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Scriptural Eyeglasses for a Christian Worldview

by Dr. Craig A. Carter, Vice President
and Academic Dean, Tyndale College

about nature in declaring: “The heav-

ens declare the glory of God” and
“The skies proclaim the work of His
hands?” The Psalmist claims to see God
everywhere in nature: in the sky, in the
starry night heavens, in the sun and so
on. Many philosophers, poets and scien-
tists would agree that to look at nature is
to have God’s reality and power spread
out in front of you. Gerard Manley
Hopkins, for example, spoke of “Nature
charged with the grandeur of God.”

Today, however, many intellectuals

look at nature and claim not to be able
to see any evidence of a personal, infi-
nite, creator God. Scientists like Richard
Dawkins profess to see only the unre-
lenting struggle for survival, and the sur-
vival of the fittest when they look at
nature. Many of our finest poets,
painters and novelists have seen in
nature only a quiet, deadly war of all
against all, in which no quarter is asked
or given. One thinks of Tennyson’s
famous line: “Nature red in tooth and
claw.” Since Darwin, the dominant trend
has been to see nature as “raw material”
or chaos, which humans have a right to
organize and exploit for their own bene-
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fit in the struggle for survival. Nature
has no design and reflects no organizing
mind. It is the result of chance evolution
and reflects no moral or human values.

How can this be? On the one hand,
you have the Biblical writers and
Christian writers down through the cen-
turies of Western civiliza-
tion all professing to see
the hand and purpose of
God in nature and the
glory and reality of God
reflected in nature. On the
other hand, we have many
Western intellectuals today
looking at the very same
phenomena but professing
to see only the chance evo-
lution of organisms in a
hostile environment and
the unrelenting struggle
for surviving, with the
fittest surviving to repro-
duce. It is not a matter of getting the
facts straight because both groups are
looking at the very same phenomenal!
Both are looking at the same majestic
landscapes, the same pounding surf, the
same intricate flowers, the same stun-
ning array of colours, the same incredi-
bly intricate human bodies and the same
vast ecosystems. How can this be?

John Calvin, the great Protestant
Reformer of the 16th century, dealt with
this question in his book, The Institutes
of the Christian Religion, which is one of
the greatest works of Christian theology
ever written. In Book I, The Knowledge of
the Creator, Calvin has a section entitled
“Scripture is Needed as Guide and
Teacher for Anyone Who Would Come
to God the Creator.” Calvin believed
that Romans 1:18-32 teaches us that the
knowledge of God is objectively there in
the creation, which is after all the work
of God. God has left His fingerprints and
His trademarks all over His creation, and
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humans should be able to see them. But
they don’t.
According to Romans 1, every

human being who has ever lived has had

a partial knowledge of God from look-
ing at nature. But that knowledge is
blurred and distorted by sin, with the
result that all humans in
every age and every cul-
ture end up worshipping
some aspect of creation

thus fall into idolatry.
Paul says that people sup-
press the truth and refuse
to glorify God and, as a
result, their hearts are
darkened and they
become fools, even
though they claim to be

this section by saying:
“God bestows that actual
knowledge of himself upon us only in
the Scriptures.” He compares Scripture
to a pair of eyeglasses:

Just as old or bleary-eyed men and

those with weak vision, if you thrust

before them a most beautiful volume,
even if they recognize it to be some
sort of writing, yet can scarcely con-
strue two words, but with the aid of
spectacles, will begin to read dis-
tinctly; so Scripture, gathering up the
otherwise confused knowledge of God
in our minds, having dispersed our
dullness, clearly shows us the true

God. (Book I, Chapter VI, p.70)

I had to get glasses for the first time
in my life last summer and it was a trau-
matic experience for me. [ was con-
vinced that I did not need glasses. But
when I put my glasses on for the first
time, I had the most unsettling experi-
ence. [ could see things that I had not

continued on page 12

instead of the Creator, and

wise. So Calvin introduces
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Christian Philosophy:

by Dr. Richard B. Davis,
Director of Leading Edge, Professor of
Philosophy, Tyndale College

s little as 50 years ago, a profes-
sor in academic philosophy in a
public university who confessed

to being a Christian was likely to be
treated with the same degree of disap-
proval as, say, a professor at a Christian
university proudly admitting that
he/she was a practicing homosexual!
You simply didn’t do it, if you had any
sense of self-respect and self-preserva-
tion. And the problem here wasn’t sim-
ply that Christian philosophers lacked
evangelistic ‘boldness (although they
were indeed wanting in this respect);
the root of the problem went much
deeper.

During the forties and fifties, main-
line philosophy was under the powerful
grips of a movement known as logical
positivism. According to the chief pro-
ponent of positivism, Sir Alfred J. Ayer,
a statement is literally meaningful—
that is, is the sort of thing that could be
true or false—only if it is either a tau-
tology (e.g., ‘All triangles have three

Managing Editor
LAURIE CHONG

Production Coordinator
KELLY MILNE

Alumni News Writer
SANDRA RAYNER

Contributing Writers
RICH HUTCHINGS
NELSON KUNG

Vol. 6, No. 3, Fall 2000

Published by the Office of
Communication at Tyndale College &
Seminary

25 Ballyconnor Court

Toronto, ON M2M 4B3 Canada
Tel.: 416.226.6620 ext. 2186
Fax: 416.226.6746
Connection@tyndale.to
www.tyndale.to

Connection is published four times a
year. All articles are staff-written unless
otherwise indicated and are the property
of Tyndale College & Seminary’s Office
of Communication.

Address/Name Changes? Please call
Kelly Milne at ext. 2704.

sides’) or is empirically verifiable by
way of one or more of our five senses
(e.g., ‘The earth orbits the sun’).! This
spelled disaster for the vast majority of
Christian truth claims. Consider, for
example, the statement ‘God is omnipo-
tent’. Is this a tautology
or definition? Clearly
not. Is it verifiable
through one or more of
our five senses? Again,
it would seem not; for of
course, God is an imma-
terial being, and thus
not the sort of thing that
could be empirically
detected. We must
therefore conclude, says
Ayer, that the statement
‘God is omnipotent’ is
meaningless jibberish.
Like the statement,
‘T'was brillig, and the slithy toves did
gyre and gymbol in the wabe’, it makes
no claim whatsoever, and is therefore
neither true nor false. Just imagine try-
ing to share your faith with a colleague
who thought this was what your gospel
presentation amounted to. Talk about a
credibility problem!

The effect of all of this on the field
of philosophy of religion was devastat-
ing. According to James E. Tomberlin,
professor of philosophy at California
State University-Northridge,
“Philosophy of religion was
considered a dead
area.” Few (if any)
graduate programs
offered a seminar
in this area, and
Christian gradu-
ate students
were strongly
advised to pur-
sue doctoral
research on topics
of traditional philo-
sophical concern.
Philosophy of religion quickly
became known as depository for intel-
lectual underachievers—those who
couldn’t hack it in the intellectually rig-
orous mainline academy.

What was the response of
Christians to this deplorable state of
affairs? Christian Wittgensteinians pro-
claimed that Christianity was an inde-
pendent ‘language game’ and thus
immune to the criticisms of those out-
side the Christian language using com-
munity.* Others, such as the theologian
Gordon Kaufman, conceded that reli-
gious claims were indeed meaningless;
in fact, the term ‘God’ didn’t refer to

Richard B. Davis, PhD

Born Again

anything real at all! Still others admit-
ted that ‘God talk’ was meaningless but
that it served some useful existential
purpose. Needless to say, these
responses did little to recommend
Christian philosophy to the main-
stream academy. It wasn’t
until the publication of
Alvin Plantinga’s book
God and Other Minds
(Cornell, 1967) that the
tide turned—and deci-
sively so.

