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By way of a Mo de fl Challenge, and Addre/s, to the 
Britiih Jacobites to Anfwer what is here /aid.

Countrymen, .

TH 0 ! be a declared Enemy to your Caufè, yet I 
am fö far from being an Enemy to your Perfonsj 
that 1 have on purpofe Written the following Difcourïè, 

in order to promote your real and lading Good. And 
therefore, tho’ I have directed this Prefatory Epiftle to 
you, by the Name of a Challenge, as well 2s Addre/s ; 
yeti have qualified that feeming roughneis of -Stile, 
not only by calling it a Modell Challenge·, but byfhew- 
ing you in what rèfpefts it is juftly ftil’d fo ; feeing I 
demand no more of you, than mere Civility and com­
mon Juftice, do oblige you and all Men to, in all Ca­
fes, viz. to hear â Man and his Diicouriè out, before 
either he be Cenfufd or Condemned, or the Caufe he 
pleads for; and, in cafe, he be in the righty to do your 
felves, as well as him’ that Juftice, as to Aflcnt to the 
Verity of what he fays; efpecially if it relate to Mat­
ters of the Higheft Importance, and fuch Points alfo, 
wherein we our felves, and all that is dear to us, both 
in reference to this World and the other, are deeply 
and immediately concerned.

As for fuch of you, as are real Proteftants, and call 
your felves High Church Men, barely in oppofition to 
thofe that you conceive ill Thoughts of, as Enemies to 
the Eftabliiht Church ; either becaufe they Dijfent from 
it, in point of Rites and Government ; or becaufe, tho״

O
8C

/O
TS

 Li
br

ar
y



Ihe Préfacé.
Con for miß! themfelves, yet they aie not for PerfecuiiH^ 
fuch Men, but for Tolerating them, upon the fcore of 
publick Peace :־!־would hope, that Arguments drawn 
from the horrid Principles and dreadful Butcheries of 
the Romifl} Religion and Patty might have fome influ- 
ence uponjou, and,put a damp upon your־ Spirits, in 
driving too furioufly in Conjunction with fuch Men, ir. 
order to fettle,one־ of that Religion on the Throne, 
merely upon the fuppofecf Righteoufnefs of his Title 
and Claim, by vertue either of a pretended or even reai 
Hereditary-Right that way. For you cannot I think, 
but know, that it is an Univerfally received Principle 
and Rule among the Romanifts, that no Faith ought to 
be kept with Hereticks ·, and the moft Wicked, Inhuman 
and Barbarous means* that can be ufed to promote the 
Ends of the Court and Church of Rome, ceafe to be Evil! 
and become Lawful* Laudable and fuft, when they are 
ufed for fuch pùrpofes * for nothing is more Current a- 
nongthem, than this Maxim, which they thus exprefs 

.concifely, A good end does■ always fanUifie the means. 
And this ! do not barely fpeak from hear-iay, or from 
reading, but from Experience and Converfation with 
Noted Perlons of that Communion, and particularly

■with their Priefts; fome of whom have roundly-told 
me, That could the French King deftroy and extirpate all 

■ the Hereticks in the World* tho’ he fhould even Maßacre 
them in cold Blood, he would not only do the moß Glori- 
ous Atlion in the World, but the mofl Aderitorious one 
alfo. ■And I (hall never forget what acctlrr’d to me, in 
a Difputé which I once had, in the late King fames’s 
time, with an Englijh fefuit and a German Fryer of 
the Auguftin Order, in Company of a French Prieft, 
who ieem’d to be a Dominican । viz. that they agreed 
in this Determination, that it was not only as Lawful* 
but much more fo, for Cathohcks to Extirpate Hereticks, 
if l hey had an opportunity to do fo, than it was for Aden , 
to deftroy Vermin that inf died a Country. An Exprefli· . 
on, which 1 have had the more reafon to recall to my ;

thoughts, '



The Preface, 
thoughts, fince the time, that I read it again, almoftin ־ 
the very fame Words, in a Sermon of the Famous Dr. 
Sacbeverel, tho’ applyed by him to the Proteftant Dif- 
/enters only, or rather principally. But, in Cafe he do 
not mean the Proteßant Church of England tacitly alfo 
ip that Horrid Sentence of his, ( as I apprehend he does, 
feeing he has of late Reprefented thofe of the Chuicb, 
under the Name of Fal/e Brethren., and as thofe that de· 
ferve ־Extirpation, on that account more than the very 

themfelves) I could wiih that both he and 
his Party would allow themfelves to think of the fequel 
of this Story,with fome ferions compofure of Mind.Now 
when! had ihlsConference with thofe Men, a Gentle- 
man of Cambridge, a Mafter of Arts, who happen’d to 
be affifting to me, in this DiTpute, asked them, if they 
made no difference between the Epifcopal Church of Eng- 
land and other Proteßants, feeing Epifcopacy was re-. · 
tain’d in England, together with all the moil Decent 
Ceremonies of the Romifb Church. They anfwered, wjth 
Deteftation, that a Judas was worfe than a Pilate, and 
Falfe Brethren more deteßable than Open Enemies. And 
one of them fcoffingly faid, that tho1 the Ape was a 
greater mimick of Human AQions than the Curr that 
fnarl’d and bark’d ; yet there was no Creature that 
Man defpis’d and abhorred more.

Now in cafe you Dream, that your Young Prince 
will become a Proteßant High Church Alan, at lift, af- 
ter Two and Twenty Years Education in the äwzz/ä and 
French Religion·, pray allow me to tell you Two fhort 
Stories more, both of them true, and fuch as many alive 
know to be fo, and could eafily be attefted if need were. 
But indeed the Firß wants no Evidence at all, feeing 
the French Court and that of St. Germains have Autho- 
rized the Publication thereof. It is this, That the late 
King fames, with his dying breath, charg’d his Young 
Names fake, never to change bis Religion, and. alwys to 
look on the French Kingas his Pat her. Unleis therefore 
you can imagine, that his French Father oiFdian Ado· 
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iber, will countercharge him to turn Proteftant, atjhis 
time of day, you can never hope that he will be a Con- 
vert of the prefent Proteftant Church of England. And, 
as for his Italian Mother,. take this fécond Story ; which 
is as certain a Truth as the former, tho’ not fo general- 
ly known. A St. Germans Gentleman, having been 
long Refident in England, in the late Reign, in order 
to promote his Mafters Intereft, and having Travelled 
up and down for that end, and thus attained to make a 
tolerable Eftimate of the ftrength of the feveral Parties, 
as things then Rood, which was fome Years before the 
Aßaßination ־Plot broke out 5 did, upon his return to 
that Court, tell that Queen, that he knew no way to 
bring her Son to the Throne but one, and that would 
effe&ually do it, viz. to fend him over to the Arch- 
bifhop of Canterbury or Fork, to be Educated in the Re. 
ligion Eßablißed in the Nation. But how was this mo- 
tion entertain’d by her. Why, the Colour rofe in her 
Face, and her fury was fuch, as to make her vent her 
Sence with violent motions of her Body, and in Words 
to this purpofe 5 I had rather take him and daß: out his 
 Brams with my own Hands. A faying very unlike that־
of the true Mother, in 1 Kings 3; 2 6. but very like 
that of the other, that laid Claim to the Child falily.

But, leaving this Chimerical hopes of yours, which 
yet many now are ftrangely gull’d, viz. that this young 
FravcZ׳ and Gentleman will become, in,time, a 
true Protcßant of the Church of EnglandI come to ׳ 
fpeak and reafon the Cafe with you all, whither you 
be Papifls or Proteßants, upon another Topick and 
Head of Argument drawn from your felves, as you are, 
all equally Native Britains. And this I had principal- 
ly ir. my Eye, when I Inicrib’d this Epiftle to you, as 
BritiP) Jacobites, in oppofition to the French, who in- 
tend only to make ule of you, as the Baboon did the 
Cuts Foot, to pull his Chefhuts out of the Fire. And, 
it was therefore with this view, that I faluted you in 
the front of this Preface, under the Friendly Denomi- 
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nation 0F Countrymen, !tho’Icould not, in reference to 
the prefent Controveriy, add the Epithet of Honeß äS I 
afterwards do to others; becaufè, as I'ihall Demon- 
ftrate in the following Difcourfe, you are not really in 
the Interefts of your Country, but imbark’d with its 
Old and Inveterate Enemies the French·, in order to 
deftroy it, and make it a poor Appendicle of that great 
Monarchy, to the perpetual Inüaving and Impoveriflj- 
ing your felves and Pofterity/ as well as all your Conn- 
trymen befides.

Now in order, if poffible, to convince you of thiSj 
allow me to Copy out what you may find Publiih’d, in 
a Pamphlet, Entitled, A True Hißory of the Horrid 

Conf piracy to Affaffinate K. William, &c. Fr inted for 
John Salisbury, at the Rifing Sun in Cornhill, 1696. 
Where the Author give us this Story, p. 30, 31. ‘ A- 
4 bout this time, fays he, (i. e. about the beginning of ■ 
* April, 1696. ) We had an Account by private Letters 
‘ from France, of the following fecret Scheme and De- 
• fign againft King William and his Dominions of Great 
ί Britain and Ireland, as laid down by the French King 
1 and his Confidents, ( which King fames and his Bri· 
* tiff Friends, were to know almoft nothing of ) viz. 
4 That, as foon as the Frince of Orange ihould be Af- 
‘ faffinated, that is, as foon as this ihould be known at 
ς Calais, by the Signal, which was agreed to be given 
‘ from Dover Cliffs -, Immediately King fames was to 
4 go Aboard, and to Land with an Army of 10000 Men, 
4 and that foon afters without theleaft delays. Twenty 
‘ Thoufand Veteran French Troops (׳which were brought 
* thither before hand) were immediately to Imbark, with 
‘ all hafte, and carried along with them So pieces 
* of Cannon, with all other Accoutrements and Fur- 
c niture, in a Fleet of 700 Tranfport Ships, under a 
4 Convoy of 28 Men of War, in order thus fuccesfully 
‘ to Invade England, and that much about the fame 
4 time 5000 Men were to Land in Scotland to joyn 
: their Friends in that place. ,But how many the Jaco- 
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4 bites were, that were to join them was not certainly 
difcover’d, However this was known, that juft as

‘ ■they ihould Land, the Tôwét of London, and the Ex- 
chequer ihould have been feized, by fame Parties of

* the Conspirators here. ׳ And that after this, the City 
of'London was to have been Burnt down and totally

\ Dçftroyedj and the Country for at leaft Seven Miles 
 round it,' reduced into a Wilderneis for ever. Some ־‘
‘-indeed of the French Cabal obje&ed againft the Deftru- 
‘ âion of London at firft; alledging, that it would 
 bring a yaft Revenue to the Crown of France, by its ־‘
‘ Cuttoms, but it wasanfwer’d, That it was abiblutely 
* neceffary that that City ihould be utterly deftroyed 5 
c b.ecaufe the King of France could never otherwife fe- 
‘ cutely hold the Fritff Kingdoms in Subjection ·, and 
‘ that,· ii'London were fufferfed to. flouriih, it would 
‘ not only bean overmatch for Paris, but might in time 
4 contend again with France, and even with the whole 
‘ World, for Empire as well as Trade, as Rome did of

Old. The total Deftru&ion therefore of London be- 
‘ ing finally Concluded on, the next Refolution taken 
6 was, That all the Landed Men and Wealthy-Mony’d 

·c Meri in England, ( that were to be fpar’d and not cut 
4 üFs^Papiflsasuocllai Proteßants ihould be Tranfported 
< into France', but with this difference, that the Pro- 
c ihould be made Slaves and Drudges, and the 
‘ Papißs ihould have Equivalents given them in France 
\ for their Eftates in England. For thefe purpofes, it 
‘ was concluded, that the French Officers ihould have 
1 the Gentlemens Ettates given them 5 and that an e- 
c qual Number of Day Labourers, and poor French Fa- 
5 milles ihould have been brought over, inftead of the 
‘ Tranjplantcd Prit ißt Captives, in order to Inhabit 
ς and Cultivate the deiolate Countries: Which was 
5 judged the only heft and f'ecureft Method, to put the 
‘ 'Enghih for ever our of Condition to revolt, or to en- 
‘ devour to recover their Liberties and Poffeffions, or 
to be any hindrance' to the French King to Gain' arid ־׳

‘ Pre-
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* Prefe׳ve the Vdniverjal Monarchy or Europe. Auä 
' for the better fecuring the French Monarchy, and pre- 

4 venting the Britifh from attempting any Change, An 
4 EdiU was agreed upon, to be publifh’d in due time, 
' viz. That none of the Tranjplanted Englijh ihould 
* ever Return again to their own Country, on Pain of. 
 Death. As for King James, though his Title was ־
4 fpeciouily to be made ufe ofj particularly 2t firft, in 
4 order to divide the English among themfelves, that 
4 they might all of them become the more eafily a 
« Prey to Francs-, yet he himfelf (though he knew 
4 but little of the main French Deßgn, ) was brought 
4 under ipecial Obligations, not to have meddled 
« vyith the Government, any otherwife, than as he 
4 ihould be direfted by the French King ; until firft the 
4 Grown of France ihould Receive Sixty and Four Mil- 
4 lions Sterling [ How many more are they now, 
* after theEfcaping of Twenty Two Tears, when they 
4 were become fo many in no more than Eight Tears 
4 time ? J to be paid him out of the Produit of Britain 
s and Ireland. But then, they had alfo fecretly agreed, 
4 ( which King James and his Britiß) Friends were to 
4 kriow nothing at all of ) that, before this Sum could 
4 poflibly be Raifcd, they would'find means to get rid 
4 both of him and his Son, and thus fecure the PoiTeP 
4 fion of thefe Kingdoms for ever to the Crown of 
4 France, by virtue of the Relation that the Families of 
δ Orleancewds Savoy had to theA^Z Family Britain, 
° as the next in the Lineal Succeßion thereof in cafe of 
9 no Male Iffue by King James -, for a Daughter, whom 
1 they had in their Power, they could always difpofe 
‘ οξ as they found it moft for their Intereft. So far 
our Author ; in citing of whofe words, I have here 
and there inferred fame few things, wherein he is de« 
feftive, as I had the Account my felf formerly from 
an Eminent Perfon5 that had the Perufiil of fome fecret 
Letters of this kind. For indeed, even the Britifh Ja- 
cobites, who had followed King James's Fortune into 
Francs ; » ־ · ‘
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France^ were horribly Chagreen’d, when they fmell’d 
rhe Ultimate and proper French Defign ; of which they 
had not at firft, the leaft Sufpicion, nor yet King James

K himfelf, though he knew of the Intended AJfaJfmation. 
and had fome general Idea of the Ιηυαβοη, that he was 
W be at the Head of3 With Ten Thoufand Men, with* 
out any Sufpicion, that his Ten Thoufand Men were to 
be Thirty Thoufand, and thofe not under his Com- 
mand. But even of the Ten Thoufaud Men, and the 
Jnvafion in General, he knew fo very little of that he 
was hurried from St. Germains to Calais, withou. hav- 
ing almoft !2 Hours time allowed him, after the Ad- 
vertifement, to prepare for the Imbarkation: Which oc* 
hon’d many 01 his Friends to follow him with that 
precipitance, as hardly to have time to put on their 
Boots. But of the Grand Deiign of all, in Relation 
to the 30 Thoufand Veteran French Troops, that were 
to be Ship’d off immediately, neither he, nor indeed 
any Britijh Subjeft knew any thing at all, until it took 
Air in time ; which occafion’d bitter Speeches after- 
terwards, and even Letters ( known to feveral at this 
day J from fome of King James's Countrymen and Ser- 
vants, who, though high Loyalifis to him, y et were not at 
that time either fo Fooliih or Wicked, as to be willing 
that France fliould rife upon the Funeral Pile of their 
"Native Country.

