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Mr. Horsey
at the

Bible College

“THERE IS A PRINCE AND A GREAT
MAN FALLEN THIS DAY ..."”

T hese words were spoken by a grieving
King David on hearing the news of the
death of Abner, who had been the captain
of Saul's host.

Ontario Bible College felt itself caught
up in the same mood, as word of the death
of the Chairman of the Board, Mr. J.
William Horsey, came from Florida on
December 20, 1968. The sense of loss
of leadership, of a champion of the Word
of God, made the words of David poi-
gnantly true for us and for many others
who laboured in the Kingdom of God with
this “prince and great man”.

Mr. Horsey was a prince of industry.
Few men in Canadian financial or indus-
trial life have risen to such prominence,
or from such humble beginnings. Assisting
in his father’s grocery store as a youth,
his boundless energy found outlets in
dreams and plans of expansion in the
world of commerce. Through the years he
laboured, until dozens of corporations felt
the skill of his hand and the depth of his
business acumen.

To list all his business responsibilities
would be impossible. At the time of his
death, he was Chairman of the Board of
Wilgran Corporation Ltd. and G. Tamblyn
Limited; Chairman of the Executive Com-
mittee of Crush International Limited; and
served as a Director of many outstanding
firms in both Canada and the United
States.
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Having started working in a grocery
store as a boy, his interests in this phase
of business developed over the years.
Standard Brands, Chase and Sanborn,
Dominion Stores, Salada Foods — these
and many more felt his dynamic leader-
ship.

Another side appeared as he lent those
same skills in assisting in the growth and
development of educational institutions
(University of Western Ontario and York
University), Hospitals (Vice-President and
Governor of Toronto Western Hospital),
and other organizations. Two universities
expressed their appreciation for Mr. Hor-
sey by conferring honorary degrees upon
him.

These pictures, from left to right, show
Mr. Horsey as he shared in his great love:
the Bible College where men and women
could be trained to carry the Word of God
into all the world.

(1) Addressing the students as he speaks of
the new 0.B.C. symbol and its significance.

(2) In the Campaign Office as he led in the
raising of $400,000 urging people to “Give
that the work may live.”

(3) With President S. L. Boehmer, breaking
ground for the new J. Wiiliam Horsey
Library.

(4) Speaking at the Graduation Service at
Varsity Arena.

(5) With Dr. Stephen Oilford (left) of Cal-
vary Baptist Church, New York, and Mr.
Thomas G. McCormack, President of Do-
minion stores and member of O.B.C.
Board of Governors.

(6) With Mrs. Horsey at the dedication of
the Library that bears his name.
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But it was in his spiritual endeavours
that his true stature was seen, and “his
works do follow him”. He served actively
with many Christian organizations, and
gave wise and spiritual counsel to many
others.

Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship, Yonge
Street Mission, Toronto Bible College,
Upper Canada Bible Society, and a host of
others knew his touch. He led in the
merger of TBC and LCBM, and saw On-
tario Bible College well established before
the Lord took him Home.

This admixture of business, social,
academic and spiritual find their source in
an experience that made him a “prince”
indeed: the day when, as a youth, he came
to a personal knowledge of the Lord
Jesus Christ as his Saviour.

In his latter years, Mr. Horsey gave
himself wholeheartedly and intensely to
the leadership, growth and fruitfulness of
the Bible College. His wisdom and spiritual
insight were made availabie to the Presi-
dent, Dr. Boehmer, and through him to the
school. His generosity provided a Library
building, although he humbly preferred
that his name not appear on the exterior.
His plans and service were ever forward
looking, implemented by a devotion and
dependence upon the Lord that few such
men manifest. And so we at Ontario Bible
College, not eulogizing the man, but
thanking God for him, would say to you
and all who love and serve the Lord Jesus
Christ: “There is a prince and a great
man fallen this day.”

It was said of Sir Christopher Wren
that he refused earthly honours after his
feat as architect of the magnificent 18th
century St. Paul’'s Cathedral in London.
After his death, posterity would not be
denied the right to honour such a man,
and a simple plaque was placed over the
north doorway of St. Paul’s, the door
through which monarchs go for worship or
ceremony of state. And on it are the
words: “Si monumentum requiri, circum-
spice. (If you seek his monument, look
about you.)”

If you seek a monument to Mr. Horsey,
come to the Ontario Bible College campus
and look around. And then pray with us:
“Oh God, give us men of like precious
faith, of like deep concern, ot like devotion,
and of like generosity, that Thy work may
live!”

This latter phrase, “Give that the work
may live,” was Mr. Horsey’s own caption
for the financial campaign that God so
evidently owned and biessed. But it was
also his commitment, his philosophy. An
interview with Devon Smith of the Toronto
Telegram some two years ago carried
this paragraph:

“A few months ago he put his philoso-
phy into its background in an address to
the Toronto Board of Trade Club. Here is
how he summed up at the end of that
speech: ‘True leadership calls for personal
sacrifice, courage and faith.

“‘The greatest leadership we have
known or shall ever know is triumphantly
expressed in Christ our Lord.

“‘He said: “Whosoever will be chief
among you, let him be your servant”.’”

And now that our brother is gone, we
acknowledge that “a prince and a great
man is fallen,” because he was a servant
of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Let us thank God
for J. William
Horsey
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Editorial

“For the Healing of the Nations”

\VWhen President Nixon was inaugurated
as the 37th President of the United States,
he assumed the most burdensome, awe-
some task of secular authority in the world.

