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from out 'Prcslicne...

Gladys Chan
fiJhoy have I fr) heaven but ^ou?

And there h nottjing I desire other 
than fou.

gu> flesh and pu) hear~tpag) flail, 

~But God is the strength of yu) 
heart and pu) 'portion forever' 

~~Psa!H 73ZS~2G

As a person who spent my early childhood 
in Hong Kong, I have been taught the 
values of hard work and discipline when it 
comes to schoolwork. What has been 
ingrained in early childhood does not 
easily go away. Throughout highschool 
and university, I tried my best to get good 
grades. My life was divided into two 
distinct parts. On weekdays, I was a 
student; on w'eeknights and weekends, I 
was busy with various church ministries.

More and more I am finding that I cannot 
compartmentalize life without compromis­
ing who I really am as a child of God. I 
believe that God wants me to focus on 
Himself whether I am studying, caring for 
my family, or ministrering in the church. 
During the past year, I've realized how I 
need to focus on God Himself and desire 
only Him in all that I do. This is my 
vision and heart's cry for the OTS commu­
nity this year. I sincerely hope that God 
would be the reason and the goal for all 
that we do. Let us pursue God and only 
God as we enter this school year.

Suresh Gunaratnam Duc

My primary goal as VP is to have 
my last name memorized by all OTS 
studcnts-oncc you have done that, 
you can start with the Boohs of the 
Bible! My other responsibilities in­
clude assisting the President and 
providing spiritual care for fellow 
council members as well as to the 
student body. I left the beautiful isle 
of Sri Lanha for Canada almost eight 
years ago. Canada has become 
"home" to both my parents and 
myself.

My spiritual journey hold many 
similarities to the Israelites from 
Egypt to Canaan. Though I was 
freed from Egypt at age seventeen, I 
rebelled and wandered the desert for 
twelve years. Three years ago. out 
of his love and mercy, God broke 
me and brought me into His Prom­
ised Land. So OTS has become not 
only a place of training and equip­
ping to live a God honouriing life in 
Canaan, it is also a place to cel­
ebrate the goodness of God with 
fellow believers. In this wonderful 
environment. I am beginning to real­
ize, that who I am before God (my 
identity) and what I am becoming 
(my equipping) will determine my 
specific place of ministry.

Kaarina Hsieh ^Htinuetaiot

It is with eager anticipation and great 
excitement that I enter into this fall 
semester. I discovered my place in the 
Kingdom of God when I was 16 and I 
have never been the same. The Lord 
has been preparing me since then for 
my seminary studies and continues to 
equip me in my ministry to the youth 
of our everchanging culture. I am 
thrilled to be editing the Sem- 
Chronicles this year as I believe that 
until Christ's return, Jesus ministers to 
us and serves us through our brothers 
and sisters. I look forward to the 
wonderful things He has in store for 
us as a family of believers!!

The SemChromcles will be expanding in 
order to allow7 this space to minister even 
more effectively to the body of Christ and 
eventually to the community around us! 
The SemChronicles will be a wonderful 
place of encouragement, challenging us in 
our personal, as well as our community 
walk with Christ. We all share the 
redemptive bond of Jesus...so "let us run 
with perseverence the race marked out 
for us. Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the 
author and perfector of our faith- 
..(Heb.l2:l), together.

Take note!
* The SemChronicles is undergoing a 

facelift this October!! Watch for us!
si!

* If you are a writer, artist, 
graphics/layout buff, the Sem­
Chronicles needs youl Leave us a 
note in the OTS Office c/o Kaarina,



Joseph Benny
I was bom in India and my family 
descends from a group of Jewish 
Christians who fled from Jerusalem to 
Syria in 70 A.D to escape persecu­
tion. In 370 AD., a group of these 
Christians travelled to India for busi­
ness and missionary purposes, and 
their descendants in India now number 
approximately five hundred thousand. 
I am finishing my MDiv Counselling 
and received my Bachelor of Theology 
degree from India. I also received a 
Certificate of studies in Theology and 
World Missions from Papua New 
Guinea, Australia and also graduated 
from Lamp Training Centre where I 
received my Diploma in Leadership. I 
then completed two years of a Com­
merce degree at Gandhiji University.

I have lived on both sides of the world 
and have experienced diversity of 
culture. I also worked as a Cross - 
cultural Pastoral counsellor in Bethel 
Chrisitan Centre at Papua New 
Guinea.

Jennifer Laviolette
foetal Coordinator

I'm in my second year in the MDiv 
program in counselling; I'm a fan of 
English Breakfast tea at our MMMuf- 
fin shop; I prefer Harrison Ford 
movies over most and I have discov­
ered the caramilk secret! My name is 
Jennifer and I have the priviledge to 
serve you as your social coordinator. 
If you'd like to sneak into a bit of 
involvement with little commitment, 
join the social committee. We will be 
preparing two banquets this year and 
whatever else we dream up! The only 
prereq is that you come and enjoyy- 
ourself! this is strictly a non-stress 
responsibility! For our first meeting, I 

move that all further meetings be held 
over pizza! If you are interested, drop 
me a line in my mailbox and I'll let you 
know when that first pizza will be.

Matthew Fox
Worship Coordinator

I am excited to be in my final year 
in the MDiv program with a pasto­
ral focus. I am a graduate of OBC 
and happily married to Josie who 
you will see around from time to 
time, helping me out in various 
areas. I will be doing my best this 
year to provide a sense of com- 
municty and belonging in our 
Tuesday chapel services as well 
as an atmosphere of worship in 
areas of music, devotions and 
sharing.

I am currently a youth pastor at 
Onnuri Korean United Church, 
with responsibilities that include 
both preaching as well as worship 
leading. I am a passionate person 
with a longing to see revival in 
both our worship and preaching 
styles, god has been faithful in 
every area of my life and I want 
to express my appreciation and 
gratitude for his calling upon my 
life. I am thankful for the oppor­
tunity He has given me to serve 
you as part of the student council 
in this 97/98 year.

Michael Barsoum
/kllsslons Coordinator

(A wonderful personal profile to 
be found in the next issue of the 
SemChronicles! Look forward to 
it!)

Laurie-Ann Zachar
'prayer Coordinator

I'm a second year Counselling major 
but am also called to missions. I am 
an artist and have been a Christian for 
over nine years. I am just as 
enthusiastic as I was after my conver­
sion, especially when it comes to 
cross-cultural outreach and church 
history; especially in the area of 
missions movements and renewals.

I definately feel called to this position 
and plan to provide a variety of ways 
in which you are invited to take part 
in praying, with and for our commu­
nity. I am starting a prayer chain for 
urgent needs in our school, for stu­
dents, faculty, as well as small group 
prayer groups later this fall. These 
groups will have different foci such as 
our families, cross cultural concerns, 
praying for our neighbourhood, etc. 
You are welcome to be a part of it 
and also welcome to leave prayer 
requests on my voice mail (x2549). I 
am also known for my prayer walks 
that began in Northern Ireland. Mon­
day mornings will be the time this 
semester! I would advise upi to keep 
February 7th marked because we are 
working on bringing someone exciting 
to speak to us on the spiritual disci­
pline of journalling! More details will 
follow in later SemChronicles!

Peter Kibor
Cross Cultural Coordinator

Peter is originally from Kenya and has 
been with the Lord since 1981. He has 
been preparing a wide range of activi­
ties for us here at OTS! Don't miss 
his testimony in the next Sem­
Chronicles