And now, Countrymen, are not thefe things of that 1 
Importance, as to deferve to be confider’d, before you 
put it wholly out of. your own Power, to fecure fo 
rpuch as vour own Elûtes and Liberties, or indeed your 
Lives? Were I as zealous a Jacobite, as any in Eng- 
land, nay, were I a Thorow-Pac’d Roman Caiholick too; 
yet I am fure, I fhould be very Cautious of having 
King James Reftored, until I fhould be well fecured״, 
that he fhould neither come in with an over powering 
French Army, nor be under neceffary Obligations to Re- 
find the French King thofe Immenfe Summs; which 
the Nation can never pay, and which muft for ever 

Ruip .
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Ruin us, without the poffibility of any Retrieve. No 
Religion fare, nor Loyalty whatfoever, could ever make 
me fo barbarous and in human, as to betray my Country 
to utter Defolation for ever, as 1 muft know my felf 
to do, ihould I Aft fach ? part, as this : And yet this 
is that part, which you are now vifibly acting.

‘ Think therefore, Gentlemen., I pray yob, whether moR 
Princes do not mind their own Intereft and Glory, in 
the firft place, and above all other Confiderations ? And 
whether any Prince ever minded thefe more, than the 
prefent French King ? Can you then poffibly think, that 
the Britifh Intereft is really at Heart with that Mo- 
narch, equally with his own ? Or that he will ever 
think it, for his Intereft, to leave Great Britain, in the 
fame Capacity, that it has been of late, to Cope with 
him, both by Land and Sea, and to humble him, by 
beating his Armies, forcing him to give back his Con- 
quei’d Dominions, and infulting him even, within his 
own Territories ? If you can believe thefe things, ana. 
reft fatisfied, that this Leopard will thus change his 
Spots, and this Ethiopian waft himfelj White ; then you 
may believe any thing you pleafe, and are indeed fit 
to fwallow all the Legends of Popery. But, in cafe 
you cannot eafily believe thefe things, then let me beg 
you to think again ; whether the Courts of france and 
Rome will ever fuffer your Young Prince to come in 
without fecuring themfelves in the firft place, by the 
Bargain ? And. if this will be and mail: be the Cafe, 
then let me beg you to think once more, whether you 
Britains are likely to diftate, and give Law, to Lew- 
is Le Grand, or he to you? Anfwer, this to your own 
Reafons and Confidences, if you can.

But, if after all my Arguments in the following Dif 
courje, and the Conclufive Warning Annexed to it, and 
after the fair and kind Advice I now give you, in this 
Prefatory Addrefs -, you Refolve, Right or Wrong, and 
come what will, to joyn Iffue with the French King 
and Nation^ in order to bring in your Young Pretender, 

together



The Preface.
together with Italian Bigotry and a French Govern­
ment -, then allow me, Gentlemen, to take leave of 
you, as jotham did of old in his Parable to the Shecbe- 
iàtes and Houfe of Millo, in reference to their fetting 
up Abimelech, Judg. 9. 19, 20. If thus you do in­
deed deal truly and faithfully with your Native Coun­
try and thofe that have been its true Friends and Fa­
trials, and have rais'd its Glory, Reputation and Influ· 
cnee to fo vaft a pitch, as it has arriv’d unto, thefe t1?0 
and twenty Tears paji ; then do you Rejoyce in your 
Young King, and his French Father, and Italian Mo* 
ther; and let them Rejoyce in you the Britiih High­
Church and Jacobite Party. But, if you are indeed aU- 
i'ng and contriving to Ruin your Country and to de- 
firoy its befi Friends, in concert with France and Rome ! 
then let Fire come out from Lewis and James and De- 
firoy the Jacobite High-Church Party -, and let Fire 
come out from you, and devour them until you be to­

' tally and finally devoured and destroyed one by the other. 
In the mean time, may God fare pur Dear Native 
Country, from fuch Uellifli Defigns ; if indeed France 
and Rome ihall, by your means, prevail over us,: for a 
time ; may the Good God Reftore our Native Country 
again to its Ancient Glory and Privileges, if not in 
our time, yet afterwards, for the lake 01 our Poor Po- 
fierity, fo fatally ar prefent betrayed by you to perpe״ 
cuai Slavery and Mifery. So prayeth an Honefi Çri- 
tain, who ever has approv’d himfelf a True Country­
man, and who, as finch, and upon the wiih’d for, ra­
ther than hop’d for Supposition, of your yielding to 
good Advice given you in the prefent Addrefles,Subfcribes 
himfelf,

Tour Faithful and Friendly Monitor,

and thus your Humble Servant,

, . ‘ F־ T״
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Notions would foon vaniih into Smoak, though now 
in fuch Efteem and Vogue: !mean, the Do&rines of 
the Divine Right of Primogeniture, or Birth-Right of 
Princes ·, fuch as Hereditary and Indefeazable Right, 
and Patriarchal and Uninterrupted Succeßion, the Irre- 
fißible and Unlimited, 'Or Arbitrary Power of Sove- 
raigns ; together with the Abfolutc Paßve-Obedience, 
aid the Indifpenfible Duty of Non Reß fiance, by Sub· 
jefls.

In order, therefote, to fet all thefe Points in a Clear 
and Scriptural Light, Imade choice of the abovemen­
tioned Text ; where we have the Determination and 
the Declared Senfè of the United Jewifh Church and 
State, under the Old Teftament, in reference to all 
thefe Doflrines and Opinions, that are at prefent fo 
Magnify’d and Cry’d up by fo many of thofe who fay, 
They are of the Church of England. Therefore, I 
would fain hope, that thofe Men who boaft fo much 
of the Conformity of their Hierarchy, with that of the 
Ancient l/raditifh Church, will have fome Regard to 
their Unanimous and Confiant Opinion and Détermina­
tion, in Reference to the Succefiion and Rights of Prin­
ces ; efpecially fince their Opinion in thofe Points, is 
founded upon God’s own Procedure and Approbation ; 
as being, indeed, part of his Reveal’d Will, Recorded 
in Scripture as a Sacred Direftory, Inclufive of all 
Things Material and Eiïènti.11, that relate to the Right 
Conftitution of Civiliz’d Nations, efpecially where 
Scripture Religion prevails. As therefore I pretend to 
nothing in this Diicourfe, but to confider what God, 
and his true Vice-Gerents on Earth, have done and de­
dared, in all Ages part, wi.h the Approbation of the 
Church, both before Chrifts coming, and fince that 
time : So I hope, all Men, that Call themfelves Chri- 
ftians, whatever be their other Denomination, will 
confider what I f!y, before they pafs Sentence upon this 
Innocent, Well-meant Performance ל which, God 
knows, is Honeftly and'Affeciionatcly calculated for
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the Good 0F my Native Country ; and towards the Pe- 
rufalof which, no more is defired by me, but the Pali- 
ence of Reading and Thinking it over, with due Can­
dor, and without Prejudice j which may eafily be done 
in a ihort time.

As for our Text, the Reader cannot but fee, that ail 
that is memorable therein, and which I am to lay 
down as the Foundation of a Difcourfe of this Nature, 
is what is brought in; by way of Parenthefis in the 1 ft 
and 2d verfes. And the Reafon why it is brought in 
here, will be eafily feen, if we confider that the Au- 
thorof this Book, having copied out fbme of the Ge- 
anelogies of the Tribes of JJrael, as he found them in 
the Archives kept in the Temple·, and having given us 
the Title of the Roll of thofe ancient Genealogies, 
thus 1 Ch. 2. I, 2. Tbefe are the Jons 0J ifrael, Reuben, 
Simeon, Levi, Judah,&C. doth yet immediately begin 
with the Genealogy of Judah, v. j; &c. paifing over 
the three elder Brethren. To Apologize therefore, for 
this feenaing Fault, in preferring a younger Tribe, be­
fore theeldeftof all, he tells us here, the Reafon, viz. 
that Judah had obtained the Precedency, by a Divine 
Revolution of Things, directed by God, declared by 
Jacob, eftabliih’d by David, and acquiefc’d in by the 
whole Nation of Ifrael, with the confent even of the 
Reubenites themfèlves. For the Text does fufficiently 
informas, that it was by rhe Concurring Suffrage of 
the whole Congregation, or Parliament of Ijrael, that 
the Regifter of the Genealogies of the Tribes were 
made to run in the Order, wherein we fee them in the 
firft Chapter of this Book. And the Author refers, in 
v. 7, to fome eminent Time, when a New Roll of 
the Genealogies of the Tribe? was taken; which was, 
without doubt, in the Days of Hezekiah, who was 
contemporary, as to his Life, though not as to his Reign, 
with Tiglath Pilefer, who began the Captivity of the 
Ten-Tribes, as we read 2 King. 15. 25». inwhofeDays 
we are told, in the 6th Verfe following our Text, that
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Beera, the laß Prince of the Reubenitet, was made a 
Captive, and no doubt, all, or moft of that Tribe, toge­
ther with him. Now asSbabnanezer, fucceeding his Fa­
ther in the Kingdom of jdßyria. did fucceed him alfo 
in Captivating the reft of the Ten Tribes, 2 King. 17, 
3, 4■ So we may well believe, that Good Hezekiab, in 
whofe time this hapned, ( for he began his Reign in the 
 ,jd Year of Kojbea, King of Ifrael, 2 King. 18. 1׳
who was Captivated, with his People, by Shalmaneser, 
in the $>th Year of his Reign ) could not but reckon it 
necefiary to take the Genealogies of the Ten Tribes, 
in order to preferve the Memory of their Families, as 
well as of thofe of Judah■, Benjamin and Levi, feeing 
the Ten Tribes were then in no Condition to preferve 

their own Genealogies. Befides thefe Circumftantial ׳
Hints, I (hall venture to premife two moreCircum- 
fiantial Obfervations, before I proceed to the principal 
Points ; bec^f״ ! do think them to be of fome life to 
illultrate our Text, and to be no Impertinent Intro- 
du&ion to our main Subjtfl·. The firfl Obfervation is 
this-, That, though the Time when this Roll of Ge­
nealogies was taken, was after the Captivity of the 
Reubeniies, as is evident from v. 6. and though this 
Tribe was adjudg’d to have loft the Privileges of the 
Firfi Born, as the Words of our Text declare: Yer, 
fuch was the Refpcd paid to the very Name of 
Reuben, and the Shadow of his Frimogeniiure ; that, 
though the Tribe of Judah be adjudg’d the Firft Place 
in this Record, yet the Tribe of Reuben is preferr’d be­
fore that of Levi, which is not mention’d until the 
Sons of Reuben were reckon’d up ! and, for their fakess 
even thofe of Gad, and the Half Tribe of ManaJJch al- 
fo3 as we fee in the Sequel of this Chapter, and in the 
following one. The Jecond Objervation is ; That, as 
the Genealogy of Reuben is not reckon’d, according to 
his Birth-Right, in relation to his Brethren, fo I appre­
hend, that the Headfhip of that Tribe was not intail’d 
upon his Eldeft Son, but . upon the Youngeftof all. Ï 

will
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will not affirm this, but I muft be allowed to think jt 
more probable than any other Conjecture, that has been 
made, or can be made. Reubens Sons were four, as our 
Text fays, u. 3. and as we know from Gen. 46. p. and 
Exod. 6. 14. Now who were the next Defendants of 
any of thofe four Sons, we read nothing any where jn 
Scripture, but in our Context, excepting in Numb. 26. 
5, 6. and that is in the General only, and after the Re­
bellion of Z^raband Datban. And perhaps it was from 
a Deteftation of that Sedition, that Pallu, Dutbans 
Grandfather, was reckon’d after Hanocb. It is 1«^ ״;e 
read alfo 1. 5. of Ehzur, the Son of Shedeur, 
who wasconftituted Head of the Reubenites, as alfoof 
Nemuel, Numb. 26. 9. as an Eider Brother of Datban 
who I fuppofe died without Heirs. But as for the Heads 
of the feveral Tribes, mentioned in Numb. Ch. r. they 
ièem to be made fuch by God, without Regard to 
Birth-Right -, as might be rationally (hewed in lèverai 
Inftances, were it nor, that fuch an Inquiry would car­
ry me too far. Let two ־Parallel Inftances, therefore, 
lerve to illuftrate this. The iirft, is the choice made 
of Kohatb^ the fécond Son of Lev^ before his Elder 
Brother Gerjhom,in whofe Line the chief Priefthood was 
fixed, as well as the Supream Power, fora Time, feeing 
both Aaron and M.ofes were the Grandfons of Kobath, 
as we fee Gen. 46. 11. Exod. 6. 16. and Ch. 23. 6. 
and 1 Cbron.6.1. 2. 6. For both Aaron mâMoJes were 
the Defcendantsof KohatESscNum,^. ly.^c. The2rf 
Inftance, is the choice of Ehzapban the Son of Uzlel, the 
YoungeftSon of Kohalb, tobe Prince of the Kobatbites״ 
without Regard to Izbar and Hebron, the Elder Bre­
thren, as we fee at large, Num. 3.17, !5, 30. And hence 
it was, as the Jewsüy, with the fairett Probability of 
Reafon, that Korab tookoccafion to confpire againft 
JAofes and Aaron 5 for Korab was the Son of Izbar^ 
the fécond Son of Kohatb, who reckoned himfelf af· 
fronted, to have his Younger Coufin, the Son of his 
Father’s Youngeft Brother, made Prince over his Head־, 

