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Refiner’s Fire

Purify My Heart, Let me be as Gold, and Precious Silver.

Purify My Heart Let me be as Gold, Pure Gold.

Heffner's Fire, My Heart's one Desire

Is to Be Holy, Set Apart for You Lord.

I Choose to Be Holy, Set Apart for You My Master, Ready to Do Your Will.

Purify My Heart, Cleanse from Within, and Make Me Holy.

Purify My Heart, Cleanse Me from My Sin, Deep 
Within.

Heffner’s Fire, My Heart’s one Desire

Is to Be Holy, Set Apart for You Lord,

I Choose to Be Holy, Set Apart for You My
Master,

Ready to Do Your Will.
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SEMANTICS _2
EDITORIAL
Startled by Gentleness

Six days out of seven I read 
through the paper. One of my - 
expectations is to view its offering of 
comics. I turn through the pages of 
the classified or entertainment 
section expecting to laugh. I am in 
search of... The Far Side.

Six days out of seven, we are on 
our own. We do it solo: We seek the 
Lord. Communion is expected, 
desired... F/ecomended. It is just 
ourselves and him. We turn through 
the pages of the Bible and seek 
forgiveness, comfort, answers.... We 
are in search of intimacy- with the 
ONE who is able to give Peace 
beyond understanding and Joy 
beyond measure. We have the 
added blessing in that, one in 
seven, we can take these comforts 
worshipping in the presence of our 
brothers and sisters.

Six days out of seven I seek 
the Lord. I read my passages of the 
Word. I pray for my wife, families, 
friends, .. my ministries. I pray for
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illumination and filling of the Holy 
Spirit. I meditate and turn over In my 
heart parables, Psalms and prom­
ises. Quite often I go on my way 
wondering if I’ve been intimate with 
the Lord. I feel that six times out of 
seven I have not really connected 
with Him.

Intimacy with Jesus is so much 
like that threshold of making a

THE FAR SIDE By GARY LARSON 
s

God at his computer

confession. It’s like the threshold of 
saying anew, "I love you”, to a 
parent. I can see the line, it is there, 
but I can count on both hands the 
number of times this week I have 
kept my balance and kept praying 
for friends, families and issues. Or 
maybe... I’ve just realized that the 
news was coming on in a minute.

’’Well, gotta go Jesus”.
Why do I hedge? I am afraid, 

and I fear that I do not know the 
Lord. I can't help It, but all the talk 
and emphasis on “communion” puts 
the screwdriver to a few of the nuts 
and bolts in me.

There is a number of ways of 
describing them, but basically there 
are six or seven distorted images of 
God. To some, God is the god of 
impossible expectations; to others, 

he is disinterested. Or, how about 
the Cosmic Joker? And still to 
others, God the Father is a GOD of 
Judgement and Wrath.

When I imagine myself before 
the Lord praying, I am often kneeling 
and crouching low. I seem so 
humble and pious. Well...l would like 
to stretch out my hand and touch 
him but... I am actually afraid to 
raise my hand. I would like to raise 
It into His because I need His 
comfort. I would like to be held, 
Daddy. But I am afraid he will slap 
that upstretched hand.

I pray to my Lord, but I do not 
know Him. I've got a problem.

There has been one admonition 
- no! an invitation - that I have 
received that has set me free. Last 
year a man who was teaching a 
course on spiritual directing here 
told me to ask the Lord to reveal his 
gentleness in my encounters with 
him.

Since that time, the Lord has 
greatly surprised me. When I cross 
that threshold, surrender my balance, 
the Lord has been delightfully 
gentle. Startlingly so. Where I may 
approach him with my back straight 
and ready to recoil, he has simply 
held out his hand and taken me for 
walks and encouraged me with 
gentle words and loving admonish­
ments. He speaks with gentleness 
above his wrath, much like he does 
with the bleeding woman in Mark 5.

By the way, I didn’t laugh when I 
came to The Far Side. It is 
distorted, and very much so. It 
touched in me a raw nerve. I have 
found that to Know the Lord, I must 
know him...by experiencing him. I 
have to yield to that threshold and 
let him deal with the wrong, and 
sometimes mistaken, images of 
Himself by showing me in my 
experience who He truly is.

