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Is God
Then Dead?*

Billy Graham

A new controversy that has arisen in the
church revolves around several radical theo-
logical professors who claim that God has
died. Time, Newsweek, The Christian Cen-
tury, Christianity Today and many other
secular and religious magazines are devoting
a considerable amount of attention to these
professors. Time quotes a professor of
Emory University in Atlanta, Georgia, as say-
ing, “We must recognize that the death of
God is a historical event. God has died in
our time, in our history and in our exis-
tence.”

These men are not saying that we are
dead toward God; they are actually saying
that God himself is dead. These radical and
ridiculous statements are only symptoms of
what is happening in many of our Christian
colleges and seminaries today. As Marc
Connelly wrote in Green Pastures, “Every-
thing that’s fastened down is coming loose.”

We see today the spectacle of ministers
and atheists marching comfortably together
in anti-Vietnam demonstrations throughout
the country. Theologians are preaching fer-
vently that the secular world is not really
evil — in spite of the fact that Jesus warned,
"“As the world hated me, so it will hate you
also.” In fact, to some of these men evil is
no longer called evil. The so-called “new
morality” also finds some clergymen en-
gulfed in heated debate over the Christian
attitude toward premarital sex and pornog-
raphy.

And now we have the spectacle of a small,
vocal group of theologians who have gone
so far as to proclaim that God himself is
dead. They claim to be Christian atheists.
In the February 22 issue of Look magazine,
an Episcopal bishop is quoted as saying,
“I've jettisoned the Trinity, the Virgin
Birth and the Incarnation.” This same bishop
has said that he rejects the idea of God as
a supreme being; he rejects the idea of
prayer; he rejects the idea of miracles; he
rejects the idea of the deity of Christ. But
he is still a bishop!

This denial of God is not new, as many
professors and students may suppose today.

On April 22, 1851, Auguste Comte declared
the death of God; he said, /I am convinced
that before the year 1860 | shall be preach-
ing positivism in Notre Dame as the only
real and complete religion.” He was wrong.

Karl Marx was another who sought to
deny the existence of God. In saying that
religion is the opiate of the people, he had
a great deal in common with the so-called
radical theologians who are denying the
existence of a personal God.

Sigmund Freud also attacked the idea of
God in the Christian faith. In a little book
called The Future of an lllusion, he said
that when man is freed of religion he has
a better chance to live a normal and whole-
some life.

Even the expression “God is dead” is not
new. It was first used by Nietzsche in the
nineteenth century. Yet we are seeing some-
thing brand new: we are seeing the spec-
tacle of men who want to hold on to the
word “Christian” but who are proclaiming
loudly the death of God. What a contra-
diction! The second Psalm says, “He that
sitteth in the heavens shall laugh: the Lord
shall have them in derision” (Psalm 2:4).
This is the holy laughter of God at the
foolish and ridiculous reasonings of men.

JESUS WITHOUT GOD IS NOT
JESUS

| sometimes feel a little like Stuart Ham-
blen, the West Coast cowboy and song-
writer, when someone told him that God
was dead. Stuart grabbed him by his coat
and said, “Buddy, you’re wrong; | just
finished talking to him.”

These men think if they cannot find God
in a test tube and cannot discover him
with a radio telescope or a spacecraft that
God must be dead. These men are trying
to hold on to the idea of Christ while re-
jecting God. They want the ethical and
moral teaching of Christ, but they com-
pletely reject His deity. The Apostle John
wrote in his second epistle, “Whosoever
transgresseth, and abideth not in the doc-
trine of Christ, hath not God.” (2 John 9).

According to Matthew, Jesus came to the

coasts of Caesarea Philippi, and “. . . he
asked his disciples, saying, Whom do men
say that I, the Son of man, am? They

answered, Some say that thou art John the
Baptist; some, Elijah; and some, Jeremiah,
or one of the prophets. Then Jesus said,
But whom say ye that | am? In reply, Peter
said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the
living God. And Jesus then said, Blessed

art thou, Simon Bar-jona: for flesh and
blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but
my Father which is in heaven.”

The confession of Peter tied Jesus and
God together. The ““God is dead” cult
wants to get rid of God while retaining
Jesus. This is a contradiction. It is anti-
scriptural; it is anti-Christian; and it is
anti-intellectual. It is impossible to hold on
to the historical Jesus without God, because
Jesus without God is not Jesus. Peter’s con-
fession is, “Thou art the Christ, the Son of
the living God.”

