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EDITORIAL
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HOPE FOR THE UNEVANGELIZED
The Bible is unequivocally clear that, apart from saving faith in Christ, man is lost. 

Both the Jews, with the benefits of the oracles of God, and the Gentiles, surrounded by 
the imprints of God’s handiwork in creation and His gracious providence, fall short of the 
glory of God. Only the man or woman who has faith in Jesus is justified before God 
(Rom. 3).

Understanding the organic unity of the Scriptures is essential in understanding the ex- 
elusiveness of salvation in Christ. In the Old Testament, redemption in Christ was fore- 
shadowed; in the New Testament, it was decisively accomplished through the cross and 
resurrection of Christ. In the Scriptures, the religions of men and of nations are not re- 
garded as “foreshadowings” of Christ. Even though all men, being created in the image 
of God, seek after God, that search is also seen as a flight from the true God (Rom. 1).

The centrality of the Gospel of Christ in man’s salvation is abundantly underscored in 
the Scriptures. In Him alone is there hope for the unevangelized. He is the full and gra- 
cious provision for men, the concrete symbol of God’s love “who wants all men to be 
saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth” (1 Tim. 2:4).

The implications of these Biblical perspectives are far-reaching for you and me!
We are called to give priority to intercessory prayer: “I urge, then, first of all, that re- 

quests, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for everyone” (1 Tim. 2:1).
We are called to active participation in evangelization: “How then can they call on the 

one they have not believed in? And how can they believe in the one of whom they have 
not heard? And how can they hear without someone preaching to them?” (Rom. 10:14). 
Jesus the Lord said to His followers: “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations” 
(Matt. 28:19).

There is a sense of urgency suggested in the parables of our Lord. We are to be good 
stewards of the talents He has entrusted to us until He returns to call us to account 
(Matt. 25).

The proclamation of God's grace in Christ is a life and death issue! It calls us to whole- 
hearted commitment to our Lord and to His glorious purposes in our world. Both the 
gravity and depth of that commitment is expressed by Paul in the words, “therefore, I 
declare to you today that I am innocent of the blood of all men. For I have not hesitated to 
proclaim to you the whole will of God” (Acts 20:26-27).

There is also joy and beauty in the call to evangelize all men. Paul sees himself as a 
captive in Christ’s triumphant procession in the world, being to God the aroma of Christ 
among those who are being saved and those who are perishing (II Cor. 2). Of these sent, 
it is written: “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news” (Rom. 10:15).
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OBC & SCOTT THEOLOGICAL COLLEGE (KENYA)

We have recently entered into a unique partnership with our African brethren at S.T.C. with the specific pur- 

pose of bringing encouragement to Christian students and the church in Kenya.

At the present time Scott is unable to receive degree-granting rights from the country of Kenya.

For many years, some Scott graduates have come to OBC to complete their degrees. The process of obtain- 

ing student visas to Canada is labourious and expensive. Even though most of the Kenyan graduates who have 

studied with us have returned to effective ministry in the church in Kenya, dislocation (especially for prolonged 

periods of time) can have nonproductive effects.

We have arrived at this working relationship after several years of negotiation. Some exchange visits have 

been undertaken. Our Boards and faculties have strived diligently to work out acceptable criteria for faculty 

standards and the curriculum program.

Qualified Scott students may now complete all the required studies in Kenya. Based on the recommendation 

of the faculty of Scott Theological College and an examination of the academic and moral credentials by the 

OBC faculty, OBC degrees will be awarded to these Scott graduates. It is anticipated that faculty exchanges and 

student exchanges can suitably be arranged in the future.
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Africa is not a "newcomer" to mis- 
sions.

Our continent was in touch with 
Jesus Christ Himself, when Mary 
and Joseph were told, Arise and take 
the child and His mother and flee to 
Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; 
for Herod is going to search for the Child 
to destroy Him” (Matt. 2:15). And they 
lived in Africa . . . "until the death of 
Herod" (vs. 15). There is no reason 
why such keen and excited parents 
like Mary and Joseph would not 
share the greatest story with the peo- 
pie of their host country. So, the Af- 
ricans had their first exposure to the 
story of Jesus Christ at that time— 
and had it first hand!

Secondly, the African continent 
had the first "Missionary", who was 
himself an African. The story of this 
missionary is recorded for us in Acts 
8:27, when the Ethiopian eunuch was 
converted and baptized by Philip 
who "preached Jesus to Him" (Acts 
8:35). No doubt, when the eunuch 
got home (absolutely excited about 
his newly-found Saviour), he shared 
that message of "new life" with his 
people.

Thirdly, from our study of church 
history, the list of names of outstand- 
ing African Christians leaders is very 
long: Clement, Origen, Athanasus, 
St. Augustine, etc. etc., these are but 
a few examples. The African conti- 
nent had the light of the gospel long 
before Western countries did but, 
unfortunately, lost it and, conse- 
quently, countries like Great Britain 
and others had to send missionaries 
to Africa. Most missionaries were 
well received by Africans who ex- 
tended a warm hand of friendship to 
them, and nearly always gave them 
the very best of the little they had. 
The missionary, like any other guest, 
got the best hospitality that Africans 
could afford. This is still true today, 
as many missionaries working in 
Africa will testify. Dr. Manas Buthe- 
lezi of South Africa points out that 
when white missionaries came to 
Natal, during the time of Shaka, they 
were hospitably received by the black 
people who did not know anything 
about Christ and had every reason to 
reject the humanity of white people 
because they had not seen any white 
human beings before. They accepted 
them as human beings to such an ex- 
tent that they were prepared to allow 

their black girls to marry them. The 
classical case of this is the British 
hunter, John Dunn, who raised gen- 
erations of mulatto people in Zulu- 
land from the black wives he was al- 
lowed (by King Cetshwayo) to 
marry.

AN 
AFRICAN 

LOOKS AT 
MISSIONS

by 
Rev. Ebenezer Sikakane 

O.B.C. Faculty

Rev. Ebenezer Sikakane is the Chairman of 
the O.B.C. Missions Department. A na- 
tive of South Africa, he came to know 
Christ as Saviour through the witness of 
missionaries while attending the Evangeli- 
cal Teacher Training College in Vryheid, 
South Africa.

He holds a B.Th. from the University of 
South Africa, and a Th.M. from Fuller 
Theological Seminary.

Need For Missionaries
To date, we have had a tremen- 

dous number of men and women 
whom God has sent to our continent. 
He continues to send them, and very 
rightly so. We continue to welcome 
them in the name of the Lord. They 
will be welcomed as long as there are 
tribes who have not had a church 

planted in their own culture and as 
long as there are hungry souls who 
are without Christ in Africa. Mission- 
aries are welcomed today in spite of 
the fact that the world's fastest 
growth of the church is taking place 
in Africa. Estimates predict that there 
will be 350 million Christians in 
Africa by the year 2000. This growth 
makes it necessary for more mission- 
aries to come to Africa because such 
growth is attended by many needs, 
problems and challenges that call for 
the utilization of every gift that the 
Holy Spirit has given to His church 
worldwide. If there was ever a time 
to move into Africa, it is now while 
there is still a high level of recep- 
tivity. Some church growth special- 
ists believe that it is a sound principle 
to deploy more personnel to recep- 
tive areas where they will plant more 
churches and establish more be- 
lievers in their faith while the people 
are open.

But I think that such workers 
should also concentrate on training 
and working with African mission- 
aries and establishing African mis- 
sion boards. Africa is already sending 
out cross-cultural missionaries and 
the expertise and experience of those 
who bave been doing so for decades 
is invaluable. Bible Schools and Col- 
leges have foreign missionaries serv- 
ing with African workers, and I can 
see real value in involving mission- 
aries in genuine interaction and coor- 
dination among congregations, col- 
leges, mission boards, and 
para-church organizations. North 
American mission boards do not 
need to be copied by African mission 
boards, because we want a genuinely 
African mission board in Africa (even 
though the North American experi- 
ence would be very helpful). African 
mission boards do not need to start 
from scratch when the members of 
the body of Christ have the exper- 
tise.

In an interview in Horizons maga- 
zine, Edgar Bumhira of Zimbabwe 
indicated, and very rightly so, that 
missionaries should now give the op- 
portunity of evangelizing Africans to 
the Africans. But no missionary 
should be left wondering, as far as I 
can see, as to what his role should be 
in Africa. I do not believe that the Af- 
rican Christians are about to shout, 
"Missionary, go home", or call for a
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Sharing

warren w. wiersbe and 
Theodore H. Epp-״ 
now sharing the Bible 
teaching ministry of the 
Back to the Bible Broadcast.

Warren Wiersbe teaches 
the Word of God with 
simplicity and applies it 
with compassion. He is 
now assuming the major 
responsibility for Bible 
teaching, while Theodore 
Epp continues to ex- 
pound the Word of God, 
speaking directly to the 
hearts of individuals— 
just as he has for more 
than 40 years.
Together they look for- 
ward to further expan- 
sion of the ministries of 
Back to the Bible— 
missions, correspondence 
school, counseling, 
prayer ministries, writ- 
ing, producing and dis- 
tributing Christian litera- 
ture and ministries to 
pastors.
Write for your free radio lis- 
tening schedule and a free 
copy of The Wonderful 
Names of Jesus, by 
Warren W. Wiersbe (4903-3).

Backto the Bible 
Broadcast-ER 1

Box 82808
Lincoln, Nebraska 68501

 moratorium'. No, missionaries have׳
a real role to play in Africa, especially 
in the preparation of African mis- 
sionaries for a cross-cultural ministry 
among their own people as well as in 
other areas where they fit in.

A Changed Situation
Africa has changed a great deal 

during the past 20 years or so. 
Changes are still taking place. Mis- 
sionaries called to work in Africa 
today are working under conditions 
which are certainly different from 
those that existed even 10 years ago. 
Basically, these changes have re- 
suited from the decolonization of 
Africa and from her contact with the 
outside world. It is not an unusual 
occurrence any more to have a mis- 
sionary flying to an African capital in 
a jet piloted by an African; the visas 
are now issued by Africans. The thrill 
of controlling their own affairs is as 
real to the African church as it is to 
everyone else. In certain situations, 
this has created tensions between 
churches and missions. However, 
such tensions have always been 
solved in cooperation and under- 
standing by both parties. Obviously, 
this changed situation calls for 
changed minds, attitudes and ap- 
proaches. The "we-they" mentality 
must be discarded once and for all, 
and we are to see ourselves and 
others as servants whom Christ has 
sent into the world with the Good 
News.

Need for Sensitivity
The changes that I have mentioned 

make it very important for mission- 
aries working in Africa to be sensi- 
tive in many areas. The people in 
North America on the one hand, 
have a certain kind of "image" of an 
African. This image is passed on 
from generation to generation. The 
African, on the other hand, also has a 
certain kind of image of white peo- 
pie. The tarnished image that Afri- 
cans have of whites may not neces- 
sarily be based on the activities of 
missionaries but probably on white 
people in general, on the lingering 
evils of colonization, on unprovoked 
military conquests, and on the eco- 
nomic exploitation still prevalent in 
parts of Africa as well as in other de- 
veloping countries. Whereas the 
American, for instance, may come to 
understand himself from an early 

stage, as a leader of the world, the 
African now sees himself as giving 
leadership in his own continent.

