbine, I 
Abiofneim finde no mention of in Scripture - yet this I finde, 
in libro E fiber 4. 7. that Mordecai told Efibers melfenger all
TO ’V that which had happened unto him, and nothing is 

here recorded,that did happen unto him, befides what 
in particular he mentions-, andifl (hOuld fay, It was 
this ftrange accident, as on the one fide, itisnotim- 
poffible,butitmaybefo : fo on the other I have no 
better ground then the report of this Jewifh Doctor, 
to affirme it. The like inftances might be given per
haps neerer home: the thing I would teach hereby is, 
that men fhould be wife and warie even in fuch acci
dental! occut rents to note Gods voyce for their owne 
good, that we may furnifh our felves with all helpes, 
that may hold up our finking hearts, and caufe us to 
offer our felves willingly to the worke of the Lord.

Chap.
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Chap. V.

Containing the fecond ufe of the point,which is 
of Exhortation.

[This ufe, becaufe the time was ffent, was wholly 
omitted at the time of the delivery.)

7rthermore,ifit be fo, that we may belong 
held from the fruition of what we long 
for,labour for •, Then let me with earneft. 
nefle, and zeale exhort you, that though 
Harveftbe paft, and Summer ended, and

we not faved; Yet move ftil,purfue ftil,Iofe not the re
ward of the pains you have took, in due time you Iha II 
reape if you faint not. Tis the earth, and earthly 
men, thatlitftillindulnefle, but yourworke is hea
venly, your aimes for heaven yea, and your agents 
deale with heaven too. Tis Gallio, Affs. 18. thatcares 
hot, how things goe ; tis onely Reuben among the 
Tribes, whofe dignitie was gone, that in the dayes of 
publique troubles abode among the fheepfolds to 
heare the bleating of the Iheepe: But your dignitie is 
ft ill up, your reputation ftill holds in the hearts of all 

' the faithfull in the Land : let none flay therefore at 
home, and be the laft with the pofteritie of Adomkam 
that move forward to the worke of the Lord. God is 
about to make unto this Land a feaft of fat things, 
Ifa. 25.6. Therefore

Sedt. 1.
Be you difpefed to Go.

LEt none refufe to come to the Supper of the Lord 
being invited, to help forward the Lords worke, 

H 3 being
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being excited: Confider,If you gaine the end of your 
endeavours, and come to your defired haven; If you 
eftablifh by holding outalittle longer, the workeof 
theLbrd, that is to be done in thele latter dayes; If 
God honour you to be but a finger of the fift Angel,to 
filed abroad fome drops of fury out of the vials of God s 
vengeance upon the featof the Beaft, that fo his king- 
dome may grow darke from that Scripture, Ifa. 2?. 7. 
you (hallprocure to us thereby three great benefits.

1. Ignorance (hall be remedied ; By you the Lord 
(hall remove the covering, that covers the face of all 
people in this mountaine, in this land •, The more Po
pery, the more darknefle-, the more reformation, the 
more light: Help to fulfill the Prophecies that goe 
before $ how that about the evening of the world it 
(hall be light, abundance of knowledge (hall be in 
thofe dayes; Knowledge (hall cover the earth, as wa
ters the Sea: and blefied is the man, that helps the 
Lord in the worke that he hath purpoied.

2. Perfecution dial 1 ceafe. The Lord (hall then fwal- 
low up death, violent death, and deadly ufages of his. 
There (hall be no hurting, nordeftroyingin all Gods 
holy mountaine; Make our Land but the mountaine 
of the Lord, all teares (hall be wiped from our eyes.. 
Great (hall be the peace of our children.

j. AlldifrefpeClofthe wayesoftruth, and reproach 
of the profefiburs thereof (hall vanifh, from the face 
of all the Land; the Lord (hall remove the rebukes of 
his people ; In (lead of derifions,and danders,nothing 
fliall be heard in all the Kingdome, but, Come we will 
goe with you to theHoufeof the Lord. This is your 
Gaine, (andean their be a greater?) Ignorance, vio
lence and reproach (hall flye away, like the mifts be
fore the wind 5 Knowledge, incouragements, and re- 

ipedts 
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fpedts (ball (iicceed in their roomes, Oh who (hall live 
when God (hall do this!

, Sed. 2.
Nay,goeon as you doe.

