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FROM THE EDITOR

This is Not an Editorial by Susy Kim

Normally, the space I am using here will be fbr a sharp and daz- 
zlingly witty editorial on a particular subject of interest. But, seeing as I 
do not wish to recklessly unleash my writing prowess until just the 
right moment, I reckon I will have to hold back for the time being. 
Please, try not to be too disappointed.

Just how long I will have to refrain from ostentatiously flaunting 
my eclectic vocabulary is uncertain (not to mention my other sharply 
honed skills which include mentally calculating the cube roots of six­
digit numbers and imitating the war cry of the Central American tse-tse 
fly).

Because there is just no telling when the appropriate opportunity 
will arise, I, Susy Kim, commission you the students of Ontario Bible 
College, to take up your pens with pride. This is your publication, this 
is your song—praising your Saviour all the day long.

So write. Tell us what you think. Tell us what you don't think. 
Tell us what none of us are thinking, but should be. Feel free to submit 
your writing be it fiction or non-fiction and especially, letters to the 
editor are veiy welcome.

I knew you'd understand. Thanks and Fil be waiting to hear from 
you (pssst. . .mailbox 90).

THE NEW APOCRY­
PHA WANTS YOUR 

TALENT!
FEEL FREE TO CON­
TACT THE EDITOR 
BY MAILBOX (#90) 

REGARDING IDEAS, 
FINISHED PIECES 
OR COMMENTS IN 

GENERAL.

Note: All submissions will be 
considered for publication and 

are subject to the editing 
process. Although this does 

not guarantee all will be 
printed, it is the alm of the 

editor to publish as much as 
possible.

USER-FRIENDLY JESUS
by Will Huizenga
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QUOTE

As an old Yiddish 

proverb says, 

"炉 one man calls you 

an asst pay him no 

mind. If two men call 

you an asst go get a 

saddle.H

■from A Burden 

Shared, Group Devo­

tional
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STUDENT COUNCIL

United We Stand . . . And Bring Glory To God
by Erin Penney, Student Council Vice-President

We all come to OBC for different 
reasons. Some come because they 
hear a strong calling from the 
Lord. Others come to get away 
from it all. And yes, there are even 
those who come here as hopeful 
candidates for the “MRS.” degree. 
However, the one common bond 
that we hold is that God has 
intentionally brought us to 25 
Ballyconnor because it is a part of 
his plan for our lives.

In this institution, he is 
training, moulding and making 
his servants to equip us for the 
task that lies ahead. We are 
passing through these doors in 
order to prepare for the war that is 
going on “out there”. We are not 
here to retreat and hide. We are 
here to regroup and strengthen 
the tools he has already given us.

Student Council recognizes 
that any great efibrt requires 
many workers. We, as a council, 
acknowledge that God*s plan does 
not constitute many individuals 
fighting a war on their own. He 
has made plans for an army who 
works together as one body. He is 
asking us to keep focused on him 
in order to stay together, and get 
the job done. We chose Romans 
15:5-6 as our theme verse 
because it brings us hope—the 
hope that our God will provide 
endurance and strength as we 
work alongside each other in 
order to bring glory to his name.

We, as a community, should be 
making ourselves available to God 
and to one another. God may call 
upon us to be his vehicle of 
encouragement to one another. 
God may call us to let our own 
guard down and receive from him 
through another. We must be 
ready both to serve and be served. 
God can teach us through each

OBC Student Council for 1993/94. From, left to right: (top row) John Bowman, Tanya 
Hodgins, Stew Maxwell, Darren MUley, Robin Bailey, Sandy Mackley, Glen Heslinga, Paul 
Abell, Tracy Sproule, Darrell Tritton, Steve Wilson; (middle) Debbie Harris, Erin Penney, 
Dwayne Cline, Beverly MacDonald, Trevor Russell Trish DeVries, Gord McCormack; 
(bottom) Susy Kim, Margie Dyck Tanya Waldron, Lana Baglole, Shelley Beak Dawna 
Wilson, Heidi Patriquin.

PHOTO COURTESY JOHN BOWMAN

other. There is so much we can 
learn if we get involved in this rich 
and diverse community.

It is not easy to live in a 
community. It involves 
considering others around you. It 
involves sacrificing yourself a little 
more than you would like. 
However, it harvests the rewards 
of fellowship, support, 
encouragement and strength.

So the next time you 
encounter the one person who 
rattles your theological cage or 
yearns to see steam come out of 
your ears, raise your eyes toward 
heaven and ask God to give you 
the strength to endure. Then,

repeat after me. . . 1ToGETHER IN 
THE SPIRIT OF UNITY.”

