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Editorial
THE SPIRIT OF ADVENTURE

So what's wrong with ““Christian Adven-
ture’’? The dictionary defines it as “an
exciting or extraordinary experience.”
And a life, fully lived for Christ, can be
all that. And more.

In 1912, an advertisement appeared in
the London Times.

“Men wanted: Major journey, long

hours, challenging work, extreme

danger. Possible fame. Reply, Box

118, The Times.”

It was placed by Sir Ernest Shackle-
ton, who needed men for his subsequent
successful expedition to the Antarctic.

Did it frighten men off? Shackleton
had so many applications that he did not
know how to process them.

Responding to a challenge is the heart
of human experience. It lies close to the
call of God for sacrifice, for non-con-
formity (Rom. 12:1,2), for service to
others.

Most projects, affecting most lives, are
sound, well advised, prudent (usually
through a committee) and monumentally
dull! There is need for a renewed call to
“’Adventuring for God"’.

Look at Shackleton’s ad again. What
he says is not a single, daring project—it
applies to life itself. It applies to the
Christian life—to dare, to do, to die if
necessary. How many young people are
willing to “sign up’’?

“’Dare to be a Daniel?

Dare to stand alone?

Dare to have a purpose firm?

And dare to make it known?"’
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The Editor has a card that says:
MY CONSECRATION

| believe that Jesus Christ died
for me, and rose from the dead. |
believe that | am saved to
serve...to be an instrument
wholly yielded to Him. Therefore |
make this committal of myself:

LORD JESUS CHRIST:

| am and have
A LL | ever will be and

| ever will have
| give to Thee, absolutely, uncondi-
tionally and forever. | will serve
Thee in a foreign land or in my own

country. | am Thine to use in a

place of Thy choosing.
(Rom. 12:1-2, 1 Cor. 6:19-20)

“Let Thy power,
O Christ, be in me.”

If you want to reply to this type of
appeal, write to me, and I'll send you the
card. Then you too can sign on the
dotted line! (Ed.)

SPECIAL
YOUTH SUPPLEMENT ISSUE

This issue of the Recorder has been
prepared with young people in mind.
Special articles and information will be
found from the Editorial page to the
Book Reviews. The centre spread has
been specially prepared so that it can be
removed and kept for future reference.
Reprints of it will be available if desired.

This is a day, both of challenge and
opportunity, for the youth of today. Our
desire is that they might realize the fulfill-
ment of these two vital areas of their
lives, and do so in the context of the Will
of God.

Young people are invited to write to
the Editor, or to any of the officials and
faculty of the College, if further informa-
tion, help or counsel are desired.

Remember:
“Only one life, ‘twill soon be past;
Only what’s done for Christ, will last.”

WE DIDN'T SAY IT!

The President of another Bible College
did.

It seems that Mike had gone to him for
counselling about the Bible College he
should attend. He got a pat answer. (Pun
intended—Pat and Mike—get it?)

““Apply to O.B.C."” said the counsellor.
“It has a fabulous faculty and excellent
academic standing.” So Mike came here.

Actually we are not trying to impress
people—we just want to serve the Lord
and help train His servants.

So if you like Bible Study, good
academic programs, Christian service and
wonderful fellowship, you’ll love O.B.C.
Try it—you’ll like it!

WHAT’'S YOUR ANGLE OF REPOSE?

No—not the spinal curve that fits the
summer hammock, the lazy-boy chair or
the studio couch. “Angle of repose” is a
term from geology (get out that book
again!) and is the degree of slope at which
falling or moving rocks stabilize and cease
to roll.

Perhaps you are too restless, always on
the go, seeking ““a place to stand and a
place to grow.” The Bible says, “be still
and know that | am God.” “Stand still
and see the salvation of the Lord.”
“Come unto Me...and | will give you
rest.”’

The angle of repose in Christ means
stability, security. It means purpose and
planning. It means a life of heart peace
and inner quiet, in the will of God.

Stop rolling. You won't gather moss.
You'll gain life, and that more abun-
dantly. That's what being a Christian is all
about.



THE LIVING WORD

by the late DR. JOHN McNICOL

A very long time ago a wise man said, ‘“Of making many books there is no end.” If that
was true in his day, how obviously true it is in ours! The multiplication of books is one

of the most marked features of modern times.