BEnotdifheartned, ride on profperoufly in this way 
of truth and righteoufnefle, and the Lord ftand 
with the right: GoeonIfay,butGoonintheftrcngth 

and power of the Lord your God.
i. God will put a Character of honour upon his a. 

gents, that have been inftruments of publiquegood, 
as upon NW, Gen. y. 29. His name was Confolation 
and reft, becaufe by him God comforted his people in 
their endeavours , againft all preflures put upon them 
by earthly men, whom God hath curled •, and upon 
Naaman, he was an honourable man, 2 King. y. 1. a man 
of refpedi, and name, becaufe by him God had given 
deliverance to Aram-, you are the Lands Noah to com
fort them, the Naaman to deliver them, and then that 
(hall befaid of, and done to you, which (hall be laid, 
and done to the man, whom God will honour: And 
very remarkable is it, that in that great imploy ment of 
Mofes amd Aaron to Pharaoh, for the Churches good, 
God in mentioning of it mentions them, and menti
ons them not, but with epithets of honour, and titles 
ofrenowne, Exod. 6. verf. 26,27. This is that Mofes, 
and \^4aron ! and againe, This is that CMofes, and 
Aaron ! which character is put upon them in a double 
refpe&: 1. Becaufe Godimployed them for his Chur
ches good, This is that Mofes and Aaron to whom God 
faid, Bring my people from Egypt. 2. For their cou- 
ragious, andbolddifchargeof this itnployment even 
to, and againft the King himfelfe. They faid to Pha
raoh , King of Egypt, thathefhoulddifmiflelfrael, to 

Pharaoh)
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Plwuh , a cruel! man , to a King of Egypt a Potent 
Prince, yet they feared not. This is that (JlZ^pr and

* SuAbiiybi- Avon *. And the fame (hall be your honour, andjoy; 
This is the Parliament that God hath imployed for 
Englands good, and they difeharged that truftwith 
faithfulnelle, and courage even with the King him- 
felfe, ThisisthatParliament.

2. And that (hall beyourConfolation, for that (hall 
be no comfort, no confidence to the houfe of Ifrael, 
that brings their fin to remembrance, £^^..29. 16. 
But that (hall be the contentment of foul to them,that 
bringstheirzealeforGodto remembrance-, Beleeve 
me, I fpeake afluredly, it fhall be no griefe of heart to 
any to have helped forward thecaufe of the Lord Je- 
fus. Take God therefore with ycu

r. Intheufe of his ordinances. Prayer will confume 
but the adverfaries of the Lord , and his Land, and 
though not all at once, yetitwill wormethemoutby 
little and little, till they be confirmed. God is laid, Zp. 
31.9. to have his fire in Sion, and his furnacein Jeru- 
falem; Thefe are places of his worfhip, and his Saints 
meetings, theirprayers there are the Lords fire , and 
furnace, by which he burnes up the enemies of his 
Church, and wayes.

2- In dependance on his power: all fiicceffe is from 
him-, when we know not, what to do , let our eyes be 
towards God: Promotion, faith thePfalmift . comes 
not from the Eaft, Weft, or South, Pp/. 75.6. Why is 
not the North alfo excluded ? it lignifies the hidden 

|15X* place *, and thereby would teach, that allpromotions,
comforts, bleffings doe come from the hidden place, 
the invifible hand of God sblefling, and providence.

Seft
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Scft. 3.

A Caution not to reft on the works.

y Afily, I clofe this point with this cautionary word, 3* 
JLi Grant it, and fuppofe that God honour you thus, to 
be the noble inftruments to eftablifhhis worfhip in the 
puritie,the peace,and liberties ofour land, & to do all o- 
ther things, for which the eyes of the Kingdom are upon 
you yet be advifed , get better grounds to ereft the 
hopes of your everlafting being upon. Not externall 
mercies,were they ten times more multiplied, but Jefus 
Chrift hath place there. Marke that notable place, Amos 
9.7, wherein God fharply charges the men of Ifraelj You 
are all as the children of TEthiopiaunto me, oh you fons 
of Ifrael,! put no difference between you,and themjNo, 
faythey; (fortheir reply is fecretly implyed ) thou haft 
Ihowne thy love unto us feveral waies,thou haft wrought 
a great deliverance in our Land, thou broughtft us from 
Egypt; What ? is that all you have to plead? I confefle, 
I did bring the children oflfrael from Egypt,but(marke 
it) Sol did the Philiftines from Caphthor, and the Syri
ans from Kir. They therefore may plead anintereftin 
me, as well as you, for oft all outward things come alike 
to all-, I would not have you ereft your hopes of eternall 
life upon this, becaufe God hath made you inftruments 
of good, for though it be an honour, a mercy, yet but a 
common mercy: and againe, I would not have you caft 
away your confidence, for in due time you fhall reap, if 
you faint not, the fruition of the defired condition is 
not yet gained 5 Seeke it therefore ftill, purfue it ftill■ 
though two harvefts be paft, two fummers ended, ere 
the third come, we may be faved.

