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Editorial
Cults and the Occuit

For some time we have been deeply con-
cerned over the growth of “cults” and
“the occult” phenomena in North America
and around the world.

Van Baalen graphically describes it as
“a cult bomb explosion,” while Walter
Martin has written authoritatively of “The
Kingdom of The Cults.”

Papers, magazines, television and radio
are declaring the new day of the occult,
those dark and dangerous practices and
ideas that are swindling people out of thelr
money, their sanity and their spiritual well-
being.

This Issue of the Recorder does not
treat the subject exhaustively. Rather this
Is an introduction for those who do not
know the cults, and a warning for the un-
wary.

The bibliography found in this Issue may
enable you to seek out helpful and in-
formative books.

The articie “Western Fever’” by W. Elwyn
Davies bespeaks his own surprise and
horror, when in leading a discussion on the
occult at Urbana '70, hundreds of young
people gathered to share and discuss their
experiences.

(As a result of the Urbana experience,
I.V.C.F. has commissioned Mr. Davies to
wrlte a book, particularly for young people,
on the dangerous development of the
occult.)

Mr. Davies sees this as an epidemic, a
“western fever.” But it is not just the west.
ltaly’s 10,000 witches and wizards applied
for legal status, social security and state
pensions! In the United Kingdom, the
Witchcraft Act was repealed and Witches’
Covens (13 in a coven) have multiplied by
the hundreds.

In Germany witchcraft is rife in the home
of the Reformation.

In North America, “The Editor and Pub-
lisher” says that 1200 out of 1700 news-
papers carry horoscopes because of public
demand. About 20 years ago, less than 100
newspapers gave space to them.

The Church of Satan (complete with a
Satanic Bible) boggles the Imagination.
Jean Dixon’s ‘“My Life and Prophecies”
has run through 5 printings.

Medical and cultural experiments have
developed their own religious overtones
and dangerous activities. Drugs, hippie
philosophy, “soul’” music and even nature
foods are all used for spirituai, psycholo-
gical and physical ‘“trips” that simply lead
their practitioners farther and farther from
God.

Theosophy, reincarnation, Hare Krishna
and Bahaiism bring eastern mysticism Into
the west.

And age Is benefitting the Mormons,
Jehovah’s Witnesses, Christian Sclence,
Splritism and other mid-19th century cults.

As the Program Director of National
Opinion Research, U.S.A. said: “Astrology
and witchcraft (and other aberrations) are
becoming soclally approved forms of be-
haviour.”

Socially approved. But not God approved
(see 2 Tim. 2:15). Not biblically approved.
And certainly not Christ honouring.

We recommend a careful reading of the
material compiled in this issue. Perhaps
later we will enlarge on some aspects of
these dangerous, soul destroying, mind
shattering, “spiritual bombs” that have
been exploded in this amazing twentieth

People are forgetting from whence they
came, and age brings an aura of respect-
ability.

century.

What the Bible Says About the Occult

Isaiah 47:13-15

“Thou art wearied in the multitude of thy counsels. Let now the astrologers, the
stargazers, the monthly prognosticators, stand up, and save thee from these things that
shall come upon thee.

Behold they shall be as stubble; the fire shall burn them; they shall not deliver
themselves from the power of the flame: there shall not be a coal to warm at, nor fire
to sit before It.

Thus shall they be unto thee with whom thou hast laboured, even thy merchants,
from thy youth: they shall wander every one to his quarter; none shall save thee.”

Genesis 11:4
“And they said, Go to, let us build us a city and a tower, whose top may reach unto
heaven; and let us make us a name, lest we be scattered abroad upon the face of the
whole earth.”
Exodus 22:18
“Thou shalt not suffer a witch to live.”
Leviticus 20:27
“A man also or woman that hath a familiar spirit, or that is a wizard, shall surely be put
to death: they shall stone them with stones: their blood shall be upon them.”
Deuteronomy 18:10-12
“There shall not be found among you any one that maketh his son or his daughter to
pass through the fire, or that useth divination, or an observer of times, or an enchanter,
or a witch, or a charmer, or a consulter with familiar spirits, or a wizard, or a necroman-
cer. =

For all that do these things are an abomination unto the Lord: and because of these
abominations the Lord thy God doth drive them out from before thee.”

Isaiah 8:19

“And when they shall say unto you, Seek unto them that have familiar spirits, and unto
wizards that peep, and that mutter: should not a people seek unto their God?”
continued on page 11













































Parents!
A SPECIAL COLLEGE DAY
FOR YOU.

You should be receiving a special invitation
in the mail for
Parents’ Day, October 23, 1971
10:00 a.m. — 8:00 p.m.
We want you to share a day with us, and
with your young people.

You are welcome if they are students now,
or are prospective students. Hold the date.
And plan to attend. Please notify the
Director of Development at the College if
you can come.

Special Programme for you!
Free coffee, donuts, and lunch.
Come and see us as we are!

Parents talk (down) to teachers.
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LIMITATION

God changed His mind
because they had changed
their hearts.

He repented

because they repented.
That is the way

we word it

sometimes.

But always

He is limited

only by

His limitless love.

Out of the Swamp
Grows the Orchid ;

The story of the late Bishop James A.
Pike is one of distress and spiritual break-
down. When his son committed suicide,
Pike sought the aid of a spiritist medium
in an attempt to contact the boy’s spirit.
The telecast of that seance was one of the
most terrifying and pathetic demonstrations
of the helplessness and lostness of man
this writer has ever seen.

