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risis of
m i

By Dr. Brian
Cunnington

n

Not too many years ago, our
evening meals were interrupted by
news reports of starving men, women
and children in Africa. For a while it
was hard for some of us to eat
Those news reports have stopped.
We go on eating. But the suffering
continues.

lts difficult to feel compassion
towards those in need for any length
of time. In fact, if we're honest, we
may even have to ask whether we
actually felt compassion. In Luke
6:36, Jesus says: 'Be compassionate
as vyour Father in Heaven is
compassionate” Could it be that
Jesus was talking about & way of
being that lies close to the very
center of the Christian way of life?

Our English word compassion is
derived from the two Latin
words pafi and cum which when
brought together mean “to suffer
with.” Compassion asks us to go
where it hurts, to enter intc places of
pain, to share in brokenness, fear,
confusion, and anguish. Compassion

"Compassion is not our
natural way"

challenges us to cry out with those
in misery, to mourn with those who
are ionely, to weep with those in
tears. But this compassion, tiis
“suffering with,” evokes within us a
deep sense of resitance a protest.
Compassion is not our natural way
of life first of all because we can't
iook within oursleves and find a
natural inclination to compassion.

But secondly, neither can we look
around us and find many models of

social organizations that are naturally
inclined towards compassion. How
else can we explain that stange
sense of awe that we experience in
the presence of people like Henri
Nouwen, who in response to Jesus'
words, “Be compassionate as your
Father in Heaven is compassionate”,
simply said YES! Compassion is not
our central concern nor is it our
primary stance in life. What we really
desire is to make it in life to be
known in our ministries, to get
ahead, to be first, to be different.
We want to forge our identities by
carving out for ourselves niches in
life so we can maintain a safe
distance from others. Because in
those places, we don’t have to suffer
with others. Our natural frame of
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reference is competition, not com-

passion. Winning over is preferred to
suffering __with, Compassion has

become a kind of momentary
penance we occassionally pay,
enabling us to get on with our
competitive lives and to get ahead in
our competitive communities. And yet
the words of Jesus still remain: “Be
compassionate as your Father in
Heaven is compassionate.”

A third critical aspect that shows
compassion is not our natural way of

life is that, while looking within
ourselves to our own natural
inclinations, and, looking around

ourselves, to our social structures,
will not provide us with the meaning
of this way of life.

Understanding the heart of God will.

Our God is a compassionate God.

This means, first of all, that he is a
God who has chosen to be "God
with us®. While everything in our
competitve beings, and everything in
our competitive communities, pushes
us upward, above other people in
Himself, God shows us a different
way “the downward way." We talk
about Immanuel, God taking on
human flesh “The virgin shall
conceive and give birth to a son and
they will call him Immanuel, a name
which means God with us” (Mat
1:22-23)

In Jesus, God's compassion
became visible to us. Jesus was the
embodiment of God's way of life.
Twelve times in the gospels we read
that Jesus was "moved with a deep
and powerful compassion”
[splangchnizomai]. In Jesus, God
had the “guts” to be with us. With
the hungry, with the blind, with the
lepers, with the widows, with the
ignorant. In Jesus, the compassion
of God flows out to each one of us.
In Jesus, we know that our God is
“God with us,” experiencing our
brokeness and even becoming sin
for us (2 Cor 5:21). Perhaps the
greatest mystery of God's love is not
that he takes our pain away, but that
he chooses to share that pain with
us.

These words tell us of the
compassionate God who chose to

come _down and be with us as a
servant.

Today, you and | find it difficult to
think of anything that is not
characterized by an upward pull by
an upward mobility. Everything we
commit ourselves to needs to have
this upward thrust: our own
advancement; our own promotion;
our own glorification; better lives,
higher salaries, and more prestigious
positions.

This Article is Contined
on Page 6.



DO YOU THINK WELL SOMEBODY'S
THERE'S A GOD? QUT TO GET ME.
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Missions
Super Quiz 2

Score 1 point for each correct
answer. Then total your score.