This is the fir ft point*

T -- ------
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Chap. VI. 
The [econd point.

■E come to the view of the' words in their fe- 
cond capacitie, as they are a complaint for 
advantages paft, and loft ;and in thisaccep- 
tion they carry this fenfe.

TakingTummer, and harveft, for times ofadvantage; 
The plea of the Church of the Jews,whether to God,or 
to her own Governours, runs thus. You haveexcufed 
the delay of our help from feverall lets, and transfer the 
reafon thereof upon the want of opportunitie. W henwe 
cry out of Scarcitie, becaufe there is no bread in the Ci
tie, you incourageus with the approach of harveft 5 It is 
true, there is yet no food, but if harveft were come, you 
fhouldallbefed: and when we exprefieour feares, and 
doubts, that friends faile, andweftiallnotbereleeved, 
you lay the blame upon the unfeafonableneffe of the 
yeare, thefoulenefle of the way,and the like. Butifthe 
ipring of action were here, and the fummer had once 
made the wayes paflable , your delivery would not be 
farre,allcaufe of complaint would be taken awjy.Surely, 
replyes the Church; I doubt thefe are bur vaine words, 
and therefore miferable comforts ■ for The Harveft is 
paft,and the Summer ended,and we are not faved.

Taking Harveft, and Summer for times of impedi
ments, (all comes to one end ) When we cry, and call 
for help, and tell you, that our eyes even faile with look
ing for our delivery, and yet we fee no fign,refuge failes, 
none regards our forrow , orour diftrelle, youadvifeus 
to be content, to waite a while, and we fhall yet have 
caufeto praifehim, whois our deliverer, and our God; 
for Hirveft is abufie time, men cannot be fparedfor 
thewarres, Summer is a feafon, wherein all provide for
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themfelves, which being paft, falvationrnd hclpe will 
be at your doores. Were this true, itwerefomctbing, 
but we fee andfeele the contrary; for, The Harvef it 
paf and the Summer ended, and me are not faved.

Take the words either way, that which we hence 
colled:, and to you propound,is this.

Times of advantage for a Lands delivery, flipped by Doctrine 
the inftruments of a Lands delivery, are juft Grounds of . 
complaint, and lamentation.

The point is feafbnable , concernes many, I would 
therefore prefleit in three Obfervations.

Sed. i. The care to have advantages.
Z^Bferve firft the great care, and vigilancy, that is ufed s°
y^inthemanagingofallaffaires,to get,and to improve 
advantages for their own benefit,both by the good, and 
bad continually. _

Good men out of their publique fpirit, and love to s.’ 
the people, or out of their wifdome for falvation, and 
love to their ownefoules, according as the occafions 
were, have done their beft.

i. To get a faire advantage,that might beft help for
ward their end. The ruine of Jerufalem, and the burn
ing of the Citie was brought to T^ehtmtab in the moneth 
Chifleu, which was the ninth moneth, Neb. i. j. and 
fuddenly his heart was affeded, and he refolved upon 
doing fomething for the Houfe of God, and caufe of 
his people; yet he fate ftill three moneths after, before 
he fomuch as petitioned for libertie to goe, tillNiLn 
the firft moneth, C/^.2. i. Becaufethe moneth Nifan 
was his moneth of waiting,and fo gave him many a faire 
opportunitie, tofpeakewiththe King.

2. To improve an advantage gotten:So the woman of 2. 
Samaria cafually comming into Chrifts company, and 
atlaftperceiving what he was, gladly layesholdonthe joh.-.
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offer; Sir (faith (he) I perceive you are a Prophet, I 
have a doubt in confcience hath long troubled me, you 
I am Cure can refolveme, it is about the place of Gods 
worfhip ; ourfathers fay, we ought to worlhip in this 
mountaine,you fay at Jerufalem, I am in doubt between 
two, What rhinke you ? Thus fhe improved an oppor- 

Itunitie. So Davids men, i Sam. 24. y. with what glad- 
neffe did they apprehend and receive an advantage over 
Saul> Behold the day: and with what eagerneife did they 
advife Davidto lay hold thereon, enforcing their per- 
fwafion from God,and his promife? thus they would not 
lofean opportunitie.

Bad, and wicked men have not been leffe wife in 
their generation this way, then the children of light.