But books are made to die! They come from the press in their thousands every year,
and engage our attention for a while, only to be thrust aside by other books that follow
them and in a short time to be forgotten. Yet in the midst of this stream of books that
are made, that live awhile and die, there is one book that has come down through the
ages with the power of an endless life—the Word of God, which liveth and abideth

forever.

The Bible lives because there is life in it. It has the qualities that characterize all living
things, namely, unity, continuity, adaptability and energy.

I. LIVING UNITY

The Bible has a unity which is not
superficial, but is organic, like that of a
plant or a living creature. It is a unity of
structure and of internal relations.

At first sight the Bible is marked by
great diversity. It is composed of sixty-six
books, written by some forty authors,
who lived in different countries, and in
different ages. It contains various kinds of
literature, in both prose and poetry. The
writers belonged to diverse conditions of
social and individual life. Yet when their
writings are put together in this one
book, the result is something which
stands before us as a living whole. In spite
of the manifold variety of its contents,
the Bible, from the beginning to the end,
develops but one great theme, the revela-
tion of God to man, the story of redemp-
tion.

“The Beginning . . . The End”

Compare the beginning and the end of
the Bible. In the beginning we have the
creation of the heavens and the earth, and
in the end we have the new heavens and
the new earth. In the beginning we find
Satan entering to deceive and destroy; in
the end we behold Satan cast out where
he can deceive and destroy no more. In
the beginning sin enters, bringing in its
train sorrow and pain and death, in the
end of the Bible we read that ““there shall
be no more death, neither sorrow, nor
crying, neither shall there be any more
pain.” In the beginning we have the curse
coming into the world God had made and
pronounced to be “very good.” That
curse drags its evil way through all the
ages till we read in the end, “there shall
be no more curse but the throne of God
and of the Lamb shall be in it.” In the
beginning we have Paradise lost; in the
end we have Paradise regained.
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fit together so closely that they must be
organically connected. We see this when
we proceed to trace the idea of redemp-
tion through from the beginning to the
end of the Bible. Following upon the
story of creation and the fall, we have the
revelation of God’s purpose of redemp-
tion, and His preparation for it in the
choice and separation of Israel, and His
dealings with them in their national
history, all recorded for wus in the

historical books of the Old Testament.
Then in the poetical books we have the
human response to the divine purpose in
the aspiration of devout souls in Israel;
and in the prophetical books the expecta-

German Bible, translated by Dr. Martin Luther and printed in 1708. Now in the O.B.C. Library

archives.

Two Parts

Then again the book displays its vital
unity when we compare its two parts.
The two Testaments are diverse, and yet
they are related the one to the other as
the bud is related to the fiower. In the
Old Testament, as Augustine pointed out
long ago, the New Testament lies hidden,
while in the New Testament the Old
Testament lies open. In the Old Testa-
ment we have outward forms enveloping
inward principles; in the New Testament
we have inward principles developing out-
ward forms. In the Old Testament we see
God in Himself as supreme, and man in
himself as sinner; in the New Testament
we see God in Christ as Redeemer and
man in Christ as redeemed.

The Old Testament and the New thus

tion and assurance of its ultimate fulfil-
ment.

But the OIld Testament closes, and
the promised redemption has not yet
appeared. The New Testament opens with
the manifestation of the Redeemer in the
Gospels, carries us into the Acts and
Epistles, where redemption is realized in
the history and experience of the church,
and leads us at last to its consummation
in the book of Revelation. Thus the
whole Bible exhibits a consistent purpose
from beginning to end. It is a record of
the Divine plan of redeeming the world
through Jesus Christ.

One Mind . . . God!

Now how is this unity to be
explained? Suppose forty men should
come together from different places



bringing sixty-six blocks of marble,
carved in peculiar shapes, and lay them
down one upon another, and there should
arise the figure of a man finely chiselled,
perfectly symmetrical. How should we
explain such a result? The mind of a
single artist planned that statue, and
directed the work of each separate
workman. And such is the only explana-
tion of the unity of the Bible. Behind all
its various writers there has been one
living Mind. Holy men of God spake as
they were moved by the Holy Ghost, and
the book that they produced is the living
message of the living God.