David Zielonko
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Foundations
”1 will show you what he is like who 

comes to me and hears my words and 
puts them into practice. He is like a 
man building a house, who dug down 
deep and laid the foundation on rock. 
When a flood came...” (Lk. 6:47-49)

Over the past few months we 
have watched the foundations of our 
future building being laid. As I have 
watched and listened, along with so 
many others, surprise has over taken 
me. Surprise at our impatience with 
the time required to secure a good 
foundation. While we are able to 
point to setbacks that delay the 
process, we still push for more 
progress than perhaps is justified.

At the same time I have become 

more aware of the disquiet in many 
lives over the speed at which God 
builds our futures. With so little of it 
visible we begin to doubt and to 
push in order to feel more secure. 
However, such a response will take 
us into the storms of life without a 
solid foundation, and the inability to 
stand against them.

Many of us continue to be like 
the stone masons we have observed. 
We are more concerned with the 
outward appearance than with what 
lies beneath. We put in endless 
hours working on an artistic front 
while a weak foundation lies ben­
eath. In the case of the stone 
masons, they labour in faith that the 
work before them has been done 
well. We however, are fully respon­
sible for the lack of footings that fail 
to ground us in our faith. Remember 
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it was not just coming to Christ thr' 
gave the man a solid foundation to 
build. He also paused to listen and 
obey Christ's words.

Therefore, as we pause, let us 
not hear only two of Christ’ 
commands, “Come” and “Go”. But 
we must remember that in between 
came the command of utmost impor­
tance “Remain”. For this is where 
communion is found. And when we 
" comd let us come to listen to the 
One who says, in Henri Nouwen's 
words, “This is my beloved on whom 
my favour rests.” And let us res­
pond, again as Nouwen suggests, 
"Yes, this is what matters I love you 
too”. If we can "remaid here we will 
not need to worry about where or 
when to "gd\ For out of a life with a 
solid foundation built on communion, 
ministry will flow. Peter Oulton

OTS Fall Retreat
As a student of theology I am 

prey to a particular danger. It lays 
hidden in the very issues I struggle 
to examine with respect to ministry. 
When the issues grow large I often 
forget the origin of ministry.

Worshipping at the OTS student, 
faculty retreat with with the com­
munity from Daybreak helped to 
strip away many of the trappings in 
which I so often become enmeshed. 
Focusing on the simplicity of my 
communion with God, I was nurtured; 
assured of the Divine nature of true 
ministry.

Ministry is not about the " doin^' 
per se, but found in stepping back 
and allowing the work to be an out­
growth of one’s encounter with God. 
This fruitfulness does not result in a 
frenzy of church programs, but in 
ministry which addresses the needs 
in our immediate community and 
beyond. Remembering that ministry 
is about "God and md. I find to be 
truly liberating, for the potential is 
limitless. Wayne Dunkley

TRAFFIC NOISE
Toronto is a noisy city. I guess I 

notice it because I don’t have a car 
and I walk a lot. In our Urban Mini­
stry class we learned that the grid 
system of streets was laid out by 
army engineers. It is very logical and 
organized by it also leads to much 
more traffic noise.

Drivers have a chance to really 
pick up speed down the through 
streets like Finch, Bayview and 
Steeles. Everybody, including trucks 
and busses, rumble through at 70- 
100 kmh. These are residential 
streets, but it’s like living beside a 
major highway.

With the grid system, even the 
side streets are noisy because 
through traffic takes short cuts down 
these streets to avoid lights and 
traffic on the major routes. So you 
can’t win, noise is everywhere.

Does this relate to "Refiner's 
Fire”? Possibly In a loose way. I 
know I am being refined because I 
feel a real anger at all the noisy 
drivers and at the city councils who 

set the speed limits too high in the 
first place. In our efforts to promote 
fast transportation, we have sacri­
ficed quality of life. The car is held 
in higher esteem than people.

Most disconcerting of all is the 
fact that I drove for years without 
any thought about noise, or speed, 
or the effect it had on people who 
live on busy streets. So it is not 
something we are automatically 
aware of.

I believe it’s a sign of courtesy to 
consider the well being of others 
and we should all slow down, 
especially in residential areas. Our 
trips on Garnier in and out of the 
college, which must average several 
hundred every day, should be done 
at 40kmh or less.