1. Togetfuch: Haman having no other wayes of ob- 
ferving advantagious times, caftlots a whole yeere to
gether to finde the fitteff

2. To improve them, though to their own fhame: as 
lofephs Miftris, Gen. 39. 11. finding lofeph alone about 
his affaires, fhe tooke hold of the opportunitie; Her 
husband was not at home; The fervants were all abroad; 
Ziyty^wasalone 5 Here was a time for a wicked wit, and 
a wide confcience to fhew themfelves for a raging luft, 
andanimpudentfacetolayholdon. And thereafonof 
allis', becaufe want of advantagious opportunities may 
hinderthe a&iug of anyddigne, flop the performance 
of any purpofe. The Pbilippians had free hearts, and 
ready minds to behelpfull to Pauls neceflities,which he 
acknowledgeth with joy, though probably they did no
thing, for they wanted opportunitic, Phil. 4.10. Woe, 
faith the Prophet, to thofe that devife mifchiefe, and 
worke evil on their beds? Why,they aft nothing. True, 
but in the morning light they doe; When it is in their 
power of their hands, the darkneife of the night hin
ders, but with the firft opportuaitie they aft, what be-



fore they plotted•, every thing in his time, the night for 
deviling, the day for executing •, Itidai upon the receipt 
of money did not prefently betray his Matter, but from 
that day he fought opportunitie to doe it.

Sedt. 2.
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The judgement of the Scripture.

OBferve fecondly, What a ftampe and Character of 2<>
honour, and difgrace the holy Ghoft puts upon 

fuch asufe, or not ufe opportunities offered.
Firft, of refpettt, and honour both on perfons, and 

things,
Firft, on perfons, that have been wife to ufe fuch op- • 

portunities. The tonnes of Ijfachar ftand renowned with 
this Eulogy, They skilfully knew the times,what ifrael 
ought to doe, i Chron 12. 32. hisCounfellors
are called wife men, becaufe they knew the times, Eflher 
1.13.Well may he have the reputation ofa valiant man, 
but not the efteemeof a wife Governour, that knowes 
nothowtoget, and how to improve advantages to the 
beft: A wife heart knowes both time, and judgement 5 
thatis, is judicious to know the times, fortoeverypur- 
pofe there is a'time, and judgements that is, a fit time, 
and feafonable, to the difcovery & improving ofwhich, 
judgement and wifedome is required •, and for the want 
ofwhich, the evillofman is great upon him,^/?/. 8.f, 
6. Miferies may continue bitter, and fharpe upon a peo
ple, becaufe theinftruments ofits good are not judicious 
to know, and make ufe of the times thereof.

Secondly, to things, or actions done in their featon, 
they are ripe fruit, and feafonable, brought forth in due ’"IB 
time j If the children of Ifrnel would offer a facrifice ac
ceptable, that fhould be a fweet favour ofreft to God, 
they muft offer it in his due featon, 28. 2. to wit, 
the burnt offering of the Sabbath, in his Sabbath, v. 10. n-ttrias.

fonr.es
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and the burnt offering of the moneth, in his moneth, 
v. 14. for every thing is beautifull in his time.

Secondly, ofdifrefpedt, and fcorne on the contrary, 
where this wifedome, and judgement wants.

Firft,for the perfons, folly is with them ; put an ad
vantage in the hand ofhim, that hath not a heart wifely 
to ufe it5 and it is but a price in the hand of a foole, 
Prov. 17.16.

Secondly, for things done ont of their time, they are 
bur as leroboams feafts, the fieftions of his owne heart, 
1 King. 12. ult. Thefe are not feafons found out, bur 
made, & therefore the author feldome profpers in them,

Sedt. 3. The Confequent of the Ioffe.
3. ^^Bferve, what ill confequent followes upon the lofle 

^-^of fuch advantages5 Ahab can tell you to his co ft, 
Becaufethott haft let goe out of thy hand, a man whom I ap
pointed to die, thy life [ball goe for his life, and. thy peoplefor 
his people, 1 King.20.42. Advantages lofton the one fide 
are ufually gathered up by the other, andpoflibly there
by a /word may be put into the hand ofour adverfary to 
our owne ruine. And no leffe Ioffe attends upon actions 

Hidoty of done difad vantagionfly: The Indulgences of Leo were 
°f not as fome former, yet had a worfe effedt then 

any.-and my Author gives the reafbn;occafions arife ma
ny times ab’e to produce notable effects, yet come to 
nothing for want offit agents: yea, iris neceffaryfor the 
effecting of any thing, that the time come, in which it 
may pleafe God to correct the errors ofmem even good 
things out of time lofe of their goodneffe; unfeafonable 
comforts are no comforts, but aggravations offorrow. 
This way lookes that lamentation of the difconfolate 
mother, Lam. 2.12. when her children fainted in the 
ftreets ofthe Citie: They laid, that is, it wasfaid by by- 
ftanders,fbme cold their mothers,where corn and Wine



was, where they might get food for their little ones, 
when they fainted in the corners of the ftreet, and porz- 
red out theirfoulinto their mothers bofome-,they came 
too late, when the childe was paft eating, then they 
brought newes of bread, for fo I take the words, and not 
as ufually, they faid, that is, the children faid and cryed 
for bread ■, for how could they cry when they fainted,or 
aske for victuals, when they were dying? this complaint 
is notfet forth by the childrens crying,but by the over- 
late and unfeafonablctydings ofrefrelhment^the oppor
tunitie was paft,and therefore the childe not lived.