and
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and over all the Families of the Kobatbites, as we fee 
he was AW30 .3 .׳. And this, by the way, opens 
to us the Spring of North's Confpiracy ; which was 
founded upon the Claim of Hereditary-Right. And 
therefore we have juft Reafon to conclude, that Datban, 
Abiram, andOn, (who were the Heads of theConfpi- 
racyjoynrly with Korab, went upon the fame Claim, 
as to the Civil Headship over ifiracl, in Oppofirion to 
Mcfes, as Korab went upons as to the Prieftly Power, 
in Uppofition to Aaron and Elizapban. For, as it is 
certain, that Datban, Abiram, andOn, were the Great 
Grandfons of Reuben, Numb. 16. 1. fo I am apt to 
think, that Eliab, the Father of Datban and Abiram, 
a.id Peletb, the Father of On, were the Eldeft Sons of 
Hanoeb, the Firft-Born of Reuben -, or rather, that 
F.liab was the Eldeft Son of Hanoeb, and Peletb the > 
Firft-Born of Fallu, the fécond Son of Reuben. And 
feeing thofe Head Conipirators drew in no lefs than 
Two hundred and fifty Heads, or Princes ef the Con­
gregation, we may very reafonably fuppofe, that Eli- 
zur, the Son of Sbedeur, who was made Prince of all 
the Rcubenites by A/iofes, Numb. 3. 5. was drawn into 
the Confpiracy alfo, and might probably be the Grand­
ion of Ezron, the third Son of Reuben, and reckon it 
reafonable, that his Coufin Datban having a Prior 
Right by Succefiion, to be Head of the Rcubenites, 1 
ought not to have been excluded from it. So much, 
however, is certain, that we read no more of the Sue- 
cellars or Sons of Elizur, than of any Pofterity left by 
Datban, Abiram, and On ·, who did all Periih together, 
with Korab, Numb. 16. 24. 27. 30. And this 1 take 
to be the Reafon, why we read nothing here of the 
Pofterity 01 any of Reubens 3 Firft Sons, but only of Car­
mi, his Fourth and Youngeft Son. For when we read 
v. 3. 4. the. The Sons of Reuben, the Third-Bern of 
dfrael, were Hanocb and Fallu, Ezron and Carmi : And 
when it is immediately added. The Sons of Joel, 
Shemaiab his Son, Gog his Son, &c. We cannot ra· 
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tionally fix upon Joel as the Defendant of any of the 
Three Firft Sons $ for the Connexion will not bear it. 
Therefore, Joel muft either have been the Son of Car­
mi, or Carmi himfelf. And indeed, this laft Opinion! 
embrace, as the moft probable of the Two ; for it is a 
very uiual Thing, ( as all Men know, who are Conver- 
fant with the Bible, ) for one and the fame Man to 
have two Names, and to be alternately called fometimes 
by one Name, and fometimes by the other, almoft in 
the fame Breath ; of which I might produce many In. 
ftances. But two or three ihall fuffice how, which we 
have in the very next Chapter j where we read v. 2. 
and 18. that the Name of the Second Son of Kcbatb, 
was ca\\.eà Izbar, and yet in v. 18, he is called Ami- 
nidab. In like manner, they that are called Joab and 
Jddo, v. 21. arc called Etban and Adajah, v. 42. 
and 41. Now, fhould we lay any Srrefs upon the 
Syriack and Arabick Verftons, no doubt would remain, 
as to the Certainty of this my Opinion, that Carmi and 
Joel are the fame Perfon, under two Names feeing 
both thefe Ancient Verfions leave out the Word Joel, and 
place Carmi in its ftead : for inftead of Joel, they render 
the 4. Verfe thus. The Sons of Carmi ; Shemajah bis Son, 
Gog hisSonfic. And indeed fo much veneration I muft be 
allowed to pay to the Antiquity and Reputation of thofe 
Verfions, efpecially theSynl·^, that I cannot think the 
Authorsof’em would have altered the Textitfelf in this 
particular, (for what Temptation could they have to do 
fo ) bad they not found in the Copy or Copies of the 
Septuagint, extant in their Days. And, if it was then 
in the Greek Copies, we may alfo conjecture, that the 
Seventy Interpreters, or whoever were the Authors of 
the Old Greek Transition of this Book, might have 
read Carmi alfo, inftead of Joel, v. 4. in the Hebrew 
Copy of this Book of Chronicles, which was then in 
their Hands. However, fo much is Certain, that the 
Petfons named as the Sons of Car mi,01 Jocl,v. 4. &c.are 
not mention’d any otherwife, than as a fucceffive Lift of

the
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the Heads or Princes of the Reabenites, down to the 

Captivity of that Tribe. For the Succefiion is made ־
to run thus. Joel ( or Carmi, the Son of Reuben ) She- 
majahbisSon, Gog his Son, Shimei his Son, Micah his 
Son, Reajab bis Son, Baal his Son, Beerab his Son, whom 
Tiglatb-Ptiefer, King of AJJyria, carryed away Captive ; 
he was Prince (at that time) of the Reubenites. So 
iar reaches the Line of the Princes of that Tribe, down 
to their Captivity, and the time of Hezekiah, when this 
Genealogy was taken, lays the Author of this Firft 
Book of Chronicles, v. 6. 8 .ך. And he adds, that 
the Heads of the Chief Families of Reuben, who were 
Coetemporaries with Beerab, the Laft Prince of that 
Tribe, were Jeiel, Zechariah and Bela. Now, after 
this Catalogue, the Author fubjoyns a Brief Account 
of the moft Memorable ACtion, that it feems was ever 
performed by this Tribe, and which happened in the 
Days of Saul, ע׳. io. And, with this, I take Leave 
of what relates to this Tribe, as it is treated of in our 
Context.

But now, that I have touch’d upon the Confpiracy of 
Korab, in Conjunction with the Princes of this Tribe, 
in the Days of Mofes -, I cannot forbear to confider 
that Memorable PaCTage, before I proceed to the main 
Subject I am to treat of. For, befides that it will tend 

ί to confirm and illuftrate what 1 have principally in view, ן 
it is neceflary to fet it in a true Light,now that Mr Lefley, 
in his Rehearfals, and many others, have fet it in fo fälle 
a Light, and made fuch a Noife about it, canting out 
the Words Rebels and Schifmaticks from thence, with 
an Application to Revolution-Men, as well as Diffen- 
tersy in order to ferve a Jacobite High-Chur  cb Deiign ; 
wherein it is hard to fay, whether the Ignorance, or 
thé Confidence and Malice of fuch Writers, is moft . 
to be admired.

Now, to understand the Foundation of the Confpi­
racy of Korab and Datban, let us remember a few 
Things tnac are neceffiry to be prcmifed, befides what
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I hinted before. Let it bejthen confidered, ( 1.) That God 
erefted the ijrael'uijh Nation in the Days of Mofes, 
into a Theocraty, or Divine Government, wherein he 
himfelf Aided as King, both in giving Laws, and putting 
them in Execution,in determining Suits and Controverfies, 
and in adjufting whatever related to Peace and War, 
&c. This is made fo Evident, by Dr. Spencer, that I 
think all Learned Men acquiefce in the Truth of his 
Notion, as to the Main. ( 2. ) Now, inorder to ereél 
this Conftitution, He firft fet up his Standard in a Pillar 
of Cloud and Fire, and called Mo/es to be 'ahLieute- 
nent-General, aM Prime Minifler oi State, and to him 
he joyned his Elder Brother Aaron, ( having no regard 
to the Privilege of the hirfi-Born, even in !hr* 
Inftance, ) as the Prophet of Alofes, or his Deputy, 
£/a/Zr being God’s own Vice-Gerent, and therefore cal­
led God, Exod. 4. 18. and 7. 1. (3.) After this, the 
Tribe of Levi have the Priefthood adjudg’d to them, 
and are taken in to enjay this Privilege, which before, 
was part of the Privilege of the Birthright of the Firft- 
Born ; and by this, as the Heads of Families loft one 
Branch of their Prerogative, fo Reuben was a double 
Loofer: For, as all the Heads of that Tribe were equal 
Loofers with the Heads of rhe other Tribes, in this 
Point ; fo the Firft Head, or Prince of the whole Tribe, 
and coniequently, the whole Tribe itfelf, loft this Part 
of the Honour and Dignity, Privilege and Authority, 
that properly belong’d to him. by the Right Primoge­
niture. And, as rhe Levites werd, in this refpeft, pre- 
ferr’d before the Reubenites, and all the other Tribes; fo 
Aaron was fet over all the other Levites, and the Higher 
Priefthood appropriated to his Family ; and ALfes, his 
Younger Brother, was Prince and Supreme L^gißator, and 
General over Aaron, and all the Princes of \frael, as 
well as People: which we may be fure was a Conftituti- 
on that many of the Princes of the other Tribes, and par­
ticularly of Reuben, were very uneafy under. (4 ) 
But this Uneafjnefs was, no doubt, highly encreas’J, 
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whenÆ0/iJ, by the Advice of Jetbro, Exod. 18. 25' 
26. made a new Regulation of the Government of Ifra- 
el, by making choice of fuch Men as he faw fit, to be 
Heads of the People, in fuch a Subordinate Method, 
that fome were Rulers of Tboufands, fome oi Hundreds, 
fome of Fifties, and fome of Tens, and all thefe Sub-

 bordinate to Mofes himfelf. Now, though Mofet did ׳
this, both with God’s Approbation, and by a popular 
Eleàion, according to the Suffrages of the Tribes, as 
appears Deut. 1.13. 14. yet we may well fuppofe, 
that as Mofes^■Authority and Power was vaftly ftrength- 
ned this way : The Princes and Great Men who were 
notEle&edjbutpais’d by, were extremely enrag’d at this 
New Conftitution. (5.) And this was, no doubt, far­
ther encreas’d, by Wafer's choofing Twelve Men, tobe 
Princes of the feveral Tribes, without any nice Regard, 
( if indeed any at all ) to the Right of the Firft-Born ; 
as I might fufficiently ihew, were it not, that it would ! 
carry me out too far, upon lefïèr Points, and detain 
me too long from the chief Heads of this Difcourfe. 
Let the Inftance therefore, mention’d before, ferve at 
prefenr, vix>. That, whereas Korab was the Prince or 
Head of the Kobathites ( excepting only Aaron and 
Mofes, and their Families ) He being the Eldeft Son pf 
Izfar, the fécond Son of Kobatb, next Brother to Am- ■ 
ram, Father of Aaron and Mofes, ( if indeed Amram be 1 
reckoned Firft, from his being the Eldeft Son, feeing 
he may perhaps be reckoned the Firft, from Honour 
only to his Pofterity, as Shem was before, in regaid to 
Japhet, and Jacob in reference to Efau -, ) now, I fay, 
whereas this was the Cafe of Datban, it need not be won- 
dred at, if he fwell’d with Rage, to fee Elizapban the Son 
of Uziel, the Youngeft Son of Kobatb, placed Chief, and 
Prince over his own Head, and over all the Families of 
the Kobathites, as we fee he was, Numb. 3.30. ( 6 ) But, 
beiides all this, perhaps it did add no fmall Fuel to the 
Flame of K^rab's Rage, againft Alofes ; that, when, 
the Twelve Princes of the Tribes made their Rich Of- ।
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feting to tSa Tabernacle of the Lord, mention’d Numb, 
7· 2, 3, It is expreily faid, v. 6, 7, 2, p.t that he com- 
mitred the Charge of thofe Rich Prefents, chiefly to 
the Sons of Merari, giving no part of the Charge of 
them to the Sons of Kohatb, the Elder Brother, and 
but a fmall part comparatively of the Charge to the 
Sons of Gerjhon, the Eldeft Brother of all. This muft 
needs have affronted fuch a Man as Korab, and have 
given him an Handle to Irritate and Incenfe, not only 
the Kcbatbites, but the Gerfhonites alfo. And here, 
by the way; it might have been no fmall Argument 
made uïè of by Korah, and the other Heads of the Con- 
!piracy, to draw many Princes, and others of the fève- 
ral Tribes of Ifrael, to Joyn with them againft Mofes 
and Aaron, that in the Order of the Days appointed to 
the Princes of the feveral Tribes, wherein they fuccef- 
lively Offered up their Prefents, no regard at all was had 
to Birtb-rigbt, or Hereditary Right. For, whereas the 
Order of the Sons of Jacob, according to their Birth, 
and which their Father obferv’d, when he Bleft them, 
Gen. 4p. runs thus j Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah, 
Zebulon, Ißachar, Dan, Gad, A [her, Nepbtali, JoJepb״ 
and Benjamin ; Mofes did wholly alter this Order. For, 
befides the omitting Levi, ( upon the Reafon that every 
one knows, ) and the dividing Jofepbs Pofterity? to 
keep up the Number of Twelve Tribes, which Jacob 
himfelf laid the Foundation of, Mofes Ordered, Num. 
7. 12, &c. That the Princes of the Tribes Ihould make 
their Offerings thus; The Prince of Judab, the 1ft day, 
v. 12. The Prince of Ifjacbar the 2d day, v. 18. The 
Prince of Jebulon the 3d day, v. 24. The Prince of 
Reuben the ^tb day, v. 30. The Prince of Simeon the 
yb day, v,. 36. The Prince of Gad the 6ib day, v. 42. 
The Prince of Ephraim the 7th day, v. 48. The Prince 
of Manafeb the ith day, v. 54. The Prince of Ben“ 
jamin on the 9tb day, v. 60. The Prince of Dan on 
the loth day, v. 66. The Prince of Afjcr on the 1 itb 
day, v72 ־. The Prince of Nepbtali on the 10.1b day, v. 78.