Only 5 percent of the people in 
Toronto go to church. So perhaps 
it’s not fair to ask Christian behav­
iour of non-Christians. Yet for the 
little impact we Christians can have 
for a better city, let's think about our 
neighbours and their quality of life.

Hal Lowther
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People Profile 1
SUMMER MISSIONS INTERVIEW

This past summer, three OTS stu­
dents attended the 1991 Chinese 
Congress on World Evangelization, 
Gabriel Chan, Pak Loh, and Ray­
mond Wong. The conference was 
held in Manilla, June 10-17.

Semantics was able to catch up 
with Gabriel and Pak and the fol­
lowing is excerpted from an interview 
by David Zielonko.

Gabriel Chan is in his 2nd year of 
an MDiv in Chinese Min and came 
from Hong Kong in 1984.

Pak Loh, 3rd year MDiv in Youth 
Min, is also originally from Hong 
Kong.
***********************************

Semantics: Could you tell us a bit 
about the history of this conference?

Gabriel: About 100 Chinese pastors 
attended the Lausanne Conference 
For World Evangelization, in 1974. 
They got a vision for having some­
thing similar in the Chinese Church. 
They started this conference in 1976 
in Hong Kong. It is held every five 
years. 81 was in Singapore, 86 was 
in Taiwan and this year in Manilla.

Semantics: Is the purpose of the 
conference world evangelization?

Gabriel: Yes, for the Chinese 
church to evangelize, but not just to 
Chinese people.

Pak: And this is the first time it has 
been held in a non-Chinese 
community. This year it had a 
special global theme to reach 
unreached people groups.

Semantics: Gabriel, what made you 
want to go?

Gabriel: It was a good chance to 
expose [myself] more to missions. 
Also, many of the speakers were the 
“top guns” of the Chinese Church, 
South East Asia and even one or 
two from Africa.

Semantics: And what was your 
most important experience?

Gabriel: It was kind of heart­
breaking to see the 'Smoking Moun­
tains'. People live there and find 
garbage to sell [in order to survive]. 
I was challenged with, What does 
the gospel mean to them? Is it just 
the Four Spiritual Laws?

Semantics: Pak, I understand that 
you were down to the Philippines 
primarily for the conference, but you 
were also working with the Christian 
Children's Fund of Canada and the 
Canadian International Development 
Agency. What did you learn?

Pak: I am still having a lot of strug­
gles with how I should live my life 
after having exposed myself to the

people at the Smokey Mountains.

In contrast rich people’s cemeteries 
have huge tombs like condominiums 
with air conditioning. The living are 
in the garbage dump and the dead 
housed so comfortably! I can’t take 
that. Emotionally, it was tough.

Also, I was working with Vietnam­
ese refugees; the sons and daugh­
ters of American military personnel. 
They are really looked down upon.

Those who made it to the Philli- 
pines had to pay gold to get on a 
boat, and some were caught and 
sent back to Viet Nam to try yet 
again. A lot of people died on the 
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ocean and many of the girls have 
been raped.

Our orientation program to learn 
about how they think, and how 
emotionally imbalanced they are, did 
not prepare me. I wanted to live 
right in the camp with them to 
experience it, but I wasn’t allowed.

PEOPLE
I was also working with World 

Relief, in their refugee camp for 
refugees of the volcano and did food 
distribution. With the food we 
handed out tracts. That was really 
great for me.

Semantics: Could each of you 
share a little something about how 
the Lord spoke to you this summer.

Gabriel: I really treasured the 
morning prayer times. The style was 
very Korean, and I could feel God’s 
presence often. The worship times 
helped too!

One night we prayed in small 
groups for repentance and for forgiv­
eness. It was a very emotional night, 
but God was doing a good work.

Pak: I learned a lot about spiritual 
warfare in the camps. There were all 
kind of religions there. I could sense 
the intensity of the spiritual battle. I 
was doing a cultural orientation for 
those going to Canada. I wanted to 
use it as a pre-evangelistic outreach, 
to share about religion in Canada 
specifically about Christianity. But I 
was sick. I could not get up for two 
days and I missed the orientation 
meeting. So, prayer is really impor­
tant to prepare.