Chap. VII.

The Vfes.
liesnot within my fpheare, to recapitulate 

either times, or men, that have beene, that 
have flipped advantages for our good: Nei
ther would you deeme it very feafonable,to

’ light my candle in the Sun-lhine5that is the 
work of an Hiftorian, not Divine: If any that have been, 
advanced to be Agents for the Lands delivery, have ei
ther negleded advantages offered, or have made the 
greatworkeofthefe timesdifadvantagious, or difficult 
through their folly, feare, orfalfhood x let fuch know, 
they have confu’ted fhame to their owne felves, and 
houfes 5 neither doe they incur the one halfe of that ig- 
nominie for the prefent,wherewith pofteritie (ball brand 
them in ftory. And they may be abafhed at the fame con
ceit, that once troubled the vitious Emperour Tiberius, 
faying, That he did already * fmartingly feele the dif- * S entire foQt 
gracefullreproches,that pofterity would call:upon him. t<aa 
For can the children fpeake well of fuch,that have Hain- 
ed their name, and made difgracefull the very iiluing 
from fuch a fto eke ? but my bufinefie isconlcience, not



credit, and in this place I canonely fighout, what we all 
feeler The Harveft is pafe,the Summer is ended, and weave 
not feved.

Let me therefore runne to a clofe in two words, the 
one fpoken to thofe,who are the Inftrumentsofa Lands 
delivery^ the other to all, my felfe,and others.

Sedt, i. To the Infer aments.,
f7^0 thofe (if any fuch be prefent, and fuch there be) 
a who arein publique imployment, to whofe hands 

the publique fafetie is, or may be trufted 5 whether by 
counlell, or adtion, byadvife, or armesto advance the 
fecuritie, to prevent the difturbance of our Land, and 
Church: Give, I fay, I pray, give no occafion to fuch a 
complaint; let none for your fakes lay, theHarveftis 
paft, and we are not victualed • the Summer is ended, 
and our peace is not fettled. You are called, and railed 
to be the Troths of our age, the T^aamans of our King- 
dome-,be you therfore refpedtively anfwerable to botb»

Firlt, to 2^ji/7;Helpe the Lord, and comfort his peo
ple.- Comfort them,Firft, in theirendevom-s -you know, 
what theirhand is upon, advance it allyou can $ downe 
with thofe flops and hinderers of our motion topuritie, 
and peace: up with oil things that may helpe it on: If an 
Army will doe it, let an Army goe on; if an Ordinance 
willdoe it, let an Ordinance paife; if a Covenant be the 
meane, let that be entered into •, ifan Oath, let that be 
fworne. Throw away the rubs, out with the Lords ene
mies, and the Lands; vexe the Midianit^  s; abolilh the 
Jmakhites, elk they will vexe you with their Wiles, as 
they have done heretofore. Let Popery finde no favour, 
becaufeit is treafonable; Prelacy as little, becaufe it is 
tyrannicall: but eftablifh God,his Truth,and waies.

Secondly,againft their prefiures;you know what hand 
is upon them, or hath been; eafe them, that they may

onelyfighoi.it


take their advantages j and here let us note:
Firft, one of the greateft difadvantages, that ever 

God and his caufe met with in this, or any Kingdomes; 
it is that wing of abomination making defolate,fpoken 
ofby Daniel^he wicked fpirituall Courts under the Pre- 
htes,and their Officers: Compofed of the bafeft of mem 
medlingwith the bafeft of things; aiming at the bafeft 
ofends : A man here was famous, according as he was 
more able, or a drive to lift up an axe againft the fervanrs 
of God in the Land; for our Minifters, fuch I meane, as
are men of parts and piety, this Court hath driven away 
fome, filenced others, difturbed all: Say the fame of c- 
thers: This upheld an ignorant, and idle Clergie, aPo- 
pifh and fuperftitious people : the Agents herein are 
they, that lived of thefinnesof the people, and made 
themfelves merry with the abominations of the time; 
vitious in their lives, extravagant intheir lufts,injurious 
intheirplaces, luxurious till their deaths. Thefe loft us 
our advantages,difturbed our Kingdome,madea breach 
in our peace, fet two Kingdomes together by the cares, 
and that for the worft of caufes; a Tippet fquffle, or a 
Surplice brabble, as one wellcald it: Thefe fons of Zer- 
viih have beene too hard for us heretofore; but thou 
art a wife and great Aflembly, thou (halt not fufferthem 
therefore to continue; but utterly thou (halt aboliffi this 
Amalek from under heaven.