B 2 Now
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Now what can we imagine by this Regulation, but that 
God had a mind to put a Brand of Infamy for ever, 
upon any Claim of Precedency, Founded upon Inde- 
feafible Hereditary Right. And yet, if wc confult the 
Order that Mofes followed in Bleffing the Tribes after­
wards, Deut. 33. And the Order of God himfelf after­
wards, in difpoiing rhe Land of Canaan to the Tribes, 
by Lot, we [hall find as little Regard had to Hereditary 
Right, as before which, to be fure, was not done by 
chance, but on purpofe ; to cut off all Foundation for 
any afterwards, to Found a Claim to Sovereignty, meet­
ly on this Pretence, or from a pretended Patriarchal 
Succcfjon, either from Adam, Noah, Abraham, or Ja­
cob. (7.) One thing more which I do rationally lup- ן 
pofe, might add yet further Fuel to the Rage of Κσ■ 
rath, Dothan, and the other Princes, Confederated a- 
gainft Adofes, was the Inftitution of a Sanhedrim, or 
Supreme Court of Juftice, confifting of סך Stated El- , 
ders οτ Judges, Numb. 11. 16, 17. who were confti- 
tuted Aftiftants to Mofes. Now thefe being chofen by 
him, with a regard to Worth, and· not to Birth, and 
without any regard to the Old Elders of the People, 
who were fo by SucceJJion, and in the Right of being 
the hirß-Born ; and this Court being of a Formidable 
Nature, especially to Men of Great Birth, and of High 
Spirits : We cannot but.think that it would be Impro­
ved and Reprefented, by Korah, Dathan and Abiram, 
in the worft fence, and in the molt Odious manner, to 
the ingaging multitudes of Men to their Party. (8.) I 
fhall only add this further, That the terrible and dif- 
mal Report, that Ten, of the Twelve Spies fent into 
Canaan, brought back of the impoffibility of Conquer­
ing the Inhabitants, Numb. 13. And the mighty Fer­
ment into which the whole Body of the Nation 
was pur, by this Report, Ch. 14. Adminiftred a fair 
Opportunity to Korath, Dathan, and their Varty, to 
ripen their Plot. For the People did not only fpeak o­
penly againft Mo/cs and Aaron, but talked of making

a



a Captain to cany them back to Egypt, Cb. !4. 3, 4. 
And when Jofhua and Caleb attempted to ftill their Fh- 
ry, they narrowly mift being ßoned to Death for their 
pains, v. 6, 7, 8, p, 10. And, tho’ the People feem’d 
to repent of this, upon the fad Sentence paft, v. 23, 2p, 
33s 34י &c· v’z־ ?^ey muft wander in the Wilder­
nefs 40 Lears, until all they of that Generation Jhould 
Die ־, yet they improv’d this no otherwife, than by Mur­
muring, and by a prefumptnous Attempting to go into 
the Land of Canaan ; in which they were defeated, by 
the Antalekites and Canaanites with dreadful Slaughter, 
v. 40, 44, 4;. And, no doubt this Sentence, and this 
following Misfortnne, tended exceedingly to fower 
the Temper of the Ifraelites in General, and fo to ren­
der them more eafily fufeeptive of the Impreflions, 
which the Confpirators made upon them, by Com­
plaints, Stories, Calumnies and Affurances.

Let any Man therefore duly confider thefe things, 
and he will foon fee, that the Schifm of Korab, as the 
High Church Jacobite Authors call it, was an Open Re­
bellion again(! the National Revolution and Conftitution 
of Ifrael, both in State and Church 5 and that this Rebel· 
lion was founded upon the Doflrines of Hereditary and 
Indefeazable Right., and the fpecious Pretences of the 
Jure-Divino Rrccedency of Birth-right, and of a Li­
neal Def cent, and Uninterrupted Succe/fion. So that 
our Modern Jacobites, N^n-Jurors, and their Con­
federates, who go upon the fame Principles now, as 
thoie did of Old ·, are the only Karaites among us, 
in the very fame fence, and that in the utmoft propri­
ety of Speech ; this being an exaSly parallel Cafe to 
the former. For the whole Conftitution erefled by Mo- 
fes, was a Revolution-E'-eHion, founded on New Laws 
and Regulations: Tho in this it was peculiar, and 
different from all other National Conßitutions, that it 
was inftituted by an !mediately Divine Revelation. But 
then, feeing this was not to be the Priviledge of other 
Nations, God thought fit to give us a fufficicnt War· 

rant.
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tant, to make Laws in relation to the main end of Go■ 
vernment ; which is Salus Populi, or the general Good 
of the Community, without any regard to the real or 
pretended Claims of Birtb-rigbt and Succejjion, and far 
more without any regard to the Tyrannical Doftrines 
of the Abfolute Will of Princes, and the Unltmittcd 
Obedience of Subyfls -, Pretences to thefe being a Blaf. 
phemous Invalion of the Divine Prerogative, and that 
Submifiion which he only Claims from us ; tho’ yet he 
chufes to Rule us by a mild Law, Calculated wholly for 
our Ir.tereft, and not by a mere Arbitrary Sic Volo, Sic Ju- 
beo, or fo I command you, without telling us why, or an- 
sexing incouragements to our fer ving him;for he delights 
not in the Death or Ruin of his Subjects, as Satan and 
Tyrants do ·, which laft are for that reafon ever to 
be excluded Heaven, into which no Princes ever enter, 
by Birthright, but by EleSion and Grace. Now as the 
Ancient Koraites, were for throwing off Mofes and A- 
arcn, and this Revolution Law and Conftitution, which 
rhe Nation was then bleft with, under pretence that 
Mofes s Law was Subverfive of Hereditary Right ; and 
were for making a Captain, to lead them back to Egypt, 
who to be fure was to be Datban the Firftborn of the 
Reubenites, and confequently the Lwi^/ Succeffor of 
Jacob : So our Modern Koraites, are for overturningour 
Legal Revolution Settlement in Church and State, and for 
chufing a Toung pretended Hereditary Prince -, that under 
his Conduit they may go back to the Modern Egypt of 
Prance Papal, where we and our Pofterity are to be 
made Happy; in that Houfe of Bondage, juft as the 
Ifrp elites were of Old ; by being oblig’d to refund the 
French above an Hundred Millions, without being al­
lowed to have Straw to make Bricks of ; a$ being then 
under the Power of Two Arbitrary Task-mafters Pope- 
ty and Tyranny, who are to Teach us implicit Faith and 
Paffive Obedience, by the Arguments of Sovereign Will 
and Pleafure, and the Cudgells and Racks of Irrefifti■ 
ble Power, and Military Force.

Now־
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Now, that this Application may not Teem to he, in 

the leaft, (train’d or forc'd, but a juft Conclufwn drawn 
from the Premifes laid down ; Let the Reader onl 
clofly Review them, and then he will readily confeis, 
that the Exaft and Literal Account of the Hiftory of 
Korab's Ccnfpiracy* as deliver’d by Mofcs* in the 16th 
and 17th Chapters of the Book of Numbers* amounts 
to this (hort Hiftory, which I fhall now give you.

“ Korab* the Hereditary Prince of all the Kobathites 
“ ( excepting Aaron and Mofes ) being Degraded from 
“ his Birthright* by having E.Ux.apban* a Younger 
“ Branch of the Family, placed over him ; and know- 
“ ing that a vaft Number of the other Princes, of the 
K Congregation, were equally Difobliged and Affront­
“ ed, upon the forementioned Accounts ; reckons that 
“ a fit Opportunity was offered, to Revenge himfelf of 
“ the Indignities put upon him by Aiofer and Aaron. 
“ For which purpofe knowing, that the Birthright of 
“ ail the Tribes was Hzreditarly Reubens* He joyns 
“ with him Datban* the Virft-Born* and Prince of that 
 Tribe, together with his Brother Abiram* and their י*
** Coufin On·* who were all of them as much, or

more than he Degraded, in Point both of Honour 
“ and Power.

“.This Quadrumviate* or Tory·Council of Four, 
 having Concerted Preliminaries, Communicated their ״
“ Grievances to a Club of 250 Princes of the Aftern­
“ bly, who as Mofes himfelf fays, Ch. 16. 2. were 
“ in the Congregation* and AXen of Renown. 
“ This Vaft Body of Princes* reckoning themfelves e- 
“ qually Degraded and Affronted by the Conftitution, 
“ Laws and Management of Mofes* having InHueqc’d 
“ a vaft Number of the IJraelites of all Ranks and De­
“ grees, who feem to have been rhe far greater part of 
° all the Tribes, and having thus Ripened their Plor, 
<c refolve to Proceed againft Adofes and Aaron* after 
“ this manner. Korab, at the Head of the 25□ Prin- 
“ ces, as their Orator, is pitch’d upon to give the

“ Chai-
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« Challenge to Mofas and Aaron ; which they do fo, as 
« to Declare War againft them, and their party, v. 3י 
“ whilft Dathan and Abi ram are, at the fame time, 
«1 left in the Camp, as General and Livetenant-General 
“ of the Forces of the Party, to keep them United, and 
« in Heart ; and to draw them out in a Military man­
« ner, as foon as Korah and the Princes ihould come 
« back, and Concert things with them $ for that Da­
« than and Abiram were left in the Camp, is evident, 
i( v. 12, 13.

“ Now the Sum of the Charge, which Korah and I 
‘c the 250 Princes lay againft Mofes and Aaron, is this, 
tC v. 3. Phat, whereas the whole Congregation of Ifrael 
« was Holy, as well as they, and own'd by God to be bis 
“ People-, they had Ambit ioufly lifted up themfelves a- 
“ bove all the Tribes and Princes, and fhared between 

them, Two of the Chief Prerogatives of the Birth­
right, viz. The Princely Power, and the Prießhood 5 
and that fo, as to take upon them to Manage all 

“ things, as they themf elves pleafed, without Confuting 
 -the Heads of the Tribes · nay fo Arbitrarily and Un ״
4t jußly, as to Rob the Princes of the Hereditary Privi- 
“ ledges and Prerogatives, that by the Courfe of Nature 
“ it felf, and therefore by Divine Right, were Inde- 
.fcajable and Inf epar able, from their Birth Right ״

And, as this was the General Charge of all the 
“ Princes, and confequently of the whole Party, put i 
“ up in the Name of all Ifrael, v. 3. fo Korah had 
“ his particular End, to purfue alfo, vis. To be made 
“ High Prieß, in the ftead of Aaron, as wedee, v. 10, 
“ xi. And, for any thing we know, he might have 
“ Hereditary Right to Plead in this Cafe alfo, ( as I 
“faid above) notwirhftanding, that Amram is placed , 
<ς before Izhar. But, if he had not this plea, yet he 
 had this to go upon ·, That Mofes and Aaron had ״
tc Ailed Unjuftly towards him, in Degrading him 
11 from his Birthright, by placing a Younger Branch 
2 of his Family above him j and that by this and their 

other
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« other ΑΏ3 of Unjuftice, they had Forfeited thek 
“ Right to their places, in Cafe they ever had any 
“ Right to them. _ . ,

“ But, whether or not, Korab aim’d at the Prieß- 
41 hood, on the Foot of Primogeniture, certain it is, 
46 that Datban and Abiram went wholly upon this 
46 Ground. And therefore, having agreed to yield the 
« Prißhood to Korab, their Charge is wholly againft 
44 Mofes, whom they Challenge as an LJfurpcr, who 
46 had Invaded the Kingly Power, which belonged, by
46 Right of Birth, to Datban, as the Eldeft Son of
44 Reuben and Jacof. Now the Charge laid againft 
4‘ Mofes by Datban, being fomewhar different from
44 the former, laid againft him and Aaron Conjun&ly, 
“ and being a more Explicite Acculation againft Mofes, 
t{ as an Ufurper ; deferves to be fpecially Confidered 
“ here. It amounts to this, as is to be ften, Ch. 16■
44 v. 12, 13, 14. Mofes having fent for Datban and
41 Abiram to come up to him, they refufe, faying,
51 We will not come up ·, giving this Aniwer. It 
“ feems it is a fmall Matter, that tbou baß Trickt us 
“ out of our Lands and Poffejfions, in the Fruitful Land 
“ of Gofhen, with a Wicked deß^n to Kill all of us, in 
 -tbe Wildernefs, that ßood in the way of thy Ufurpa ״
“ tions·, nnlefs thou be alfo Submitted to, as a Save­
'* reign Prince over us ; who are Born thy Superiors. 
“ Of this iby Pride and Ufurpation, thy Command, for-

footh, fent to us, to come up to your Majeßy, is an 
il evident Proof·, but which we fcorn to Obey. Thore 
“ didß indeed Promife to bring us into a Land, flowing
41 with Milk and Honey, and a finer Land than Goihen. 
‘s But now every one fees, that tbou art an Arrant 
“ Cheat and Lyer, feeing we are now Doom’d, all of 
“ us, to Die in the Wildernefs, and never to fee- that 
e‘ fine Promifed Canaan. Where are our rare Vineyards 
“ and Cornfields, that thou waß to put ul in Yoflejfion 
1C of, without any Trouble or Danger. Canft tbou put 
“ oui the Eyes of thefe Men now, as formerly, who bave

C ' “ all
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 ,f all of them fully feen tbro' thy Impoflures ? No, no־

we Scorn to come up to tbee, or own tbee, any
“ more.

Now, feeing this was the Cafe of Korab and Dathan, 
in Oppofition to Mofes and Aaron·. I beg the Reader 
to think, whether ever there was any thing more parai- 
lei to the fame, than that of our late High Church Ja­
cobite Party, in Opposition to the Revolution Settlement 
and Maxims. Are not Dodwell, Lcßey^ Hicks, Sache- ■ 
verel, &c. The very fame, both in Principle and Pra- 
ftife, that the Karaites were of Old > Is not the Oxford 
Decree, a Compendious Syftem. ( I mean, as to its 
Firft Articles) of the Principles of Korab and Datban ? 
And are not our late Higb-Cburch Addreßers Material· 
ly of the very fame ftrain, that thofe of Korab and Da- 
than were ? This is'fo evident, in point of Hereditary 
and Indefeazable Right i and its Sifter Principles, that I 
defie all the Learning of the Oxonians, and the Sophl· 
ftry of the Jefuites, to ihew any real difference, (for ■ 1 
Ï fuppofe they will not pretend that there is any Op- 
pofition ) between our late Magnifyed Doârines, and 
thofe of Korab and Datban.

 I might fay much more, as to the Hiftory of the Old ־'
Karaites, and their Modern Succeßors of (Ureat Britain-, 
were it not that I am unwilling to Inlarge too much, 
at a time, when Moderation isfo much Decried, that it 
is not eafily allowed of fo far,as to hear out a Difcourfe 
to an end, in cafe it favour of Judgmen^and Exaftnefsj 
which always require fome length, in the Survey of 
Controverted points, efpecially where Darling Ignora­
mus Notions come to be expofed by fo doing« 1 (hall 
therefore Content my felf, with one thing further,viz.■ 
A Confederation of the Ancient Prieß-boo'd, which our 
Modern High Flyers ftill Cant upon, as the Model of ' 
the Cbrißian Alinißry. which laft Office, they do as 
Ignorantly, as Impioufly, call by the Name of Chrifli- 
an Prielihood : And I dare venture to fay. That the Le- 
tutical Prießbood and Cbrißian Minifl ry, are juft fuch

Parallel
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Parallel Lines, as T)r. S achevé re Is·, and that they will 
meet as foon in the fame Center ; that is, when the 
Greek Calends happen. ־

In Order to Demonftrate this, Let us only Remem- ־ ’ 
ber that which !mention’d before, That the Jfœ- - 
ijh Confiitution being a Theocraty, wherein God AEted 
Openly, and Publickly as King ; we are toconfider, that 
the Tabernacle was his Imperial Tent, while his Sub­
jefls were in a Military, and Travelling Srate; which 
was afterwards alter-’d into a fixed Pallace, called the 
Temple. Thus all things, relating ro that Oeconomy 
are eafily'underftood. For, Suitable to the Majefty of 
fo great a King, all the Utenßls and furniture of his 
Pavilion firft, and Palace afterwards, were to be Rich 
and Sumptuous ; and feeing he Liv’d and Convers’d 
with them, he was to have a Table, with Bread upon 
ir ; and all manner of Sarrzjîcej'ahdOblations to Feaft 
( as it were ) upon ’em ; together־with perpetual Fire, 
Lamps lighted, and Incenfe, and fweet Odours for 
Smell ; as well as a Throne or Chair of State, vis. 
The Ark and Mercy-Seat. And a vaft Revenue muft be ' 
fettled to Support all this State and Expence-, which 
was to be railed by Taxes and Impofitions, fuch as the 
firfifruits, Tenths, and fuch and fuch Sacrifices, up­
on particular days and Occafions ; befides Voluntary Of- 
fcrings, expected from Rich Men.