The missionary has, therefore, to 
be prepared to have his "calling" ap- 
proved not only by the mission board 
at home but also by the African 
church abroad. Most African 
churches are looking for certain 
Spirit-anointed gifts and skills which 
they need from our Western brothers 
and sisters. Those gifts are tested and 
accepted as they are put into actual 
use. What is important is not so 
much the piece of paper stating that 
the missionary has a college bache- 
lor's or seminary master's degree. 
Rather, it is how he actually relates to 
people in love, and humility, and 
how sensitive he is to their feelings, 
values and culture. We are people- 
oriented and relating to people is 
very important to us.

The area of authority needs special 
sensitivity. It is very difficult for a 
church in Africa to be controlled by a 
foreign mission board thousands of 
miles away. (This presents problems 
not only to the church but also to the 
missionaries who are located there.) 
But, in this matter, I think that the 
Apostle Paul set an important exam- 
pie. He did not exercise control over 
the churches he founded. In fact, he 
refused to do so even when they 
were threatened with false teaching. 
He had tremendous trust and confi- 
dence in the local church and its lead- 
ership. He encouraged them to act 
according to the teaching of the Gos- 
pel. I believe that it is this kind of 
sensitivity that will result in a good 
relationship between the church and 
the mission as they seek to work to- 
gether.

If the local church does not take 
into account its local realities it may, 
under strong pressure from overseas, 
become "foreign" on its own soil and 
fail to communicate its message to 
the unbelieving neighbours. The 
church may have so much of the 
overseas controversies and attitudes 
toward certain things exported to 
them, that they cease to be authentic- 
ally African. Successful marriage be- 
tween church and mission does not 
necessarily mean fusion because that 
may result in one partner ceasing to 
exist as an individual. There needs to 
be respect for each other's personal- 
ity.
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Need to Listen and Learn
About four years ago, the vice- 

principal of a large high school in 
South Africa said something that my 
wife and I have never forgotten—not 
because it was new to us, but because 
somehow, it gripped us afresh and 
we have since seen, as never before, 
the truth of what he said to us. Talk- 
ing about white people in South 
Africa, he said to us that "the white 
man never listens to what a black person 
is saying. He keeps quiet and looks at you 
and you think that he is listening, but ac- 
tually he is not paying any attention".

Missionaries need to listen and 
learn from their hosts. Preconceived 
ideas about people and prejudg- 
ments on the values and culture are 
great hindrances. People need to be 
taken seriously and fully accepted. 
That does not mean that missionaries 
must compromise the message of the 
gospel just to accommodate the val- 
ues and culture of their hosts. It does 
mean that they are in a new situation 
with new, real people.

In order to succeed in listening and 
learning in the new culture, the mis- 
sionary needs to take a careful look at 
his own culture and values, and be 
able to identify things that are not 
part of the gospel. That will enable 
him to see that he cannot use his own 
culture as the criterion to judge his 
new culture—because that is ethno- 
centrism. He must see the validity, 
variety, uniqueness and sinfulness of 
every culture. Those Muslims who 
think that pornography is part of 
Christianity probably picked this up 
from incorrectly equating the Gospel 
with Western culture. In the Horizons 
interview, Bumhira continues, 
". . . where Christianity is viewed as 
Western imperialism, it is due to the fail- 
ure of missionaries to differentiate be- 
tween that which is part of their culture 
and that which is true Christianity."

Need for Adaptation
Like any other part of the world, 

there are things which are uniquely 
African, and missionaries have to be 
sensitive and adapt some of what 
seems to be purely African into their 
ministry. I noticed that there were 
many evangelistic teams springing 
up all over Africa, very enthusiastic 
to preach the gospel. These teams are 
put together by young people, by 
and large, and they minister mainly 
on weekends because most of the 

members work during the week. (I 
heard of and met several such teams 
when I was in Ghana.) This is some- 
thing that seems to lend itself very 
naturally to our Christian folk. Very 
often, efforts like these do not result 
in planting churches for, perhaps, 
two reasons: first, these enthusiastic 
young people have no experience in 
church planting and hesitate to link 
with missionaries because that may 
mean a "takeover"; second, mission- 
aries may see such enthusiasts as not 
"fitting" into the pattern and strategy 
of their activities. (Sometimes rigid 
adherence to past methods is not the 
best thing to do.) Christians should 
see themselves as friends and not 
foes. Any assistance offered by mis- 
sionaries—offered without any 
strings attached—should be accept- 
able. Enthusiasm of this nature needs 
the help of missionaries and can re- 
suit in strong churches being 
planted. Very often, our people are 
open to suggestions and assistance 
that will result in the growth of God's 
work.

At the 1971 annual missions con- 
ference of Knox Presbyterian 
Church, Toronto (The Challenges 
and Trends of Missions in the 
1970's), Dr. Douglas Percy quoted 
Dr. Peter Wagner as saying, "as na- 
tional church leaders come to maturity, 
inevitably they resent more and more the 
foreign influence of the missionary in the 
church. Behind the suggestion that mis- 
sionaries are to go home, there usually 
lies a situation where missionaries are too 
much involved with the internal affairs of 
a church which wants to handle its own 
internal affairs. To my knowledge, no na- 
tional leader has said, 'Missionary, go 
home' to a missionary who stays out on 
the 'growing edge' of the church where 
the lost are coming to Christ, gathering 
them together into churches, the 
churches seeking membership in the de- 
nomination, and the missionary sticking 
with his evangelistic ministry. Any na- 
tional church in the world would want 
more, not fewer of the type of missionary 
who year after year turns over to the 
church hundreds of new believers as the 
fruit of his evangelistic efforts ...". 
There is no doubt that we are (from 
all six continents) workers together 
with God and with one another. We 
need each other!

Another reality in Africa is that 
many lay people, having little or no 
formal training, do a lot of preaching

"REFORMATION
CANADA"

An evangelical, conservative, reformed 

quarterly, bringing historic Reformation 

into contemporary focus.

For your free sample copy, write:

REFORMATION CANADA,
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8 Hailey Court, 
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DIRECTO RECEIPT FORMS
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Write or phone for Free Samples: 
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CERTIFICATE 
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in churches. This is one of the 
"givens" in the church because it 
cannot afford to support full-time 
pastors. The utilization of lay people 
is important in the midst of the 
growth that we are experiencing. I 
see the area of Bible training being 
very important for the missionary 
going to Africa. Theological Educa- 
tion by Extension (TEE) has been 
used to great advantage in some 
areas of Africa. Missionaries have 
made meaningful and worthwhile 
contributions in this ministry. The 
July/August (1981) issue of Global Re- 
port, produced by the World Evan- 
gelical Fellowship, reports that 
"TEE" now functions in 26 African 
countries through 93 institutions 
with a student body of 20,974. Africa 
is followed closely by Latin America 
which reports 19 countries, 134 insti- 
tutions and 20,507 students. World- 
wide "TEE" enrollment in 77 coun- 
tries is 55,000 students, being taught 
in 80 languages. These figures repre- 
sent a 50% growth since the last sur- 
vey three years ago.

Need for Identification
No amount of rationalization will 

convince the African national why 
the missionary does not fully identify 
with him in what he sees as the situa- 
tion which has become priority to the 
African. I can give an illustration of 
this from South Africa, which I know 
best. Blacks see themselves as op- 
pressed by whites in that unfortunate 
society. Many missionaries do not 
feel free to talk about that situation 
because they will be "meddling" in 
the political affairs of their host 
country. However, while they do not 
like it, they unwillingly enjoy all the 
privileges that are unfairly given to 
whites in the country. Whites, in- 
eluding some missionaries, enjoy life 
in cities, free education for their chil- 
dren, free school books and school 
buses, first-class exclusive facilities 
for whites; preferential treatment at 
all levels—all these things I have per- 
sonally been denied because I am 
black. Some missionaries do not talk 
about the injustices they encounter in 
their host countries—not even when 
they return to their own countries on 
furlough. (Racial discrimination is 
precisely the reason why the black 
churches, and especially those re- 
lated to evangelical missions, are not 
growing in South Africa when the 

rest of the continent is enjoying un- 
precedented church growth.) To 
many blacks, that "silence" means 
approval of the oppressive system. 
South Africa needs the fervent 
prayers of God's people—that is the 
least we can ask for. We believe in 
the power of prayer. No one knows 
what is going to happen to us ten 
years from now. Many churches in 
North America which support some 
missionaries working in South Africa 
know very little about what apart- 
heid is and how it affects their min- 
istry. Apartheid is a major obstacle in 
the preaching of the Gospel. The 
need for identification with the op- 
pressed suffering peoples of South 
Africa is very obvious.

Need for Partnership
The task before us is extremely 

great and challenging. There is no 
single group that is able to meet this 
challenge. It is going to take all the 
members of the body of Christ and 
their God-given gifts to make an im- 
pact. Researchers and strategists tell 
us that we are going to need about 
200,000 missionaries by the year 200 
when there will be about 7 billion 
people and of those, 5.2 billion will 
be non-Christians. We will need to 
reach about 62 million people a year 
just to keep pace with the present 
rate of population growth to the year 
2000. Obviously, the church needs 
renewed dedication and commitment 
to the Lord, to His work, and to each 
other. Christians from both devel- 
oped and developing countries have 
to experience, in a new way, genuine 
unity in Christ for the purpose of 

bringing the outsiders to Jesus 
Christ. The geographical divisions 
that can be bridged, must be bridged. 
Our gifts must be combined to reach 
areas with unreached peoples. Viable 
strategies have to be formulated 
through more sharing and interac- 
tion of churches from developed and 
developing countries.

There are over 11,000 missionaries 
from developing countries who are 
today engaged in cross-cultural 
church planting. This is a delightful 
reality. It is obvious that the Spirit of 
God is at work, and we are to be flex- 
ible and sensitive to His leading. This 
means that God wants to send mis- 
sionaries from every tribe which has 
received the Gospel. We are to accept 
this and work within this situation.

CAM International Bulletin (Sum- 
mer 1981) has an article entitled, "A 
New Day Dawning", in which the 
author describes the phenomenon of 
Third World missions. He sees it as 
“a present day saga . . . unfolding before 
our eyes.” He sees many new things 
developing as Christians cooperate in 
facing their task of missions—Chris- 
tians from developed and developing 
countries. He sees new responses, 
new forms, new support patterns, 
and new partnerships. His conclud- 
ing paragraph states: “Missions of like 
precious faith from all the world to all 
the world must work in harmonious co- 
operation. A mosaic is made of many 
coloured pieces all fitting into a beautiful 
design. A symphony orchestra is com- 
posed of many musical instruments all 
playing in the same key under the same 
conductor. New faces and new forms, 
new communication patterns and new in- 
sights can only mean many new oppor- 
t unities for multiplication of witness."

