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the church, and the idea that past methods of communicat-
ing the faith must be abandoned. The letter closes by stating
that it is acceptable to hold to an Americanism which values
praiseworthy aspects of American culture, but any Ameri-
canism which leads to the condemned errors, or seeks to
make the American Catholic Church different from the rest
of the Catholic church, should be rejected.

Legacy in US Catholicism

Testem Benevolentiae is a landmark document in the history
of US Catholicism, and signals the beginning of a period in
which progressive Catholic views were stifled and marginal-
ized. Although Hecker was not condemned, many associated
him with supposedly heretical views. Catholic theologians in
the early twentieth century, therefore, hesitated to advance
views that advocated any kind of accommodation to con-
temporary culture. This trend continued and intensified
after the condemnation of modernism by Pius X in 1907.
As the Catholic church assumed a more open posture in the
mid-twentieth century, scholars began to revisit the debate,
and a more nuanced portrait of Hecker and the broader
Americanist movement emerged.
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