Secondly,one ofthe greateft wonders of providence, 
that I have met with almoft in any ftory; not fo much in 
the ruine of this Antichriftiau crew and Corporation of 
Impoftors; thiswicked,and moftcruell government of 
the Prelacy, for downe they muft; for in this ourhope- 
full reformation, and expectation of a comfortable con
dition,that of loel muft be accomplifhed upon the whole 
frame of this bloody, and proud building, whichat the 
end of his Prophecie, he fpake of £^w,and Egypt: when
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the whole Land rejoyces, they muft be defolate and 
mourne for their violence againft their brethren, the 
fonnes, and feed ofthe bleiled ofthe Lord.Under them 
the poore could have no reft, fuch advantages, Harvefts 
and Summers have theybeenetothePapifts, fuchfhel- 
ters to the prophane,idle, and perfecuting Miniftery of 
the Land, that itproclaimesthemnotto havebeeneof 
Gods planting •, and every plant, that our heavenly Fa
ther hath not planted, (hall be plucked up. For no doubt 
it cannot be a calling approved of God, the ordinary 
bitter and accurfed fruits whereof were the many drops 
ofblood drawn from many of Gods people, which now 
no doubt, doe callfor vengeance upon that generation; 
asoneof their ownefpeakes of another, and better bu- 

* Bd:ba>iq.af finefle * . Not fo much in this their ruiue, doth this 
Covaunt. worke of wifedome fhine, as in the manner of it •, for as

' God is known by all the judgements that he executeth,
fo chiefly when the wicked is fnaredinthe workeofhis 
owne hands: In this prefent cafe, how their table is be
come their fnare, and that which they projected for 
their welfare, is become their trap •, isfeeneonallfides, 
by all eyes : A whole volume might be filled with par
ticulars of Gods providentiallads this way lately. How 
they have ftriven to uphold their tottering Tyranny we 
know; their laft, andgreateft refuge was by an Oath to 
oblige all to make their ftanding immovable : Wherein 
being oppofed, ever fince that time they havebeene 
fetling; but neither Remonftranccs, Petitions, Votes, 
Bils, or any thing could wholly effedt their abolition ; 
and we are now come co their maine hopes, even affo- 
ciatingalltheKingdomes by an Oath to their extirpa
tion : By an Oath, they had hoped, their houfes fhould 
have continued for.ever: And by an Oath, we hope, 
their place (hall be no more found: Thus God meafures 
out unto them their defignes in a proportion into their

owne



before the Honorable Houf? of Commons. ^7

owne bofome. Thefe are our Lands difadvantages,that 
have loft it both the Harvefts, and Summers of oppor
tunities : Let thofe of you, into whofe bands thefword 
of Courage, and A&ionis put 5 eafeit, and in it, us all; 
Oh that you could helpe us. Doe your beft, lofe not the 
feafon; give no occafion for this Complaint to any.

To incourage you,remember, you have the example 1.
of God himfelf, commiferating, commanding, deliver
ing, detefting; He fees the troubles of his people,and his 
bowels are moved at it. I have feen,I have feen the evils 
my people fuffer in Egypt, and in their affluftion I am af- 
ftidted. He beholds die warfare of his Church,and com
mands, that it befweetned. Comfort ye, comfort ye my 
people, faith your God , fpeakc comfortably to Jerusa
lem, Ifa. 5-8.1. He obferves their own weaknefl'e to help 
themlelves, and his own arme brings deliverance unto 
them. I removed his flioulder fromtheyoke, andbis 
hands from the fiery furnace, Pfal. 81.6. He marks the 
mercilefnefle of their task-mafters, and his foul loathes 
them; I am wonderfully difpleafed with the Heathen 
that are at eafe,for I was but a little angry,and they help
ed forward the affliction, Zech. 1. ry. Having fuchan ex
ample before our eyes, Go you, and doe Iikewife;That 
in this day of, lacobs troubles he maybe favedoutof it? 
Let it never be faid, that God put the men of ourmife- 
ry into your hands, and you let them goe; Let neither 
palled deferts, nor prefent dependancy, take from us 
thofe whom God hath defigned, and their own demerits 
have brought to deferved cenfure.