My heart is still there. The British 
government will be building a new 
camp and they will be sending the 
refugees in Hong Kong to the 
Philippines. My desire is to go back 
and work with the Chinese speaking 
refugees in these camps.

SEMANTICS 4



SEMANTICS
People Profile 2

"I have always been told to meet 
spiritual needs, and that definitely is a 
part But ministry is more. Jesus meets 
social, emotional, and physical, as well 
as spiritual needs. I think we need to 
have a more holistic ministry.”

PROFILE
This was how Ruth Toy summed 

up what she learned this summer in 
Manilla, Philippines.

Ruth and Peter Toy spent seven 
weeks doing research for the Christ­
ian Children’s Fund of Canada. They 
were exposed to life in the Two 
-Thirds World by visiting the project 
sites and interviewing the people 
involved.

The Rotary Family Helper Project 
was Catholic in religious orientation, 

Peter Toy, Pak Loh and Ruth Toy in the Phillipines

reflecting the religion of about 90 % 
of Philippine population. They also 
spent time with the Good Samaritan 
Family Life Program sponsored by 
the United Methodists, and also 
visited a World Vision Project.

The Toys looked at the projects 

for aspects such as communication 
between participants and the project 
manager, the community structure 
and living conditions of the people. 
Part of their job was to document if 
the goals and objectives are being 
realized in the day to day activities 
of the participants. Ruth and Peter 
were also personally interested to 
see if evangelism was tasking place.

The projects are set up to help the 
whole community by making it pos­
sible for the families present to 
generate an income, through animal 
husbandry or sewing skills. The 
projects also focus on housing, 
water, health, and education, 
including parenting skills.

Peter says he was struck by the 
complexity of the task. 7 saw that 
short term projects can bring some 
relief. But long term change is 
complicated by so many factors, 
more than just poverty and not 
enough dean water or medicine. 
Often governments work against the 
poor. How do you he/p when the 

society itself is corrupt?”

Peter also expressed feelings of 
uselessness. 7 feit gui/ty because / 
was just asking questions and / 
didn t really have a ministry. ’

Ruth felt that over the summer she 
dealt with several different things.

First came the questions.

”1 found myself asking God how He 
could allow so much poverty. How can 
Christians live in such need when God 
promises that He will provide? These 
were tough issues that I had to start 
working through.”

Because so much of their sche­
duling and arrangements were left 
up to them, Ruth says she had to 
learn to trust God more with the 
details, and that included travelling 
at break neck speed on winding 
mountain roads.

Finally she says God had to work 
on her attitude. “Between the heat 
and being pregnant, I really had to 
work at not being irritable or upset,” 
she says, “I kept asking God for his 
strength and patience.”

Looking back on the experience 
Peter and Ruth both feel that the 
experience deepened their com­
munion with God.

"We tried to see how God could 
use us in the situation and he did. 
We had an opportunity to share 
with some OOF staff,” Peter says. 
'We realize that no matter where 
we go, we are missionaries even if 
we are not doing missionary work. 
People were encouraged that we 
were willing to come and be with 
them, even with the rats and the 
open sewers. "

Peter and Ruth are looking 
forward to doing missions work in 
the future and both express 
appreciation for the opportunity they 
had to see a needy mission field.

Congradulations to Peter and Ruth 
Toy on the birth of Rachel 
Elizabeth, Nov 30th, 1991, weighing 
7 lbs 11.5 oz. at 1:33 p.m.

Also Congradulation to Mike and 
Lisa Barton on the birth of Caleb 
Micheal, born early Dec 2nd, 1991, 
weighing 8 lbs.
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Missions
Super Quiz

Score 1 point for each correct 
answer. These are easy ones.

1) Who is the father of modern 
missions?

2) What is the largest unreached 
people group?

3) Who is the author of Peace 
Child Lords of the Earth ?

4) Who was the founder of the 
China Inland Mission?

5) What is the most needy 
continent in terms of evangelism?

The next group of questions are 
harder. A correct answer is 2 points.

1) Who is the founder of the U.S,

REACH THE CITY
by Alice Howlett

“Technology and consumerism have a 
very corrosive effect on our under­
standing of truth... We cannot get to 
truth from our culture, but we can 
come to understand our culture from 
the truth of Jesus Christ.”