According to
Plantinga, the central
problem with Ayer’s crite-
rion of meaningfulness is
that it’s self-referentially
incoherent. It says that a
statement must be either a
tautology or empirically
verifiable in order to be
meaningful. But if we consider Ayer’s
statement of these very criteria and then
ask the question, ‘Is that statement a
tautology or at least empirically verifi-
able?” it turns out that it is neither. We
should therefore conclude, says
Plantinga, that Ayer’s verifiability crite-
rion of meaning is itself meaningless.
So devastating has been this refutation
that today it is no exaggeration to say
that logical positivism is considered a
historical oddity—a relic of the history
of philosophy.

Christian philosophers are now on

.:*....over“the last 20 years
orso, Christian philoso-
phers have produced an

_mmense amount of first

the move. In 1978 the Society of
Christian Philosophers (SCP) was
founded by Plantinga, along with
Nicholas Wolterstorff, William Alston,
Art Holmes, Ronald Nash, Robert and
Marilyn Adams, George Mavrodes, and
Ken Konyndyk.’ Today the SCP has
well over 1,000 members, and is the
single largest sub-group of the
American Philosophical Association—
the most prestigious professional asso-
ciation of academic philosophers in the
world. In 1984 the SCP launched the
journal Faith and Philosophy “to enable
philosophers to publish material from
an explicitly Christian point of view.”®

smss 8 See Alvin Plantinga, Warranted Christian

Faith and Philosophy is now considered
one of the leading academic journals in
philosophy of religion. And perhaps
most gratifying of all, over the last 20
years or so, Christian philosophers have
produced an immense amount of first
class work in both philosophy and the-
ology. There has been important work
done in the area of natural theology,” on
the rationality of religious belief,® and
on the attributes of omnipotence, omni-
science, omnibenevolence, providence,’
and simplicity.”® There has also been
fascinating work on God’s relation to
time, abstract objects, and mathema-
tics."! And there have even been power-
ful and sophisticated defenses of the
Trinity and the Incarnation.”

For those interested in Christian
philosophy, it is difficult to imagine a (
more exciting time in which to live.

Christianity has literally been ‘born
again’ in philosophical circles. What a
difference a few thinking Christians and
50 years can make.

NOTES

1 See AJ. Ayer, Language, Truth, and Logic, 2d ed.
(New York: Dover, 1946).

2 To cite Alvin Plantinga’s favourite example in
this connection.

3 Quoted in Kristine Christlieb, “Suddenly
Respect,” Christianity Today, April 17, 1987, p. 31.

4 For a critique of this view, see my “James

Fodor’s Christian Theory of Truth: Is it
Christian?” Heythorp Journal 41 (2000):
436-448.

5 See the wonderful account of the origins
of the society in Ken Konyndyk’s,
“Chtistianity Reenters Philosophical
Circles,” Perspectives (November 1992):
17-19.

6 Konyndyk, “Christianity Reenters,” p. 18.

7 See Richard Swinburne, The Existence of
God (Oxford: Oxford University Press,
1979).

Belief (New York: Oxford University Press,
2000).

9 See Thomas P. Flint, Divine Providence: The
Molinist Account (Ithaca: Cornell University Press,
1998). |

10 See Brian Leftow, Divine Simplicity (Cornell
University Press, forthcoming).

11 See Thomas V. Morris and Christopher
Menzel, “Absolute Creation,” American
Philosophical Quarterly 23 (1986); Richard Brian
Davis, The Metaphysics of Theism and Modality
(New York: Peter Lang, forthcoming in 2000).

12 See Thomas V. Morris, The Logic of God
Incarnate (Cornell, 1986); Keith Yandell, “The
Most Brutal and Inexcusable Error in Counting?:
Trinity and Consistency, Religious Studies 30
(1994).
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mistake that was.

and ethics.

whatever they do.

Thinking Christianly is
Word.

Brian C. Stiller

Tyndale Bible Reprinted
For First Time in 500 Years

PENELOPE TYNDALE, widow of Dr.
Tony Tyndale (former chancellor at
Tyndale College & Seminary), has
informed us that The British Library has
published the first reprint in almost 500
years of the New Testament that cost
William Tyndale his life. Although the
beauty of the language of the 1611 King
James version is universally acknowl-
edged, few realize that it incorporates
most of Tyndale’s 1526 text.
Copies of his pocket-sized book
had to be smuggled into England, since
a Bible in the language of the people
was seen as highly subversive, and
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President, Tyndale College & Semindry

Tyndale was burned at the stake for
heresy in 1536. His translation from the
Greek is credited with coining the
phrases “salt of the earth”, “sign of the
times” and “eat, drink, and be merry.”
The text retains the old spellings
but uses a modern typeface. The British
Library hopes for a slightly better sur-
vival rate than that of the original run,
which was destroyed. Fragments of one
copy and two complete copies survive,
one in Germany, and the one bought by
the library from the Bristol Baptist

College in 1994, for more than £1m
(Cdn. $2.2 million).

Join us for
the awards
ceremony at
2:00 pm on
Sept. 30th.

Also featuring Storytelling
and Drama workshops
at 9:30 am and 4:30 pm,

and a special lecture

by Dr. Peter Larisey
entitled “The Open

Update on Tyndale College

n April 28, 2000, Dianne Cunningham, Ontario Minister, Training, Colleges

and Universities, released a White Paper (a report issued by the government
to give information on a subject), which stated that:

“The Government of Ontario has approved the establishment of pri-
vate, degree-granting institutions in Ontario, including for-profit and not-
for-profit institutions, and will allow Ontario’s colleges of applied arts
and technology to offer applied degrees.

“The introduction [of] private universities will give students a wider
range of degree choices. However, the Government recognizes the impor-

tance of ensuring the quality of new programs to be offered by these insti-
tutions and protecting the financial investment of students.”

“New degree-granting institutions will give Ontario students a wider
range of degree choices. Subject to government approval, new Ontario-
based institutions will be eligible to offer degree programs in Ontario.
These institutions will not be eligible for provincial capital or operating

funding.”

The Tyndale Board of Governors met on June 13 to discuss, among other issues,
the school’s intention to apply for university status. The motion to pass the applica-
tion for private university status was as follows:

“That Tyndale College & Seminary commit to build an undergraduate univer-
sity-college, and further that management be given authority to proceed in applying

to the provincial government for university status, and that a financial plan be
brought forward in early 2001.”

The Tyndale College administration is preparing to put forward to the govern-
ment an application for university status.

John Wilkinson

(centre) and his

and Compassionate

Eye: Christians and
Modern Art” at 11:00 am.

On June 13, a farewell dinner was given in honour of Dr. John
Wilkinson, who has been on faculty at Tyndale since 1976. He has
served as Professor of Youth and Family Ministry, Christian
Education, and Camping Studies at the college and seminary.
Wilkinson undertook the roles of VP Strategic Planning &
Institutional Change, and VP Academic Dean of the College. Now

Executive Director of Youth Unlimited, he will continue to teach
Youth Ministry at the seminary on a part-time basis.

wife Trish receive
a commemorative
plaque from
President Brian
C. Stiller for his
24 years of ser-
vice at Tyndale.



Wesley Studies Update

By Dr. Victor Shepherd, Chair of Wesley Studies

n 1989, 19 leaders of various denominations com-

mitted to a Wesleyan theology met in Winnipeg.