Student Council invites you to 
join us every Monday from 5:30 
until 7:00. We welcome any of 
your thoughts, dreams and ideas. 
We are open to listening to what 
you would like to see happening 
in this community as we work 
together. If you would just like to 
speak to us, stop us in the hall or 
give us a call at extension 2152.
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COMMENT

Oh God, if you are 
real, I pray that you 

ivould take me from this 

hell I live in! The blood is 
pouring from my wrists. I 
am too weak to hold onto 

the knife. I am startled 

by the puddle of blood 
on thejloon There isn't 

too much pain, just 
numbness. My eyes feel 
so heavy. My body feels 

warm and peaceful.

Soon I will be free from 
this hell I live in!

Hopefidly, there tuill be 
no more; hopefully, it will 

be the end of it all. Yet, I 
am scared! I fear the 

other hell where those 

Christians told me Fm 
going to. Pm so afraid 

they may be right. After 

all, I am a whore! I am a 
sinner I am evil. I 

deserve to go to hell... 

Hell. I'm a prostitute. / 
see hell everyday.

Running from the Darkness...
This is a common story of 

life on the streets. Despite 
popular opinion, it is not a 
chosen calling. The details may 
vary, but their lives are usually 
similar. They have all 
experienced a deficiency of love 
and an excess of abuse. There 
is such a 
disregarded need 
for the healing of 
Christ on the 
street. As 
Christians, we 
should be grieved 
at the horrible 
neglect of the 
church in the core 
of the inner city.

The church 
has largely desensitized itself from 
the inner city, moving comfortably 
and complacently to a safe haven 
in the suburbs. “Many churches 
have become a hotel for saints 
instead of a hospital for sinners” 
(R. Haynes). The church appears 
to have forgotten that Jesus 
declared: “I have not come to call 
the righteous, but sinners” (Matt. 
9:13).

Once a year, our churches 
have a prayer march in downtown 
Toronto to utake the streets for 
Christ.” This annual event may 
appease our consciences so we 
feel content, safely removed in the 
suburbs for another year. 
However, such miniscule action is 
like firing one spiritual scud 
missile into the core of this vast 
city. Satan hasn't taken Toronto, 
the church has willingly 
surrendered it to him!

What is the perception of 
Christ that we give when we 
preach the gospel or distribute 
tracts on the streets? Will we 
share Christ with words of 
condemnation or with respect and 
true compassion (1 Pet. 3:15)? Are 
we sowing seeds or are we 

Many churches have 
become a hotel for 
saints instead of a 

hospital for sinners.

throwing salt into the eyes of 
desperate, searching souls? Are 
we loving people as Christ did, or 
are we nailing the coffin that 
sends people to hell?

The suburban churches 
parachute groups down into the 
city, share four steps of salvation 

without 
compassion, and 
think that God is 
rejoicing, 
meanwhile He is 
weeping! Such 
(possibly well- 
intentioned) 
ignorance can 
push a street 
person much 
farther away from 

Christ, and may develop a distaste 
or even hatred for Christianity. I 
shared with a girl, who was 
sexually abused by her father, 
that God is a loving Father. She 
perceived God as a perverted 
rapist. We need cross-cultural 
training to witness sensitively and 
effectively to street people just as 
when preparing to go overseas for 
missions.

I was a volunteer at Yonge 
St. Mission last year and continue 
to work with them. I have realized 
how my view of the world has 
been tainted by coloured glasses. I 
pray that I am open to be usable 
to God and to correct any other 
prejudices or misconceptions I 
still embrace or am blind to.

Our faith is based on Christ 
and demonstrated through real 
obedience and love to Him. Do we 
wear suits to church, etc. to 
separate ourselves from the world, 
maintaining a Christian clique 
that is safety insulated from “the 
sinners”？ How deeply has North 
American materialism infiltrated 
our churches? Have we built an 
unbiblical class structure within 
our churches to keep the “proper”
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COMMENT

...or Asleep in the Light? “仆…亦
people in and the "sinners" out?

Our obedience to Christ is the 
pure litmus test of whether we are 
genuine Christians. Therefore, the 
one infallible test of whether we 
truly love God is whether we obey 
God! Our love for others is one of 
the primary ways in which we 
obey God our of our love for Him 
(1 John 4:11). By loving those 
who are sufiering and despised in 
the world, we are reciprocating 
God's infinite love for us.