To intimatea caution. Two things caufethis com- 2. 
plaint, and give the occafion to this out-cry, they lofe 
Harvefts and Summers, and minde not their maine 
worke, our deliverance.

Firft, SluggifhneAe. The people that know the Lord • • • W • • r* • » —■ • • • « » < f , • fl
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endeavouring, they will watch for opportunities, and
lay hold on them-, The bird that is alwayes hopping
from bough to bough, is fafe from the Gunners eye; an
adivefpirit hath a right toablefling; Curled is hethat
doth the worke of the Lord negligently; The enemy
deftroyes a kingdome by doing , and a friend by not do
ing. He that is dull, and floathfull in his worke, isbro-
ther to him, thatis amafter of mifchiefe, as the He
brew hath it, Prw. 18.9. for the one, as well as the other,
confumes his own meanes,Men,Countrey,Flefh,Ecclef
4. j. Toftretch themfelves on their beds, ismadeone
of the captivating fins of a Land, .Ainos 6.4. David re
maining idle at home was infnared with vanitie. He rofe
from his bed, faith the text, 2 Sam.11.2. And when Iflj-
bofheth was unhappily llaine by two vile varlets, the holy
Ghoftnotesitinhim, asanunfeafonablead; Ijbbofbeth
lay on his bed at noone. All our talents are committed
to usforimployment, which if we negled, it is no mar-
veil, though Harveftspafle, and Summers end, and we
not faved.

SecondlyjFaithlefnefleJ confefie,this is your Crofle,
fo many inftruments proving faultie this way. That
judgement failed in the choice, I cannot fay that ex
pedition did in the iflue, lean: Had a faithfull heart
inthebreaft been anfwerableto a promifingfaceinthe
(hew, inall byyouimployed, neither had fome Towns
been,as now,governed-,nor lome counties been,as now,
fpoiled nor fome battels been, as then, incompleate: ,
Nay, nor perhaps, this remaining difturbance been, as
this day, unfinilhed; but it is not fo, and it is not fo, be-
caufe there were fome that deale wickedly with the’Co
venant, and thefe were, and will be corrupted with flat
teries. Well, If thefecaufe complaint, let then adL
on, and firmneffe, adde fuch life to our endeavours,fuch
courage to our followers, that ere another Harveft be
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paft, another Summer ended, we may be faved. This to 
the inftruments.

Sedf. 2. To all.
IT F opportunities flipped be matters of griefe, fetyour 

hand to the worke, whileftitis dayThe night com- 
rneth, when no man can work. You look up to God,and 
you do well; you wreftlewith heaven in prayers, and 
teares, and that is commendable-,yet know’God blefleth 
us in all we put our hand to.

Take heed therefore.
r. Neither let prayers make us flack our endeavours. 

2. Nor endeavours make us cold in prayers. 3. But let 
both goe together.

1 Not the firft-, Ordinarily, our endeavours are a 
conducing help to our ends-, It (hall be well with the Ifa.^ 
righteous, for the fruit of their hands (hall be given 
them. There is a double fruit mentioned by this Pro
phet, the fruit of the lips, the fruit of our hands 5 That 
brings peace, this brings good, both advance the work. 
It was worthily faid of Philo in a day of trouble; It be
comes us, whom the Emperor hateth, tobecouragious: 
for it then is fit for God to help, when all humane fuc- 
cours faile.

2. Not thefecond. Alwayes Gods bleffing is an ingre
dient to fuccefl ’e; Hethat onely obferves the wind and 
clouds, and lookes no higher , fball neither fow, nor 
reape; for the bleffing of the Almightiemakethrich. 
Letus (land upon our watch , left even the prayingpeo
ple be here infnared ; Obfervableis that complaint of , 
the Church, Cant.$.7. The keepers of the walstooke a- ^27^31^ 
way my veile 5 my prevalency , asthe word may intend: jU(]a,yCt 
when I perceived thewals of the Citie fortified, man’d, ru[cs wjth ’ 
kept, Igrew fecure, I laid afide my veile, myprayingde- God. 
fence,. as needlefle.. ' Hofiuiu



70 Sennonpreached at the late F aft

3. For indeed both muft go along, but each in their 
order. The fword of the Lord, and of Gideon, was the 
watchword once of the Lords army ; And Davids pray- 