11. LIVING CONTINUITY

Another characteristic of living things
is continuity. Life is continuous; it
persists. It has the power of pressing its
way through opposition, and resisting
forces that make for destruction. So it is
with the Bible. It has shown power to
resist attack. It has endured notwith-
standing strong and persistent opposition.
It has pressed its living way continuously
through the centuries in the face of many
forces that have sought its destruction.

In the early days of Christianity the
Roman Empire tried in vain to destroy
the Bible. During the last and greatest of
the ten Roman persecutions, begun by
Diocletian, a special effort was made to
destroy the Christian Scriptures. The
heathen philosophers and rulers had
discovered that the peculiar strength of
the Christian Church lay in its writings.
All Christian books were to be burned.
Those who had copies in their possession
were to give them up on pain of death.
For ten vyears this persecution raged
through the empire, and when at last it
died away the church rose out of it, like a
phoenix from its ashes, with the living
Word of God in its hands.

The Word Lives On!

Then the Bible fell into the long
neglect of the Middle Ages. For a
thousand years it was unknown to the
masses of the people. It was left in a dead
or dying language, and buried away in
monasteries or old libraries. In the days
of the Reformation it was brought out
into the light. Wycliffe had put it first
into the language of the common people
in England. Now Luther did the same for
Germany. Tyndale followed with that
English translation which is the basis of
our glorious Authorized or King James
Version. By this time printing had been

invented, and translations of the Bible
rapidly appeared in other lands as well.
By the end of the sixteenth century
nearly every country in Europe had the
Bible, or at least the New Testament, in
its own tongue. So the church awoke out
of its long sleep with the living Word of
God again in its hand.

In modern times the Bible has met
with another kind of opposition. It has
been subjected to all sorts of attacks at
the hands of English deism, French
infidelity, and German rationalism. It has
been exposed to the severest scrutiny of
criticism, both friendly and unfriendly.
We have had the Bible carved into pieces,
reconstructed, and given back to us, not
in the form of that unity it professes to
have as God’s revelation to man, but in
the form of an evolution of man's
thought about God. But the Bible simply
refuses to take that form. The living Word
asserts itself in the face of all efforts to
reduce it to a merely human composition.

Is there not striking significance in the
fact that the very period during which
destructive criticism has been at work has
been the period of world-wide Bible
circulation? Since the British and Foreign
Bible Society was founded in 1804 it has
circulated nearly a billion copies of the
Scriptures in over a thousand languages.
The stream of Holy Scripture going out
into all the world amounts to millions of
copies every year. Thus does the Word of
God continue to go striding abroad in its
own unique and supernatural unity and
power.

1. LIVING ADAPTABILITY

The third mark of life which the Bible
possesses is adaptability. Life has been
defined as “continuous adjustment to
environment.” It seeks to adjust itself to
its surroundings. Living organisms can do
this, but dead, inert matter cannot. This
book exhibits a similar property. It
adapts itself to all sorts and conditions of
men. It is read and loved by the young
and the old, by the rich and the poor, by
the scholar and the unlearned. It is
welcomed in the palaces of Kings and in
the cottages of peasants. It has its
message for prosperity and for adversity,
for those who suffer and also for those
who rejoice. It meets the need of any
human heart in any kind of circum-
stances.

“Each In His Own Tongue”
Consider the remarkable way in which

the Bible adapts itself to the languages of
mankind. It has the property which no
other book possesses of fitting into the
mould of any tongue. It is absolutely
unique in this particular that it can be
translated into all languages without
losing its majesty and tenderness. Books
do not usually thrive in any other tongue
than that in which they were written. But
the Bible seems to fit every language into
which it is rendered as though it had been
made for it. It lives upon the tongues of
all mankind.

When the British and Foreign Bible
Society started out to translate the Bible
into other languages there were only
seventy-two versions of the Scripture in
existence, and it was said that it would be
utterly impossible to add many more to
these. Today the Bible is printed in whole
or in part in more than 1,000 languages,
and the Bible Societies are capturing one
new language every month for the
Gospel. So mighty grows the Word of
God and prevails. It is rapidly being put
into all the languages of the world, and
everywhere it goes home to the hearts of
the people in their mother tongue with
the same living appeal which it carries
home to our hearts in our tongue. Who
ever thinks of our English Bible as a trans-

lation? Its message has the same tender-
ness and spiritual force for us as if it had

been written originally in English. The
Scriptures live in the living speech of all
mankind, because they speak the voice of
the living God.

