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West Hill United church

As ayoung Christian who is deeply
interested in the events which are
taking place within the Christian
community, I found myself instantly
drawn to the news of a church
whose pastor had recently come out
as being an atheist. The West Hill
United church’s pastor, Gretta
Vosper, has been working within
the church for many years and has
always spoke of questioning a
higher power and how things truly
work beyond our finite concep-
tions, but it was not until the begin-
ning of this year that Gretta’s views,
which were often considered to be
controversial, were brought to the
immediate attention of the public.
In the first few months of this year
Gretta began to officially recognize
herself as an “atheist,” which took
many Christians by surprise as a
recognized member of the church
had now outwardly classified herself
as being a person who does not
believe in the existence of God.

This past Sunday, October
9, I decided to go to the West Hill
United church and listen to what
Gretta had to say, what message she
sends to her congregation, and how
the Christian community is to
respond to her teachings. Unfortu-
nately, Gretta was on a trip to New
Zealand where she was at a confer-
ence speaking about moving past a
theist God. Scott Kearns, the musi-
cal director for the church, travelled
to New Zealand with Gretta and
sent a letter back to their congrega-
tion regarding their trip. Scott
wrote that Gretta was given a

tremendous amount of support at
the conference and that the other
attendees were saddened to hear of
the way in which her denomination
has been handling this issue of a
new self-proclaimed atheist choos-
ing to stay as a pastor at her church.
Further, the people at the confer-
ence were quite happy when they
learned that Gretta’s congregation
is standing by her during this trying
time and thus commended her for
standing up for her cause, to preach
love and inclusivity without speak-
ing of or worshipping any sort of a
higher power, or more specifically
of God.

As I walked through the
doors at the church [ was immedi-
ately welcomed by long-time mem-
bers of the congregation and I was
given a nametag to put on to enable
others to know my name, as it was
my first time attending. Upon
entering the chapel, my eyes were
drawn to the rainbow-colored
ribbons dressing the ceiling and the
First Nations art pieces. As per the
traditions of the United denomina-
tion, they pride themselves on their
inclusivity of and advocacy for the
LGBTQ community. The First
Nations art pieces are placed both
inside and outside of the church as
itis built “on the traditional territo-
ry of the Mississaugas of the New
Credit First Nation’s lands which
lands were previously occupied by
the Seneca and Huron Wendat First
Nations.” The right side of chapel
was filled with rows of chairs, as
opposed to pews which are more

common in churches. The left side
of the chapel was still lined with
pews but the congregation intends
to have them removed in the, near,
future.

After the service had started,
I became overwhelmed with an
extreme sense of sadness as the
congregation at this church speaks
of people and places around the
world who need help and hope that
peace will go to them but do not
ground their hopes for peace in
God. They often speak of “the
light” and occasionally use the word
“amen” but they do not root these
words in any sort of belief in God. It
is in times of strife and sorrow that
we should lean on God to be our
guiding light. By the congregation
of this church not outwardly wor-
shipping God, they seem to be
missing out on the true love and
peace that comes with believing in
God. While I do acknowledge the
importance of having an institution
within our current society which
one can go to and freely express
their belief in some higher power,
but not necessarily God, I do not
think that a “church” is the right
place for this type of worship. As
Christians I think that we should
pray for this congregation in their
time of doubt and questioning and
attempt to show them the true light
which can only be received through
the worship of our Lord Christ
Jesus.

Paulina Roberts
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Beauty Matters

As a child [ remember plunking
down a huge pile of scrap paper on
the floor in my living room and
spending entire afternoons doo-
dling whatever came to mind.
Sometimes it was faces of charac-
ters that I’d come up with for short
stories, the occasional imaginary
monster and quite a few wild
animals.

Sketching away with those orange
pencils has been a part of my life as
long as I can remember, with
acrylic paint getting thrown into
the mix in more recent years. I find
it inspiring and enjoyable to see the
finished products.

For me, however, talking about
“art” feels superficial. Often the
word “art” conjures up tacky
images of colour wheels and badly
painted landscapes that a hotel
manager thought would brighten
the place up.

Physical art — whether it’s a paint-
ing, pencil drawing or a play - is
the fruit of a mind that is alive, with
the imagination at work, showing
internal and external realities.
Through good art, we are confront-
ed with the glory, sorrow and
mystery of human life in all its
intricacies in a moment of power
and awe.

Art has lost its place in the church
and society as a whole because the
imaginative core of humanity has

been neglected, and instead society
focuses its effort and attention on
whatever can make us most pro-
ductive and efficient. With every
waking hour full of activity, moving
from a day of school, to 3 different
extracurriculars on different week-
nights, and then the pile of home-
work always looming with our
phone constantly buzzing in our
pockets, life can become shallow.
We often lose sight of transcen-
dence and avert our gaze from

mystery.

Artis a product of curiosity and the
experience that results. Itis culti-
vated by a rich understanding and
experience of the lives we live. If
we drown our sense of wonder with
the ravaging influences of unre-
strained technology, superficial
friendships and a cold monotony of
day-by-day life, the effects are

obvious.

We will not be able to be floored by
the depths of beauty, truth and
goodness that God allows us to
experience in the world He has
created. Our senses will be dulled
and emotions fogged.

To fully receive our inheritance of
joy and be effective as Christians,
we need to engage with the beauty
that surrounds us and show that
God is the creative mind behind it
all. Passion cultivates passion.

That’s the job of the Christian

artist — to pierce the heart of an
increasingly uninterested and
vapid culture with the fiery sword
of the Spirit through artistic repre-
sentations of reality.

We need to do away with the idea
of art as being mere “inward
expression” and instead see itas a
remoulding of God’s already creat-
ed order, which we can present in
fresh and powerful ways through
imaginative work of artistic con-
struction.

“Sub-creation,” as J.R.R. Tolkien
termed it, is the re-crafting of
elements of God’s imaginative,
active Logos that hold together the
natural order of existence on a
second-by-second basis.

The work of the artist is not to
engage in creative self-expression,
but rather to render the deep truth
of things in a way that strikes and
resonates in a threefold experience
of truth, beauty and goodness.

Good art enlivens and inspires, it
quickens the soul to act or else
brings restful peace and a spiritual
stirring that is often unexplainable.

We’ve all encountered this connec-
tion at some point, whether it’s the
ecstatic rush while watching Les
Miserables, (it is important to me
to include the “Les Miserables”
example)

the profound sense of closeness we
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