Bishop Donald Bastian of the Free Methodist
Church in Canada had convened the meeting inas-
much as he had cherished for years the dream of a
professorship of Wesley Studies at a Canadian semi-
nary where students could (i) steep
themselves in the theology of Wesley
himself, (ii) become schooled in the
Wesleyan tradition, hymnody, history
and ethos, (iii) increase the visibility of
the Wesleyan contribution to the church
universal, and (iv) situate Wesley as a
worthy dialogue-partner with Lutherans,
Pentecostals, Anglicans, Baptists, and the
Reformed.

In 1991 representatives from the
Wesleyan churches met with Dr. lan
Rennie, dean of what was then Ontario
Theological Seminary (now Tyndale
Seminary). As a result of the meeting,
the seminary’s articles of faith were
modified to accommodate the possibility
of believers “falling away,” and recognize the place
of the church in God’s economy of salvation.

I became the first occupant of Canada’s only Chair
of Wesley Studies in 1993. While appointment at this
time was to a half-time professorship, it was always the
intention of the Wesley Studies Committee that the
chair be a full-time teaching position. I began teaching
courses in the theology of Wesley, the history and
ethos of Methodism, and Puritan spirituality. As is the
case with any seminary, the Professor of Wesley

Victor Shepherd, PhD

Studies was also expected to teach courses on behalf of
the seminary in areas outside his/her specific focus. In
this regard I taught courses in the theology of the
Protestant Reformers and in Historical Theology.

In January 2000, I left my pastorate of 21 years at
Streetsville United Church (Mississauga) and began
teaching full-time, providing instruction in systematic
theology as well as philosophy. As funding for the
chair expands so as to allow me to focus
more specifically on Wesley concerns,
courses will be added in (i) the life and
work of Charles Wesley, (ii) a contempo-
rary Methodist theologian (e.g., Thomas
Oden or Geoffrey Wainwright), (iii) the
concept of holiness as it is reflected in
scripture, the patristic and mediaeval eras,
the Reformation, the Puritan and Holiness
movements, and the contemporary
church.

One function of the Wesley program
at Tyndale is to help other Christians
understand the thoughtfulness of the
Wesleyan tradition. It is hoped too that
the features of the Wesleyan spirit will be
appreciated increasingly, for it is pos-
sessed of a rigorous theology. It cherishes such
Protestant convictions as the normativity of scripture
and justification by faith. It is preoccupied with evan-
gelism. It is dedicated to social amelioration. It has
pioneered small-group nurture.

A recent pledge of $500,000, together with the
$185,000 that the Wesley Studies Endowment Fund
already has on hand, will assist greatly in the pursuit
of $1 million for the endowment of a full-time Chair
of Wesley Studies.

Haddon Robinson
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TIME MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY
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FOR UNCOMMON SERVICE

Why Consid

by Kevin Kirk, Assistant Director of
Admissions, Tyndale College &
Seminary

en considering what col-

lege or university to attend,

you are probably attracted to
the newest and coolest things with
which different schools try to woo you.
Recruiters from almost every school
describe what they have to offer: three
and four-year programs, arts courses,
appropriate accreditation, a reputation
for strong academics, an excellent stu-
dent/faculty ratio, caring professors,
plenty of student activities, leadership
opportunities — and the list goes on.
Any good college or university is con-
cerned with academics, the student/fac-
ulty ratio, and modern facilities, as
these are the common things by which
they are evaluated. Even the most secu-
lar and impersonal university settings
have good professors who care about
their students and offer them quality
instruction and relationships. But don’t
sell yourself short! If you focus only on
these features, you will fail to under-
stand the principal difference between a
Christ-centred college and the rest.

But how do you discover the differ-
ences from one school to another, let
alone the difference between a
Christian and secular education?
Because many of the schools sound the

er a Christian Education?

same, this raises a serious question:
what really is the difference?

A view of life! Christian colleges
were founded on the premise that the
marvels of Scripture allow us to see the
world from the Creator’s point of view
— and that this view of the world is
radically different from the common
understanding of life. What does it
mean to be a Christian parent? A
Christian spouse? A Christian teacher,
lawyer, engineer, or whatever you
decide to pursue as your career? How
did God really mean the world to
work? What does it mean to live
Christianly in today’s society?

The purpose of Christian higher
education is clear: to assist men and
women in understanding each disci-
pline, each class, and every extra-cur-
ricular activity from God’s point of
view. This enables them to do the work
of the Lord in every area of life for the
rest of their lives. This is the meat and
potatoes of what Christian schools are
about. Everything else is a garnish, a
side dish or dessert.

The unique way of life found in the
gospel is often undetectable in contem-
porary society. Christians are often sat-
isfied by mere material blessings, and
thus avoid the message that we are to
be different from the rest of the world.
In my own field of the admissions pro-
fession, I am subtly urged to conform to

the mainstream of contemporary higher
education. But if I do, I am missing the
very reason that God raised up
Christian colleges — to prepare His
people to lead different lives — lives of
sacrifice and service based on a
Christian worldview so that a difference

or university? Not only will you get a
first-rate education, but you will also
discover that the marvels of Scripture
allow you to see everything from the
Creator’s point of view. This view of the
world is radically different from the
common understanding of life!

is made in His world.

It is the Christian
school’s view of life
that sets it apart.
Without that distinc-
tion there will always
be better schools, bet-
ter deals — so why
should a student attend
... any school? Your
responsibility is this: to
be faithful to Him who
has called you in all
that you do, from
chapel services and
mission trips, to athlet-
ics and curriculum, and
even in deciding which
school to attend. These
may be heavy responsi-
bilities, but they are
inescapable!

If you are looking
into which post-sec-
ondary school to
attend, why not con-
sider attending a
Christ-centred college

K Bri
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Youth and the Christian Worldview

by Paul Robertson, Adjunct Professor of
Youth and Family Ministries, Tyndale
College & Seminary

tre of her school. Like so many oth-

ers, she was on my list of students
who were in trouble with the adminis-
tration in some shape or form. As a vol-

Ifirst met Robyn in the guidance cen-

like the one they grew up in.” Out of the
mouths of babes come deep truths.

The world of today’s teens no longer
resembles the black and white world
that most boomers grew up in. Schools,
which used to be a safe place for our
generation, have become microcosms of
the world at large. Schools in our coun-
try are daily dealing with violence, abuse

unteer counsellor, I had
everything from the violent
and rude to the hopelessly
delinquent. Robyn was a
combination of all these.
Her favourite place to
be is in the mosh pit at a
KORN rock concert. Her
favourite song is called
“Dead Bodies” by the same.
She is 16 and dating a 22
year old who furnishes her
with the love and affection
her father never did. She
doesn’t really like school but sees it as a
necessary evil. Like so many of her
friends, school is more about being with
family than it is about getting an education.
One afternoon last fall, as I prepared
to address a group of parents at an
evening training session in Ottawa, 1
asked Robyn this question: “If you could
give one message to the 200 parents I
will be speaking to tonight, what would
it be?” The speed of her answer startled
me. “You tell all those parents that the
world that I am growing up in is nothing

Paul Robertson, MDiv (cand.)

of all kinds, weapons, dis-
crimination, racism, teen
pregnancies, alcohol and
drug usage, petty crime,
extortion, assaults, and a
large dose of indifference.

This is the first genera-
tion to grow up immersed in
the postmodern worldview
and we are paying a high
price. Postmodernism is the
worldview that rejects the
possibility of a single view
(Christianity) as the correct
one and suggests a number of other
options aimed at replacing the Christian
worldview. It tells our children there is
no such thing as truth, and right and
wrong are issues of your own conscience.
If it feels right, then it must be true. Even
commercials are teaching our kids “feel-
ings are everything.”