Now, thefe things being Confidered, we eafily ap־ 
prehend, that the Priefis of Old were no other, than 
the Menial or Hoi/fiold Servants of the King of ifrael ; 
the Common I évités, being the Ordinary Servants, di- 
ftributed into Four Ranks, or Orders, under their pro­
per Heads·, whofe Work was principally to take care 
of the Vurniture of the Houfe, and to Serve the Priefis ; 
who were over the Levites, to direEi, and infpeS, and 
order things, appertaining to the Kings Table and Scr- 
vice ; and over all thefe was the High Prieft, as Lord 
High Steward, and Lord High Chamberlain, all in one, 
who received his Orders from the King himfelf.

C 2 There- ■
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Therefore, as this Prießbood was Typical of Chriff, 

fo it ceas’d for ever, with the Temple, upon which ft 
depended; as foon as Chriftianity was fully ereöed. 
And, they muft needs have never understood St. 
Pauls Defign, in his Epiftles to the Galatians and 
Hebrews, particularly Gal. Chap. 3. and Heb. Chap. 
8, and 10. Who do not know that there neither 
is, nor can be any Prieß now but Chrift, nor confe- 
quently any proper Prießbood but his own Eternal One, 
which he ftill Exercifes in Heaven, as to the Intercef- 
Tory pan thereof, as he did the Oblationary part on 
Earth. Seeing therefore all Prießbood is run in■ to our 
Saviour, who poffeflès it intirely,and will dofo for e­
ver ; it is equally Nonfence and Blafphemy for any now 
to lay a Claim to Real Prießbood, as to pretend to his 
Regal Office, as he is Supreme Head of tbe Church.^— 
So that Minifters of the Gofpel are nothing more than 
Teachers and DoSors ; who if they muft be fuppofed to 
Anfwer to any of the Orders or Sorts of Men under 
the Old Teftamenr, do moft properly Anfwer to the

• Ordinary Propbets, who were Doäors or Teachers in 
- the Synagogues, and had no relation to the Temple, but 

were Rulers of Synagogues ; which were juft like our 
Parochial Churches, where they Read and Expounded 
the Scriptures of the Law and the Propbets. And 
hence it is, that tho’ Preaching is called 
in the New Teftamenr, yet the Office of a
never call’d Prießbood Nor are Gofpel Officers ever 
call’d Prießs-, tho’ Chriftians in General are Honour’d 
with the Title both of Priefts and Kings. Let thisfuf- 
fice to ihew, how vaftly different the Prießly Office was 
under the Law, from the Eccleftaftical Office under the !

For whereas the Gofpel Minißry is a Spiritual or 
Moral Office ; the Prießly Office of Old was a Civil or ׳ 
Oeconomical One, which was peculiar to that Ancient 
National Eftablifhmenr, and was to ceafe for ever with 
it. When therefore the Schecbinab that dwelt in the 
Old Temple, remov’d and dwelt in the Temple of

Chrifts .

Propbeffmg
Minißer is



(τι )
Chrifts Body,* and when that was removed to Heaver^ 
where Chrift remains a Prieft for ever 5 all the Orders 
of Priefts ceafed for ever.

I come therefore now to the main thing in our Text ; 
upon which I need not infift long, feeing, tho it be the 
principal part thereof, yet it is iöeafy to be underftood, 
that I need not dwell long upon it< The Sum there­
fore of what is here Included within a Parenthefis, is 
this. “ That Reuben, tho he was the Firft Born of If- 
“ rael, yet by reafon of his Inceft with Bilhab, bis Fathers 
« Concubine, mention'd Gen. 35. 2 2. and ^9. 4. forfeit- 
“ his Birthright, both for himfelf, and his Pofterity. So 
“ that Jacob difpofcd of the Priviledges of the Birth­
« right, as be Jaw fit, and as be was Prophetically direS- 
“ ed by God, in bis Bleffing bis Sons, Gen. ^9. Nova 
“ Jacobs difpofal of the Birthright was thus. He ad­
“ judg’d it to Jofeph, during Life^ and the double

Portion, which was one Branch of the Prerogative of 
« the Firftborn, he gave to his Pofterity·, according to 
 ,which, bis Pofterity made Two Tribes of the Twelve ״
“ and bad Two Shares in tbe Dißribution of the Land 
st of Canaan, which no other Tribe bad. But, at the 
Si fame time Jacob Prophefyed, that tbe Dominion, or 
“ Princely Power, fhould belong chiefly to the Tribe of 
st Judah, and that from him tbe Mejjiab fhouldDefcend, 
 whom be Prophefies of, under the Name of Shiloh, or ‘י
°ς the fent King and Saviour,

Now, all thefe things having been accompliihed, be­
fore that time, when this Book of Chronicles was Writ­
ten, excepting only the coming of Chrift ; the Author 
of this Book thought fit, in this fubftantial Parenthefis, 
to give us not only the Reafon of the Abdication of’ 
Reuben, the Hereditary Heir of Jacob and Prince of 
Ifrael·, but like wife to ihew us, by what Revolution 
Steps, the Main Prerogatives of his Birthright ivere 
afterwards difpofed of, in the Providence of God. For 
tho Jofeph got the Birthright ; yet this was not fuffer* 
sd to defcend Hereditarily to the Eldeft Son 5 for Jacob 

himfelf
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himfclf adjudg’d the Precedency and chief Bleffing to 
Ephraim the Youngeft Son, very contrary to Jofcpbs 
intention and defire, as we fee, Gen. 48. 17.18. ip. 20. 
But this was not all 5 for God fnatched the main Bran· 
cher of the Birthright afterwards, both from Ephraim 
and ManaJJeb·, giving the Priefthood to Levi the Third 
Son, and the Dominion■ to Judah the Fourth, together 
with the Honour of having the Meffiab to Spring ont 
of that Tribe ·, which was the Fir J and Radical Part 
of the Great Blcffing of the Firft-Barn.

And now, that I have’ mention’d this, I come to pro- 
fecute my Main Defign more Briefly. And I hope I 
(hall raife the Superfiruâure the more Firmly and 
Orderly, that I have laid the proceeding Foundation io 
Deep and Strong, that my Work feems to be almoft 
half done already.

The
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that he himfelf has always afted by this Rule; efpect- 
all then, when he afled moft immediately and expli. 
citly, in the Government of Men, and Families, and 
Nations. י ’

Now, if from none of thefe Topicks Birth-right can 
lay any juft or rational Claim to Indefeazablenefs, as 
to the Privileges mention’d ; it is certain it can have no 
Pretence at all to lay Claim to it, in any RefpeH, that 
can be called a Foundation of ßivine Right.

A Human Right it may indeed have. But then Inde· 
Jeaz>ablenefs can never be the Property of a Human 
Right, in any proper Senfe; For, as I have all the 
Power and Right to difpofe of what is mine, that my 
Father had to difpofe of what was his ; fo every Society 
or Imbodied Nation in the World, has the fame full 
Power to make Laws and ereft Conftitutions, for their 
own Good, that their Fathers had in their Days, The 
Roman Confular Government had all that Human-Right 
to fupport it, that the Regal Government had before ; 
and I dare be bold to fay, that it had at leaft as favoura­
ble a Pretence to Divine Rtght, as either that, or the Im· 
■perial Government, which fucceeded it: But it is not a 
Human-Right, that I am now to diftourfe of. However, 
in cafe any Man defigns to be fully acquainted with 
what relates to the Rights of Human Conftitutions, he ■ 
needs only confult the never to be Anfwered, Sidney on 
Government, not to mention other Authors, who never 
were Anfwered otherwife, than by Railing, and Arbi· 
trary Decrees, ( to fupply the Deleft of Reafon, Scrip­
ture and Honefty, ) I mean, fuch others as Lock and 
Hoad/y. I come, therefore, to the Three only Topickr, ; 
( for I cannot conceive, that a Fourth can be found our, ) 
from whence any Argument can be drawn for the Di­
vine Right of the Primogeniture, in Point of Indefeaza- 
bleDominion and Power. And,

• e. I do preiume, That no Man can fhew any fuch I 
Open and Explicite Declaration or Determination, as I , 
have mention’d, to have ever been given by God, in this |

Cafe :



Cafe: So thatj untill fuch a Declaration be produced, Ï 
need fay nothing on this Head. I know, indeed, that 
fomething fuppofed ro.be fucb, or at leait, of a like 
Nature, is alledg’d f rom fome Words of Paul and Pe~ 
ter, under the NewTeftament. But, feeing thefe Paf- 
fages relate to the Third Part of this Difcourfe, I muff 
remit the Confideration of them to that lait Branch of 
our Difcourfe.

2. As for the Law of Nature, and the Self-Evident 
Maxims of Reafon, I never yet heard of any fuch Me­
thod of Reaioning in the prefent Cafe. Indeed, if 
Man had never finned, and if Mankind were now in the 
fame State of Innocence, wherein he was made at firft ; 
1 know not but that the Law of Nature, in Point of 

- Birthright, might have always gone on without Altera­
tion ; fo as that the Eldeft had been ftill the Wifeft and 
Bett of all the Sons of the fame Bed, and that to fuch 
an Eminency, as to cut off all Competition. But 
there is no arguing from that Suppofition now, feeing 
Reafon and conftant Experience tell us, that it is molt 
commonly otherwife ; as was evident in the very firft 
Pair of Brothers, Cain and Abel-, where the Younger 
Brother, as the Common Proverb is, was certainly the 
better Gentleman״ If then Tyranny does not render . 
the Right of an Elder Brother hndefeazable, as' the 
WorihipfülOxöwl·« Decree mohfagely Determines; and 
if it be Sin in itfelf, and what noCircumftances can 
ever render Lawful, though it were neceffary for the 
Salvation of all Mankind, viz. To Re/ift a Tyrant, as 
the Right Reverend Bi/hop Sanderjon Religioufly Deter­
mines : Then I beg, that inch Learned Cafuifts would 
tell us, what Subiefts are to do, in cafe their Heredita- 
tary Prince be born a mere Idiot. Muft we imitate 
him in all his Freaks and Brutal Actions ? And muft vire 
obey whatever he Commands, though he himfelf un» 
derftand not what he fays, but fpeaks, what perhapse 
fome crafty Fellow teach him to fay, as Men teach 
Parots, or make a Speaking Brazen-head, or Block-

D head









(19)
becaufe of their Seniority in Point of Birth, tho’ per- 
haps born Fools, or with Tyrannical Difpofitions.

But, ( 2. ) We come to confider the Extent of rhe 
BieJing oïrhoPirftBorij, And in doing this,feeing accord- 
ing to that certain Logical Maxim, Perfcllijimmn in 
omni Genere definitur. That every Thing ought to be 
defcrib’d according to its higheft Perfection ; I fhall con- 
iider the Prerogatives and Rights of the Birthright, ac- 
cording to itsgreateft Extenfivenefs, and as it was pof· 
felt, pleno jure, in its fulleft Amplitude by Seth, Noah, 
Shew, Abraham, Ifaac and Jacob, and before it was 
divided and fplit, after the manner that our Text fpeaks 
of. Now, though Innumerable Authors have written of 
the BLeffings of the Primogeniture ; yet I muft be al- 
lowed to fay. That I have not feen One, who has not 
Treated of this SubjeCt defectively. And though I 
fhall not pretend to Perfection my felf, either in this or 
any thing elfe ; Yet I dare pretend to give the Reader 
a more full and exaEi Enumeration of the Advantages 
and Prerogatives included in the Patriarchal Blefhng of 
thofe, on whom the Birthright was fully conferred, 
than has yet been done by any other ; though my de- 
figned Brevity obliges me only to enumerate thofe Privi- 
leges, without enlarging upon them.

The Extent then of the Great Patriarchal Blefling of 
the Îirft ■ Born, ( i. e. of him to whom it was ad- 
judg’d by God, and by the Patriarch then potlefs’d 
thereof, whether his Declared Succeffor were Elder or 
Younger Son) will be clearly feen thro’, by confidering 
thefe Six Prerogatives, or Eminent Advantages thereof; 
vis. That this Bleffing intail’d upon the Succeffor, and 
the Death of the Father, contain’d, ( 1.) The AJJu- 
rance, That the Mejßd) was to defeend from him ; ( 2.) 
That he was to have a Double Portion of the Father’s 
Inheritance, above his Brethren, to fupport the Honour 
of the Primogeniture ; ( 3. ) That he was the Prophet 
or Supreme Teacher of his Family, in Point of Morals 
or Spiritual Truths; and Duties, in Relation both to God
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and Man ; ( 4· ) That he was to be High Prieft of his 
Family 5 or Matter of all Externals and Ceremonies, 
that related to the Allegiance, Tribute, Service and Ob- 
lotions, which were due from the Family to God, as 
their Supreme King; all which bore a Typical and 
Prefigurative Relation to the Meffiah, and were Enable- 
matical of him, as the moft eminent firft-Borni who, 
though he was to defcend from fuch Patriarchs, had e- 
ven then, the Supreme Patriarchal Government on his 
Shoulders, and was afterwards vifiblyto affirme it, foas 
to A£t Adam's Part over again, though in a different 
Manner, in order to regain all thofe Advantages co Man- 
kind, which the hiril Adam had loft. ( 5. J Bcfidesthe 
Prophetical and Prieftly Offices, the Bleffing of the Firft- 
Born carried along with it the Office of Legiflation, or 
Supreme Lawgiver and Judge, in all Civil Points, and 
in Relation to the Circumftances of thofè Duties and 
Allions that concerned the Prophetical and Prieftly Offi- 
tes·, fo as to appoint the Times and Places, and. the 
Order and Manner, of performing both Moral or Spi- 
situai Solemn Worlhip, as alfo of the Ceremonial or 
External Worfhip, confining in Sacrifices, Oblations, 
Feaftings ahd Waihings. ( 6. ) The Princely or Regal 
Authority ·and Power was alfo intail’d upon the firft- 
Bern ·״ which I take here in a limited Sence, for the 
Executive Power, which was lodg’d in his Hands, viz. ! 
To put the Laws of God and the Community in Executi- 
on 5 fo as to be Arbiter of Peace and War, and to be 
an Encourager and Rewarder of thofe that were Good, 
and the Corredor and Puniffier of thofe that did 
A mi fs.