This property of the Bible is all the
more remarkable when we think of the
people from whom the book came. The
Jews of the time were the narrowest
people on the face of the earth. They
have left no other literature worthy of
the name. Yet they have given the world
its one universal book. This ancient and
oriental book that has come from one of
the most exclusive races of men is the one
book which in our modern day is making
its way into the hearts and homes of all
the nations of the world.

IV. LIVING ENERGY

Lastly, the Bible possesses living
energy. It is vitalizing. It has the power of
transmitting moral and spiritual force.

Take this feature on its lowest level
and consider its power to quicken
thought. Emerson, who will not be
suspected of any partiality to the Bible,
declares that it is the most original book
in the world and owes its place to the fact
that it came out of a profounder depth of



thought than any other book. De
Quincey made his well-known division of
literature into the literature of knowledge
and the literature of power. The Bible is
pre-eminently the literature of power. We
can never exhaust it by reading. The more
we read it, the more profound we find it
to be. George Muller said he had read the
Bible through over one hundred times,
and it was fresher to him each time he
read it. Generations of thought have been
given to the study of it, and thousands of
volumes have been devoted to its exposi-
tion, but its depths have not yet been
sounded or its riches exhausted.

A Book of Power

There is a deeper aspect in which this
feature of the Bible is to be seen. lts
words have a strange power of living in
the heart that receives them. There is
something about them that will not die,
but is ready to spring into life, like seed
when the soil receives it. The annals of
the Bible Societies can tell of
innumerable instances where some stray
leaf or fragment of Scripture has brought
light and life o an individual soul in the
midst of the darkest heathenism.

This vitalizing quality of the Bible is
manifested also in national life. Nations
have grown strong or weak in times past
according to their attitude to the Bible. It
is interesting and significant to compare
the history of England and of Spain in
view of the attitude which each country
took towards the Word of God at the
time of the Reformation. Carlyle declared
that ““the period of the Reformation was
a judgment day for Europe, when all the
nations were presented with an open
Bible and the emancipation of heart and
intellect which an open Bible involves.”
Spain closed her doors at that time to the
Bible in the vernacular, while Tyndale’s
New Testament found its way into
England and prepared the English people
to become what J. R. Green says they
became: ‘“the people of a book and that
book was the Bible.” From that very
period began both Spain’s decline and
England’s greatness, and the world-wide
opportunities that were Spain’s then soon
passed into the possession of Britain.

That which is true of the individual
and of the nation is also true of the
church. All true spiritual energy and
vitality comes from the Bible. The church
can deliver her message to the world and
be efficient in her work only as she gives
this book its true place in her preaching
and her teaching as the living Word of
God.
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What the Bible really needs is fair play
and an opportunity to speak for itself. It
needs no defense. It will take care of
itself if allowed to stand on its own feet.
Let it be read in its own light. Let him
who reads it give it time to speak to his
mind and to his heart. Let it be taken
into the home and the family circle. Let
it have its own luminous exposition in the
pulpits of the church. Then the Word of
the Lord will have free course and be
glorified. Then we shall have such a
revival as will give us a new sense of God
and prepare the way for the Kingdom of
our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ.

The following outline is one of a
series of studies prepared by Rev. Robert
Duez, Professor of Theology and Chair-
man of that Department.

It can best be used in small group or
personal study. It is offered as a guide to
young people, who like Timothy, would
“study to show yourself approved unto
God, a workman that need not to be
ashamed, rightly dividing the Word of
truth.” (11 Tim. 2:15)

THE YOUNG CHRISTIAN
AND THE SCRIPTURES

prepared by Robert Duez

|I. THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE WORD
OF GOD.
A. Spiritual Constitution. Il Timothy