In other words, we have turned a
whole generation of young people loose
in the moral arena to fend for them-
selves. Is it any wonder no one seems to
feel guilty about anything when right

and wrong have become issues of per-
sonal preference? Should we be sur-
prised that 40% of sexually active
Canadian teenagers claim to have inter-
course in the first month of a new rela-
tionship and that 35% are intimate with
more than one partner at a time? Would
it bother us to know that 50% of teens
aged 15-19 are sexually active? If your
feelings are truth as postmodernism per-
mits, then these kids are only being true
to their worldview.

The evidence of poor moral choices
even among church youth was exposed
in Josh McDowell’s book Right From
Wrong in 1995. When Christian kids
were asked if they had done any of the
following in the last three months, their
answers were that 66% had lied to an
adult, 59% had lied to a peer, 36% had
cheated on an exam, 27% had sexual
intercourse, 23% had smoked a ciga-
rette, 20% tried to physically hurt some-
one, 12% got drunk, and 8% had used
an illegal drug. It seems like Christian
youth are more like nonchurched kids
than ever before.

For those of us in Christian youth
ministry, all this news should be an
encouragement to us. Yes, I did say
encouragement. After all, God promised
Isaiah, and us, that when the enemy shall
come in a like a flood, God will lift up a
standard against him and put him to
flight. We are God’s standard and we will
put the enemy to flight. No young person

is beyond God’s redemption regardless of
how far from Christ they may appear to be.

The trumpet of postmodernism does
herald some good news for the church as
well. First, many young people are quickly
realizing that most of what the world is
offering is empty and void of meaning,
One can only run so long on feelings
before they are left desensitized by a world
that doesn’t care and with a spirit that
longs for something deeper. Kids are more
spiritual than ever before as is reflected in
their music and media. However, it isn’t
the church that they are interested in. It is
Jesus. They distrust organized religion and
all that it represents. They long for rela-
tionships and someone to love them. That
someone is Jesus.

Second, it should be a wake-up call
to the church that the youth ministry
methodologies and attitudes of the sixties
aren’t going to cut it with this generation.
Young people are looking for someone to
listen, not to talk. They long for the
touch of a caring person, not another
program in which they become yet
another statistic. They desperately want
to find the truth lived out in the life of
someone who has time for them. The
challenge we face is making the seismic
shift to the new methodologies required
by third millennial ministry.

Yes Robyn, the world you are grow-
ing up in is nothing like the one of the
past. But it still is God’s world and He
still rules supreme.

Paul Robertson serves as the Director
Church and Family Resources, Youth
Unlimited/Toronto Youth for Christ.

Born and raised
Born in Hamilton, and moved to
Toronto the summer before grade four.

Personal background

I come from a purely Canadian fam-
ily-all of us born and raised here. I am a
Salvationist, which means that I attend
The Salvation Army. I am a fifth genera-
tion Salvationist, and I have attended The
Salvation Army since I was born.

When did you become a Christian?

I became a Christian at a very young
age. | was seven years old and I had gone
to Junior Soldiers, which is a children’s
program in the Army. The teacher taught
us about Jesus over the course of the year
and at the end of the year she asked us if
we wanted Jesus to live in our hearts. I
already felt that Jesus was living in my
heart but I knew that by signing the
pledge in front of the congregation of my
church that said I had accepted Jesus into
my heart, it would be a public gesture.
This way people could help to support
me as [ grew physically and spiritually.

What church do you attend? Are
you involved in any ministries at
church? Outside of church?

L attend The Salvation Army Oshawa
Corps. I was heavily involved with the
youth at my church. For my ministry for-
mation placement last year I, along with
four others, helped to run the youth
group as we had no youth pastor. I have
always taught Sunday School and helped
with youth events as well as participated
in most of the music sections of my
church. Outside of the church, I began to
get involved in the street runs run here at

acca Burditt

Tyndale but was not able to fully partici-
pate because I had to work to pay for
school. This coming year, however, I
have arranged it so that I will have time
to participate in street runs as well as the
worship team.

How did you come about enrolling
at Tyndale?

I had gone away to university and
did not like it. I realized that it wasn’t
where God wanted me. While I was
away, my parents had transferred to a dif-
ferent Army church, which I attended
when I came home for the summer. The
people I met at church helped direct me
to Tyndale. The deciding factor was a
youth retreat that I attended with these
same friends. God spoke to me at this
youth retreat through the guest
speaker-but mostly through my friends
and their examples. My family and
friends were very supportive of my deci-
sion. They realized once I was here that I
was the happiest I had ever been because
I had finally figured out, for the time
being, where God wanted me!

I enrolled at Tyndale for the fall
1999 and I was in the Leading Edge pro-
gram. [ am now in the Bachelor of
Religious Studies program.

Describe your Tyndale experience so
far.

My experience at Tyndale has been
good. I would highly recommend
Tyndale to anyone because I know that,
through anything, people here are caring,
loving and supportive in all that you do.
That is very encouraging to someone
who is struggling to figure what God
wants for them-like me!

What goals would you like to
accomplish at Tyndale?

My number one goal here at Tyndale
is to learn as much about God as I can
from all of my classes, professors and
friends. I hope to grow spiritually and be
able to someday pass on some of what I
have learned from others at Tyndale.

Where do you see yourself in five
years?

I see myself hopefully married with
children and working as a teacher or in
some sort of full-time ministry in the
church. Teaching English overseas is a
possibility that I would like to pursue.

What is your favourite book of the
Bible?

My favorite book of the Bible is
Esther. Even though God isn’t mentioned

once in the entire book, he is constantly
behind the scenes working things out for
good. This is encouraging when I some-
times can’t feel His presence as strongly
as I would like.

Hobbies outside of school?

They include music, playing the
piano, singing and just having fun with
my friends and relaxing before my next
paper is due.

Advice to prospective students

Take a one-year certificate to make
sure it's where God wants you and con-
tinue to pray and to ask friends, family,
and mentors to pray for you as you seek
God’s will. I believe that my life has
changed dramatically for the good
because of my experiences here at
Tyndale.
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The Christian Counsellor’s Role

by Annette Dekker, Adjunct
Professor of Counselling at Tyndale
Seminary

he large sign on the church
I roof challenged passer-bys:

“Do you need a marriage coun-
sellor? Ask God!” How can anyone
challenge this advice? Of course, we
can go to God in prayer about trou-
bles in our relationships. As a mar-
riage and family therapist, on my way
to an instructor’s meeting with col-
leagues, I wondered whether some
Christians see me as negative compe-
tition or irrelevant next to God. I also
wondered how people would respond
if the sign had read, “Do you need a
dentist? Ask God!”? Or how about,
“Do you need a mechanic? Ask God!”?

Clearly, while they may pray for
calm to handle the anxiety of a visit to
the dentist, people do not expect God
to pull their teeth or to replace their
fillings. People can and do experience
the grace of healing that comes from
God through the hands of a dentist.
People also experience the grace of
healing that comes from God through
the therapy of a marriage counsellor.
As a marriage and family therapist, 1
have been privileged to witness
growth and healing in family relation-
ships many times.