Now, That the Firft of thefe Bleflings belonged to 
the Firft-Born, is evident, from what 1 faid before. Thy 
Seed' fays God to Eve, ( i. e. The Mejfiah who was to 
defcend from her, ) Jhallbruife the Serpents Head, Gen, 
3, 15. Which Bleffing is renewed to Abraham, Gen, 
2 2. ! 8. In thy Seed Jhall all the Nations of th,e Earth be i 
blejftd. On which take the Apoftles Comment, Gal. 3.
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16. He fuitb not, and to Seeds, as of Many, but as of 
One ; to tby Seed, ( in the Singular, ) as■ of Cbrift■ 
He alludes to the frequently repeated Promife made to 
Abraham, To tby Seed will I give all this Fand, &c. Gen. 
12. 7. and 13. 15. 18. and 17. 8. and 24. 7, Cf c.

2. That the Double Portion was part of the Bleffing 
of the Birthright appears from Jacob's Gift to fofepb, 
Gen. 48. 2 2. Moreover, I bave given tbee One Portion 
above tby Brethren, &c. which was given, as a Deed of 
Conveyance, or as à Pledge, not of Favour only, but of 
the Certainty of his Prophecy, That bis own name of If“ 
rael Jhould be named upon both bis Sons, and that they 
ihould have Two Portions in the Land of Canaan. And, 
upon this Account, our Text fays, that the Birthright 
was given to Jofepb. And this was ever accounted fo 
Eifential to the Birthright, that Mofes exprefly provides 
for it, by a Special Law, Enafting, Thar it fhall be un- 
alterably and univerfally fo, eventhough the Father had 
a mind, by reafonof greater Affe&ion, or the Influence 
of a beloved Wife, to aft otherwife. For, fays he, 
D’tit.n. 16. 17. He may not make the Son of the Be- 
loved Wife Firft Born, before the Son of the Hated Wife, 
who is indeed the Firft■ Born : but he fhall acknowledge the 
Son of the Hated for the Firft ■Born■, by giving him a 
Double Portion of all that be hath ; for he is the Begin- 
n i ng of his Strength, and therefore the Right of the Firft- 
Born is his. This, as it bears an evident Reference to 
Jacob's ”giving the Double Portion, and thereby the 
Birth-Right, from the Firft-Born of his Hated Wife, to 
the Firft-Born of his Beloved Wife, tho’ the Younger 
Son ; fo it does exprefly forbid all the Ifraehtes, to 
draw that Aftion ( which God over ruled for juft and 
weighty Reafons ) into a Precedent or Example in their 
Private Families.

3. As for the Prophetical Office, it was fo Inherently 
the Property of the Firft Born, by the Law of Nature 
it felf, that we cannot butafçribe it to the Fuft-Blcfing, 
and that too, as the Firft Office of all others, For, as
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the Elder tnuft be’Tuppofed to be.ordinarily the Wife(!; 
fo Underftanding being the Firfl·, and Direâive Faculty, 
God’s Way was always to bring in Light to the Mind, 
in the Firft Place, in order to Mens aäing a Rational 
Parr, in all RefpeEts, both in Serving God anil their 
Country, and Friends; a Blind Obedience, and an Im- 
plicit Faith, being what God did ever Caution again(!, 
as we fee Dm. 4. 1. Prov. 2. 3. and 13. Ifai 27. 11. 
Hof. 4. 6, Epb. I. 17. Col. 3. 10״ Now, feeing it 
is Rational to fuppofe, it is (aid as Job^ Chap. 12. 12. 
That in the length of days is underftanding ; and feeing 
there is little need of Revelation, to tell us, that Pa- 
rents ought to inftruft their Children, or that their 
Kr/?-B!2777, if hebenotundera Natural or Moral Incapa■ 
city, is his Fathers Succeffor to inftruft the Younger 
Branchesof the Family: Hence it is, that the Scripture 
infifts leis on this Office, than on the other Pÿts of the 
Firft Bleffing ; and the rather, becaufe this was not the 
Obje& of the like Emulation, as the Prieftly and Prince- 
ly Powers, which had greater Temporal Splendor and 
Advantages attending the fame. I (peak nor here direfl- 
ly of the Extraordinary Prophetical Office ; though the 
Great Patriarchs generally had iomething of this SpL 
rit, becaufe there was no written Canon of Religion, 
before Mofes. But 1 fpeak of Or dun ary Infiruttion, 
fuch as Abraham was Eminently Faithful in, Gen. 13.17. 
a 8. ip. Shall I bide from Abraham the thing which I do^ 

feeing that befhall become a great and mighty nation, and 
all the nations of theEarthfhall be blejfed in him, ( i. e־ 
By reafon that the Mefßah is to defeend from him ) For 
J knowbim, that be will Inftrutl ( fo the Word is in the 
Hebrew J his Children and his Houfhold after him, and 
they fhall keep the way of the Lord, &c. And in this re- 
fpefl, as well as in regard of-extraordinary Revelations! 
he is called a Prophet, Gen. 2 0. ך. And nolefs Faithful 
was Job, who, as he was Prophet, or Supreme Teachers 
over his Family, as well as Prieft and King, fo is he 
particularly celebrated for his Care this way, Job.t. 1.
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5· For he was not only Faithful as Prieß, to offer Sa- 
crificesfor his Children, but likewife as a Propbet, to 
inftruft them in the Ways of God, and to go before 
them in a good Example. — Now, though the Pro- 
pbetical Office was never taken from the Heads of Fa- ' 
milies, but is inherent in them Hill, in the ordinary 
Sence ; yet when Ifrael was brought into a Publick Na- 
tional State, in the Days of Mofes, it was neceflary to 
have Publick Propbets and InßruSors likewife. When 
therefore the Prieftbood. was given to Aaron and the 
Levites, and the Princely Powers to Mofes, the Pro* 
pbetical Office was likewife given to the fame Mofes al- 
fo, in thoSupreme Sence־, for he did not only give If- 
rael their Civil and Juridical Laws, and their Ceremonial 
Ones, but their Moral -and Spiritual Rules too ·, and 
therefore in this Sence, as well as by Reafon of his ex- 
traordinary Gifts, he is Called, by way of Eminency, 
the Propbet of Ifrael, Deut. 34. 10. But, feeing he 
was rather Legiflator in this Cafe, than an Inßrullor, 
Teacher or Propbet, and feeing the Inftru&ing of all 
actually was impoflible for him to accompliih ; hence it 
was that he appointed Seventy Elders, by Jetbro’s Ad- 
vice. For, though I readily grant, that the Seventy 
Elders were Magißrates and Civil Judges, to Judge, 
Inftruft and Determine, in Juridical Cafes, even as the 
Prießs in Ritual Points ·, yer it is evident, that they 
were Prophets alfo, to Inftruft and Determine in Mo-

A ral Cafes, nay, that fometimes, they had an extraordi- 
nary Afflatus of the Prophetical Spirit upon them, as is 
exprefly told us, Numb. 11. 25. &c. When therefore 
one told Mofes, that two of thofe Elders Prophefied in 
the Camp, and Joßiua, from his Zeal for Uniformity of 
Worßiip, defired My LordMofes to forbid them, v. 27. 
88. Meek Mofes check’d his fiery Zeal, with the Grave 
and Mild Sentence, that became him, as a Servant of 
God, and which was the very fame Spirit with that of 
Chrift, by which he check’d his Apoftles, when they 
defired him to ratify their Prohibiting the Man to Preach

E any 



any more, otCaft out Devils in his name, becaufè, for-. 
iooth, he followed noi them, Mark! 9. 39. 40.' Porbid 
him not, for there is no man, which fhall do U mir acid-in 
my name, that lightly can fpeakevil of me -, for he that is 
 ־t againß us, is on our Part ·, or as Luke has it, 9. 50 מ
porbid him not, for he that is not againfl us, is for us. 
50 alio fays, the Meek Mofes, v.29. :0 Jofbua, Envi oft 
thou for ,my fake ? Would to God that all the Lord's Peo- 
pie were Prophets, &z. And,־ to put Honour on Eldad 
and /JWdrf,and what they had done, lie himfelf,with all 
the ref of the Elders of Ifrael, w^nt immediately into 
the Camp, v. 30, to confirm and help them, in their 
preaching to the People. Alas ’ Hôw little have either 
of thofe Glorious Examples of Mofes and Cbrift been 
:onfidered or followed, in latter Times, by many of 
thofe that boaft to be Succeflors of the Apofiler ־ which 
indeed they have been in nothing fo eminently, as in for- 
bidding thofe. to Preach, who did not in all Things, e- 
ven in'filly Trifles, nay, even frequently in grofs Errors 
and Superflitions, follow them. But to proceed, we 
read that there were, in after Times, Schools, or Socie- 
ties 0? Prophets, where young Men were trained up, 
as in Colleges, in order to Teach the People the Spiritu- 
al and Moral Part of Religion, who were called the 
Sons of the Prophets, 2. ,King. 2, 3, 7, 15. Chap. 4. 
38. Andover fircb, the Judges Ifrael, aswerethem- 
ielves. Prophets, were Prefldents, as was the Cafe of 
Samuel, 1. Sam. 9. 6, 9, !2, 13, 14, 15. Anditap· 
pears, that there were at that Time, lèverai Companies 
or Schools of Prophets, fixed in feveral Parts of the 
Land of Ifrael, as may be collected from Chap. 10. 5, 
10, 11, 12. Now, that Samuel, the fudge, was 
Head and Prefident of the Prophets, is exprefly told 
us, Chap. 19. !0. Where it is faid, that, wbilfl the 
Company of the Prophets were Prophefying, Samuelflood 
at their Head, as appointed over them, λ e. as their 
P.efes, to Moderate, Direft and Inftruit them, in their 
Holy Exercices. So, that we are not to look upon thofe

Prophefies .



C3!>)
Prophefies to have been always foextraordinary; asthat 1 
Order and Difcretion was not to be kept fta tedly apaong 
them. And this may be rationally collected from the Di- 
ftîibution of God’s Revealing himfelf of Old, mentioned 
Chap. 6. 6. where it is faid, that when Samuel inquired 
0J the Lord, tbe Lord a nJwe red him neither by Dr cams, , 
nor by Urim, nor by Prophets,. Now, by Dreams, 
( which is a general Word here, indufive of Vifions, 
Exftafies, and Impreffions,) God ufuallÿ anfwered any 
Perfon, that inquired of him, in thofe Days ; for this 
was the molt ufual Method of Old, as Elipha^ tells us 
exprelly. Job 33. 15, de. And, when this fail’d a- 
mongft the IJraelites, the dated Recourfe was to the 
High-Prieß, to whom God anfwered by Urim and 
Thummim, compcndioufly called ־Urin; fometimes, for 
Brevities fake. Now, as this was God’s Method of 
anfwering in the Tabernacle and Temple, fo he 
often-lignified his Mind to the Prophets, by infpi- 
ring all, or fome of them, to give Anfwers to 
thofe that inquired of God this way. But neither 
Judges, nor Kings, were,tas fuch, Prefidents of the 
Prophets, and therefore, though David was a Prophet 
himfelf, y et Nathan and Gad feem to have been the 
Joynt Heads of the Prophets, during his Timej for 
which confult, 2. Sam. 17 ,2 .ך. and 12. j, 25. π. 
King. z. 10. comp, with 2.׳ Sam. 24. it, 1^. How- 
ever, certain it is, that during the Reigns of Wicked 
Princes, the Societies of Prophets had other Heads, 
feeing none could be their Heads, but proper Prophets. 
And of thele Heads, Elijah, and his Succtflbr, Elß\ 
are illuilrious Instances. In whofe Days, we read of 
Two large Colleges of Sons of the Prophets-, the One 
whereof was at Bethel, 2. King. 2. 3, do. of which 
Society Fifty were fo concern’d to know the fulfilling 
of the Prediction, concerning the Tranihtion of Elijah, 
( with which they and all the Society were acquainted, 
as we fee, υ. 3 J that they followed Elijah and Elt/ba 
as far as Jordan, near Jericho, v. 7, 15. And it would

E 2 item,
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feem, that this Society was very numerous, confifting 
of fome Hundreds, when they had Fifty itrong Men . 
ready at hand, ( who feem to have been Servants attend: 
ing them, ) to fend out upon a Three Days Journey, to 
gratify their Curiofity. 16 .ש, Wc. The other College was 
at Gilgal, where we read of an Hundred Sont of the 
Prophets, at once, in the Company of Elifia■, and treat- 
ed by him, 2. King. 4. 38, 43. And, befides this, we 
read of an Hundred Propbets hid in a Cave from Jeze- 
bel, by the means of Obadiah, 1. King. 18. 13. And, 
if the Prophets of Baal, in the Days of Ahab, were 
Pottr hundred and fifty, and the Prophets of the Groves 
Pour hundred, as we read 1. King. 18. 1^. no doubt, 
but the true Prophets of God were very many, efpecial- 
ly under good Kings. And, though the number be not 
mention’d, yet, feeing we read of the Society of all the 
Prophets, as well as of the Prie fis, afîèmbled at Jeru- 
faient, to afiift Jofiah to reform the Nation, 2. King 23; 
2, 3. we canot doubt, but that they, as well the 
Priefis, were a Regular and Considerable Body of Men. 
And it may not be incredible, that there was at that ve- 
ry time, a School of Prophets in Jerufalem, from what 
we read, 2. King. 22. 14. and 2. Chron. 34. 22. 
Where Shallum is called Keeper of the Schools, ( as the 
Hebrew may be render’d, though our Verfion render it 
Wardrobe, and others, the Cloaths, ) feeing his Wife Hui- 
dah, an eminent Prophetefs, dwelt then in the Second 
School, or Second Part thereof, ( as the Hebrew proper- 
ly fignifies, and which we render the College. ) But, fee- 
ing Mifnah fignifies not only the Second Part, but alfo 
the Houfeof Wfdom, and feeing the CW^Paraphrafe 
genders it fo ; we may very well reckon it a College, as 
our Verfion has it. So that it would feem, that there 
was a School or College of Prophets then at Jerufa- 
lent, and, perhaps, it was divided into Two Parts; one. 
for Inftr1,iling young Men, over whom Shallum was 
Prefidenr, and another for young Women, under the 
Overfight of his Wife Huldah ; to whom fiofiah Cent

Hilkiah,
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Hilkidh, the High Prie ft, ihe being very famous then. 
For, that there were Women Prophets, or Inftruflors, 

, we have no reafon to doubt, though rhe Inftances of 
thefe were not meny. Such was Miriam, Exod. 15, 20״ 
Deborah, Judg. 4. 4. and Hannah, 1. Sam. 2. And 
inch were afterwards the Virgin Mary, Elizabeth, An- 
na, and Philip's Seven Daughters. And 1 doubt nor, 
but there were Schools of Prcpbeteffes, as well as Pro- 
pbets of Old, though not fo frequent or numerous. ——; 
I have infifted on the Prophetical Office the more large- 
ly, becaufe I have obferv’d, that it is, for the moft parr, 
wholly omitted, as if it had no relation to the Primo- 
gemture -, fo that itfeemsto be very little underftood; 
moft Men dwelling fo upon the Surface of the Hiftory 
of the Old Teftament,as if there were no other Pubhci 
Offices then, but fuch as related to the Princely and 
Prieftly Powers ; which, from Modern Notions, they 
imagine to have been the fame as Civil andEccleftaftical 
Perfons. Whereas, indeed, the Priefts of Old. were 
rather civil, than Spiritual Perfons ; the Prophets being 
the proper Spiritual Officers of God, in relation to 
Spiritual Concerns. However, the Priefts were a Set 
of Men, adapted to that Time and Difpenfation, and 
are now for ever aboliih’d, —■ Had I Time for it,

, I could ihew, that what the Schools of the Prophets 
were, before the Captivity, that were the Synagogues 
after them ·, and that Cbrifiian'Churches were, under 
the New Teftamenr, modell’d almoft exactly, after the 
Form and Manner of the So th~t
from hence, I might fhew how juftly I infift on this No- 
tion, that Minifters of the Gofpel are the fame now0 
that the Prophets were of Old, as to their ftated and or- 
dinary Work ; and therefore, the very fame, that the 
Rulers and Teachers of the Synagogues were afterwards. 
But, feeing I cannot do this now, let the Reader con- 
PAtVitringa de Synagoga, Wc. and he will find this Sub- 
jedcopiouily treated of. In the mean time, I fhall only 
fay this, that to go to rhe Antiquated Hierarchy of the

Temple^
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Temple, for a Pattern of a Chriftian Hierarchy ; is ac 
Abfurd, as it were to fet up real Altars in our Cathc- 
drals, &c. 70 Sacrifice Bullocks or Rams upon them, with 
all other Tuch Ritual: ; or as it would be to Convert the 
]Lords Supper back again into the Supper, of the Pafcat 
ILamb.