“Thank you, Jim, thank you, Jim,” the
father repeated over and over, when the
medium voiced the son's supposed exon-
eration of his father as having done any-
thing to cause the suicide. And Pike’s
personal journey into spiritism, and the
influence he has had on others, is a
contemporary illustration of the depths to
which a man will go when he is out of
touch with God.

In this environment, another son, Chris-
topher Pike, 21, found himself in the
swamps of drugs and mysticism. TIME
(June 21, 1971) in reporting on “The Jesus
Revolution” quotes Chris in these words:
“T.V. and grass (marijuana), that was my
god. Then came acid, Eastern religion and
Bible reading — while stoned.”

Then young Pike met a Christian —
“he was the first intelligent Christian | ever
saw. | just said: ‘Jesus Christ, I'm going
to give myself to You and nobody else.’
Nothing happened, but | knew. | knew He
had reached down, and | was saved.”

And later: “The old Chris Pike died
back there. I'm a new creature.”

So out of the swamp of drugs and
despair; out of the darkness of sin and
spiritual blindness; out of the family soil
of unbelief, has sprung up an orchid of
God.

And all because a Christian lived his
faith.
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You think you have troubles?
Read this.

Warner Press to Publish
Second Roger Winter Book

T he doctors, psychologists and others said
Roger wouid never recover from an attack
of polio sufficiently to make any contribu-
tion to society, but Roger’s faith has con-
founded the doctor’s skepticism. He has
not only made a contribution. He is making
a very significant place for himself as an
inspiration and challenge to others.
Roger was stricken with polio while an
outstanding football player in coliege. His
own faith in Jesus Christ has made other

relationships possible, and has led him to
learn how to type on a special typewriter
with a unique “finger” held in his mouth.
He conducts a successful magazine and
greeting card business from his home,
types stencils for his church’s worship
folders and newsletters, and is every bit
the active Christian businessman each
pastor would like to have in his church.
O yes, Roger also coaches basketball
teams for his church, from his wheelchair,
girded with a portable respirator. He also
frequently speaks to church and youth
groups in addition to service clubs.

(Bookstore Journal, April/71)

Go to Church and Live Longer!

The true researcher lives an interesting,
event-filled life. One of the things that
continually keeps him going Is the un-
expected conclusions with which he ends
up.

We saw the other day, for example, In
a New York Times dispatch, that reporters
had crisscrossed the country doing an In-
depth survey of drug addiction and usage.
Especially among the young. However, they
came up with a surprising side reaction.
Use of liquor among adults, they con-
cluded, was possibly even more serious a
problem than use of drugs by young
people.

Makes you think, doesn’t it?

Then this one.

A researcher at Johns Hopkins University
wanted to find out if there was a relation-
ship between drinking water and heart
disease — whether some element in the
water might be involved in hardening of
the arteries.

He found no connection between the two.
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But, he did find an apparent connection
between church attendance and longevity.
For men who attended church only in-
frequently the risk of heart disease was
twice as great as for men who attended
church at least once a week.

The researcher (Dr. George W. Com-
stock) also found out that piety appears to
have a favorable statistical relationship
to some dozen other major diseases, such
as cancer, cirrhosis, tuberculosis and respi-
ratory problems.

So, as the headline said, “‘Faith May Be
Healthy.” The believer in Christ, and the
church as a whole, often are the target of
snide comments concerning our ‘“‘way of
life.” Yet, we who know Christ have the
possibility of experiencing life at its fullest.
Yes, the abundant life.

A longer life here and an eternal life
there.

(Evangelical Beacon, Jan. 26/71)
Has this been a Problem to You?

BOOKS

Concise Dictionary of the Christian World
Mission, Edited by Stephen Neill, Gerald H.
Anderson, John Goodwin. G. R. Welch Co.
Ltd. Price $13.25.

Rarely has so much missions material been
bound between two covers. Here is a com-
prehensive survey of missions, missionaries,
motivation; a range of material from Accul-
turation to witchcraft; world reliéions and
mission boards; a compilation of the
knowledge, research and skills of over 200
writers. Here is a must book for ministers,
teachers and missionaries. It is a whole
missions library on 682 pages.

THE BEST BARGAINS ARE PAPERBACKS!

Deeper Experiences of Famous Christians,
by J. C. Lawson. G. R. Welch Co. Ltd.
Price $1.00.

The best bargain in a paperback we have
seen in years. Enter the heart experiences
of more than a score of Christians such as
Billy Bray, John Bunyan, Wesley, Whitfield,
Frances R. Havergal, Muller, Moody, plus
great characters of the Old and New Testa-
ments. Great reading!

Living Close to God, by Dale Oldham.
G. R. Welch Co. Ltd. Price $1.00.

Your heart will warm to the realization
that “all fullness is in the person of Jesus
Christ.”

And Charles Schulz keeps us chuckling, In
the “Peanuts” way.

Teen Ager Is Not a Disease

Young Pillars

What Was Bugging O’ Pharoah?

all by Charles M. Schulz. G. R. Welch Co.
Ltd. Price 65 cents each.

For those relaxing, lighter moments!

Tape Recorder
Found
When Summer College closed,
someone left a cassette re-
corder behind.
It will be
identification.
Please contact the editor.

available on
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