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Dr. V. Adrian

PRESIDENT ADRIAN
SHARES IN C.0.W.E.

C.0.W.E.—Consultation on World
Evangelism, which started in Lau-
sanne, Switzerland a few years ago,
has been a tremendous power for the
church’s missionary outreach around
the world. This past June, C.O.W.E.
met in Pattaya, Thailand, to share with
all the other countries of the world
their missionary obligations and op-

portunities. It-gave Dr. Adrian an op-

portunity not only to share in this
worldwide venture, but also to see
something of the work of Lord in
Southeast Asia, and the work of some
of our alumni. The following is Dr.
Adrian’s account of this momentous
occasion:

Thailand, rich in rice and cornfields,
beautifully green during the rainy sea-
son, is literally covered with golden,
shimmering Buddhist temples. Pat-
taya, Thailand became the place of
Consultation on World Evangelization,
June 16-27, 1980. About 800 dele-
gates from evangelical churches and
para-church agencies, representing
over 85 countries of the world, spent
two weeks in intense deliberations on
the theme “How Shall They Hear”.
Thailand itself being predominantly
Buddhist, being flanked on one side
by India’s teeming population, and on
the other by China’s one billion peo-
ple, symbolized the challenge of the
unevangelized in the world—approxi-
mately three billion people!

C.O.W.E. was structured around 17
mini-consultation groups seeking to
answer the question “how?” There
was a call for prayer; for dependence
upon the Holy Spirit and for a procla-
mation of the true Gospel of Jesus
Christ. But beyond this general call,
the backbone of C.O.W.E. consisted
of the mini-consultation which sought
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to be more specific in coming to grips
with evangelizing the unevangelized
in the world today.

The conference in general accepted
the approach of reaching the
unreached through people’s groups. A
people’s group is a fairly well-defined
homogeneous social unit in which all
members have some important
characteristics in common. The com-
mon bond may be geographical, eth-
nic, linguistic, educational, vocational
or economic. Not that some of the par-
ticipants at the consultation did not
have some problems with this ap-
proach because it tends, particularly in
the earlier stages, to develop homo-
geneous unit churches. There were
some who thought it would encourage
the caste or class system in their re-
spective countries. Nevertheless, the
study groups were set up in a way to
study in detail certain people groups in
the world and devising the best strate-
gies to reach them. Therefore, there
were many consultations on some of
the following: reaching the Hindus; the
Muslims; the secularized; the Marx-
ists; the nominal Christians, Protes-
tant, Orthodox and Roman Catholic.
There were also many consultations
on reaching the larger cities for Christ
and reaching the poor in our culture
for Christ.

C.O0.W.E. had come some distance
since the Lausanne Congress in 1974.
Gottfried Osei-Mensah, the Executive
Director of the Lausanne Continuation
Committee, in his opening address,
pointed out that the Lausanne spirit
had created excitement with respect
to what God is doing through His
church in many parts of the world.
Since 1974 there has been a signifi-
cant change in the attitude to world-
wide missions. There have been ap-
proximately 20 regional conferences
on evangelism in many parts of the
world. The decade of the 1980’s is
shaping up to be a decade of evange-
lism and missions.

Will C.O.W.E. play any significant
role in the continuing evangelical ef-
forts to evangelize the world? | believe
it will . . . because it has sought to look
at the hard facts of the challenge that
lies before us. The Lausanne Con-
gress hammered out a covenant
which continues to serve as a very
useful theological frame of reference
within which evangelicals can work to-
gether. Lausanne also forged an excit-
ing alliance of Western efforts of mis-
sions and third world countries in their

growing concern for cross cultural
evangelism. Since 1974 the number of
missionaries sent out by third world
country.- agencies has tripled from ap-
proximately 3,000 to 9,000. We wit-
ness today efforts such as the Chi-
nese Christian Consultation on world
evangelization, which is planning a
congress in 1981 and has set as its
goal the evangelization of Chinese in
all parts of the world. The consider-
able number of Chinese Christian
Bible Schools and Colleges in Hong
Kong, and the growing graduate
school of theology serve to confirm
and strengthen the vitality of the Chi-
nese outreach. There is also a cau-
tious, hopeful attitude among the
“China watchers” in Hong Kong. Men
like Jonathon Chao, Director of the
Chinese Research Centre, publishes
in-depth articles regularly on the situa-
tion in mainland China. The China Re-
search Centre Christian Communica-
tions, under the direction of Ted
Hsueh, publishes a regular prayer bul-
letin and gives information of the de-
velopment of the Christian church in
China.

C.O.W.E. was very much aware of
some of the recent changes in main-
land China. Its present population of
one billion people remains a challenge
for evangelical outreach. C.O.W.E.
had a specific mini consultation on
“reaching the Marxists”.

C.0.W.E. reconfirmed the priority of
evangelism, of the proclamation of the
Gospel. On this point the official Thai-
land statement includes the following:
“The Lausanne Covenant declares
that ‘in the church’s mission of sacrifi-
cial service evangelism is primary’
(paragraph 6). This is not to deny that
evangelism and social action are inte-
grally related, but rather to acknowl-
edge that of all the tragic needs of
human beings, none is greater than
their alienation from their Creator and
the terrible reality of eternal death of
those who refuse to repent and be-
lieve. If therefore, we do not commit
ourselves with urgency to the task of
evangelization, we are guilty of an in-
excusable lack of human compas-
sion.” The C.O.W.E. emphasis there-
fore differed rather sharply from the
World Council of Churches, which met
at Melbourne. The Melbourne confer-
ence had as its absorbing theme, the
liberation of the poor and oppressed
from economic, political and social op-
pression.

(Cont'd on page 18)



















































