3:15

1. Source of Faith. Romans 10:17,
| Peter 1:23

2. Sustainer of Faith. | Peter 2:2,
Acts 20:32

(Images of seed, food, milk, meat.)
B. Spiritual Cleansing. Psalm 119:9-11
1. Mirror portraying state of soul.
James 1:22-25
2. Water providing source of cleans-
ing. John 15:3; 17:17; Ephesians
5:26
C. Spiritual Communion. | John 1:3-4

1. Fellowship with Christ. John
15:4,7
2. Fellowship with Christians. Acts
2:42;5:42
D. Spiritual Counselling. Psalm
119:105, 130

1. Correction of errors. Il Tim. 3:16

2. Direction into truth. Proverbs
3:5-6

E. Spiritual Conflict. Ephesians 6:17

1. Offensive Weapon. Hebrews 4:12

2. Defensive  Weapon. Matthew
4:1-11

Il. THE STUDY OF THE WORD OF
GOD.
A. The Responsibility of the Believer.
1. Search. Proverbs 2:1-5; John
5:39
2. Meditate. Joshua 1:8; Psalm 1:2
3. Compare. | Cor. 2:13

B. Reasons Studying the Word.
1. Nature of Task 2 Tim. 3:15-17.
2. Necessity of Task John 5:39.
C. Role of Bible Study Methods.
1. Does not eliminate labor of
study 2 Tim. 2:15.
2. Does not decrease role of Holy
Spirit John 16:13.
3. Provides tools, principles to assist
us 1 Cor. 2:13.

Suggested Study Books and

Source Materials:

J. Stanley Glen—The Recovery of the
Teaching Ministry

Martyn Lloyd-Jones—Authority

Arthur W. Pink—Profiting from the Word

Lawrence O. Richards—Creative Bible
Teaching

Wilbur M. Smith—Profitable Bible Study

Charles H. Spurgeon—How To Read The
Bible

W. H. Griffith Thomas—Methods of Bible
Study

Reuben A. Torrey—How to Study the
Bible for Greatest Profit

Robert A. Traina—Methodical Bible
Study

Howard Vos—Effective Bible Study

REPRINTS AVAILABLE

Several thousand reprints of “THE
MINISTRY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT"” by
Robert Duez have been sent out. A
limited supply is still available. Free.

‘MY SEARCH FOR THE
ULTIMATE"” by Lambert Dolphin Jr. is
available in an attractive booklet for only
15c each.

Write the Recorder for quantities
desired. Make cheques payable to Ontario
Bible College if payment is made.

OTHER LITERATURE

We have some free folders and
booklets that we will be glad to send on
receipt of your name and address.

What? Bible College First? by Dr.
Alden Gannett

Mini Calendar, 1972-73

A Place To Stand, A Place To Grow

Stewardship Packet

College Calendar



These Are The Lively Oracles
0f God!

The Bible is a revolutionary, life changing
book. As missionaries, national
Christians, Bible Society colporteurs, and
book depots engage in the never-ending
work of scripture distribution, little-
publicized, but exciting drama is enacted.

Canadians shared in those dramatic
episodes through the $681,275 which the
Canadian Bible Society last year gave for
translation and distribution of the
scriptures outside of Canada. Here are
some thrilling and challenging illustra-
tions of what the Bible and dollars can
do.

ANOTHER REVOLUTIONARY
BOOK

A leftist book shop is located across
the street from the Bible Society offices
in Auckland, New Zealand. The shop,
named “Resistance’’, is a distribution
centre for anarchist, revolutionary and
communist literature.

The deputy general secretary of the
Bible Society, Rev. David Cohen, decided
to visit the neighboring shop. On entry,
he was confronted with pictures of Ho
Chi Minh, Chairman Mao, and other
revolutionary heroes. The shelves were
stocked with the printed works of the
great Socialist and Communist writers of
this century.

The young clerk on duty was not
acquainted with the Bible Society
representative whom he regarded as one
among many visitors to the store.

Mr. Cohen asked about the purpose
and message of the organization which
sponsored the store. ““We preach love,
peace, and brotherhood amongst all men,
and this will come once the present
oppression is overthrown by revolution,””
was the reply.

“Why | belong to an organization that
preaches the same doctrine of love, peace,
and brotherhood,” stated the Bible
Society representative. “Would you like
to hear some of our writings? Close your
eyes, sit back, and listen.”

