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APOCALYPTIC REVELATION IN THE GOSPEL OF JOHN

“You are from below (éx Té&v xdtw), and I am from above (éx T&v &vw). You are from this world,
and I am not from this world (& odx et éx ol xbéopov TovTow).” The statement clearly reveals
a transcendent reality; Jesus is not from earth but from heaven. Again, in 8:42, he says that
he has come from God (&x To8 8eo¥; cf. mapé Beol, 9:33). The revealed cosmology of the Gospel
is obvious in Jesus’s statements in the last discourse, where he claims to have come from the
Father (13:3; 16:27-30; 17:8). Further evidence of the Johannine revelation of a transcendent
spatial reality is noticeable in Jesus’s trial with Pilate. Implying that Pilate is correct that Jesus
is a king, Jesus tells Pilate that his kingdom is not of this world (0dx €T éx T8 %écpou TodTov,
18:36). Pilate himself only has authority, Jesus says, because it has been given to him from above
(Bvwbey, 19:11).

Jesus is not only a heavenly figure who is not from this world, but he will also return to
heaven from this world (cf. Wisdom in 1 Enoch 42). Hints of this return are noticeable in his
ascent mentioned in 3:13, and again, in 6:62 and 20:17. As the Gospel progresses, Jesus speaks
about his going away, which is the same as his returning to the Father in heaven, the one who
sent him (7:33; 8:14, 21-22; 13:3, 33, 36; 14:4-5; 14:28; 16:5, 10, 17; cf. 3:8 of the Spirit). “The Jew’s”
and Jesus’s own disciples’ lack of knowledge about where he is from (néfev) contrasts his heav-
enly origin with those from this world (7:27-28; 8:14, 22; 9:29-30; 14:5; 19:9)."°

While the Gospel of John does not unveil levels of heaven or astronomical details, it does
reveal a spatial transcendence. Heaven does exist and Jesus is from heaven and is returning to
heaven. Similar to the Jewish apocalypses, John's Gospel reveals that Jesus is an otherworldly
being from an otherworldly region.

“Otherworldly Beings” in the Gospel of John

While the Gospel discloses the existence of heaven and earth (“otherworldly regions”) and of
Jesus as an otherworldly being, the Gospel also indicates the existence of more otherworldly
beings. Although angels make little appearance in the Gospel, they are depicted as ascending
and descending on the Son of Man (1:51), and two angels are seen by Mary when she looks into
the tomb after Peter and John depart (20:12-13). The appearance and description of these two
angels is only briefly mentioned, but such brevity is typical of most depictions of otherworldly
figures in Jewish apocalypses (1 Enoch 20:1-8; 4 Ezra 4:1; 5;14; 10:30; 2 Baruch 55:3).

Another otherworldly figure in John's Gospel is the “ruler of this world” (6 &pxwv To xdopov
Toutol, 12:31; 14:30; 16:11). This figure is also called Satan (6 catavés, 13:27), the devil (6
didBorog, 8:44; 13:2; cf. 6:70), and the evil one (6 movnpés, 17:15), yet as both Jutta Leonhardt-

16. Ashton, Understanding, 493, comments that néfev has an important revelatory function in the Gospel.
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