1. What is the current world
population? a) 4 Billion b) 4.8
Billion c¢) 5.3 Billion d) 6 Billion

2. How many of the world's
population are considered unevan-
gelized (never having the opportunity
to hear the gospel)? a) 1.2 billion
b) 1.7 Billion c¢) 2.2 Billion d) 2.7
Billion

3. How many unreached people
groups (no gospel exists) are there
in the world? a) 5000 b) 7,000
c) 9,000 d) 12,000

4. How many people die daily
worldwide  without  hearing the
gospel? a) 22,000 b) 35,000
¢) 58,000 d) 72,000

5. Ot every dollar given to
evangelical Christian causes in
America, how much goes to world
evangelization. a) 4 cents b) 10
cents ¢) 15 cents d) 25 cents

6. How many churches are being
planted daily world wide? a) 400
b) 800 c) 1,200 d) 1,600

7. What percentage of churches in
America have a missions conference
or a missions commitee? a) 5%
b} 10% c) 15% d) 25%

8. How many churches in Spain
have no gospel preaching church?
a) 100 b) 500 c) 1,000 d) 8,000

9. What was the theme of the
recent oTS student missions
conference?

10. Who is OTS'’s latest student to
return to the mission field?

[/

1.¢) 2 ¢) 3.d 4.d 5 a
6.d 7.a 8.d

9. 'Students Advancing Missions’
10. Cavell Rowsell with P.A.Q.C. in
Thailland.

SCORE

1-2, Lord Deliver; 3-4, Where have
you Been?; 5-6 You read a Book;
7-8 Not badi; 8-10 Must be a
Missions Maijor.

Crisis of Compassion
Continued from page 3.

lts a compassion that freely
chooses to express itself in
servanthood. How are we to respond
to Jesus' words: “"Be compassionate
as your Father in Heaven is
compassionate', when this God who
embodies this downward movement
so deeply disturbs us?

We have chosen to foliow a
disturbing God. He calls us to move
in a different direction. He calls us to
question why we would reach down
from on high, why we would bend
down from our positions of priviledge
when God Himself chooses to be
with people as a servant to be with
people in the places where their
need and their suffering is most
acute.

He calls us to question why we
would act as servants when we can
be servants. Jesus is inviting us to
be as close to each other as God
has chosen to be with us. Jesus is
calling us to paticipate in the very
compassion of God. This is not our

natural way. But it is the natural way
of God. It became the natural way

for Paul, 'It makes me happy to suffer
for you, as 1 am suffering now, and in
my own body to do what I can to
make up all that has still to be
undergone by Christ for the sake of
his body, the Church (Col 1:24). Paul
had been set free to be a compass-
ionate servant. Only when we have
been set free in this same way can
we expereince the joy of following
our Lord on this path. Servanthood
found its fulfiliment in the lordship of
the risen Christ.

One of the final pictures from the
life of our servant Lord portayed for
us in the Gospel of John 13. 1-5,
12-17; "It was just before the Passover

*Jesus invites Us to be
with people in their
suffering®

Feast. Jesus knew that the time had
come for him to leave this world and
go to the Father. Having loved his
own who were in the world, he now
showed them the full extent of his
love. The evening meal was being
served, he got up from the meal, took
off his outer clothing and wrapped a

towel around his waist. After that, he
poured water into a basin and began
to wash his disciples feet drying them
with the towel that was wrapped
around him.

When he had finished washing their
feet, he put on his clothes and
returned to his place. “Do you
understand what [ have done for
you?” he asked them. “You call me
‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,” and rightly so,
for that is what 1 am. Now that I, your
Lord and Teacher, have washed your
feet, you also should wash one
another’s feet. [ have set you an
example that you should do as 1 have
done for you. 1 telf you the truth, no
servant is greater than his master, nor
is a messenger greater than the one
who sent him. Now that you know
these things, you will be blessed if you
do them..