Many Christians respond differ-
ently to the role of therapist than they
do to other professionals. Some peo-
ple continue to hold notions about
therapy or counselling that suggest
that wounds in relationships are the
result of a lack of faith and that the
cure-all is “more faith or more
prayer.” Certainly faith and prayer

can be very rich
resources in difficult
times. But simplistic
conclusions about rela-
tionships and human
development often do a
great deal of harm to
people who struggle to
find peace within them-
selves and in their rela-
tionships. The complex-

trained and been super-
vised for several years in
order to meet the stan-
dards required by the
profession. Being a
Christian does not cut
this process short. Nor
does it mean that I have a
special claim on empathy,
warmth or compassion.
Being a Christian does

ity of psychological
dynamics within each
person, the intricate
dance between people and their fam-
ily members, the severity of emotional
illness, the damage caused by emo-
tional, physical and sexual abuse, as
well as intense reactions to loss and
grief demand more of a response than
“Pray about it.”

In addition to prayer and other
expressions of faith, Christians do
have the opportunity to consult with
professionals about personal and rela-
tional difficulties. Although they may
not care whether their dentist is a
Christian or not, when seeking out a
professional to deal with their per-
sonal issues, this often becomes a crit-
ical question. As a counsellor I have at
times been queried by potential
clients, not about the details of my
education, professional training or
style of therapy, but about my faith
life and church attendance. However,
the reality is that my being a Christian
does not qualify me as a good thera-
pist. Being a Christian does not make
a dentist a good dentist either.

A marriage and family therapist is
a professional who has been educated
at the graduate level, and who has

Annette Dekker, MSW

2000-2001
COLLEGE STUDENT COUNCIL

When College Student Council president Dan Oudshoorn looks at Tyndale, he sees
incredible potential. “I have a passion for the school—there is so much potential here,
and so many possibilities for teaching, community and ministry. | want to help people

use this opportunity for what it is.”

Student Council’s vision for the college this year is two-fold: to help students
deepen their relationships with God, and in turn, to gain a passion for, and involve-
ment in both the immediate and wider communities. Council hopes to facilitate this
growth in the student body by providing opportunities in leadership, missions and
evangelism, and encouraging students in their personal giftedness. A goal shared by
members is to be more active and visible in the community, going beyond planned
events and schedules, to share with people on a personal level.

Oudshoorn is entering his second year at the college this fall, and is working on
his BRS in Religious Studies. Tyndale's focus on missions is one of the reasons God led
him to the college, and he hopes to be serving in missions work in the future. The
annual retreat for the new college student council is scheduled for the end of August.
Members of the College Student Council for the 2000-2001 academic year are as fol-
lows: Dan Oudshoorn, President; Crystal Davidson, Vice President; Nancy Fletcher,
Administrative Assistant; Jami Fournier, Creative Arts Coordinator; Cindy Blanchfield,
Global Missions Coordinator; Matthew Thessian, Newspaper Editor; Sarah Greer,
Publicity Coordinator; Chris Graham, Social Activities; Jeff Burn, Sports Coordinator;
Jason Locke, Worship Coordinator; Jamie Riemer, Yearbook Editor.

mean that I hold values
and beliefs that are
important to me and that
I need to be aware how these may
affect the therapeutic process.
Therapists, Christian or not, are
taught how to recognize and deal
with the reality of their own values
and beliefs and how to respect the
values and beliefs of their clients.
This is an ethical requirement of the
profession. Christians can expect, and
request, that a therapist respects their
world and life view and works with
them on that basis.

Of course, people do find that
they have less explaining to do if they
choose a therapist who shares their
faith. They may also find it easier to
trust the therapeutic process, know-
ing that values about marriage and
family have some common Christian
basis. However it is also prudent for
people to inquire about the profes-
sional credentials that their potential
therapist holds. In the province of
Ontario there is as yet no licensing of
marriage and family therapists, as
there is for psychologists, for
instance, so it is important that peo-
ple inquire about a therapist’s qualifi-
cations. Asking others for recommen-
dations as well as trusting one’s intu-
itions on meeting a therapist are also
steps towards finding a professional
who can facilitate healing in relation-
ships and marriages.

Perhaps the sign might have read,
“Do you need a marriage counsellor?
Ask God, your pastor, and a good
friend to refer you to a professional
with excellent counselling skills.”

Annette Dekker is an Approved
Supervisor with the American
Association for Marriage and Family
Therapy.
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Born and raised
Glencoe, Ontario, and raised in
Lyndhurst Ontario.

Personal background

1 was baptized as an infant into
the Anglican Church, raised in United
Pentecostal Sunday School, and mar-
ried into the Independent Holiness
Church

1 was married to a Holiness pas-
tor for 18 years, until he left our fam-
ily in 1989. We have 5 children, all
adult now, and two are adepted. I1am
also a grandmother, and my youngest
daughter will be married Sept. 2. My
cultural descent is Anglo—Saxon. ;

When did you
become a
_ Christian?
I1becamea
Christian at the age
of 17. In my later
teens, I started hav-
ing nightmares ’
about the end times
and how Jesus was
returning and I was
the only one in my
tamily who was
ready. After I
accepted Christ, I
had another dream.
Jesus had performed
a miracle and there
Wwas green grass
growing, everything was fresh and
new. I have always looked back to
that dream as a personal confirmation
of my salvation. It’s probably been 30
years since that vision. My mother
told me that she thought being a
Christian was only a little better than
being on drugs. I've been the only
Christian in my family all those years.

What church do you attend?
When I'm home in Canada, [
attend the Kingston Standard Church.
Since I've been in Korea for 4 years, I
usually attend my boss’s church. Her

husband is a Methodist pastor.

Are you involved in any min-
istries at church? Outside of
church?

Sometimes I do “preaching”,
which is usually my testimony, but
lately, it’s more preaching and exhort-
ing from the Word of God. I speak
whenever I'm asked.

Describe your occupation.

For 4 years I've been teaching
English at a private Christian institute
in Chonan. I teach all levels of
English: from kindergarten (200 chil-
dren), to elementary children, middle
school, high school, university and
business. I even taught one semester
at Korea’s National Fire Academy
located here in Chonan. I also teach
in a boys’ middle school. I teach all
550 boys once each week, there are
15 classes, usually 45 boys in each
class. My teaching is usually conver-
sational English, and the grammar is
taught by Korean teachers.

Patricia Clark, MDiv

Clark, mpiv

(EDUCATIONAL MINISTRIES 1996)

Did you have any previous post-‘, :
secondary education, before
enrolling at Tyndale? ;

BA (Hons.) degree in Classical

Studies at Queen’s University in 1991.
1 had also taken some post-grad

courses at Queen’s when 1 couldn’t
find a suitable job. In 1972, I received
a first-year certificate at Brockville
Bible College, in Theology. 1 also
received a certificate in Travel and
Tourism from correspondence study
in 1991. ‘

'How did you come about

enrolling at Tyndale?
At first I had actually wanted to go
to Regent College, but being a single
- mom with five kids
and no money, 1
~ couldn’t make the
move to B.C.,so |
knocked on OTS’s
(now Tyndale) door
and was accepted. 1
figured that I could
commute every week
to Toronto from
Kingston and my chil-
dren were old enough
to look after them-
selves for a day and a
half each week.

Were your friends
and family support-
ive of this decision?

1 have a lot of non-Christian
friends, and they along with my
church family all urged me to go for it.
My parents, who were not Christian,
supported me too, because I needed a
good job to care for my family.

What goals did you set out to
accomplish with your Tyndale
education?

I think my Tyndale experience
was therapeutic. At school, I experi-
enced acceptance and love from people
who really cared about me. I also expe-
rienced people who weren’t too busy
to pray for me. As I studied about God,
in Old Testament courses, and
Systematic Theology, 1 learned new
concepts of the majesty, forgiveness,
mercy and love of God and Jesus
Christ.

Vision for life?