Jesus and the living God go together.
There is no such thing as a Jesus Gospel.
The Gospel is the news of the redemptive
working of God in and through Jesus
Christ. As the Apostle Paul puts it, “God
was in Christ, reconciling the world unto
himself” (2 Corinthians 5:19). Jesus himself
said, “I and the Father are one” (John 10:30,
RSV).

| am devoting time to this cult because
many seminary students, university students
and other people are being disturbed. They
are wondering if the church is giving up its
faith. Some young people are saying, “The
church itself doesn’t know what it believes
any longer. Why should we concern our-
selves with God, Christ or morality?”” |
want to assure you that these radical views
do not represent the majority view of the
church. They represent only a small, vocal
group that is being given publicity because
their views are so far-out and so radical.

RESEMBLANCE BETWEEN

TRUE AND FALSE
Dr. Karl Barth, the dean of European theo-

logians, in a scathing denunciation of these
modern-day theological writers says, “They
have thrown out the baby with the bath
water. In trying to make Christiantiy pos-
sible for skeptics, they have succeeded only
in making it meaningless.” To sum it all up,
this is a false religion — it is another gospel.

All the way through the Bible we are
warned against false prophets and false
teachers. In the Sermon on the Mount Jesus
himself said, “Beware of false prophets,
which come to you in sheep’s clothing, but
inwardly they are ravening wolves” (Mat-
thew 7:15). Sometimes it is extremely diffi-
cult for Christians to discern a false prophet.
Many times there is a close resemblance
between the true and the false. Jesus spoke
of “. . . false prophets, who show great
signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it
were possible, they shall deceive the very
elect” (Matthew 24:24). (cont'd page 4)
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The underlying principle of all Satan’s
tactics is deception. He is a crafty and clever
camouflager. No Christian, however spiri-
tual, is beyond the seductive assaults of
Satan. His deception began in the Garden of
Eden and it continues until this day. Satan
does not build a church and call it the
First Church of Satan — he is far too clever
for that. He invades the theological semin-
ary and even the pulpit. Many times he
even invades the church under the cover
of an orthodox vocabulary, emptying sacred
terms of their Biblical sense.

Paul the apostle warned that many will
follow these false teachers, not knowing
that in gulping down and feeding upon
what they say they are taking the devil’s
poison into their own lives. Thousands of
uninstructed Christians are being deceived.
False teachers use high-sounding words that
seem like the epitome of scholarship and
culture. They are intellectually clever and
crafty in their sophistry. They are adept in
beguiling thoughtless and untaught men and
women. Of these people the Apostle Paul
said, “Now the Spirit speaketh expressly,
that in the latter times some shall depart
from the faith, giving heed to seducing
spirits, and doctrines of devils; speaking lies
in hypocrisy . . .”” (1 Timothy 4:1-2).

WE MUST BELIEVE THAT HE IS

But these false teachers will never be
able to rob God of one cubit of his glory,
majesty and power. God is not only alive —
God is laughing at the silly arguments of
these supposedly learned men. “Professing
themselves to be wise, they have become
fools,” as the Apostle Paul said (Romans
1:22; “. . . they have become vain in their
imaginations, and their foolish hearts have
become darkened.” The Apostle Paul again
said of some of the people of his day, “They
have changed the truth of God into a lie.”

The Bible teaches that “the natural man
receiveth not the things of the Spirit of
God: for they are foolishness unto him:
neither can he know them, because they
are spiritually discerned” (1 Corinthians
2:14).

It is impossible to find God through the
intellectual processes alone. If we try, we
end up being ridiculous and foolish. The
Bible teaches that we “must believe that he
is.”

After we have examined all the evidence,
we still must take the final step by simple,
childlike faith.

During the past few weeks | have been
reading the four Gospels over and over, and
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1 am once again amazed at the tremendous
emphasis that Jesus put on personal faith.
He said, “If thou canst believe, all things
are possible to him that believeth” (Mark
9:23). But Jesus also asked the question,
“.. . when the Son of man cometh, shall he
find faith on the earth?” (Luke 18:8). In
other words, he was indicating that toward
the end of the age there would be such a
decrease in faith that only a little faith in
him would be left. Certainly we are seeing
this trend today as we witness many, even
in the church, departing from the faith.

Thus today | would call you to come to
the living God by faith. Come to this God of
whom Moses wrote, “For the Lord your God
is God of gods, and Lord of lords, a great
God, a mighty God is he.”