A new commandment I give you:
Love one another. As 1 have loved
you, so you must love one another.
By this shall all men know that you
are my disciples, if you love one
another.”

Where we often seek crowns of
glory, Jesus hands us a towel



Movie reviews

Robin Hood: Prince of
Thieves This movie came out
so long ago, why am | giving it a
review? Well, because it says a lot
about religious things. First, it
appeals to the ecumenical where
Christian and Muslim become fiends
in the form of Friar Tuck and the
Muslim warrior. | am not saying that
this is baal. However, and perhaps
most important, it shows that
witchcraft and sorcery work. All the
prophecies of the witch are fulfilled.
Thankfully it shows the self

destructive nature of obedience to
the occult. Lastly, and perhaps
equally potent, Robin Hood

portrays Christianity in the caricature
of the drunkard Friar Tuck or the

pathetic! (fo use a Jim Beveriey
expression) picture of a corrupt and

leering priest. D.Z..

Grand Canyon One mark of a

good movie is that it engages the
viewer on a variety of levels and
allows the viewer to react to it (as
opposed to pummelling you with
images and feelings giving no room
to think, squirm or process). This
Grand Canyon does and its
various themes are quite compelling.
Grand Canyon is slowly being
recognized as a movie with
something to say, or, at least as
trying to say something. Director
Lawrence Kasdan said about Grand
Canyon that it “shows there is a
chance that decency can create
hope in a bad situation.” It is
optimistic, and has won critical
acclaim recently winning (Feb 24)
the Golden Bear award (best film) at
the Berdin /Intermational Film Festival .

In its struggling to find answers tc
our existence and our various
problems, Grand Canyon searches
out pure chance, ‘destiny”, and
even miracle. The answers in the
movie are in no way Christian, or
Biblical (they are essentially deistic).
The highly coic/denta/ and even
miracufous events in the movie make
the characters ponder and grapple
with  “that something” that s
apparently behind these unusual
events that bring people together.

The ending can be seen in one of
two ways: either we are here on
earth with our problems and are
absoiutely insignificant or; there must
be more to our existence that we are
not quite in touch with.

Take a friend to Grand Canyon
and decide. D.Z..

Book Review

Life Together, by Deitrich

Bonheoffer, San Francisco: Harper &
Row, 1954,

Comprising only 125 pages, it
seems at first glance, to be a
frightfully inadequate attempt to deal
with Christian community and
common life. This appraisal,
however, soon proves to be a gross
misconception as one begins to deal
with the issues raised by the author.
in Life Together, the author has

presented the reader with the
ultimate goal of Christian
community.

This is at once the work’s greatest
strength and  weakness. Life
Together is strong in its utopian
flavour. This stems directly from the
tenacity with which the author holds
his views. For example, Bonhoeffer is
adamant in his concern that in

Christian
in unison, rather
than harmony. He is equally
inflexible with every aspect of
Christian  community which  he
addresses. Unfortunately, in his
adamancy, Bonhoeffer allows very
little freedom of deviation from his

corporate
community sing

worship  the

1Life JTogether can be
very convicting”

vision of the ideal Christian
community. it is quite possible that
cultural differences may demand
certain deviations from Bonhoeffer's
“ideal.” These differences may not
be wrong, simply different.

Secondly, and stemming from this,
Life Together can be very
convicting. Quite frankly, there is no
Christian community in history, the

present, or the future which
approaches Bonhoeffer's rigorous
standards. | found every page

pointing to weaknesses in the church
where | attend, the small group in

which | participate and the
community life at OTS. The
resulting benefit is that regardless of

the community in which one
participates, one is compelled to see
the need for improvement in various
areas. Life Together can provide
the necessary impetus to improve

existing communities or set the
theological framework for creating
new ones.