Probably to never give up, because
God has never forsaken us. Also, to
give to others what God has given
back to me-a wholeness and joy in my
life.

Favourite Bible verse.

Joshua 1:9: Be strong and of a
good courage, neither be thou dis-
mayed, for the Lord is with thee, wher-
ever thou goest. (Can’t you tell 1
learned the KJV when [ was little?) A
few years ago, I was facing surgery and
was so afraid of having no control over
the situation, I walked out of the hos-
pital the night before. But my daughter
gave me a little placard that said
“Don’t be afraid of tomorrow, God is
already there.” I have never forgotten
that and these two sayings have been a
benchmark in my life.

Tyndale Honours Dr. Stephen Roy

Left Photo: President
Brian C. Stiller, Lyn and
Stephen Roy at Stephen’s
farewell party on June 15.

Bottom Photo: Dr. Stephen

Roy (right) is presented

with a commemorative

__ plaque by President
~ Brian C. Stiller.

After completing his MDiv at Tyndale, Dr.
Stephen Roy started working in 1989 as
Registrar of the Seminary, and Director of
Admissions. He later assumed the role of Registrar of the College and Seminary,
and Director of Enrollment Services. Roy has done excellent work for Tyndale in
this crucial area, providing leadership for both College and Seminary Self-Studies,
understanding of accreditation issues and participating in accreditation teams for
The Association of Theological Schools on visits to several seminaries across North
America. In July, Roy left Tyndale to become the Dean of Emmanuel Bible College
in Kitchener, Ontario.
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OrteE 11HGE SHE

Truth is Stranger Than it Use
——— by J. Richard Middleto

ho are we? Where are we? What is wrong?

book Truth Is Stranger Than It Used To Be, Brian Wals R

Middleton present these worldview questions and educate us with a clear
understanding of the background of modernity and how we have shifted our think-
ing to postmodernity. From a biblical stance, they show us how we can approach
these questions with Scripture in mind.

The book’s eight chapters are written in a chiastic structure, which has the first
chapter tie in with the eighth, the second with the seventh, etc. The book outlines
the historical rise of our postmodern crisis, which allows for a clear understanding
and response to our present cultural state. Modernity tells us that the scientific
method and knowledge have become the power of our own existence. Walsh and
Middleton refer to the Tower of Babel, and how we have sought to gain a city of
identity for ourselves. In the postmodern world, this city is destroyed and we are liv-
ing in a culture that is reaping the bitter fruits of its own distorted ideals. The
authors explain that we are living in a “mall culture” and are wandering around with
consumer options. We have developed an inability to make a normative decision.

Does the Christian faith have the resources to address our present state? Walsh
and Middleton believe it does. They seek to return to the Scriptures to find answers
to the worldview questions raised by postmodern culture. Scripture speaks of God’s
passionate desire to hear our cries of desperation and to meet us in our need, turn-
ing our bondage into freedom. There is much to be said about the Creator’s love for
a world that has gone astray. How do we as Christians, however, practice this in the
context of belonging to a variety of social groups, which are shaped by cultural fac-
tors? The authors believe that we are called to be stewards of creation in response to
God’s gift of salvation. As the Scriptures transform our lives, we come to know that
the only way of understanding our present state is through the cross.

Walsh and Middleton offer an amazing book, which presents resources to
Christians living in a postmodern world. When cultural mistakes are made, there is
an all-knowing Comforter who is always present to meet us in our time of need.

Reviewed by Diane Stocker, Manager, Tyndale Bookstore

‘ Tynclale

Bookstore

houghtful Books for
. Thinking Christians.

is Stranger

$1950

*Plus applicable taxes f#

. Brian |. Walsh

Hours: Mon-Thurs 9 am to 7 pm
Fri 9 am to 4:30 pm, Sat 10 am to 4 pm

Tyndale College & Seminary

2 s (416) 226-6620 x2188 bookstore@tyndale.to
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by Rich Hutchings

he faith of Michael and Jennifer
I Morris has been tested repeat-

edly since they moved from
Trinidad to Canada to study at Tyndale
College & Seminary. They arrived in
Septemher 1994, and have faced finan-
cial hardship, health prob-
lems and racial discrimina-
tion, but through it all they
continue to radiate the love
and joy of the Lord.

Michael and Jennifer
both graduated from Tyndale
College in 1998 with
Bachelor of Religious
Education degrees, in the
Pastoral and Christian
Education programs, respec-
tively. They are also cur-
rently pursuing Master of
Divinity degrees at Tyndale
Seminary, Michael is in the
Pastoral studies program and
Jennifer is in the Counselling
program.

Michael’s first pastorate was at
Humber Boulevard Baptist Church, in
west Toronto, where he served as
Associate Pastor between May 1998
and November 1999. A month later, he
became Pastor at First Baptist Church
in downtown Toronto, where he cur-
rently ministers to a largely black con-
gregation.

The church was started in 1826 by
slaves who escaped to Canada via the
underground railroad. “It still is pri-
marily a black church,” said Michael.
About 80 to 85 percent of the congre-
gation is of Nova Scotian ancestry and
the rest is of Caribbean or African
ancestry. “We are interracial, but multi-
cultural.” Nova Scotia was, at one time,
part of the underground railroad.

Both Michael and Jennifer are from
Trinidad, where their three children,

David, 16; Mirayam, 13; and Judah, 9,
were all born. While in Trinidad,
Michael and Jennifer felt God’s call to
come to Canada, but they resisted at
first. “We got more and more involved
in ministry in Trinidad, thinking we
could placate God, but that call to
Canada remained very strong,” recalled

Jennifer credits Dr. Brian
Cunnington, head of the counselling
program at the Seminary, with also
helping her in her time of crisis. “Brian
himself has been a real tower of sup-
port,” she said, noting his advice to be
open and honest with their children
about the extent of her illness. As a
result, she said she has
found it easier to tell
others.

While Trinidad is
very open, Michael and
| Jennifer said they have
| encountered racism in
Canada. Michael was a
sales manager for a large
vehicle sales company
in Trinidad, and had
| about 40 people work-
ing under him. When he
came to Canada, he
took a sales job in a car
dealership. Michael said

Jennifer. Then, they were accepted at
Tyndale, which confirmed this call.

In December, 1998, Jennifer dis-
covered a lump in her breast, and a
month later, was diagnosed with breast
cancer. Since then, she has undergone
three surgeries and several radiation
treatments.

“It was a very anxious time, but
we're trusting God, and one of the
things that has kept me alive is the out-
pouring of love from the Seminary,”
she said. “You’re kind of walking one
day at a time and trusting God that
He'll give you the strength to do it.”

Jennifer admits that people often
comment on their joy, in spite of the
hurdles they’ve been through. “My doc-
tor said it wasn’t natural for me to be so
happy, and encouraged me to give
motivational talks to other patients. It’s
something real God has given us—joy,
peace and love.”

- that he had the sense
that he was treated as though he was
inferior because he was from a third-
world country. “Working at this dealer-
ship was both humbling and humiliat-
ing,” he said.

“Unfortunately, the discrimination
was not limited to just the workplace,
but the larger society in Canada,” said
Michael. “I think, unfortunately, we are
creatures of habit.” He suggested that
much of the problem may be due to the
fact that Canadians are what he calls
‘culturalcentric.” The attitude is, “We
are North American and we're ‘it’.”

Michael and Jennifer both took and
taught English as a Second Language
classes while at Tyndale College. “One
of the big things for me was recogniz-
ing the different cultures,” said
Michael. “Teaching ESL is not only
teaching the language, but teaching the
culture.”