May God help us to be open to the 
way the Holy Spirit is leading so that 
we shall be effective servants of 
Jesus, who are willing to adjust to 
new situations with His help, while 
we faithfully proclaim the whole 
counsel of God. ■

SERVICE

I cannot journey far across the 
earth to minister and tell of Jesus’ 
birth, but with the mission voices I 
can blend my own, in service here 
and gifts I send. . . . And if I have no 
strength or gifts to share, I can still 
serve through witness, love and 
prayer.
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A MODERN PARABLE ON 
MISSIONS

On a dangerous seacoast where 
shipwrecks often occur, there was 
once a crude little lifesaving station. 
The building was just a hut, and 
there was only one boat; but the few 
devoted members kept a constant 
watch over the sea, and with no 
thought for themselves went out day 
and night tirelessly searching for the 
lost. Many lives were saved by this 
wonderful little station, so it became 
famous. Some of those who were 
saved, and various others in the sur- 
rounding area, wanted to become as- 
sociated with the station and give of 
their time and money and effort for 
the support of its work. New boats 
were bought and crews trained. The 
little lifesaving station grew.

Some of the members of the life- 
saving station were unhappy that the 
building was so crude and poorly 
equipped. They felt a more comfort- 
able place should be provided. So 
they replaced the emergency cots 
and beds and put better furniture in 
the enlarged building. Now the life- 
saving station became a popular 
gathering place. It was used as a sort 
of a club. Fewer members were now 
interested in going to sea on lifesav- 
ing missions so they hired lifeboat 
crews to do this work. The lifesaving 

motifs still prevailed in the club's 
decorations, and there was a liturgi- 
cal lifeboat in the room where initia- 
tions were held.

About this time a large ship was 
wrecked off the coast, and the hired 
crews brought in loads of cold, wet, 
half-drowned people. They were 
dirty and sick and some of them had 
black skin and some had yellow skin. 
The beautiful club was considerably 
messed up. So the property commit- 
tee immediately had a shower house 
built outside the club where the vic- 
tims of shipwrecks could be cleaned 
up before coming inside.

At the next meeting there was a 
split in the club membership. Most of 
the members wanted to stop the 
club's lifesaving activities as being 
unpleasant and a hindrance to the 
normal social life of the club. Some 
members insisted upon lifesaving as 
their primary purpose and pointed 
out they were still called a lifesaving 
station. But they were finally voted 
down and told if they wanted to save 
the lives of various kinds of people 
who were shipwrecked in those 
waters, they could begin their own 
lifesaving station down the coast. 
They did.

As the years went by, the new sta- 
tion experienced the same changes 
that had occurred in the old. It 
evolved into a club, and yet another 
lifesaving station was founded. His- 
tory continued to repeat itself; and if 
you visit that coast today, you will 
find a number of exclusive clubs 
along the shore. Shipwrecks are fre- 
quent in those waters, but most of 
the people drown. ■

Author Unknown

THE JOY OF SOUL-WINNING
"Even if I were utterly selfish and 

had no care for anything but my own 
happiness, I would choose if I might, 
under God, to be a soul-winner, for 
never did I know perfect overflowing, 
unutterable happiness of the purest 
and most enabling order till 1 first 
heard of one who had sought and 
found the Saviour through my means. 
No young mother ever so rejoiced over 
her first-born child, no warrior was so 
exultant over a hard-won victory.’’

Charles H. Spurgeon

JENNIFER'S 
GRADUATING

HONOUR
HER?

O Gideon 

Dims 

OF COURSE!

Now it's easy for you to place and 
distribute God’s Word in overseas 
lands and at the same time honour 
friends and loved ones on a special 
occasion.

Here's how:

• Help yourself to an In Honour card 
from the Church Display Rack now 
In many churches. Instructions are 
included with the card.

• Contact local Gideons under 
"Gideon Bibles" in your telephone 
directory, or

• Complete the coupon below and 
mail it to The Gideons at the 
address shown.

I want to place ____  Gideon Bibles
at a cost of 6 for $10.00 in overseas 
lands in honour of

Name

Address

City Province Code

on the occasion of

Birthday, Graduation. Anniversary, etc.

My name and address is

Name

Address

City Province Code

□ My cheque is enclosed

□ Please send me a donation notice 
and I will mail cheque.

The Gideons International In Canada
501 Imperial Road, 

Guelph. Ontario N1H 7A2
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SALVATION

This is the fifth in a series of six articles expounding the OBC/OTS 
Doctrinal Statement. Previous articles were:
1. Our Commitment: Scripture—Dec. 1980, p. 16.
2. The Doctrine of the Trinity—Mar. 1981, p. 16.
3. Our Lord Jesus Christ—June, 1981, p. 17.
4. Good News About Man—Dec. 1981, p. 8.
5. SALVATION:

We believe that God in His mercy and grace saves all who repent of 
their sins and trust in Jesus Christ, justifying them through faith in the 
Saviour and giving them new life by the Holy Spirit. God further wills 
that all such should grow in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and 
Saviour, Jesus Christ. True believers are kept by the power of God, so 
that none is lost; but the idea that this secure position in Christ entitles 
one to sin with impunity is false and pernicious.
Eph. 1:3-14; Eph. 2:4-10; Titus 3:4-7; Acts 2:28; Acts 16:31; Rom. 3:22; 
Rom. 4:5; Rom. 5:1; John 3:3, 16, 36; John 5:24; 2 Pet. 3:18; John 17:17; 
2 Cor. 3:18; John 6:37-40; John 10:28, 29; John 17:12; Rom. 5:9, 10; Rom. 
8:1, 30, 38, 39; Phil. 1:6; 1 Peter 1:4, 5; 1 John 2:19; Rom. 6:1; Col. 1:23; 
Heb. 3:14; John 15:6; 1 John 3:4-10

1 he first promise of salvation in the 
Bible is Genesis 3:15, and it sets the 
pattern for later revelation on this 
subject. After our first parents 
sinned, the Lord came with a prom- 
ise of deliverance and a Promised De- 
liverer. The salvation announced in 
Genesis 3:15 concerned a seed who 
would administer a crushing blow to 
the head of the serpent. Later, the 
promise to Abraham was made, "in 
you and in your seed shall all nations 
of the earth be blessed." Paul makes 
it clear in Galatians 3:16 and Romans 
16:20 that the seed of the woman was 
Jesus Christ. The truth veiled in the 
promise to our first parents was un- 
veiled by the time of the prophet 
Isaiah. To him, it was revealed that 
the One to come, the Messiah, would 
suffer and die. His soul would be 
made an offering for sin (Isaiah 
53:10): "God's righteous Servant will 
justify many for He will bear their in- 
iquities."

by
Dr. Donald Leggett 

O.T.S. Faculty

Two-Fold Emphasis
There is, in Genesis 3:15, a two- 

fold emphasis. First, there is the rev- 
elation of what God will do by the 
seed, Jesus Christ. He will defeat 
Satan, utterly triumphing over the 
powers and authorities and making a 
public spectacle of them (Col. 3:15) 
and ultimately destroy Satan himself 
(Rev. 20:10). But secondly, a saving 
work of God will be done within the 
believer, "I will put enmity between 
you and the woman, between your 
seed and her seed." This is a promise 
of the great reversal. It speaks of the 
work of God within the believer. 
Jeremiah's New Covenant promise 
(Jer. 31:31-34) speaks similarly of the 
work of God for us in salvation. "I 
will forgive their iniquities and re- 
member their sins no more" (v. 34) 
and the work of God within us re- 
directing our hearts to Him. "I will 
put my law within them and write it 
on their hearts" (v. 33). Sin caused
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our first parents to listen to Satan 
rather than to the Lord. Satan ma- 
ligned the character of God in the 
most direct kind of assault upon the 
truthfulness and integrity of God. 
"Now", says the Lord, "I am going 
to do a work within you so that you 
will no longer be hostile to me" 
(Rom. 8:7) "but rather your hostility, 
and your animosity will be channeled 
into a spiritual warfare against the 
enemy of your souls, Satan him- 
self."

A work of grace will be done 
within those designated as the seed 
of the woman to enable them to carry 
on a warfare with the Evil One. This 
enablement will include the desire to 
be linked with God, rather than the 
Devil and the power to overcome the 
Evil One. "The reason the Son of 
God appeared was to destroy the 
devil's work" (1 John 3:8). Salvation, 
conceived of both in terms of the 
work of Christ on the cross for us, 
and the ministry of the Holy Spirit 
within us (Acts 15:9) is the result of 
God's mercy and grace. "But when 
the kindness and love of God our Sa- 
viour appeared, He saved us not be- 
cause of the righteous things we had 
done but because of His mercy. He 
saved us through the washing of re- 
birth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, 
whom He poured out on us gen- 
erously through Jesus Christ our Sa- 
viour, so that, having been justified 
by His grace, we might become heirs 
having the hope of eternal life" (Titus 
3:4-7).

Faith
As grace is the source of our justifi- 

cation, faith is the instrumental cause 
(Rom. 5:1; Acts 15:9). The example of 
Abraham cited in the New Testament 
several times (Rom. 15:3; Gal. 3:6) is 
instructive in describing the nature of 
saving faith. Abraham's trust was 
personally directed to the Lord Him- 
self. "He believed in (upon) the 
Lord" (Gen. 15:6a). The content of 
what Abraham believed may be 
found in his faith-response to the 
specific promises, "The man will not 
be your heir, but a son coming from 
your own body will be your heir" 
(Gen. 15:4). Moreover, Abraham was 
told that his progeny would be as nu- 
merous as the stars and Abraham's 
trust was in the God who made that 
specific promise to him. Abraham's 
faith was not only a personal one in

the Lord Himself, but in the proposi- 
tional content revealed by the Lord to 
Abraham. Biblical faith involves re- 
sponse to specific revealed content. 
"Whoever believes that Jesus is the 
Christ, is born of God" (I John 5:1; 
Rom. 10:9; Acts 16:31; Jude 3). Be- 
cause it is the content of what is be- 
lieved which makes the difference 
between life and death, Paul says, 
"Even if we or an angel from heaven 
should preach a gospel other than 
the one we preached to you, let him 
be eternally condemned" (Gal. 1:8). 
The book of Hebrews assures us that 
what we are to believe can only be 
known by divine revelation and that 
true belief will not merely be known 
by what one says but by the appro- 
priate response of emotion and ac- 
tion to what one believes. "By faith, 
Noah when warned about things not 
yet seen, in holy fear built an ark to 
save his family. By his faith he con- 
demned the world and became heir 
of the righteousness that comes by 
faith" (Heb. 11:7). The saintly 
Matthew Henry said, "Faith first in- 
fluences our affections and then our 
actions." We are saved by faith 
alone, but faith which is alone does 
not save. The promises of God which 
Peter describes as very great and pre- 
cious are designed by God to enable 
us "to escape the corruption in the 
world caused by evil desires" (2 Peter 
1:4).