God has commanded 
throughout scripture that His 
people are to have a special 
concern for the poor (Psalm 
146:7). God personally identifies 
with the needy (Prov. 14:31). God 
asserts that neglect of the 
destitute is sin (Jer. 5:28). Jesus 
boldly declared His purpose: “he 
[the Father] 
has anointed 
me to preach 
good news to 
the poor. He 
has sent me to 
proclaim 
freedom for the 
prisoners and 
recoveiy of 
sight for the 
blind, to release the oppressed** 
(Luke 4:18).

We are the very hands of 
God upon this earth! Therefore, 
we must develop a greater 
understanding of how to share the 
love and healing of Christ in 
practical ways to these hurting 
people in a sensitive manner. 
“Jesus says when we love 
someone in His name, we're loving 
Him. Jesus says when we touch 
someone in His name, we're 
touching Him. Jesus says when 
we feed someone in His name, 
we're feeding Him”(K・ Green, 
paraphrasing Matt. 25:35-36). 
Conversely, Christ indicated the 
natural result of neglecting such 

By loving those who are 
suffering and despised 

in the world, we are 
reciprocating God's 
infinite love for us.

action: “whatever you did not do 
for one of the least of these, you 
did not do for me”(Matt. 25:45).

Are we sharing the salvation 
of Christ in love or have we 
become clanging cymbals (1 Cor. 
13)? Does our lack of love in the 
message we speak push people 
away from Christ? Is God 
mourning because of our lack of 
compassion, while we ignorantly 
believe He is rejoicing? therefore, 
as God's chosen people, holy and 
dearly loved, clothe yourselves 
with compassion, kindness, 
humility, gentleness and 
patience”(Col. 3:12).

We must share the whole 
gospel of Christ with these 
hurting people, who are not there 
by choice! Christ cared for people 
physically, emotionally, and 

spiritually. We 
must care for 
and listen to 
people instead of 
shoving a 
message down 
their throats. 
These people are 
fellow brothers 
and sisters in the 
image of God. 

They are no more of a sinner than 
I am. They need to understand 
God's grace—not just hear about 
it, but to see it in action. It may 
take months or even years of your 
acceptance, love, and compassion 
for one abused street person to 
develop enough trust, self-worth, 
and understanding of true love to 
be ready for the verbal component 
of the whole gospel. Christ took 
the time to build a relationship 
with the tax collector, the 
prostitute, and the sinner! Will we 
care enough to do the same?

This is an adapted excerpt from "Christians Can Go to Heir. Its present form was arrived at in 
agreement between author and editors. If you would like to read the complete version, Brian would be 
glad to have you contact him at ext. 2308 or drop him a note in mailbox 98.

"Whoever is kind to the 

poor lends to the Lord, 

and will be repaid in 

full"

-Proverbs 19:17 -

"If you close your ear to 

the cry of the poo「you 

will cry out and not be 

heard."

-Proverbs 21:13 -
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MUSIC and...

...some poetry

"A Puddle is an Island” 
by Steve Kang

The noisy utterances of people
Shattered to the ground
As tongues were broken
The blur of crumpling bodies
Dissipated
Somebody had Jammed a 
broomstick handle 
into the reels of the Film of Life 
A" ivas still
As he sat there with his head 
bowed
I sensed a dented soul
His chest expanded with heavy 
drips of sighing
On the finish of his nose
I saw 
a tear
I Jelt everyone bow their heads 
in Heaven
And I listened...
I listed with a raw heart 
that jelt each defeated word 
from his mouth 
That's all I could do
I wept ivith him with absence of 
words
The silence was so loud
Then I heard the whisper of
Jesus
Thank you Jbr loving him 
with a cup of my kuidnes
Thank you

This is the essence of my first 
three weeks at OBC
This is the essence of. . .life

“Loue”
by Jonathan R Collins

Death is Jbr those lonely, forgotten, 
and betrayed,
Jesus died on the cross Jbr our sins 
and Ues which we made.
He rose three days to be promoted 
to glory,
And rule in his kingdom great.

We will never die for Thee will be in 
every heart, sout 
and memory made.

Album Reviews 如加me25

(ratings are out of five)
The Criminal Under My

Own Hat
T Bone Burnett 
Columbia Records 
* « * *

Until recently, T Bone Burnett 
was a name I heard frequently 
without ever actually hearing any 
of his music. The producer of 
Bruce Cockburn's Nothing But a 
Burning Light, and a frequent 
thank you recipient of the late 
Mark Heard, Burnett is an accom­
plished musician in his own right.

Stylistically, Criminal will re­
mind you of both Heard and 
Cockbum, and occasionally of 
John Lennon. The music is well 
written and played using a variety 
of instruments from guitars and 
mandolins to violins and 
accordlans. While this is an 
acoustic album, I would hesitate 
to call it folk.