“Up until we left Trinidad, most of
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our Christian life had been having to
walk by faith,” said Jennifer. “The lack
of money, having to let God provide,
the breast cancer—each one has been
taking us to a deeper level of faith. I
was diagnosed with an aggressive form
of cancer, yet 17 months later, I'm still
walking around and have faith that
God is somehow going to keep me.”

Seminary Student Council
President Mineela Chand is a
leader with a vision.

“My goal is to help the council develop their lead-
ership skills,” says Chand. “Christians in leader-

ship are very important, but for some reason, not a
lot of them are involved in it. Tyndale is a great
training ground for discovering what it means to be
a godly leader.”

The theme for this year’s seminary council is
“Inside Out,” which, according to Chand, means to
focus on and be obedient to God’s calling. Another
goal of Chands is to focus on community, which
will entail fostering relationships between seminary
students, and between seminary and college stu-
dents.

President Mineela Chand

(BACK ROW, LEFT TO RIGHT):
Marc Cannemeyer (Vice-
President), Tonya Belbin
(Missions Coordinator)

Chand will enter her second year of the Master of
Divinity in Counselling program in the fall of
2000. Prior to enrolling at Tyndale, Chand gradu-
ated with a Bachelor of Science with a psychology
specialist from the University of Toronto, after
completing her first two years of this degree at
Trinity Western University. She and her husband
Harry attend Rexdale Alliance Church.

(FRONT ROW, LEFT TO RIGHT):
Suneal Pal (Worship
Coordinator), Mineela
Chand (President),
Glenda Samuels-
Greenidge (Community
Life Coordinator)
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Regional Resource Consultant.

Arab World Ministries, P.O. Box 3398,
Cambridge, ON, N3H 4T3.

blessings.

Chinese Chapter of the Tyndale Alumni Association
& the 12th Anniversary of the Chinese Ministry Program

May 21, 2000
at the Century Palace
Chinese Restaurant in |

Markham, Ontario.

Group photo of Chinese alumni

who attended the inauguration ) ’ : - . :
dinner on May 21, 2000 B . Academic Dean of the Seminary, Dr. Jeff
. ’ ] i Greenman, receiving a gift from Dr. Carver
Yu, Vice President of China Graduate School
of Theology.




If you have alumni news you would like to contribute, please call Sandra Rayner, alumni coordinator,

at (416) 218-6789 or toll free at 1-877-TYNDALE. The e-mail address is alumni@tyndale.to

To Our Alumni
...from Life Long Learning

Recently my husband and I celebrated our 25th wedding
anniversary with a three-week holiday in Europe. We had a
fabulous time relaxing and enjoying the very different cultures
and scenery — really a trip full of memories! But when we
finally landed in Toronto and our son picked us up at the air-
port, it felt so good to be home. Here were our friends and our
family and it was wonderful to be among them again.

That's why you are so important to us — when you involve
yourself with us, it is like coming home after being away for a

9:00 am

Enjoy a Formal
fchedule of

11:00 am

Homecoming 2000

Life Long Learning Drama Seminar by Nick and
Joy Hunter ($10 fee; please register in advance)

Lecture by Dr. Peter Larisey “The Open and
Compassionate Eye: How Christians Can Look at
Modern and Contemporary Art” (Free for Alumni)

long time. You help us keep that sense of connectedness and continuity that helps
us not to feel so alone in the world. When I speak with alumni who have come back
to campus for a spring or summer school course, or even a Life Long Learning
event, I sense that comfortable feeling of coming home. This is a good thing; we all
need to belong to something more than our own sphere of living.

I want to specially invite you to join us for another wonderful opportunity to
experience this ‘coming home’ feeling. Saturday, September 30th is our Alumni
Homecoming. We have combined it this year with the Art Exhibition and
Competition which should only add to the enjoyment of the day. A special lecture,
storytelling and drama workshops and a very special dinner with entertainment are
also part of the day’s events. I know you will enjoy yourself — so plan to be with us.

1look forward to meeting you on this much anticipated day. Until then, may
God bless and enrich your life with wonderful experiences of His joy and presence.

Warmly,

o D e

Patricia Webb
Dean, Life Long Learning

1:00 pm  Art Exhibition Viewing

2:00 pm  Opening reception and awards ceremony of the art
competition and exhibition. Theme: “Evidence of
Things Unseen: Expressions of Christian Faith.”

Events

3:30 pm  Counselling Workshop by Dr. Brian Cunnington
(Free admission)

L 4

i

H

! 4:00 pm Life Long Learning Storytelling Seminar by

! Gail Fricker ($10 fee; please register in advance)
¥
@

6:00 pm  Banquet ($25/ticket)

OR Meet friends and
Former (lassmates

For assistance in organizing a class reunion
any time during Homecoming, please contact
Sandra Rayner at Tyndale (ext. 6789). She would be happy to

help you arrange the times, locations and hospitality services
best suited for your alumni get-together.

You AR HAVE YOUR N A e 00!
faturday September 30, 2000

For more information on Homecoming call
Sandra Rayner at 416.226.6620 ext. 6789 or contact
Joan Pike at ext. 2109 to register for workshops.

Host g interational studeng,

Each year, Tyndale has the exciting opportu-
nity of hosting international students from all
over the world who have come here to study.
These students bring spiritual, cultural and expe-
riential diversity to both the College and
Seminary. Their presence and contributions chal-
lenge us as we seek to be Christians who care about
what God is doing throughout the world.

Some students come alone, others with spouses or fami-
lies. Some live in the Tyndale residence, others live off campus. All need to be wel-
comed to Canada. Can you help us extend the love of Christ to these international
students as they arrive and throughout the year? We are looking for people to:

o pick up students at the airport in early September and early January
o offer hospitality, especially for Thanksgiving, Christmas, Easter meals
o clonate winter clothing for a Clothing Drive

o provide rides to churches in Toronto

If you can help, please contact Sara Leggett, International Student Coordinator,

at (416)226-6620 ext. 2130. . . i
We are accepting nominations from college and (

./ seminary alumni for the Distinguished Alumni  \
\  award which is presented in May. Please send ;"
Sandra the name of your nominee and a brief
explanation for your nomination. Faculty at the
college and seminary will vote on the finalists.

Nominee Name:

Contribution to Secular and Christian Life:

Plus... : Class Gatherings & §pec1al Features

INTRODUCING THE ALUMNI CARD?

Beginning this Fall, the ALUMNI CARD will be tF
only identification you will need to access on-camp
discounts and special services. We need your
to launch the card. Please contact the alumni offi
to arrange delivery of your card.

Nominator Name and Telephone Number:
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Faculty and

Winston Ling, VP Finance and
Administration, gave a work-
shop on “Financial Stress:
Leading Schools Through Lean
Times" at the 42nd Biennial
Meeting of The Association of
Theologlcal Schools in Toronto June 17-19.
The theme of the Biennial meeting was
“Continuity and Change: The Contexts of
Leadership in Theological Schools.”

Professor Mark Husbands,
Director, Spring/Summer
School & Extension Education,
and Professor of Theology,
delivered a paper on “Spirit
and the 'Use’ of Scripture: n
Hermeneutics and Divine Action” at The
Open Book and Scholarship conference
between August 16-19, 2000 at Redeemer
College. His paper was offered in the
“Reading, Rhetoric and a Christian
Hermeneutic” session.

George Sweetman, Dean of
Students, attended two stu-
dent development confer-
ences recently. The first was
from March 24-26 in
Pittsburgh, sponsored by The
Association of Theological Schools in the
United States and Canada, called “New
Horizons: Emerging Trends in Student
Personnel Work in Theological Schools.”
The second was “Gloria Deo: One Heart,
One Voice”, from June 5-8 in Upland,
Indiana at Taylor University, sponsored by
the Association of Christians in Student
Development.