“The haunting fear of what might come
upon the world is the obsession and night-
mare of millions of people,” so said the
Manchester Guardian. And as the mantle
of authority is thrown over his shoulders,
President Nixon must surely be at the head
of that list of concerned and responsible
people.

TIME magazine sought to lay out the
immediate task of the President (Jan. 24,
1969 issue) under the title “Healing a
Nation,” and then discussed the many,
many areas of distress, tension, crisis and
danger that confront him. They are formi-
dable and familiar to any reader of local
and world news, and need not be repeated
here.

No less awesome and formidable is the
task that confronts the Christian, for under
divine fiat the world and the nations of
the world are his responsibility.

The nations are restless. Assassinations,
revolutions, strikes, wars: these are the
daily news items. With increasing affluence
for some, there are millions who die of
starvation. Even with the realization that
war can only bring annihilation, peace
seems more elusive than ever. Sin is con-
doned, licentiousness is common, decency
is rare, authority is scorned, and nations
are gradually accelerating towards catas-
trophe.

On the other hand, Christian churches are
spending more and more money on ornate
buildings, developing elaborate programs,
and becoming less and less concerned
with the world missionary task. Modern
cults and non-Christian religions are ex-
periencing a resurgence through their own
“missionary’”’ effort and personal sacrifice,
and are seeing a worldwide acceptance
that is unprecedented. The fourteen million
Buddhist Soka Gakkai membership in Japan
has spread to the U.S. and from 30,000
members there in 1965 it has grown to
170,000. Other false groups see a com-
parable increase.

Young people are turning away from

“the establishment,” only to mire them-
selves in a “nothing” existence that has
neither meaning nor purpose. They are
“seeking” but not “finding” because the
church has lost, to a large degree, its
missionary motivation. The local communi-
ty is a mission field; so is the province
or state, the country, the continent, the
world. We have a message for “the healing
of the nations.” It does not seem to have
us.

The Church has ever been called to a
global missionary task, to meet the na-
tions of the world in their need and dis-
tress, with the message of the Gospel.
Somehow, this vision has become dimmed,
this task is being shirked, this call is large-
ly unheeded.

Why? Are there no longer men and
women of devotion and passion who will
hear the Lord say: “Whom shall | send,
and who will go for us?” Is there no
longer obedience to the Bible’s clear and
peremptory commands ‘“go ye into all
the world and preach the Gospel’?

We have just completed our College
Missionary Conference. The world trooped
in to 0.B.C. and for four days an appeal
for workers to labour for the souls of men,
was made. But this is not the task of
Ontario Bible College alone. It is the
task of the church and of every member
of the church. The call is for complete
and absolute commitment to Christ and to
His work.

President Nixon realizes he cannot do
his job alone. In his inaugural address, he
called to the American people to par-
ticipate with him, in these words:

“] do not offer a life of uninspiring
ease. | do not call for a life of grim
sacrifice. | ask you to join in a high ad-
venture — one as rich as humanity itself,
and exciting as the times we live in.”

In a higher vein, this is the call, the
claim, yea the command of Jesus Christ,
Who, Himself is “the healing of the na-
tions.” Let us hear His words; let us
respond to His call. Let us obey His com-
mands. We must do no less. The world
waits. (D.C.P.)




Dr. George Peters, Professor of World
Missions at Dallas Theological
Seminary, and Theme Speaker at our
first 0.B.C. Missionary Conference.

Dr. George Peters of Dallas, holds
the large audience as he talks about
“The Triumph of the Cross” around
the world.
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|t is the age of the Apollo in moon orbit;
of Telstar with instantaneous worldwide
communication by radio and television; of
the ubiquitous transistor radio that hangs
from the horns of the eastern Brahma bull,
the wall of an African mud hut or the
shoulder of a western teenager. It is a day
of mass communication through media that
improve almost daily.

Literature is available to a vast majority
of the world’s people, but more than half
of them cannot read. And for those who
can, what will they read? Is there sufficient
Christian literature?

Television or radio could reach 979% of
the world’s population tomorrow, but what
would they hear or see? Is the Gospel
beamed into their areas?

Jet travel can place a man almost any-
where in the world in 48 hours. But the
travellers are mostly tourists, or business
or government personnel.

In this day of world population explosion,
more than 50 million souls a year are
added to the nearly 4 billion now living.
This presents to the Christian a “field white
already to harvest.” How to harness all the
technology of today for the task of reach-
ing the world’s billions with the gospel;
how to challenge today’s youth to be the
manpower for the task . . . this was the
air. of the 1969 Missionary Conference of
Ontario Bible College.

We have a mission that at the moment

almost seems impossible to accomplish,
because of the lack of concern and con-
secration on the part of the Church.

Listen to theme speaker Dr. George
Peters: “We have the means, the money
and the methods to reach the world with
the Gospel in the next five years.” With
the men, the dedication and concern of
the Church, and a concerted effort to ful-
fil the great commission, it could be done
at least in this generation. Will we see it
done? Given the men it can be, indeed, it
must be.

And this is what our Conference pro-
duced: more than a score of men and
women who publicly dedicated their lives
for such a task; a deeper concern for the
world of our generation on the part of
others; a deeper insight and knowledge
into the problem of world missions on the
part of all.

And what a joy it was to have our
missionary family here to share these days
with us. The Holy Spirit used messages
(16), panels (21), and counselling (un-
counted!), and films (3), to speak to hearts
and lives.

It was a great conference, that should
do much to meet the great demands of this
amazing day in which we live. May all who
shared in it, and you who read this
Recorder take to heart, the theme:
“ABOVE US THE CROSS . .. AROUND US
THE WORLD” (D.C.P.)

