THE FOOLISHNESS AND THE

WISDOM

Come by faith to this God of whom the
Psalmist wrote “Lord, thou hast been our
dwelling place in all generations. Before the
mountains were brought forth, or ever thou
hadst formed the earth and the world, even
from everlasting to everlasting, thou art God
. . . For a thousand years in thy sight are
but as yesterday when it is past, and as a
watch in the night” (Psalm 90:1, 2, 4).

Come by faith to this God of whom the
Psalmist again wrote, “But thou, O Lord,
shalt endure for ever; and thy remembrance
unto all generations . . . Thy years are
throughout all generations. Of old hast thou
laid the foundation of the earth: and the
heavens are the work of thy hands. They

shall perish, but thou shalt endure: yea, all
of them shall wax old like a garment; as a
vesture shalt thou change them, and they
shall be changed: But thou art the same,
and thy years shall have no end” (Psalm
102:12, 24-27).

Come by faith to this God of whom the
Apostle Paul wrote, “. . . the blessed and
only Potentate, the King of kings, and Lord
of lords; who only hath immortality, dwel-
ling in the light which no man can approach
unto; whom no man hath seen, nor can
see: to whom be honor and power ever-
lasting” (1 Timothy 6:15-16).

No, God is not dead. He is alive forever-
more. He is the God of glory in whom we
can have confidence and put our trust. Yes,
there are those who say God is dead; they
say that our Gospel is foolishness. This is
precisely what the Apostle Paul said two
thousand years ago. He said, “For the
preaching of the cross is to them that
perish, foolishness; but unto us which are
saved, it is the power of God. For it is
written, | will destroy the wisdom of the
wise, and will bring to nothing the under-
standing of the prudent. Where is the wise?
where is the scribe? where is the disputer
of this world? hath not God made foolish
the wisdom of this world? . . . Because the
foolishness ot God is wiser than men; and
the weakness of God is stronger than men”
(1_Corinthians 1:18-20, 25).

*From DECISION Magazine.

© 1966 the Billy Graham Evangelistic Assoc.
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PRAYER PARTNERSHIP

We have a Prayer Fellowship that girdles the globe, and as a result there is much praise
and thanksgiving, for we have a God Who hears and answers prayer!

It is this sense of dependence upon the Lord through prayer, that has led the Chairman of
the Board, and the President, to issue the following call for closer Prayer Partnership for the

work of the Lord here.

Beginning on SEPTEMBER 7, there will be a Prayer Meeting in the College every
Wednesday, from 1:30 to 2:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. For that hour, the College will close
down the offices, and the entire Faculty, Staff, Board of Governors and Corporation, Friends
and Students, will be invited to share this hour of intercession.

Perhaps you can share this with us. If so, you will be welcomed in the Name of the Lord.
If you cannot come, would you covenant to take some time during that hour to pray for
Toronto Bible College and all its work? Let us make this a great Prayer Partnership. We will
not only pray for the College, but for its outreach through the Alumni, for our friends and
supporters, and special requests that come to our attention. This is a day of conflict . . . our
victory will come only as we kneel. Will you join us, in person or in spirit? This may be

God’s time for revival.

Remember, every Wednesday from 1:30 p.m. to 2:30 p.m., commencing September 7,

1966.




FROM THE PRESIDENT’'S DESK

We have just been reading the Re-

corder which arrived recently, and which
so graphically retells the story of Gradua-
tion. Now we are penning words which
will appear in the September issue, or after
another school year has been launched.

Thus the days rush by, giving way to
weeks and months and years. Time marches
on. We are surrounded by change on every
hand. Toronto is a classic illustration of the
changing scene. Visitors who return to the
city they once knew are amazed to see a
new metropolis towering into the skies.

Toronto Bible College is no exception. As
we look back over the three years of our
incumbency, we find it difficult to believe
that so many things have happened. Of
course, change simply for the sake of change
is worthless. But we think that there will be
general agreement that each step taken has
been a vital one. It could hardly be other-
wise, since nothing has been attempted
without much waiting upon God.

But let us review the situation. One of
the first developments in the Fall of 1963
was the installation of an up-to-date switch-
board and unified telephone system, which
was long overdue. Overnight a great im-
provement was detected. Twenty phones
can be handled at present. Four incoming
calls and three intercom communications
can be carried on at the same time.

The main addition in 1964 was the acqui-
sition of the property at 21 Walmer Road,
now a women'’s residence known as Usher
Hall, and named in memory of Anne
Duguid Usher whose generous gift made
the purchase, renovation and equipping pos-
sible.