Dr. Roy Matheson, Professor
of New Testament at the
Seminary, preached at Knox
Presbyterian Church on June
28, 2000 for the Knox
Summer Fellowship. In the

fall, he will continue his work in splrltual

warfare, training FEBInternational mission-
aries on September 13, and on September
28, conducting a seminar for Toronto area
pastors of the Christian Reformed Church.

Rev. Dr. David Sherbino,
Professor of Pastoral Studies
at the Seminary, attended the
"Welcoming New Christians”
conference at Calvin
Seminary in Grand Rapids
from May 24-26, hosted by the Reformed
Church of America, the Presbyterian Church
USA, The Christian Reformed Church, and

Staff Notes

the Evangelical Lutheran Church of
America. He also had a busy summer, teach-
ing an intensive course on Ministry and
Spiritual Leadership in June at South Asia
Institute for Christian Studies in Bangalore,
India, where he is an adjunct professor, and
conducting a church ministry consultation
with the leadership of the Banaswadi
Church. He also spent a week in Nepal, visit-
ing with his son Jonathan, who is working
with the Presbyterian Church in Canada as a
4th year medical student at the United
Mission to Nepal Hospital in Tansen.

Dr. Keith Bodner presented a
paper at the Canadian
Congress of the Social
Sciences and Humanities at
the University of Alberta in
Edmonton, May 24-27 2000.

The paper was entitled, "Nathan: Prophet,
Politician, and Novelist?" He and his wife
Coreen recently gave birth to a baby girl,
Victoria, born at North York General on
June 27th.

Dr. Brian Cunnington,
Professor of Counselling
Ministries at the Seminary,
attended the "Psychotherapy
into the 21st Century” confer-

; ence in Toronto and the
“Searching for Meaning: the New
Millennium” conference in Vancouver
hosted by the International Network for
Personal Meaning. He also obtained his Eye
Movement Desensitization Reprocessing
(EMDR) certification over the summer, and
worked on an article entitled "Just Therapy
and the Politics of Redemption.” His work
on his book, The Storied Life: Narrative
Perspectives for Christian Counselling con-
tinues.

At the annual meeting of the
Canadian Philosophical
Association, held at the
University of Alberta on May
27, Dr. Richard Davis, Director
of the Leading Edge program,
and Professor of Philosophy, Tyndale
College, was one of three respondents to a
talk given by Alvin Plantinga on the subject
of his new book Warranted Christian Belief
(Oxford, 2000). Davis' forthcoming paper in
the Heythrop Journal (Vol. 41, Issue 4) is
entitled "James Fodor's Christian Theory of
Truth: Is it Christian?"

Congratulations to Bob Derrenbacker, the
new Associate Dean of the Seminary, and
his wife Cindy, on the birth of their 8 Ib. 15
oz. baby boy named Jack, a brother for
Chloe, on June 21, 2000.

Dr. Barbara Leung Lai,
Professor of Old Testament
and Co-Director of the Chinese
Ministry Program, taught her
course “Wisdom Literature of
the Old Testament” at the
Reformed Institute for Christianity & 21st
Century, at the American University in
Washington, D.C. from July 10 to 15, 2000.

Dr. John Kessler, Professor of
Old Testament at the
Seminary, will be on sabbatical
from September 2000 to May
2001, and has been named
Senior Resident for the year
at Massey College, University of Toronto.

Tyndale is pleased to
announce the appointment of
Dr. Jon Ohlhauser as Vice
President for Marketing and
Enrolment, effective July 1,
2000. Ohlhauser has a Ph.D. in £
Communication from Regent Unlver5|ty in
Virginia Beach, Virginia. Most recently, he was
an Assistant Professor in Communication
Studies at Atlantic Baptist University in
Moncton, New Brunswick.

Scriptural Eyeglasses for a Christian Worldview

continued from page 1

been able to see before. Things jumped
into focus. I had had no idea what I had
been missing. The clock on the wall
suddenly had numbers. The people
across the street suddenly had faces.
Signs suddenly had individual words
instead of blurs. It was scary!

The Psalmist who wrote “The heav-
ens declare the glory of God” was a
believer who had the Torah, the written
revelation of God to His people. This
Psalmist was a member of the Chosen
People, to whom God had given His
written word, the Scriptures. That is
why the glory of God is so evident to
the Psalmist in nature—because the
Scriptures were the eyeglasses worn to
correct the distorting influence of sin.

This need of sinful human beings to
have the eyeglasses of Scripture to cor-
rect for the distorted “spiritual eye dis-
ease” of sin is why a Christian univer-
sity-college education is so important.
The purpose of a university-college edu-
cation is the pursuit of truth, and we
need to study nature (whether it is in

biology or English) using the eyeglasses
of Scripture to help us see clearly what
is really there. Those words on the signs
that I could see after I put my glasses on
had been there all along. The fact that I
could not see them was not the fault of
the sign painter who made them or the
highway crews who erected them. The
fault was mine alone. It was a problem
in my perception of the reality that had
been there all along.

Sometimes people ask: “Why does
God not reveal himself to me in an
indisputable and overwhelmingly pow-
erful way as he did to people in the
Bible?” The fact is that he already has.
That is why Jesus said:

“The eye is the lamp of the body. If
your eyes are good, your whole body
will be full of light. But if your eyes are
bad, your whole body will be full of
darkness.” (Matthew 6:22-23a)

All of us need the eyeglasses of
Scripture in order to view the world as it
really is.

Money Matters Life Insurance: Your Gift Made Easier

3

by Ann Barnard Ball
Manager, The Tyndale Foundation

One thing almost everyone has, but few
think of giving away, is a life insurance policy.
Life insurance is most commonly purchased for
the protection of surviving family members from
economic losses due to death. However, a life
insurance policy is also a way you can make a sig-
nificant contribution to a cause that is important
to you.

Example 1:

You can transfer the ownership of a “paid-up”
policy, to an institution like Tyndale College &
Seminary.

By transferring the ownership of your life
insurance policy, an institution like Tyndale will
collect the death benefit.

You would receive a tax receipt for the cash
surrender value of the policy when the ownership
is transferred.

Benefits

1. Your premium pavments are relatively
small

2. Your estate remains intact

3. An institution lik dale College &
Seminary receives the cash value or death
benefit

Example 2:

You can transfer the ownership of a life insur-
ance policy which still has premiums owing on it.

By transferring this type of policy to an insti-
tution like Tyndale, you would be entitled to a
tax receipt for the cash surrender value when the
policy is donated, and for all subsequent premi-
ums you pay. Tyndale would then receive the
death benefit from this policy.

Example 3:
You can name an institution like Tyndale
College & Seminary as the primary beneficiary of

a life insurance policy.

This method does not result in any tax bene-
fits to you, but will provide a financial death ben-
efit to the institution named as the beneficiary.

There are many more options for gifting of
this nature. Another such example is Wealth
Replacement Life Insurance, which allows you to
maintain the size of your legacy to your heirs
while at the same time providing a contribution
of the same size to an institution like Tyndale
College & Seminary through the purchasing of a
life insurance policy.

When considering donations of this nature,
there are additional tax issues with which your
financial planner or insurance agent can assist
you. If you have any questions about gifts of life
insurance, or are interested in making a gift to
Tyndale College & Seminary, please contact me
at ext. 2707, or via e-mail at aball@tyndale.to