WON* erteachethasmuch, Pp/.tf/.r. God be mercifull unto, 
not andbleffe us, ( here is his prayer) and caufe thy face to 

fhine* with us, fotheOriginall, that is, we endeavou
ring,labouring • and furely comfortable is the fruition of 
thaccondition, how long foeverpurfued, which isboth 
the fruit of ourlips, and hands. Let all then willingly 
offer themfelves to the worke of theLord , and let the 
hearts of all be towards all them, chat willingly offer 
themfelves thereto. This is the day which the Lord 
hath made: Now is the acceptable yeare. Seeke the 
Lord, while he may be found, call upon him, while he 
isneere. If the bridegroome be entered, thedoores 
will be locked, and then it is too late. That the worke 
may be done, let us watch for advantages, and take the 
opportunity,thatfo glory maydwelin our Land: Which 
if once effected, what may a man then anfwer the mef- 
fengerof the nations? I fa. 14. thelaft-r/er/^ If aftranger 
aske, what newes in England? what (hall be our return, 
what (ball we fay? What? why, the beft news that ever 
was, God hath eftablifhed Sion, and the poore of his 
people are confident in her; Oh, here is a change of 
late, religion is here fctled in purity, and peace ; here is 
a ground work laid to eredt the Kingdom of Jefus Chrift 
upon, that the gates of hell (hall never prevail againft it; 
God hath eftablifhed Sion, and as for his people, there is 
anew world with them. In times paft there was nothing 
feen or heard, but troubling,and perfecuting, citing, and 
cenfuring, fearing, and flying, binding, and branding, 
but now it is become a roome for Gods outcafts, a (bel
ter for his poore defpiled ones- Thus then (ball you fay 
to any meflenger, or traveller, that is defirous to know, 
how it fares with the Lords people among us; God hath 

efta^lilbfd
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eftablifhed Sion, and the poore of his people are fheltred 
there. And (beleeve me ) fuch expreffions were a farre 
more joyfull found, then any complaint, ormournfull 
report that the mirth of the Land were gone Such a 

one,as was this fight of Ifrael here in this Scripture: 
The Harveft is paft, the Summer it gone, 

and we are not flawed.

n m \ b n*

A Thankfgiving unto God taken out of 
the Forme of Prayer and Adminiftration of 
the Sacraments ufed in the Church of Scotland, after 
their Deliverance from the tyranny of the French
men, by the Englt/h : with prayers made for the con
tinuation of Peace between the Realtnes of .Ewg4Wand Scot
land. Printed at Edinburgh by Thomae Bajandins, e/inno 
Domini i $ 7 y.

, Lord, feeing that we enioy comfort both in bo
dy and fpirit by reef bn of this quietneffe of thy 
mercy granted unto its , after our moft def erate • 
troubles, in the Which We appeared utterly to have 
been overwhelmed; We praife and glorifie thy mer
cy andgoodnejfe,who pitioufy looked upon us When 
we in our felves were utterly confounded. B utfee

ing, 0 Lord, that to receive benefits at thy hands, and not to be thank: 
full for the fame, is nothing elfl but a feale againft ut in the day of 
ludgement- we moft humbly befeech thee to grant unto us hearts fa 
mindfull of the calamities paft, that we continually may feare to pro
voke thy iuftice to punifh us with the like or worfe plagues. Andfeeing 
that when we by our own power were altogether unable to have freed 
our felves from the tyranny of flrangers, and from the bondage and 

thraldo&e 



thraldome pretended againft its , thou of thine effeciall goodncfedtaft 
move the hearts of our neighbours ( of whom we had defervcd no fuch 
favour ) to take upon them the common burthenwith tu , and for our 
deliverance, not only to fend the lives of many, but alfo to hazard the 
efate and tran^uillitic of their Realise and (fommon-wealih, CJrant 
unto us, O Lord, that with fetch reverence we may remember thy bene
fits received, that after this, in our default, toe never enter into hoftili- 
tie againft the Realms and Nation of England. Suffer us never, O 

• Lord, to fall to that ingratitude anddeteftableunthankefulneffe, that 
we fhall feekethe deftruclion and death of thofe whom thou haft made 
inftruments to deliver us from the tyranny of mercileffe ftrangers. 
Diffipate thou the counfels of fuch as deceitfully travclltoflirrethe 
hearts of the Inhabitants of either Realme againft the other. Let their 
malicious practices be their own confufton, and grant thou of thy mercy 
that love, concord, andtranquillize may continue andencreafe amongft 
the Inhabitants of this lie, even to the camming of the Lord lefus 
Chrift , by whofe glorious Evangel thou of thy mercy do ft call us both 
to ttnitie,peace, and Chriftian concord. The full perfection whereof we 
fhall pofffe in thefulneffe of thy Kingdoms, when all offences fhall be 
removed, iniquitie fhall be fuppreffed, and thy chofen children be fully 
endued with that perfectglor^ , in the which now our Lord lefus reign- 
eth T0 whom With thee, ana the Holy Ghoft, be all honour, praife, and 
glory, now and ever. So be it.