On October 22, Dr. David Lyon 
encouraged us to “come out of the 
shadows and imaginings of our cul­
ture and into the truth" at the fall 
Reach the City Missions Conference. 
Dr. Lyon, an accomplished Christian 
sociologist and visiting professor at 
Queen's University, was the guest 
speaker, his topic was "Computers, 
Consumers___ and the Human 
Condition,"

Dr. Lyon delivered three lectures 
to a attentive group. For an intense 
six hours, we were challenged to 
come out of our Christian ghettos 
and into the reality of urban culture.

We live, says Lyon, in a society 
of strangers, a lonely high-tech play-
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Centre for World Missions?

2) What country is called the 
"missionary graveyard of Europe”?

3) Who are the latest O.T.S. grads 
to go overseas?

4) What is the Greek word for 
"gospel”?

5) Which was the first Protestant 
group to take missions seriously?

These last questions are difficult and 
receive a score of 3 points.

1) Name the famous Argentine 
missionary/evangelist?

2) Name the only two territories In 
all of the Americas (North and South) 
without an evangelical witness?

3) What is the world's only Hindu 
kingdom with a less than 3% 
Christian population?

ground in which fun Is the universal 
moral standard. To have fun, we 
must consume. Indeed, consumption 
is the duty of every loyal citizen. 
From an early age we are taught the 
necessary mindset and skills to 
become successful consumers. We 
learn that life should be comfortable 
and enter-taining. And the church, 
Lyon warns, is not immune to this.

Technology and consumerism 
have a corrosive effect on human 
understanding of the truth. Before we 
can engage the culture beyond our 
doors, the church needs to learn 
how these Issues affect its own 
people. Lyon claims that nothing will 
work ‘out there' until we have 
grappled with the issues which 
obscure truth in a post-modern 
society.

Lyon challenged the participants 
to look at the things we consume in 
relation to Christ. Sometimes we will 
rejoice in God's gifts to us, receiving 
them gratefully. Sometimes we will 
confess that our identities are 
enmeshed in consumerism: we have 
bowed to the idols of our culture.

4,50 1 ...... 6
4) Name the country that is the 
Buddhist centre for world evangel­
ization and which claims to be the 
site of the Garden of Eden?

5) What is the messianic sect of 
Shl’a Islam, founded in the 1860s in 
Iran and Iraq, which is quickly 
growing in Canada?

AnswerstoMissionsSuperQuiz.
Easy: 1) William Carey 2) Muslims 

3) Don Richardson 4) J. Hudson 
Taylor 5) Europe

Medium: 1) Ralph Winter 2) Spain 
3) Mark and Karen Peterson 4) 
eyaggelion 5) Moravians

Difficult: 1) Luis Palau 2) St. Pierre 
and Michelon 3) Nepal 4) Sri Lanka 
5) Ba’hai

SCORE: 1-5, Unsaved; 6-10, Pray; 
11-15, Need Work; 16-20, Short­
term; 21-25, Missionary; 26-30 GO!

Only when we honestly face the 
issues of secular culture and stand 
firm in the incorruptible truth of 
Christ will we be able to build what 
Lyon calls the “New City”.

Dr. Lyon's lectures were comple­
mented by an inspiring plea for 
“co-operation in evangelism”. This 

was delivered by Tom Houston of 
the Lausanne Committee on World 
Evangelization. The Lausanne Cove­
nant is "a call to the whole 
church to take the whole gospel 
to the whole world.”

Mr. Houston advises that we 
cannot accomplish this task alone. 
Sometimes churches may need to 
submerge their differences and focus 
on their common points in order to 
achieve our common goal.

I left this lecture over-whelmed 
by the challenges presented by the 
speakers. As I travelled downtown to 
a ‘fun iitt/e restaurant to have dinner 
with a friend, Dr. Lyon’s words 
lingered in my mind, “Come out of 
the shadows and imagingings. and 
into the truth.”