In the same year God graciously sent to
us three new faculty men — Messrs. Murray
Macleod, Gordon Wright and Peter Enns;
our Field Representative, Mr. Wilson Flana-
gan; and our Librarian, Mrs. James Hunter.
Additional part-time faculty and staff
workers have likewise come to us in God'’s
goodness.

Because of our own growing needs,
several missionary agencies which were
occupying space in the Annex Building and

in the basement of our No. 12 Spadina Road
Building were asked to find other quarters.
Upon completion of these moves, the Annex
was converted into a Music and Student
Activities Centre, and the downstairs room
is now a cheerful supply, equipment and
mailing room.

1965 marked the year “operation revolu-
tion”. In rapid succession, the kitchen and
dining room were thoroughly modernized,
and a new gas-heating plant installed capa-
ble of handling our present needs and
considerable besides. Then, a study of our
whole operation was made by an outstand-
ing firm of management consultants with a
view to maximum efficiency. As a result,
with but two exceptions, everyone was
moved to a new location. Such changes
necessitated many things. New decorations
from ceiling to floor have given the old
place a new look. Modern lighting has
replaced old and dingy illumination.

A beautiful Board and Conference Room
has been outfitted, as has the lovely lounge
in Rhodes Residence, by interested classes
and friends. Likewise, the illuminated Scrip-
ture sign in front of McNicol Hall is being
given by one of the classes. Dr. and Mrs.
John McNicol of sainted memory have been
further honoured through naming the #16
building “McNicol Hall”.

Many other changes too numerous to
mention have been made internally. To
name just a few, we now have a splendid
Book Room and the faculty has a lounge.
The former Library is now a bright general-
purpose room for lectures, music, socials,

and extra-curricular activities. The halls are
carpeted where needed so badly, and new
faculty rooms are accommodating the new
instructors.

But if it belongs to 1965 because building
operations commenced then, the new Lib-
rary must be identified with 1966 since its
opening and dedication occurred in that
year. How good God has been to us in giv-
ing us this beautiful edificel One must see
it to believe it. Quite apart from its
aesthetic qualities, its value is beyond com-
putation. Eternity alone will afford an accu-
rate tabulation. The landscaping on the out-
side is in keeping with the loveliness within.

We repeat that God has been very good
to us in all this. He has moved upon many
to give generously of their time, effort or
money, and for this we gratefully thank
them and praise Him.

Why have we done all this? Just to have
a modern plant? Surely not! It is that we
might the more efficiently be able to do
the job to which He has called us, and that
we might attract young people in ever-
growing numbers to equip themselves for
God'’s service.

But a growing ministry demands growth
in every area. It is with praise to God that
we make the announcement respecting new
personnel whom He is sending to serve with
us in these days. Again, however, this indi-
cates a need for the continuing support of
God’s people. Do pray without ceasing,
certainly every Wednesday, and give as you
can, that the work may live.

THREE SPECIAL DAYS AT T.B.C.

DEDICATION OF J. WM. HORSEY LIBRARY
SEPTEMBER 29 - OCTOBER 1

Theme:
“The Bible and Modern Man”’

Speaker:

Dr. James Forrester,
President of
Gordon College & Gordon Divinity School

Sessions:
Sept. 29 - 30 at 10:00 a.m. & 7:45 p.m.
Oct. 1, Dedication of Library at 4:00 p.m.

The Friends of T.B.C.
Are Invited To All The Above Sessions




Rev. W. H. Crump, Dean of Students
and Director of Music, standing be-
fore the newly renovated STUDENT
ACTIVITIES AND MUSIC CENTRE
with the 1965-'66 Student Cabinet
President and Vice President: Rev.
Ernest Kennedy, B. Th. 66 and Miss
Angela Smart, B.A., B. Th. ’66.

All student affairs come under the
direction of the Dean and the Stu-
dent Cabinet.

School Opens Sept. 12! There are
new and old faces, fears and quest-
ions, joy and dedication . . . and
above all, commitment to the will of
God and the service of the Lord
Jesus Christ.

STUDENT ACTIVITIES
AND
MUSIC CENTR




OUR COLLEGE'S
PHILOSOPHY OF EDUCATION

R. B. Strimple, B.A., Th.M.

For over seventy years Toronto Bible Col-
lege has been governed by the philosophy
of education implicit in the Christian faith
to which its statement of faith gives expres-
sion. It is well, however, that that philos-
ophy should be explicitly formulated so
that each faculty member may have a clear
understanding and appreciation of the
nature and goals of the total educational
program of the College, and of every par-
ticular aspect of it. A full statement of that
philosophy would require a lengthy treatise,
but the key elements may be briefly stated
here.