Enjoying the challenge, the young man
sat back as his visitor read from |
Corinthians 13, and selected verses from
the Book of James in Good News for
Modern Man.

The clerk was amazed. ““What's this
you're reading?” he demanded. It
sounds like our manifesto!”’

On being told that they were selec-
tions from the scriptures, he was

incredulous. “You must be joking,” he
insisted, “That couldn’t be from the Bible
because | understand it.”

The Bible Society representative then
persuaded him to take a supply to have
on sale. Today, along with the writings of
Marx, Lenin, Engels, Chairman Mao, and
other leftists, copies of the Word of God
are going out from that book shop.

AN AGITATOR FOR GOD!

Juan, a young Bolivian who worked as
a labor agitator in mines, was walking
along a dirt path one day. As he shuffled
along, his foot struck some paper.

He picked up the badly stained pages,
brushed off the dust and started to read.
“Vanity of vanities! All is vanity. ..
What does man gain by all the toil at
which he toils under the sun?” he read.
Attracted by the relevance of the words,
he continued reading and then took his
find home to finish it.

Later on, reading from the Sermon on
the Mount to some of his room-mates, he
was enthused, “Man! That's better than
the Communist Manifesto,”” he declared.
“This would not only change society; it
would change people—if we could only
get them to practice it.”

One day as Juan was on the way to his
home town, Cochabamba, he met a
former class-mate with whom he shared
some of the loose pages he had found.
“But, Juan,” exclaimed the other, ““don’t
you know that’s a Bible?"”

““Impossible!”” was the heated
response. “You know | wouldn’t have
anything to do with the church!”

The friend had just become a Christian
himself, and he compared Juan’s well-
worn pages with his own Bible. He con-
vinced the agitator that it was indeed part
of the Word of God.

Juan, the former labor
became an ‘agitator for God’.

agitator,

A SUBVERSIVE BOOK!

A Muslim member of the Nigerian
House of Representatives in Lagos was
helping his 9-year-old daughter in her
studies by reading the New Testament
with her. The scriptures came home to
him personally and, for six months, he
struggled until he came to the place
where he turned in faith to Christ.

Now a Christian, he wrote, “‘| have just
received Jesus Christ into my heart and
life, and | want to tell you something. If
you had come to preach the Gospel to me
face to face, you would never have con-
verted me. | would have out-argued you
every time. But through the innocent

hands of my little daughter, there came
into my home the printed Word."”
The Bible can take care of itself!

THE CASE OF THE
MISSING BOOK

The phone rang one day at the
Minneapolis home of David Wensole. “My
name is Chuck, and | have a book of
yours,”” said an unfamiliar voice. “It's
about life, love, happiness and the answer
to problems.”

Wensole was confused until the book
was identified as ““Good News for Modern
Man”’, the popular Bible Society New
Testament translation.

Chuck proceeded to confess that he
had stolen the paperback New Testament
from Mr. Wensole’s car some months
previously.

The two made arrangements to meet,
and Wensole told Chuck how he felt
about Jesus Christ. ““We talked and he
accepted Christ into his life,” states
Wensole. “Then he asked me if | wanted
my book back, but | told him he could
keep it.”

‘UNDERGROUND’ EVANGELISM

An American Bible Society research
assistant, 31-year-old Stanley Morris,
decided that the New York subway
system was a tremendous field for ‘under-
ground’ evangelism. He reasoned that for
many of the passengers the forty-five
minutes on the subway was their only
quiet time. He concluded that it was the
ideal place to reach them with a paper-
back gospel which they could read in one
sitting.

Morris and a friend ordered 50,000
copies of John's Gospel in Today’s
English Version (‘Good News by a Man
Named John’). Each included a phone
number and this message: ‘Political
revolutions come and go, but Jesus is
timeless, His revolution is unique in that
it takes place inside you. He makes every
person important...| am one of His
revolutionaries . . . If you would like to
learn more about New Testament
Christianity, please give me a call, day or
night...”

Armed with 200 to 300 copies of the
booklets, he and his friend launched the
‘underground’ project in March, 1970.
They went to different subway stations
during rush hours three evenings a week,
and, in that way contacted hosts of
people.

Stan Morris reports that many have
phoned his number, and that the Word of
God has made a deep impact.















