^ly. As for the Prieftly Office, I need only mention 
it; ieeing it is evident to every Body, efpecially after 
what I fa id before, that this was part of rhe Prerogative 
of the PirfiLBorn. For God fays exprefiy, Numb. 3.12, 
33. and Chap. 8. 16, &c. and Chap. 18.6,7. That be 
bad taken the Levites into the Priefthood, indeed of all 
the firft Born Males of Ifrael ; and that he had given the 
Birth-Right of the Levites, as to the point of Precedency 
and Authority, to Aaron and his Sons.

fty. The Legifilature or־ Legiflative Office, was alfo 
a Prerogative, and an eminent one. of rhe Primogeni- 
sure. And indeed, in the nature ot things, it ought to 
!be confidered before the three Offices of Prophecy, Priefe- 
hood and Dominion · feeing ־Legifilation precceds thefe 
Three : For all thefe fuppofe Laws already made, as 
seing properly Offices, that relate only to the Executi- 
on of Laws, in reference to a threefold diftribution of י 
»hem, into Moral, Ceremonial, and Judicial.· For, 
tho Abfolute and Tyrannical Governments, confound 
she Making, and Execution of Laws; and jumble both 

»■:ogether, as if they were one, or rather, as if all Law 
were a mear Chimera, excepting only, the Arbitrary 
Will of the Prince ; ־ ct certain it is, that thefe two are 
altogether diftinEt things, in their Nature; and that 
therefore the Offices that relate to them, even then, 
when they are poifeft by one and the fame Perfon, are 
equally diftinEt likcwiie. And this is fo very certain, 
uhat even God himielf has ever aEled towards Men, To 
as to obferve a Decorum, in relation to both thefe ; fee- 
ing God did never require Obedience to himielf, in any 
thing, without premifing fome open Declaration of his 
will, by Publiihing fome Sy item or compend of Laws, 

ro
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to be obferved · and this he has always done likewife,4 
in fo condefcending a manner, as not only to ihew the 
Reafons upon which his Laws are founded, but to add, 
an incourageing Sanftion to them. For, whereas other 
Law-givers do only Corroborate their Laws, by Threat- 
ning fevere Punifhments againft the Tranigreflbrs of 
them, without any promife of Rewards to the Obfervers 
of them, unlefs the Implicit ·fuppofition of bare Prote- 
ftion or Impunity, be reckoned a Promife : God; upon 
the other Hand, does not Command any thing to be 
done, to the faithful Oblervance of which, he does not 
annex very incourageing aflurances of Rewards and Ad- 
vantages.

Now, tho’ God was the Supreme Legiflature of the 
World and Church, in all tirpes, yet he always made 
ufe of proper Perfons, to Aft as his ·Deputies this way, 
that Order might be obferved amongft Men, and Con- 
fufion avoided. And certain it is, that the Heads of 
Families were naturally fuch Subordinate Lawgivers to 
their Children and Servants. The Six Adamical Pre- 
cepts, which the Jews fpeak of; and which from their 

r Renovation under Noah, with the addition of One more, 
concerning tbe Eating of tbe Blood of any Creature wbilß 
Alive, (for fo the Words Gen, 9. 4. ought to be un- 
derftood ) are called the Seven Noahical Precepts ; 5 
fay, thefe Precepts, io admirably cleared up by Selden, 
De Jure Nature & Gentium, See. are an eminent proof 
of the Legiflative Office, in the Firft Times ; tbefe ba- 
ving been juft fuch a Compend. of the Ancient Patriar- 
cbal Polity, as the Decalogue was afterwards of the Jem- 
ifh Conflitution. The Legiflature therefore, was cer- 
tainly an eminent part of the Firft-Blefling, which be- 
longed to the Firfi-Born : So that wherever the Firfl- 
Bleffing was lodged, that Perfon, tho’ the Toungeß Bro- 
tber, had the Firß ]bare in the Legiflative Power, E 
fayD the Firfl (hare, becaufe I (hall afterwards prove, 
that in Ordinary Cafes, the Father of the Family, did 
not Arbitrarily make Laws, at kaft had no Authority
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de Jure, either from God or Nature, to make Laws, 
without the Advice and Concurrence of the Primores 
Familice, the Men of Note, and Difcretion, that were 
of the Families, unlefs where fuch were not to be found. 
For all the Power, that ever God gave to any Father, 
or Prince whatfoever, was only Accumulative, vis. To 
do good änd not hurt, to the Society. And this is fo 
evident, that the Apoftle Paul, even in that place, 
where he feems to icrew up the Power of Princes to 
the higheft pitch, and to nail down the Obedience of 
Subjects to the loweft ftep of fubmiffion, viz. that Text, 
Pom. 13. I, 2, &c. yet lays this very maxim as the 
Foundation, both of the Authority of the one, and the 
Obedience of the other. v. 3; &c. For, fays he, Rulers 
are not a Terror to good Works, but to the Evil, ( i. e. 
they are not to be reckoned Rulers at all, but when they 
AQ: thus. ) Do that which is Good, and thou Jhalt have 
Traife of the fame. For he is the Minifier of God to 
thee for Good, ( fo that if he Command Evil, his Com- 
mand is null, and we owe him no Obedience,) but, if 
thou dofi Evil be afraid, Kc. Never certainly was there 
a plainer Scripture againft Paflive Obedience to Tyrants; 
and never therefore was there a Generation of more 
Sottifh Scricb Owls than our late Pafiive Obedience Men ; 
who, forfooth, becauie this Epiftle is thought to be 
Written in the days of Nero, to a few Chriftiaris at 
Rome, ( who perhaps were not above an Hundred in all, 
at that time) to Obey the Emperor and Senate, and 0· 
ther Rulers, in all their Lawful Commands ; that there- 
fore a whole Chriftian Nation, fuch as Great-Britain■, 
ought to give up their whole Conftitution, with all 
their Laws, Liberties and Properties to the Arbitrary 
will of a Cain or Nero, meerly becaufe he is the Su■ 
preme Ruler, or pretends to be fo by Defcent. And yet 
this worfe than Brutal Notion, prevails now to that · 
height, that we cannot but conclude, that God. for 
our many and great Sins, fuffers us to be thus fatally 
Infatuated, 60 our own Ruin, and to the future Infamy. , ------ . _ — -
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of this Generation and Nations ; to be branded as a 
parcel of Men, equally funk in Sence and in Goodnefs, 
by the common Vote of all other Nations of the World, 
and that down to all Pofterity, to the very end of 
time.

6ly and Lailly, The Blefjing ■ of the Firß-Born did 
include the 'Princely Authority and Power. This is fo 
evident, and has been fo much infilled upon, by 311 
Writers, that I have no more to do, but barely to Name 
it. And I believe, that of Old time, before National 
Canftitutions were formally Erefted, every Father had 
the fame Power over his Children and Servants, ( for 
before Chriftianity was Eftabliih’d under Conftantine, 
there were no other Servants known in the World but 
Slaves, over whom and their Pofterity for ever, the 
Malier had the fame Power, ,as over their Cartel; 
which was the Rule that obtain’d even among the 
Jews, tho’ with iome Alleviations as to the Hebrew 
Servants, for which fee Exod, 21: 1, &c. Lev. 25. 39, 
&c.) that Supreme Magiftrates have now, in rightly Con- 
ftituted Governments. So that I queftion not, butthat 
they had power of Life and Death committed to them״ 
by the Noaichal Law. And of this, I think we have an 
Inftance in Judah, Gen. 38. who Condemned Lamar his 
Daughter in Law to be Burnt to Death, v. 24. and af- 
terwards remitted the Puniihment, v. 25,26. I know 
indeed that our Commentators ulually fuppofe, that 
Judab had no fuch Power, but that he Commanded 
her to be brought before fame Magiftrate or other, and 
they alledge that he could have had no power over her, 
the being then in her Fathers houle. But, all thefe fup- 
pofitions amount to nothing; for by her Marying in- 
to his Family, fhe became his Subject. Nor will the 
Text allow of any Form of Procefs, in this cafe, before 
any Magiftrate. The whole Procedure was; Judah 
Commands her to be brought forth and Burnt ; ihe de·־ 
fires the Meflèngers firft to deliver his Three Pledges ; 
He fees his fin difcovered, andconfeffes it, and fo remits 
Let Puniihment. And

I
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And thus I have done with the Piiviledgcs of the 

Birib Right, which I have carried as far, as the Oxford 
Decreers themfelves can poffibly defire.

2. And now in cafe they canprove, that the Right of 
this Birthright, and the Priviledges thereof, have been 
Conveyed Indefeazably.down to this Day, and have, by 
an uninterrupted ־Patriarchal Succe/fionfU^nà^L always 
to the Eldeit Sons, in a right Line, from Adam or ־No- 
ah, to our prefent times, ( which is the fécond Confi- 
deration mention’d before, and without which the for. · 
mer can be of no ufe at all, in the prefent Controver- 
fy : ) 1 fhall then readily yield up the Caufe, and be- 
come as great a Zealot and Bigot for Hereditary Right,

Dr. Sacheverel — And, yet this is but a
very reafonable defire 5 feeing, according to the Uni- 
verbally receiv’d Rule of difputing, Affirmanti incumbit 
 Brobartio, he that afierts any thing, ought to prove it־
too, it being po ways reafonable to expert that the An- 
tagonift (hould be put to the proof of the Negative 
parr.

But yet, to (hew a generous concern for Truth, in 
the prefent Café, I fhall, out of pity to my deluded 
Antagonifts, venture upon this unufual part of a Dif- 
pctanr. For, being fully allured of the Impoffibility of 
finding out the ־Uninterrupted Succejf.on, of any one 
Prince in the World, which were an undertaking fitter 
for none than Don Enrico Maniaco, or an Olivers Por- 
ter ·, who yet was never perhaps fo Mad, as to pretend 
ir, in favour of his old Matter, without fome fort of 
fairer pretence to Premifes, than our late Sa——-—tes 
do : I fhall proceed to demonftrate ( over and above 
what 1 have faid already ) that ir is Apparent from the 
Scriptural Account of things ; that a proper Hereditary 
Succejjion of Princes, was never kept to, in Fail, either 
by God or Men ·, and that confequently it was neither 
Lawful, in all Cafes, nor poffible, to keep to it.----׳ 
And therefore 1 am now brought co the Second General 
Head of Ulis Dilcourfe, which is



. ,

The II. Inquiry, viz. Into the Hidory of thsHeredi- 
tary Succefiion of Patriarchal Princes, who have 
been Pofleflèd of the Grand Bleffmg, and Privi- 
ledges of the Birth Right ; either in whole, or in 
part.

Now, in order to Treat Hißorically of the Succeffon 
01 Princes, who have been PoiTefled of the Great Blef- 
fing and Priviledges of the Birth-Right : I fhall, for 
Orders fake, divide this inquiry into Two Periods : The 
sß. of which fhall Treat of this Succeffon, before the 
Priviledges of the Birth Right were Divided : And the 
2d. fhall be of the Succeffion of thofe Princes, that had 
the Dominion, but nor all the other Prerogatives of rhe 
Birth-Right. Which Two Periods, in reipeft of Time, 
reach, the one from Adam to Mo/es, and the other 
from Mofes to Chrift.

The iß. Period of the Hiflory of Hereditary Right, 
and of the Sacred Line of the Succeffion of Jure- 
Divino Princes -, viz. Of thofe who were PofleG 
fed of the Intire Birth-Right, before any of the 
Prerogatives thereof were Alienated from the 
Princely Power: Which reaches down from Adam 
to Aiofies.

7

Now, for Methods fake, and with regard to the ie- 
ties of time, without being tyed up to rhe niceties of 
Chronology ( which my intended brevity allows not 
of ) I fhall diftinguifh this General Period, into Three 
leffer Periods : Which for the fake of diftinäion, I fhall 
call -Ages. The !. is the Antediluvian one from Adam 
to Noah : The 2. fhall be from Noab to Abraham : and 
the Third from A'braham to Aiofies.

The ( ï.) Age of the Succeffion of Patriarchal Prin- 
ces, viz. The Ante-Dnuvian ones, from Adam 
to Noah,

F 2 It
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ït is the General Opinion of Learned Men, of all 

Denominations ; that the Son of God, who fince his In- 
carnation in the days of Auguftusls known by the Name 
of Jef us Cbrifi, was he, who Ailed of Old, in the name 
of God ; in the Works both of Creation andProvidence. 
In reference to which confideration, he was Anciently 
fpoken off, both by 'Jews and Chrifians, and particularly 
by Sr. John, in the beginning of his Gofpel, under the 
Name of tbeWord, who made and did all things; the 
Grf.?À׳ Word, Logos, which fome render the Word, and 
others tbe Renfon, being a Rcripbrafis equivalent to the 
Hebrew Word Schcchinab, which fignifies the Exprcfied 
Glory of God ; or as Raul in the beginning of the Epi- 
!tie to the Hebrews calls it,, the Bright nefs of Gods Gio- 
ry : fo that this Title arofe from Gods appearing to the 
Israelites of Old, at Sina, and in the Temple, in Flames 
of Ure, and bright Clouds, which was called the Ap- 
pearance of Gods Glory.