Sound Doctrine is 
Health-Producing

The doctrine of the Bible is called in 
the Pastoral Epistles "sound doc- 
trine" or doctrine "which is unto 
godliness" (Titus 1:1; I Tim. 1:10; 2 
Tim. 1:13, 4:3; Titus 1:9, 13, 2:1, 2). 
Sin is described as a state of sickness 
and death (Isa. 1:6). What the doc- 
trines of the Bible do when re- 
sponded to in salvation is to produce 
spiritually healthy and holy people. 
"Sound" doctrine is health-produc- 
ing doctrine (I Cor. 5:17). Are we still 
able to sing meaningfully the gospel 
song, "What a wonderful change has 
been wrought in my life since Jesus 
came into my heart"? Paul's preach- 
ing of the gospel "came not simply 
with words, but also with power, 
with the Holy Spirit and with deep 
conviction" (I Thess. 1:4; Rom. 1:16). 
The gospel as the power of God 
speaks of the mighty change 
wrought by the Holy Spirit in the 
lives of true believers. Paul received a 
commission from Jesus, "I am send- 
ing you to open their eyes and turn 
them from darkness to light, and 
from the power of Satan to God, so 
that they may receive forgiveness of 
sins and a place among those who 
are sanctified by faith in Me" (Acts 
26:18). The power of the Holy Spirit 
which, initially, operated within the 
cold, dead and unresponsive heart of 
the sinner enabling him to repent of 
sin and turn to God, continues to be 
with him throughout his life. Paul is 
confident that "He that began the 
work in you will perform it until the 
day of Christ Jesus" (Phil. 1:6). Peter 
reminds the believer that he has "an 
inheritance that can never perish, 
spoil or fade kept in heaven for you, 
who through faith are shielded by 
God's power until the coming of the 
salvation that is ready to be revealed 
in the last time" (I Peter 1:4, 5).

Eternal Security
The parable of the sower reminds 

us of the sobering fact that there is 
sometimes a difference between a 
profession of faith and the true pos- 
session of faith (Matt. 13:21). Jesus 
made it clear that "not everyone who 
says to me, 'Lord, Lord׳, will enter 
the Kingdom of Heaven, but only he 
who does the will of My Father who 
is in Heaven" (Matt. 7:21). There has 
been an insufficient recognition of 
this aspect of Biblical truth. James 
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talks about a kind of false faith which 
makes no significant difference in the 
way a person lives (James 2:14-24). 
Paul said that he believed that 
Timothy possessed a non-counterfeit 
faith (2 Tim. 1:5) implying that there 
is such a thing as false faith.

Objections have been raised 
against the doctrine of the eternal se- 
curity of the believer on the grounds 
that such teaching leads to indif- 
ference in the way a person lives. 
This is an understandable objection 
given the way the doctrine is handled 
by those who omit the equally Bibli- 
cal doctrine of the perseverance of 
the saints. But as Charles Hodge 
noted, "the orthodox doctrine does 
not affirm certainty of salvation be- 
cause we have once believed, but cer- 
tainty of perseverance in holiness if we 
have truly believed. Such persever- 
ance in holiness, therefore, in oppo- 
sition to all weakness and tempta- 
tions, is the only sure evidence of the 
genuineness of past experience. It 
also validates our confidence as to 
the future salvation and surely such 
an assurance of certainty cannot en- 
courage either carelessness or immo- 
rality."

Consolation and Admonition
The security of the believer is in- 

separable from his continuance in the 
faith (Matt. 10:22). Salvation is pic- 
tured in terms of finishing a race 
(Heb. 12:1). In addition to preaching 
the message of the gospel, Paul's 
ministry was also one of preaching 
and exhortation to encourage be- 
lievers to continue in the faith (Acts 
14:22). One finds in the Word of God 
a dual strand of thought. There is a 
word of consolation to the believer, 
assuring him that God is holding on 
to him (John 10:28, 29). There are, 
however, warnings coupled with ad- 
monitions to cleave to the Lord (Acts 
11:23). In a world in which Satan is 
powerful and wily, the flesh corrupt, 
and the allurements of the world so 
attractive, it is necessary "to give all 
diligence to make our calling and 
election sure" (2 Peter 1:10). Paul si- 
multaneously admonishes and con- 
soles the people of God. To ignore 
either of these emphases is to fall into 
confusion. If we take admonition 
alone, we are hopelessly condemned 
to doubt the final outcome. If we take 
consolation alone, we are bound to 
have a piece of mind scarcely distin­

guishable from slothfulness. To make 
a divorce between God's preserva- 
tion and human perseverance is to 
deny the goal of electing grace (Rom. 
8:29; 2 Thes. 2:13), to deny the goal of 
the death of Christ (Titus 2:14), and 
to deny the power of the Holy Spirit 
(Ezek. 36:27).

A Complete Work
It is the good news of the gospel 

that when God saves a person, He 
does a complete work. In justifica- 
tion, our guilt is removed and we are 
given a perfect standing before God 
because He sees us in His Son, Jesus 
Christ. This is a once-for-all thing ad- 
mitting of no degrees. We are either 
justified or not justified. A man 
standing before a judge and jury re- 
ceives either a verdict of guilty or not 
guilty.

But sin not only makes us guilty, it 
defiles as well. Sanctification con- 
cerns itself with the defiling and pol- 
luting effects of sin. It relates not to 
one's standing but to his condition. It 
does not involve the receiving of 
righteousness but the doing of righ- 
teousness (Matt. 5:6; 1 John 2:29). It is 

OBC/OTS CALENDAR

April 1 Evangelism Day
April 7 Student Workathon
April 23-30 OBC Final Exams
April 25 OBC Baccalaureate Service, Bayview Glen Church, 3:00 p.m.
May 1 OBC Graduation Service, CNE Coliseum, 7:45 p.m.
May 2-16 OBC Chamber Choir—Tour to Eastern Provinces
May 4 OBC/OTS Toronto Ladies Auxiliary Meeting
May 4, 5, 6 0TS Final Exams
May 7 OTS Graduation, Bayview Glen Church, 8:00 p.m.
May 10 OBC Summer Evening School Begins
May 29 Semi-Annual Meeting of OBC/OTS Board & Corporation, 7:30 p.m
June 14-25 OTS Summer Session
June 25 OBC Summer Evening School Ends
Aug. 23-28 0TS/IVCF Build Your Faith Series

not a once-for-all thing, but a gradual 
process. Though these distinctions 
must be made in our understanding, 
justification and sanctification can 
never be separated in our experience. 
There cannot be sanctification with- 
out justification. We must be de- 
dared to be righteous by God before 
we can live righteously. It is equally 
true that there can be no justification 
without sanctification. The outcome 
of justification's growth is grace (2 
Peter 3:18), knowledge (2 Peter 3:18), 
faith (2 Thes. 1:3), and love (1 Thes. 
3:12).

This beautiful relationship is found 
beautifully pictured in Augustus 
Toplady's hymn:

Not the labour of my hands can fulfill 
Thy law's demands;

Could my zeal no respite know, could 
my tears forever flow,

All for sin could not atone; Thou must 
save and Thou alone.

Rock of Ages, cleft for me, Let me hide 
myself in Thee;

Let the water and the blood, from Thy 
riven side which flowed,

Be of sin the double cure, cleanse me 
from its guilt and power. ■
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MUSIC AT O.B.
OPENING THOUGHTS

"Speak to one another with psalms, 
hymns and spiritual songs. Sing and 
make music in your heart to the Lord, 
always giving thanks to God the Father 
for everything, in the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ" (Eph. 5:19-20).

Music is a delight to the ears, the 
mind and the emotions, stimulating 
and enriching the experiences of all 
mankind. Music can soothe us when 
we are tense, cheer us when we are 
sad, and inspire us to serve the Lord 
with all our heart, strength and 
mind.

Music pervades our modern soci- 
ety and is a fundamental part of our 
work, play and worship. Reflecting 
the diversity of the human race, 
music comes to us in various ways: 
folk music, sonatas, musicals and 
concertos, carols, psalmody, an- 
thems and cantatas. Music surrounds 
us in the recordings of the market- 
place, in the singing around the 
piano or with the guitar in the family 
room, in the symphonies of the con- 
cert hall, and in the preludes and 
hymns of the church at worship.

Music is open to everyone; it is im- 
portant for the growth and maturity 
of every individual.
QUESTION: What music pro- 
grammes are offered at OBC?
ANSWER: "We have training 
courses at two levels of interest: pro- 
fessional and non-professional.

"The Bachelor of Sacred Music is a 
professional degree conferred upon 
the successful completion of 4 years 
of study. In addition to core subjects 
and Biblical and Theological Studies, 
each music major must choose one of 
the following areas of vocational spe- 
cialization:

• the Church Music major (two 
performance areas)

• the Applied Music major (one 
high-level performance area)

• the double major in Church 
Music & Christian Education 
(one performance area)

An interview 
with 

Dr. Bert Polman, 
Chairman of the O.B.C. Music 

Department.

"The Certificate in Church Music 
is a one-year program designed for 
those who aspire to serve in church 
music ministries as non-profes- 
sionals. This Certificate may also be 
earned in several years of part-time 
day studies or in OBC's Evening 
School."
QUESTION: What would you sug- 
gest as good preparation for music 
studies at OBC?
ANSWER: "Prospective music 
majors are encouraged to take music 
studies during high school, to partici- 
pate in the performing ensembles at 
school and church, to study privately 
with a competent teacher, to develop 
the discipline to practice efficiently, 
and to gain as many varied experi- 
ences in music as possible."
QUESTION: What are the technical 
requirements?

ANSWER: "To enter the Bachelor of 
Sacred Music degree program, appli- 
cants must acquire the following 
minimum skills:

• Grade IX (Toronto Conservatory) 
in music performance, or its 
equivalent;

• Grade III (Toronto Conservatory) 
in harmony, or its equivalent; 
and preferably Grade III 
(Toronto Conservatory) in music 
history, or its equivalent.

"To enter the Certificate in Church 
Music program, applicants are en- 
couraged to attain Grade VI (Toronto 
Conservatory) in music performance 
as a minimum level, or its equiva- 
lent."

QUESTION: How are students ad- 
mitted to the music programmes?
ANSWER: "All prospective music 
majors must complete the regular ap- 
plication process before being admit- 
ted to Ontario Bible College. In addi- 
tion, the Music Faculty requires an 
audition and an interview with all 
prospective music majors, and de- 
cides on admission to the Music De- 
partment. Applicants with limited 
deficiencies may be admitted on a 
probation status.

"Prospective music majors should 
contact me directly during the regu- 
lar admissions process and make ar- 
rangements for the audition and in- 
terview; these are usually scheduled 
late in the Spring, early in the Sum- 
mer, or during the registration week 
in early September."

QUESTION: Could you list some of 
the facilities, equipment and re- 
sources of the OBC Music Depart- 
ment?
ANSWER: "We are located in the 
chapel wing of the College which 
contains a Recital Hall, 12 practice 
rooms, 2 listening rooms, Faculty of- 
fices and teaching studios. The Col- 
lege owns 25 pianos, including a 
Bechstein grand and a Heintzman 
grand, a large three-manual Baldwin
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organ and another two-manual 
organ. The Music Department has an 
extensive Music Library and also 
houses the Campbell Hymnal Collec- 
tion. The main library of the College 
has a large and continually-expand- 
ing collection of music books, scores 
and recordings."
QUESTION: What is the size of the 
OBC music faculty? What are their 
interests and qualifications?
ANSWER: "The Music Department 
is staffed by three full-time profes- 
sors, four part-time instructors, and a 
full-time secretary. The Music Fac- 
ulty represent a combined expertise 
in music theory, history and litera- 
ture, church music, conducting, 
voice, piano, organ, brass, music ed- 
ucation, and composition. Studio in- 
struction in other performance areas 
is arranged as necessary from re- 
spected music teachers in the 
Toronto area."

Music Faculty Members:
• Bert Polman, Ph.D., Dept. 