Lyrically the album dwells 
mostly in the realms of social 
discontent. Specifically, there are 
songs dealing with the amoral 
modem culture (*Tear This Build­
ing Down”)，human arrogance 
CHumans From Earth”)，political 
and religious corruption (“I Can 
Explain Everything*), corrupt 
human nature (“Criminals”)and 
two songs of hope for redemption 
(“It's Not Too Late”，*The Long

With Jamily and friends during those 
times ofjoyt
happiness, and other Jeelings from, 
that special place.

Death is not the end my friends.
But the beginning of life and with the 
greatest power
there ever was, is, and is going to be, 
Jrom beginning of time to the end, 
Which is called love my friend.

Time Now”).
Criminal is an excellent album 

for fans of acoustic based music. 
It seems appropriate that Syndi­
cate magazine voted it the number 
two acoustic album of 1992 and 
voted T Bone the number three 
songwriter of the year. It can be 
found at HMV and other major 
record stores.

Intense Live Series vol 5
Mortal
Intense Records

Most fans of industrial music will 
be surprised to find that this 
musical style, popularized by Nine 
Inch Nails, Ministry and Skinny 
Puppy, is present in the Christian 
market, and is present in force.

Mortal is one of the original 
entries in this hybrid of house 
and metal music. This six song EP 
is the result of a novel concept 
put forward by Intense Records in 
which bands are given one day to 
record all tracks for the release, 
eliminating overdubs and giving a 
more accurate live feel. Previous 
participants were Tourniquet, 
Deliverance, Rose and Die Happy.

Overall, Mortal comes throu爺 
the process sounding quite good 
with most of the samples remain­
ing intact. Naturally 也le sound is 
rougher, the vocals are less than 
perfect, but thafs all part of being 
live.

Of the six tracks on the EP, 
three are from other releases, 
“Cryptic” and ^Tuesday Assassin” 
from Lusts and “Rift” from Fathom. 
The EP also includes a remake of 
the Amy Grant/Michael W. Smith 
classic *Thy Word”. This track is 
worth the cost of the EP for hu­
mour value alone.

All three Mortal efforts can be 
found at (or at least ordered from) 
most Christian bookstores.
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Steve Camp: A Turn in the Road by Susy Kim

Last November, Steve Camp re­
sponded to an invitation from the 
OBC Student Council to bring his 
“Storm” tour to Toronto, After the 
concert, the New Apocrypha had 
the opportunity to interview him.

The music of Steve Camp, 
much like the man himself, is 
characterized by an uncompromis­
ing and convicting message. 
However, he has taken a new turn 
onto, what is for him, a less 
traveled path with his latest 
album Taking Heaven by Storm.

Says Steve, *Tm an exhorter 
by spiritual gift and so I have to do 
this. I have to jab the elbow and 
say 'don't forget' and remind 
people. What Fve asked the Lord 
to help me with is that I feel like 
he's given me the voice of a 
prophet. What Fve asked him to 
do on this 
album, and 
to balance 
that out, was 
to give me 
the heart of a 
shepherd 
and I think 
Pm speaking 
the truth in 
love these 
days more 
than I ever 
have.”

Indeed, 
his whole 
career is
reflective of his spiritual journey. 
For example, he says that on 
Consider the Cost, “I studied for 
eighteen months just on the 
gospels before I wrote one song 
and read MacArthur's book The 
Gospel According to Jesus. J.I. 
Packers A Quest for Godliness, 
and The Death of Death and the 
Death of Christ by John Owen.M In 
fact, the title song “Consider the 

Cost” was quite a spir­
itual experience for 
Steve. wril never forget 
that moment,** he says. 
*Tm not a mystical 
person at all, I'm very 
practical in the faith, 
but I felt like I was 
moved by the Lord to 
write that song. It came 
out in ten minutes and I 
was sweating profusely. 
I was shaking after I 
wrote it. It*s my favour­
ite song Fve ever written 
out of anything Fve ever 
done.”

He describes
Justice as very issues-oriented.
*Tm still involved in those issues, I 
still preach the gospel every night, 
I still want to have people consider 
the cost, but this new album is 

bringing a 
lot of bal­
ance to 
those issues. 
I think it's 
more en­
couraging, 
it's more 
comforting, 
it's more 
celebrating 
and I 
wanted it to 
be more 
edifying in 
the process?