But, however theie Things be, certain it is, That 
God intended at firft, by making Alan perfeft, and after 
bis own Image, to ereft tbe Human Government into a 
Tbeocraty or Divine Government, under tbe Conduft of 
bis Son, by whom be bad made tbe World, and particularly 
ibis Inferionr One, over which he bad fet Adam, as Vice״ 
roy, under tbe Logos or Word, even bin!, who hasfince 
taken the Government of Mankind upon bimjelf in ano■ 
th er manner, and of whom we own our felves Sub] efts, 
as be is our Saviour, and immediate Lord and King, 
in a Spiritual Senfe,.

c־ Bur, it was not long (as a certain Author fays, in 
w his Divine Right of tbe Revolution, ) before Satan pre- 

vail’d by Subtihy, upon our Firft Parents, to joyn 
“ Interefts with him, againft their Natural and Rightful 
ec King ; by which Chrift’s Defign, of Erefling the Hu־ 
“ man Family into a Theocraty, or Divine Government, 
“ feem’d tobe wholly fruftrated ; as, indeed, it brought 
“ Things into a quite different Stare, from that where- 
“ in they were at firft. But Chrift, who could neither 

“ be



sc

cs

.ί

ce

(45 )
« be Outwitted nor Defeated by the Grand Apoftate, 
e* grafts a new Plan on this very Occurrence ; a Con- 
“ trivance fo Admirable and Noble, as fwallows upall 
« Human Thought, and which, therefore, I dare not 
 launch out into at this Time. All that I fhall י·
“ fay here is, That tbe Logar, mov’d with Pity to poor 
“ loft Man, with juft Indignation againft Satan, and a

ce
ce

ce 
ce

deep Concern for the Father’s Honour, and his own 
Reputation ; refolves to make Human Nature Tri- 
umph over the Diabolical ; and for this End, engages 
to become the Poederal Head of Men, and thus 
to AEt ?l^w’s ־Part over again, though another way, 
in order to regain what he had 10 foon, and fo ihame- 
fully loft.
“ Man being thus in a iapfedor finful State, but ren- 
dred Salvable, by vertue of the Undertaking of Chrtfi 
the Logos .־ hence a perpetual Struggle and Conflid 
followed, between Him and Satan■, tbe Ufurping 
Tyrant labouring to preferve his new Conquefts, and 
the Logos to regain them. Both thefe Competitors 
had their feveral Advantages in this Conflid: for 
Satan had on his fide the Corruption of Human Na- 
ture, fince the lapfe, with fenfual Temptations, as 
ftrong handles, in order to make Men fond of his 

• Government ; Whilft Chrift had all the Arguments, 
on his fide, which Reafon, Duty, and Intereft could 

 furnifh Men with ; enough, if duly confidered, to ׳
 ingage all Men to quit the Tyrants Interefts and fall ׳
1 in with their True and Rightful L^rd.

ce
“ In what manner, and with what various Succefs, 
the Kingdom of Chrift and Satan, have ftruggled and 
gone on in this World, Hiftory may in part inform us 

“ if wifely confidered. I fhall, at prefent, content my 
“ felf with a few Stridures ; and fuch only I fhall 
u confine my felf to, as bear a Relation to our prefent 
“ Subjed.

Adam, and his Pofterity being brought under a 
■ “ Hew Difpenfation, and a Gratuitous One, by reafon 

9(
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se of this undertaking of the Logos, difcover’d in the 
“ firft Declaration thereof, Gen. 3. 15. which is com- 
** monly called the Firft Promife : The offer of Cbrift 
4‘ appeals to be plainly this ·, viz to take Men under 
at his ProteSion and Guardianftip, in order to Govern 
“ and Save them. For which end, as he was to Rule 
£< them, as Reafonable and Free Creatures, and fuch 
‘c confequently that were Salvable, tho’ Sinners 5 fo 
 likewife to ereft them into Regular Societies, under ״
« the immediate Government of thofe, whom heihould

judge moft proper to Aft under him, as his Vice-Ge- 
J‘ rents on Earth.

Λ hilft Adam Liv’d, there could be no Competiti- 
“ on ·, tnl had God bren fora Jure Divino Gmntcr? 
ei rupied l ineal Succcffion of Princes down from him," 
sl rhcie could have been as little Competition, as to 
4‘ his SuccciTor ; feeing his Eldeft Son Cain, muft have 
 been look! upon by all Men, to be Indefeazably the ״
** next Prince and Monarch of the whole World, not- ׳ 
cc wirhftanding his'4mpiety, and confcquently Moral 
tç Incapacity, of being a fir Per ion to be Gods Vicege-

rent, or a Ruler over Aden, for their Good.
But, feeing Cain was of a Wicked Life and Bloody 

Difpofition, we need not doubt but that Adam and his 
Family were in Pejplexity, to have him fucceed as 
Head of the Human Family $ efpecially feeing his Bro·׳ 
ther Abel was to good a Man, .0 proper to promote . 
the Sa hrs Edmili& & Populi, the common Good of the 
Society, which Reafon and Intereft mult have told them, 
was the Suprema Lex, the Supreme Rule, Firft Foun· 
dation, and main End of all Government.

In this ftrair,' Adam, being cautious of afting Rafhly, 
in a Cafe where he had no Prefidcnt, thought fit, that 
rhe Two Candidates fhould appeal to God, for a Deter- 
mination of this Controverfy, between rhe Hereditary 
and Indejeazible Right-, which Cain went upon, and 
the Plea of the General Good of the Community, which 
was pleaded on Abels part, and which was thought to be
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an Over-Ballancing Consider at ion, fufficient to fet afide 
a bare Plea of Birth Right, which Tyranny, equally as 
Madnefo, or as Species of Madnefis, mutt be iuppofed 
to render wholly Precarious.

Now, in Cafe of any Doubt that may arife, as to 
this Suppofition ; that the Offerings of Cain and Àbe!^ 
related Gen. 4. 3, 4, 5, &e, were a folemn Appeal to 
God, for his Determination, which of them ihould be 
owned and fubmitted unto, as the Prince Eleß of the 
Adamitical Yamily, and the next Head, thereof, after 
Adam ; I (ball render this evident beyond Controverfy, 
to all equitable Judges, by the two Confiderations fol- 
lowing. And (1.) What lefs, than Gods Approbation 
of Abel, as the Head or Prince ElcQ of Men, could 
have made Cain fo Wroth, and his Countenance thus to 
fall·, which as the Text fays, was to that height, as to 
contrive after this, to Murder his Brother ? Was Caïn . 
fo Holy and Devout, as to value a mere Spiritual fa- 
vour, or to grudge Abel on this bare Account, to fuch 
a defperate degree of Rage, as we find he was brought 
to ? No, no, it is evident the Appeal was Solemn, for 

' no lefs than all the 'Prerogatives of the Primogeniture ;
and that the Rejection of Cain, and the Eleftion of A- 
bel, was declared publickly by a vifible Sign: which I 
doubt not was materially the fame, that was common 
afterwards in Ifoael, even in lefs important Cafes, viz. 
Gods confuting the Sacrifice of him whom he Accepted, 
&c. as by Fire from himfelf, and leting that alone, 
which was offered by the other, whom God Rejefied. 
And indeed this is the general Opinion both of^rorand 
Chriftians. The Appeal of Elijah againft the Prophets 
of Baal, (not to mention other inftances, fuch as AD- 
fos his Rod, in oppoiition to the Egyptian Alagicians -, 
and Aarons Rod, in oppoiition to the Heads of the o- 
ther TribesJ mayjuftly belookt upon as a bright 11* 
luftration of this Firft Appeal ·, for I look upon it to be 
in. many refpefls, a parallel Cafe. But (2.) The 
thing that determines the Cafe finally, is, Gods own 

exprefs
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exprefs Declaration thereof, v. 6, ך. Why art thou 
Wroth, י------------ If t bon doß well, fhalt thou not be ac- 
cepted, °-------- -  And unto thee fhall be bis defire, 
and thou fiait Rule over him, or thou fhalt be the Ru- 
1er over bim. Now thefe lait Words determine the 
Point. For they contain a final Determination of thefe 
Three Effential Maxims of Government. 1, That, Ce- 
teris paribus, i. e. where the Scales hang even between 
Two Competitors for the Rights of Soveraignty ·, that in 
that Cafe, Birth-right or Hereditary Right ought to take 
place. For God declares here to Cain, that had he been 
but as good as his Brother Abel, the Intail of Succeifi- 
on had nor been cut off ·, bur that he (hould have been, 
in courfe, and according to Natural Right, preferr’d a- 
bove Abel. 2. But then, it is equally plain here, that 
Birth-Right is not Indefeazable, in point of Succeffion, 
but an Alterable Thing·, feeing it is evident here, that 
Cain was rejected both de jure and de faff0, and Abel 
preferred above him. For, as God pronounces, that if 
an Hereditary Prince did Evil, i. e. fo as to render him־ 
felf unworthy to Govern, Sinfiouldbe laid at bis door, 
i. e. he ihould be Puniih’d for fo doing, and Depos’d 
from being Prince : So God did, inFa&, Abdicate Cain, 
and forc’d him to feek (heiter elfewhere, for his Wick- 
ednefs. 3. Therefore it is evident here, That the true 
foundation of Preference, in regard of Empire and 
Command, is not bare Birth Right, far lefs Bodily En· 
dowments, but Goodnefs and Aptitude for promoting 
the Publick Good: for I pretend not to make private 
Virtues the proper Charafferiftick in this Cafe, feeing 
every fuch good Man is hot fit for Supreme Authority $ 
but Ï chiefly ( tho’ not exclufively of rhe other) mean 
fuch Virtues and Endowments, as relate more direâly 
to Government, as the principal', if not only things, to 
be lookt after in a Governour. And, as I believe Abel, 
exceeded Cain in thefe, as well as in the former ; fo I 
reckon Seih did likewifè afterwards, tho’ Born after 
Abels Death 5 and therefore no doubt was one, who 

had
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had many other Elder Brothers than Cain, as will ap; 
pear to any, that attentively compares Gen. 4.14. with 
v. 25. So, that God was io far from tying up himlelf 
to the next, in the‘ Hereditary Line ; that he rejeâed 
not only all rhe Pofterity of Cain, and thofe alfo of 
Abel, who, 1 queftion nor, left Children behind him, 
( and who dare fay, that he did not ) but likewife paft 
by all the other Sons of Adam, and made choice of 
Seth ; who was Born, at leaft an Hundred Years after 
Cain and Abel, For we muft not Judge of Adam, as 
of his Pofterity ; feeing he and his Wife were Created, in 
all the full Vigour of Adult Perfons, without running 
thro’ Infancy, Childhood, and Youth, as all others dc׳s 
before they arrive ,at compleat Manhood.?

And therefore I look upon it, as a very precarious 
Supposition, that all the Patriarchs mention’d in the 

-5 th of Ge ne fis were Eldeft Sons. For the defign of 
Mofes, is only to give us the Names of thofe that Sue- 
cefiively Reigned over Pofterity in the Sethian 
Line, without infinuating that any one of them was the 
Firfi-Born. Certain it is, that Seth was not : And yet 
of him Mofes Writes thus ; And Adam Lived 130 
Fears, and begat a Son,---- and called his Name Seth ; 
and the days ■of Adam, after he had begotten Seth, were 
Koo Tears ·, and he begat Sons and Daughters. Now 
were it not certain, that Adam had Children Elder than 
Seth, or had Mofes omitted the Hiftory of Cain and 
Abel ·, this paflàge would certainly have been reckon’d 
a. full proof that Seth was the Firft-Born of all the A- 
damites ; and that Adam had no Children before he 
was ! 30 Years of Age. But now, that we arefureof 
the contrary, and that we fee that this Phrafe is kept 
to ever after, without variation, thro‘ the whole Geneal. 
logy in Chap. 5. I cannot but reckon that Enos, Cainan, 
and all the reft were as little the Elaeft Sons of their 
Fathers as Seth was, and that Mofes mentions them 
firft. equally as Seth, meerly becaufe they were cholen 
by God and the Family, to be the Heads and Princes of 
the Adamites, Was not the getting as many Children^ 

G-as
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iis was poilîblc, Gods Pirß Blcjmg of Man and Com* 
mand to him, Gen. 2. 2 8. And God Blejfcd them, and 
Godfaid unto them, be fruitful and Multiply, and Re- 
pleni/h the Earth, &c. And were not the Ante-Dilu· 
vian Patriarchs more Veger, Strong and Prolifick, than 
fince the Earth was fpoil’d by the Flood, as to its firft 
Fruitfulncfs? of which their long Lives, and continu■ 
ing to beget Sons and Daughters, even after they were 
many Hundreds of Years Old; is an unqueftionable 
proof. Is it not then meet Nonfence to fancy, that 
the Patriarchs were Children in ftrength, and incapa- 
ble to beget Children, or without inclination that way, 
,till they were 60, 70, or 100, or near 200 Years of Age. 
And yet to this filly and Bedlam ihifr, are thofe reduc’d, 
that would have the Adamitical Princes, down from 
Adam to Noah, mentioned Gî/7. Chap. 5. to be all of 
them the Eldeft Sons. For, upon this Suppofition, 
'Seth muft have had no Children till he was J05 Years 
Old ; nor Enor till he was 50; nor Cainan till he was 
70 ; nor Mahaleel till he was 6 j; nor Jared till he was 
162 ; nor Enoch till he was 65 5 nor Melhufelab till he 
was 187; nor Lamech till he was 182. Credat Judeus 
Apella : Let thole, that can believe all the Legends of 
Paganifm and Popery, believe this too if they pleafe. 
But as for me, 1 believe, that thofe Patriarchs did not 
only continue long to have Children, but that they be· 
gun foon, and that they were Emulous who fhould 
have moft Children, in compliance with Gods Com- 
mand ; and to ftrengthen themfelves this way in the 
Earth; feeing they had the whole World to fill and 
fubdue. And I believe the Defcendants of Serb and 
Cain ftrove, who fhould grow ftrongeft this way, from 
3 Political view, in point of Empire. And we know, 
that even in after times, and among thej?wx down to 
Chrifts time, thofe that were Barren were lookt upon 
as under a Curfe, and that a multitude of Children was 
reckoned a BLffing-, which is the opinion of the Jems 
even to this Day.

But to return to Adam, certain it is, that he had not 
only
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