Chairman
• Gordon Adnams, A.R.C.T., 

M.Mus.
·John Bell, A.R.C.T., M.Mus., 

Choral Director
• Sharon Bell, A.R.C.T., M.F.A.
• Louise Kho, L.R.A.M., M.A., 

M.Ed.
• Margaret Mikelait, A.R.C.T., 

B.S.M.
• Janet Potz, A.R.C.T., M.A.

QUESTION: Is applied music in- 
struction available at OBC?
ANSWER: "Private lessons (in any 
area of music performance) and 
group lessons (in voice, piano or gui- 
tar) are offered by the Music Depart- 
ment at reasonable rates. These are 
required of all music majors, and are 
also open to non-music majors."
QUESTION: What Financial Aid is 
available to music students?
ANSWER: "In addition to other 
scholarships and bursaries (for which 
music majors may also be eligible), 
the following are specifically de- 
signed for music majors:

• The Betty Percy Scholarship in 
Piano

• The Musical Arts Award
• The Music Bursary"

QUESTION: What opportunities are 
available for students to be involved 
in music ensembles and music min- 
istry while enrolled at OBC?

ANSWER: "Practical experience in 
ensemble performance and music 
ministry is offered in the following 
opportunities:

• the OBC Chorale, the Chamber 
Choir, and one or more smaller 
vocal ensembles. These select 
groups perform in local 
churches, concerts, and annual 
tours;

• an annual series of concerts by 
the 80 voice Christmas choir;

• the entire student body forms a 
special choir at the annual OBC 
Graduation Service;

• various vocal and instrumental 
ensembles are organized for spe- 
cific events; and

• required Christian Service/Field 
Education in local churches. 
"There are many other musical 
events throughout the year, too:

• various student and faculty reci- 
tals each year;

• annual Performing Arts Concert 
Series;

• weekly Performance Hour for 
student performances, guest lec- 
turers and performers, music 
films and master classes;

• field trips to concerts and 
churches in the Toronto area;

• periodic public seminars and 
workshops in church music, 
other musical topics, and music 
festivals."

QUESTION: Can non-music majors 
be involved in any musical activities? 
ANSWER: "Yes, definitely. Non- 
music majors at OBC may participate 
in the following:

• take Music Appreciation; or 
choose Hymnology, Music His- 
tory, and other music subjects as 
electives;

Established
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• sing in one or more of the per- 
forming choirs or smaller ensem- 
bles (after acceptance by audi- 
tion);

• take private or group instruction 
in applied music for college 
credit;

• study music on a part-time basis 
in day classes or in Evening 
School."

QUESTION: In closing, could you 
summarize how vocational training 
programmes, such as music, fit into 
OBC's overall aims.

ANSWER: "OBC is an evangelical, 
interdenominational College. Our 
entire curriculum is Bible-centred. 
We present a Christian view of life 
amid the confusing ideologies of our 
times.

"OBC serves as the training arm 
for a wide variety of evangelical 
churches. (Each year, about 30 dif- 
ferent Protestant denominations are 
represented in the student body.) As 
well as the B.S.M. degree, other de- 
gree programmes are offered in Pas- 
toral Studies, Missions, Christian Ed- 
ucation, Christian Education/Secre- 
tarial, Christian Education/Camping, 
Pre-University and Pre-Seminary 
studies. There is also a 3-year Di- 
ploma in Bible and a 1-year Certifi- 
cate in Bible.

"OBC is at the forefront in meet- 
ing many specific needs in church- 
related vocational training and is ac- 
credited by the American 
Association of Bible Colleges. Our 
music program is an example of the 
ways in which OBC attempts to meet 
those needs of the Christian church 
and community." ■
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ALUMNI in nCTI®N
CHRISTIAN CAREERS— 

OUR SPECIALTY

by
Douglas C. Percy

Career: "from street, road for vehicles; 
a course or passage; full speed or exercise 
of activity; a field of progressive achieve- 
ment, esp. in public, professional or busi- 
ness life; a profession for which one 
trains, and which is undertaken as a per- 
manent calling" (Webster's Dictionary).

As I researched yet another 
alumnus (in this case, alumni), I 
couldn't help but think of careers. 
For this reason, O.B.C. came into 
being: to train Christian men and 
women for full-time Christian careers 
wherever God should call them to 
live for, and serve, Him.

For most graduates, this means 
pastoral ministry (including pastors' 
wives) missions, or one of the many 
professions or business opportunities 
that opens up for them. Rarely do we 
hear of someone involved in 4 con- 
current careers, as is the story of Ted 
and Ruth Simmons, of Hamilton, 
Ont. Here is a short resume of that 
story.

Ted Simmons graduated in 1958 
and Ruth in 1957. There was nothing 
outstanding in their lives, until God 
launched them on their careers. Ted 
was a high school dropout (Grade 
10), while Ruth pushed on to gradu- 
ate from Teacher's College.

Ruth had the advantage, not only 
of education, but her parents were 
also O.B.C. grads (Evelyn Harrow 
'29; Ross Almas '30) with all the ex- 
ample and encouragement that dedi- 
cated Christian parents could bring 
to bear on a young life.

Ted was a factory worker, until 
some bowling companions dared 
him to attend church—a dare he ac- 
cepted, and where the course of his 
life was changed. The church was a 
small A.G.C. church in Burlington, 
Ont. where in the provision of God, 
Ruth Almas and her family also at- 
tended. The relationship deepened, 
and they talked of marriage. But, a 
prior commitment to the will of God 

made them postpone it, until they 
felt it was God's time.

Ruth headed for Toronto and 
O.B.C. in 1954, and was followed the 
next year by Ted; the latter was 
enrolled as a mature student because 
of his lack of formal education. Per- 
haps only one who has been out of 
school for ten or more years can em- 
pathize with him. The discipline of 
study and the urge to spiritual 
growth all combined to prepare him 
for God's chosen careers.

The pastorate was the first step in 
careers, and the linking of these two 
lives was the next; in 1958, they be- 
came Mr. & Mrs. Ted Simmons.

Ted & Ruth Simmons

The pastoral career continued, and 
Ted re-entered O.B.C. in the B.Th. 
program from which he successfully 
graduated in 1962 ... a long cry from 
the high school dropout era, and a 
testimony to the enabling of God in 
helping to make up the lack of formal 
training.

The pastoral work also included 
camp work, children's services, 
youth and adult programs, and the 
inevitable weddings, funerals and all 
the busy church life.

It was here that O.B.C. training 
showed, and the feeling of satisfac­

tion and fulfillment was almost com- 
plete.

Almost. They loved children and 
longed for their own. When they 
were advised they would never have 
any, they began adoption proceed- 
ings, and in the next 6 years, they 
had a perfect family, two boys and 
two girls.

In His own inimitable way God 
took them out of the ministry and 
into the Ontario Probation Services. 
For the next 15 years they worked 
with young people in trouble, and 
could recommend them to the Lord 
Who was able to "make the crooked 
places straight, and the rough places 
plain ..." Here was another fulfill- 
ing career.

Then God called again, this time to 
education, of all things, and in 1970 
he was elected to the Board of Educa- 
tion in Hamilton, topping the polls in 
his ward and in the city. The busy- 
ness of public life was intense, but 
here he made a great contribution. 
Ted was concerned about the educa- 
tional system and felt there should be 
a "value education", an idea that he 
pushed as a Trustee, and subse- 
quently as Chairman of the Associa- 
tion of Large School Boards of On- 
tario. All the while, he continued as a 
Probation Officer, and Ruth brought 
up the family, until the pressure 
eased and she was able to study Soci- 
ology at McMaster University, from 
which she will graduate shortly after 
you read this, in May 1982.

As an ordained minister, Ted 
found himself being called on for 
many duties that crossed the bound- 
aries of probationary work. Many 
unchurched people called on him for 
help, particularly weddings, and 
again he found many opportunities 
for counselling about spiritual things. 
Soon this led to another career, when 
Ted and Ruth opened a small wed- 
ding chapel in an office rented for 
that purpose. Marriage counselling, 
dignified Biblical weddings, and a 
loving, caring Christian atmosphere 
has become yet another career for the 
Simmons duo.

In this busy life, God cared for His 
servants. In 1980, they dropped out
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of public life to concentrate on the 
probation work, the wedding chapel 
and their church life.

For all this time, they were in- 
volved in Philpott Memorial Church 
in Hamilton: Ted teaching and a 
member of the Board; and Ruth as or- 
ganist. To quote them: "O.B.C. train- 
ing never ceases to be of value in all 
these areas we have been, and are, 
involved in."

So the circle of God's planning for 
their careers is not completed. Re- 
cently Ted was asked to sit on the 
Board of the Children's Aid Society 
of Hamilton, where he can again 
serve the public.

What of the future? Only God 
knows, but as Ruth so aptly said in a 
recent conversation, "With a God 
like ours, nothing surprises me any- 
more. One thing is certain—for those 
who are willing to follow Him, He 
will have lots for them to do, and a 
great many surprises and challenges 
as well. Sometimes our faith feels like 
an elastic band, stretched to the limit 
and ready to snap. But, at the crucial 
moment, He always provides some 
new strength and support, some new 
challenge, just when needed. Who 
would trade such a wonderful life for 
some lesser career!"

O.B.C. is career-oriented: not to 
tell people where to go and what to 
do, but to prepare them for life and 
God's will in it. These are Alumni in 
Action, indeed! ■

ALUMNI CLASS OF ’31 
Golden-Milers at Homecoming 

October 17, 1981

L-R
(Front Row)
Dorra McClelland, Audrey Van Duzen, Barbara Henry, Ethel Smith, Ada 
Fisher, Doris Warren

(Second Row)
Lillian Strutt, Mary Burgess, Ellen Callander, Marion Hadall, Hilda Mar- 

shall
(Third Row)
John Austin, George Darby, Clifford Van Duzen, Lewis Lake, Gordon 

Chambers
A member of the Class of ’31 said, “As I left the school, I received one 

bit of advice. It was this: ‘Stand by the God of the Word and the God of the 
Word will stand by you.’ This I have proved in all the years since gradua- 

tion.”

Ray & Dini Watts, Sheila & Robert Cousins

Serving 

in
Kenya

Kapsabet Bible Institute, in Kenya, is the place the Lord 
has given us to serve. This Institute was established in the 
1950's by the Africa Inland Mission.

Our purpose is to train men and women to serve the na- 
tional church. Here in Kenya, the Africa Inland Church has 
only one pastor for every seven churches, so we feel that 
our school is helping to meet a real need.

Robert, B.Th. '80, and Sheila, M.T.S. '80, joined the staff 
in January '82. In addition to their classroom work, they 
minister on weekends in our churches.

Ray, B.Th. '61, and Dini '58 are just completing their 
four-year term and will be returning to Canada in August 
'82 for furlough.
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BOOK REVIEWS
BRUCE OLSON: MISSIONARY OR 
COLONIZER?
Author: Andres Kung
Christian Herald Books, 1981, 
price $6.95 (U.S.)
Reviewed by Dr. Dennis Oliver 
OTS Faculty

Bruce Olson is a creative and cou- 
rageous missionary to the Motilone 
Indians of Colombia, South America 
(a fierce people whose name was 
derived from the Spanish word for 
"mutilation"). Olson's own account 
of his ministry, For This Cross I'll Kill 
You (Creation House, 1973) became a 
best seller and, in the process, gave 
tens of thousands of evangelicals a 
spiritual and intellectual "stirring 
up".