«»-™6



SEMANTICS “
CREATIVE WRITING

A Word of Encouragement as the 
year rushes past, the urgency of 
academic demands intensifies. 
Rarely is there time for non­
academic pursuits. We analyze, 
theorize, criticize and memorize. Yet, 
in the midst of our course work, it is 
easy to neglect the creative path­
ways of learning. We encourage you 
to pause, on occasion, from your 
intellectual disciplines and allow God 
to inspire anew your creative gifts. 
We urge students and professors 
alike to share with the OTS 
community your written thoughts, 
ponderings and passions. Poetry, 
prose or anecdote, we welcome your 
literary reflections, particularly as 
pertaining to our retreat themes 
(Refiner’s Fire: Communion,
Community and Ministry). Creative 
writing submissions for upcoming 
editions of our newspaper will be 
warmly received by, David Zielonko 
and Alice Howlett.

Shattered
We are all broken glass

Born by the winds of our discontent 
Shattered to the ground of our 
concupiscence

At times revealing and concealing 
The beauty and purpose for which 
we were meant.

The screams of our insolence 
Continue to blow with the dust of 
death
So we see through glass darkly

At times revealing and concealing 
A space once filled is now an 
emptiness measureless.

Who will shatter this emptiness? 
And give to us a brokenness 
The taking away of our 
concupiscence

At last revealing unconcealed 
The body broken can make the 
body new.

Richard Brown

MUSIC AND PRAYER
Music and hymns can help to 
prepare our hearts for communion 
with God in prayer. For Steve 
Gerow, the music of John Michael 
Talbot has been significant in this 
regard. Steve has particularly 
enjoyed Talbot's "Communion 
Song." Here are some excerpts 
from this musical meditation:

But with this bread, with this bread 
...O. . .We must be broken, with this 
bread ...O...And with this cup, with 
this cup ... O...Our lives must be 
given, with this cup ... O...lf we 
proclaim the rising of Jesus...O...We 
must die with him to live forever ... 
...O...We shall live, we shall live 
forever ... Lord Jesus send now 
your Spirit ... O...Come fill our new 
life with your love ... O...As the 
bread and the wine are one 
...O...May your people be one ... 
O...So let the people sing 
...O...Amen . . .

Book Review
Nouwen, Henri J.M. The Genessee 
Diary New York: Image Books, 
1981,1989

The "Refiner's ^“"retreat was my 
first introduction to Henri Nouwen. 
There, Nouwen and the Daybreak 
Community profoundly affected the 
way in which In which I view 
spirituality and ministry. I received a 
pleasant surprise when I discovered 
that one of the texts required for a 
course was The Genessee Diary.

The book is an edited version of a 
journal kept by Nouwen while spen­
ding seven months in a Trappist 
monastery in Genessee, New York. 
The book chronicles a painfully hon­
est inner journey. A journey where 
he seeks God at the core of his 
being.

Every critical journey requires a 
guide and Nouwen’s guide was John 
Eudes, the abbot of the monastery. 
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Eudes ushers Nouwen along in his 
pilgrimage, providing insightful cou­
rse corrections as needed. What 
follows in Nouwen’s writings are 
insightful glimpses into the spiritual 
domain.

The hard and sometimes mun­
dane life of a monk was at first an 
anomaly for Nouwen. The routines of 
collecting rocks for the building of a 
chapel, the baking of Monk's Bread, 
the sorting of raisins or the 
preparation of meals seemed far 
from the realm of the spiritual. But 
given time and reflection, he was 
able to see them as indeed spiritual 
in function. He writes, "7he spiritual 
life does not consist of any special 
thoughts, ideas or feelings, but is 
contained in the most simp/e 
ordinary experiences of everyday 
fiving. "(p. 41)

The vital themes of communion, 
community and ministry fill the pages 
of this book. The reader senses the 
tension, anger, sorrow, humour, and 

contemplation, involved in wrestling, 
trying to touch the heart of God. 
Nouwen states in one of his journal 
entries that "what (he) often caii(edj 

‘iove for neighbour' too often proi 
(ed) to be a tentative, partial, or mo­
mentary attraction, which usually was 
very unstable and (did) not last long. 
But when the /ove of God (was his, 
first concern, a deep love for (his; 
neighbour (cou/d) grow. " (p. 85)

By the end of seven months, the 
reader would expect Nouwen to 
have transfigured into a mystic. But 
the clutter of his soul that took seven 
months to shed soon returned. The 
real lesson was waiting to be learn- 
-ed: how to be spiritual among the 
noise and haste of the outside world.