Steve*s
Journey, in its early years, was 
very influenced by Larry Norman. 
“He was a real mentor to me... 
.He's the man that really influ­
enced me lyrically. He was so 
dead-on. Larry is the poet laureate 
of contemporary Christian music 
or Jesus-music. No one's been 
able to out-write him.”

Steve's musical career has 
lasted longer than he ever imag­

PHOTOS COURTESY JEROME

ined. In fact he told the New 
Apocrypha, “I've never said this to 
anybody, but after the Justice 
album, I thought I was done. I 
looked at the Justice album and 
thought, Tve said all I want to 
say*. . . .1 thought, 'Okay Lord, 
where do we go from here?，”

A Best of album was where 
he went next, followed by Consider 
the Cost, and now, Taking Heaven 
by Storm. The path ahead is 
unsure, but he has just finished 
writing a short study guide. He 
has also been offered several book 
deals including one for a collegiate 
commentary. Whatever turn the 
road may take, Steve Camp has 
made a significant contribution to 
the Christian music industry and 
to the lives of his listeners. For 
now:

^There's no turning back, 
no matter what the sacrifice 
W^re pressing on each day to 
glory, marching side by side 
This is our battle cry!n

(from Faking Heaven by Storm")
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FOOD FOR THOUGHT

Penguins Can Be Domesticated -
by Darrell Tritton, Dwayne Cline and Steve Bussey „ 丄

#4

Have you noticed that recently 
we*ve been experiencing some 
rather brisk winds? Every time 
you watch the weather forecast It 
seems to be right on. It is gonna 
be COLD today. . .and for the rest 
of the week! What we would like 
to explore is what exactly happens 
in the dorms at Siberia Bible 
College (SBC) when -40 degree 
weather comes. Here are some of 
our observations and solutions:

#1
Our first observation is the 

commonality of disease. We really 
are a community at Siberia Bible 
College. Not only are we unified in 
spirit, but we even share our 
bacteria with one another! Pneu­
monia should be outlawed. The 
Canadian army has had to para­
chute emergency rations of 
Kleenex tissue to SBC.

The hallways of SBC have 
been ambushed by disease- 
carriers also known as students. 
An attempt to get to class or 
chapel has been commonly foiled 
in the hope to avoid all contact 
with bronchial infections. Look 
out for that cough. Watch out for 
that sneeze. The war zone has 
been marked. The enemies are 
characterized by their colourful 
complexions.

Our solution to tills catas­
trophe is simple. Quarantine SBC. 
Ifll be a better world for all of us.

#2

Our second observation 
concerns the boilers. They just 
haven't been boiling like they did 
in August. It's great to wake up 
twice in the morning: once be­
cause your room is frigid and 
twice because there's ice-water 
coming out of the shower. Then 
it*s time to play a game. The object 
is to run around the shower 
getting as little water on you as 
possible and still come out clean.

Our sixth floor has provided 
the solution for us. Place electrical 
heaters in the washrooms to 
warm them up and make sure the 
heaters are in position to get wet. 
If you notice the lights dimming, 
don't worry, it's just someone 
from sixth floor.

#3
Our third observation is the 

hibernating effect the weather 
has. Yes, there is an outside 
world. 2-4-1 Pizza is lonely. 
Becker*s thinks we don't exist. 
Because of this, both franchises 
are facing closure. This hibernat­
ing effect becomes quite conven­
ient on Sunday. An excuse al­
ready made.

Our solution: a fire alarm at 
7:40 am. . .do you really believe it 
was faulty wiring?

Our fourth observation is 
frozen automobiles. More have 
“stalled” than there are in wash­
rooms! Brrrr. . .should we say 
they're serving up frozen fingers 
for supper donated by those trying 
to thaw gas lines?

Our solutions are either to 
get an electric blanket for the 
parking lot or to try using a 
lighter by the exhaust—thafs sure 
to get it warmed up! If these 
solutions backfire (pardon the 
pun), don*t call us, we'll call you.

#5
Our fifth observation in­

cludes the unusual draft-control 
methods at SBC. Rumour has it 
that SBC is now a partner in the 
duct tape industry. Since use of 
duct tape has now been instituted 
by law under Section E, Clause 1 
in the Siberian Bible College 
student handbook, all use of any 
other taping materials is strictiy 
prohibited.

Solution: Ramada Inn 
sounds good just about now. But 
come to think of it, the silver 
outlining on the windows does 
become appealing after a while.

These are Just a few sugges­
tion and our brains are starting to 
freeze. So until next time, bundle 
up, keep warm and remember: 
penguins can be domesticated.

? ? ? ? • • • • ????????• •••••••
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