All true education is theocentric. The God
Who speaks in the Scriptures is the un-
created Creator of all things, the Unique,
Eternal, Unconditioned, Infinite, Absolute
God — “For of him, and through him, and
to him, are all things: to whom be glory
for ever. Amen.” (Rom. 11:36) And the
fundamental postulate, the faith starting-
point, of our philosophy of education is the
proposition that this God is the living and
true God, and the Bible is His Word. It is
this God Who must dictate our philosophy
of education.

The goal of true education is simply that
which is the true goal of man. This goal is
variously described in Scripture: to know
“the only true God and Jesus Christ Whom
He has sent;” to be “to the praise of His
glory;” to be “conformed to the image
of His Son;” to be “perfect, thoroughly fur-
nished unto all good works.” We may say
that the divinely ordained goals for man are
first personal and secondly social, first wor-
ship and secondly service (witness the rela-
tionship between the two “great” command-
ments). “The fear of the Lord is the begin-
ning of wisdom.”

The recipients of education are men, men
created by God to glorify Himself and enjoy
Him forever. Dr. Frank Gaebelein has said:
“One of the first questions any philosophy
of education must ask is: ‘What and why is
man?’ ”. The Scriptures answer those ques-
tions by directing our attention to the fact
of creation, the fact of sin, and the reality
of regeneration, justification, and sanctifica-
tion. This revelation concerning man implies
a twofold objective for education: (1) evan-

Rev. R. B. Strimple, Dean of Faculty

gelism; (2) nurture and training. Although
the Bible College is established to imple-
ment the second objective, it must not lose
sight of the absolute, primary necessity of
knowledge of Jesus Christ.

On the background of this brief sum-
mary of the Biblical revelation concerning
God and concerning man, we are prepared
to see that all true education is Christo-
centric. Education is often defined in terms
of bringing the student to maturity, but we
have already seen that our concept of matur-
ity must be Christocentric. We cannot de-
fine the goals and objectives of education
apart from maturity in Christ, conformity to
His image.

This definition of the goal of education
reminds us that that goal is never purely
noetic. In the classic passage in Eph. 4, verse
11 and following, the work of “perfecting
the saints” is defined in terms of “knowl-
edge” and “truth,” but also in terms of
“faith” and “love” and a holy “walk.” Here
the doctrinal and the experiential are wed.
Here the intellectual and the personal are
one. This is education of the whole person.
This is “learning Christ” (verse 20).

Cornelius Jaarsma speaks of six human
qualities which characterize man as religious,
and which can be attributed to no other
organism: rationality, morality, sociality,
aesthetic sensibility, freedom, and respon-
sibility. And he defines the truly educated,
mature person as ‘“one who expresses the
aforementioned qualities as richly as pos-
sible.”

Such a goal necessitates the Christian’s
taking seriously the work of the Holy Spirit
in education. Although concerned about
techniques and methods, the Christian edu-
cator recognizes the indispensable need for
an educating force beyond them. Christian
education must be theocentric not just in

theory, but in actual reliance on the Word
and the Spirit.

Turning finally to curriculum and methods,
it may be said that the proper educational
curriculum is God’s Word and God'’s world.
Although the distinctive nature of Bible Col-
lege education, with its distinctive voca-
tional objectives, demands a greater
emphasis on direct Biblical study, it must
be emphasized that all education must be
Bible-centered and world-related. As Corne-
lius Van Til has expressed it: “Revelation in
nature and revelation in Scripture are
mutually meaningless without one another,
and mutually fruitful when taken together.”

We study God’s Word because it is His
Word, and, therefore, true (John 17:17) —
and profitable. “All scripture is given by
inspiration of God, and is profitabie for
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for
instruction in righteousness: that the man
of God may be perfect, throughly furnished
unto all good works.” (Il Tim. 3:16, 17)

We study God’s world because it is His
world, and, therefore, when we learn of
anything we learn of God.

From these same two sources, general
revelation and special revelation, we are
instructed concerning educational methods.
We must learn from modern pedagogical
knowledge, although accepting no conclu-
sions uncritically. And above all we must
learn from the master Teacher, our Lord
Jesus Christ. “Just as personal Christianity
is not a matter of following rules but of
knowing Christ as Saviour and Lord, and
then out of that knowledge obeying Him
in all of Life, so this kind of education must
be a living expression in teachers, pupils,
curriculum, activities, and administration of
the One Whose Name it bears” (Frank
Gaebelein).





