The Genessee Diary— is about a 
quest for inner solitude. It is a must 
read for every student, professor or 
pastor who needs to be reminded 
that a life of endless activity occurs 
at the expense of spirituality.
by Donald Shields
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SEMANTICS —
A Name Is A Name

I would like to thank all those 
people who contributed their ideas 
for a name for the OTS newspaper. 
As you have already discovered, a 
name was chosen. Congratulations 
go to Lily Yeung for her suggestion 
of SEMANTICS. Lily says she got 
the idea from the Greek word 
semantikos which means 
"significant”. Hopefully we will be 
able to record some significant 
events and some significant 
memories for you at OTS this year

The word semantic is now used in 
the English language to mean 
“relating to meaning in language”. 
The newspaper will be greatly 
enhanced by you adding your words 
of interpretation to how you find life 
at OTS. And finally, SEMANTICS is 
just plain fun, surely there will be 
plenty of these events before the 
year is over. Sc Lily, thanks and 
enjoy your T-shirt!

Marilyn Draper

OUR 
PURPOSE

Welcome to the first 
edition of SEMANTICS. 
This is a newspaper 
written by students at 
OTS, for students at OTS, 
about being students at 
OTS. And if the faculty are 
sneaky enough to pick up 
a copy, well we will let 
them read it too.

The purpose of having 
a newspaper is to give 
students an opportunity to 
participate in the life of 
the community at OTS in 
a literary way. We invite 
your submissions in 

poetry, prose, comics, 
personal opinion, even 
letters to the editor. If you 
have an idea for a story, 
let us know. If you want to 
write about it, even better.

Feel free to submit 
anything that pertains to 
life at OTS or our theme 
for this year, Refiner’s 
Fire. This our first issue 
focuses on the theme of 
communion. The next 
issue will centre around 
community and ministry.

We look forward to 
your input in the year 
ahead.

SEMANTICS Staff

Sports Line
Athletics this past fall was very 

exciting for OTS. The ladies won the 
volleyball series and the men enter­
ed Into the flag football semi-finals, 
and were favoured to win.

The ladies volleyball team 
comprised of OTS students, staff and 
Out-of- dormers (ODies) from OBC 
and OTS. The ladies had a good 
season with 4 wins and 3 loses. 
They came out on top despite a 3 
way tie for first because they 
accumulated the most points. Their 
game loses were usually due to a 
shortages of players.

In the semi-finals they beat 5 
North in 2 straight games rather 
easily. In the finals OTS/ODies 
(Semods) fought long and hard 
against 5 South. The first game was 
an easy victory of 15-1. In the 
second game 5S put on the 

pressure and won 15-12. The final 
game was tense, with the lead see­
sawing back and forth. Nerves were 
ready to snap, and the audience 
was cheering wildly. In this tension 
filled environment our ladies came 
out on top with a tight 17-16 victory.

The team consisted of: Suk Khuan 
Lum, Cheryl Epp, Coral Brewster 
Rickie Kramer, Janet Phillips, 
Christine Marshal, Heather Mclean, 
Jennifer Simcoe, Others who played 
regularly were: Cindy Seguin, 
Michelle Hesche, Bonnie Rowe, Vicki 
Jaster, Helen Krissilas, Sheila 
Williams and Debra Ko.

The Men’s flag football stats were 
impressive with an 6-1-1 season. The 
one tie was because we had to use 
3rd string quarter-backs with little 
experince and we were short of 
players. The final game however was 
a loss and was an omen of things to 
come. Initially we so overpowered 
the OBC teams that we had scores 

in the 50's to 0. We had our 
advantage of skill and years of 
playing familiar positions and with 
one another. But as the season 
progressed the OBC teams practised 
and steadily improved.

Our Semi-final game was a disas­
ter. We had an early touch down 
which was called back due to a 
penalty. From then on very little 
worked. Since the game started late 
we were quickly running out of light 
and it was difficult to see the ball. 
The game time was also shortened 
adding to our pressure. There were 
a number of injuries , thus people 
were playing unfamiliar postions. It 
was a very disappointing finish 
losing 21-14. Thus our championship 
hopes were crushed.

In the next Issue I hope to be 
commenting on the future of Sports 
at OTS.

Jack Meier
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