Kung's book, whose original 
Swedish edition was published in 
1977, introduces the controversy 
which has plagued this independent 
missionary. Perhaps you will be 
shocked (as I was) to learn of the ac- 
cusations hurled against Olson by 
Robert Jaulin, a leading French 
anthropologist. Jaulin worked with 
Olson for part of a year in the mid- 
1960's and received his help. Soon it 
was apparent that although both 
wanted to "help" the Motilones, 
their methods and philosophies were 
incompatible. Jaulin was a "preserva- 
tionist" (wishing to keep the tribe's 
culture intact and protected from 
change). Bruce Olson shared with 
the anthropologist an aversion to in- 
traducing Western culture (so much 
so that he refused to introduce them 
to the sacrament of baptism because 
it was linked to abuses by priests in 
neighbouring areas). Yet, Olson was 
a promoter of healing through mod- 
ern medicine and advancement 
through "Western-style" education. 
As well, he refused to withhold tech- 
nology from them (e.g. radio and 
T.V.) if they requested it. Olson felt 
that unless the Motilones adapted to 
modern life, the political and eco- 
nomic forces surrounding them 
would lead to their decline and dis- 
appearance.

However, this book is not about 
anthropological debate. Rather, we 

learn that Jaulin has conducted a 
campaign to vilify Olson as self- 
serving (seeking his own ego- 
satisfaction, personal comfort and fi- 
nancial advantage), an unconscion- 
able liar, and even a murderer who 
was guilty of "ethnocide" (killing a 
whole people). Kung, a Christian 
journalist, set out to learn and tell the 
truth about Olson after he heard the 
charges (which were being widely- 
circulated). In essence, the book is an 
investigative reporter's determined 
quest for "the truth": "Missionary or 
colonizer?"—or better, "menace or 
martyr?"

The drama inherent in the quest, 
and the stature of Olson, makes the 
book worthwhile reading. Two flaws 
detract from the pleasure and profit 
of the book: (1) Kung talks too much 
about himself; (2) Kung deals in black 
and white terms. Olson is either all 
bad or all good, in Kung's frame of 
reference, but most missionary saints 
are more human than that. ■

MORE EVIDENCE THAT 
DEMANDS A VERDICT 
Author: Josh McDowell 
Here's Life Publishers, Inc., 1975, 
389 pp., $6.95 (U.S.)
Reviewed by Dr. William Foster 
OTS Faculty

In seeking to minister to the needs 
of university students, Josh 
McDowell serves as a Traveling Rep- 
resentative for Campus Crusade for 
Christ International. In this book, he 
provides a compilation of massive 
amounts of material centering on the 
problems of Old Testament and New 
Testament Higher Criticism. He 
seeks to provide university students 
with readily-available answers to the 
theories of the Documentary Hy- 
pothesis and Form Criticism.

Traditionally, Higher Critical 
studies of the Pentateuch have 
tended towards the denial of its Mo- 
saic authorship. Rather, they see it as 
many small documents that were 
written much later in the history of 
Israel, and then edited and re-edited

Support both 

publishers of 

Christian books and 

Christian booksellers!

Buy at a

Christian Bookstore

HAVE YOU

TRIED THE

O.B.C.

BOOKSTORE
Read a good book lately? Giving a book 

as a gift? Come and browse through our 

great selection of Christian books on Home 

and Family Relationships, Missions, Pas- 

toral Studies, Psychology, Philosophy, The- 

ology, Fiction and Non-Fiction. We have lots 

of Bibles, Children’s books, cards for all 

occasions and small gift items.

Buying from our campus bookstore is an- 
other important way that you help to sup- 
port God’s work at OBC — the training of 
Pastors, Missionaries and Christian workers 

for effective worldwide ministry.
25 Ballyconnor Court 
Willowdale, Ontario 

OPEN: Monday · Friday
9 a.m. to 4:45 p.m.

(416) 226-6380
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BOOK REVIEWS
by a number of unknown redactors. 
In the first half of this publication, 
McDowell takes each strand of the 
Critical argument and demonstrates 
that the Pentateuch could only have 
been written in the second millen- 
nium B.C. when Moses lived. The 
second part of the book provides a 
similar compilation of arguments 
which refute the views of Form Criti- 
cism in the area of New Testament 
events and message as coming from 
Jesus and the Apostles. He refutes 
the view of Form Criticism that the 
New Testament arose only from the 
confessional church long after the 
days of Jesus and the Apostles.

This text is an excellent source of 
materials relating to the views of 
Higher Criticism. Students who must 
contend with non-evangelical views 
concerning the Bible will profit 
greatly through the use of the materi- 
als contained in the book. The contri- 
butions of the best evangelical schol- 
arship are arrayed against the 
so-called assured results of Critical 
studies. ■

LIFE-STYLE EVANGELISM 
Author: Joseph C. Aldrich 
Multnomah Press, 1981, 246 pp., 
$9.95 (U.S.)
Reviewed by Dr. Dennis Oliver 
OTS Faculty

One mark of God's present re- 
newal of “The Church" is the bur- 
geoning literature on missions and 
evangelism. Every week, it seems, 
new books on such life-changing 
ministries are published. The ques- 
tion that we are forced to ask of such 
books (always high priced) is, “Is this 
the one in which I should invest my 
time and money?" Those who are 
seeking something broader than an 
evangelistic program will be de- 
lighted with Aldrich's book, for three 
reasons. He puts evangelism in the 
broad context of authentic Christian 
witness. He speaks with candor 
about the frustrations most Chris- 
tians have in their ongoing witness 
(and which we often are afraid to 

admit, even to ourselves). Also, he 
communicates well with words and 
diagrams.

This is a good book to put in a 
church library. It would suit many 
groups as a discussion resource (each 
of its eleven chapters contains 
enough meat for an evening's discus- 
sion). It will help those who teach 
evangelism, both in its insights and 
in their expression.

Every book is addressed to a spe- 
cific audience. This one urges those 
with a rather conservative under- 
standing of the “Christianity in cul- 
ture" issues (e.g. no movies or 
makeup) to . . . "cross traditional 
boundaries to reach the unbelieving 
world". In this, it reflects the ferment 
of reformulations (reformations?) 
which seems to mark every branch of 
Christ's Church today. ■

HOW TO BE A CARING
CHRISTIAN
Author: Warren W. Wiersbe
Back to the Bible Publications, 1981, 
100 pp., $1.25 (U.S.)
Reviewed by Gwenville Miller 
O.B.C. Faculty

One of the more serious maladies 
confronting the Christian church 
today is an insensitivity in personal 
relationships. People hurt, and when 
they hurt, they retreat from one an- 
other. Yet Dr. Warren Wiersbe, in 
this book, stoutly declares that this 
cannot be. In his opening paragraph 

THANK YOU FOR REMEMBERING THE 
CANADIAN BIBLE SOCIETY

Each year Wills provide $800,000 for the Translation, Publi·· 
cation, and Distribution of the Bible. Your Will can place 
God’s Word in the waiting hands of readers who would 
otherwise not have a copy.

CANADIAN BIBLE SOCIETY
10 Carnforth Road

Toronto, Ontario M4A 2S4 - (416)757-4171

he states: "I suppose one of the big- 
gest misunderstandings we have 
about Christian life is thinking that 
we can get along with God and not 
get along with each other." Having 
thus postulated, he then investigates 
twelve New Testament attitudes 
which refer to 'one another'. These, 
he affirms must be adopted, devel- 
oped and exercised if we are to func- 
tion in right relationships. Some of 
these (e.g. loving one another) are 
well known; others (e.g. preferring 
one another) may be less familiar.

Avoiding the plethora of counsel- 
ling theories and therapeutic tech- 
niques now available, he confines 
himself to the Bible to show the 
Lord's commands in these matters 
and to demonstrate how the serious 
Christian ought to respond. He is un- 
sparing in his insistence that this 
matter demands dual responsibility. 
The victim and the guilty alike bear 
the onus of self-examination and of 
true Christian response. It may seem, 
therefore, to be somewhat ruthless. 
And it is, insofar as the Bible is ruth- 
less. Still, there is a deep concern for 
people which illuminates every 
page.

It is a small book, numbering only 
100 pages. It reads easily, bears re- 
reading, even reading aloud. It could 
readily become the basis for group 
study in a local church. In any case, it 
is a book which begs to be taken 
seriously. Indeed, if everyone were 
constrained to behave in community 
as this little book directs, there would 
be no need for the book! Highly rec- 
ommended. ■
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BOOK REVIEWS
DECISION MAKING & THE 
WILL OF GOD: A BIBLICAL 
ALTERNATIVE TO THE 
TRADITIONAL VIEW
Author: Gary Friesen with J. Robin 
Maxson
Multnomah Press, 1981, 452 pp., 
$9.95 (U.S.)

Reviewed by Dr. Douglas Webster 
OTS Faculty

Are you in search of God's perfect 
will for your life? Do you worry when 
faced with two perfectly good op- 
tions but don't know which is God's 
will? How about your feelings? Do 
you try to decipher God's individual- 
ideal will on the basis of your inner 
impressions? If you do, and I think 
the majority of Canadian Christians 
are with you, then here's the book for 
you. According to Gary Friesen, the 
reason so many Christians are frus- 
trated in their search for God's per- 
feet plan is because they are search- 
ing for something that does not exist! 

I WILL START THE YEAR ...

I WILL start the year with a smile.
I resolve to be agreeable. I will not criticize.
I refuse to waste valuable time. In time, I am equal to all others and draw 

the same salary in seconds, minutes and hours.
I will not try to recover that which I wasted yesterday. It is gone as a 

vanished thought. I must live today as if there will be no tomorrow.
I refuse to spend time worrying about what might happen—it usually 

doesn’t. I purpose to make things happen.
I am determined to improve myself—mentally, in my behaviour, in my 

skills and above all spiritually.
I promise to give prompt attention to priorities. To do the things I should 

do and refrain from bad habits.
I will seek contentment with that which I have and not imagine what I 

would do if things were different. They just are not different.
I will stop saying, “If I had time.” If I want time, I must make it.
I will respect other people, treat them fairly and do for them in kindness 

that which I am able to do. I will endeavour to be charitable.
I will be grateful—for daily needs supplied, for salvation through Christ 

and grace enabling me to live righteously. For tomorrow and the future 
I will trust God.

—Reprinted from The Salvation Army War Cry.

His major point is this: "God does 
not have an ideal, detailed life plan 
uniquely designed for each believer 
that must be discovered in order to 
make correct decisions. The concept 
of an 'individual will of God' cannot 
be established by reason, experience, 
biblical example, or biblical teaching" 
(pg. 145).

This book has four main divisions.
In part one, Dr. Friesen, Chairman 

of the Bible Department at Multno- 
mah School of the Bible in Portland, 
Oregon, creatively presents the "tra- 
ditional" view which defines God's 
will in three ways: His sovereign will, 
God's secret plan for everything that 
happens in the universe; His moral 
will, God's revealed commands ob- 
jectively declared in the Bible; and 
His individual will, God's detailed 
life plan uniquely designed for each 
person.