That said, | sincerely believe that
Life Together should be on every
Christian's reading list. At a time
when the Canadian church, like the
Canadian nation, is suffering from a
loss of community and identity,
Bonhoeffer's strong medicine can
only heip. It provides the theological
framework necessary for recreating a
true concept of Christian community
from local to national levels.

White reading Life Together
was reminded of the advertising
slogan of Buckley's mixture: “it
tastes awful, but it works.”

Tim Perry
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The cover illustration was drawn
by Grace Chin and conceived
by Sheila Williams

This is now our second and final
edition of SEMANTICS for this
academic year.

The purpose is still to give stu-
dents an opportunity to participate in
the life of the community at OTS in a
literary way. We thank you for all of
your support and contributions.

Next fall we hope to see SEMATICS
continuing in its mission to boldly go

were angels fear to tread (and
Seminary Students). Please let the
staff or Student Council know if you
are interested in being involved with
next year's paper. We look forward
to SEMANTICS becoming a regular
event in the lives of the people at
oTs. SEMANTICS Staff.

We hope your term has gone well!

See you at the Grad and Grad
Banquet. All are welcome!

What About Us?

By Jack Meier

“The lines of battle have been
drawn!” were the words which
grabbed me. They were in a flier
entitted **Move into Action”. The
mayor of our nieghbouring
community  Scarborough, Joyce
Trimmer has started a campaign to
enact bylaws which would eliminate
adult-only video stores. She is out
raged at the lack of definition of
what is “obscene”, "degrading” and
“dehumanizing”. Her definition is “A
film that portrays women as sexual
objects that are to be used and
abused, is, in my opinion, degrading
and dehumanizing. Women are not
simply sex objects.”

For myself the issue of porn-
ography is serious because statistics
are starting to show that porn-
ography is an addiction, similar to
drugs like cocaine. Anyone involved
begins with a very soft porn and
progress on to harder and more
degrading material. Because of the
addictive nature, soft porn after a
length of time is no longer erotically
stimulating, thus harder porn is
necessary to arouse to the same
degree. Thus its addictive nature.

There are also links with crimes
such as rape, incest etc., and the

use of pornographic material. As one
becomes more deeply engrossed in
degrading sexual thoughts, there is
& natural desire to act out these
thoughts and make them a physical
reality. In other words you can only
be stimulated so long before you
want the real thing, no matter how
degrading or unhealthy it is.

People think that they should
have a ‘freedom” to choose to
view and read this material. However
the outcome is disastrous to society.
I do not have the right to use a gun
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any way | choose because that
affects others. Similarly porn affects
relationships; with spouses, at work
(with sexual harassment), and
ultimately with crimes such as rape,
incest, mutilation and even death.
These are both physical and
psychological infringements  upon
“others”’ rights not to be abused.

A user of porn may not become a
rapist but it can and will destroy any
loving relationships they have with
spouses or friends. Porn deals with
fantasy, yet they must live in reality.
Their spouses are also real and can

never live up to a selfish fantasy.

Thus the user becomes very
dissatisfied  with  their  partner
because they will not ‘“perform’

like their own selfish fantasy. Many
families break apart and then there
is a search for the ‘perfect’ mate,
who does not exist. This is a self
perpetuating trap for the user,
destined to never be happy.

We need to live in reality and
learn how to cope and enjoy life as
it is. Otherwise we are always setting
ourselves up for disappointment bec-

TOPAY I'VE SET ASIDE
FOR. FANTASIZING-.

¥
Y

0.2 54
. e

)

For these many other reasons |
am against pornography of any form
being legally sold in our community.
Keeping these busineeses open only
continues the cycle of abuse.

This letter was sent out and if you
choose to get involved you can write
to these addresses: Letters to
the Editor, Toronto Star, 1
Yonge Street, ON, MSE 1E6.
Also to support: The Honourable
Joyce Trimmer, Mayor of Scar-
borough, Scarborough City Hall,
150 Borough Drive, M1P 4N7.