'Does God have three wills?' is the 
central question of part two. Dr. Frie- 
sen affirms the clear Biblical evidence 
for God's sovereign will and His 

moral will, but he sees little scriptural 
support for the traditional concept of 
God's individual-ideal will. He care- 
fully examines a number of Biblical 
passages, such as Proverbs 3:5-6; 
Psalm 32:8; and Romans 12:1-2, pas- 
sages commonly thought of as teach- 
ing God's individual will. Using 
good hermeneutical common sense, 
he looks at each text in its context and 
concludes that these passages "un- 
derline the vital place that the moral 
will of God, not an individual will, 
has in directing the believer" 
(p. 111).

Scripture does not teach that the 
believer must wait in suspended ani- 
mation until, by some inner impres- 
sion or feeling, he is convinced that 
he has discovered God's perfect will. 
The believer is given real freedom 
and responsibility to make decisions 
on the basis of God's moral will. 
When confronted by two seemingly 
equal options, Dr. Friesen advises 
that we give God thanks for two 
good opportunities rather than be- 
moan the fact that we have to make a 
decision. We should proceed with 
the option we prefer, provided that 
both the "means" and the "end" are 
in accord with God's moral will. In- 
stances of God's special guidance to 
believers, while clearly taught in 
Scripture, are the exception rather 
than the rule, and often occur at criti- 
cal stages in God's revelational plan.

The practical implications of what 
it means to seek after God's revealed 
wisdom instead of waiting for some 
kind of subjective push in the right 
direction are explored in the two re- 
maining sections. Gary Friesen pro- 
vides us with a wealth of insight into 
God's provision for our guidance. 
His book is easy reading and packed 
with illustrations. Decision Making and 
the Will of God is sound counsel in a 
day when many are frustrated, anx- 
ious, and uncertain about knowing 
God's will for their lives. Dr. Friesen 
exposes the mythology which sur- 
rounds our notions of God's will and 
teaches us that when we walk with 
the Lord in the light of His Word, it is 
a matter of trusting and obeying. ■
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BOOK REVIEWS
A THEOLOGY OF PREACHING 
Author: Richard Lischer
G. R. Welch (Abingdon Press), 
1981,97 pp., $5.95 (Can.)
Reviewed by Dr. Mariano Di Gangi 
O.T.S. Faculty

This slender volume in the Abing- 
don Preacher's Library series, subti- 
tied "The Dynamics of the Gospel," 
describes preaching as "a kerygmatic 
oral activity" designed to do "justice

DR. STEPHEN OLFORD 
TO SPEAK AT O.T.S. 

GRADUATION 

to the one creative principle of grace" 
(pp. 11, 19).

The book includes comments such 
as: Paul's call to evangelize "did not 
lead inexorably to larger and larger 
churches, national recognition, fi- 
nancial security, and, finally, a prime 
time show of his own" (p. 36). Or, 
"The congregation that gives its pas- 
tor a trip to the Holy Land pays for it 
twice" (p. 90).

Lischer affirms that "people listen 
to preaching only when they are con- 
vinced that it is the Word of God" 
(p. 66). But what do they actually 

hear? "It is as difficult to find minis- 
ters who are against Biblical preach- 
ing as it is to find Biblical preaching." 
Some use the Bible merely as back- 
ground "Muzak" for their own ideas. 
Real preaching, however, "begins 
with hearing the voice of God" 
(p. 91). "The Bible is the source of 
preaching and the sustainer of 
preachers" (p. 95).

Although this work does not give 
us much on the "how" of preaching, 
it definitely emphasizes the "what" 
and "why" of the homiletical 
task. ■

Dr. Stephen Olford, recognized 
around the world for his expository 
preaching and pastoral influence, 
will be the guest speaker at the 
O.T.S. Graduation to be held at Bay- 
view Glen Church on Friday, May 7, 
1982 at 8:00 p.m.

From 1953 to 1959, he pastored the 
Duke Street Baptist Church of Rich- 
mond, Surrey, England. He then was 
called to the Calvary Baptist Church 
of New York City where he served as 
senior minister for fourteen years. 
When he left to engage in wider min- 
istry, the congregation conferred on 
him the title of Minister Emeritus.

In 1970, he launched Encounter 
Ministries, Inc., a church-related or- 
ganization with an international out- 
reach through radio, TV, literature, 
pastors' institutes, Christian Life 
Conventions, ministry to mission- 
aries and Bible Conferences.

In 1980, he initiated the Institute 
for Biblical Preaching to promote Bib- 
lical preaching and provide practical 
training for the Christian ministry. 
His deep concern is for expository 
preaching in the pulpit, spiritual re- 
newal in the church and aggressive 
evangelism in the world.

Dr. Olford has authored a number 
of books and booklets, and is a regu- 
lar contributor to leading Christian 
periodicals on both sides of the At- 
lantic.

SUMMER STUDY IN CANADA
June 14-25, 1982 

״SUMMER SESSION״

★ Current Issues in
World Missions (2 credits)
Taught by Guest Lecturer 
Dr. David J. Hesselgrave, 
Professsor of Missiology at 
Trinity Evangelical
Divinity School, Deerfield, III.

★ Discipling - Evangelism 
as a Lifestyle (2 credits)
Taught by Guest Lecturer 
Dr. Robert Coleman, 
Professor of Evangelism, 
Asbury Theological Seminary, 
Wilmore, Kentucky

★ Cost: $112.00 per course

August 23-28, 1982 
 ״BUILD YOUR FAITH״

An annual series 
sponsored jointly with 

Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship

* Galatians
Taught by Guest Lecturer 
Dr. Tom Wright, Assistant 
Professor of New Testament, 
McGill University, Montreal

* The Reformation as Discovery 
Taught by Dr. Ian Rennie, 
Dean and Professor of 
Church History, O.T.S.

★ Youth Outreach
Taught by Jim Bemey, 
Canadian Director of I.V.C.F.

★ Cost: $80.00 for the entire series 
+ $90.00 Room & Board

Phone or Write: 
Ontario Theological Seminary, 

25 Ballyconnor Court, 
Willowdale, Ontario M2M 4B3 

1-416-226-6380
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WINDOW on the WORLD
THE POST-CHRISTIAN ERA?

by 
Dr. Ian Rennie 
Dean of O.T.S.

Several days ago in a Church His- 
tory class, a student made a comment 
(which he apparently regarded as ac- 
cepted wisdom) in which he referred 
to ours as a post-Christian age. Then, 
a few days later, Dr. Ralph Winter 
spoke in Chapel. Dr. Winter is one of 
the leading students of missions in 
our day—known as a missiologist— 
and is one of the most creative mis- 
sionary thinkers of our time. He is 
also one of the most optimistic and 
believes that, as far as most of the 
world is concerned, we are still in the 
pre-Christian age, that the faith of 
Jesus Christ is spreading throughout 
the peoples of the world, and that the 
best days of the church in history are 
yet to be. So the two positions about 
the present and future prospects of 
the church were clearly represented.

A decade or two ago, we were con- 
tinually being told that Christian 
forces were in disarray and defeat. 
Now there was much evidence in our 
Western World—Europe, North 
America, Australasia—to substan- 
tiate such a viewpoint. But, as stu- 
dents of missions, with their global 
perspective, began to gain a hearing, 
the story of the contemporary church 
began to be seen in different colours.

Christians of somewhat liberal ori- 
entation tended, in the earlier part of 
this century, to be very optimistic 
about the prospects of the church. 
Sometimes, the theological argu- 
ments of the nineteenth century 
evangelical post-millennialists were 
used but, more often than not, the 
sense of positive anticipation had 
philosophical and cultural roots. 
However, as philosophies shifted 
and Western culture was harried 
with two great military conflagra- 
tions and the Holocaust, liberal sobri- 
ety began to be the order of the day. 
Then, the accelerating cultural shift 
of the sixties made the Christian lib- 
eralism ever more sombre and pessi-

mistic. Fascinatingly, at this very 
time, some evangelicals began to 
strike the note of hope.

Perhaps the first evangelical Chris- 
tian to gain a new hearing for a note 
of optimism was the great historian 
of missions, Kenneth Scott La- 
tourette of Yale. In his seven volume 
History of the Expansion of Christianity 
and in his numerous subsequent 
works, he painted a positive global 
picture of Christian advance. Donald 
McGavran, a life-long missionary in 
India, returned to North America in 
retirement some two decades ago 
and struck a similar chord. One of 
those Caleb-like people who engages 
in formative work in later years, 
McGavran established the School of 
World Mission at Fuller Seminary, 
leading it on to become a key centre 
of modern missionary dynamic. 
Then, he headed the Church Growth 
movement which not only has chai- 
lenged Christian leaders that such 
growth should be sought, but that it 
is God's will, is being accomplished 
today, and with the proper use of the 
requisite means will continue.

Ralph Winter taught in 
McGavran's school, and about ten 
years ago published The Twenty-Five 
Unbelievable Years, which chronicled 
the growth of the Christian world 
mission from the end of World War 
II. In parts of east and southeast 
Asia, sub-Sahara Africa, and Latin 
America, he gave statistics to show 

that neither the threat of Commu- 
nism, the throes of nationalism, the 
conservatism of animism, the resur- 
gence of Islam, nor the prevalence or 
secularization had been seriously 
able to hinder the advance of the 
kingdom of Jesus Christ.

At about the same time, David Bar- 
rett, a missionary in Nairobi, pub- 
lished a significant article in which, 
restricting himself to Africa below the 
Sahara, he indicated that some 28% 
of the population professed to be fol- 
lowers of Jesus Christ, and that if 
church growth trends continued, by 
the year 2000, almost half the people 
would acknowledge our Lord.

The Lausanne Congress on World 
Evangelization in 1974 gave wide- 
spread publicity to this sense of anti- 
cipation, as did the surge of evangeli- 
cal witness in many parts of the 
Western World. The influence of the 
counterculture once again made 
some form of supernaturalism viable 
for many of the young, and from 
there it was on many occasions only a 
step to Jesus Christ. The shaking of 
family life, and the threat of wide- 
spread social chaos have also created 
a climate where the word of God can 
frequently penetrate with life-giving 
power.

So one responded to the student 
by saying that it was unquestioned 
that we were in the post-Christen- 
dom era—the amalgam of church 
and state from Constantine and
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WINDOW on the WORLD
Charlemagne onwards was indeed 
breaking down—but that it was 
questionable that we were in the 
post-Christian era. We may not be 
quite as exuberant as some men- 
tioned in this article, and we may 
sense that the powers of resistance to 
our Lord are more potent than some 
would assess; but in it all we may 
surely share in the note of increasing 
expectancy that is characterizing 
growing sections of the evangelical 
church. And why not, since Christ is 
Victor, and we expect to see His 
triumph in the church, throughout 
the nations, and then in unfettered 
fullness when He comes again? ■

HOW CLOSE IS DOOMSDAY? 
by Olivia Ward

In 1981, the nuclear arms stockpile 
reached mountainous proportions. 
The cold war dipped below freezing 
point, presidential assassination be- 
came an international pastime and 
the Great Powers balanced on the 
brink of confrontation over Poland.

Yet Armageddon may not be as 
close as we think, says the leading in- 
ternational doomsday watchdog, the 
Bulletin of Atomic Scientists.

"There seems to be the will to ne- 
gotiate," says Bernard Feld, editor- 
in-chief of the bulletin and a physicist 
who helped to create the first atomic 
bomb. "We cannot jump at individ- 
ual crises without looking at the 
overall pattern."

Feld and the board of directors of 
the prestigious Chicago-based maga- 
zine recently decided that the hands 
of the "Doomsday Clock" that ap­

pears monthly on its cover to warn 
the world of the imminence of nu- 
clear war would not be moved from 
their present position of four minutes 
to midnight.

"This has been a difficult year," 
says Feld. "Current events have been 
discouraging—but at the same time 
there are hopeful signs. Ronald Rea- 
gan has shown that he's willing to 
bargain for peace. The European 
peace movement has had an enor- 
mous effect on the decision-making 
process. Negotiations for arms limi- 
tation have been set in motion. All in 
all, the trends toward and away from 
nuclear war seem to be in balance."

This stabilization breaks the pat- 
tern of the past two years, when the 
clock moved from nine minutes to 
midnight to a mere four minutes. In 
January 1980, the shift was due to 
"increasing irrationality" of world 
leaders, including such secondary 
pressures as the Iranian hostage 
crisis. Last January, it was a reflection 
of Jimmy Carter's Presidential Direc- 
tive 59—later taken up by Ronald 
Reagan—that nuclear war could not 
only be fought, but won if it was just 
done discreetly enough.

Four minutes to midnight may not 
seem a very comfortable distance 
from doom. But Feld points out that 
things have been worse: In 1953, the 
development of the H-bomb by the 
U.S. pushed the hands to two min- 
utes. And back in 1949, the Soviet 
Union's first A-bomb brought them 
to three minutes from imminent de- 
struction.

However, the "safest" we've been 
since the bomb was dropped on 
Hiroshima was 12 minutes to mid- 
night in 1963, when the signing of 
the Partial Test Ban treaty by Russia 
and the U.S. halted nuclear tests in 
the atmosphere. Later, in 1972, the 
hands were at 12 minutes to mid- 
night again when the first SALT talks 
led to an arms control agreement.

Those who brand peace movement 
members as nuclear nervous nellies 
may ask what right the bulletin has to 
take on the role of international 
watchdog. But its founders, more 
than most protesters, know whereof 

they speak. Among them were Al- 
bert Einstein, Leo Szilard and Eu- 
gene Rabinowitch, all contributors to 
the development of atomic energy.

"The most dangerous kind of 
thinking is that nuclear war need not 
be a total disaster," says Feld. "Let us 
not fool ourselves. A nuclear strike 
between superpowers would inevit- 
ably lead to a holocaust."

And, he adds, this is not a one- 
weapon era. "We don't have time to 
consider how and when to use the 
bomb. If a button is pushed, the con- 
fusion and panic will be tremendous. 
Nobody can predict the outcome."

A particle physicist at Massachu- 
setts Institute of Technology, Feld 
spends much of his time lobbying for 
peace throughout the world, per- 
suading the Pentagon, nation heads 
and fellow scientists to take up the 
anti-war cause.

And although the magazine he 
edits is small and expensive ($25 a 
year in Canada), its 25,000 sub- 
scribers contribute to an educational 
foundation that furthers the staff's 
conviction that there is no time to 
waste in dismantling the world's 
13,000-megaton nuclear stockpile— 
the equivalent of three tons of TNT 
for every man, woman and child on 
the planet. ■

—Reprinted from The Toronto Star 
January 3, 1982. Used by permission.

“SALT CREATES THIRST”
At a missionary meeting some 

young people were discussing the 
text, “Ye are the salt of the earth.” 
One suggestion after another was 
made as to the meaning of salt in this 
verse. “Salt imparts a desirable fla- 
vour,” said one. “Salt preserves from 
decay,” another suggested.

Then at last a Chinese Christian 
girl spoke out an experience none of 
the others had shared. “Salt creates 
thirst,” she said, and there was a sud- 
den hush in the room. Everyone was 
thinking, “Have I ever made anyone 
thirsty for the Lord Jesus Christ?” ■
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EVENING SCHOOL
TESTIMONY

by
John H. Colwill

Parkway Bible Church, Scarborough
I was raised in a Christian home by godly parents for which I am eter- 

nally thankful. I was taught early in life about the Lord Jesus and, being 
saved as a child, I cannot remember a day when I did not trust in Christ.

As a young lad, I had a sincere desire to serve Christ. However, coming 
through the Depression, I did not have the finances or opportunity for for- 
mal training for Christian Service. Then came World War II and I spent the 
next five and a half years of service with the Armed Forces in Canada and 
overseas. God graciously led and protected me and, after the War, I re- 
sumed my position with the Canadian Imperial Bank of Commerce. I had a 

strong desire to learn God’s Word, and I associated and served with evan- 

gelical churches in the many cities where I have lived.
As retirement began to draw nearer, I wanted to prepare myself for 

those retirement years. My passion was to serve God who has been so 
gracious and faithful to me over so many years. My thoughts turned to 

Bible College. With the opportunity so near at hand, I registered in 
Evening School at Ontario Bible College. I took many subjects in the 
Old and New Testaments, including a study of the Psalms and the 
book of Revelation.

Retiring in September 1980, after forty-one years with the Canadian Im- 
perial Bank of Commerce, I began a full-time ministry as Visitation Pastor 
at Parkway Bible Church (A.G.C.) in Scarborough. I find the ministry excit- 
ing and rewarding.

My studies at Ontario Bible College have not only contributed to 
my spiritual growth and knowledge of the Bible, but have enabled me 
to minister the Word of God more effectively in the Adult Bible Class 
and as a lay preacher when the opportunity arises. I use the Psalms 
continually and effectively as I minister to the sick and elderly in my 
visitation ministry.

Ontario Bible College has been an answer to my prayers, and the 
fulfillment of some of my dreams, and I thank God for it. ■

Editor’s Note: Mr. Colwill received a Basic Evening
School Diploma in ceremonies at

O.B.C. on April 14, 1981.

OBC/OTS STAFF UPDATE

The following changes have oc- 
curred since the publication of the 
last issue of The Recorder:

Rev. Ernie Harrison '40 retired 
as Office Services Manager on 
Nov. 30/81. His replacement is 
Ben Sikakane, son of Rev. Eben- 
ezer Sikakane, Chairman of our 
Missions Department.

Mrs. Lynne (Howarth) Wright, 
B.R.E. '79, Admissions Secre- 
tary, terminated her employ- 
ment on Dec. 24/81 to practise 
her skills in 'housewifery'. She 
is succeeded by Miss Cathy 
Zynomirski from Dunnville, 
Ontario.

Rev. Glenn Taylor is now the 
General Director of the Yonge 
Street Mission. He is also fina- 
lizing arrangements for further 
studies in Counselling at the 
Ontario Institute for Studies in 
Education. As well, he teaches 
part-time at both OBC and OTS 
in Pastoral Studies.

“ONE OF OUR GOALS IS TO HELP THE LOCAL CHURCH ..
“I see the missions challenge to be the greatest challenge facing the 

church. With over two billion people who have never heard the name of 
Jesus Christ—in fact for most, the name is not even in their vocabulary— 
we must mobilize every resource, every person to be committed to the 
mandate of Jesus Christ: . . . make disciples of all the nations.” Some- 
how, we must all respond to the Apostle Paul’s searching questions in 
Romans 10:14-15 . . . “How shall they call upon Him in whom they have 
not believed? And how shall they believe in Him whom they have not 
heard? And how shall they hear without a preacher? And how shall they 
preach unless they are sent?”

Ontario Bible College and Ontario Theological Seminary are com- 
mitted to developing the people who will respond to these questions 
and train others to do the same!’’

Mr. Earl Sherbino (father of 
David, B.Th. '70, and Michael, 
B.Th. '80) has joined the Depart- 
ment of Public Ministry and 
Stewardship as a Field Repre- 
sentative. He was a Major (in Fi- 
nance) in the Canadian Armed 
Forces and recently retired from 
his position as Senior Adminis- 
trative Officer to the Assistant 
Deputy Minister of the Canada 
Pension Plan.

MISSIONS

It costs less to send mission- 
aries to foreign countries 
than it does to send sol- 
diers—one goes to destroy 
and the other to save.
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Evening School 
Testimony

MISSIONS MESSAGE

A. Compelling Motive—God’s Love.
B. Convincing Marvel—“that He gave”
C. Converting Medium—“that whosoever believeth”
D. Condemning Mistake—“perish”

by 
Mrs. Evelyn Grant

Knox Presbyterian Church, Toronto
When my three children were 

toddlers, going to Ontario Bible Col- 
lege for Evening School Classes was 
my “night out’’. My husband was co- 
operative and realized that it was im- 
portant for me to have a change from 
the daily household routines.

I have taken many courses in OBC 
Evening School and found them all 
helpful. I particularly enjoyed the Old 
Testament Bible Studies. The charac- 
ters such as David and Esther, became 
very real to me. Because of these 
studies, I feel I have been better 
equipped to share insights and experi- 
ences with others. As I saw God’s 
working in the lives of these Biblical 
characters, I realized His faithfulness. I 
learned to trust Him to be with me 
through the trials, joys, and sorrows, 
which we all encounter as parents in 
guiding our children to adulthood.

We have usually had a Children’s 
Bible Club in our home. In our neigh- 
bourhood, very few attend Sunday 
School. It is lovely to hear the children 
singing choruses. At a recent Summer 
Club, we had seventy children in atten- 
dance. A number of children were fol- 
lowed up by a local church and brought 
into the Sunday School.

I would encourage anyone, Chris- 
tians of all ages, to enroll in the Eve- 
ning Courses at O.B.C. I have found 
them very helpful in my spiritual 
growth. ■
Editor’s Note: Mrs. Grant received 

a Basic Evening School Diploma 
in ceremonies at Ο. B. C. on 

April 14, 1981.

OBC EVENING CLASSES 
on the 

WILLOWDALE CAMPUS 
and in the

HAMILTON/BURLINGTON 
AREA

Want to study the Bible? Unable to attend college during the day?
If your answer to both of these questions is “yes”, you don’t have to feel 

left out of OBC’s programme. During our 1981-82 school year, over 800 
adults enrolled in exciting educational adventures in our evening classes.

Some of these people took courses to enrich their lives and their lay 
ministries to others. Others received college credit for their classroom 
achievements.

If a busy schedule during the day is keeping you from Biblical studies, 
why not enroll in the Fall Semester (September 1982) for evening classes 
at Ontario Bible College.

For more information, phone or write today: 
Director of Evening School 
Ontario Bible College 
25 Ballyconnor Court 
Willowdale, Ontario M2M 4B3 
226-6380

J. HARRY FROGLFY
WELCOMES

THE OPPORTUNITY TO DISCUSS YOUR INVESTMENT 

INTERESTS

SHERWAY GARDENS BRANCH
25 THE WEST MALL ETOBICOKE, ONTARIO TELEPHONE 621-9611

Hector M. Chisholm A Co. Limited
MEMBERS:

THE TORONTO STOCK EXCHANGE

THE MONTREAL STOCK EXCHANGE 

INVESTMENT DEALERS’ ASSOCIATION OF CANADA 

11 ADELAIDE STREET WEST TORONTO TELEPHONE 362-4731
BRANCHES

SHERWAY GARDENS DON MILLS HAMILTON
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